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ON  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  24th  of 
February  1820,  the  metropolis  was  thrown  into 
the  greatest  consternation  and  alarm,  by  the 
intelligence,  that,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding 
evening,  a  most  atrocious  plot  to  overturn  the 
government  of  the  country,  had  been  discovered, 
but  which,  by  the  prompt  measures  directed  by  the 
privy  council,  who  remained  sitting  the  greatest 
part  of  night,  had  been  happily  destroyed  by  the 
arrest  and  dispersion  of  the  conspirators.  Before 
day-light  the  following  proclamation  was  pla- 
carded in  all  the  leading  places  in  and  about 
London : — 

LONDON  GAZETTE  EXTRAORDINARY, 

Thursday,  February  24,  1820. 

Whereas  Arthur  Thistlezcood  stands  charged  with  high 
treason,  and  also  with  the  wilful  murder  of  Richard  Smithers, 
a  reward  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  is  hereby  offered  to  any 
person  or  persons  who  shall  discover  and  apprehend,  or 
cause  to  be  discovered  or  apprehended,  the  said  Arthur 
Thistlewood,  to  be  paid  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  his 
majesty's  treasury  ;  upon  his  being  apprehended  and  lodged 
in  any  of  his  Majesty's  gaols.  And  all  persons  are  hereby 
cautioned  upon  their  allegiance  not  to  receive  or  harbour 
the  said  Arthur  Thistlewood,  as  any  person  offending  herein 
frill  be  thereby  guilty  of  high  treason. 

SlDMOUTH. 

The  above-named  Arthur  Thistlewood  is  about  forty* 
eight  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten  inches  high,  has  a  sallow 
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complexion)  lo'rjg .visage;  darjt  .hair,  (a  little  grey),  dark  hazel 
eyes  and  arched  eye-brows,  a  wide  mouth  and  a  good  set  of 
teeth,  has  a  scar  under  his  right  jaw,  is  slender  made,  and  has 
the  appearance  of  a  military  man  ;  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
and  apprenticed  to  an  apothecary  at  Newark  ;  usually  wears 
a  blue  long  coat  and  blue  pantaloons,  and  has  been  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  militia. 

The  particular  part  of  the  plan  of  the  traitorous 
conspirators,  which  had  been  frustrated  by  their 
arrest  the  previous  evening,  was  the  following ; 
and  its  atrocity  fully  justified  the  alarming  im- 
pression which  the  first  rumours  had  created. 

It  had  been  ascertained  by  the  gang,  that  the 
greater  part  of  his  majesty's  ministers  were  to 
dine  together  at  the  Earl  of  Harrowby's,  and  this 
was  considered  as  a  favourable  opportunity  for 
effecting  their  entire  extermination  :  Thistlewood 
was  to  have  knocked  at  Lord  Harrowby's  door, 
with  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  a  despatch,  or  with 
a  red  box,  such  as  is  used  in  all  the  public  offices, 
desiring  it  to  be  delivered  immediately  to  the 
cabinet  ministers  at  dinner,  without  delay.  The 
servant,  it  was  supposed,  would  immediately  pro- 
ceed with  the  despatch,  while  Thistlewood,  with 
another  of  the  conspirators,  entered  the  hall  as  if 
to  wait.  They  were  immediately  to  open  the 
street-door,  others  were  to  come  in  with  hand- 
grenades,  which  were  to  be  thrown  into  the  house; 
and,  in  the  confusion  produced  by  them,  all  the 
rest  of  the  conspirators  were  to  rush  into  the 
dining-room,  where  the  ministers  were  at  dinner, 
and  the  work  of  assassination  was  to  have  been 
instantly  begun. 

The  sensations  thus  excited  in  the  public 
mind,  were  by  no  means  allayed,  when,  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  the  details  of  the  horrible 
transaction  began  to  develope  themselves ;  every 
one  felt  a  breathless  anxiety  to  probe  to  the 
bottom  the  secret  workings  of  so  detestable  a 
conspiracy,  confidence  between  man  and  man 
became   weakened,   and   that   social  intercourse 


ARREST   OF   THE  CONSPIRATORS,  7 

which  constitutes  the  peculiar  charm  of  society 
in  this  happy  country,  seemed  to  be  placed  at 
the  mercy  of  the  midnight  assassin ;  the  only 
hope  left  to  the  upright  and  the  loyal  portion  of  the 
community  was,  that  the  discovery  would  finally 
terminate  in  the  beneficial  result  of  purging 
society  of  some  of  the  foulest  members  that  ap- 
parently ever  moved  in  it. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  day  on  which 
the  arrests  took  place,  it  had  been  known  to  his 
Majesty's  government,  that  an  attempt  at  the 
assassination  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  was  medi- 
tating, and  that  Arthur  Thistlewood  was  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  On  Tuesday,  the  22d  of  February, 
certain  advice  was  received,  that  the  attempt  was 
to  be  made  on  Wednesday  night,  at  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby's,  in  Grosvenor-square.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  the  Earl  of  Harrowby's  was  fixed 
upon,  because,  being  nearer  the  outlet  from 
London  than  the  residence  of  any  other  of  the 
cabinet  ministers  (Lord  Westmoreland's  excepted, 
who  lives  in  the  same  square,)  escape  out  of 
town,  after  the  attempt  had  been  made,  would 
have  been  more  easy.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
conspirators,  as  soon  as  they  had  ascertained 
that  the  cabinet  dinner  was  to  be  held  there,  lost 
no  time  in  arranging  their  dreadful  and  diabolical 
project. 

The  place  chosen  to  arrange  finally  their  pro- 
ceedings, to  collect  their  force,  and  to  arm  them- 
selves, was  near  the  Edgeware-road.  John-street 
is  a  short  distance  on  "the  road,  and  intersected 
by  another  street,  called  Cato-street. 

Cato-  street  is  rather  an  obscure  street,  and 
inhabited  by  persons  in  an  humble  class  of  life  ; 
it  runs  from  John-street  into  Queen-street,  and  is 
parallel  with  Newnham-street.  It  is  open  at  one 
end  for  the  admission  of  carriages,  but  is  closed 
by  posts  at  the  other.  The  premises  occupied 
by    the    conspirators    consisted    of  a    three-stall 
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stable,  with  a  loft  above,  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition.  They  are  the  property  of  General 
Watson,  and  have  been  recently  in  the  possession 
of  an  old  servant  of  his,  who  had  turned  cow- 
keeper.  From  this  man  they  had  been  engaged 
by  some  of  the  diabolical  crew  whose  machina- 
tions have  been  so  happily  discovered.  The 
people  in  Cato-street  were  utterly  ignorant  that 
the  stable  was  let  until  Wednesday,  when  several 
persons  were  seen  to  go  in  and  out,  and  carefully 
to  lock  the  door  after  them.  Some  of  these 
individuals  carried  sacks,  and  parcels  of  various 
descriptions. 

For  two  or  three  hours  previous  to  the  entrance 
of  the  stable,  the  police-officers  were  on  the  spot, 
making  their  observations,  but  still  no  suspicion 
was  excited  of  the  real  object  of  their  attack ; 
and  so  well  was  the  plan  of  surprise  laid,  that, 
until  the  discharge  of  fire-arms  was  heard,  every 
thing  remained  perfectly  quiet. 

Thus  accurately  informed  of  the  intentions  of 
the  conspirators,  warrants  were  issued  to  appre- 
hend them  while  they  were  assembled.  These 
warrants  were  put  into  the  hands  of  the  police- 
officers,  under  the  able  direction  of  Richard 
Birnie,  Esq.,  the  chief  magistrate  of  Bow-street. 
A  detachment  of  the  Coldstream  Guards  from 
Portman -street  barracks,  were  also  ordered  to 
accompany  the  police-officers.  They  proceeded 
to  the  place  of  meeting  in  Cato-street,  the  police- 
officers  proceeding  first.  The  conspirators  had 
taken  the  precaution  to  place  a  sentinel  below. 

The  military  consisted  of  the  picket-guard  of 
the  2d  Coldstream  Regiment,  which  was  stationed 
in  Portman-street  barracks.  It  consisted  of  thirty 
men,  including  a  sergeant  and  corporal,  and 
commanded  by  Captain  Frederick  Fitzclarence, 
who  happened  to  be  on  duty  at  the  time.  They 
were  called  out  about  a  quarter  to  eight  o'clock ; 
each  man   provided  with  twenty  rounds  of  ball 
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cartridge.  The  detachment  immediately  pro- 
ceeded in  the  direction  of  the  Edgware-road. 
The  men  were  not  acquainted  with  the  business 
on  which  they  were  called  out.  They  supposed 
a  fire  had  taken  place,  and  that  they  had  been 
sent  for  to  protect  the  property.  On  their  arrival 
within  about  sixty  yards  of  the  house  in  Cato- 
street,  John- street,  the  place  of  the  meeting, 
they  were  halted  for  a  few  minutes,  during  which 
they  were  ordered  by  Captain  Fitzclarence  to  fix 
bayonets  and  shoulder  arms.  They  were  also 
enjoined  to  observe  the  strictest  silence.  The 
detachment  then  marched  on,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  a  few  yards  when  they  heard 
the  noise  of  fire-arms.  They  were  then  ordered 
to  advance  in  double  quick  time,  and  instantly 
came  in  junction  with  the  civil  officers,  who  had 
arrived  previously  on  the  ground,  and  were  en- 
gaged with  the  party  in  the  house. 

The  only  approach  to  this  pandemonium  was 
by  a  narrow  ladder.  Ruthven,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Bow- street  officers,  led  the  way,  and  he 
was  followed  by  Ellis,  Smithers,  Surman,  and 
others  of  the  patrol.  On  the  door  being  opened, 
about  twenty-seven  or  thirty  men  were  seen 
within,  all  armed  in  some  way  or  other;  and 
some  of  them  engaged  either  in  charging  fire- 
arms, or  in  girding  themselves  in  belts  similar  to 
those  worn  by  the  military,  while  others  were  in 
close  and  earnest  deliberation.  There  were 
tables  about  the  room,  on  which  lay  a  number  ot 
cutlasses,  bayonets,  pistols,  sword-belts,  pistol- 
balls  in  great  quantities,  ball-cartridges,  §-c. 

As  the  officers  entered  the  room,  the  conspi- 
rators all  started  up,  when  Ruthven,  who  had 
been  furnished  with  a  warrant  from  the  magis- 
trates, exclaimed — "  We  are  peace-officers  !  Lay 
clown  your  arms  !"  In  a  moment  all  was  con- 
fusion. The  notorious  Arthur  Thistlewood,  op- 
posed himself  to  the  officers,  armed  with  a  cut- 
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and-thrust  sword  of  unusual  length.  Ruthven 
attempted  to  secure  the  door,  and  Ellis,  who  had 
followed  him  into  the  room,  advanced  towards 
the  man,  and,  presenting  his  pistol,  exclaimed — 
"  Drop  your  sword,  or  I'll  fire  instantly  \"  This- 
tlewood  brandished  his  sword  with  increased 
violence,  when  Smithers,  the  other  patrol,  rushed 
forward  to  seize  him;  and  on  the  instant  the 
ruffian  stabbed  him  to  the  heart.  Poor  Smithers 
fell  into  the  arms  of  his  brother- officer,  Ellis,  ex- 
claiming— "  Oh,   God !   I  am "  and  in  the 

next  instant  was  a  corpse. 

Whilst  this  deed  was  doing,  the  lights  were 
extinguished,  and  a  desperate  struggle  ensued, 
in  which  many  of  the  officers  were  severely 
wounded.  Surman,  one  of  the  patrol,  received 
a  musket-ball  on  the  temple,  but  fortunately  it 
only  glanced  along  the  side  of  his  head,  tearing 
up  the  scalp  in  its  way.  The  conspirators  kept 
up  an  incessant  fire ;  whilst  it  was  evident  to  the 
officers  that  many  of  them  were  escaping  by  some 
back  way.  Mr.  Birnie  exposed  himself  every 
where,  and  encouraged  the  officers  to  do  their  duty, 
whilst  the  balls  were  whizzing  round  his  head. 
At  this  moment  Captain  Fitzclarence  (a  young- 
officer  well  known  for  his  gallantry  and  gentle- 
manly conduct)  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Coldstream  Guards.  They  sur- 
rounded the  building,  and  Captain  Fitzclarence, 
with  Sergeant  Legge  and  three  files  of  grenadiers 
entered  the  stable,  where  the  first  object  that 
presented  itself  to  their  sight,  was  one  of  the 
party  running  out  of  the  stable,  apparently  with 
intention  to  make  his  escape.  He  was  seized  by 
one  of  the  soldiers,  when  the  ruffian  instantly  ap- 
proached the  gallant  captain,  and  presented  a 
pistol  at  his  breast ;  but,  as  he  was  in  the  act  of 
pulling  the  trigger,  Sergeant  Legge  rushed  for- 
ward, and,  whilst  attempting  to  put  aside  the 
destructive  weapon,  received  the  fire  upon  his 
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arm.  Fortunately  for  this  brave  man,  the  ball 
glanced  along  his  arm,  tearing  the  sleeve  of  his 
jacket,  from  the  wrist  to  the  elbow,  and  only 
slightly  wounding  him. 

A  black  man  was  the  next  that  was  started  from 
his  place  of  concealment ;  he  was  armed  with  a  cut- 
lass. He  also  aimed  a  blow  at  captain  Fitzclarence, 
but  was  seized  and  secured  by  one  of  the  soldiers, 
James  Basey,  without  any  injury  to  the  latter 
but  a  slight  cut  on  the  finger.  Then  addressing 
himself  to  his  friends  in  the  house,  he  exclaimed, 
"  Fight  on  while  you  have  a  drop  of  blood  in 
you — you  may  as  well  die  now  as  at  another 
time.', 

The  detachment  was  then  ordered  to  rush 
forward  which  they  did,  headed  by  their  captain, 
who  darted  into  a  stall,  and  seized  by  the 
collar  a  fellow  who  was  standing  in  it,  and  who 
grappled  with  him  with  one  hand,  while  he 
attempted  to  fire  a  pistol  at  him  with  the  other, 
which  did  not  go  off,  the  powder  flashing  in  the 
pan.  The  miscreant  still  holding  firmly  by  the 
coat,  the  captain  called  out  to  his  men  to  disen- 
gage him.  Two  of  them,  James  Revel  and  James 
Basey,  immediately  seized  him,  and  he  surren- 
dered himself,  saying,  "  Do  not  kill  me,  and  I  '11 
tell  you  all.''  This  scene  took  place  in  the  stable 
on  the  ground-floor.  It  was  a  three-stalled 
stable,  with  a  hay-loft  over  it,  with  which  it  com- 
municated by  a  ladder  placed  at  one  end.  The 
detachment  led  by  Captain  Fitzclarence  then 
mounted  the  ladder  and  into  the  loft,  now  filled 
with  smoke,  and  only  illuminated  by  the  occa- 
sional flashes  of  the  fire-arms  of  the  conspirators. 

In  the  confusion  naturally  occasioned  by  the 
contest,  Thistlewood  contrived  to  make  his  es- 
cape, almost  unobserved,  and  the  constables  had 
by  this  time  retired  for  the  purpose  of  surrounding 
the   house,   and    intercepting   the   flight   of  any 
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others  of  the  gang.  On  entering  the  loft,  the  mi- 
litary came  in  contact  with  the  dead  body  of  the 
murdered  Smithers,  (the  constable),  and  a  ruffian 
lying  at  his  side  all  covered  with  the  blood  of  the 
dead  man.  The  fellow  rose,  and  did  not  appear 
to  have  sustained  any  hurt  or  injury.  Addressing 
himself  to  the  soldiers,  he  said,  "  I  hope  they  will 
make  a  difference  between  the  innocent  and  the 
guilty."  Three  others  were  next  taken  together ; 
they  were  huddled  in  a  corner  among  some 
shavings.  One  of  them  jumping  out  said,  "  I 
resign  myself ;  there  is  no  harm;  I  was  brought 
in  here  innocent  this  afternoon." 

These  four  were  all  of  them  found  by  the  sol- 
diers in  the  room,  making,  with  the  man  taken 
below  in  the  stall,  and  the  two  outside,  seven 
prisoners.  The  constables  had  previously  taken 
two,  one  of  whom  made  his  escape  down  the 
street,  but  was  pursued  and  re-taken.  The 
moment  he  was  caught  he  fired  a  pistol,  which  he 
had  concealed  on  his  person :  it  went  off,  but  did 
no  injury. 

Muddock,  one  of  the  soldiers,  when  he  entered 
the  loft,  in  the  midst  of  darkness,  ran  against  some- 
thing which  he  at  the  moment  conceived  to  be  a 
part  of  the  building.  He  was,  however,  soon  un- 
deceived, by  a  wretch  snapping  a  pistol  at  him, 
which  happily  missed  fire.  Failing  in  this  de- 
testable purpose,  the  miscreant  threw  himself  on 
the  ground,  exclaiming,  "  Use  me  honourably," 
and  the  gallant  soldier  contented  himself  with 
making  him  prisoner.  When  this  was  mentioned 
to  Captain  Fitzclarence,  he  asked  Muddock  why 
he  had  not  stuck  his  opponent ;  the  reply  of  the 
brave  fellow  was,  "  Why,  your  honour,  I  had 
him  by  the  heels,  and  I  took  his  pistol  from  him, 
and  I  wanted  no  more."  The  pistol  was  loaded 
nearly  to  the  muzzle. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  minute  detail  of  the 
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desperate  conflict  which  took  place,  or  the  nume- 
rous instances  of  personal  daring  manifested  by  the 
peace-officers  and  the  military,  thus  brought  into 
sudden  contact  with  a  band  of  assassins  in  their 
obscure  den,  and  in  utter  darkness.  Unfortunately, 
this  darkness  favoured  the  escape  of  many  of  the 
wretches,  and  the  dreadful  skirmish  ended  in  the 
capture  of  only  nine  of  them.  The  military,  on 
searching  the  loft,  found  a  great  quantity  of 
pistols,  blunderbusses,  swords,  and  pikes,  about 
sixteen  inches  long,  made  to  screw  into  a  handle. 
They  also  found  a  great  many  common  files, 
sharpened  to  a  point  at  the  ends,  and  made  to  be 
used  as  pikes  :  they  also  found  a  large  quantity  of 
ammunition,  consisting  of  ball- cartridges,  powder- 
flasks,  slugs  wrapt  up  in  paper,  and  a  sack  full  of 
hand-grenades.  The  military,  accompanied  by 
the  constables,  then  withdrew,  and  proceeded  to 
Bow-street-office  with  their  prisoners. 

The  soldiers  were  laden  with  the  arms  and 
ammunition  which  they  found  in  the  stable ;  and 
having  delivered  their  prisoners  and  booty,  four 
of  them  were  examined  briefly  by  the  Magis- 
trates, viz.,  James  Revel,  James  Basey,  William 
Curtis,  and  John  Muddock.  They  identified  the 
prisoners  who  were  then  standing  at  the  bar,  as 
the  persons  whom  they  had  taken  in  the  stable. 
The  fire-arms  and  ammunition  were  then  shown 
to  them,  which  they  also  identified.  Captain 
Fitzclarence,  with  his  detachment,  then  marched 
back  to  Portman-barracks,  to  which  also  they 
conveyed  the  arms  and  ammunition  taken,  and 
deposited  them  in  the  Captain's  room. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  cavalcade  at  the 
police-office,  in  Bow-street,  Mr.  Birnie,  the  Ma- 
gistrate, arrived,  and  having  taken  his  seat  at  the 
bench,  the  prisoners  were  placed  at  the  bar  in  the 
following  order: — 

James  Ings,  a  butcher, 
James  Wilson,  a  tailor, 

c 
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Richard  Bradburn,  a  carpenter, 
James  Gilchrist,  a  shoemaker, 
Charles  Cooper,  a  bootmaker, 
Richard  Tidd,  a  bootmaker, 
John  Monument,  a  shoemaker, 
John  Shaw,  a  carpenter,  and 
William  Davidson,  a  cabinet-maker. 

Davidson  was  a  man  of  colour,  and  a  worthy  co- 
adjutor of  Messrs.  Watson,  Thistlewood,  and  Co,, 
upon  many  occasions.  At  the  meeting  in  Fins- 
bury  market-place,  &  few  months  ago,  this  fel- 
low was  one  of  the  principal  speakers,  and  ad- 
vised the  persons  assembled  to  go  armed  to  all 
public  meetings ;  and  was  also  the  bearer  of  the 
black  flag,  with  a  death's  head,  in  the  mob  which 
attempted  to  excite  a  tumult  in  Covent-garden, 
during  the  election.  When  Ellis,  the  officer,  was 
putting  the  handcuffs  on  him,  he  amused  himself 
by  vociferating  passages  from  the  popular  air  of 
"  Scots  wha  ha'e  wi'  Wallace  bled,"  and  fre- 
quently exclaiming,  "  B — st  and  d — n  the  eyes 
of  all  those  who  would  not  die  for  liberty."' 

Ings  was*  a  fierce  ruffian,  a  rather  stout  man,  ap- 
parently between  30  and  40,  but  of  most  deter- 
mined aspect.  His  hands  were  covered  with 
blood ;  and  as  he  stood  at  the  bar,  manacled  to 
one  of  his  wretched  confederates,  his  large  fiery 
eyes  glared  round  upon  the  spectators  with  an 
expression  feruly  horrible.  The  rest  had  nothing 
extraordinary  in  their  appearance.  They  were 
for  the  most  part  men  of  short  stature,  mean  ex- 
terior, and  unmarked  physiognomy. 

The  office  was  crowded  with  soldiers  and 
officers,  bringing  in  arms  and  ammunition  of 
various  kinds,  which  had  been  taken  on  the 
premises;  muskets,  carabines,  broadswords,  pis- 
tols, blunderbusses,  belts,  and  csrtouch-boxes, 
ball  cartridges,  gunpowder,  (found  loose  in  the 
pockets  of  the  prisoners),  haversacks,  and  a 
large  bundle  of  singularly-constructed  stilettoes. 
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These  latter  were  about  18  inches  long,  and  tri- 
angular in  form :  two  of  the  sides  being  concave, 
and  the  other  flat;  the  lower  extremity  having 
been  flattened,  and  then  wrung  round  spirally, 
so  as  to  make  a  firm  grip,  and  ending  in  a  screw, 
as  if  to  fit  into  the  top  of  a  staff.  Several  staves 
indeed  were  produced,  fitted  at  one  end  with  a 
screwed  socket;  and  no  doubt  they  were  in- 
tended to  receive  this  formidable  weapon. 

The  depositions  of  a  number  of  officers,  most 
of  them  wounded,  and  several  of  the  soldiers, 
having  been  taken,  their  evidence  substantiating 
the  foregoing  narrative,  the  prisoners  were  asked 
whether  they  wished  to  say  any  thing?  Cooper, 
and  Davidson  the  black,  were  the  only  ones  who 
replied,  and  they  merely  appealed  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  to  say,  whether  they  had  not  in- 
stantly surrendered  themselves.  Ellis,  the  patrol, 
who  received  the  murdered  body  of  his  comrade 
Smithers  in  his  arms,  replied,  that  Davidson  had 
made  the  most  resistance.  At  the  moment  when 
the  lights  were  extinguished,  he  had  rushed  out  of 
the  place,  armed  with  a  carbine,  and  wearing 
white  cross-belts.  Ellis  pursued  him  a  consi- 
derable distance  along  John-street;  and,  having 
caught  him,  they  fell  together,  and  in  the  deadly 
struggle  which  ensued,  Davidson  discharged  his 
carbine,  but  without  effect,  and  Ellis  succeeded 
in  securing  him. 

Captain  Fitzclarence  had  seized  and  secured 
one  or  two  of  the  prisoners  with  his  own  hands, 
and  he  was  not  only  much  bruised,  but  his  uni- 
form was  almost  torn  to  pieces. 

We  will  here  shortly  digress,  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  the  immediate  circumstances  which 
Jed  to  the  frustration  of  the  sanguinary  plot, 
and  the  arrest  of  its  fiend-like  authors. 

It  had  been  for  some  time  well  known  to  go- 
vernment, that  Thistle  wood,  forgetful  of  his  nar- 
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row  escape  on  the  former  occasion  of  an  indict- 
ment for  High  Treason*,  and,  as  it  were,  un- 
conscious of  the  blessings  of  that  constitution, 
which  in  the  equal  and  upright  administration  of 
justice  to  all,  gives  to  the  accused  party  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  conscientious  doubts  of  the  jury, 
and  which  beneficent  feature  in  the  trial  by  a 
British  Jury  had  alone  saved  him  from  condign 
punishment,  had  never  ceased  to  pursue  his  dis- 
loyal and  traitorous  designs,  but  had  still  continued 
in  darkness  and  obscurity,  to  hatch  new  plots,  as 
preposterous  as  diabolical,  and  to  entrap  new 
agents,  as  weak  as  they  were  wicked,  and  as 
certain  of  being  ultimately  involved  in  the  same 
sacrifice  to  public  justice,  as  he  himself  seemed 
devoted  to  by  a  besotted  perseverance  in  his  hor- 
rid principles. 

Conscious,  however,  as  were  the  ministers  that 
some  dreadful  scheme  was  perfecting,  and  that  a 
tremendous  blow  was  about  to  be  struck,  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  time  or  nature  of  the  intended 
movement,  until  the  very  day  destined  for  its 
consummation,  when  a  communication  was  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, by  Lord  Harrowby,  who  stated  that  he 
had  that  morning  been  stopped  by  a  man,  when 
riding  in  St  James's-park,  who  delivered  to  him 
a  letter,  the  contents  of  which  were,  that  a  gang 
of  assassins  were  to  assassinate  his  Lordship  and 
the  rest  of  the  cabinet  ministers,  when  assembled 
at  his  house  on  the  evening  of  that  day  at  a  ca- 
binet dinner.  His  Lordship,  although  he  did  not 
know  the  man,  listened  to  his  representation,  in 
addition  to  the  contents  of  the  letter,  and  after- 
wards consulted  his  brother  ministers  upon  the 
subject ;  and  they  immediately  determined  to 
postpone  the  cabinet  dinner. 

The  discovery,  indeed,  of  the  infamous  wretches 

*  See  Newgate  Calendar,  Vol.  IV. 
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and  their  intended  diabolical  act  is  next  to  a  mi- 
racle, and  is  only  to  be  attributed  to  the  deter- 
mination and  perseverance  of  the  man  who  made 
the  communication  to  the  earl  of  Harrowby :  he 
called  at  his  lordship's  house,  in  Grosvenor- 
square,  on  Wednesday  morning,  (the  23d),  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  and  inquired  of 
the  porter  if  the  noble  earl  was  at  home  ?  The 
porter  replied  in  the  negative.  The  man  ap- 
peared very  anxious  to  see  his  lordship,  but  the 
porter  did  not  give  him  any  hopes,  as  he  refused 
to  tell  his  business ;  the  man,  however,  urged  the 
necessity  of  seeing  his  lordship,  without  loss  of 
time ;  and  at  length  he  observed,  that  if  he  did 
not  see  him,  the  porter  would  not  be  sitting  in 
his  chair  in  the  hall  to-morrow.  This  observation 
astonished  the  porter,  and  induced  him  to  believe 
that  the  man  really  had  something  of  a  serious 
and  alarming  nature  to  communicate  to  the  noble 
earl :  he  then  told  him  that  his  lordship  was  riding 
on  horseback  in  the  park,  directed  him  to  that 
part  in  whicji  he  was  most  likely  to  find  him,  and 
described  his  groom  and  the  livery  he  wore,  $*c. 
The  man  hastened  to  the  Park,  and  discovered 
the  groom,  as  described  by  the  porter,  hailed  him, 
and  asked  him  if  the  gentleman  before  was  the 
earl  of  Harrowby?  The  groom  replied  in  the 
affirmative.  The  man  then  told  him,  that  he 
wanted  and  must  speak  with  his  lordship.  The 
groom  informed  his  noble  master,  who  immedi- 
ately stopped  his  horse.  The  man  then  pre- 
sented a  letter  to  him,  which  the  earl  opened  and 
read.  The  man  having  informed  him  that  he  had 
a  deal  more  to  communicate,  his  lordship  dis- 
mounted, and  walked  and  talked  with  the  man 
lor  some  time;  and  the  result  of  their  interview 
was  the  communication  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
of  which  we  have  just  spoken. 

Precautions  were  immediately  taken  at  the  se- 
cretary of  state's  office,  for  the  discovery  and  ap- 
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prehension  of  the  villains.  The  first  intimation 
that  was  given  of  the  affair  at  the  office  in  Bow- 
street  was  at  past  seven  o'clock,  when  it  was  made 
known  that  a  number  of  officers,  constables,  and 
patrol,  would  be  wanted.  Ellis,  who  is  a  con- 
ductor of  a  party  of  patrol,  was  ordered  to  leave 
his  division,  and  repair  to  the  office  with  the  men 
under  his  direction.  The  expedition  upon  which 
they  were  to  be  sent  was  kept  a  secret  till  they 
started,  which  was  between  half-past  eight  o'clock 
and  nine.  The  place  of  rendezvous  of  the  assas- 
sins was  in  Cato-street,  John-street,  in  the  Edg- 
ware-road,  where  the  neighbours  had  become 
alarmed  by  a  number  of  strange  men  assembling 
in  a  stable,  and  a  loft  over  it,  after  dark ;  sacks 
being  hung  up  on  the  inside  of  the  windows  to 
prevent  detection. 

In  the  course  of  the  day  inquiries  had  been 
made,  and  the  result  was,  that  some  desperate 
act  was  expected  to  take  place.  The  ministers' 
servants  were  armed  with  pistols,  and  two  officers 
or  constables  appointed  to  each  residence.  The 
Earl  of  Harrowby  and  Viscount  Castle'reagh  dined 
with  the  Earl  of  Liverpool ;  and  at  nine  o'clock 
they  went  to  the  secretary  of  state's  office  for  the 
home  department,  at  which  time  all  the  cabinet 
ministers  assembled.  Mr.  Birnie,  the  magistrate, 
was  directed  by  Viscount  Sidmouth  to  be  in  Cato- 
street,  and  in  readiness  to  act  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. A  party  of  the  guards,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Fitzclarence,  was  ordered  to 
march  to  Cato-street,  to  assist  the  police,  if 
necessary.  Unfortunately,  however,  they  were 
not  clearly  directed,  or  they  did  not  understand 
where  the  place  was,  as  they  were  at  the  con- 
trary end  of  the  street  when  the  assassins  com- 
menced their  murderous  attack  upon  the  officers, 
and  it  was  only  by  the  discharge  of  pistols  that 
they  found  out  where  the  building  was.  When 
the  police-officers  arrived,  they  found  two  sen- 
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linels  at  the  door,  armed  with  guns  and  swords. 
These  opposed  their  admittance  without  the 
pass- word.  The  officers,  however,  soon  over- 
powered and  secured  them.  They  then  gave  an 
alarm,  and  the  officers  heard  by  the  noise  in  the 
loft  that  several  persons  were  up  stairs.  They  as- 
cended to  the  loft  by  a  ladder  which  the  con- 
spirators themselves  had  used ;  when  the  contest, 
which  we  have  already  described,  ending  in  the 
arrest  of  most  of  the  conspirators,  took  place. 

The  same  sources  of  information  which  led  to 
the  detection  of  the  conspiracy  enabled  the  ma- 
gistrates to  trace  the  hiding-place  of  Thistlewood. 
Instead  of  returning  to  his  own  lodgings  in  Stan- 
hope-street, Clare-market,  it  was  discovered  that 
he  had  proceeded  to  an  obscure  house,  No.  8, 
White-street,  Little  Moorfields  Thither,  at  nine 
o'clock  on  Thursday  morning,  the  24th  of  Fe- 
bruary, Lavender,  Bishop,  Ruthven,  Salmon,  and 
six  of  the  patrol,  were  despatched.  On  arriving 
at  the  house,  three  of  the  latter  were  placed  at 
the  front,  and  three  at  the  back  door,  to  prevent 
escape.  Bishop  observed  a  room  on  the  ground- 
floor,  the  door  of  which  he  tried  to  open,  but 
found  it  locked.  He  called  to  a  woman  in  the 
opposite  apartment,  whose  name  is  Harris,  to 
fetch  him  the  key.  She  hesitated,  but  at  last 
brought  it.  He  then  opened  the  door  softly. 
The  light  was  partially  excluded,  from  the  shut- 
ters being  shut ;  but  he  perceived  a  bed  in  the 
corner,  and  advanced.  At  that  instant  a  head 
was  gently  raised  from  under  the  blankets,  and 
the  countenance  of  Thistlewood  was  presented 
to  his  view.  Bishop  drew  a  pistol,  and  pre- 
senting it  at  him,  exclaimed,  "  Mr.  Thistlewood, 
I  am  a  Bow-street  officer ;  you  are  my  prisoner :" 
and  then,  "  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure,"  he 
threw  himself  upon  him.  Thistlewood  said,  he 
would   make  no  resistance.     Lavender,  Ruthven, 
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and  Salmon,  were  then  called,  and  the  prisoner 
was  permitted  to  rise.  He  had  his  breeches  and 
stockings  on,  and  seemed  much  agitated.  On 
being  dressed,  he  was  handcuffed ;  in  his  pockets 
were  found  some  ball-cartridges  and  flints,  the 
black  girdle,  or  belt,  which  he  was  seen  to  wear 
in  Cato-street,  and  a  sort  of  military  silk  sash. 

A  hackney-coach  was  then  sent  for,  and  he 
was  conveyed  to  Bow-street.  In  his  way  thither 
he  was  asked  by  Bishop,  what  he  meant  to  do 
with  the  ball-cartridges;  he  declined  answering 
any  questions.  He  was  followed  by  a  crowd  of 
persons,  who  repeatedly  cried  out,  "  Hang  the 
villain !  hang  the  assassin !"  and  used  other  ex- 
clamations of  a  similar  nature. 

When  he  arrived  at  Bow-street,  he  was  first 
taken  into  the  public  office,  but  subsequently 
into  a  private  room,  where  he  was  heard,  un- 
guardedly, to  say,  that  "  he  knew  he  had  killed 
one  man,  and  he  only  hoped  it  was  Stafford; 
meaning  Mr.  Stafford,  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
office,  to  whose  unremitting  exertions  in  the  de- 
tection of  public  delinquents  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given. 

Mr.  Birnie,  having  taken  a  short  examination 
of  the  prisoner,  sent  him  to  Whitehall  to  be  ex- 
amined by  the  Privy-Council.  Here  the  crowd 
was  as  great  as  that  which  had  been  collected  in 
Bow-street.  Persons  of  the  highest  rank  came 
pouring  into  the  Home  Office,  to  learn  the  parti- 
culars of  what  had  transpired. 

The  arrest  of  Thistlewood  was  heard  with  infi- 
nite satisfaction ;  he  was  placed  in  a  room  on  the 
ground-floor,  and  a  vast  number  of  persons  were 
admitted  in  their  turn  to  see  him.  His  appear 
ance  was  most  forbidding.  His  countenance,  at 
all  times  unfavourable,  seemed  now  to  have  ac- 
quired an  additional  degree  of  malignity.  His 
dark  eye  turned  upon  the  spectators  as  they  came 
in,  a^  if  he  expected  to  see  some  of  his  compa- 
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nions  in  guilt,  who  he  had  heard  were  to  be 
brought  thither.  He  drank  some  porter  that  was 
handed  to  him,  and  occasionally  asked  questions, 
principally  as  to  the  names  of  the  persons  who 
came  to  look  at  him.  Then  he  asked  "  to  what 
gaol  he  should  be  sent? — he  hoped  not  to  Hor- 
sham." (This  was  the  place  in  which  he  was 
confined,  in  consequence  of  his  conviction  for 
sending  a  challenge  to  Lord  Sidmouth.) 

At  two  o'clock  he  was  conducted  before  the. 
Privy-Council.  He  was  still  handcuffed,  but 
mounted  the  stairs  with  alacrity.  On  entering 
the  council-chamber  he  was  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  table.  He  was  then  addressed  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  who  informed  him  that  he  stood 
charged  with  the  twofold  crime  of  treason  and 
murder;  and  asked  him  whether  he  had  anything  to 
say  for  himself?  He  answered,  that  "  he  should 
decline  saying  any  thing  on  that  occasion." 

No  persons  were  suffered  to  have  access  ex- 
cept those  on  business  to  the  public  offices  at 
Whitehall,  nor  was  any  individual  allowed  to  hold 
communication  with  the  prisoner.  About  a 
dozen  soldiers  were  in  the  hall  and  adjoining- 
lodge  ;  they  formed  a  part  of  the  military  escort 
that  accompanied  the  police-officers  to  the  spot 
where  Thistlewood  and  his  companions  were 
first  discovered.  The  soldiers  had  with  them 
the  different  articles  and  weapons  found  upon 
the  party  when  taken,  among  which  were  two 
small  pistols,  one  of  them  loaded,  and  a  bundle 
of  files,  similar  to  those  used  in  small  brass- 
work.  The  points  of  such  files  are  always  sharp, 
and  the  part  of  the  file  which  goes  into  the 
handle  is  necessarily  pointed,  to  penetrate  the 
hole  made  in  the  wood  for  its  reception  ;  some  of 
the  files  appeared,  however,  to  have  had  the 
handle-points  brightened,  and  the  ends  made 
more  fine,  as  if  by  being  whetted  upon  a  stone. 
There  were  also  in  the  hall  two  or  three  bags, 

D 


22  CAT  ">-h'I  RF.ET     CONSPIRACY'. 

.onlaining  three  bayonets  and  some  amn  unition, 
nade  up  in  both  small  and  large  cartridges.  The 
soldiers  who  had  seized  those  articles  were  exa- 
mined before  the  Privy-Council.  After  his  exa- 
mination, Thistlewood  was  taken  back  to  the 
room  in  which  he  had  been  previously  placed ; 
his  commitment  to  Cold  bath-fields  was  made  out, 
and  he  was  conveyed  to  that  prison  under  the 
care  of  six  officers.  There  was  a  partial  shouting 
and  groaning,  as  the  carriage  in  which  he  was 
placed  drove  oft'. 

The  appearance  of  Thistlewood  at  this  time 
was  wretched  in  the  extreme.  When  in  custody 
with  Watson,  Preston,  and  Hooper,  on  the  charge 
for  high  treason,  he  was  a  stout,  active,  cheerful- 
looking  man,  with  something  of  a  fearless  and 
determined  cast  of  features.  His  deportment  at 
that  time  was  free  and  unembarassed,  with  much 
of  the  air  of  a  sea-faring  man.  Within  the  six 
months  previous  to  the  present  arrest,  his  ap- 
pearance had,  in  every  respect,  undergone  a  total 
change ;  ne  had  been  seen  constantly  in  the  streets, 
dressed  in  a  shabby  manner;  his  countenance 
squalid  and  emaciated,  and  his  whole  dress  and 
the  expression  of  his  features,  denoting  a  man  who 
was  reduced  to  a  state  of  extreme  indigence. 
He  was  generally  observed  walking  or  running 
through  the  streets  with  eager  impetuosity,  and 
his  shoes  and  an  old  surtout  coat,  which  he  gene- 
rally wore,  bearing  all  the  marks  of  the  poverty 
and  distressed  circumstances  of  the  wearer. 

When  before  the  Privy-Council,  his  dress  was  an 
old  black  coat  and  waistcoat,  which  were  thread- 
bare, corduroy  breeches  very  much  worn,  and 
old  worsted  stockings.  His  general  appearance 
indicated  great  distress ;  his  limbs  were  slender, 
and  his  countenance  squalid  and  somewhat  de- 
jected. There  was  nothing  of  agitation  in  his 
manner.  He  sat  with  his  eyes  chiefly  fixed  on 
the  ground,  except  when  he  occasionally  raised 
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them  to  survey  Members  of  the  Privy-Council, 
as  they  passed  through  the  hall  on  their  way  to 
the  Council-room. 

The  following  Privy-Councillors  were  present 
at  his  examination: — The  Duke  of  Wellington, 
the  Earls  of  Harrowby,  Liverpool,  and  West- 
moreland, Lords  Sidmouth,  Castlereagh,  and 
Melville,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Canning,  Mr.  Wellesley  Pole,  Sir  William  Scott, 
the  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland,  the  ex-Attorney-ge- 
neral,  (Sir  S.  Shepherd),  Mr.  Bragge  Bathurst, 
and  other  members  of  the  cabinet. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  anxiety  and 
horror  which  prevaded  the  countenances  of  thou- 
sands of  persons  who  went  to  view  the  scene  of 
action  the  day  after  the  arrest.  Through  the 
whole  of  the  day,  and  till  very  late  in  the  even- 
ing, several  persons  of  the  highest  consideration 
in  the  country  visited  the  place.  A  man  no 
way  authorized  took  possession  of  the  place,  and 
imposed  on  the  public  by  demanding  a  shilling 
from  each  person  for  admission. 

The  alarm  in  the  neighbourhood,  on  hearing 
the  report  of  fire-arms,  and  the  noise  of  contest 
on  premises  which  they  considered  untenanted, 
may  be  more  easily  conceived  than  described.  If 
was  heightened  by  every  circumstance  of  tenor 
that  the  imagination  could  form  to  itself.  The 
house  was  surrounded  with  soldiers  and  police- 
officers — fighting  was  heard  within — officers  were 
obscurely  seen  scaling  a  ladder  and  entering  the 
scene  of  battle,  while  their  fate  and  the  cause  of 
the  combat  were  entirely  unknown.  Some  of  the 
persons  belonging  to  the  public-house  adjoining, 
after  running  to  the  spot,  fled  in  dismay  when 
they  heard  the  balls  whistling  about  their  ears. 

Several  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cato- street  had 
observed,  since  the  preceding  Monday,  strange- 
looking  men  coming  about  the  empty  premises. 
On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  (the  day  of  the 
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arrest)  they  saw  Davidson,  the  man  of  colour, 
and  three  others,  watching  at  different  ends  of 
the  street,  while  some  of  their  associates  were 
heard  nailing  up  the  windows  within  the  loft. 
Before  dusk  Davidson  again  made  his  appear- 
ance, with  a  sack  on  his  back,  which  the  neigh- 
bours at  the  time  supposed  to  contain  carpenters' 
tools  for  repairing  or  new-modelling  the  interior 
of  the  building,  but  which  had  in  fact  conveyed 
the  arms  with  which  they  were  to  equip  them- 
selves for  their  daring  enterprise.  After  the 
arsenal  was  formed,  the  band  arrived ;  and  the 
people  in  the  public-house  were  surprised,  if  not 
alarmed,  to  see  upwards  of  twenty  persons,  en- 
tire strangers  to  the  place,  hovering  about  their 
premises,  and  at  last  entering  the  den.  Still  they 
had  no  suspicion  of  what  was  going  forward,  and 
no  presentiment  of  what  was  in  a  short  time  to  occur. 
The  police  soon  arrived,  and  the  murderous  strug- 
gle took  place  which  we  have  already  described. 
The  body  of  Smithers,  who  was  murdered, 
was  removed  to  the  Horse  and  Groom  public- 
house,  opposite.  He  must  have  died  instantly, 
and  without  convulsion.  He  received  only  one 
wound,  about  an  inch  below  his  right  breast, 
and  about  an  inch  in  width.  His  body  was 
exposed  in  a  room  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
public-house,  above-mentioned,  in  the  dress  in 
which  he  was  killed.  His  breast  and  neck  were 
covered  with  blood,  but  his  countenance  was  as 
placid,  and  his  features  as  composed,  as  if  their 
expression  had  been  arrested,  and  life  extin- 
guished, during  a  tranquil  sleep.  On  his  death 
being  mentioned  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  his  Lordship 
expressed  great  regret  at  the  event,  and  sym- 
pathy for  his  surviving  widow ;  saying,  with  great 
humanity,  that,  as  he  could  not,  restore  to  her 
her  husband,  he  would  take  care  that  she  should 
not  want  his  assistance  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view.    The  unfortunate  man's  sister,  from  Putney, 
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was  one  of  the  first  to  view  the  dead  body  of  her 
brother,  and  deeply  affected  the  spectators  with 
the  poignancy  of  her  sorrow. 

The  sword  with  which  the  murder  of  Smithers 
was  perpetrated  is  of  foreign  manufacture,  and 
nearly  a  foot  longer  than  those  which  we  are  ordi- 
narily in  the  habit  of  seeing. 

A  lady,  of  the  name  of  Northmore,  who  lives  in 
a  street  immediately  adjoining  that  in  which  the 
conspirators  assembled,  found  a  sabre  in  her  yard, 
which  had  been  thrown  away  by  one  of  the  gang, 
in  his  flight.  This  also  is  a  weapon  of  foreign  ma- 
nufacture, and,  from  its  appearance,  had  evidently 
been  ground  within  a  day  or  two.  It  was  per- 
fectly sharp  on  both  sides,  and,  in  addition  to  its 
brass  hilt,  there  was  attached  to  it  a  handkerchief, 
so  disposed  as  to  afford  a  sort  of  guard  for  the 
arm.  Mrs.  Northmore,  on  finding  the  weapon, 
*ent  for  a  friend,  who  advised  her  to  transmit  it  to 
Bow-street.  This  was  accordingly  done;  and, 
extraordinary  to  relate,  it  was  recognised  by  an 
active  member  of  that  establishment  as  exactly 
representing  one  of  two  sabres,  of  which  a  de- 
scription had  been  given  at  the  office,  and  which 
were  known  to  have  been  lately  taken  to  a  cutler, 
for  the  purpose  of  grinding. 

The  hand-grenades  found  in  the  loft,  and  pro- 
duced in  the  examination,  are  about  the  size  of  a 
large  orange,  made  of  cast-iron,  filled  with  com- 
bustibles ;  they  have  a  round  hole,  in  which  is 
placed  a  fuse,  which,  on  being  set  fire  to,  is 
thrown  by  the  hand,  and  when  it  falls  it  explodes-: 
the  splinters  caused  by  the  explosion  spread  in 
all  directions,  and  one  of  them  has  been  known  to 
kill  ten  or  twelve  persons.  It  was  intended  to 
explode  these  horrible  instruments  at  the  Earl  of 
flarrowby's  house. 

After  the  committal  of  Thistlewood  by  the  Privy- 
Council,  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  underwent  an 
examination,  likewise  by  the  Privy-Council ;  and  on 
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their  being  re-committed,  one  of  them  proposed  to 
become  king's  evidence,  which  offer  was  accepted. 

During  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Birnie  upon 
the  Privy-Council  on  Thistlewood's  examination, 
the  officers  arrived  at  Bow-street,  with  all  the 
persons  found  in  the  house  where  Thistlewood 
had  been  apprehended,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Conant 
the  magistrate,  proceeded  with  their  examination; 
they  consisted  of  the  landlady  of  the  house, 
Mrs.  Hill,  a  lodger,  and  Lewis  Casper,  a  man 
who  did  not  lodge  in  it. 

Elizabeth  Harris,  the  landlady,  stated,  that  her 
husband  worked  at  the  letter-foundry  of  Messrs. 
Caslon  and  Catherwood,  in  Chi  swell-street,  Moor- 
fields.  On  Wednesday,  the  23d  of  February,  she 
had  a  bill  in  her  window  to  let  her  lodgings, 
when  in  the  morning,  between  ten  and  eleven 
o'clock,  Thistlewood  came  into  her  house,  and 
inquired  about  the  lodging :  she  told  him  it  was 
only  half  a  bed  with  her  nephew.  Thistlewood 
agreed  for  the  half  bed,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  a  week,  and  was  to  take 
possession  of  it  that  night.  She  at  first  said,  that 
she  had  a  slight  knowledge  of  Thistlewood,  but 
denied  it  afterwards.  It  was  supposed  she  was 
concealing  him,  as  he  was  locked  up  in  the  room. 
This  she  explained,  by  saying  the  door  flew  open, 
and  she  could  not  keep  it  shut  without  locking  it. 
She  said  Thistlewood  arrived  at  her  house  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock  on  Wednesday 
night :  he  observed  that  he  was  late ;  she  replied 
he  was  late,  and  she  had  almost  given  him  up. 
He  then  went  to  bed.  Her  street-door  standing 
open  only  by  a  latch,  the  officers  had  entered  and 
searched  the  upper  part  before  she  knew  they 
were  there,  when  they  asked  her  to  unlock  the 
door  where  Thistlewood  was  in  bed,  which  she 
instantly  did.  She  did  not  know  Lewis  Casper 
had  been  in  her  house  till  she  found  him  in  the 
coach  with  her  when  they  were  brought  away. 
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Lewis  Casper  stated  himself  to  be  a  watch- 
finisher,  residing  in  Union-street,  Bishopsgate, 
and  accounted  for  his  being  in  the  house  by  say- 
ing he  was  with  Mrs.  Hill,  the  lodger,  who 
washed  for  him,  and  he  appointed  his  little  boy 
to  call  for  a  key  there. 

This  man  was  detained  till  it  was  ascertained 
if  he  was  the  man  he  represented  himself  to  be. 
Mrs.  Harris  and  Mrs.  Hill  were  discharged  for 
the  present. 

In  the  course  of  Thursday,  the  24th  of  Fe- 
bruary, the  following  persons  were  arrested  as 
concerned  in  the  conspiracy: — 

Brunt,  who  was  to  have  been  second  in  com- 
mand to  Thistlewood.  He  was  a  shoemaker ;  an 
excellent  workman,  and  earned  between  forty  and 
fifty  shillings  a  week.  He  was  taken  in  bed. 
He  had  previously  provided  himself  with  a  sword 
and  a  brace  of  pistols,  in  case  of  need,  but  he  did 
not  make  use  of  them  on  this  occasion.  He  was 
apprehended  at  his  lodgings  in  Fox-court,  Gray's- 
inn-lane ;  in  his  room  a  vast  quantity  of  hand- 
grenades,  and  other  combustibles,  were  found. 
These  were  charged  with  powder,  pieces  of  old 
iron,  and  other  materials,  calculated  upon  ex- 
plosion to  produce  the  most  horrible  conse- 
quences. A  great  number  of  pike- blades,  or 
stilettoes,  such  as  were  discovered  in  Cato- street, 
and  a  number  of  fire-arms,  were  likewise  found. 
The  whole  of  these  were  taken  to  Bow- street. 
He  was  afterwards  sent  to  Whitehall,  and  then 
committed  to  Coldbath-fields. 

Firth,  the  person  by  whom  the  stable  was  let 
jo  Harris.  He  admitted  that  he  has  attended 
some  of  the  Radical  meetings,  but  denied  any 
knowledge  of  the  conspiracy. 

Cooper,  a  shoemaker,  living  in  Garden-court, 
Baldwins-gardens:  he  was  apprehended  in  the 
middle  of  the  day. 

Simmons,  a  footman,  living  with  a  respectable 
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family  in  Seymour-street.  He  underwent  an  ex- 
amination before  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
home  department,  and  another  before  the  ma* 
o-istrates  at  Bow-street,  was  ultimately  committed 
to  Tothill-fields'  prison. 

The  following  account  of  Richard  Tidd  was 
given  about  the  period  of  his  arrest.  He  was 
about  50  years  of  age,  and  lived  with  his  wife 
and  family  in  a  small  and  miserable  dwelling 
situated  in  the  Hole-in-the-Wall-passage,  leading 
from  Baldwin's-gardens  to  Torrington- street.  His 
family  consisted  ofone  daughter,  and  two  orphan 
children,  whom  he  had  taken  under  his  care. 
He  had  been  esteemed  among  his  neighbours,  and 
by  those  who  had  employed  him  in  his  trade,  as  an 
industrious  sober  man,  and  an  excellent  workman. 
He  had  earned  by  his  own  hands  forty  shillings 
a  week,  and  very  often  even  a  greater  sum. 
During  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  he  was  never 
known  to  neglect  his  work,  or  become  inebriated  ; 
but  within  the  last  week  he  had  been  in  a  drunken 
state,  and  his  family  had  been  at  a  loss  to  ac- 
count for  the  extraordinary  change  in  his  conduct. 
On  Wednesday  night,  three  men  came  to  Tidd 
while  in  such  a  state  of  drunkenness  as  scarcely 
to  be  able  to  keep  his  legs,  and  forced  him  away, 
notwithstanding  the  earnest  entreaties  and  remon- 
stances  of  his  wife  and  family.  Nothing  was 
said  by  the  men  who  took  him  away,  as  to  their 
object,  either  to  the  wife  or  any  one  in  the  house ; 
and  during  the  whole  night,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  next  day,  they  were  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  circumstances  since  disclosed,  and  were  at  a 
loss  to  account  for  the  absence  of  Tidd.  In  the 
morning  (Thursday),  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock,  two  men  came  to  the  house,  laden  with  a 
box  of  a  considerable  size,  and,  putting  it  down 
on  the  floor,  said,  "  they  would  call  in  a  few 
minutes  for  it."  The  men  refused  to  answer  th« 
interrogatories  put  to  them  as  to  their  object  in 
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leaving  the  box,  and  only  repeated,  that,  they 
would  call  in  a  short  time,  and  take  it  away: 
Very  soon  afterwards,  two  more  men  came  with 
a  large  bundle  of  sticks,  some  of  them  of  the 
thickness  of  a  man's  wrist.  These  were  left  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  the  men  also  refused  to  an- 
swer any  questions,  saying  only,  that  they  would 
call  again  for  them  in  a  few  minutes.  Ten  minutes 
had  not  elapsed  before  two  police-officers  en- 
tered the  house,  and  seized  the  box  and  sticks. 
When  opened,  the  box  was  discovered  to  con- 
tain a  great  number  of  pike-heads,  sharpened 
ready  for  use.  The  sticks  were  also  seized, 
and  carried  away  by  the  officers.  It  would  ap- 
pear, from  this  statement,  that  Ti  dd  was  taken 
by  the  three  men  whom  we  have  described  to  the 
stable  in  Cato-street,  where  he  was  subsequently 
apprehended,  and  carried  to  Bow-street,  together 
with  several  others. 

Robert  Adams,  living  in  a  miserable  hovel  in 
Brooks'-market,  Holbom,  and  working  as  a  shoe- 
maker, was  arrested.  He  had  been  a  private  m 
the  Royal  Horse-guards,  in  which  regiment  he 
served  for  five  years.  He  very  much  resembles 
Thistlewood  in  his  person,  but  has  a  cast  in  his 
left  eye. 

In  addition  to  these  arrests,  several  warrants 
were  issued,  among  which  was  one  against  a 
native  of  France. 

The  lodgings  of  Thistlewood,  and  of  all  the  others 
who  were  taken  into  custody,  were  searched,  and 
several  important  papers,  and  quantities  of  arms., 
were  discovered  and  seized.  Among  those  found 
in  Thistlewood's  apartment  was  a  copy  of  the 
bill  furnished  to  Dr.  Watson  by  Mr.  Ottley, 
owner  of  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  in  the 
Strand,  for  the  expenses  of  the  dinner  given  to 
Hunt,  on  his  return  from  Manchester.  Judging 
from  his  former  connexions,  it  may  be  considered 
as  fortunate  for  the  Doctor  that  he  was  not  able 
to  liquidate  this  debt,  being  at  the  time  of  the 
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arrests  an  inmate  of  Whitecross- street  prison  on 
account  of  this  bill,  and  thus  saved  from  the 
temptation  of  joining  his  former  associates. 

It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  when  Thistlewood 
was  arrested,  he  had  not  a  farthing  of  money  in 
his  possession.  The  same  observation  may  be 
made  with  respect  to  his  comrades,  all  of  whom 
were  in  the  most  wretched  state  of  poverty. 

We  will  here  suspend  for  a  time  the  particulars 
of  the  proceedings  against  the  Conspirators,  for 
the  purpose  of  recording  the  proceedings  of  the 
Coroner's  Inquest  on  the  body  of  Richard 
Smithers,  the  unfortunate  Bow-street  officer, 
who  was  murdered,  as  before  stated,  when  in  the 
the  execution  of  his  duty,  in  Cato-street  The 
inquest  was  held  on  Friday  the  25th  February,  at 
the  Horse  and  Groom  public-house,  John-street, 
Edge  ware-road,  which  is  situated  but  a  few 
yards  from  the  spot  where  the  atrocious  deed 
was  perpetrated.  In  the  course  of  the  day  great 
numbers  of  persons  visited  the  miserable  building 
which  the  Conspirators  had  selected  as  the  scene 
of  their  deliberations,  and  one  universal  feeling 
of  horror  and  detestation  against  Thistlewood 
and  his  infamous  associates  appeared  to  actuate 
the  multitude. 

The  Coroner  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
Thomas  Stirling,  Esq.,  having  arrived,  and 
proclamation  having  been  made  by  the  beadle 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary-le-bone,  that  the  Jury 
summoned  should  proceed  to  inquire  "  when, 
how,  and  by  what  means,  Richard  Smithers  came 
by  his  death,"  the  Jury  were  sworn. 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  observed  to  the 
corrvmer,  that  he  and  his  fellow-jurors  wished  to 
inspeet  the  body  in  the  presence  of  the  surgeon, 
in  orut?r  that  he  might  be  ready  to  answer  any 
question  that  might  arise  on  the  moment.  This 
suggestion  was  complied  with  ;  and  on  the  return 
of  the  jury  from  viewing  the  body, 
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Mr.  Fisher,  the  surgeon,  was  sworn,  and  de 
posed  as  follows: — I  am  surgeon  to  the  Polio; 
establishment  in  Bow-street.  I  was  called  upon 
for  the  first  time,  this  day,  to  examine  the  body 
of  the  deceased.  I  found  an  external  wound 
under  the  right  breast.  It  was  two  inches  ii\ 
length,  and  half  an  inch  broad.  I  opened  the  body 
to  ascertain  the  depth  and  direction  of  the  wound 
and  I  discovered  that  some  sharp  instrumen 
had  penetrated  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs, 
wounded  the  outward  surface  of  the  right  lobe 
of  the  liver,  passed  through  the  diaphragm  into 
the  chest,  lacerated  the  pericardium,  penetrated 
the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  wounded  the  left 
lobe  of  the  lungs,  and  struck  against  the  ribs 
Ofl  the  left  side.  The  wound  I  supposed  to  be 
about  twelve  inches  in  length.  The  blood  flowed 
from  the  heart,  and  occasioned  immediate  death. 
The  opening  in  the  pericardium  was  larger  than 
that  presented  by  the  external  wound,  which 
was  always  the  case  with  wounds  of  this  descrip- 
tion^  The  weapon  was  prevented  from  passing 
entirely  through  the  body  -by  the  ribs  on  the  left 
side.  It  must  have  been  a  very  sharp  instru- 
ment, both  pointed  and  cutting,  to  make  such  a 
wound.  The  membranes,  which  were  cut  asun- 
der, could  only  have  been  severed  by  an  exceed- 
ingly sharp  instrument.  That  death  was  inevita- 
ble after  such  a  wound,  the  heart  having  been 
cut  open,  and  the  blood  effused  into  the  cavity 
of  the  chest. 

George  Thomas  Ruthven  being  sworn,  said, 
I  am  an  officer  belonging  to  the  public-office  in 
Bow-street.  On  Wednesday  evening  last,  at  half- 
past  eight  o'clock,  I  was  in  this  house.  I  received 
an  order  from  Mr.  Birnie,  who  is  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  go  to  a 
shed  or  stable  in  Cato-street,  in  consequence  of  a 
number  of  men  being  assembled  there  for  treason- 
able purposes.     There  was  a  warrant  issued  by 

b'2 
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Mr.  Baker,  a  magistrate  of  Marlborough-street.  On 
entering  the  house,  I  observed  in  the  lower  place 
a  man  with  a  cutlass  at  his  side,  and  a  musket 
on  his  shoulder.  The  door  by  which  I  entered 
from  the  street  was  not  fast ;  there  were  persons 
going  in  and  out;  the  man  with  the  musket 
seemed  as  if  he  was  guarding  the  staircase; 
there  was  only  one  man  on  guard.  Ellis,  Smithers, 
the  deceased,  and  several  others,  went  in  with  me. 
I  don't  know  how  they  came  in.  They  were  of 
course  ordered.  They  were  all  constables,  in 
number  about  a  dozen.  I  was  the  first  person 
hat  entered.  Mr.  Birnie,  the  magistrate,  was 
lot  there  at  that  time ;  he  was  at  hand  in  the 
street,  giving  orders.  The  man  who  stood  at  the 
6cor  as  sentinel  was  walking  about.  I  did  not 
itop  to  see  what  he  did  particularly,  but  imme- 
liately  called  out  to  some  of  the  party  who  fol- 
owed  to  secure  him.  I  am  not  aware  that  they  did 
secure  him,  for  I  immediately  went  up  the  stairs. 
I  believe  that  man  was  taken ;  but  I  am  not  aware 
that  he  was  apprehended  then ;  I  believe  he  was 
caught  afterwards.  I  ascended  by  a  sort  of  step- 
ladder  staircase.  The  stairs  were  so  narrow, 
that  the  officers  were  obliged  to  go  one  by  one. 
When  I  got  up  to  the  top  of  the  ladder,  I  ob- 
served a  sort  of  table  or  carpenter's  bench,  and  a 
number  of  arms  on  it.  Thistlewood  was  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  table.  I  know  Thistle- 
wood  very  well.  I  have  followed  him  for  days 
and  nights  together.  I  think  about  twenty-four 
or  twenty-five  persons  were  assembled.  There 
were  different  sorts  of  arms  on  the  table :  a 
variety  of  pistols  and  swords.  They  looked  as 
if  they  were  sorted  out.  They  were  handing 
about  as  if  they  were  giving  or  distributing 
them  to  each  other.  Arthur  Thistlewood  was  one. 
am  quite  certain  that  he  was  present :  I  have 
followed  him  for  days  together.  He  stood  by  the 
side  of  the  table  handing  arms  about.    He  had  on 
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a  sort  of  a  long  brown  coat,  I  think.     I  knew 
him  as  well  as  I  knew  my  father;  quite  as  well. 
1  could  not  be  mistaken.     I  have  no  doubt  what- 
ever as  to  the  identity  of  Thistlewood.     As  soon 
as  I  thought  that  three  or  four  of  the  party  were 
up,   I  said  aloud,   "  We  are   officers,  seize  their 
arms."     I  did  this  to  warn  the   people  who  we 
were.     As  soon  as  I  said  this,  they  each  took  up 
what  they  could  from  the  table,  and  retired  to  the 
farther  part  of  the  room.  Thistlewood,  being  near 
a   door  that  leads  into  a  little  closet    over  the 
coach-house,  retired  into  that  room.    He  was  not 
further  from  the  door  of  the  little  room  than  I  am 
from  that  gentleman  who  is  writing  there  (pointing 
to  a  gentleman  who  sat  writing  within  about  four 
feet  of  witness).    There  were  others  in  that  little 
room;  how  they  got  in  there  I  cannot  tell.    I 
suppose  there  were  five  or  six,  or  four  or  five 
persons  in  it.    The  whole  party  appeared  at  that 
time  to  be  armed.    Thistlewood,  as  he  retired,  had 
a  sword  in  his  hand,  which  he  moved  in  a  me- 
nacing way  to  keep  the  officers  off.    He  was  not 
striking  with  it,  but  moving  his  arm  round  as  if 
to  make  a  stab.      The  sword  appeared  bright. 
As  we  approached,  he  retired  ;  and  Smithers,  who 
was  within  a  pace  of  me  to  the  right,  stepped  for- 
ward with  his  staff.     Thistlewood    immediately 
stabbed  him,  and  he  fell  on  me.     A  pistol  was 
then  fired ;   I  know  not  by  whom.     I    saw  the 
swords  of  the  party  directed  against  the  candles, 
which  were  immediately  put  out.     Thistlewood 
stabbed  the  deceased  in  the  right  side  as  he  ap- 
proached.    He  did  not  come  out  of  the  little  room 
to  do  it.     He  was  within  the  little  room,   and 
thrust  forward  his  arm  to  strike  the  blow.     I  saw 
the  sword  he  carried  ;  it  was  bright,  and  glittered. 
I  did  not  see  the  hilt.    It  was  a  long  blade,  three 
feet  and   a  half  or  four  feet  long.    It  appeared 
straight;    but  he  waved  it  in  such  a  way,  that  my 
-  mi  Jit  have  deceived  me  as  to  its  shape. 
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When  Smithers  fell,  he  fell  upon  me,  being 
stabbed  on  the  right  side,  and  I  standing  a  little  to 
his  left.  I  could  not  at  the  moment  tell  whether  he 
appeared  to  be  much  injured.  In  falling,  he  said 
"  Oh,  Lord  !  Oh,  my  God  !  1  am  done  !"  I  believe 
these  were  his  words,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

I  don't  know  whether  Thistlewood  drew  the 
weapon  out  of  his  body ;  for  instantaneously  a 
pistol  was  fired,  and  the  lights  were  put  out.  I 
have  been  enabled  to  recognise  three  of  the  per 
sons  who  were  in  the  room,  besides  Thistlewood, 
I  think,  since.  They  are  Shaw  Strange ;  he  has 
another  name;  a  man  named  Blackburn,  and 
James  Wilson.  There  was  another  man  who 
stood  at  the  door,  and  fired  at  a  sergeant ;  his  name 
is  Tidd :  I  don't  know  his  christian  name.  The 
sergeant  at  whom  he  fired  is  present.  Tidd  first 
attempted  to  fire  a  pistol  at  Captain  Fitzclarence. 
I  seized  his  arm,  and  he  pulled  me  down  on  him. 
I  called  on  the  sergeant  to  take  the  pistol  from 
him,  and  he  fired  at  the  sergeant  and  tore  his 
clothes.  I  am  sure  that  Blackburn,  Wilson,  Shaw 
Strange,  and  Tidd,  were  present.  There  were 
also  two  other  persons  taken,  who  had  been  in 
this  house  (the  Horse  and  Groom)  in  the  course  of 
the  evening.  1  did  not  recognise  them  in  the 
room ;  but  I  know  they  were  apprehended,  and, 
I  believe,  admitted  that  they  had  been  there. 
They  left  a  slick  behind  them  in  the  Horse  and 
Groom ;  the  end  of  it  was  evidently  cut  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  a  weapon. 

It  was  like  a  broom-stick,  with  a  hole  cut  in  the 
top.  The  persons  that  I  allude  to  have  admitted 
that  they  were  in  the  room  at  the  time  the  officers 
entered ;  but  I  do  not  know  it.  One  of  thern  was 
taken  by  Captain  Fitzclarence ;  I  have  seen  him 
here  before.  These  two  persons  came  in  to  drink 
a  pint  of  porter,  and  left  the  stick  behind  them  in 
a  mistake.  One  of  them  came 'back,  and  asked 
for  a  little  walking-stick.    The  boy,  who  thought 


INQUESjP    ON    SMITHERS.  35 

it  a  queer  sort  of  a  stick,  had  taken  it  up-stairs, 
but  returned  it  to  the  person  who  called  for  it. 
That  stick  was  at  the  public-office.  These  per- 
sons called  at  the  Horse  and  Groom  an  hour 
before  the  officers  proceeded  to  the  loft.  Nothing 
took  place  before  the  party  fired,  except  my 
exclaiming,  "  We  are  officers — take  their  arms." 
When  Smithers  fell,  a  pistol  was  fired,  and  the 
lights  were  put  out.  I  cannot  say  by  whom  the 
pistol  was  fired.  The  moment  Smithers  fell,  some- 
body in  the  room  where  Thistlewood  was,  cried 

out—"    Kill    the    b rs ;    throw    them    down 

stairs  !"  I  also  cried,  "  Aye,  kill  them,"  that  they 
might  mistake  me  for  a  friend.  There  were  nine 
persons  taken  that  night.  I  was  not  present  at 
the  apprehension  of  all  of  them.  While  I  was 
securing  two  of  them  the  rest  were  brought  in. 
After  I  had  secured  Tidd,  Wilson,  and  Blackburn, 
I  proceeded  to  secure  the  others ;  they  were  then 
conveyed  to  Bow-street,  and  afterwards  to  the 
House  of  Correction. 

Several  of  the  party  escaped  ;  nine  only  being 
taken,  and  the  number  in  the  room  appearing  to 
me  to  be  about  twenty-five. 

When  the  prisoners  were  secured  by  the  soldiers, 
I  went  up  into  the  loft,  and  saw  Smithers  lying 
on  his  face ;  this  was  twenty  minutes  or  half  an 
hour  after  the  entrance  had  been  made.  There 
were  hand-grenades  and  arms  lying  about  the 
room.  I  had  no  time  before  to  pay  attention  to 
Smithers.  A  man  below  stairs  endeavoured  to 
escape  from  the  door;  he  had  a  pistol  in  his 
hand.  I  called  out,  "  Secure  that  man  !"  When 
I  did  so,  he  lifted  his  arm,  and  attempted  to  fire 
the  pistol  at  Captain  Fitzclarence ;  I  caught  hold 
of  him,  and  the  sergeant  coming  up,  I  desired  him 
to  take  the  pistol.  The  man  fired,  and  struck  the 
sergeant's  coat  with  a  bullet. 

1  believe  only  (cur  of  us  got  up.  The  party  in 
the  room  fired  directly  at  the  staircase,  thinking 
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we  were  coming  up  in  numbers.  If  they  liad  not 
done  so,  they  would  have  killed  me,  for  I  stood 
at  one  side  of  it. 

There  was  somebody  below  who  I  expected 
would  take  care  of  the  sentinel ;  but,  in  the  con- 
fusion, he  was  handed  from  one  to  another,  and 
thus  escaped  for  a  few  minutes.  It  was  quite 
dark,  and  I  could  not  see  the  party  escaping. 
There  were,  I  think,  twenty  shots  fired  at  us. 
It  appeared  to  me  as  if  some  shots  were  fired 
from  the  window  into  the  street  to  create  alarm 
The  whole  civil  power  present  on  the  occasion 
was  not  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  men.  I  do 
not  know  the  man  who  was  acting  as  sentinel ;  I 
believe  his  name  is  Davidson.  He  is  a  man  of 
colour.  I  had  not  time  to  notice  him  particularly. 
I  believe  he  was  the  man  who  was  walking  at  the 
foot  of  the  stairs,  with  a  cutlass  by  his  side,  and  a 
musket  on  his  shoulder.  I  believe  there  was  one 
light  in  the  lower  part  of  the  building  where  he 
was.  Some  one,  however,  cried  out,  "  They  are 
up-stairs,"  and  we  heard  the  clashing  of  arms. 
1  cannot  identify  the  man  who  was  below  stairs, 
I  cannot  swear  to  him.  There  was  another  officer 
shot  on  the  left  side  of  the  head  ;  he  was  danger- 
ously wounded ;  his  name  is  Surman.  Another 
officer,  of  the  name  of  Westcott,  had  two  or  three 
shots  through  his  hat.  One  of  the  bullets  struck 
him  on  the  finger,  but  did  not  hurt  him  mate- 
rially. 1  was  not  wounded  at  all.  At  the  time  1 
did  not  know  friend  from  foe.     Immediately  wrhen 

the  party  cried  out,   "  Kill  the   b -s,"  I  also 

said,  "  Kill  them,"  in  order  to  deceive  them.  I 
had  a  brace  of  pistols  ;  one  of  them  flashed  in  the 
pan.  The  lights  being  out,  I  was  afterwards 
afraid  to  fire,  lest  I  might  kill  one  of  my  comrades. 
There  was  a  latch  to  the  door  which  led  into  the 
street,  and  I  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  in,  V 
secured  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  ;  amongst 
the  rest  there  was  a  large  grenade,  and  several 
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hand-grenades.  The  large  one  consisted  of  a  tin 
canister,  with  a  plate  at  top,  strengthened  by 
several  pieces  of  iron,  and  bound  round  with  a 
quantity  of  tarred  rope.  I  got  eight  of  the  hand- 
grenades  ;  they  were  about  the  size  of  my  dou- 
bled fist.  I  also  found  in  the  room  two  swords, 
and  some  ball-cartridges,  which  are  in  my  pos- 
session. 

The  large  grenade  weighs  fourteen  or  fifteen 
pounds.  It  is  a  canister  strongly  bound  with  tarred 
rope.  It  is  not  circular.  A  number  of  pistols, 
swords,  cartridges,  and  bullets,  were  also  found 
in  the  room. 

No  person  but  Thistlewood  offered  violence 
before  the  candles  were  put  out.  There  were 
likewise  found  in  the  room  about  three  dozen  of 
weapons,  which  resembled  a  sort  of  bayonet. 
The  bottom  part  had  not  a  socket  like  a  bayonet, 
but  a  screw  to  fasten  into  a  stick.  I  found  also  a 
dozen  of  sticks,  formed  for  the  purpose  of  being- 
fitted  to  those  bayonets. 

The  bayonets  appeared  to  be  newly  made. 
They  are  very  rough,  and  not  at  all  brightened  or 
polished.  The  balls  I  picked  up  in  the  room  were 
not  fired  from  pistols.  If  they  had,  they  would 
have  been  flattened ;  I  desired  the  men  to  pick 
the  arms  up,  and  each  man  to  keep  safely  what 
he  found  :  in  consequence,  some  where  in  the  pos- 
session of  one  man,  and  some  in  that  of  another  ; 
two  or  three  muskets  were  either  found  in  the 
room,  or  else  taken  from  some  of  the  persons  who 
had  b^en  apprehended. 

Tin  party  had  no  notice  but  what  I  gave  that 
we  were  officers. 

The  deposition  of  this  witness  having  been  read 
over  to,  and  signed  by,  him, 

James  Ellj.3  was  next  called. — Having  been 
sworn,  he  stated,  1  live  at  No.  22,  Paradise-row, 
Palmer's-village,  St.  Margaret's, Westminster,  and 
am  an  officer  belonging  to  the  Bow-street  patrol. 
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I  am  also  a  constable.     On  Wednesday  night  last, 
about  half-past  seven  o'clock,   Mr.   Stafford,   the 
chief  clerk  at  Bow-street,   directed  me  to  take 
Richard    Smithers,  John    Surman,    and   William 
Gibbs,  and  to  proceed  in  a  coach  with  them   to 
John-street,   Edgeware-road,    as  fast- as  possible, 
there   to   meet    Mr.   Binrie,  who  would  give  us 
further  orders.     We  did  so  ;    and  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  spot,  we  found   Mr.   Birnie  waiting. 
He  inquired  whether  we  had  seen  any   thing  of 
the  military.     We  told  him  we  had  not.     He  said 
he  expected  them  every  minute.    In  about  twenty 
minutes  Mr.  Birnie  called  us  together.     Some  in- 
quiries were  made,  but  I  don't  know  of  whom, 
as  to  what  number  were  likely  to  be  in  the  room 
to   which   we    were   going,  and  whether   Arthur 
Thistlewood  was  to  be  there.    Mr.  Birnie  gave  me 
a  warrant,  signed  by  Mr.  Baker,  of  Marlborough- 
street,  to  apprehend  Arthur  Thistlewood  and  thir- 
teen other  persons  named   in  it.     I  have  not  the 
warrant ;   I  have  given  it  to  Mr.  Baker.     On  our 
being  called  together,  and  Mr.  Birnie  being  given 
to  understand  that  Thistlewood  and  others  were 
in  the  room,  he  asked  how  many  there  might  be 
present,  and  was  informed  that  there  was  about  a 
dozen.     He  then  inquired  how  many  there  were 
of  us.     We  told  him  about  a  dozen  also.     He  said 
he  had  been  disappointed  in  the  soldiers,  who  had 
perhaps  missed  their  way,  and  were  half  an  hour 
too  late,  and  that  we  must  proceed  to  apprehend 
the  parties.     We  said  we  would  do  the  best  we 
could.     Smithers  observed,  if  there  were  forty  of 
them  we  would  secure  them.     Mr.    Birnie    then 
directed  me  to  call  Ruthven,  another  officer,   out 
of  the  Horse  and  Groom,  and  we  were  sent  for- 
ward to  the  house,  the  military  not  having  come 
in  time.     Ruthven  opened  the  door  and  went  in  ; 
it  was  a  kind  of  stable  where  the  meeting  was 
held.      Ruthven   went  in  first,    I  followed  him. 
When  I  entered  the  stable  I  observed  a  man  with 
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belts  on,  a  musket  or  fusil  on  his  arm,  and  a  sword 
at  his  side.  I  believe  he  held  the  musket  in  the 
position  which  soldiers  do,  when  on  duty.  He 
was  walking  backward  and  forward.  Ruthven 
desired  some  person  to  take  charge  of  him.  1 
took  him  by  the  collar,  turned  him  half  round 
and  gave  him  to  some  other  person,  observing  at 
the  same  time  that  he  was  a  man  of  colour.  At 
that  moment  Ruthven  was  at  the  foot  of  the  lad- 
der, up  which  he  went.  I  followed  as  closely  as 
I  possibly  could,  and  was  immediately  followed  by 
Smithers.  Before  I  got  up  the  ladder,  f  heard  a 
clattering  of  swords.  I  heard  Ruthven  say  at 
that  moment,  "  We  are  officers,  seize  their  arms," 
or  "  lay  down  your  arms,"  I  cannot  tell  which. 
Upon  gaining  the  top  of  the  ladder,  Ruthven  turned 
a  little  to  the  left,  to  go  round  a  table  or  carpen- 
ter's bench.  I  observed  a  number  of  men  falling- 
back  to  the  other  end  of  the  room.  They  were 
apparently  all  armed.  I  also  saw  three  or  four 
men  backing  into  the  little  room  on  the  right. 
They  were  all  armed  with  swords  or  cutlasses. 
A  tall  man  immediately  brandished  a  sword  at  me  : 
his  foot  was  advanced  in  a  fencing  attitude,  as  if 
he  meant  to  stab.  I  held  up  my  staff  in  my  left 
hand,  and  presented  a  pistol  at  him  with  my  right ; 
I  held  up  my  staff  that  he  might  see  it,  to  shew 
him  what  I  was.  The  light  was  then  as  good  as 
it  is  here  :  it  was  very  lightsome  :  1  desired  the 
man  to  desist,  or  I  certainly  would  fire.  I  did  not 
fire  then,  I  did  afterwards.  I  did  not  know  who 
the  tall  man  was  that  threatened  me  at  the  time, 
but  I  have  seen  him  since,  and  I  know  it  was 
Thistlewood.  There  were  some  persons  in  the 
further  room  to  the  right.  There  was  another 
closet  near  to  the  ladder,  which  was  not  discovered 
nor  opened  for  half  an  hour  afterwards.  No  one 
was  found  there.  Smithers  rushed  past,  and  en- 
deavoured to  get  into  the  little  room.  I  saw  the 
tall  man  draw  his  hand  back,  and   make  a  thrust 
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of  a  sword  at  him,  which  I  saw  strike  him  on  the 
breast. 

It  was  the  same  tall  man,  Thistlewood,  who  had 
flourished  his  sword  at  me.  The  manner  in  which 
he  did  it  made  me  fix  my  eyes  on  him,  so  as  to 
mark  the  kind  of  countenance  he  had.  Smithers, 
on  being  struck,  immediately  threw  up  his  hands, 
fell  towards  me,  and  exclaimed,  "  Oh !  my  God  !' 
I  instantly  fired  at  the  man  who  killed  Smithers, 
but  I  missed  him.  Smithers  fell  against  me  at 
the  time,  so  as  to  drive  me  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs.  A  rush  was  then  made  by  the  party,  and 
I  was  knocked  down  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  the  ladder.  The  moment  I  fired,  the  candles 
were  all  put  out  with  the  swords. 

I  think  there  were  four  or  five  and  twenty  per- 
sons present.  There  were  four  or  five  in  the 
small  room.  The  time  was  so  short  that  very 
little  observation  could  be  made.  I  ran  to  the 
door,  when  two  or  three  shots  were  fired  in  the 
stable  below,  where  I  was.  I  don't  know  by 
whom. they  were  fired.  It  was  in  the  dark,  and  I 
could  not  discover  friend  from  foe.  1  do  not  know 
that  any  officer  fired  except  myself.  I  have  not 
heard  of  such  a  thing.  When  I  arrived  at  the 
door,  I  heard  a  cry  of  "  Stop  him,"  and  instantly 
saw  a  man  running  at  the  other  side  of  the  street ; 
I  pursued,  and  took  him  in  the  street,  about  twenty 
yards  from  the  door.  When  laying  hold  of  him, 
he  made  a  cut  at  me  with  a  long  sword.  This  was 
the  man  of  colour.  I  received  a  cut,  a  very  slight 
one,  in  the  leg.  I  think  it  was  when  his  arm,  in 
striking  at  me,  swung  round  my  neck,  that  the 
sword,  which  was  a  very  long  one,  hit  my  leg. 
The  man's  name  is  Davidson.  I  believe  him  to 
be  the  same  man  who  kept  the  door,  but  I  will 
not  positively  swear  to  that.  I  took  him  to  a 
shop  at  the  corner,  and  seized  his  fusil,  which  was 
that  of  a  light-horseman,  but  perhaps  rather 
heavier. 
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I  have  seen  Thistlewood,  and  I  believe  him  to 
be  the  man  that  struck  Smithers.  I  did  not  know 
him  at  the  time.  I  saw  him  for  six  or  seven  se 
conds,  or  more,  when  he  brandished  his  sword  at 
me,  until  he  went  towards  the  little  room.  On 
seeing  that,  Smithers  rushed  forward,  and  the 
moment  he  got  near  the  door,  I  saw  him  struck. 
I  was  sure  that  he  was  killed.  It  was  a  stab — a 
thrust — he  received.  The  sword  was  vlong,  very 
bright,  and  triflingly  turned  at  the  end.  It  seemed 
sharp  on  both  sides.  He  brandished  it  at  me. 
The  whole  space  of  this  time  was  not  more  than 
ten  or  twelve  seconds.  1  saw  the  man  with  his 
sword,  before  I  got  to  the  top  of  the  ladder.  As 
soon  as  Davidson  was  secured,  I  returned  to  the 
place,  and  I  then  found  the  military  had  come.  I 
left  Davidson  in  a  shop,  with  two  of  our  people  to 
take  care  of  him.  The  prisoners  were  all  dis- 
armed, and  I  proceeded  to  tie  them  together.  I 
was  only  a  few  minutes  gone  when  I  took  David- 
son.    I  stayed  as  little  time  as  I  possibly  could. 

As  soon  as  I  had  tied  the  prisoners  I  went  to 
Smithers ;  he  was  lying  on  his  face.  I  turned 
him  up,  and  I  believe  he  breathed  faintly.  I 
afterwards  found  a  pistol,  a  bayonet,  a  quantity 
of  ball  cartridges,  and  several  bullets.  Many 
other  weapons  were  found  by  the  officers. 

I  am  most  positive  of  the  identity  of  Thistle- 
wood.     I  feel  no  hesitation  on  the  subject. 

[Here  the  witness  handed  some  of  the  bullets 
which  he  had  taken  to  the  Jury.] 

Witness  continued. — I  was  entering  the  centre 
of  the  room  when  Smithers  passed  me.  I  had  my 
eyes  fixed  on  Thistlewood,  when  he  was  brandish- 
ing his  sword.  I  am  able  to  recognize  him,  though 
I  could  not  recognise  any  of  the  others.  I  saw 
him  for  eight  or  ten  seconds,  but  I  cannot  speak 
to  his  dress :  it  was  a  dark  dress,  but  I  cannot 
speak  to  it  distinctly.  I  heard  yesterday,  that 
Thistlewood  was  the  person  who  struck  the  blow, 
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but  that  did  not  affect  my  opinion.  I  would 
sworn  to  him,  if  it  had  not  been  mention 
There  were  several  persons  wounded.  An  officer 
named  Biggs  was  wounded.  The  place  where 
the  business  ocurred  is  not  ten  yards  from  this. 
It  is  the  first  stable  down  the  yard,  and  is,  I  think, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  street.  When  I  fell  down 
the  ladder,  I  fell  on  some  of  the  officers  who  were 
coming  up.  I  should  have  been  shot  if  I  had  not 
so  fallen.  There  were  several  shots  fired  in  the 
stable.  I  had  a  cutlass  by  my  side,  but  could  not 
use  it.  The  flashes  were  numerous  below,  but  I 
could  not  see  who  or  what  they  were  who  fired. 
In  the  confusion  Davidson  escaped,  but  I  after- 
wards took  him.  When  I  came  back  there  were 
several  persons  in  custody.  There  were  many 
shots  fired  from  the  window. 

We  officers  carry  cutlasses,  but  they  could  be 
of  no  use  against  the  length  of  the  swords  which 
the  party  made  use  of. 

I  cannot  state  the  specific  words  of  the  warrant. 
It  was  given  to  me  in  the  street  by  Mr.  Birnie, 
and  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Baker, 
the  magistrate. 

The  Coroner  inquired  of  Pyall,  the  beadle, 
whether  he  had  the  warrant  in  his  possession,  and 
was  answered  in  the  negative. 

The  Wttness  . — The  warrant  was  in  my  posses- 
sion ;  it  authorized  us  to  apprehend  Arthur  This- 
tlewood  and  thirteen  other  persons  named  in  it, 
for  unlawfully  assembling  together,  but  for  what 
specific  purpose  I  cannot  say,  and  to  bring  them 
before  the  sitting  magistrate,  to  be  dealt  with 
according  to  law. 

Pyall,  the  beadle,  was  despatched  to  Mr. 
Baker  for  the  warrant,  and  the  deposition  of  Ellis 
having  been  read  over  to  him,  he  signed  it. 

William  Westcott  next  underwent  an  exa- 
mination to  the  following  effect: — I  live  at 
No.  10,  Simmons-street,  Sloane-square,  Westmin- 
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ster,  and  am  one  of  the  assistant  patrol  of  Bow 
street. — On  Wednesday  night  last,  I  was  sent  to 
the  stable  in  Cato-street,  by  order  of  Mr.  Birnie. 
I  accompanied  Ruthven,  Ellis,  Smithers,  and 
others  to  the  spot.  Ruthven  went  first,  and  I 
followed  Smithers.  I  was  behind  him  in  the 
stable.  The  moment  Ruthven,  Ellis,  and  Smithers 
had  gone  up  the  ladder  leading-  to  the  loft,  1 
seized  a  man  in  the  stable  below  dressed  like  a 
butcher.  His  name  1  believe  was  Ings. — When 
I  entered,  he  rushed  out  against  me  :  and  finding 
resistance,  put  his  hand  to  his  belt,  as  if  to 
pull  something  out  of  it.  I  immediately  knocked 
him  down  by  hitting  him  on  the  right  eye.  He 
was  dressed  in  a  long  coat  beneath  his  jacket,  and 
had  an  apron  over  the  whole.  This  happened  be- 
fore the  first  pistol  was  fired,  and  I  was  in  the  act 
of  handcuffing  him  when  I  heard  a  fresh  pistol 
fired  in  the  loft.  I  had  not  quite  succeeded  before 
Thistlewood  came  down  the  ladder,  and  as  he 
was  upon  the  steps  fired  a  pistol ;  whether  levelled 
at  me  or  not  I  cannot  say.  Seeing  me  so  busily  en- 
gaged in  securing  the  butcher,  he  levelled  another 
shot  at  my  head,  and  at  the  same  time  made 
several  cuts  at  me  with  a  sabre.  The  pistol  went 
off,  and  the  shot  penetrated  my  hat.  I  knocked 
him  down  with  the  stick  I  had  in  my  hand,  but 
he  rose  and  succeeded  in  making  his  escape. 
While  I  was  engaged  with  Thistlewood,  Ings  con- 
trived to  make  his  escape  also  ;  when  Thistlewood 
was  gone,  I  found  that  I  was  wounded  in  the 
hand,  and  that  some  shot  had  gone  through  the 
flap  of  my  coat.  In  the  mean  time  both  Thistle- 
wood and  Ings  succeeded  in  getting  away.  I  pur- 
sued Thistlewood,  but  in  vain,  and  after  having 
followed  him  through  several  streets,  I  returned 
to  the  stable.  I  then  went  into  the  loft,  and  saw 
the  deceased  lying  dead  on  the  floor.  There 
were  several  persons  present,  and  the  prisoners 
aad  been  subdued. 
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The  Jury  asked  the  witness  whether  Thistle- 
,vood  was  the  first  who  came  down  the  steps? — 
There  was  a  complete  rush,  and  I  did  not  par- 
ticularly observe  whether  he  did  or  not.  Did  he 
come  down  before  the  officer  Smithers  fell  ? — I 
did  not  see  the  officer  fall.  You  went  with  the 
whole  body  of  the  officers? — Yes,  I  did.  There 
were  only  three  officers,  I  understand,  in  the  loft  ? 
— I  believe  no  more.  Where  were  the  others  ? 
— They  were  upon  the  scout.  Then  I  under- 
stand that  after  the  three  officers  mentioned  had 
gone  up,  Thistlewood  came  down,  and  prevented 
others  from  ascending  the  steps?  Yes;  and  he 
fired  down  the  steps  to  prevent  the  ascent  oi* 
others. 

Charles  Moy. — I  live  at  No.  11,  London 
court,  Mary-le-bone,  and  am  a  watchman.  On 
Wednesday  night,  about  half-past  eight,  I  appre- 
hended Ings,  while  Brooks  was  in  pursuit  or  him. 
He  fired  at  Brooks ;  but  I  cannot  say  what  fire- 
arms he  used,  as  he  threw  it  down  before  I 
reached  him.  Brooks  cried  out,  Stop  thief!  and 
I  immediately  apprehended  him.  The  ball  went 
through  the  coat  and  waistcoat  of  Brooks,  and 
grazed  the  top  of  his  shoulder.  I  took  Ings  down 
to  Mary-le-bone  watch-house,  assisted  by  Brooks 
and  another  officer.  I  searched  him,  and  found 
seven  or  eight  bullets  in  his  pockets,  some  gun- 
powder in  a  tin  flasket,  and  a  haversack.  He  had 
a  kind  of  belt  on  each  side  for  pistols. 

Sergeant  Legge,  of  the  2d  battalion  of  Cold- 
stream Guards,  was  next  examined. — On  Wed- 
nesday evening  last  I  was  called  up  about  eight 
o'clock,  and  received  orders  to  march  to  John- 
street,  Edgware-road.  I  was  then  quartered  in 
Portman-street  barracks.  A  picket,  usually  em- 
ployed on  occasions  when  the  military  is  required 
in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  was  ordered  out.  It 
was  commanded  by  Captain  Fitzclarence.  Upon 
arriving  at  John-street,  we  were  unable  to  ascer- 
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tain  the  spot  whither  we  ought  to  proceed,  and 
the  captain  advanced  to  ascertain  what  we  were 
to  do.  When  he  returned,  he  ordered  the  picket 
to  advance  at  double  quick  time.  Upon  reaching 
the  stable  in  Cato-street,  I  observed  a  man  stand- 
ing with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  He  presented  it  at 
Captain  Fitzclarence,  and  I  knocked  it  aside  with 
my  pike.  I  then  seized  the  muzzle-end  of  the  pis- 
tol with  my  hand,  and  a  scuffle  ensued  between  the 
man  and  myself  about  the  pistol.  I  kept  firm  hold 
of  it  till  it  went  off,  and  the  ball  passing  by  my  arm, 
tore  the  cloth  off  my  sleeve.  (Witness  here  ex- 
hibited the  sleeve  of  his  coat,  which  appeared  to 
be  very  much  torn.)  In  wrestling  with  the  pri- 
soner, I  held  my  face  down  to  the  lock  of  the  pistol, 
and  as  it  went  off  the  ball  grazed  my  right  eye- 
brow. As  soon  as  the  pistol  was  discharged,  the 
prisoner  let  go  his  hold.  I  secured  him,  and  de- 
livered him  over  to  the  police.  I  believe  the 
prisoner's  name  is  Tidd.  After  this  skirmish  I 
followed  my  officer  and  part  of  the  picket  up  the 
steps  into  the  loft.  The  greater  part  of  the  picket 
had  reached  the  loft  before  I  was  disengaged 
from  the  prisoner.  When  I  had  reached  the  loft 
I  discovered  a  table  in  the  centre  of  it,  nearly 
covered  with  pistols,  blunderbusses,  ammunition, 
and  other  arms  of  various  descriptions.  Three 
men  had  then  surrendered ;  I  think  their  names 
were  Monument,  Cooper,  and  Gilchrist.  I  do 
not  recollect  what  police-officers  were  present  at 
the  time.  Upon  looking  on  the  floor,  I  saw  the 
deceased  lying  dead  at  my  feet.  His  body  was 
examined  by  the  picket,  and  I  perceived  the 
wound  on  his  right  breast.  I  was  ordered  back 
to  the  barracks  for  a  reinforcement,  and  when  I 
returned,  the  whole  of  the  prisoners  taken  that 
moment  were  collected  into  the  loft.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  reinforcement,  the  prisoners  were 
conveyed  to  Bow-street. 

Here  one  of  the  jury  observed,  that  the  inouest 
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had  proceeded  far  enough  to  ascertain  the  acts  of 
Thistlewood.  The  Coroner  replied,  that  those, 
who  were  aiding  and  abetting  in  the  murder  were 
equally  guilty  as  the  principal ;  and  it  would  be 
necessary  to  ascertain  who  they  were,  and  what 
they  did. 

Here  the  examination  was.  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  a  messenger,  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Baker,  the  magistrate,  to  the  Coroner.  It  was 
read  aloud,  and  was  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  I  granted  a  warrant 
on  Wednesday  the  23d  instant,  for  the  appre- 
hension of  Arthur  Thistlewood,  and  several  others, 
on  a  charge  of  felony,  and  that  I  afterwards  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Ellis  an  order  to  lay  it  before 
the  Privy-Council  on  the  examination  of  the  pri- 
soners when  in  custody.  It  has  not  yet  been 
returned  to  me,  nor  do  I  think  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  obtain  it  at  the  present  moment.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  better  to  adjourn  the  inquest  for  the 
present,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  get  it  for  you 
to-morrow,  or  send  you  the  information  on  which 
it  was  issued." 

William  Sarmon, — I  live  in  Edgeware-road, 
and  am  a  tailor  by  trade.  On  Wednesday  night, 
about  eight  o'clock,  I  was  passing  through  Cato- 
street,  and  when  opposite  to  the  stable  I  heard 
Westcott  say  that  Smithers  had  been  stabbed. 
In  two  or  three  minutes  afterwards  two  men 
rushed  out  of  the  stable.  One  of  the  two  cut  me 
with  a  sabre  on  the  hat.  He  was  a  tall  man  dressed 
in  a  dark  coat.  He  struck  at  me  twice,  and 
hit  my  thigh,  but  fortunately  did  not  wound 
me.  I  was  so  frightened  at  the  moment,  that  I 
could  not  tell  which  way  he  ran,  and  I  did  not 
stop  to  look.  There  were  many  people  in  the 
street  at  the  time.  I  do  not  know  the  appearance 
of  Thistlewood.  I  only  observed  that  the  man 
who  struck  me  was  of  a  pale  complexion,  and 
wore  a  dark  long  coat.     The  other  man  who  ac- 
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companied  him  out  of  the  stable  did  not  attempt 
to  strike  me.  They  both  passed  behind  me  on 
the  right  hand,  I  think,  through  the  gateway 
towards  John-street.  I  heard  several  shots  within 
the  building,  while  I  was  standing  opposite  the 
stable.  That  night  I  wore  a  loose  coat,  and  by 
that  means  I  was  not  wounded.  I  saw  Westcott 
go  into  the  stable,  and  I  knew  him  well.  I  had 
seen  him  many  times  before. 

Here  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  ter- 
minated, and  the  Coroner  expressed  a  wish  to 
receive  some  information  respecting  the  christian 
names  of  those  who  had  been  described  as  having 
been  apprehended  in  the  stable.  He  thought 
there  was  no  distinction  between  the  case  of 
Thistlewood  and  the  other  prisoners;  they  all 
entertained  the  same  mischievous  design,  and 
shewed  their  purpose  but  too  plainly,  in  being  so 
well  furnished  with  fire-arms,  hand-grenades,  #-c. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Jury  were  satisfied  with  the  evidence  already 
received. 

A  juryman  said,  he  wished  to  put  a  question  to 
Ruthven,  the  officer,  before  the  verdict  was  pro- 
nounced ;  but  Mr.  Pyall,  the  summoning  officer, 
stated,  that  Ruthven  had  gone  away,  notwith- 
standing his  particular  request  that  he  should 
remain. 

The  Coroner  wished  to  know  whether  any  of 
the  Jury  required  an  adjournment  of  the  inquest; 
if  they  did,  he  would  willingly  attend  to  their 
request.  The  Jury  unanimously  declared  that  they 
were  satisfied ;  and  the  Coroner,  in  a  formal 
manner,  asked,  "  Is  Arthur  Thistlewood  guilty  or 
not  guilty  of  murder?" 

Foreman. — Guilty. 

Coroner. — Is  William  Davidson  guilty  of  murder 
or  manslaughter? 

Foreman. — Guilty  of  murder. 

One  of  the  Jury  wished  to  ask  a  question,  which 
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he  thought  of  some  importance,  before  the  verdict 
was  pronounced  upon  all  the  prisoners.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  those  who  might  have  met  for  a 
different  purpose  were  equally  guilty  of  the  mur- 
der with  Thistlewood  ? 

The  Coroner  replied,  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  they  were  implicated  in  the  murder  as 
much  as  Thistlewood  himself,  for  whatever  illegal 
purpose  they  might  have  met.  They  had  impeded 
the  officer  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  and  one  of 
them  had  killed  him. 

A  Juryman. — If  any  of  the  prisoners  had  been 
put  in  the  same  situation  as  Thistlewood,  they 
would  probably  have  acted  in  the  same  manner. 

Another  Juryman. — But  are  those  who  surren- 
dered themselves  equally  guilty  ? 

Coroner. — There  can  be  no  doubt  of  it.  They 
were  all  assembled  for  one  common  purpose,  and 
the  act  of  one  is  the  act  of  the  whole.  It  is  clearly 
murder  in  them  all.  If  a  man  intends  to  do  a 
mischief  to  another,  and,  instead  of  killing  him, 
happens  to  kill  a  second,  it  is  equally  murder,  as 
if  he  had  killed  the  man  he  intended. 

A  Juryman. — Another  doubt  arises  in  my  mind. 
Had  not  these  men  a  right  to  defend  themselves, 
after  the  pistol  had  been  fired  by  the  officer  Ellis  ? 

Coroner. — Certainly  not ;  there  cannot  be  a 
doubt  upon  it. 

The  jury,  by  their  foreman,  then  pronounced  a 
verdict  of  "  Guilty  of  Murder"  against  the  follow- 
ing prisoners :  James  Ings ;  Charles  Cooper ; 
Richard  Tidd ;  John  Monument ;  John  Charles 
Strange  ;  Richard  Blackburn  ;  James  Wilson  ; 
James  Gilchrist ;  and  others  unknown. 

In  the  course  of  the  day,  the  afflicted  parents  of 
the  deceased  visited  the  body,  and  showed  much 
feeling  upon  the  occasion.  The  old  couple  were 
so  decrepit  as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  get  up  stairs. 
Smithers  was  a  stout,  good-looking  man,  about 
thirty-three  years  of  age. 
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In  addition  to  the  wound  that  was  the  immedi- 
ate cause  of  the  death  of  Smithers,  it  was  found 
that  a  pistol  bullet  had  penetrated  his  shoulder 
nearly  six  inches.  It  was  extracted  by  Bennett, 
and  was  found  to  have  been  cast  from  pewter. 
A  second  sabre  wound  was  also  found  under  his 
blade-bone.  In  what  manner  these  wounds  were 
inflicted,  there  are  no  means  of  knowing,  but  it  is 
supposed  they  occurred  after  his  fall. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  the  2d  of  March,  at  four 
o'clock,  his  remains  were  removed  from  his  lodgings 
in  Carteret-street,  in  the  Broadway,  Westminster, 
and  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Margaret's, 
Westminster,  amidst  a  great  concourse  of  sympa- 
thizing spectators.  It  was  too  trying  a  task  for 
his  widow  to  undertake  to  follow  him  to  the 
grave,  and  she  was  prevailed  on  not  to  attempt 
it.  The  deceased's  father  and  brothers  followed 
as  principal  mourners.  They  were  succeeded  by 
some  private  friends,  and  a  numerous  assemblage 
of  officers  and  others  belonging  to  Bow-street 
office ;  Mr.  John  Lavender,  belonging  to  Queen- 
square  police-office,  to  which  the  deceased  for- 
merly belonged;  Mr.  Armstrong  and  his  son, 
both  officers  belonging  to  the  police-office  in  Wor- 
ship-street; making  in  the  whole  67  persons; 
thus  showing  the  last  mark  of  respect  to  a  de- 
parted officer,  who  had  fallen  a  sacrifice  by  the 
hands  of  a  ferocious  assassin. 

The  procession  passed  through  the  following 
streets ;  the  windows  of  each  house  were  filled 
with  spectators  of  both  sexes ; — Tothill-street, 
Dartmouth-street,  Great  and  Little  Queen-streets, 
Great  George-street,  and  through  the  grand  open- 
ing leading  to  St.  Margaret's-church.  The  rush 
from  the  crowd  to  gain  admittance  into  the  latter 
place  was  astonishing;  but  no  accident  occurred. 
The  service  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rod- 
ber.  The  church-yard  was  filled  with  an  immense 
crowd    of   persons   of   all   descriptions,    among 
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which  were  numerous  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
Guards.  A  general  regret  and  pity  seemed  to 
pervade  the  whole  of  this  vast  assemblage  at  the 
melancholy  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man.  The 
procession  then  returned  through  Tothill-street 
to  Carteret-street,  when  the  officers  returned  to 
the  undertaker's.  The  whole  of  this  funeral  was 
conducted  in  the  most  decorous  manner ;  and  se- 
veral magistrates  were  amongst  the  spectators. 

On  Sunday,  the  27th  of  February,  at  one 
o'clock,  the  Cabinet  Council  assembled  at  the  se- 
cretary of  state's  office  for  the  home  department, 
to  proceed  with  the  investigation  of  the  charges 
against  the  assassins.  Their  lordships  were  as- 
sisted by  the  law  officers. 

Robert  Adams,  late  a  private  of  the  Royal 
Horse-Guards,  and  who  had  become  king's  evi- 
dence, was  examined  before  their  lordships,  which 
occupied  their  time  till  half-past  two  o'clock, 
which  was  then  too  late  an  hour  to  proceed  with 
the  examination  of  Abel  Hall,  a  tailor,  who  had 
been  apprehended  on  Saturday  morning  by  La- 
vender, Bishop,  and  Salmon,  the  officers,  in 
Seward-street,  Chiswell-street. 

A  quantity  of  ball-cartridges,  a  musket,  and  a 
cavalry  sword,  which  they  found  concealed  in  a 
ruinous  shed  at  the  back  of  a  small  house  near 
the  Regent's  park,  were  this  day  produced.  The 
woman  occupying  the  house  was  also  brought  up, 
but  after  a  short  examination  she  was  discharged. 
It  did  not  appear  that  she  had  any  knowledge  of 
these  things  being  on  her  premises.  These  ar- 
ticles appear  to  have  been  deposited  in  the  place 
where  they  were  found  by  some  of  the  conspi- 
rators in  their  retreat. 

On  Monday,  the  28th  of  February,  the  Privy- 
Council  again  met,  and  on  this  day  a  proclamation 
was  placarded  in  different  parts  of  London,  of- 
fering a  reward  of  200/.  for  the  apprehension  of 
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John  Palin,  alias  Peeling,  who  had  been  charged 
with  high  treason.  He  was  described  as  being  a 
child's  chair-maker,  and  as  having  been  formerly 
a  corporal  in  the  East  London  Militia,  and  about 
forty  years  of  age. 

Private  information  was  the  same  evening  given 
to  Lavender  and  Bishop,  that  Palin,  for  whose 
apprehension  the  reward  of  200/.  had  been  offered, 
was  concealed  in  a  house  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Battle-bridge.  They  proceeded  immediately  with 
their  informer  to  the  spot  described,  but  found 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  suspicion  which 
had  arisen.  Though  the  officers  did  not  find 
Palin,  they  found  three  men  and  a  woman  of 
somewhat  suspicious  appearance.  One  man  was 
in  bed,  and  said  he  was  unwell.  The  patrol 
suspecting  him  to  be  one  of  the"Cato-street  gang 
of  assassins,  and  that  he  was  in  bed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bruises  he  had  received,  made  him 
get  up,  when  he  was  found  to  have  all  his  clothes 
on  except  his  shoes.  They  stripped  him,  but  he 
had  no  bruises.  The  other  two  men  were  melt- 
ing lead  in  a  frying-pan.  One  of  the  men  lived 
at  that  place,  the  others  in  Monmouth-street  and 
Brownlow-street.  They  were  all  three  brought 
to  the  office,  and  underwent  an  examination  be- 
fore Mr.  Birnie,  when  there  being  no  charge 
against  them,  and  they  not  being  known,  they 
were  discharged.  It  is  supposed  that  Palin 
might  have  taken  the  alarm,  and  escaped  at  the 
back  of  the  house  while  the  officers  were  knock- 
ing at  the  door. 

The  notorious  Preston,  the  cobbling  politician, 
of  Spa-fields'  memory,  was  also  this  day  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  the  plot, 
under  a  warrant  issued  by  R.  Birnie,  Esq.  It 
appears  that  the  lodgings  of  this  man  were 
searched  a  few  days  before,  but  nothing  of 
a  suspicious  nature  was  found.  On  those  oc- 
casions he  facetiously  said — "  his  armory  could 
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not  boast  of  a  swan-shot,  nor  his  port-folio  of  a 
scrap  of  paper  of  the  slightest  political  interest." 
Circumstances  afterwards  transpired  which  led  to 
his  arrest  upon  a  charge  of  high  treason.  He 
was  found  industriously  engaged  in  mending  a 
shoe,  with  his  family  about  him.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  this  new  visit,  but  submitted  to  his 
fate  with  cheerfulness,  not  unaccompanied  by  an 
apparent  sense  of  his  own  importance.  His 
daughters  were  highly  indignant  at  this  intrusion 
on  their  domestic  privacy.  The  officers  con- 
ducted their  prisoner  to  Bow-street  office,  from 
whence  he  was  sent  to  the  Marquis  of  Anglesea 
public-house  opposite.  He  was  placed  under  thtj 
care  of  Lack,  one  of  the  patrol.  He  called  for 
"  a  pipe  and  pot,"  and,  seating  himself  before 
the  fire,  seemed  perfectly  happy.  He  laughingly 
said  to  a  gentleman  who  went  to  see  him,  that 
he  thought  "  the  farce  would  not  be  complete 
till  he  was  taken."  He  had  previously  denied  all 
knowledge  of  the  late  conspiracy.  After  being 
shortly  examined  before  Mr.  Birnie,  he  was  sent 
to  Covent-garden  watch-house,  where  he  re 
mained  in  confinement  during  that  night.  On 
the  following  morning  he  was  removed  from  that 
place  of  confinement  to  the  secretary  of  state's 
office  for  the  home  department,  where,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  the  Lords  of  the  Council  assembled,  con- 
sisting of  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  the  Marquis  of 
Camden,  Mr.  Peel,  Sir  William  Scott,  Sir  John 
Nicholls,  Mr.  Sturges  Bourne,  together  with  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-Generals,  and  other  law 
officers. 

Mr.  Buller,  one  of  the  principal  clerks  of  the 
council,  attended  to  take  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. When  Preston  was  taken  in  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  he  behaved  with  his 
usual  boldness  and  low  insolence  to  most  of  their 
lordships  personally.  He  called  upon  them  with 
the  most   ludierously  impudent   arrogance,  and 
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asked  what  they  meant  by  sending  for  him  to  dis 
turb  his  peace  of  mind,   and  to  disturb  the  eco- 
nomy of  his  family,  alluding  to  his  three  daughters 
binding  shoes,  and  himself  making  them. 

The  examination  of  this  impudent  fellow  lasted 
about  half  an  hour,  after  which  he  was  committed 
to  Tothillfields-bridewell  in  the  custody  of  two  of 
the  Bow-street  officers.  When  he  returned  from 
the  Council  Chamber  he  was  almost  breathless, 
and  gasped  out  to  those  about  him — "  Bless  me, 
how  I  perspire  !  but  I  always  do  when  I  have 
any  thing  like  a  subject  to  speak  upon."  Whilst 
his  commitment  was  making  out,  he  requested 
to  be  assisted  with  a  little  porter.  Some  porter 
was  given  to  him,  and  whilst  he  was  drinking  it 
Lord  Castlereagh  passed  through  the  hall,  when 
Preston  observed,  "  Aye,  there  he  goes !  His 
lordship  will  remember  what  I  have  said  to  him 
as  long  as  he  lives.  I  have  talked  more  treason, 
as  they  call  it,  to-day,  than  ever  I  did  in  my 
whole  life  before."  The  porter  seemed  to  inspire 
him,  and  he  was  proceeding  with  more  remarks, 
when  the  officers  received  his  commitment,  and 
he  was  led  to  the  coach  which  was  to  convey 
him  to  prison.  A  number  of  gentlemen  were 
assembled  in  the  hall ;  and,  as  he  passed  through 
the  midst  of  them,  he  bowed  and  smiled  on  all 
sides,  repeatedly  saying,  "God  bless  you  all." 

In  the  course  of  the  day  an  application  was 
made  at  the  police-office,  Bow-street,  by  one  of 
Preston's  daughters,  to  be  allowed  to  see  her 
father,  and  to  deliver  him  some  clean  linen ;  she 
was  referred  by  the  magistrate  to  Lord  Sidmouth, 
and  accordingly  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his 
Lordship,  which  she  carried  to  the  office  of  the 
Home  Department,  and  delivered  it  to  one  of  the 
messengers,  while  she  waited  in  the  hall  for  an 
answer : — 

"  My  Lord, — I  entreat  your  Lordship  to  allow 
an  agonized  daughter  to  have  an   interview  with 
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her  father,  who  was  dragged  from  home,  and  his 
family,  consisting  of  three  daughters  besides 
myself,  totally  unprotected,  on  a  charge  of  which 
he  is  completely  innocent,  and  of  which  he  has  no 
knowledge  whatever.  My  father's  house  was 
searched  four  times  successively  on  four  different 
days,  and  nothing  was  found  that  could  at  all 
criminate  him  in  the  late  dreadful  proceedings. 

"  I  have  called  at  Bow-street  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  my  father  some  linen,  and  also  to  know 
if  he  could  be  held  to  bail,   and  have  been   re 
ferred  to  your  Lordship.     I  am  now  waiting  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Home  Department  Office  with 
the  linen  to  give  to  my  father ;  and  I  hope  your 
Lordship  will  grant  me  an  interview  with  him. 
"  1  am,  my  Lord, 
"  Your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Ann  Preston. "' 
"  17,  Princes-street,  Drury-lane,  F.eb.QQ. 
"  To  Lord  discount  Sidmouth,  &c.  &c." 

After  being  absent  some  time,  the  messenger 
who  carried  the  letter  to  his  Lordship  returned, 
and  told  her  she  must  call  again  on  the  following 
day  for  an  answer.  She  then  inquired  where  her 
father  was,  and  was  informed  that  he  had  been 
examined  that  day  before  the  Privy- Council,  and 
had  been  committed.  She  then  left  the  office  in 
tears. 

The  next  morning  she  waited  at  the  office  of  the 
Home  Department,  as  she  had  been  directed,  for 
an  answer  to  her  application.  She  saw  Mr.  Hob- 
house,  and  was  told  by  him,  that  she  could  not  see 
her  father  till  after  the  following  Friday;  and,  if 
she  would  call  again  on  the  Saturday,  she  would 
probably  have  an  order  to  see  him.  She  waited 
in  the  lobby  until  her  father  was  brought  out,  after 
his  examination  before  the  Privy-Council,  and  he 
looked  very  anxiously  at  her ;  but  they  were  not 
allowed  to  speak  to  each  other.  She  had  a  bundle 
of  linen ;  and,  when  her  father  was  conveyed  to 
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Tothill-fields  prison,  she  followed  him,  and  gave 
the  linen  to  the  governor. 

About  this  time  Waddington,  the  fellow  who 
had  been  brought  into  some  notoriety,  by  his  arrest 
for  being  the  bearer  of  a  placard,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  create  an  unlawful  assembly  on 
Kennington  Common,  appeared  before  Mr.  Hicks, 
the  sitting  magistrate  at.  Bow-street,  and  with 
ridiculous  effrontery,  stated  that  the  reason  of 
his  calling  was  to. .say  that  the  officers  had  seized 
his  books  and  papers,  which  they  were  very 
welcome  to  do,  as  he  had  nothing  in  his  possession 
that  he  was  ashamed  of,  or  that  could  lead  to 
any  charge.  His  landlady,  who  was  present 
when  his  place  was  searched  for  books  and 
papers,  told  him  that  the  officers  had  left  a 
message,  desiring  him  to  attend  at  the  office,  as 
he  was  wanted  there ;  and  he  consequently  at- 
tended. 

Mr.  Hicks,  the  magistrate,  professed  himself 
unacquainted  with  the  affair ;  but  desired  that 
inquiries  should  be  made,  and  it  turned  out  that 
some  of  the  police-officers  had  searched  his 
lodgings,  and  had  seized  his  books  and  papers ; 
but  they  denied  having  left  any  message  for  his 
appearance  at  the  office,  and  there  was  no  doubt 
but  that  it  was  a  mistake  of  his  landlady  in 
relating  to  him  what  had  passed. 

The  magistrate  informed  him  that  he  had  no 
charge  against  him.  Waddington  withdrew  from 
the  office,  after  telling  the  magistrate  that  he 
might  always  be  found  when  wanted. 

We  are  happy,  however,  to  announce  that  this 
man  has  since  relinquished  politics,  and  taken  up 
the  more  quiet  occupation  of  porter  to  a  tallow- 
chandler.  From  his  former  enthusiasm  in  the 
cause,  however,  it  was  supposed  possible  that  he 
might  have  afforded  shelter  to  some  of  his  quon- 
dam friends,  and  accordingly  the  officers  were 
directed  to  search  his  lodgings.     They  found  no 
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trace  of  radicalism,  except  a  whole-length  portrai 
of  himself,  blowing  a  horn,  carrying  a  large  bundle 
of  twopenny  trash  under  his  arm,  and  in  his  hat  a 
paper,  inscribed  "  Order,  order !  Public  Meeting 
in  Smithfield  on  Wednesday  next.v  Underneath 
was  written  "  Samuel  Waddington,  printer  and 
publisher  to  the  Radical  Union." 

Having  had  occasion  to  introduce  the  names  of 
these  men,  who  have  lately  forced  themselves 
on  the  notice  of  the  Public  by  their  absurd,  but 
highly  mischievous,  interference  in  politics,  it  may 
not  be  thought  altogether  irrelevant  if  we  intro- 
duce a  description  of  the  Radical  Committee  Room, 
at  the  White  Lion,  Wych-street,  this  being  the  ren- 
dezvous, or  place  of  meeting,  where  these  self- 
elected  Radical  Committees  held  their  nightly 
meetings. 

The  White  Lion  was  a  public-house,  but  has 
very  properly  been  deprived  of  its  license  by 
the  Magistrates.  It  is  situated  a  short  distance 
from  Newcastle-street,  towards  the  New  Inn; 
the  entrance  to  it  from  the  street  is  up  a  dark 
narrow  passage,  about  thirty  yards  long.  In  the 
tap-room,  over  the  embers  of  an  expiring  fire, 
sat  a  set  of  suspicious,  ill-looking  fellows,  huddled 
close  together;  whilst  at  a  small  deal   table  to 

the   right  sat  Mr. ,  with  a  book  and  some 

papers  and  printed  bills  before  him;  from  the 
obscurity  of  the  place,  having  no  light  but  what 
proceeded  from  a  candle  placed  before  Mr.  — , 
or  from  that  in  the  bar,  a  stranger  coming  in 
would  not  be  able  to  recognise  any  of  the  faces 
on  seeing  them  afterwards  elsewhere.  On  the 
right  hand,  on  entering  the  house,  is  a  small 
parlour;  here  of  an  evening  a  select  committee 
assembled,  and  no  others  were  admitted.  This 
was  the  room  in  which  the  most  private  transac- 
tions were  carried  on;  Mr.  Thistlewood  or 
Dr.  Watson  always  came  out  into  the  passage  to 
speak  to  any  person  who  called  there  on  business. 
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In  a  very  large  room  up  stairs,  and  which  is  oc- 
casionally used  as  a  school-room,  upwards  of  a 
hundred  ill-looking  persons  have  assembled  of  an 
evening;  in  it  the  open  committee  and  loose 
members  of  the  society  met;  it  had  ranges  of 
forms  all  round  and  across  the  room,  and  had 
hardly  ever  more  than  two  or  three  candles  to 
illuminate  it.  Here  their  processions,  #*c,  were 
arranged;  their  flags,  fyc,  kept;  whilst  the  more 
private  business  was  carried  on  below  in  the 
parlour. 

We  now  resume  our  narrative  of  the  proceed- 
ings previous  to  the  final  commitmep*  ^C  the  pri- 
soners for  trial. 

On  Thursday,  March  2d,  the  Lo  *ds  of  the 
Council  met  by  appointment  at  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  for  the  Home  Department,  at  twelve 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  deliberate  on  the 
charges  against  the  prisoners,  and  to  determine 
on  the  best  and  most  proper  mode  of  proceeding 
against  them  without  interrogating  the  prisoners 
or  examining  any  witnesses.  The  meeting  was 
attended  by  the  Cabinet  Ministers,  the  Marquis 
Camden,  Viscount  Palmerston,  Mr.  C.  P.  Yorke, 
the  chief  Baron  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  the  Hon.  R.  Ryder,  Sir  John  Nicholl, 
Mr.  R.  Peel,  Mr.  W.  Huskisson,  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  and  Mr.  S.  Bourne.  There  were  also 
present  the  Attorney- General,  the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, and  Mr.  Baker,  the  magistrate  belonging 
to  the  police-office  in  Marlborough-street,  who 
signed  the  warrant  for  entering  the  premises  in 
Cato-street,  and  for  the  apprehension  of  the  gang. 
Their  lordships  continued  in  deliberation  till  near 
half- past  two  o'clock. 

In  consequence  of  some  mistake  in  the  trans- 
mission of  an  order,  a  number  of  the  prisoners 
were  brought  up  from  Coldbath-fields  prison,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  but  as  their  lord 
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ships  had  determined  not  to  enter  into  any  exami- 
nation of  the  prisoners  themselves  on  this  day, 
they  were  sent  back  under  an  escort,  a  few  minutes 
after  their  arrival. 

The  nt-xt  day  another  meeting  of  the  lords  of 
the  council  took  place,  which  was  attended  by  the 
same  persons  as  that  on  the  previous  day,  with 
the  addition  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Roth  well,  Sir  William 
Curtis,  and  other  public  characters. 

Soon  after  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Laven- 
der, Salmon,  and  other  officers,  arrived  in  three 
coaches  at  Coldbath-fields  prison,  with  orders  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  bring  the  conspirators 
to  Whitehall,  for  examination  before  the  Privy 
Council.  Mr.  Adkins,  the  governor  of  the  prison, 
immediately  delivered  over  the  following  prisoners 
into  the  care  of  the  officers,  viz.,  Thistlewood, 
Monument,  Wilson,  Davidson,  Tidd,  Gilchrist, 
Ings,  Bradburn,  Shaw,  Cooper,  and  Brunt.  They 
were  immediately  conveyed  in  the  coaches  pro- 
vided for  their  reception  to  Whitehall.  The  pri- 
soners were  all  handcuffed  to  each  other. 

About  the  time  that  this  detachment  reached 
Whitehall,  Mr.  Nodder,  the  Keeper  of  Tothill- 
fields  prison,  arrived  at  the  same  place  in  a  coach, 
with  Preston,  Simmonds,  Harrison,  Hall,  and 
Firth,  the  keeper  of  the  loft  in  Cato-street. 

The  whole  of  the  prisoners,  on  their  arrival  at 
Whitehall,  were  placed  in  the  first  apartment. 
Those  from  the  House  of  Correction  were  placed 
in  a  line,  handcuffed  together,  on  the  bench  im- 
mediately facing  the  entrance,  and  the  Tothill- 
fields'  prisoners  were  seated  on  a  bench  at  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  room. 

The  appearance  of  the  whole  was  wretched  in 
the  extreme,  and  one  or  two  of  them  seemed 
mere  boys.  Thistlewood  appeared  quite  downcast, 
his  features  every  day  undergoing  an  alteration 
•for  the  worse  ;  his  complexion  had  become  quite 
jaundiced,  and  his  general  appearance  nerveless 
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and  emaciated  ;  he  wore  the  old  brown  surtout  in 
which  he  had  been  seen  of  late  in  the  streets,  and 
kept  his  eyes  occasionally  gazing  with  indifference 
upon  the  strangers  who  thronged  the  room,  but 
mostly  fixed  on  the  ground.  Davidson,  the  man 
of  colour,  seemed  perfectly  at  his  ease,  and  talked 
cheerfully  to  the  prisoner  who  sat  next  him. 
Preston  was  not  only  quite  composed,  but  enjoy- 
ing a  constant  smile  of  self-complacency  at  the 
inquisitiveness  with  which  strangers  as  they 
passed  asked  "  Which  is  Preston  ?"  "  Which  is 
Thistlewood  ?"  Preston  seemed  in  his  usual  good 
spirits,  and  had  not  a  little  of  the  appearance  of 
having  exhilarated  them  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  by  a  jolly  draught.  While  the  prisoners 
were  in  this  room,  a  considerable  number  of  gen- 
tlemen were  permitted  to  pass  through  the  room, 
but  none  to  converse  with  them.  The  police-of- 
ficers were  stationed  at  the  end  of  each  seat. 

The  Council  being  assembled,  they  were  exa- 
mined singly  before  their  lordships. 

Arthur  Thistlewood  was  the  first  who  was 
called  in.  The  officers  immediately  unlocked  the 
handcuff  of  the  prisoner,  and  conducted  him  to 
the  Council-chamber.  He  went  up  stairs  with 
great  alacrity,  and  being  introduced,  he  was 
placed  at  the  end  of  the  table,  with  an  officer  on 
each  side  of  him.  The  Lord  Chancellor  presided, 
and  informed  the  prisoner  that  he  was  about  to 
be  committed  upon  the  double  charge  of  high  trea- 
son and  murder.  He  made  no  reply  ;  but  looked 
round  at  the  assembled  ministers  with  a  malignant 
scowl.  This  was  all  that  passed,  and  he  was 
immediately  re-conducted  to  his  companions :  he 
smiled  as  he  came  back,  and  returned  to  his  for- 
mer seat.  In  a  short  time,  as  if  in  contempt  of 
the  authority  by  which  he  was  coerced,  he  put  on 
his  hat,  and  assuming  a  look  of  defiance,  re- 
mained in  that  state  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
All  the  other  prisoners  were  subsequently  taken 
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up  in  the  same  manner.  Monument  and  Sirri- 
monds  were  the  last,  and  these  did  not  return  for 
nearly  half  an  hour.  It  appears  that  they,  at  this 
time,  endeavoured  to  make  their  peace  by  a  dis- 
closure of  what  they  knew. 

The  soldiers  engaged  in  the  affair  were  then 
called  in,  and  desired  to  look  at  the  men  whom 
they  thought  they  could  recognise.  Sergeant 
Legge  and  nine  privates  were  present.  They 
soon  came  forth,  and  said  they  had  no  doubt  as 
to  the  identity  of  the  men  they  had  assisted  in 
securing.  All  the  arms  and  ammunition  taken  from 
the  prisoners,  and  in  Cato-street,  were  deposited 
in  an  adjoining  room  under  a  guard. 

When  Ings  returned  from  the  Council-cham- 
ber, he  resumed  his  seat  with  great  s,ullenness ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  officers  had  replaced  his  hand- 
cuffs, he  and  Thistlewood  entered  into  conversa- 
tion with  great  eagerness.  Thistlewood  spoke 
almost  in  a  whisper  ;  but  Ings  was  more  loud ; 
and,  at  the  close  of  their  conference,  he  ejaculated, 
as  if  talking  to  himself,  but  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  by  all  in  the  room — "  It  is  want  of  food 
which  has  brought  us  here.  Death — death  would 
be  a  pleasure  to  me — I  would  sooner  be  hanged 
this  instant,  than  turned  into  the  street  there  ;  for 
I  should  not  know  where  to  get  a  bit  of  bread  for 
my  family ;  and  if  I  had  fifty  necks,  I'd  rather 
have  them  all  broken,  one  after  the  other,  than  see 
my  children  starve !" 

Preston  continued  very  talkative  and  lofty.  He 
seemed  bursting  with  impatience  to  go  before  the 
Council ;  raising  himself  from  his  chair  every  time 
the  door  opened,  in  hope  of  being  the  next  called ; 
then  sinking  back  into  his  seat  with  vexation  and 
disappointment,  and  exclaiming,  "  Oh  !  how  I 
long  to  go  up  !  My  genus  is  so  great  just  now,  1 
don't  think  there  is  any  man  alive  has  so  great  a 
genus  as  mine  is  at  this  moment."  Then  he  would 
pore  upon  the  ground  for  a  minute  or  two  in  deep 
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cogitation  ;  and  at  length  break  out  into  the  follow- 
ing soliloquy  : — "  If  it  is  the  will  of  the  Author 
of  the  World  that  I  should  perish  in  the  cause  of 
freedom — his  will,  and  not  mine,  be  done  !  It 
would  be  quite  a  triumph  to  me  !—  Quite  a  triumph 
tome!" — at  the  same  time  throwing  his  arms 
about  in  a  manner  which  savoured  strongly  of  in- 
sanity. It  was  not,  however,  his  fate  to  be  called 
before  the  council  at  all  at  this  time  ;  though,  when 
Thistlewood  and  some  others  expressed  regret 
that  they  had  not  applied  to  have  their  families 
admitted  to  see  them — he  desired  them  very  pomp- 
ously to  make  themselves  quite  easy  upon  that 
head,  for  he  would  take  care  to  mention  it  in  his 
speech  to  theii  Lordships. 

Immediately  after  the  prisoners  had  all  been 
called  in,  an  express  was  sent  off  to  Captain  J.  H. 
Elrington,  fort-major  of  the  Tower  of  London, 
directing  him  to  prepare  for  the  immediate  recep- 
tion of  ten  state  prisoners. 

The  whole  of  the  examinations  having  been 
brought  to  a  conclusion,  the  council  proceeded  to 
deliberate  upon  the  course  which  was  to  be 
adopted  with  respect  to  each  individual  case. 
They  remained  thus  engaged  for  nearly  two  hours. 
During  this  interval  the  crowd  in  front  of  the 
office  greatly  increased,  and  the  most  anxious 
entreaties  were  made  to  be  permitted  to  see  the 
conspirators.  These  were  in  most  cases  ineffec- 
tual. Only  a  few  noblemen  were  permitted  to 
enter,  including  lord  Westmoreland,  lord  Stair, 
and  some  others. 

The  prisoners  being  themselves  pretty  well  ap- 
prized of  the  charges  which  were  to  be  preferred 
against  them,  became  less  equivocal  in  their 
behaviour.  Wilson,  Davidson,  and  Tidd,  who 
were  linked  together,  were  most  daring.  They 
laughed  in  derision  at  the  persons  who  came  to 
view  them,  and  seemed  to  be  little  affected  by 
the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed.     Brunt 
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in  imitation  of  his  captain,  put  on  his  hat,  and 
thus  assumed  the  character  which  has  been 
assigned  him,  of  being  second  in  command.  At 
half  past  four  Mr.  Day,  the  clerk  of  the  papers, 
was  sent  for  by  Mr.  Hobhouse,  the  under  secre- 
tary of  state,  who  communicated  to  him  the 
orders  of  the  council. 

On  Mr.  Day's  return,  he  stated  to  Sir  Nathaniel 
Conant  and  Mr.  Baker,  who  were  remaining  in 
his  office,  that  eight  of  the  prisoners  were  to  be 
forthwith  committed  to  the  Tower.  He  then 
produced  the  list,  and  called  over  the  names  of 
the  persons  to  whom  he  alluded.     These  were  : 


Thistlewood, 
Monument, 
Brunt, 
Ings, 


Wilson, 
Harrison, 
Davidson, 
Tidd. 


The  men  came  forth  as  they  were  called,  and 
were  handcuffed  two  and  two.  A  short  time  now 
elapsed  while  the  warrant  to  the  constable  of  the 
Tower  was  preparing,  and  until  messengers  were 
despatched  to  obtain  carriages,  and  require  the 
presence  of  an  escort  of  the  Life  Guards.  This 
period  was  occupied  by  the  prisoners  in  a  sort  of 
confused  conversation.  Harrison  and  Thistlewood 
at  once  threw  off  all  reserve,  and  shook  hands. 
The  others  began  to  speak  freely.  Davidson  said 
he  should  like  about  a  pound  of  beef-steak  and  a 
pot  of  porter,  and  his  companions  agreed  that  it 
would  be  no  bad  finish  to  their  day's  amuse- 
ments. Thistlewood  said  aloud,  "  I  hear  the 
Spaniards  are  getting  on  famously !"  Wilson 
answered,  "  Are  they — a  cursed  good  job  !" 
"  Aye,"  replied  Thistlewood,  "  They'll  all  have 
it  in  their  turn ;  they  may  scrag  a  few  of  us,  but 
there  is  more  going  on  than  they  are  aware  of." 
Harrison  laughed,  and  exclaimed,  "  Aye,  time 
will  show  all  things." 

A  bustle  outside  now  announced  the  approach 
of  the  Horse  Guards,  who  drew  up  in  a  double 
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column  in  front  of  the  office,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Mayne  A  hackney  coach  then  drove 
up  to  the  door,  into  which  Thistlewood  and 
Brunt  were  put,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ruff,  one 
of  the  kino's  messengers,  to  whom  the  warrant 
was  delivered,  and  by  two  police-officers.  The 
coach  then  drew  off  to  a  short  distance,  preceded 
and  followed  by  four  of  the  Life  Guards.  A  se- 
cond carriage  then  came  up,  into  which  Davidson 
and  lugs  were  put ;  they  were  likewise  guarded 
by  two  officers.  Ings,  as  he  mounted  the  coach, 
exclaimed,  "  Hurra,  boys !"  in  expectation,  no 
doubt,  of  having  a  cheer  from  the  crowd  that 
was  assembled.  In  this,  however,  he  was  dis- 
appointed ;  not  a  word  escaped  from  the  lips  of 
the  by-standers  at  all  in  unison  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  conspirators — on  the  contrary,  they 
seemed  to  be  viewed  with  feelings  of  strong 
disgust. 

Wilson  and  Tidd  were  placed  in  the  third 
hackney  coach :  they  went  out  laughing ;  but, 
previous  to  their  departure,  they  turned  round, 
and,  in  common  with  all  those  who  had  been 
confined  in  Cold  Bath  Fields  prison,  begged  to  re- 
turn their  grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Adkins,  the  go- 
vernor, and  to  his  assistants,  for  the  humane  and 
kind  treatment  which  they  had  received  while 
under  their  care :  they  also  were  guarded  by  two 
police-officers.  The  last  who  went  out  were 
Harrison  and  Monument.  The  latter,  whose  di- 
minutive size  made  him  appear  somewhat  lu- 
dicrous when  placed  beside  his  gigantic  com- 
panion, was  greatly  depressed.  These  men  were 
in  like  manner  guarded  by  two  of  the  Bow-street 
patrol.  The  whole  four  carriages  being  now  in 
readiness,  and  a  constable  having  mounted  each 
box,  the  cavalcade  set  off,  completely  surrounded 
v  the  Horse  Guards. 

They  proceeded  over  Westminster-bridge,  and 
from  thence  bv   the  Westminster-road,   through 
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the  Borough,  and  over  Lonaon-bridge,  up  Fisl> 
street-hill,  down  Fenchurch-street,  the  Minories, 
across  Trinity- square  to  the  Tower  gate ;  and 
although  followed  all  the  way  by  an  immense 
throng,  not  one  expression  of  commiseration 
was  heard  to  escape. 

Ings's  conduct  was  most  daring :  he  continued  to 
exclaim  against  His  Majesty's  Ministers  with  the 
most  undisguised  abuse,  using  language  of  the 
most  revolting  nature.  He  either  knew,  or  af- 
fected to  know,  many  persons  in  the  crowd,  to 
whom  he  nodded,  and  some  of  whom  gave  him  a 
significant  shake  of  the  head  in  return. 

Thistlewood  made  no  observation :  he  seemed 
to  be  looking  anxiously  from  the  coach  window, 
as  if  to  see  if  there  were  any  persons  passing 
whom  he  could  recognise. 

Brunt  looked  extremely  gloomy,  but  did  not 
say  any  thing. 

Davidson  did  not  seem  at  all  affected  by  his 
situation,  and  continued  in  good  humour. 

Wilson  and  Tidd  laughed,  and  looked  out  of 
the  coach  windows  with  apparent  indifference ; 
and  little  Monument  seemed  to  have  sunk  into  a 
state  of  despair :  he  said  he  supposed  he  was  not 
long  for  this  world. 

On  reaching  the  upper  gate  of  the  Tower, 
leading  to  the  armoury,  it  was  found  shut;  but,  on 
a  regular  summons  being  made,  it  was  opened 
without  hesitation,  and  the  prisoners  and  their 
guards  admitted.  Notice  had  been  sent  off  to 
the  Tower,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  to  pre- 
pare rooms  for  the  prisoners,  but  still  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  that  secure  apartments  could  be 
got  in  readiness ;  at  last  the  necessary  accommo- 
dations were  obtained,  and  the  prisoners  were 
left  under  the  care  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard. 

The  warrant  upon  which  they  were  received 
by  the  constable  of  the  Tower,  was  to  tl.e  fol- 
lowing effect : — 
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11  You  are  hereby  required  to  receive  into 
your  custody,  Arthur  Thistlewood  [then  followed 
the  names  of  the  other  prisoners]  who  stand 
charged  with  high  treason,  and  them  safely  to 
till  discharged  by  due  course  of  law,  for 
which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  authority. " — 
Then  followed  the  names  of  the  privy-council, 
commencing  with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  West 
moreland,  §c. 

This  warrant  was  written  on  a  sheet  of  foolscap 
paper,  with  a  black  border,  and  bore  the  official 
seal.  It  was  accompanied  by  a  private  note  to 
the  constable,  containing  instructions  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  prisoners  were  to  be  treated. 

They  were  accordingly  received  by  Captain 
Elrington,  the  major  of  the  Tower,  who,  after 
some  difficulty,  from  the  shortness  of  the  notice 
which  he  had  received,  succeeded  in  finding  them 
secure  apartments. 

Each  prisoner  was  placed  in  a  separate  apart- 
ment ;  two  warders  armed  in  the  usual  way,  with 
cutlasses  and  halberds,  were  placed  in  each 
room ;  and  at  each  door  was  stationed  a  sentinel 
armed,  to  whose  care  was  intrusted  the  key  of 
the  room,  with  strict  orders  not  to  permit  more 
than  one  warder  to  be  absent  at  a  time,  and  that 
only  for  occasional  purposes. 

Thistlewood  was  placed  in  the  prison  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Bloody  Tower. 

Davidson  was  in  the  prison  over  the  water- 
works. 

Ings  in  a  different  room  of  the  same  prison. 

Monument  in  the  prison  at  the  back  of  the 
Horse-armory. 

Brunt  and  Harrison  occupied  separate  apart- 
ments in  the  prison  over  the  Stone-kitchen. 

Tidd  was  secured  in  the  Seven-gun  Battery 
prison,  and  Wilson  in  the  prison  over  the  parade. 

The  prisoners  were  permitted  to  have,  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  law,  what  is  called  state  allow- 
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ance,  for  their  daily  maintenance,  which,  to  such 
wretched  poverty  as  theirs,  must  have  made  even 
their  awful  situation,  as  compared  with  their  con- 
finement in  Coldbath-fields,  a  change  for  the 
better. 

The  number  of  warders  sufficient  to  do  ihe 
ordinary  duty  of  the  Tower  is  ten ;  but,  as  soon 
as  the  command  for  preparing  the  prisons  reached 
the  proper  quarter,  directions  were  given  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  warders  to  sixty. 

The  iron  gate  at  the  east  end  of  the  Tower  was 
closed  on  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  as  usual 
upon  such  occasions. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  delin- 
quents charged  with  the  crime  of  high  treason, 
from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  Mr.  Adkins, 
the  Keeper  of  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Cold- 
bath-fields, was  informed  that  six  of  the  remain- 
ing prisoners  were  to  be  consigned  to  his  custody, 
namely — Bradburn,  Strange,  Firth,  Gillchrist, 
Hall,  and  Cooper.  These  men  were  then  brought 
out,  and  escorted  to  Coldbath-fields  prison,  un- 
der circumstances  precisely  similar  to  those  which 
had  attended  those  who  had  gone  to  the  Tower. 
They  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Silvester,  a  King's 
Messenger,  to  whom  the  warrant  for  their  com- 
mitment, similar  to  the  one  addressed  to  the 
Constable  of  the  Tower,  was  intrusted,  and  se- 
veral officers  of  the  police,  and  by  an  escort  of 
the  Life-Guards. 

Mr.  Adkins,  the  Governor  of  the  House  of  Cor- 
rection, was  asked  if  he  had  got  the  Coroner's 
warrant  for  the  commitment  of  the  men  pro- 
nounced by  the  Coroner's  Jury  to  have  been  guilty 
of  the  wilful  murder  of  Smithers?  He  answered 
in  the  negative.  No  such  warrant  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  Mr.  Stirling.  A  messenger  was 
then  despatched  to  the  coroner,  who  had  omitted 
to  make  out  the  warrant,  and  he  waited  while  it 
was  prepared  in  the  usual  form 


ARKEST    ON    GEORGE.  67 

Simmonds,  the  footman,  and  Preston,  wenj 
remanded  to  the  custody  of  Mr.  Nodder,  thg 
governor  of  Tothill-fields  prison,  and  were  taken 
there  in  a  hackney-coach;  and  thus  ended  the 
final  examination  of  the  conspirators  by  the  Privy- 
Council. 

In  addition  to  the  gang  taken  at  Cato-street, 
and  the  subsequent  arrests  which  we  have  al- 
ready recorded,  a  young  man,  named  Robert 
George,  was  apprehended,  who  was  with  good 
reason,  suspected  of  being  one  of  that  gang,  and 
whose  discovery  and  apprehension  arose  out  of 
the  following  extraordinary  circumstances : 

At  the  time  the  coroner's  inquest  was  sitting  on 
the  body  of  the  murdered  Smithers,  Perry,  the 
conductor  of  the  patrol,  who  was  then  in  attend- 
ance, was  called  out  by  two  soldiers,  who  in- 
formed him,  that  on  that  day  they  had  been 
informed  by  a  boy,  that  he  had  discovered  a  de- 
pository of  fire-arms  and  deadly  weapons  in  an 
extraordinary  way,  by  his  having  been  at  play  in 
Chapel-street,  Paddington,  and  losing  a  marble 
behind  some  building  in  that  street.  He  went 
behind  the  house  of  Mr.  George,  a  haberdasher 
and  tailor,  in  search  of  the  marble,  and  seeing  in 
a  closet  some  fire-arms,  a  sword,  $*c,  he  men- 
tioned it  to  the  soldiers. 

Upon  this  intimation  Perry  hastened  to  the 
spot  as  soon  as  possible,  and  found  a  narrow  pas- 
sage leading  to  the  back  of  Mr.  George's  pre- 
mises, and  also  a  closet  fastened  by  a  staple, 
situate  under  a  staircase,  which  answered  the 
description  of  the  information  he  had  received 
where  the  fire-arms  and  deadly  weapons  were 
deposited.  Perry  inquired  to  whom  the  closet 
belonged,  and  was  informed  that  it  belonged  to 
Mr.  George,  the  tailor  and  haberdasher.  Mrs. 
George  soon  appeared,  of  whom  Perry  also  in- 
quired how   the   closet  became    fastened,   when 
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Mrs.  George  informed  him  that  she  had  fastened 
it  in  consequence  of  the  wind  blowing  it  open. 
He  desired  her  to  produce  the  instrument  with 
which  she  had  fastened  the  staple,  which,  on 
being  produced,  resembled  a  hammer,  and  with 
which  she  also  unfastened  it. 

On  the  door  being  opened,  Perry  discovered 
a  musket,  a  bayonet,  a  pistol,  sword,  powder, 
and  balls.  He  then  inquired  if  those  articles  be- 
longed to  them,  and  the  mother  denied  that  they 
did.  The  daughter,  who  was  present  during  the 
investigation,  wrung  her  hands,  and  appeared 
greatly  distressed.  Perry  then  proceeded  into 
the  house,  and  found  Mr.  George  employed  in 
his  business  of  a  tailor,  who  also  denied  any 
knowledge  of  the  fire-arms  and  deadly  weapons, 
and  admitted  that  his  son  occupied  a  house  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  might  have 
deposited  the  fire-arms,  #-c,  in  that  place. 

On  inquiry  it  was  ascertained,  that  the  son  had 
absconded  since  the  night  of  the  meeting  ir, 
Cat©-  street.  Perry  desired  that  Mr.  George  would 
attend  at  the  office,  and  he  himself  accompanied 
Mrs.  George  and  her  daughter.  On  their  arrival 
at  the  office,  they  underwent  private  examina- 
tions before  Mr.  Birnie,  but  nothing  appeared 
which  could  criminate  any  of  them ;  but  strong 
suspicions  existed  that  their  son,  Robert  George, 
was  present  at  the  Cato-street  meeting,  at  the 
time  Thistlewood  murdered  Smithers. 

From  that  time  the  officers  had  used  every 
vigilance  in  endeavouring  to  trace  him  out. 
Ruthven  and  Salmon  received  information  of  his 
being  concealed  at  a  house  in  Goswell-street, 
whither  they  repaired,  but  were  unsuccessful  in 
finding  him.  They  nevertheless  had  discovered 
that  his  anxiety  to  leave  this  country  was  so 
great,  that  he  had  offered  himself  to  be  engaged 
in  any  capacity  whatever,  in  any  vessel  going  to 
the  East-Indies ;  they  also   learned  that,  having 
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oefore  been  a  seafaring  man,   he  had  succeeded 
in   engaging  himself  as  a  servant  on  board  an 
lndiaman ;    and    their   exertions  were    so   great, 
that    they    gained    intelligence,    on   which   they 
could  rely,   that  the   last  place  he  would  be  at, 
previous  to  leaving  London,  would  be  the  Dundee 
Arms,  Wapping,  near  the  Commercial  Road,  where 
they  went  and  waited,   having  no  doubt  but  he 
would  be  there  to  start  by  the  boat  for  Gravesend 
on  Sunday,  the  5th  of  March,  from  which  latter 
place  the  Indiamen  were  to  sail  on  the  following 
day.     They  waited  there  till  about  seven  o'clock, 
at  which  time  Robert  George  entered  the  house. 
lie  inquired  for  the  Gravesend  boat,  and  was  in- 
formed that  it  had  sailed  a  few  minutes  previous. 
On   receiving  that  information,  he  appeared  ex- 
tremely agitated  and  disappointed :  he  called  for 
some  brandy  and  water,  and  seated  himself. 

During  this  time  Ruth ven  and  Salmon  had  satis- 
fied themselves  beyond  a  doubt  of  his  identity, 
and  having  had  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
be  fully  prepared  with  arms  for  a  desperate  resist- 
ance, Salmon  watched  an  opportunity,  when  he 
instantly  rushed  upon  him,  and,  presenting  a  pistol 
to  his  head,  exclaimed,  "  If  you  offer  to  stir,  I 
will  fire."  Ruthven  then  handcuffed  and  pro- 
perly secured  him.  On  searching  him  they, 
however,  found  that  he  was  not  prepared  with 
any  arms,  and  his  luggage  consisted  only  of  his 
clothes.  The  officers  placed  him  in  a  hackney- 
coach,  and  lodged  him  in  Covent-garden  watch- 
house. 

During  the  following  day  they  made  diligent 
inquiry  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
posed of  his  time  since  his  escape  from  Cato- 
street,  when  they  learned  that  a  lodging  had 
been  procured  for  him  in  Earl-street,  Bricklane. 
They  also  traced  out  his  brother,  who  lived  in 
that  neighbourhood,  who  denied  any  knowledge 
of  his  place  of  residence ;  but   the  officers  disco- 
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vered  that  the  brother  had  actually  procured  the 
said  lodging  for  him,  and  in  his  possession  they 
found  a  large  thick  stick,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
was  a  thick  iron  ferrule,  about  two  inches  long, 
which  was  hollow  at  one  end,  and  appeared  cal- 
culated to  receive  a  pike  or  dagger,  which  he 
acknowledged  to  have  received  of  his  brother 
George,  on  his  parting  with  him  On  Sunday 
evening,  previous  to  his  entering  the  Dundee 
Arms. 

On  searching  Robert  George's  lodgings  in  Earl- 
street,  they  did  not  discover  any  thing  of  a  serious 
or  dangerous  nature.  The  prisoner  underwent  a 
private  examination  before  Mr.  Birnie,  which  was 
reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  for  the 
Home  Department ;  no "  orders  were,  however, 
sent  for  his  conveyance  there,  and  therefore  a 
commitment  was  made  out  for  the  prisoner, 
Robert  George,  to  the  House  of  Correction,  on  a 
charge  of  high  treason,  whither  he  was  conveyed 
in  a  hackney-coach,  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Atkins, 
the  governor  of  that  prison,  Perry,  who  was  ori- 
ginally in  the  pursuit  of  him,  and  one  of  the 
patrol. 

Before  entering  on  the  trial  of  the  notorious 
Arthur  Thistlewood,  for  the  double  crime  of 
high  treason  and  murder,  for  which  we  have 
traced  his  commitment  on  the  clearest  and  most 
satisfactory  evidence  possible,  we  shall  present 
the  reader  with  a  brief  sketch  of  his  early  life, 
and  some  particulars  of  his  conduct  after  his 
arrest. 

Thistlewood  was  a  native  of  Horncastle,  in  Lin- 
colnshire, and  was  born  in  the  year  1770;  his 
father  was  land-steward  to  an  ancient  family  in 
that  neighbourhood  ;  he  was  placed  at  an  early 
period  of  life  with  an  eminent  English  school- 
master, to  be  educated  as  a  land-surveyor.  This 
pursuit  in  life  he  afterwards  declined  following, 


ACCOUNT    OF    THISTLEWOOI).  /I 

and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  became  a  lieutenant 
in  a  militia  regiment ;  soon  after  this,  he  married 
a  young  lady,  of  the  name  of  Bruce,  residing 
near  Bawtry,  in  Yorkshire,  who  was  possessed  of 
property  amounting  to  300/.  per  annum.  Thistle- 
wood  resigned  his  commission  in  the  militia,  and 
obtained  another  in  a  marching  regiment,  with 
which  he  went,  at  the  commencement  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  soon 
gave  up  his  commission  in  it,  and  afterwards  pro- 
ceeded to  America ;  there  he  resided  for  some 
time,  when  he  obtained  a  passport  for  France,  and 
arrived  there  shortly  after  the  downfall  of  Robe- 
spierre. He  became  initiated  in  all  the  doctrines 
and  sentiments  of  the  French  Revolutionists,  and 
at  the  peace  of  Amiens  returned  to  England,  when 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  disaffected  in  his 
native  country ;  since  which  his  whole  life,  it 
seems,  has  been  spent  in  seeking  opportunities  to 
overthrow  its  constitution. 

From  the  period  of  his  release  after  his  former 
indictment  for  high  treason,  the  Government  had 
taken  care  to  have  alibis  actions  watched,  and  his 
movements  traced  ;  but  even  with  all  this  precau- 
tion, it  is  possible  that  the  diabolical  scheme,  of 
which  he  was  evidently  the  author  and  chief  mover, 
would  have  been  carried  into  effect,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  remorse  of  the  man  who  made  the 
disclosure  to  Lord  Harrowby. 

One  night,  during  his  confinement  in  Coldbath- 
fields  prison,  the  following  remarkable  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  cell  of  Thistlewood.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Adkms,  the  governor, 
sat  with  him  a  short  time,  and  conversed  with  him 
on  general  topics.  He  was  very  communicative 
on  the  subject  of  the  different  prisons  in  which 
he  had  been  confined.  He  spoke  of  Horsham  as 
being  extremely  stnet,  and  observed,  that  the 
rules  laid  down  for  the  management  of  the  prison 
were  observed  to  the  letter,  without  any  reference 
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to  the  rank  of  the  party  confined.  He  gave  the 
preference  to  the  Tower  as  a  place  of  incarcera- 
tion. The  usual  hour  for  locking  up  having  ar- 
rived, he  was  left  to  the  society  of  his  usual  com- 
panions. He  soon  retired  to  rest.  His  mind 
seemed  restless,  but,  after  some  time,  he  fell  into 
a  profound  sleep— thus  he  continued  awhile,  when 
he  became  evidently  agitated— at  last  he  ex- 
claimed, with  a  sort  of  convulsive  shriek,  "  Ha  ! 
I've  got  you  now  ! "  and  then,  becoming  more 
strangely  disturbed,  he  awoke  in  a  sort  of  phrensy : 
for  a  moment  he  did  not  seem  to  recollect  where 
he  was  ;  but,  on  seeing  his  companions  with  their 
eyes  fixed  upon  him,  he  affected  to  laugh,  and 
said,  "  What  strange  things  one  thinks  of  in  one's 
sleep/5  He  remained  awake  for  a  considerable 
time,  and,  at  length  sunk  again  into  an  unquiet 
slumber. 

On  the  subject  of  his  arrest  he  spoke  freely  be- 
fore his  final  commitment,  declaring  that  he  knew 
the  man  by  whose  instrumentality  he  was  taken, 
and  that  he  was  with  him  that  morning,  and  was 
the  only  man  who  knew  of  his  retreat.  He  added 
that  but  for  the  people  in  the  house,  the  patrol 
who  arrested  him  in  White-street,  and  his  brother 
officers  should  have  fallen.  His  companions  said, 
"  Why  you  had  no  arms  ;  how  could  you  have 
effected  their  destruction?"  "  Ah  !"  he  replied, 
"  they  thought  they  were  very  cunning;  but  cun- 
fling  as  they  were,  they  were  not  cunning  enough." 

This  was  but  a  vain  boast ;  for,  at  the  mo- 
ment the  officer  seized  him,  he  was  evidently 
paralized.  He  shewed  no  disposition  to  resist. 
No  arms  were  found  in  the  room,  with  which  he 
could  defend  himself,  and  when  he  was  carried 
off  to  Bow-street,  six  officers  were  left  behind  to 
search  every  hole  and  corner  in  the  house.  This 
they  did,  and  found  nothing  to  warrant  an  opinion 
that  he  was  capable  of  making  a  formidable 
resistance. 
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It  is,  however,  rather  a  suspicious  circum 
stance,  that  while  the  officers  were  engaged  in 
securing  their  prisoner,  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Harris, 
slipped  out,  and  gave  an  intimation  of  what  was 
occurring  to  her  husband,  who  was  a  type-foun- 
der in  the  manufactory  of  Messrs.  Caslon.  From 
that  time  he  has  been  "  out  of  the  way."  It 
was  ascertained  that  he  was  the  manufacturer  of 
all  the  bullets  found  upon  the  conspirators.  A 
warrant  was  issued  for  his  apprehension. 

The  officers  are  satisfied  that  the  arms  which 
Thistlewood  had  in  Cato-street  have  not  been 
found,  and  imagine  that  he  deposited  them  with 
some  friend.  It  is  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  in 
getting  rid  of  these  evidences  of  his  guilt,  he 
should  have  kept  in  his  possession  the  black  belt 
which  was  seen  round  his  waist  in  the  loft,  and 
which,  with  some  ball  cartridges,  was  found  in 
his  pocket  in  White-street. 

Up  to  the  time  of  his  last  appearance  before 
the  Privy-Council,  he  made  no  inquiries  respect- 
ing his  family,  but  was  particular  in  his  ques- 
tions as  to  the  persons  who  had  been  arrested. 
Among  others,  he  mentioned  the  name  of  Palin, 
for  whose  apprehension  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
pounds  had  been  offered,  and  again  describing  in 
the  most  minute  manner  the  person  of  Brunt,  with 
an  evident  intention  to  avoid  mentioning  his  name, 
he  asked  if  he  was  arrested  ?  Upon  these  heads 
he  received  no  satisfactory  answer. 

Mrs.  Thistlewood  is  a  smart,  genteel  little 
woman,  dresses  well,  and  from  the  first  seemed 
perfectly  alive  to  the  situation  of  her  husband,  in 
whose  political  sentiments  she  heartily  concurs. 
On  the  officers  going  to  search  her  lodgings,  she 
did  not  manifest  any  of  that  alarm  which,  in  a 
female,  might  be  considered  natural.  She  received 
them  with  calmness,  accompanied  by  a  certain  air 
of  dignity,  and  demanded  their  authority  for 
searching  her  premises.     Being  satisfied  on  this 
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headv  she  permitted  the  search  to  be  made  without 
further  hindrance.  She  has  a  son,  who  seems  a 
genteel  ingenious  youth.  When  she  obtained 
permission  to  visit  her  husband,  the  interview 
always  took  place  in  the  presence  of  an  officer, 
and  her  person  was  scrupulously  searched,  even 
to  the  removal  of  her  stays  and  cap,  and  these 
precautions  were  continued  from  first  to  last. 

The  prisoners  all  standing  fully  committed  on 
the  clearest  and  most  satisfactory  evidence,  the 
preparations  for  their  trial  commenced,  and  on 
the  8th  of  March  the  following  Special  Com- 
mission of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  issued  by  the 
Crown : — 

George  the  Fourth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  King,  defender  of 
the  Faith,  to  our  most  dear  cousin,  William  Henry  Duke 
of  Portland  ;  our  well-beloved  and  faithful  Councillors, 
Sir  Charles  Abbott,  knight,  Chief-Justice,  assigned  to 
hold  Pleas  before  us ;  Sir  Robert  Dallas,  knight,  Chief- 
Justice  of  our  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  Sir  Richard 
Richards,  knight,  Chief-Baron  of  our  Court  of  Exchequer , 
our  beloved  and  faithful  Sir  William  Garrow,  knight, 
one  of  the  Barons  of  our  said  Court  of  Exchequer; 
Sir  William  Draper  Best,  knight,  one  of  the  Justices 
assigned  to  hold  Pleas  before  us  ;  Sir  John  Richardson, 
knight,  one  of  the  Justices  of  our  said  Court  of  Common 
Pleas ;  Sir  John  Silvester,  baronet ;  Newman  Knowlys, 
Francis  Const,  Charles  Bosanquet,  Charles  Trelawny 
Brereton,  James  Clitherow,  James  Ferguson,  Edmond 
Alexander  Howard,  Richard  Paul  Joddrell,  Samuel 
Purkis,  Thomas  Wood,  and  Peregrine  Dealtry,  Esqrs., 
greeting. 

IBtttOfo  gt  that  we  have  assigned  you,  and  any  two 
or  more  of  you  (of  whom  one  of  you,  the  aforesaid  Sir 
Charles  Abbot,  Sir  Robeit  Dallas,  Sir  Richard  Richards, 
Sir  William  Garrow,  Sir  William  Draper  Best,  and  Sir 
John  Richardson,  we  will  shall  be  one)  our  Justices  and 
Commissioners  to  inquire  by  the  oath  of  good  and  lawful 
men  of  our  county  of  Middlesex,  of  all  High  Treasons 
and  misprisions  of  High  Treason,  (other  than  such  as 
elate  to  the   coin),   and   of   the   murder  of   one    Richard 
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Smuhers,    deceased,    and   of  any   other    crime    or   offence 
touching  the  death  of  the   said   Richard  Smithers  ;  and  of 
any  offence  or  offences  against,  touching,  or  concerning  the 
persons  of  Frederick  Fitzclarence,  William  Legge,  James 
Ellis,  John   Surman,  William  Westcoatt,  William  Charles 
Brooks,    John   Muddock,  and   Benjamin    Gill,   or  any   of 
them,  contrary  to  the  form  of  an  Act  made  and  passed  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  our   late  royal   father, 
King  George  the  Third,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the  further 
prevention   of  malicious  shooting,   and  attempting   to  dis- 
charge loaded  fire-arms,  stabbing,  cutting,  wounding,  poi- 
soning, and   the  malicious  using  of  means  to  procure  the 
miscarriage  of  women  ;  and  also  the  malicious  setting  fire 
to  buildings  ;"  and  also  for  repealing  a  certain  Act  made  in 
England,   in  the   twenty-first  year  of  the  late  King  James 
the  First,  entitled,  "  An   Act  to  prevent  the  destroying  and 
murdering  of  bastard  children;"  and  also  an  Act  made  in 
Ireland   in  the   sixth   year  of  the   late   Queen   Anne,  also 
entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  destroying  and  murdering 
of  bastard   children,  and  for   making   other    provisions  in 
lieu  thereof ;"  and  also  the  accessories  of  them,   or  any  of 
them,  within  our  county  aforesaid,   as  well  within  liberties 
as  without,   by   whomsoever  and  in   what   manner  soever 
doiie,    committed,   or    perpetrated,   when,   how,   and   after 
what  manner;  and   of  all  other  articles  and  circumstances 
concerning  the  premises,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  in  any 
manner  whatsoever ;  and   the   said  treasons   and  other  the 
premises  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  England  for 
this  time  to  hear  and   determine  ;  and   therefore  we  com- 
mand you,  that  at  a  certain  day  and  place,  which  you  or  any 
two   or   more  of  you   (of  whom  one  of  you,  the  said  Sir 
Charles  Abbott,  Sir  Robert   Dallas,  Sir  Richard  Richards, 
Sir  William  Garrow,  Sir  William  Draper  Best,  and  Sir  John 
Richardson,   we   will  shall   be  one),  shall  for  this  purpose 
appoint,  you  make  diligent  inquiries  into  the  premises,  and 
that  you  do  hear  and   determine   all  and   singular   the  pre- 
mises aforesaid,  and  do  cause  to  be  done   therein   what  to 
justice   appertains,  according  to  the   laws  and  customs  of 
England  ;  saving   to   us  the  amerciaments,  and  other  things 
from    thence  to   us  accruing.       We   do  also  command   all 
and  every  our  officers,  ministers,  and   subjects,  by  virtue  of 
these  presents,  that  they  attend,  advise,  obey,  and  assist  you 
in  the  execution  of  the  premises,  in  all  things  as  it  behoves 
them.      And  we    do   also   command,  by  these   presents,  OH* 
sheriff  of  our  said  county  of  Middlesex,  that  at  such  rertain 
day  and  place,  ay  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you,  (of  who  n 
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one  of  you,  the  aforesaid  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  Sir  Robert 
Dallas,  Sir  Richard  Richards,  Sir  William  G arrow,  Sir 
William  Draper  Best,  and  Sir  John  Richardson,  we  will 
shall  be  one),  shall  make  known  to  him,  he  do  cause  to 
come  before  you,  or  any  two  or  more  of  you  (of  whom  one 
of  you,  the  aforesaid  Sir  Charles  Abbott,  Sir  Robert  Dallas 
Sir  Richard  Richards,  Sir  William  Garrow,  Sir  William 
Draper  Best,  and  Sir  John  Richardson,  we  will  shall  be 
one),  such  and  so  many  good  and  lawful  men  of  our  said 
county,  as  well  within  liberties  as  without,  by  whom  the 
truth  of  the  matter  in  the  premises  may  be  better  known 
and  inquired  into.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused 
these  our  letters  to  be  patent.  Witness  ourself  at  West- 
minster, the  eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  first  year  of  our 
reign.  BATHURST. 

Monday,  March  27,  1820,  was  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  opening  the  Special  Commission  for 
the  trial  of  the  Conspirators  engaged  in  the  Cato- 
street  plot,  and  the  officers  of  the  Crown  attended 
accordingly  in  the  court  at  Hicks's-Hall,  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  The  gentlemen  who 
were  summoned  on  the  grand  inquest  were  also 
in  attendance. 

The  witnesses  for  the  Crown,  about  thirty  in 
number,  were  placed  in  a  room  by  themselves, 
preparatory  to  their  being  taken  before  the  Grand 
Jury.  Those  witnesses  who  themselves  stood 
charged  with  being  parties  to  the  conspiracy  were 
in  separate  rooms,  under  the  charge  of  constables. 
Among  them  were  Monument,  who,  it  will  be 
recollected,  was  committed  to  the  Tower;  and 
Adams,  who  remained  for  some  time  a  prisoner 
in  St.  Martin's  watch-house,  but  was  afterwards 
committed  to  the  House  of  Correction  in  Cold- 
bath-fields.  This  man  had  been  labouring  under 
severe  indisposition  ever  since  his  apprehen- 
ion. 

The  pike-handles,  guns,  pistols,  swords,  gre- 
nades, daggers,  ammunition,  and  other  articles 
seized  on  the  persons  of  the  prisoners,  and  in 
Cato-street,  at  Brunt's  lodgings,  and  elsewhere, 
were  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  indict- 
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ments.  When  collected  together  they  presented 
a  formidable  appearance. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- Gene- 
rals  entered  the  Court,  and  took  their  seat  at  the 
barristers'  table.  In  a  few  minutes  afterwards 
Chief-Justice  Abbott  and  Chief-Justice  Dallas, 
together  with  Mr.  Const,  and  other  magistrates, 
whose  names  were  mentioned  in  the  Commission, 
came  upon  the  bench. 

Proclamation  was  then  made  for  silence,  and 
the  commission  was  immediately  read  by  Mr. 
Dealtry,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Crown-office. 

The  names  of  the  gentlemen  summoned  on  the 
Grand  Jury  were  then  called  over,  and  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  sworn  ■ 
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Job  Raikes,  esq. 

John  Stock,  esq. 

Thomas  Milroy,  esq. 

Robert  Batson,  esq. 

William  Hills,  esq. 

Henry  Thomson,  esq. 

Richard  Gibbs,  esq. 

Thomas  Lomet,  esq. 

James  Gordon,  esq. 

William  Anderson,  esq. 

William  Parry,  esq. 

John  Booth,  esq. 

John  H.  Pakenham,  esq. 

John  Warren,  esq. 

George  Frederick  Young,  esq. 

Robert  Meacock,  esq. 

Richard  Jennings,  esq. 

James  Taylor,  esq. 

John  Johnson,  esq. 

Francis  Douse,  esq. 

John  William  Horsley,  esq. 

William  Benning,  esq. 

Stephen  Taylor,  esq. 

These  gentlemen  having  been  sworn  by  Charles 
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Abbott,  esq.  marshal  to  the  commission,  procla- 
mation was  made  for  silence  while  the  charge  was 
delivered. 

Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbott  then  addressed 
the  Grand  Jury  in  the  manner  following  : 

"  Gentlemen   of  the  Grand  Inquest — We  are 
assembled  in  this  place,  under  the  authority  of  his 
Majesty's    Special    Commission,    issued   for   the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into,  hearing,  and  determin- 
ing,   certain    offences   therein   particularly   men- 
tioned,    These  offences  are,  first,  all  high  treasons, 
except  such  as  relate  to  the  coin  of  the  realm ; 
secondly,  all  misprisions  of  treason  ;  thirdly,  the 
murder  of  one  Richard  Smithers,  deceased,  and 
any  other  crime  or  offence  touching  the  death  of 
that   person;  and,    fourthly,    any   offences  com- 
mitted against  the  persons  of  Frederick  Fitzela- 
rence,  George  Legg,  John  Surman,  William  West- 
cott,   John  Muddock,   James    Basey,  and    other 
persons,  or  any  of  them,  contrary  to  the  form  of 
an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  for,  among  other 
things,  the  further  prevention  of   the  malicious 
shooting,   maiming,  stabbing,   or  wounding,   any 
person  or  persons  ;  and,  gentlemen,  it  has  become 
my   duty   to    offer   to   your    consideration    some 
remarks  on  each  of  these  subjects,  for  your  assist- 
ance  in    the   discharge   of    the   important   duty 
which  will  devolve  upon  you  when  the  bills  are 
laid  before  you. 

"  The  particular  crime  of  treason  to  which  it 
would  be  proper  to  call  your  attention  is  to  be 
found,  1st,  in  the  ancient  statute  25  Edward  III., 
and  2dly,  in  a  statute  passed  for  very  wise  pur- 
poses in  the  36th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty. [His  Lordship  here  recited  the  enacting 
clauses  of  the  statutes  to  which  he  referred  ;  the 
first  of  which  declares  it  to  be  high  treason  to 
compass  and  imagine  the  death  of  the  King  or  the 
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Queen,  or  to  levy  war  against  the  King  within  his 
realm  ;  and,  the  second  enacts,  that  if  any  person, 
within  or  without  the  realm,  compass  or  imagine 
the  death  of  the  King,  or  his  deposition,  or  to  do 
him  any  bodily  harm,  such  as  maiming,  wounding 
or  imprisoning  him,  in  order  by  force  to  compel 
him  to  change  his  measures  or  counsels  of  govern- 
ment, any  persons  so  offending  shall  be  guilty  of 
high  treason.] 

"  You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  in  each  of 
the  description  of  offences  that  I  have  enumerated, 
except  the  levying  of  war,  which  is  in  the  ancient 
statute  that  I  have  alluded  to,  the  words  are, 
"  imagination  and  intention,"  which  are  words  of 
the  same  meaning,  and  the  actual  perpetration  of 
the  crime  is  not  mentioned.  But  it  is  further  re- 
quired by  an  ancient  statute,  that  the  party  ac- 
cused shall  be  provably  attainted ;  and  by  a  latter 
statute  it  is  mentioned,  that  if  the  party  shall 
express,  utter,  or  declare  his  intention  by  any 
printing  or  writing,  that  is  an  overt  act  of  such 
intention.  The  law  has  wisely  provided  for  the 
public  safety,  that  in  cases  of  this  kind,  which 
involve  the  most  extensive  public  mischief,  the 
intention  shall  be  adjudged  the  crime;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  safety  of  the  individual  charged, 
it  is  required  that  such  intention  shall  be  mani- 
fested by  some  act  tending  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  criminal  object  charged. 

"  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that,  before  the 
passing  of  a  late  statute,  it  was  settled  by  several 
cases,  and  the  opinions  of  the  first  text  writers, 
that  all  attempts  to  depose  the  king  from  his  royal 
state,  to  restrain  his  person,  or  to  levy  war  against 
him,  were  high  treason;  and  all  conspiracies,  con- 
sultations, and  agreements  for  those  purposes, 
were  overt  acts  of  compassing  and  imagining  the 
death  of  the  king.  By  the  late  statute,  all  these 
things  are  made  substantive  treasons,  and  thereby 
the   law  is  made  more  clear  to  those   who  are 
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bound  to  obey  it,  and  to  those  who  may  be  en 
gaged  in  the  administration  of  it. 

"  It  may  be  also  proper  to  remark,  that  all  the 
pomp  and  circumstances  of  military  array  are  not 
necessary  to  the  first  levying  of  war.  Insurrec- 
tions for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  designs 
I  have  mentioned  to  you  by  force,  however  ill 
arranged,  if  they  are  to  accomplish  an  innovation 
in  public  affairs,  in  which  the  parties  have  no 
special  or  particular  interest,  are  an  actual  levying 
of  war.  Rebellion  at  its  first  commencement  is 
rarely  found  in  military  discipline  or  array,  al- 
though a  little  succes  may  soon  lead  it  to  assume 
those  appearances.  Any  act  manifesting  a  cri- 
minal intention,  and  tending  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  criminal  object,  is,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  an  overt  act.  Overt  acts  may 
be  committed  openly  and  manifestly;  but  there  are 
other  overt  acts,  such  as  meetings  and  consulta- 
tions, and  contrivances,  agreements  and  promises 
of  mutual  support  and  assistance,  and  incitements 
to  others  to  engage  in  the  same  scheme,  are  also 
overt  acts.  Assenting  to  the  designed  purpose,  as- 
sisting in  the  preparation  of  weapons,  or  any  other 
thing  necessary  to  the  general  design,  are  all  overt 
acts  of  the  particular  kind  of  treason,  of  the  parti- 
cular compassing  and  imagination  to  which  they 
may  happen  to  apply;  and  in  this  crime  of  high  trea- 
son the  law  acknowledges  no  accessaries, — all  are 
principals.  All  who  participate  in  the  design  and 
object,  whether  they  enter  into  them  early  or  late, 
are  equally  guilty  ;  for  it  will  be  found  in  conspi- 
racies of  a  treasonable  nature,  as  well  as  all  other 
conspiracies,  that  each  is  engaged  in  accomplish- 
ing some  particular  object,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
general  design.  Some  are  more  zealous  and 
ardent,  others  are  more  close  and  reserved  ;  but, 
as  they  are  all  acting  in  pursuance  of  the  same 
iew  and  object,  ail  are  equally  guilty.  Overt 
acts  are  most  impoflint  matters  for  your  investi- 
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gation.  it  is  necessary  that  the  proof  be  set  forth 
in  the  indictment,  in  order  that  the  accused  may 
be  prepared  for  his  defence  ;  but  it  is  not  neces- 
sary ttoat  all  the  circumstances  of  proof  should  be 
detailed.  It  is  also  required,  in  cases  of  high 
treason,  that  there  should  be  two  witnesses  to  the 
overt  acts.  It  is  not  necessary  that  there  should 
be  two  witnesses  to  every  overt  act ;  but  if  there 
be  one  witness  to  one  overt  act,  and  another  to 
another,  that  is  sufficient.  Some  one  overt  act 
must  be  proved  to  have  taken  place  in  the  county 
in  which  the  trial  takes  place,  as  in  the  present 
case,  in  Middlesex. 

"  Having  said  thus  much  upon  the  law,  as  it 
applies  to  high  treason,  I  shall  now  address  myself 
to  the  cases  likely  to  be  brought  before  you,  in 
order  that  you  may  apply  that  law.  But  in  any 
thing  I  may  say,  with  reference  to  the  inquiry  in 
which  you  are  likely  to  be  engaged,  I  request  you 
will  consider  it  all  as  supposition. 

"  It  has  been  supposed  that  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  to  assassinate  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  administration  of  the  government  of  the  coun- 
try, when  they  were  assembled  at  a  dinner  at  the 
house  of  one  of  them,  on  February  23d  :  and  it  is 
supposed  that  a  treasonable  hostility  to  the  govern- 
ment dictated  that  act,  for  the  abolition  of  that 
government  would  follow  this  assassination.  In 
furtherance  of  this  design,  seven  persons  were 
found  almost  in  the  act  of  immediate  preparation, 
in  a  stable,  with  arms  and  offensive  weapons,  suit- 
able to  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  traitorous  pur- 
pose. Those  persons, when  attempted  to  be  arrest- 
ed by  the  peace-officers  and  the  military,  in  their 
endeavoursto  escape, which  many  of  them  effected, 
killed  one  Richard  Smithers.  Pistols  were  dis- 
charged— weapons  of  death  were  used — and  some 
or  all  of  the  persons  named  werewounded. 

"  Of  these  matters  all  of  you  have,  no  doubt,  read 
and    heard  ;    therefore    I   take  the   liberty   most 
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earnestly  to  entreat  you  to  confine  your  attention 
to  the  evidence  laid  before  you,  and  to  banish  from 
your  minds  such  information  as  you  may  have  pre- 
viously received  as  to  the  motive  or  object  of  this 
supposed  conspiracy,  or  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
particular  individuals  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  it. 

"  I  should  tell  you  that  a  conspiracy  to  murder 
public  persons,  however  important  their  situations 
may  be,  if  arising  from  private  malice,  and  not 
intended  to  bring  about  any  other  object,  does  not 
constitute  the  crime  of  high  treason.  But  if  the 
assassination  of  such  persons  is  meant  as  the  first 
step  of  a  general  design  to  attack  and  destroy  by 
force  the  government  of  the  country,  or  to  com- 
pel the  sovereign  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they 
may  think  fit,  then  that  assassination  assumes  a 
different  complexion,  and  may  be  considered  an 
overt  act  of  one  or  both  of  those  species  of  trea- 
son which  I  have  mentioned.  If,  therefore,  a  con- 
spiracy to  take  away  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  should  be  proved,  you  will  look  to  the 
object  about  to  be  obtained  by  that  assassination, 
and  also  to  the  number  and  rank  of  the  persons 
intended  to  be  assassinated ;  for  the  crime  in- 
creases not  only  with  the  number  of  the  conspi- 
rators, but  with  the  number  of  the  persons  in- 
tended to  be  assassinated. 

"  It  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  conceive  that  persons 
could  from  private  malice  alone,  and  without 
having  a  public  object  in  view,  conspire  together 
to  assassinate  a  number  of  individuals  of  whom  they 
could  have  no  knowledge  but  from  the  public 
situations  which  they  filled.  But  the  difficulty  of 
the  supposition  must  not  supply  the  place  of  evi- 
dence. We  well  know  that  all  attempts  to  sub- 
vert the  government  of  this  country  must,  in  the 
calm  and  sober  eye  of  reason,  appear  wild  and 
hopeless ;  but  you  will  consider  that  the  mad 
persons  who  indulge  such  views  are  led  to  dimi- 
nish the  difficulties  and  to  magnify  the  success 
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and  the  benefit  attending  their  schemes.  It  is 
natural  for  the  vicious  to  think  that  there  are  others 
as  wicked  as  themselves,  and  that  they  shall  gain 
numerous  adherents  if  they  succeed  in  their  first 
attempt.  It  is  this  belief  that  often  leads  them  to 
a  premature  disclosure  of  their  purposes  to  those 
whom  they  think  likely  to  participate  in  their  guilt, 
and  that  thus  furnishes  evidence  of  their  dan- 
gerous designs ;  but  dark  and  deep  designs  are 
seldom  developed  but  through  those  who  have 
joined  in  them.  The  evidence  of  accomplices, 
however,  is  always  to  be  received  with  caution, 
and  the  conviction  arising  from  such  evidence 
should  rest  on  circumstances  of  credibility  rather 
than  on  the  personal  characters  of  the  witnesses 
themselves.  If  such  testimony  were  on  all  occa- 
sions to  be  rejected,  one  of  the  greatest  secu- 
rities to  the  honest  part  of  society  would  be  anni- 
hilated— namely,  the  want  of  mutual  confidence  in 
those  engaged  in  wicked  schemes. 

"  The  next  subject  which  is  likely  to  come 
under  your  observation  is  misprision  of  treason, 
which  consists  in  the  concealment  of  treason, 
when  it  is  within  the  knowledge  of  the  parties  by 
whom  it  might  be  divulged,  and  whose  duty  it 
would  be  to  go  before  the  first  magistrate,  and 
make  known  the  evil  purposes  which  they  know 
to  be  contemplated. 

"  The  third  subject  to  which  your  attention 
may  be  directed  is  the  murder  of  Richard 
Smit-hers,  and  any  other  offence  touching  the 
death  of  that  person,  who  lost  his  life  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  attempt  made  to  arrest  those  persons 
now  in  custody.  It  will  be  material  to  take  into 
your  consideration  the  place,  the  time,  and  the 
circumstances,  where,  when,  and  under  which, 
that  attempt  to  arrest  them  was  made. 

"  The  caution  required  by  law  as  to  the  conduct 
of  officers  of  justice  in  apprehending  persons 
charged  with  crimes  applies  only  to  a  dwelling- 
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house    whereof  the    doors    are   not   open,    and 
that    caution    is    confined   to   a   dwelling-house 
alone.      All    other   buildings   or  places  of  meet- 
ing may  be  lawfully  opened  and  entered   for  the 
apprehension    of    persons    charged   with   crimes 
against  the  law,  without  any  previous  notification 
made.     And  when  those  officers  have    declared 
the  character  in  which  they  appear,  the  persons 
within  are  bound  to  yield  themselves  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  had  been  met  in  the  fields,  or 
in  the  open  street ;    and  if  any  of  these  officers 
be  killed  when  the  arrest  would  have  been  lawful, 
then  the  party  by  whom  the  death-wound  is  in- 
flicted becomes  guilty  of  the  crime  of  murder. 
The  arrest  of  persons  under  the  authority  of  a 
warrant  from  the  magistrates  is  a  lawful  arrest. 
So  also  is  the  arrest  by  peace-officers,  without  a 
warrant,  of  persons  supposed  or  reasonably  al- 
leged to  have  committed  felony.      So  also  is  an 
arrest   by   peace-officers,   without  a  warrant,    of 
persons  actually  engaged  in  any  breach  of  the 
peace,  or.  of  persons  assembled  and  arming,   or 
otherwise   preparing   for   the   immediate    perpe- 
tration of  murder  ;  because  such  an  assembly  and 
such  a  perpetration  are  in  themselves  criminal, 
and  the  arrest  is  actually  necessary  for  the  pre- 
vention  of  the   accomplishment  of  a  still  more 
heinous  design.     I  mention  this,  because  the  case 
likely   to    be  submitted  to  you  may  fall  within 
these  observations.     The  persons  required  to  sur- 
render to  the  officers  of  the  peace,  though  they  may 
not  be  authorized  to  arrest  them,  are  not  warranted 
in  assaulting  those  officers  with  deadly  weapons, 
without   warning   them  to  stand   off;    and  if  they 
do,  and  death  ensue,  they  all  subject  themselves 
to   punishment    for  the  crime  of  murder — at  all 
events,  they  would  be  guilty  of  man-slaughter. 

"  In  speaking  of  those  guilty  of  murder,  you  will 
bear  in  mind  that  all  who  unite  in  resistance,  and 
use  words  manifesting    that    determination,    are 
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equally  guilty  with  him  who  inflicts  the  death- 
wound. 

"  Gentlemen,  having  said  so  much  upon  the  third 
head  of  your  inquiry,  very  little  remains  to  be 
said  of  the  fourth.  This  comprises  all  offences 
committed  on  the  person  of  F.  Fitzclarence,  and 
the  others  maimed,  contrary  to  the  43d  of  the  late 
king,  the  title  of  which  is  set  forth.  You  will 
therefore  see  that  the  jurisdiction  does  not  ex- 
tend to  all  offences  committed  against  these  per- 
sons, but  only  such  as  are  contrary  to  the  statute 
I  have  just  mentioned  to  you.  That  statute  is 
the  fifty-eighth  chapter  of  the  43d  of  his  late 
majesty;  and  as  no  doubt  it  has  been  brought 
under  the  view  of  many  of  you,  I  need  not  enter 
fully  into  it.  The  provisions  of  this  act  are — 
*  That  it  is  a  capital  felony  for  any  person  to 
shoot  at,  or  wilfully  to  present  and  point  loaded 
fire-arms  at,  and  attempt,  by  drawing  the  trigger, 
to  discharge  the  same  at  any  of  his  majesty's 
subjects,  and  also  wilfully  and  maliciously  to  stab 
or  cut,  with  intent  to  murder,  rob,  maim,  or  dis- 
figure any  of  his  subjects,  or  to  do  them  any 
grievous  bodily  harm.'  There  is  an  express  pro- 
vision in  this  statute  which  enacts,  that  these 
offences  must  be  committed  under  such  circum- 
stances as  that,  if  the  attempt  succeeded  in  de- 
priving a  fellow-creature  of  life,  it  would  be 
murder.  Now,  if  such  an  attempt  be  made  in 
the  open  street,  which  probably  is  a  case  that 
may  be  brought  before  you,  there  can  be  no 
question  of  a  malicious  design  to  murder,  or  to 
do  some  grievous  bodily  harm.  As,  however,  no 
case  is  likely  to  come  before  you  falling  within 
the  excepting  provision  of  the  statute,  I  forbear 
to  trouble  you  with  any  further  observations, 
being  well  aware,  that  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in 
every  other,  the  best  security  for  the  due  dis- 
charge of  the  important  trust  reposed  in  you  will 
be    found    in   your  own   good  sense,    your   own 
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sound  discretion,  and  your  own  general  know- 
ledge. If,  however,  in  the  progress  of  your  in- 
vestigation any  unexpected  difficulty  shall  arise, 
the  Court  will  be  found  ready  to  give  you  such 
further  advice  as  you  may  require. 

"  Having  detained  you  thus  long,  with  such  ob- 
servations as  I  have  thought  necessary,  I  now 
dismiss  you  to  the  discharge  of  that  important 
duty  for  the  execution  of  which  you  are  as- 
sembled." 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  Lordship's  address, 
the  Jury  retired  to  their  room,  and  proceeded  to 
examine  witnesses  upon  the  indictments  which 
were  preferred  before  them.  The  Judges  conti- 
nued sitting  in  Court  for  upwards  of  an  hour, 
when  the  foreman  and  a  few  other  members  of  the 
Grand  Jury  returned,  and  an  arrangement  was 
made  that  their  Lordships  should  resume  their 
seats  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  that  the  Grand  Jury 
were  to  assemble  at  ten  o'clock. 

On  this  occasion,  the  following  witnesses  were 
in  attendance:— The  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Van- 
sittart,  R.  Baker,  Esq.,  R.  Birnie,  Esq. ,  Captain 
Fitzclarence.  Monument  and  Adams  (in  custody), 
Ruthven,  Ellis,  Westcott,  Lee,  Brooks,  Surman, 
Wright,  Taunton,  Bishop,  and  Gill  (officers) ;  Ser- 
jeant Legge,  John  Muddock,  Jonathan  Curtis, 
Joseph  Basey,  Joseph  Rivell,  and  Joseph  Edgar, 
(soldiers  ;)  Joseph  Hall,  Thomas  Droyer,  Thomas 
Hiden,  Joseph  Harry  Price,  Emanuel  Francis, 
James  Pocock,  James  Munday,  Richard  Munday, 
George  Paylock,  Mary  Rogers,  Eleanor  Walker, 

$'C. 

Soon  after  twelve  o'clock  the  Judges  left  the 
Court ;  and  at  half  past  twelve  the  Grand  Jury, 
having  then  been  a  considerable  time  in  deli- 
beration, proceeded  with  the  examination  of  wit 
nesses. 

Mr.  Bouchi  er,  one  of  the  solicitors  to  the  Trea- 
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sury,  was  the  first  witness  examined :  he  was  only 
a  few  minutes  before  the  Jury. 

Robert  Adams,  the  ex-Oxford  Blue,  and  an 
accomplice  of  the  conspirators,  was  next  called. 
He  was  brought  from  the  House  of  Correction, 
where  he  had  been  in  confinement  since  the  final 
examination  of  the  conspirators  before  the  Privy- 
Council,  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  Adkins,  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  principal  turnkey.  He  was  three 
hours  under  examination.  He  appeared  perfectly 
cool  and  collected  when  he  came  from  the  Grand 
Jury  Room.  After  his  examination  he  was  taken 
back  in  custody  to  the  Cold-Bath-fields  Prison. 

The  Right  Hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart,  Chan 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  the  third  witness. 
The  Right  Hon.  gentleman,  together  with  Cap- 
tain Fitzclarence,  and  other  witnesses1  of  the 
superior  order,  was  accommodated  with  a  private 
room,  while  waiting  the  summons  of  the  Grand 
Jury.  He  was  not  more  than  ten  minutes  under 
examination. 

Joseph  Baker,  servant  to  the  Earl  of  Har~ 
rowby,  and  fourteen  other  witnesses,  were  then 
examined  in  succession.     Amongst  them  was 

John  Monument,  one  of  the  eight  committed 
to  the  Tower  on  the  charge  of  high  treason.  He 
was  brought  from  the  Tower  in  the  custody  of  two 
Yeomen  of  the  Guard,  and  several  officers,  and 
was  kept  in  a  private  room,  attended  only  by  the 
Yeomen,  with  their  swords  drawn,  during  the  day. 
He  seemed  very  uneasy,  and  continued  pacing  the 
room  about  the  whole  time  that  he  remained  there. 
He  appeared  pale  and  dejected,  and  by  no  means 
a  willing  witness.  After  his  examination,  which 
lasted  nearly  an  hour,  he  was  conducted  back  to 
the  Tower  in  the  same  custody. 

There  were  severaj  women  among  the  persons 
examined.  They  were  of  respectable  appearance. 
Two  boys  were  also  called. 
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Captain  Fitzclarence  was  the  last  witness  called, 
and  at  six  o'clock  the  Grand  Jury  adjourned  until 
nine  o'clock  on  the  following  morning. 

Tuesday  the  23th  of  March,  the  court  again 
met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  soon  after 
twelve  o'clock,  the  Chief- Justices  of  the  King's 
Bench  and  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  Generals,  took  their  respective  seats. 
At  half-past  two  o'clock,  the  Grand  Jury,  having 
gone  through  the  examination  of  the  whole  of  the 
witnesses,  entered  with  true  bills  for  high  treason 
against  Arthur  Thistlewood,  William  Davidson, 
James  Ings,  J.  T.  Brunt,  Richard  Tidd,  J.  W. 
Wilson,  John  Harrison,  Richard  Bradburn,  James 
Shaw  Strange,  James  Gilchrist,  and  Richard 
Charles  Cooper. 

The  bills  for  high  treason  against  Abel  Hall 
and  Robert  George,  were  ignored. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  then  expressed  to  the 
Attorney-General  his  wish  that  the  persons  against 
whom  true  bills  had  been  found  might  have  inti- 
mation, without  the  trouble  of  coming  into  court, 
that  their  attorneys  and  counsel  would  have  ready 
access  to  them.  The  Attorney-General  promised 
that  every  facility  should  be  given  to  the  commu- 
nication with  their  legal  advisers. 

On  the  following  day  the  court  assembled  a 
third  time  to  inquire  into  the  murder  of  Smithers, 
and  divers  acts  of  felony  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  by  the  prisoners ;  accordingly  at  twelve 
o'clock  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench 
took  his  seat  in  Court.  The  Solicitor-General  at- 
tended for  the  Crown. 

The  Grand  Jury  immediately  entered,  and  de- 
livered several  bills  to  the  clerk,  who  read  as 
follows  : — 

True  bills  for  murder  agamst  Arthur  Thistle- 
wood,  John  Thomas  Brunt,  "Richard  Tidd,  James 
William  Wilson,  John  Harrison  and  James  Shaw 
Strange. 
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No  bills  for  murder  against  William  Davidson, 
James  Ings,  Richard  Bradburn,  James  Gilchrist, 
Abel  Hall,  and  Richard  Charles  Cooper. 

True  bills  for  felony  against  James  Ings,  Richard 
Tidd,  James  William  Wilson,  and  Arthur  Thistle- 
wood. 

The  Foreman  stated,  that  there  was  no  other 
bill  before  them. 

The  Solicitor-General  said,  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  prefer  any  more  bills  at  present. 

The  Court  was  then  adjourned  by  direction  of 
the  Lord-Chief  Justice  till  the  13th  day  of  April 
then  next  ensuing,  at  half-past  9  in  the  morning. 

A  material  omission  occurred  in  the  bills  of  in- 
dictment preferred  before  this  Grand  Jury,  as- 
sembled under  the  Special  Commissions,  with 
regard  to  Davidson,  the  man  of  colour,  who,  on 
the  night  of  the  capture  of  the  conspirators,  was 
standing  sentry  at  the  entrance  to  the  place  of 
meeting,  armed  with  a  carbine,  and  sword  of  im- 
mense length,  and  in  resisting  the  attempt  of  the 
officers  to  take  him  into  custody,  discharged  his 
carbine  at  one  of  them.  In  preferring  the  bills 
against  the  prisoners  for  the  several  offences  with 
which  they  were  charged,  this  circumstance  was 
overlooked,  and  it  was  not  recollected,  till  Wed- 
nesday the  19th  of  April.  An  order  was  conse- 
quently given  on  that  evening  by  Mr.  Maule,  the 
solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  to  Ruthven,  Ellis,  Gill 
(the  man  shot  at),  and  other  witnesses,  to  attend 
before  the  Middlesex  Grand  Jury,  at  Clerkenwell, 
on  the  following  day,  and  to  take  with  them  the 
arms  taken  from  Davidson.  They  attended  ac- 
cordingly, the  bill  of  indictment  was  preferred, 
and  a  true  bill  found  against  William  Davidson, 
for  feloniously  shooting  at  Gill,  with  intent  to 
kill,  &c.  Only  three  witnesses  were  called.  The 
bill  was  preferred  before  the  Grand  Jury  sum- 
moned to  dispose  of  the  ordinary  Sessions  busi- 
ness, and  not  that  which  had  assembled  under  the 
Special  Commission. 
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On  Monday  the  3d  of  April,  copies  of  the  in- 
dictments, with  lists  of  the  jurors  and  of  the 
witnesses  to  be  produced  on  the  trial,  were  de- 
livered to  each  of  the  prisoners  in  their  respective 
places  of  confinement. 

The  List  of  the  Jurors  contained,  the  names  of 
227  freeholders  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  resi- 
dent in  the  different  parishes,  many  of  them  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  metropolis. 

The  Indictment  contained  four  counts,  on  each 
of  which  certain  overt  acts  were  charged,  manifesting 
and  proving  the  acts  of  treason  set  forth.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  abstract  of  the  Indictment. 

The  King  against  Arthur  Thistlewood,  William  Davidson, 
James  Ings,  John  Thomas  Brunt,  Richard  Tidd,  James 
William  Wilson,  John  Harrison,  Richard  Bradburn,  John 
Shaw  Strange,  James  Gilchrist,  and  Charles  Cooper. 

FIRST  COUNT. 

That  they  did  compass,  imagine,  invent,  devise,  and 
intend  to  deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lord  the  King 
of  and  from  the  style,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm. 

First  overt  act. — That  they  did  assemble,  meet,  conspire, 
and  consult  to  devise,  arrange,  and  mature  plans  and  means 
to  subvert  and  destroy  the  constitution  and  government  of 
this  realm,  as  bv  law  established. 

Second  overt  act. — That  they  did  conspire  to  stir  up, 
raise,  make,  and  levy  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against 
our  said  Lord  the  King  within  this  realm,  and  to  subvert 
and  destroy  the  constitution  and  government  of  this  realm,  as 
by  law  established. 

Third  overt  act. — That  they  did  conspire  to  assassinate, 
kill,  and  murder  divers  of  the  Privy-Council  of  our  said 
Lord  the  King,  employed  in  the  administration. 

Fourth  overt  act. — That  they  did  procure,  provide,  and 
have  divers  large  quantities  of  arms,  in  order  to  assassinate 
divers  of  the  Privy-Council. 

Fifth  overt  act. — That  they  did  procure,  provide,  and 
have  arms,  with  intent  therewith  to  arm  themselves  and 
otner  false  traitors,  in  order  to  raise,  make,  and  levy  insur- 
rection, rebellion,  and  war. 

Sixth  overt  act. — That    they  did  conspire,   consult  and 
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agree  to  seize  and  take  possession  of  divers  cannon,  with 
intent  to  arm  themselves  and  other  false  traitors,  in  order  to 
make  war  against  the  King,  and  destroy  the  constitution. 

Seventh  overt  act. — That  they  did  conspire  to  set  fire  to, 
burn  and  destroy  divers  houses  and  buildings  in  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and  divers  barracks,  and  to 
provide  combustibles  and  materials  for  the  purpose. 

Eighth  overt  act. — That  they  did  compose  and  prepare, 
and  cause  and  procure  to  be  composed  and  prepared, 
divers  addresses,  proclamations,  declarations,  and  writings, 
containing  therein  solicitations,  and  incitements  to  the  liege 
subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  to  aid  and  assist  in 
making  and  levying  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war,  against 
our  said  Lord  the  King,  within  this  realm,  and  in  subverting 
and  destroying  the  constitution  and  government  of  this 
realm,  as  by  law  established. 

Ninth  overt  act. — That  they  did  compose  and  prepare, 
and  cause  and  procure  to  be  composed  and  prepared,  a 
certain  paper  writing,  purporting  to  be  an  address  to  the 
liege  subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  containing  therein 
that  their  tyrants  were  dostroyeJ,  and  that  the  friends  of 
liberty  were  called  upon  to  come  forward,  as  the  provisional 
government  was  then  sitting,  with  intent  to  publish  the 
same,  and  thereby  to  solicit  and  excite  the  liege  subjects  of 
our  said  Lord  the  King  to  aid  and  assist  in  making:  and 
levying  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against  the  King, 
and  in  subverting  and  destroying  the  constitution  and  go- 
vernment. 

Tenth  overt  act. — That  they  did  assemble  themselves,  with 
arms,  with  intent  to  assassinate,  kill,  and  murder  divers  of 
the  Privy-Council,  and  to  raise,  make,  and  levy  insurrection, 
rebellion,  and  war  against  our  said  Lord  the  King,  and  to 
subvert  and  destroy  the  constitution  and  government  of  this 
realm. 

Eleventh  overt  act. — That  they,  armed  and  arrayed  in  a 
warlike  manner,  did  ordain,  prepare,  levy  and  make  public 
war  against  the  King. 

SECOND  COUNT. 

That  they  did  compass,  imagine,  and  intend  to  move 
and  excite  insurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  against  the 
King,  within  this  realm,  and  to  subvert  and  alter  the 
legislature,  rule,  and  government,  and  to  bring  and 
put  the  King  to  death. 

N    '£. 
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Firtt  overt  act. — Same  as  in  the  first  count,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  "  and  to  deprive  and  depose  our  said  Lord  the 
King  of  and  from  the  style,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm." 

Second,  third,  fourth,  ffth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth,  and  ekventh  overt  acts,  same  as  in  the  first  count. 

THIRD  COUNT. 

That  they  did  compass,  imagine,  and  invent  to 
move,  and  intend  to  levy  war  against  the  King,  in 
order  by  force  and  constraint  to  compel  him  to  change 
his  measures  and  councils. 

First  overt  act. — That  they  did  assemble,  meet,  conspire 
aud  consult  to  devise,  arrange,  and  mature  plans  and  means, 
by  force  and  constraint,  to  compel  the  King  to  change  his 
measures  and  councils. 

Second  overt  act. — Same  as  in  the  first  count  only  leaving 
out  the  conclusion,  "  and  to  subvert,"  &c. 

Third  ani  Fourth  overt  acts. — Same  as  in  the  first  count. 

Fifth  and  Sixth  overt  acts. — Same  as  in  the  first  count, 
omitting  as  before,  *'  and  to  subvert,"  &c. 

Seventh  overt  act. — Same  as  in  the  first  count. 

Eighth^  Ninth,  and  Tenth  overt  acts. — Same  as  in  the 
eighth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  overt  acts  in  the  first  count, 
omitting  at  the  end  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  as  before,  "  and 
to  subvert,"  &c. 

FOURTH  COUNT. 

That  they  did  levy  and  make  war  against  the  King, 
and  endeavour  by  force  and  arms,  to  subvert  and  de- 
stroy the  constitution  and  government  of  this  realm, 
and  to  deprive  and  depose  the  King  of  the  crown. 

The  following  is  the  List  of  Witnesses,  con- 
taining 162  names,  and  amongst  them  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  Members  of  Administration,  the 
Police  Magistrates  and  Officers,  the  Soldiers  employed 
in  the  arrest,  many  women,  boys,  §-c. 

Adams,  Robert,  cordwainer,  an  accomplice,  in  custody 
Alderson,  Leonard,  Antelope-gardens,   Holywell-mount,  cord- 
wainer 
Aldous,  James,  Berwick-street,  pawnbrokei 
Avis,  George,  Bow-street  patrol 
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Adkins,  William,  governor  of  the  House  of  Correction,  Cold- 
bath  fields 

Bathurst,  Right  Honourable  Charles 

Baker,  John,  servant  to  the  Earl  of  Harrowby 

Baker,  Robert,  Esq.  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Bow-street 

Baker,  Gabriel,  yeoman,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Baldwin,  William  H.  shopman  to  Mr.  Colnaghi,  printseller, 
Cockspur-street 

Barrow,  William,  chair-maker. 

Basey,  James,  soldier,  2d  regiment  Coldstream  guards 

Bishop,  Daniel,  officer,  Bow-street 

Bissex,  Charles,  watchman 

Birnie,  Richard,  Esq.,  Bow-street  office 

Brind,  Joseph,  servant  to  J.  Saunders,  St.  John-street,  Clerken- 
well 

Brooks,  William  Charles,  Bow-street  patrol 

Bourchier,  Charles,  Esq.,  assistant  solicitor,  Treasury 

Bulmer,  John,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Bubb,  Thomas,  watchman 

Bamford,  John,  captain  and  adjutant  of  the  London  and  West- 
minster Light  Horse  Volunteers 

Buller,  James,  Esq.,  one  of  the  clerks  of  his  Majesty's  most 
honourable  Privy-Council 

Brand,  George,  turnkey  of  the  House  of  Correction 

Brand,  Henry,  ditto 

Castlereagh,  Viscount 

Carr,  Thomas,  cordwainer 

Carter,  Robert,  yeoman,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Caylock,  George,  Cato-street,  blacksmith 

Champion,  Joseph,  Bow-street  patrol 

Chapman,  Robert,  ditto 

Chetwynd,  Richard,  Viscount,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  his  Majesty's 
most  honourable  Privy-Council 

Claddis,  Stephen,  yeoman,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Clark,  John,  ditto 

Clark,  William,  ditto 

Clark,  Thomas,  Great  York-mews,  Portman- square,  tailor 

Cooper,  William,  warder  of  the  tower 

Curtis,  Jonathan,  soldier,  2d  coldstream  guards 

Cygrove,  John,  ditto 

Davy,  John,  Parker-street,  Drury-lane,  wheelwright 

Davies,  Jeremiah,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Davies,  H.  servant  to  the  Earl  of  Ailesbury,  Grosvenor-square 

Davison,  Thomas,  \  rinter,  Duke-street,  West  Smithfield 

Denne,  George,  yeoman,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Devisme,  Gerard,  Esq.,  Bryanstone-street,  merchant 

Dobson,  Jonathan,  Silver-street,  Clerkenwell,  dealer  in  old  iron 

Dobson,  Esther,  wife  of  the  above 

Dwyer,  Thomas,  Gee's-court,  Oxford-street,  bricklayer 

East,  James,  warder  of  the  Tower 
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East,  Richard,  ditto 

East,  Robert,  White-street,  Moorfields,  letter  castor 

Edwards,  George,  Ranelagh-place,  modeller 

Edgar,  James,  soldier,  2d  Coldstream  guards 

Ellis,  James,  Bow-street  patrol 

Farrell,  Thomas,  Duke-street,  Lincoln's-inn  fields,  green  grocer 

Fitzclarence,  Frederick,  ensign,  2d  coldstream  guards 

Flanagan,  Patrick,  St.  Giles's,  watchman 

Fletcher,  William,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Ford,  William,  Mount-street,  Lambeth,  cordwainer 

Francis,  Emanuel,  Southampton-mews,  Marylebone,  labourer 

Fryer,  William,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Gill,  Benjamin  George,  Bow-street  patrol 

Gillan,  Henry,  servant  to  Mr.  Whittle,  apothecary,  Mount-street, 

Grosvenor-square 
Gould,  Mary,  Adam's-mews,   Grosvenor-square,  wife  of  George 

Gould,  victualler 
Gould,  Elizabeth,  Stanhope-st.  wife  of  Robert  Gould,  victualler 
Gibbs,  William,  Bow-street  patrol 
Harrowby,   Dudley,  Earl    of,  Lord  President  of  his   Majesty's 

most  honourable  Privy-Council 
Hale,  Joseph,  apprentice  to  John  Thomas  Brunt,  boot-closer 
Hanson,  Edward,  sergeant  of  artillery,  Tower 
Harknett,  John,  Clement' s-inn,  labourer 

Harrell,  James,  Lamb's  Chapel-court,  Monkwell-st.  cordwainer 
Hatton,  Thomas,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Hayward,  Joseph,  Long-alley,  Moorfields,  cordwainer 
Hiden,  Thomas,  Manchester-mews,  milkman 
Hoare,  Mary,  Great  Wild-street,  spinster 
Hobbs,  John,  White  Hart-yard,  Brook's-market,  victualler 
Hobhouse,  Henry,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Under  Secretaries 

of  State 
Howard,  George,  Fox-court,  Grays-inn-lane,  cordwainer 
Humphrey,  William,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Humphreys,  Samuel,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  iron-founder 
Inglis,  James,  soldier,  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Jennings,  Thomas,  New  Compton-street,  carver  and  gilder 
Isaacs,  Jane,  Cato-street,  spinster 
Keyes,  Thomas,  Frith-street,  Soho,  victualler 
Keyes,  Thomas,  the  elder,  gent,  same  place 
Knowles,  Walter,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Lane,  John,  gent.,  gaoler  of  the  Tower 
Lavender,  Stephen,'  officer,  Bow-street 
Lee,  William,  patrol,  Bow-street 
Leeson,  John,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Legg,  William,  Serjeant  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Litchfield   Elijah,  Clerk  of  the  office  of  solicitor  of  the  treasury 
Lawson,  Edward,  Brown's-lane,  Spitalfields,  currier 
Lott,  James,  sergeant  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Main,  Thomas,  warder  of  the  Tower 
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M'Carthy,  Anne,  Gray's-buildings,  Manchester-square,  wife  of 

James  M'Carthy,  labourer 
Mansfield,  John,  servant  to  ensign  Fitzclarence 
Maule,  George,  Esq.  solicitor  to  the  treasury 
Miles,  Thomas,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Moay,  Giles,  Franklin,  Marylebone,  watchman 
Monument,  Thomas,  Garden-court,  Gray's-inn-lane,  cordwainer 
Monument,  John,  an  accomplice,  prisoner  in  the  Tower 
Morris,  Thomas,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Muddock,  John,  soldier  in  the  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Munday,  Richard,  Cato-street,  labourer 
Munday,  James,  same  place,  labourer,  son  of  the  above 
Maidment,  Jeremiah,  constable,  Bow-street 
Morison,  John  Hector,  Drury-lane,  cutler 
Morris,  Stephen,  turnkey,  House  of  Correction 
Nixon,  Luke,  patrol,  Bow-street 
Palmerston,  Henry  John,  Viscount,  secretary  at  war 
Pargiter,  Henry,  messenger  to  the  solicitor  to  the  treasury 
Pocock,  J.  Tunbridge-row,  Lord's  Cricket-ground,  whitesmith 
Poulson,  Jonathan,  servant  to  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 
Powell,  John,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Pratt,  Edward,  Fox-place,  Lord's  Cricket-ground,  smith 
Price,  J.  H.  Kendal's-mews,  Blandford-street,  brasswOrker 
Privatt,  Mary,  Vine-yard,  Southwark,  char-woman 
Phillips,  Henry,  Pleasant-row,  Lord's  Cricket-ground,  labourer 
Raven,  Henry  Baldwin,  clerk  to  the  solicitor  to  the  treasury 
Read,  William,  officer,  Hatton-garden 
Revell,  James,  soldier,  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Ridsdale,  William,  waiter,  Peele's  coffee-house 
llochfort,  George,  Little  Park-lane,  Regent's-park,  watchman 
Rogers,    Mary,     Fox-court,    Gray's-inn-lane,    chandler's  shop 

keeper 
Rogers,  George,  warder  of-the  Tower 
Ruthven,  George  Thomas  Joseph,  officer,  Bow-street 
Sallibauks,William, Holly-row,  Lord's  Cricket-ground,  carpenter 
Salmon,  William  Joseph,  Seymour-place,  Marylebone,  tailor 
Salmon,  William,  officer,  Bow-street 
Saxelby,  warder  of  the  Tower 
Sheppard,  Robert,  ditto 

Shephard,  Sarah,  Great  Wild-street,  victualler 
Simpson,  Edward,  corporal-major,  2d  regiment  life-guards 
Smart,  Thomas,  Wood-street,  Westminster,  watchmaker 
Smith,    Augustus,    Swan  and   Horse-shoe   public  house,   Little 

Britain,  plumber  and  glazier. 
Spooner,  Ralph,  servant  to  Armstrong  and  Co.  Leather-lana 
Stafford,  John,  chief  clerk,  Bow-street 
Strickland,  James,  corporal  2d  regiment  coldstream  guards 
Siuman,  John,  patrol,  Bow-street 

Sutch,  William,  John-street,  Grosvenor-mews,  cordwainer 
Smith,  John  Clark,  John-street.  West,  Edgwarc-road,  victual]  r 
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Taunton,  Samuel  H.  officer,  Bow-street 

Taylor,  Sarah,  Warwick-street,  Golden-square,  printseller 

Thompson,  Abraham,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Tomlin,  William,  Gray's-inn-lane,  victualler 

Townshend,  John,  patrol,  Bow-street 

Vansittart,  Nicholas,  (the  Right  Hon.)  chancellor  and  under- 
treasurer  of  his  Majesty's  exchequer 

Valentine,  Benjamin,  William,  officer,  Marlborough-street 

Underwood,  William,  warder  of  the  Tower 

Wales,  John,  officer,  Marlborough-street 

Walker,  James,  Gun-street,  Old  Artillery-ground,  coffee-house 
keeper 

Walker,  Eleanor,  spinster,  servant  to  Henry  Rogers,  Fox-court, 
Gray's  Inn-lane 

Weeden,  James,  Edgeware-road,  oil  and  colour-man 

Welford,  John,  South-street,  Park-lane,  clerk  to  James  Denew, 
auctioneer  and  appraiser 

Westcott,  William,  patrol,  Bow-street 

Wood,  Robert,  Elliot's-row,  Lord's  Cricket-ground,  tinman 

Woodward,  John,  High-street,  Islington,  cordwainer 

Wright,  John,  patrol,  Bow-street 

Wheeler,  Henry,  turnkey,  House  of  Correction 

Weston,  Elizabeth,  Cato-street,  wife  of  Edward  Weston,  plum- 
ber and  glazier. 

In  addition  to  the  copy  of  the  indictment,  and  Hsts 
of  jurors  and  witnesses,  the  prisoners  received  each  of 
them  the  following  notice  from  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury : — 

"  The  King  v.  Arthur  Thistlewood,  Wm.  Davidson,  James 
Ings,  John  Thomas  Brunt,  Richard  Tidd,  Jas.  Wm. 
Wilson,  John  Harrison,  Richard  Bradburn,  John  Shaw 
Strange,  James  Gilchrist,  and  Charles  Cooper,  for  high 

treason. 

"  You  are  hereby  required  to  produce,  upon  the  trial  of 
this  indictment,  certain  paper  writings,  written  or  prepared, 
or  caused  to  be  written  or  prepared  by  you,  or  some  or  one 
of  you,  on  or  about  the  23d  day  of  February  last,  each  ol 
these  purporting  to  be  an  address  to  the  people  of  this 
kingdom,  stating  therein  that  their  tyrants  were  destroyed, 
and  that  the  friends  of  liberty  were  called  on  to  come  for- 
ward, as  the  provisional  government  was  then  sitting,  or  to 
the  like  purport  or  effect;  and  also  a  certain  other  writing, 
written  or  prepared,  or  caused  to  be  written  or  prepared  by 
you,  or  some  or  one  of  you,  purporting  to  be  an  address  to 
th*j  soldiers,  soliciting  them  to  join  the  friends  of  liberty,  and 
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that  they  should  have  their  discharge,  *****  and  full  pay 
for  life,  aud  twenty  pounds  to  take  them  to  their  homes,  or 
to  the  like  purport  or  effect;  and  also  all  other  addresses  and 
proclamations  whatsoever,  written  or  prepared,  or  caused  to 
be  written  or  prepared,  by  you,  or  any  of  you,  between  the 
1st  day  of  January,  and  the  24th  day  of  February  last. 
"  Dated  this  8th  day  of  March,  1820. 

"  Geo.  Maule,  Solicitor  for  the  Prosecution. 

"  To  the  above-named  Arthur  Thistlewood,  fyc,  and  to 
each  and  every  of  them." 

The  reason  for  the  service  of  the  above  notice  was 
as  follows  :  It  was  supposed  that  the  accomplices  who 
had  become  king's  evidence,  would,  in  their  examina- 
tion as  witnesses,  state,  that  such  an  address  as  that 
referred  to  in  the  notice  was  prepared  and  in  the  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  defendants  ;  and  as  the  prose- 
cutors would  not,  according  to  the  rules  of  evidence, 
be  allowed  to  give  verbal  testimony  of  the  contents  of 
the  address  without  previously  giving  notice  to  the  de- 
fendants to  produce  the  original,  the  Crown  Solicitor 
served  them  all  with  notice. 

On  the  13th  of  April,  Mr.  Sheriff  Roth  well  received 
a  summons  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  requiring  his  presence  at 
Whitehall,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  removal  of  the  state  prisoners  in  the  Tower  to 
Newgate.  The  Sheriff,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Under- 
Sheriff  Turner,  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Home- 
office,  where  they  were  introduced  to  Lord  Sid  mouth. 

The  mode  of  conveying  the  prisoners  having  been 
decided  upon,  Lord  Sidmouth  delivered  to  Sheriff 
Rothwell  a  writ,  empowering  him  to  receive  into  his 
custody,  from  the  Warder  of  the  Tower  of  London, 
the  bodies  of  Arthur  Thistlewood,  William  Davidson, 
James  Ings,  John  Thomas  Brunt,  Richard  Tidd, 
James  William  Wilson,  and  John  Harrison,  charged 
with  high  treason.  His  Lordship  at  the  same  time 
intimated  that  a  military  force  would  be  in  attendance, 
to  guard  the  prisoners  to  their  place  of  destination. 

In  consequence  of  the  plan  adopted,  on  the  morn- 
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ing  of  the  14th,  as  early  as  half-past  six  o'clock,  Mr. 
Sheriff  Rothwell,   Mr.    Under-sheriff  Turner,    Mr 
Under-Sheriff  Pullen,  Mr.  Brown  (gaoler  of  Newgate, 
Mr.   Wontner,   (the  Chief  City  Marshal,)  and   Mi 
Brown,  (the  Deputy  Marshal,)  arrived  at  the  Tower 
and   were   immediately   introduced    to    the    resident 
Governor,  Major  J.  H.  Elrington,  who  had  been  ap- 
prized of  their  coming,  and  had  given  directions  to  the 
Warders  to  have  their  prisoners   in  readiness.      A 
numerous  detachment  of  the  Life  Guards  soon  after- 
wards arrived  at  the  fortress,  and  these  were  followed 
by  a  strong  party  of  Bow-street  officers,  in  seven  car- 
riages, which  were  engaged  for  the  occasion. 

At  seven  o'clock,  every  thing  being  in  readiness, 
directions  were  given  to  the  Warders  to  bring  forth 
their  prisoners.  The  prisoners  were  then  conducted 
separately  from  their  respective  places  of  confinement, 
between  two  Warders,  into  the  Court-yard,  where 
they  were  delivered  to  the  officers  in  waiting,  by  whom 
they  were  handcuffed.  While  the  handcuffs  were 
being  placed  on  Thistlewood  he  was  greatly  agitated, 
and  trembled  exceedingly. 

Their  names  were  called  over  from  the  writ,  and 
Mr.  Brown,  the  gaoler  of  Newgate,  was  thus  enabled 
to  recognize  their  persons.  They  were  all  perfectly 
silent  until  about  to  depart,  when  they  expressed  their 
thanks  to  the  Warder  for  the  humane  attention  which 
they  had  received. 

The  whole  being  now  assembled,  they  were  marched, 
each  between  two  Bow-street  officers,  to  the  Fosse- 
gate,  beyond  which  the  carriages  had  been  drawn  up. 
Thistlewood  was  placed  in  the  first  carriage,  and  was 
joined  by  three  police  officers.  The  remaining  pri- 
soners were  each  placed  in  a  separate  carriage,  and 
each  attended  by  three  Bow-street  officers.  They 
were  accompanied  by  a  troop  of  Life  Guards,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  a  direct  course  to  Newgate  prison. 

The  carriages  were  flanked  on  each  side  by  Horse 
Guards  in  single  file.  Notwithstanding  the  early 
hour  of  the  morning,  and  the  secrecy  with  which  the 
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removal  was  so  prudently  conducted,  as  the  carriages 
issued  from  the  Tower  gates,  an  immense  throng  had 
assembled  to  witness  their  departure. 

In  the  gaol  of  Newgate,  the  Marshal's  men,  and  a 
large  body  of  constables,  were  assembled  at  seven 
o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  order  ;  and 
when,  at  twenty  minutes  before  eight,  it  was  announced 
that  the  prisoners  were  approaching,  they  sallied  forth 
and  formed  a  half-moon  in  front  of  the  felons'  door. 
In  a  few  seconds  afterwards,  the  Horse  Guards  turned 
the  corner  of  the  Old  Bailey,  and  rode  up  to  the 
prison. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell,  and  the  Under- She  riff,  drove 
up  to  the  private  door  of  Mr.  Brown's  house,  and 
obtained  admission  to  the  gaol  by  that  means.  The 
prisoners  alighted  at  the  felons'  door,  and  were  received 
by  the  chief  turnkey.  Thistlewood  as  he  went  up 
the  steps,  appeared  greatly  dejected  ;  as  did  Ings,  Tidd, 
and  Brunt.  Davidson,  Harrison,  and  Wilson,  seem- 
ed to  maintain  their  confidence. 

The  prisoners  were  ultimately  conducted  to  the 
cells  which  had  been  previously  prepared  for  their  re- 
ception ;  and  the  whole  being  thus  safely  delivered  to 
the  proper  authorities,  the  Horse  Guards  rode  oft' to 
their  quarters. 

Thistlewood  was  placed  in  a  small  but  comfortable 
cell  by  himself,  having  a  fire  and  other  accommoda- 
tions. In  the  day-time  an  officer  was  constantly  pre- 
sent with  him  ;  and  at  night  two  were  kept  on  guard. 

The  other  six  prisoners  brought  from  the  Tower 
were  placed  altogether,  and  had  the  accommodation 
of  a  large  yard  on  the  north  side  of  the  prison,  in  which 
they  were  allowed  to  take  the  air.  With  them  also 
one  officer  in  the  day-time,  and  two  at  night,  were 
always  present. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  four  prisoners 
confined  in  the  House  of  Correction,  likewise  arrived 
at  Newgate,  without  any  military  escort.  They  were 
brought  in  two  carriages,  accompanied  by  five  or  six 
police-officers.     These  four  prisoners  were  placed  in  a 
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separate  cell  apart  from  those  who  had  been  brought 
from  the  Tower. 

With  respect  to  the  prisoners  arrived  from  the 
House  of  Correction,  the  same  precautions  were 
taken,  and  one  guard  in  the  day,  and  two  at  night, 
were  appointed  to  be  constantly  present  with  them. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  disturbance  of  a  serious  na- 
ture taking  place,  a  further  precaution  had  been  taken. 
A  detachment  of  the  London  Militia  arrived  in  the 
course  of  the  afternoon  at  Newgate,  and  continued 
thereuntil  the  whole  of  the  trials  were  concluded. 

A  committee  was  formed  among  the  friend6  and 
partizans  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
subscriptions  to  support  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
unfortunate  men,  who,  it  will  be  recollected,  were  all 
of  the  lowest  and  most  abject  class  of  society,  during 
their  imprisonment,  and  for  employing  a  solicitor,  re- 
taining counsel,  and  arranging  other  matters  for  their 
defence  on  the  approaching  trial. 

The  following  hand-bill,  containing  a  forcible  ap- 
peal to  the  feelings  of  the  public,  was  put  forth  by  the 
families  of  the  misguided  men,  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee  for  the  management  of  their  defence. 
How  far  the  assertions  so  confidently  expressed  in  this 
paper  were  borne  out  by  the  evidence  given  on  the  trial, 
on  which  we  are  now  about  to  enter,  we  leave  our 
readers  to  determine. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  BRITISH  NATION. 


"  The  Wives  and  Families  of  the  unfortunate  persons 
now  imprisoned  for  an  alleged  conspiracy  against  the  pre- 
sent government,  venture  to  intrude  their  helpless  and  un- 
protected situation  on  the  immediate  attention  of  their  coun- 
trymen, and  to  offer  this  imperfect,  but  they  trust  not  unsuc- 
cessful, appeal. ; 

"  Into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charges,  by  virtue  of 
which  their  husbands  and  parents  are  suffering  under  the 
oouble  weight  of  public  obloquy  and  rigorous  confinement, 
they  do  not  now  presume  to  enter  ;  they  merely  put  in  their 
claims  in  behalf  of  their  unhappy  relatives,  that  they  may 
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not  be  deprived  of  the  benefits  common  to  every  Briton, 
viz.,  that  of  being  at  least  not  condemned  until  legally  prov- 
ed guilty,  nor  excluded  from  all.  possibility  of  a  fair  and  un- 
biassed trial,  before  a.  jury  of  their' peers. 

u  They  beg  to  remind  their  countrymen  that,  hitherto, 
the  unfortunate  accused  have  had  no  opportunity  of  proving 
their  innocence,  or  offering  any  thing  in  their  own  defence; 
that  all  is  ex-parte  statement,  consisting  of  the  testimony  of 
Bou-street  Officers,  and  the  exaggerated  reports  contained 
in  the  public  Journals,  the  former  of  which  in  many  in- 
stances have  been  interested  parties,  and  have  even  been 
proved  to  have  instigated  to  the  commission  of  crime,  that 
they  might  afterwards  betray  the  delinquents,  and  obtain  the 
promised  reward;  and  the  latter  are  notoriously  guilty  of 
loading  their  daily  columns  with  the  most  scandalous  false- 
hoods and  misrepresentations. 

"  Under  these  impressions,  they  trust  that  a  generous  and 
humane  Public  will  suspend  their  judgment,  until  the  whole 
of  this  unhappy  business  has  undergone  the  solemn  and 
final  adjudication  of  a  Legal  Tribunal,  when  the  guilt  or  inno- 
cence of  the  respective  parties  may  be  Vendered  manifest  to 
the  world  at  large.  Of  this  they  are  naturally  the  more  so- 
licitous, because  it  will  be  recollected,  that  when  upon  a 
former  occasion,  some  of  the  persons  who  now  stand  charged 
with  the  crime  of  High  Treason,  were  accused  and  tried  for 
a  similar  offence,  it  was  found,  after  a  patient  and  impartial 
investigation,  to  the  perfect  satisfaction  both  of  the  Jury 
and  the  British  Public,  that  the  alleged  Conspiracy  was  (as 
they  verily  believe  the  present  will  also  be  proved,)  nothing 
more  than  the  artful  invention  of  hired  Spies  and  secret 
Agents,  who  endeavoured  to  instigate  to  the  perpetration  of 
crime,  that  they  themselves  might  reap  an  ample  harvest 
from  the  blood  of  their  deluded  victims,  and  recommend 
themselves  to  their  employers. 

'*'  Waiving  for  the  present,  however,  all  further  discussion 
upon  this  painful  and  distressing  subject,  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  whatever  opinion  or  prejudice  may  be  enter- 
tained respecting  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused,  a  ge- 
nerous Public  will  not  confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty, 
or  suffer  the  defenceless  and  unprotected  Women  and  Chil- 
dren, who  have  no  share  or  concern  in  these  melancholy 
transactions,  to  perish  for  want  of  timely  relief,  while  their 
Husbands  and  Parents  are  lingering  in  solitary  confinement, 
unable  to  stretch  forth  a  helping  hand  to  save  them  from  im- 
pending ruin:  they  are  at  this  moment  actually  destitute  of 
the  means  of  subsistence,  and  dying  for  want  of  food. 
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"  It,  is  hoped  that  this  imperfect  but  faithful  statement  or 
their  real  situation  and-  circumstances,  will  induce  the  be- 
nevolent to  step  forward  and  contribute  their  liberal  aid,  to 
rescue  'these  distressed  objects  from  famine  and  despair. 

"Subscriptions  will  be  received  by  the  Printer,  10,  Duke 
Street,  Smithfield  ;  Mr.  Griffin,  10,  Middle  Row,  Holborn, 
(opposite  Gray  s-Inn  Lane :)    Mr.    Walker,    Gun    Street, 
Spitalfields  ;  and   by  the  Relatives  of  the  accused  Persons 
The  smallest  Donations  will  be  thankfully  acknowledged. 

Mary  Brunt,  for  herself  and  one  child. 
Mary  Tidd,  and  eight  children. 
Amelia  Bradburn,  and  eight  children. 
Mary  Strange,  and  two  children. 
Charlotte  Preston,  and  three  sisters. 
Susan  Thistlezvood,  one  child. 
Sarah  Davidson,  and  six  children. 
Caroline  Harrison,  and  three  children." 

Mr.  Harmer  was  employed  by  the  Committee  for 
all  the  prisoners,  except  Bradburn,  having  been  previ- 
ously employed  for  Bradburn  by  that  man's  relations 
and  friends. 

Mr.  ADOLPHUsand  Mr.  Curwood,  were  retained 
as  counsel  for  Thistlewood,  Brunt,  Davidson,  Ings, 
and  Tidd;  and  Mr.  Wa lford  and  Mr.  Brode- 
rtck,  for  the  remainder  of  the  prisoners. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state,  that  during  the 
whole  time  the  prisoners  were  in  custody,  on  the  awful 
charges  which  we  have  so  minutely  detailed,  the 
greatest  attention  possible  was  paid  to  their  personal 
comfort  and  convenience,  consistent  with  their  safe  cus- 
tody ;  and  indeed  the  unhappy  men  themselves  felt 
and  acknowledged  the  humane  attention  with  which 
they  had  uniformly  been  treated. 


TRIALS 


FOR 

HIGH    TREASON. 


SESSIONS  HOUSE,  OLD   BAILEY,  SATURDAY, 
APRIL  15,  1820. 


This  being  the  day  to  which  the  Court  had  beea 
adjourned  for  arraigning  and  receiving  the  pleas  ©f  the 
eleven  prisoners,  against  whom  Bills  of  Indictment 
for  High  Treason  had  been  found,  the  proceedings 
commenced.  At  ten  o'clock  precisely,  the  Commis- 
sioners entered  the  Court,  preceded  by  Mr.  Sheriff 
Rothwell;  they  were,  the  Lord  Chief-Justice  Ab- 
bott, the  Lord  Chief-Justice  Dallas,  the  Chief  Baron 
Richards,  and  Mr.  Justice  Richardson.  The  Com- 
mon Sergeant,  who  is  also  in  the  commission,  was 
likewise  present;  and  Sir  William  Leighton,  Sir  R. 
Carr  Glynn,  Mr.  Alderman  Christopher  Smith,  &c. 

The  Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbott,  after  the  Com- 
missioners were  all  seated,  rose,  and  presented  to  Mr. 
Shelton  the  indictments  which  had  been  found  under 
the  Special  Commission,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  tried  under  the  General  Session  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  and  Gaol  Delivery,  then  holden  in  that 
Court. 

Mr.  Shelton,  on  receiving  them,  immediately  gave 
directions  to  Mr.  Brown,  the  gaoler,  to  bring  up  his 
prisoners. 

The  prisoners  were  then  brought  into  court,  each 
man  accompanied  by  a  constable,  and  placed  at  the 
back  part  of  the  dock. 

Arthur  Thistlewood  entered  first;  he  looked  pale 
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and  dejected.  He  was  dressed  in  a  black  coat  and 
velvet  collar,  light-coloured  waistcoat,  blue  trowsers, 
and  shoes.  None  of  the  prisoners  were  either  hand- 
cuffed or  bolted.  The  other  men  were  decently  clad, 
according  to  their  means,  and  appeared  cleanly  and 
healthful.     The  whole  being  assembled, 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  arraigns,  pro- 
ceeded to  call  over  their  names  from  the  back  of  the 
bill  found  for  high  treason,  preparatory  to 

THE  ARRAIGNMENT. 

Arthur  TJiistlewood  first  came  forward,  and  was 
desired  to  hold  up  his  hand.  Having  complied  with 
this  direction,  he  was  placed  at  the  bar.  William 
Davidson  (the  man  of  colour),  James  Ings,  John 
Thomas  Brunt,  and  Richard  Tidd,  were  then  called* 
and  went  through  the  same  ceremony. 

Upon  coming  to  the  name  of  James*  William  Wilson, 
Wilson,  who  remained  with  the  other  prisoners,  did  not 
answer.  The  name  was  twice  repeated,  but  still  he 
took  no  notice.  One  of  the  turnkeys  then  addressed 
him  personally,  and  said,  "  Come  forward,  Wilson," 
to  which  he  replied,  "  That  is  not  my  name." 

Mr.  Cur  wood  now  stated  to  the  Court,  that  he 
was  Counsel  for  some  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  it  was 
intended  to  put  in  a  plea  of  misnomer  as  to  this  man. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — That  must  be  done  when 
the  indictment  is  read,  and  when  the  prisoner  is  called 
on  to  plead. 

The  remaining  prisoners,  John  Harrison,  Richard 
Bradburn,  and  John  Shaw  Strange,  James  Gilchrist, 
and  Charles  Cooper,  were  then  called,  and  severally 
came  to  the  bar,  and  held  up  their  hands. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott. — "  Prisoners,  attend 
while  the  indictment  is  read ;"  and  then,  addressing 
himself  to  Mr.  Clarke,  "  Let  their  names  be  called 
over  again." 

Their  names  were  accordingly  called  over ;  and  Mr. 
Clarke  proceeded  to  read  the  indictment  for  high 
'.reason,  for  which  see  page  90 
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On  coming  to  the  second  count,  t 

Mr.  Curwood  submitted,  that  as  the  overt  acts 
this  count  were  similar  to  those  in  the  first  count,  ic 
was  scarcely  necessary  to  give  the  officer  of  the  court 
the  trouble  of  reading,  or  the  court  the  fatigue  of  listen- 
ing to  it. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott. — You  think  it  may 
be  dispensed  with :  very  well,  This  may  the  more 
readily  be  acquiesced  in,  as  all  the  prisoner  have  been 
furnished  with  copies  of  the  indictment.  Unless  the 
prisoners  themselves  desire  it,  therefore,  this  count 
need  not  be  read.  His  Lordship  then  addressed  him- 
self to  the  prisoners,  and  asked  them  whether  they 
wished  any  more  of  this  count  to  be  read  ?  He  added, 
that  their  counsel  thought  it  unnecessary. 

Ings. — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary. 

The  other  prisoners  all  acquiesced  in  this  determina- 
tion. 

The  succeeding  counts  were  then  read,  when  Mr. 
Clarke  addressed  hknself  to  Arthur  Thistlewood,  and 
asked  him,  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the 
treasons  and  felonies  whereof  he  stood  charged  ? 

Thistlewood. — Not  guilty. 

Mr.  Clarke. — How  will  you  be  tried  ? 

TJiistlewood. — By  God  and  my  country. 

The  same  question,  which  is  the  usual  form  in  ar- 
raignments, was  then  put  to  Davidson,  who  also 
pleaded  Not  Guilty,  and  agreed  to  be  tried  in  the 
same  way. 

Ings,  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice,  said,  "  I  am 
not  guilty.  I  will  be  tried  by  God  and  by  the  laws 
of  reason.     The  laws  of  reason  are  the  laws  of  God. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Instruct  him  to  plead  in 
the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Brown  having  spoken  to  the  prisoner,  he  agreed 
to  the  ordinary  terms  of  the  plea,  and  said  he  would 
be  tried  by  God  and  his  country. 

John  Thomas  Brunt  and  Richard  Tidd  followed  tht> 
example  of  Thistlewood  and  Davidson. 

Mr.  Clarke  next  called  the  name  of  "  James  Wil- 
liam Wilson." 
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Wilson  came  forward,  and  repeated  his  declaration, 
that  that  was  not  his  name. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abboti. — What  is  your 
name  ? 

Wilson. —  My  name  is  James  Wilson. 

Mr  Curwood. — We  mean  to  plead  in  abatement 
that  this  man  has  been  indicted  by  a  wrong  name. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott. — Is  your  plea  pre- 
pared ? 

Mr.  Cur  wood. — Yes,  my  Lord. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Abbott. — Let  it  be  sworn. 

The  plea  was  then  handed  to  Wilson,  and  he  was 
sworn,  in  the  customary  form,  to  answer  all  such 
questions  as  the  Court  should  demand  of  him. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Have  you  read  the  con 
tents  of  that  plea,  and  the  form  of  affidavit  subjoined 
and  is  it  true  in  matter  and  in  substance? 

Wilson. — I  have,  my  Lord ;  I  have  signed  it ;  it  is 
true. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Yoti  swear  the  contents 
of  your  affidavit  are  true  ? 

Wilson. — Yes. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Let  the  plea  be  received. 

The  plea  was  handed  accordingly  to  Mr.  Shelton. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — The  plea  is  received  by 
the  Court.  It  is  for  the  Attorney  General  to  consider 
what  he  proposes  to  do  with  it.  For  the  present,  take 
that  man  back. 

The  prisoner  stood  back.  Harrison,  Bradburn, 
Strange,  Gilchrist,  and  Cooper,  then  pleaded  Not 
Guilty,  and  pursued  the  course  adopted  by  the  other 
prisoners. 

Thistlewood,  Brunt,  Tidd,  Wilson,  Harrison,  and 
Strange,  were  then  arraigned  on  a  second  indictment, 
charging  them,  in  various  counts,  with  the  wilful 
murder  of  Richard  Smithers,  in  the  parish  of  Mary- 
lebone,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  23d  o/ 
February  last. 

They  all  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  with  the  exception  of 
Wilson,  who  again  pleaded  the  misnomer,  and  a  plea 
was  ordered  to  be  prepared  accordingly. 


TRIAL    OF    THISTLEWOOl).  107 

Ings  now  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Court,  and 
said,  "  I  wish  to  speak,  if  I  am  permitted.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  we  are  going  to  be  tried  altogether 
or  separately  ?  My  wish  is  to  be  tried  separately.  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove  that  I  am  innocent  of 
the  charges  alleged  against  me." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — It  is  probable  your  re- 
quest may  be  attended  to;  but  this  is  not  the  proper 
time  for  making  it.     We  will  hear  that  presently. 

The  whole  of  the  eleven  prisoners  were  next  ar- 
raigned on  a  third  indictment,  which  was  founded  on 
the  coroner's  inquisition,  by  which  they  were  all,  to- 
gether with  certain  other  persons  to  the  jurors  unknown, 
pronounced  guilty  of  the  wilful  murder  of  Richard 
Smithers.  In  this  indictment  the  name  of  Wilson 
was  correctly  set  forth  ;  he,  therefore,  together  with 
the  other  prisoners,  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

Arthur  Thistlewood  was  then  arraigned  separately 
fin  an  indictment,  charging  him  with  shooting  at,  with 
intent  to  kill,  or  do  some  grievous  bodily  harm  to, 
William  Westcott,  one  of  the  Bow-street  patrol  en- 
gaged in  arresting  the  conspirators  in  Cato-street.  He 
pleaded  Not  Guilty,  as  did 

James  Ings  and  Richard  Tidd  to  similar  indict- 
ments preferred  against  the  latter,  for  shooting  at,  with 
intent  to  kill,  William  Legg,  serjeant  in  the  Coldstream 
Guards ;  and  the  former  for  shooting  at  William 
Charles  Brooks,  one  of  the  Bow-street  patrol. 

To  each  of  these  indictments  a  count  was  added, 
alleging  the  intent  to  be  to  obstruct  certain  officers  of 
the  peace  in  apprehending  them  while  in  the  pursuit 
of  illegal  objects,  and  conspiring  to  murder  and 
assassinate  certain  liege  subjects  of  our  Lord  the 
King. 

James  Wilson  was  put  to  the  bar  to  plead  to  an 
indictment  against  him  for  shooting  at  John  Muddock, 
one  of  the  soldiers  engaged  in  Cato-street ;  but,  being 
again  described  as  James  William  Wilson,  he  pleaded 
his  misnomer  once  more,  and  a  plea  was  ordered  to 
be  prepared  accordingly. 
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The  whole  of  the  indictments  having  been  gone 
through, 

The  Attorney -General  addressed  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  said,  that  as  he  understood  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  prisoners  to  separate  their  challenges,  he 
begged  that  the  prisoners  might  be  apprized  that 
Arthur  Thistlewood  would  be  tried  alone  upon  the 
indictment  for  high-treason  on  Monday  morning. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  desired  that  the  prisoners 
might  be  asked,  whether  it  was  their  wish  to  challenge 
separately  ? 

The  prisoners  all  expressed  their  wish  to  that  effect. 
Mr.  Shelton  then  addressed  Thistlewood,  and  in- 
formed him  that  he  would  be  put  upon  his  trial  for 
high- treason  on  Monday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 
The  prisoners  were  then  all  taken  from  the  bar, 
with  the  exception  of  Wilson,  who  remained  to  make 
affidavits  to  the  pleas  which  he  had  tendered. 

The  Attorney  General  then  adverted  to  the  neces- 
sity of  assigning  Council  to  the  prisoners  under  the 
terms  of  the  statute. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  desired  that  the  names  of 
the  Council  selected  by  the  prisoners  might  be  stated 
to  the  Court. 

Mr.  Harmer  immediately  announced,  that  Mr. 
Adolphus  and  Mr.  Curwood  were  to  be  the  Coun- 
sel for  the  first  six  prisoners,  including  Arthur  Thistle- 
wood; and  thatMr.WALFORD  and  Mr.  Broderick 
would  conduct  the  defence  of  the  remaining  five. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  directed  that  the  Council 
named  should  be  assigned  accordingly. 

The  additional  pleas  of  Wilson  were  then  brought 
into  court  by  Mr.  Harmer,  and  the  prisoner  was 
sworn  to  their  contents. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Let  the  pleas  be  received. 
His  Lordship  subsequently  announced,  that  the 
Attorney- General  had  filed  his  replication  to  the 
pleas  in  question. 

Wilson  was  then  taken  back  to  Newgate,  and  the 
whole  of  the  prisoners  were  re-conducted  to  their  re- 
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spective  places  of  confinement.  Thistlewood  shook 
hands  most  cordially  with  some  of  his  companions, 
nhom  he  had  not  previously  seen  since  his  commitment. 

TRIAL  OF  ARTHUR  THISTLEWOOD, 
First  Day,  April  17,  1820. 

The  interest  excited  by  this  trial  was  strongly  mani 
fested  by  the  assemblage  of  a  crowd  in  front  of  the 
Sessions-house,  as  early  as  seven  o'clock.  Previous 
to  this  time  a  numerous  body  of  the  civil  force  had 
arrived,  and  Mere  stationed  in  such  situations  as  to 
control  the  multitude.  For  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  interruption  arising  from  the  passage  of  car- 
riages and  carts  through  the  Old  Bailey,  rails  were 
erected  at  the  two  ends,  next  Ludgate-hill  and  Fleet- 
lane.  These  were  only  opened  to  admit  the  carriages 
of  persons  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  Court. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  arrival  of  the  jurymen  who 
had  been  summoned  created  considerable  bustle,  and 
this  was  greatly  increased  by  the  pressure  of  other 
persons  for  admission  to  the  Court.  Regulations 
were  adopted  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  those  who 
were  not  provided  with  tickets.  This  was  the  more 
necessary,  as  from  the  limited  nature  of  the  Court 
but  a  small  portion  of  the  public  could  obtain  accom- 
modation. The  Jury  alone,  who  stood  in  the  body 
of  the  Court,  were  upwards  of  two  hundred  in  number. 
Certain  boxes  were  devoted  to  the  reception  of  fe- 
males, several  of  whom  were  present. 

The  witnesses  for  the  Crown  were  divided  into  two 
parties.  The  more  respectable  were  placed  in  the 
Grand  Jury  room,  and  those  of  an  humbler  class 
remained  in  a  contiguous  apartment. 

Monument,  who  remained  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower, 
was  brought  from  thence  in  the  care  of  two  warders, 
and  Lavender  and  Bishop.  He  was  placed  in  a  room 
by  himself,  as  was  Adams,  who  was  brought  from 
the  House  of  Correction  in  the  custody  of  Governor 
A.(ikins. 
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The  pikes,  swords,  guns,  pistols,  grenades,  ammu- 
nition, and  other  articles  intended  to  be  produced  on 
the  trial,  and  which  the  witnesses  brought  with  them, 
presented  a  most  formidable  appearance. 

At  half-past  eight  Thistlewood  was  conducted  from 
his  cell,  in  the  care  of  one  of  the  Turnkeys.  He 
appeared  greatly  dejected.  He  was  placed  in  the 
apartment  usually  devoted  to  those  about  to  be  put  on 
their  trials.  The  other  prisoners  were  not  brought 
down. 

As  the  time  appointed  for  the  sitting  of  the  Com- 
missioners approached,  the  body  of  the  Court  became 
greatly  crowded ;  while  the  galleries,  which  are  pri- 
vate property,  and  to  which  admission  could  only  be 
obtained  by  the  payment  of  a  guinea,  were  compara- 
tively thin.  The  boxes  assigned  to  the  Committee 
of  City  Lands  and  the  Grand  Jury  were  completely- 
filled. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  Commissioners  entered  the  Court 
in  the  same  order  as  described  on  Saturday.  The 
Court  was  then  opened  in  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  Shellon  immediately  proceeded  to  call  over  the 
names  of  the  Jurymen  summoned.  As  they  answered, 
they  were  asked,  whether  they  were  freeholders  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex  to  the  amount  often  pounds 
a-year,  or  of  a  freehold  and  copyhold  together  of  that 
amount  ?  In  the  event  of  their  answering  in  the 
negative,  they  were  passed  over.  Those  who  did  not 
answer  when  called,  were  called  upon  their  summonses 
"  to  come  forth  and  save  their  fines  of  100  shillings 
and  issue."     Several  were  in  this  predrcament. 

The  object  of  this  ceremony  was  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  eligibility  of  the  Jurymen  in  attendance, 
preparatory  to  their  being  subsequently  subject  to  the 
challenges  of  the  crown  officers  and  the  prisoners. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen  were  excused  from  attendance 
on  the  ground  of  their  health  being  so  infirm  as  to 
preclude  them  from  doing  their  duty  as  Jurymen. 

While  this  form  was  going  through,  the  prisoner 
Thistlewood  was  put  to  *he  bar   and  attracted  general 


TRIAL    OF    THISTLEWOOD.  Ill 

attention.  He  was  dressed  as  on  Saturday,  and  came 
forward  with  apparent  firmness.  He  had  in  his  hand 
a  pencil  and  a  sheet  of  paper.  He  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  names  as  they  were  called  over. 

The  Council  for  the  Crown  in  attendance  were, 
the  Attorney-General,  the  Solicitor-General,  Mr. 
Bolland,  and  Mr.  Littledale.  Those  for  the  prisoners 
were,  Mr.  Curwood,  Mr.  Adolphus,  Mr.  Walford, 
and  Mr.  Broderick.  Such  was  the  pressure  occa- 
sioned by  the  assemblage  of  the  Jury,  that  they  were 
constrained  to  ask  permission  to  quit  the  Court  as 
their  names  were  called  over.  This  request  was  com- 
plied with,  but  they  were  desired  to  remain  within 
hearing. 

As  the  prisoner  stood  at  the  bar,  and  while  the 
Court  was  occupied  in  attending  to  the  list  of  the 
jury  being  called  over,  a  man  of  shabby  appearance 
contrived  to  get  to  the  corner  of  the  dock,  and  to 
place  his  hat  on  the  board  in  front,  and  then,  calling 
Thistlevvood's  attention,  directed  him  to  take  the 
contents.  Thistlewood  immediately  took  from  the 
hat  five  oranges,  which  he  put  in  his  pocket.  Mr. 
Brown,  who  was  in  his  box,  witnessed  the  transaction, 
and  admonished  the  obtruder.  He  afterwards  directed 
one  of  his  turnkeys  to  take  the  oranges  into  his  pos- 
session. Thistlewood,  on  Deing  asked,  delivered  up 
the  fruit,  and  they  were  carried  out  of  Court  to  be 
examined. 

There  might  seem,  in  this  conduct,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Brown,  something  of  harshness ;  but  when 
it  is  recollected  that  an  orange  might  be  made  the 
vehicle  of  conveying  to  the  prisoner  the  means  of 
personal  destruction,  or  some  other  thing  which  the 
precautions  already  taken  were  meant  to  prevent, 
it  will  be  seen  that  he  did  no  more  than  became  the 
vigilant  execution  of  his  duty.  The  oranges,  having 
been  examined,  were  returned.  It  was  intimated  to 
Thistlewood  that  he  should  be  provided  with  any 
thing  in  the  way  of  refreshment  which  he  might 
require.     We  have  already  stated,  that  all  commu- 
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nication  with  the  prisoner,  save  under  an  order  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  had  been  most  positively 
interdicted.  The  act  of  the  individual  in  the  present 
instance,  however  well-intentioned,  was  in  direct  con- 
travention of  this  order. 

Subsequent  to  this  transaction,  two  letters,  which 
had  come  by  post,  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Brown. 
We  believe  they  were  addressed  to  the  prisoners,  and, 
after  they  had  been  shewn  to  him,  Mr.  Brown  felt 
it  his  duty  to  enclose  and  send  them  to  the  Solicitor 
of  the  Treasury. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  jury  had  been 
called  over. 

Thistlewood  then  addressed  the  Court,  and  said, 
"  Will  your  Lordship  allow  me  a  chair  ?" 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Considering  the  length 
of  time  which  your  trial  is  likely  to  last,  the  Court 
will  grant  you  this  indulgence. 

A  chair  was  then  placed  at  the  front  of  the  dock, 
and  the  prisoner  sat  down,  having  first  thanked  the 
Court. 

THE  TRIAL. 

Mr.  Shelton  then  announced  to  the  prisoner,  that 
the  jury  were  about  to  be  called  ;  and  that,  if  he 
was  disposed  to  challenge  any  or  either  of  them,  he 
would  do  so  on  their  coming  to  the  box  to  be  sworn, 
and  before  they  were  sworn. 

A  considerable  number  of  challenges  then  took 
place,  both  on  the  part  of  the  crown  and  of  the 
prisoner ;  at  length  the  following  jurymen  were 
impannelled : 

Alexander  Barclay,  Teddington,  gent,  and  grocer. 

Thomas  Goodchild,  North-end,  Hendon,  Esq. 

Thomas  Suffield  Aldersey,  Lisson-grove,  North, 
Esq. 

James  Herbert,  Isleworth,  carpenter. 

John  Shooter,  North-end,  Hendon,  gent. 

Samuel  Granger,  Blackwall,  lighterman. 

George  Dickenson,  Colt-street,  Limehouse,  builder. 
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John   Edward   Sheppard,   Eden-grove,    Hollovvay, 
Esq. 

John  Fowler,  St.  John-street,  iron-plate-worker. 

William  Gibbs  Roberts,  Ropemakers'-field,   Lime- 
house,  cooper. 

John  Dobson  Felix-place,  Islington,  Esq. 

William  Cooper,  Grove-street,  St.  Pancras,  Esq., 

After  which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  thus  delivered 
Jiimself : — u  As  there  are  several  persons  charged  with 
the  offence  of  high  treason  by  this  indictment,  whose 
trials  are  likely  to  be  taken  one  after  the  other,  I 
think  it  necessary,  in  the  furtherance  of  justice, 
strictly  to  prohibit  the  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  this,  or  any  other  day,  until  the  whole  of  the  trials 
{hall  be  brought  to  a  conclusion.  It  is  highly  necessary 
fo  the  purposes  of  justice  that  the  public  mind,  or 
he  jurymen  who  are  hereafter  to  serve,  should  not 
le  influenced  by  the  publication  of  any  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  may  take  place,  until  the  whole  of 
those  proceedings  shall  be  finished.  It  is  expected 
that  all  persons,  therefore,  will  attend  to  this  admo- 
nition." 

Mr.  Shelton  then  called  the  attention  of  the  prisoner, 
lind  read  the  indictment. 

Mr.  Bolland,  as  junior  Counsel  fur  the  Crown, 
having  shortly  opened  the  indictment,  the  Attorney- 
General,  at  half-past  one,  proceeded  to  address  thejury. 

"May  it  please  your  Lordship,  and  gentlemen  of 
the  jury  ;  you  are  now  assembled  to  discharge  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  that  can  devolve  to  the 
province  of  a  jury,  to  decide  upon  the  guilt  or 
innocence  of  a  party  charged  with  the  highest  offence 
known  to  the  law ;  and,  upon  such  an  occasion,  I 
am  satisfied  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  bespeak  your 
patient  attention  to  the  case  before  you,  still  less 
even  to  hint  to  you  the  necessity  of  coming  to  the 
investigation  with  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced  minds. 
You,  lam  sure,  will  discharge  from  your  recollection 
everv  thing  you  may  have  heard  or  read  relative  to 
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the  charge  which  is  about  to  be  preferred  against  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  confining  your  attention  solely  and 
exclusively  to  the  evidence  which  will  be  adduced  in 
support  of  the  charge,  and  forming  your  conclusion 
on  that  evidence  only.  Gentlemen,  the  charge  as  I 
have  stated  to  you,  is  one  of  the  highest  nature  known 
to  the  law.  Other  offences,  generally  speaking,  how- 
ever heinous  and  however  enormous,  may  in  their  con- 
sequences, except  so  far  as  example  is  concerned,  end 
with  the  fate  of  the  perpetrators,  or  with  the  indivi- 
duals who  have  been  injured;  but,  with  respect  to  high 
treason,  not  only  in  its  inception,  but  still  more  so  if 
it  is  unfortunately  completed,  it  draws  after  it  conse- 
quences of  the  most  important  kind,  affecting,  not 
merely  individuals,  but  the  whole  community  against 
whom  it  is  directed. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  in  the  obser- 
vations I  have  to  make  to  you,  painful  as  the  duty  now 
imposed  upon  me  is,  with  any  lengthened  detail  with 
regard  to  the  law  as  it  affects  the  charge  imputed  to 
the  prisoner ;  because,  if  I  mistake  not,  that  law  is 
so  clear,  and  if  I  err  not  greatly,  the  facts  that  will 
be  proved  to  you  will  establish  the  case  against  the 
prisoner  in  so  clear  and  satisfactory  a  manner,  that  it 
would  be  an  idle  affectation  in  me  to  cite  any  autho- 
rities before  you  in  support  of  the  charge ;  because  if 
the  overt  acts,  as  they  are  called,  or  any  of  them,  are 
proved  to  your  satisfaction  (and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
a  considerable  number  of  them  will  be  proved,)  no 
man  who  hears  me  can  entertain  the  slightest  doubt 
that  the  offence  charged  in  the  indictment  will  be 
established  in  point  of  law. 

'"  Gentlemen,  the  charges  in  this  indictment,  though 
four  in  number,  will  be  all  proved  to  you  by  the  same 
evidence  ;  and  if  the  evidence  I  shall  lay  before  you  be 
sufficient  to  establish  one  of  them,  it  will,  I  believe, 
completely  establish  the  whole.  Three  of  the  offences 
charged,  consist  in  compassing  and  imagining  the  de- 
position of  the  King  from  his  throne ;  the  death  of 
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the  King ;  and  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war,  in  order  to 
compel  him  to  change  his  measures  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom. 

"  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  state  to  you,  that 
in  proof  of  these  charges,  it  is  not  essential  that  the 
plans  of  the  parties  accused  should  aim  directly  and 
immediately  either  at  the  life  or  the  deposition  of  his 
Majesty  ;  because,  if  they  are  aimed  at  that  form  of 
government  which  now  exists — if  intended  to  bring 
about  a  change  in  the  system  of  rule  now  established, 
by  means  of  war,  which  would  naturally  tend  to  effect 
that  which  must  ultimately  result  either  in  the  removal 
of  the  King  from  his  kingly  dignity,  or  in  compelling 
him  to  change   his   measures  in  Council,  that  would 
be  high  treason  ;  and  therefore  in  these  cases  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  shew  that  the  plans  framed  were  of  a  de- 
scription and  nature  aiming  against  the  government, 
(which  will   undoubtedly  be   proved   in    this    case) 
although  not  directly  and  in  the  first  instance  aimed 
against  the  personal  safety  or  the  personal  authority 
of  the   Crown.     If,   therefore,   the  consequences   of 
the  acts  of  the  accused  in  this  case,  if  those  acts  ,had 
been    perfected,   must  inevitably  have   led  to    these 
results,  they    establish  in  point  of  law   the   treason 
charged ;  and  therefore,  Gentlemen,  not  to  bewilder 
you  in  the  inquiry  which  you  are  about  to  enter  upon, 
I  th«nk  it  quite  sufficient  in  the  outset  to  state  to  you, 
that,  in  which  I  believe  I  shall  be  confirmed  by  the 
highest  authority  in  the  law  when  this  case  comes  to 
be  summed  up  to  you,  viz.,  that  if  the  overt  acts  and 
facts  charged  in  the  indictment  as  evidencing  the  in- 
tention existing  in  the  minds  of  the  ^conspirators  be 
proved  to  your  satisfaction,  they  do  prove  the  charges 
laid  in  this  indictment ;   and,  therefore,  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  trouble  you  with  any  further  observations  on 
the  law  of  the  case. 

"  Gentlemen,  important  as  the  duty  is  which  you 
are  called  upon  to  discharge,  and  anxious  as  that  duty 
certainly  must  be  to  you,  mine,  I  say,  is  no  less 
anxious ;     for   although    in  the   address  I   purpose 

Q  2 
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making  to  you,  I  do  assure  you  I  mean  only  to  inform 
your  minds  of  the  nature  of  the  charge  brought  be- 
fore you,  and  of  the  evidence  by  which  that  charge 
will  be  substantiated,  yet  my  duty  is  most  painful ; 
and  I  make  this  address  with  no  view  of  leading  your 
minds  to  any  conclusion  which  the  evidence  itself  does 
not  warrant — with  no  intention  of  making  any  addi- 
tion of  my  own,  for,  God  knows,  the  facts  want  no 
addition  to  accelerate  the  inevitable  conclusion  to  which 
you  must  come.     It  is  my  duty  to  state  to  you,  as 
counsel  for  the  prosecution,  the  case  against  the  unfor- 
tunate man  at  the  bar,   as  detailed  to  me  in  my  in- 
structions.    My  anxiety,  therefore,  is,    I  do  assure 
you  most   conscientiously,  not  by  any  thing  I  shall 
state  to  you  to  attempt  to  lead  or  direct  your  minds  to 
the  conclusion  which  you  ought  only  to  draw  from  the 
evidence,  but  to  state  to  you  calmly  and  fairly  the 
facts  which  I  believe  will  be  proved,  without  any  at- 
tempt at  exaggeration  on  the  one  hand,  or  any  thing 
but  a  fair  and  candid  narrative  on  the  other,  without 
any  colouring  whatever,  because   no   colouring    can 
alter  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  however  high.     If  I 
should  err  in  this,  and  if  in  any  thing  I  state  to  you, 
you  shall,  when  you  come  to  make  up  your  minds, 
think  the  statement  not  proved  in  evidence,  or  the 
observations  or  inferences  which  I  may  have  drawn 
shall  not  be  fairly  borne  out  by  the  facts  proved,  you 
will  dismiss  them  from  your  minds,   and  confine  your 
attention  to  that  alone  which  is  proved.     But  if  you 
believe  the  statement  I  shall  make,  if  you  believe  the 
observations  made  in  that  statement  are  fair  and  natu- 
ral on  the  facts,  then  you  will  give  them  the  weight 
they  deserve,  and  you  will  suffer  them  to  operate  so 
far,  and  no  further,  as  you,  in  your  judgment,  thin! 
they  ought. 

"  Gentlemen,  having  said  thus  much,  I  will,  with* 
out  farther  preface,  call  your  attention  as  perspicuously 
and  as  shortly  as  I  can  to  the  facts  which  will  be 
proved  in  evidence  to  support  the  charges.  The  pri- 
soner at  the  bar,  Arthur  Thistlewood,  must  be  already 
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known  to  you  by  name ;  but,  as  I  before  stated  to 
you,  let  nothing  that  you  have  known  or  heard  of  him 
before  you  came  into  this  court  to  discharge  the  so- 
lemn duty  you  are  bound  to  perform,  have  the  least 
effect  upon  that  verdict  you  are  to  pronounce.  The 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  however,  I  state  to  you,  as  it  will 
be  proved  in  evidence,  had  for  some  time  conceived 
the  wicked  and  nefarious  plan  of  overturning  the  go- 
vernment so  long  established  in  this  country ;  and  it 
will  appear  to  you  that  several,  nay,  all  of  the  persons 
mentioned  in  the  indictment,  were  participators  in  the 
same  design ;  some  of  them,  probably,  coming  into 
that  purpose  and  design  at  a  later  period  than  others, 
but  all  of  them  concurring  in  the  last  criminal  event 
which  led  to  their  detection.  I  shall  prove  to  you  by 
the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  all  of  them  were 
combining  in  that  act,  which  was  to  be  the  commence- 
ment of  that  revolution  in  the  country,  which  was 
meditated.  I  would,  however,  call  your  attention  to 
two  persons,  whose  names  you  will  frequently  hear 
in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  I  mean  a  person  of  the 
name  of  James  Ings,  and  a  person  of  the  name  of 
John  Thomas  Brunt. 

"  The  prisoner  at  the  bar  resided,  during  the  time 
of  the  transaction  which  I  am  about  to  relate  to  you, 
in  Stanhope-street,  Clare  Market.  The  person  named 
Brunt,  I  believe,  was  a  shoe-maker  or  boot- closer, 
residing  at  a  place  which  will  be  frequently  mentioned 
in  the  course  of  the  evidence,  Fox-court,  Gray's  Inn- 
lane  ;  he  inhabited  two  rooms  in  a  house  in  that  court, 
I  believe  the  second  floor,  and  in  one  of  which  his 
trade  was  carried  on,  and  in  the  other  his  family, 
consisting  of  himself,  his  wife,  an  apprentice  of  the 
name  of  Hales,  and  his  son,  lived. 

"  I  shall  not  carry  your  attention  very  far  back  in 
the  narrative  of  this  transaction  ;  it  will  be  sufficient 
for  me  particularly  in  the  outset,  to  call  your  attention 
to  circumstances  that  took  place  between  the  close  of 
the  month  of  January  and  the  23d  of  the  following 
month  of  February.     Undoubtedly  it  will  appear  to 
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you,  that  long  prior  to  that  period  the  prisosoner  at  the 
bar,  the  two  persons  I  have  mentioned,  and  several 
of  the  others,  whose  names  are  included  in  this  indict- 
ment, had  consulted  and  devised  plans  for  the  pur- 
pose of  overturning  the  Government.  They  had 
frequent  meetings  at  a  public-house,  called  the 
White  Hart,  in  Brooks'  Market,  in  a  room  which  they 
had  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  these  meetings,  be- 
hind that  public-house. 

"  About  the  latter  end  of  January,  or  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  month  of  February,  they  thought 
it  prudent  to  remove  their  meetings  from  this  place, 
and  that  it  would  be  better  that  they  should  be  car- 
ried on,  if  possible,  in  a  room  in  the  house  where 
Brunt  lived  in  Fox-court ;  and  to  avoid  suspicion, 
they  therefore  had  recourse  to  this  contrivance,  that 
another  room  in  that  house,  and  upon  the  same  floor 
on  which  Brunt  resided,  should  be  taken  by  the 
prisoner  Ings,  who  is,  I  believe,  by  trade  a  butcher. 
Brunt  and  Ings  on  that  occasion  hired  that  room,  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  a  lodging  for  Ings,  but  for  the 
secret  and  real  object  of  having  their  meetings  there, 
where  they  might  devise  their  plans,  and  prepare  the 
means  for  carrying  the  object  of  their  conspiracy  into 
execution  ;  that  being  a  place  of  more  security  and 
privacy  than  the  one  at  which  they  had  previously  held 
their  assemblies. 

"  At  the  close  of  the  month  of  January,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  February,  you  will  learn, 
that  having  previously  prepared  means  for  effecting 
their  plans,  their  meetings  at  Brunt's  room  became 
more  frequent  and  regular.  They  had  determined — 
and,  Gentlemen,  I  here  regret,  that  in  an  English 
Court  of  Justice  I  have  to  state  to  you  the  horrible 
purpose  which  then  entered  into  their  minds,  and  the 
way  in  which  they  intended  to  consummate  the  ne- 
farious operations  they  had  in  view. — It  was  thought 
by  Englishmen,  that  the  assassination  of  several,  if 
not  all,  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  be  a  pro- 
per step  towards  carrying  into  effect  the  revolution 
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they  intended  ;  and  you  will  find  that  they  meditated 
and  consulted  on  the  means  by  which  that  horrible 
purpose  was  to  be  completed.  They  entertained 
hopes  that  they  might  be  enabled,  at  some  meeting  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  to  effect  all  at  once  the  double 
purpose  they  had  conceived.  Having  done  that,  they 
intended  at  the  same  moment,  or  about  the  same 
time,  to  set  fire  to  various  parts  of  this  metropolis — 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  possession  of  the  cannon  which 
were  at  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  at  the  Light  Horse 
Volunteers'  Stables  in  Gray's  Inn-lane — to  create  as 
much  confusion  and  dismay  as  they  could  by  these 
various  operations,  and  then  to  establish,  what,  in 
their  vain  expectations,  they  had  imagined  themselves 
capable  of  effecting — a  provisional  government,  the 
seat  of  which  was  to  be  at  the  Mansion-house.  Thev 
had  frequent  deliberations  on  this  plan. 

"  You  will  recollect  that  his  late  Most  Excellent 
Majesty  died  on  the  29th  of  January.  At  this  time 
their  deliberations  were  going  on  with  the  greatest 
activity.  During  the  latter  end  of  that  month  and 
the  beginning  of  February,  it  was  thought  thai;  the 
meeting  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  at  the  King's 
funeral  would  be  a  proper  occasion  for  carrying  their 
plans  into  effect.  They  had  intimation  that  upon 
that  occasion,  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  centred 
in  the  metropolis  would  be  removed  to  Windsor,  to 
witness  the  solemnity  ;  and  they  imagined  that  would 
be  a  fit  and  proper  period  to  commence  their  opera- 
tions ;  but,  however,  they  found  that  their  schemes 
embraced  more  objects  than  at  that  period  they  had 
the  means  of  effecting,  and  upon  that  night  they  did 
not  attempt  the  purposes  they  had  in  view.  But, 
gentlemen,  brooding  over  their  nefarious  schemes, 
many  of  these  men  became  impatient  at  the  delay 
which  from  unavoidable  circumstances,  interposed 
between  the  present  day  and  that  on  which  they  hoped 
to  accomplish  their  purposes ;  and  you  will  find  that 
Dn  the  19th  of  February,  to  which  I  shall  presently 
tall  your  attention,  the  impatience  became  so  great 
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on  the  part  of  many  of  these  persons  as  to  be  re- 
strained no  longer.  They  found  that  during  this  delay, 
an  opportunity  offered  at  which  they  could  effect  the 
horrible  purpose  I  have  mentioned — the  assassination 
of  all  his  Majesty's  ministers  assembled  at  one  and 
the  same  house. 

"They  got  intimation  on  Saturday  the  16th  oi 
February,  that  on  the  Wednesday  following  the  op- 
portunity would  occur  when  they  would  be  able  to 
effect  their  purpose,  by  finding  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  would  be  assembled  at  the  same  house. 
Upon  hearing  that  such  an  assemblage  was  to  take 
place,  they  determined,  at  a  meeting  held  for  that 
purpose,  that  at  all  events,  on  the  following  Wednes- 
day some  blow  should  be  struck,  and  that  the  revolu 
tion  they  had  in  contemplation  should  actually  take 
place. 

"  Having  thus  determined,  they  appointed  a  meet- 
ing on  the  following  day,  Saturday,  at  Brunt's  house, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  committee,  upon  whom 
should  devolve  the  plan  which  was  to  be  effected  on 
the  ensuing  Wednesday,  at  that  meeting ;  and  indeed 
at  all  the  meetings,  you  will  find  the  prisoner  foremost 
in  every  thing.  He  was  to  be  their  leader,  and  he 
was  to  be  one  of  the  men  on  whom  they  placed  the 
greatest  reliance.  You  will  find  that  at  this  meeting 
he  is  the  person  who  addressed  them,  and  prepared 
the  plans,  and  in  whose  plans  they  placed  the  greatest 
confidence. 

"  Gentlemen,  upon  this  19th  of  February  it  was, 
that  Thistlewood  proposed  that  which  I  have  stated 
to  you.  He  stated,  that  as  it  did  not  appear  from  the 
intelligence  they  could  collect,  that  Ministers  were 
likely  to  meet  at  the  cabinet-dinner  soon,  they  imme- 
diately ascertained  the  strength  of  their  respective 
parties,  and  having  so  ascertained  them,  these  parties 
should  be  divided  into  different  bodies,  upon  some  of 
whom  should  devolve  the  horrible  duty  of  destroying 
as  many  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  as  their  means  and 
convenience  would  allow  ;  that  upon  others  should  be 
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imposed  the  duty  of  setting  fire  to  various  parts  of  the 
metropolis ;  and  that  others  should  be  assigned  other 
duties,  which  were  there  pointed  out  by  the  prisoner. 

"  This  plan,  formed  at  that  meeting,  was  seconded 
by  Brunt,  whose  name  I  have  already  mentioned  ;  and 
there  too  it  was  agreed  as  I  have  already  stated,  that 
on  the  following  day,  Saturday,  a  meeting  should  take 
place  at  Brunt's  room,  in  order  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, upon  whom  should  devolve  the  final  arrange- 
ment of  the  plan  which  was  to  be  executed  on  the  fol- 
lowing Wednesday. 

"On  the  Sunday  the  meeting  accordingly  took 
place,  attended  by  the  prisoner,  by  Ings,  by  Harrison, 
by  Wilson,  and  by  other  persons,  whose  names  are 
mentioned  in  this  indictment,  and  with  which  I  do 
not  at  this  moment  trouble  you,  because,  as  your 
attention  is  confined  to  the  present  prisoner,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  do  so.  At  the  same  time,  in  the  course  of 
this  investigation,  connecting,  as  we  shall  do,  all  these 
persons  in  one  common  plan  and  design,  the  acts  and 
declarations  of  each  will  be  most  important,  because 
they  will  all  be  answerable  for  the  acts  of  each  in 
furtherance  of  their  common  purpose.  Upon  that 
occasion  they  met  at  Brunt's,  and  it  was  then  agreed 
that  they  should  meet  again  on  the  following  morning, 
Monday,  February  21. 

"  After  the  plans,  I  should  tell  you,  on  the  Sunday 
were  again  repeated  by  Thistlewood,  they  were  again 
approved  by  these  persons.  I  think  the  number  who 
attended  on  that  occasion  amounted  to  fourteen  or 
fifteen  persons.  They  then  agreed  that  no  activity 
should  be  wanting  in  the  mean  time.  I  mean  to 
prepare  that  to  which  I  shall  by-and-by,  call  your 
attention.  They  met  again  on  Monday  at  Brunt's. 
The  same  plan  was  again  canvassed.  No  objection 
was  made,  and  they  then  separated  for  the  purpose 
of  communicating  it  to  their  different  friends  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  town ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing as  many  persons  as  they  were  enabled  to  do  for 
the    meeting    on    the    following   Wednesday.      On 
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Tuesday  the  £2d  of  February,  a  meeting  took  place 
again  in  the  morning,  at  Brunt's ;  and  upon  that 
occasion,  one  of  the  parties  communicated  to  some 
vvho  were  present,  that  he  had  discovered  by  the 
newspapers,  that  a  cabinet  dinner  was  to  be  given  on 
the  following  day,  Wednesday,  at  my  Lord  Harrowby's, 
in  Grosvenor-square.  Gentlemen,  you  will  be  shocked 
when  you  come  to  hear  the  evidence  detailed,  to  find 
with  what  exultation  this  intelligence  was  received. 
Brunt,  with  an  impiety  which  must  shock  every 
well-regulated  mind,  exclaimed,  '  that  till  then  he 
disbelieved  the  existence  of  a  God,  but  that  now  he 
was  satisfied  the  Almighty  was  favouring  their  de- 
signs, and  that  this  dinner  was  appointed  by  Provi- 
dence on  the  following  day  to  enable  them  at  one 
blow  to  effect  that  purpose  which  had  been  levelled 
against  each  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  separately,  and 
that  they  might  be  enabled  by  that  means  to  ac- 
complish at  once,  the  whole  destruction  they  me 
ditated.'  The  exultation  was  not  confined  to  him ; 
you  will  find,  that  Ings  and  the  other  persons  present 
equally  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  termina- 
tion of  their  nefarious  purposes,  and  hoping  that  on 
the  following  night  they  should  at  length  attain  that 
which  was  so  great  an  object  of  their  desire,  and 
which  they  had  pursued  with  the  utmost  anxiety.  The 
newspaper  was  then  sent  for,  to  see  if  the  intelligence 
was  true.  On  being  brought  it  was  immediately 
determined,  that  instead  of  the  plan  of  endeavouring 
to  assassinate  some  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  at  their 
respective  houses,  that  my  Lord  Harrowby's  should  be 
the  place  of  attack ;  and  that  there  in  the  evening,  be- 
tween eight  and  nine  o'clock,  after  all  the  guests  were 
assembled,  and  were  lulled  into  security,  that  the 
attack  should  be  made  on  the  house,  and  that  the 
ministers  should  be  destroyed  by  the  means  I  shall 
State  to  you. 

"  Their  activity  on  this  intelligence  being  received, 
was  redoubled  ;  they  met  again  in  the  evening — their 
different  partizans  were  requested  at  once  to  obtain  all 
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their  fire-arms,  the  ammunition  they  had  previously 
collected,  and  the  different  instruments  of  mischiei 
which  you  will  find  they  had  prepared  for  execution, 
and  that  they  should  he  in  a  state  of  preparation  on 
the  following  evening  to  effect  this  purpose.  I  should 
have  stated  to  you,  gentlemen,  before  I  had  come  to 
this  part  of  the  narrative,  that  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Tidd,  who  is  also  included  in  this  indictment,  and 
who  lived,  I  believe  in  the  Hole-in-the- Wall-alley, 
Brooks'-market,  was  one  of  the  conspirators,  and 
had  embarked  in  these  plans.  His  house  was  made 
the  dep6t  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

"  As  the  meeting  of  the  conspirators  had  been 
held  at  Brunt's,  they  had  a  suspicion  that  their  pro- 
ceedings might  be  watched,  and  they  thought  it 
unsafe  that  that  should  be  the  place  of  deposit,  and 
therefore  Tidd's  house  had,  for  some  time,  been  the 
depository  for  the  arms  and  ammunition  which  had 
been  collected. 

"  As  Brunt's  house  was,  as  you  know,  at  some 
considerable  distance  from  Grosvenor-square,  where 
the  commencement  of  this  scene  of  blood  was  to 
take  place,  they  thought  it  would  be  better  to  procure 
some  place  of  rendezvous  nearer  to  the  house  of 
Lord  Harrowby ;  and  you  will  find  therefore,  though 
it  was  not  communicated  at  that  moment  to  the 
different  parties,  who  were  to  be  engaged  in  the 
transaction,  that  a  place  was  procured  at  the  west  end 
of  the  town,  in  Cato-street,  which  runs  into  John- 
street,  and  thence  to  the  Edge  ware-road.  A  place 
was  there  procured  by  Harrison,  another  of  the 
conspirators,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  on  the  fol- 
lowing evening,  preparatory  to  their  going  to  Gros- 
venor-square. 

"  Gentlemen,  it  frequently  and  providentially 
happens,  as  it  generally  will  in  conspiracies  of  this 
nature,  that  some  of  the  parties,  previous  to  the 
perpetration  of  their  wicked  designs,  feel  some  com- 
punction, which  leads  to  a  disclosure  of  their  plans, 
and   a  prevention  of  their  intentions ;   and   you  will 
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find  in  evidence,  in  this  case,  that  upon  the  Tuesday, 
the  day  on  which  the  intelligence  was  received  that 
the  dinner  was  to  be  at  Lord  Harrowby's  the  next 
day,  which  really  was  the  case,  one  person  of  the 
name  of  Hiden,  who  had  these  plans  communicated 
to  him,  because  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  become 
a  participator  in  their  designs,  felt  such  compunction 
as  to  compel  him  to  communicate  to  Lord  Harrowby 
the  plan  that  was  designed ;  and  you  will  find,  that 
upon  that  day,  this  person  took  an  opportunity  of 
watching  Lord  Harrowby  from  his  house,  on  horse- 
back, into  the  park,  and  there  he  generally  commu- 
nicated to  him  that  some  mischief  was  intended 
against  him,  and  therefore  forewarned  him  of  it. 

"  It  will  also  appear  to  you,  that  at  their  meeting 
on  Tuesday  some  little  alarm  h-ad  been  excited  in 
the  minds  of  some  of  the  party,  by  a  person  named 
Adams,  who  had  been  told  by  the  publican  at  the 
White  Hart,  that  their  meetings  had  been  suspected, 
cind  that  they  were  in  some  hazard  of  being  discovered. 
He  therefore  stated  to  Thistlewood,  and  others,  on 
Tuesday,  that  a  communication  had  been  made  to 
him  by  the  landlord  that  their  meetings  at  the  White 
Hart  public-house  had  been  observed  by  some  of  the 
police  officers,  and  therefore  he  expressed  his  appre- 
hensions, that  their  plans  had  been  discovered,  or 
were  likely  to  be  discovered.  This  excited  in  the 
minds  of  those  present  the  greatest  agitation.  They 
were  astonished  that  Adams  should  have  ventured  at 
such  a  meeting,  consisting  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  per- 
sons, to  hint  that  there  was  a  possibility  of  their  plans 
being  discovered.  The  intelligence  produced  the 
greatest  alarm,  and  they  immediately  took  into  con- 
aderation  what  was  best  to  do. 

a  The  prisoner  Brunt,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
t'lere  was  any  ground  for  the  suspicions  entertained  by 
Adams,  proposed  that  some  of  the  party  should  be 
pasted  near  Lord  Harrowby's  house,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  early  on  the  following  Wednesday,  with 
a  view  of  seeing  whether  any  preparations  were  made 
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to  receive  any  intended  attack  and  thereby  toascer 
tain  to  their  satisfaction  whether  or  not  their  plans 
had  been  discovered ;  and  you  will  rind  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  Brunt  was  carried  into  effect,  by  sending 
two  or  three  parties,  amongst  whom  was  a  man 
named  Davidson,  who  will  be  a  very  conspicuous 
person  throughout  this  transaction,  and  one  of  the 
most  active  partizans,  to  watch  the  house.  They 
sent  him  and  another  person  about  six  o'clock  that 
evening,  to  watch  Lord  Harrowby's  house,  and  they 
were  to  be  relieved  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  by 
two  others  of  the  party,  who  were  to  keep  three  hours' 
watch ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  were  to  be  re- 
lieved by  others,  who,  in  their  turn,  would  be  relieved 
by  four  in  the  morning.  It  will  be  proved  to  you 
that  they  actually  went  there  on  that  night,  and  were 
Been  by  different  persons  in  Grosvenor-square,  watch- 
ing Lord  Harrowby's  house  for  the  purpose  mentioned, 
and  finding,  as  was  the  case,  that  there  appeared  to 
be  no  alarm — that  there  were  no  police  officers,  or 
troops  of  any  description  introduced  into  Lord  Har- 
rowby's house,  or  stationed  in  the  neighbourhood, 
ihey  felt  quite  satisfied  that  it  was  a  groundless  alarm 
on  the  part  of  Adams — that  there  was  no  foundation 
for  suspecting  that  any  of  their  plans  were  discovered  ; 
and  therefore  they  proceeded  without  hesitation  or 
dread  to  complete,  as  far  as  they  could,  the  purpose 
they  had  in  view. 

"  On  the  Wednesday  morning,  great  preparations 
were  made.  Arms  were  brought  by  Brunt  in  great 
abundance  to  the  stable  in  Cato-street  ;  they  consisted 
of  sabres,  swords,  guns,  pistols,  and  other  destructive 
instruments  of  offence.  But  one  of  the  most  terrific 
instruments,  and  calculated  for  the  most  deadly  pur- 
poses, and  which  they  prepared  themselves,  was  what 
was  called  a  hand-grenade.  It  was  composed  in  this 
way — there  was  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  enclosed  in 
a  tin  case,  three  or  four  inches  in  circumference, 
round  which  was  tied  a  quantity  of  tow,  and  on  the 
outside  was  a  quantity  of  iron,  in  pieces  of  various 
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descriptions,  sharp-pointed,  and  otherwise  shaped, 
which  were  fastened  together,  and  tied  round  with 
the  same  sort  of  material  I  have  mentioned,  so  as  to 
enable  the  instrument  to  explode  with  the  greatest 
force ;  and  the  object  of  this  machine  was  stated  with- 
out disguise  to  be  this  :  that  upon  their  entrance  into 
Lord  Harrowby's  house,  it  was  to  be  lighted  by  a 
fusee,  communicating  with  the  powder,  and  then 
thrown  into  the  room  ;  and  by  the  explosion,  the  per- 
sons exposed  to  the  mischief  might  be  killed  or 
wounded,  as  would  naturally  be  the  case.  It  seems 
they  had  prepared  a  great  number  of  these  destructive 
instruments  ;  I  know  not  how  many. 

"  They  had  also  prepared  what  they,  in  their  mode 
of  expression,  called  illumination  balls,  made  for  the 
purpose  of  setting  fire  to  any  buildings  which  it  was 
their  object  and  purpose  to  destroy.  They  had  pre- 
pared also  a  large  quantity  of  ball  cartridges,  the 
amount  of  which  will  probably  surprise  you,  consider- 
ing the  apparently  feeble  means  these  persons  had  of 
procuring  articles  of  this  description.  Will  it  be  be 
lieved,  that  they  had  prepared  between  1 1  and  1,200 
rounds  of  ball  cartridges?  They  had  also  prepared 
several  sorts  of  cartridges  of  a  different  description, 
made  with  flannel  bags,  and  had  provided  themselves 
with  a  very  large  quantity  of  powder.  They  had 
also  prepared  a  great  number  of  pikes,  and  pike 
handles,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  their  friends  and 
associates,  who  had  no  other  arms.  All  these  pre- 
parations must,  obviously,  have  been  the  work  of  a 
considerable  length  of  time.  They  must  have  been 
the  fruits  of  very  great  labour,  and  they  were  all  pre- 
pared and  ready  on  the  23d  of  February  for  their  in- 
tended operations. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February,  several 
of  the  conspirators  assembled  at  Brunt's  house,  where 
they  were  engaged  in  completing  their  hand-grenades, 
putting  flints  into  their  pistols,  loading  their  arms, 
and,  in  short,  making  every  preparation  for  the  ap- 
proaching attack.     These  facts  will  be  proved  to  you 
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by  Brunt's  apprentice.  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
for  the  purpose  of  their  meeting,  and  for  the  conve- 
nience of  having  some  place  near  to  Lord  Harrovvby's 
house,  a  stable  had  been  hired  by  one  of  the  conspi- 
rators in  Cato-street,  near  the  Edgeware-road. 

"  I  know  not  whether  curiosity  has  led  any  of  you, 
as  it  has  done  a  great  many  of  the  public,  to  visit  the 
place ;  but  if  it  has  not,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe 
the  situation,  and  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me,  that 
a  more  appropriate  situation  for  the  purpose  contem- 
plated could   hardly  be  selected.     It  is  an  obscure 
street,  having  a  very  narrow  access  at  either  end.     I 
think  at  one  end  there  is  not  any  access  for  carriages, 
and  at  the  other  there  is   an  archway,  and  under  it 
posts,  tc  prevent  none  but  foot-passengers  going  in  or 
out.     The  east  end  passes  into  John-street,  and  the 
west  end,   which  is  a  very  narrow  cartway,  runs  into 
Queen-street,  both  John-street  and  Queen-street  run- 
ning parallel  with  each  other  into  the  Edgeware-road. 
The  stable  is  the  first  building  as  you  enter  Cato-street 
from  John-street  on   the  right-hand  side  of  the  way 
and  it  is  nearly  opposite  the  small  public-house,  called 
by  the  sign  of  the  Horse  and  Groom.     The  stable  had 
been  occupied  by  General  Watson,  who  is  abroad, 
and  rented  of  him  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Firth, 
by  whom  it  was  let  to  Harrison  for  this  purpose.     It 
consists  below  stairs  of  a  stable,  with  three  stalls,  and  a 
small  place  adjoining,  for  the  reception  of  a  carriage 
or  cart ;  and  at  the  further  end  of  it,  nearly  opposite 
the  door,   as  you  enter,  is  a  step-ladder  leading  up 
into  the  loft  over  the  stable,  on  the  side  of  which  are 
two  small  rooms,   which   are  immediately  over  the 
cart  or  coach-house. 

"  It  will  be  proved  to  you,  that  previously  to  the 
meeting  on  that  evening,  which  was  to  take  place 
about  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  preparations  had  been 
made  by  Harrison,  and  several  others  of  the  party  in 
the  stable,  for  the  reception  of  those  who  were  to  be 
assembled.  In  order  to  avoid  the  observation  of  the 
neighbourhood,    some   pieces   of  canvass   had    been 
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nailed  up  against  the  window  of  the  loft,  to  prevent 
persons  from  observing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street  what  might  be  passing;  and  it  was  remarked  by 
several  of  the  neighbours,  that  this  place  was  visited 
by  a  great  number  of  persons  during  the  afternoon, 
who  were  carrying  something  on  their  backs  which  the 
neighbours  did  not  discover,  but  which,  I  have  no 
doubt,  were  the  arms  and  other  implements  of  mis- 
chief collected  there,  and  found  when  the  prisoners 
were  taken.  Harrison,  who  was  known  to  be  one  of 
those  persons,  was  observed  going  into  the  stable  in 
the  afternoon ;  and  on  being  asked  what  his  purpose 
was  in  going  there,  he  said,  he  had  taken  it  from 
Firth,  and  was  cleaning  it  out.  About  six  o'clock, 
Davidson,  the  man  of  colour,  was  also  observed  by 
some  of  these  persons  residing  close  to  the  stable, 
going  in  with  something  on  his  back,  and  under  his 
arm,  which  they  could  not  discover,  and  a  number  of 
candles  in  his  hand.  You  will  find  that  he  applied  at 
one  of  the  houses  adjoining  the  stable,  at  six  o'clock, 
to  light  one  of  these  candles,  with  which  he  went  into 
the  stable.  A  party  was  to  meet  at  Brunt's  lodgings, 
in  order  to  proceed  from  thence  to  this  stable.  Tidd, 
whose  name  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  who  lived 
in  the  Hole-in-the- Wall-alley,  was  to  accompany  ano- 
ther party.  They  had  not  communicated  to  all  the 
party,  at  first,  the  precise  place  of  meeting,  but  some 
were  to  meet  at  the  Horse  and  Groom,  and  others 
were  to  go  to  the  Edgeware-road,  near  John-street, 
where  some  of  the  conspirators  were  to  shew  them 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous. 

"  Between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  Brunt,  and 
some  others  from  his  house,  took  their  departure  with 
arms,  with  which  they  had  there  provided  themselves, 
and  concealed  under  their  coats,  to  this  stable  in 
Cato-street.  They  met  there  Thistlewood,  Ings, 
Wilson,  and  some  others,  and  here  they  proceeded 
to  arm  themselves  with  the  weapons  provided,  and 
which  were  afterwards  found ;  such  as  guns,  pistols, 
swords,  a  great  number  of  hand-grenades,  and  a  con- 
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sfderabie  number  of  pikes,  rudely  formed,  but  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose  of  doing  incredible  mischief. 
The  handles  of  the  pikes  were  composed  of  rough  ash 
sticks  of  a  large  size,  the  ends  of  which  were  planed 
oiT,  to  admit  a  ferrule,  and  at  the  end  was  stuck  a  pikc- 
hcad  or  bayonet ;  for  articles  of  both  descriptions 
were  found,  screwed  on  for  the  purpose  of  being 
afterwards  used. 

"  At  first  their  party  at  Cato-street  consisted  only 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  persons,  and  some  little  alarm 
was  excited,  and  some  little  suspicion  evidently  raised, 
in  the  mind  of  Thistlewood  and  some  others,  at  Tidd's 
not  making  his  appearance  at  the  appointed  time,  for 
there  being  some  remarks  made  that  their  number  was 
not  so  large  as  was  expected,  it  was  stated  by  Thistle-* 
wood,  and  by  some  others,  that  there  were  other  per- 
sons, who  would  by-and-by  assemble,  and  that  other 
parties  were  gone  for  different  purposes  about  the  me- 
tropolis, who  were  not  to  accompany  them  to  Lord 
Harrowby's  house  in  Grosvenor-square.  In  a  short 
time  afterwards,  however,  Tidd  made  his  appearance 
with  a  person  named  Monument,  who  will  be  produced 
as  a  witness ;  a  person  who  had  only  been  recently  in- 
duced to  participate  in  their  schemes — who  a  short 
time  before  had  been  introduced  to  Thistlewood,  and 
who  had  an  intimation  generally  with  respect  to  their 
particular  views ;  but  he  had  not  been  admitted  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  whole  scope  or  the  plan,  until  he 
arrived  at  Cato-street,  although  he  might  be  aware 
that  their  object  was  to  overturn  the  Government  in 
some  way  or  other.  He  arrived,  however,  with  Tidd 
about  seven  o'clock,  and  the  party  at  that  time  con- 
sisted of  about  twenty-five  persons  ;  two  of  them  were 
appointed  to  remain  as  sentries  below  stairs  to  pre- 
vent any  interruption.  These  persons  were  Davidson 
and  Ings,  and  they  remained  on  guard  whilst  the  other 
conspirators  were  above  stairs  talking  over  their  plans, 
and  making  the  final  arrangements  for  proceeding  to 
Lord  Harrowby's  house,  in  Grosvenor-square,  which 
they  proposed  to  do  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock. 
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Some  alarm,  as  I  have  already  told  you,  had  prevailed 
in  the  party.  Some  of  them  expressed  a  fear  that 
their  own  strength  was  hardly  adequate  to  the  object 
in  view.  Upon  which  Thistlewood  and  Ings  said  the 
opportunity  must  not  be  lost ;  that  there  was  enough 
to  complete  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  Majesty's 
ministers ;  that  when  that  was  accomplished,  the  other 
consequences  would  follow;  that  they  should  have 
parties  ready  to  set  fire  to  different  parts  of  the  metro- 
polis ;  that  they  would  be  joined  by  immense  numbers 
the  moment  the  first  blow  was  struck,  and  therefore* 
there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  their  minds  to  execute 
the  intended  purpose. 

"  Having  thus  assembled  their  forces,  and  pre- 
pared themselves  for  the  desperate  object  of  their 
enterprise,  they  began  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock 
to  consider  who  should  be  the  party  to  enter  Lord 
Harrowby's  house  to  destroy  the  ministers.  The  plan 
had  been,  that  Thistlewood  was  to  knock  at  the  door 
under  the  pretence  of  having  a  note  to  deliver  to 
Lord  Harrowby,  and  by  that  means  having  obtained 
access  to  the  hall,  they  were  to  compel  the  servants  to 
shew  them  to  the  room  where  the  ministers  were 
assembled ;  that  they  were  to  secure  the  servants,  who, 
they  naturally  believed,  would  be  soon  overpowered, 
and  should  then  immediately  make  their  way  into  the 
room ;  and  then  they  should,  without  discrimination, 
without  reserve,  or  without  any  remorse,  destroy 
every  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  who  should  be 
assembled. 

"  I  have  stated  to  you,  gentlemen,  already  the 
exultation  and  impiety  displayed  by  Brunt  on  one 
occasion,  when  he  contemplated  the  completion  of  his 
sanguinary  purpose ;  and  I  cannot  conceal  from  you 
one  fact,  as  it  affects  the  man  named  Ings,  which  will 
be  distinctly  proved ;  he  had  been  a  butcher,  and  he 
had  armed  himself  on  this  occasion  not  with  a  blun- 
derbuss, a  gun,  or  any  thing  of  that  sort,  but  with  a 
large  butcher's  knife,  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  use  it  with  more  effect  he  had  twisted  round  the 
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handle  a  quantity  of  thread,  in  order  that  when 
saturated  with  the  blood  of  his  victims,  it  might  not 
slip  out  of  his  hand  ;  and  he  stated,  in  language  of  the 
most  gross  and  horrible  import,  that  with  this  knife  he 
would  himself  effect  the  murder  and  mutilation  of 
some  of  the  persons  who  should  be  assembled.  The 
cruelty  of  the  designs  this  man  expressed,  is  beyond 
all  description.  The  scenes,  in  fact,  which  had  dis- 
graced another  country  some  years  back,  were  to  be 
acted  again  on  British  ground,  and  the  heads  of  some 
of  the  ministers  were  to  be  triumphantly  paraded 
through  the  streets,  to  procure  converts  to  this  de- 
testable cause  !  Gentlemen,  that  very  knife  was  found 
upon,  and  taken  from,  that  man ;  and  I  mention  that 
only  as  a  corroborating  fact,  if  corroboration  be 
needed.  Gentlemen,  thank  Heaven,  that  Providence 
which  kindly  watches  over  the  acts  and  thoughts  of 
men,  mercifully  interposed  between  the  conception  of 
this  abominable  plot,  and  its  completion,  which  was  all 
but  perfected. 

u  In  consequence  of  the  communication  made  to 
Lord  Harrowby,  measures  were  taken  in  other  quarters 
to  prevent  the  impending  danger.  It  being  stated 
that  these  persons  had  met  in  Cato-street,  for  the 
purposes  I  have  already  mentioned,  means  were  im- 
mediately taken  to  secure  the  conspirators,  which, 
however,  were  not  so  effectual  as  could  have  been 
wished,  but  certainly  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  their  dreadful  purposes.  In  order  to  remove  all 
suspicion  from  the  minds  of  the  conspirators,  it  was 
determined  by  Lord  Harrowby,  that  the  preparations 
for  the  dinner,  which  he  had  intended  undoubtedly  for 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  on  that  occasion,  should  go 
on  ;  and  in  order  that  there  should  be  no  suspicion  in 
the  house  of  my  Lord  Harrowby,  his  servants  were 
desired  to  proceed  in  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  dinner,  because  there  is  no  doubt,  that  if  any 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the  arrangements  of  the 
day,  it  would  have  been  communicated  to  the  con- 
spirators ;  and  if  thcw  suspected  that  the  dinner  was 
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not  intended  to  take  place,  they  would  have  changed 
their  measures,  and  the  ends  of  justice  would  have 
been  defeated. 

'■  In  consequence,  therefore,  of  the  seeming  perse- 
verance in  the  design  of  having  a  cabinet  dinner,  al. 
suspicion  was  removed  from  the  minds  of  the  Cato 

E 

street  conspirators,  who  no  doubt  expected  that  they 
should  be  enabled,  from  the  short  distance  of  their 
rendezvous,  to  reach  Lord  Harrowby's  in  about  ten 
minutes  or  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  accomplish  their 
purpose  unmolested — a  circumstance  not  unlikely, 
considering  that  the  hour  of  eight  was  chosen ;  con- 
sidering that  the  neighbourhood  was  the  most  quiet 
and  retired  in  London ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  the  in- 
habitants of  the  square  and  its  vicinity  were  employed 
in  domestic  retirement ;  at  that  hour  when  suspicion 
must  be  lulled  asleep,  and  when  no  apprehensions 
could  be  entertained  of  personal  danger;  for  that 
hour,  and  that  moment  was  chosen  by  the  Cato-street 
conspirators  to  issue  from  the  scene  of  their  nefarious 
deliberations.  Precautions,  however,  had  been  taken 
as  I  have  stated  to  you,  in  order  to  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  designs.  A  number  of  Bow-street 
officers  and  patrol,  had  been  directed  to  go  to  the 
spot,  and  endeavour  to  watch  their  movements,  and 
counteract  their  operations,  before  they  took  their 
departure,  and  endeavour  to  secure  the  whole 
assemblage. 

"  A  party  of  the  Guards  also  were  to  attend  in  John- 
street,  to  assist  the  police;  and,  just  at  the  moment 
that  these  persons  were  about  to  set  out,  and  when 
Thistlewood  was  calling  over  those  who  were  to 
separate  from  the  rest  to  execute  this  horrible  plan, 
the  officers  entered  the  loft.  Upon  their  entrance 
into  the  stable  below,  they  found  two  persons  there, 
armed,  who  will  be  proved  to  be  Davidson,  for  his 
colour,  which  is  nearly  black,  was  perceived ;  he  had 
a  double  belt  round  his  waist,  in  which  were  pistols 
and  a  cutlass,  and  he  had  a  gun  over  his  shoulder ; 
they  found  him  inside  the  door,  and  another  person, 
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who  will  be  distinctly  identified  to  be  Ings.  He  was 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder,  with  this  knife, 
with  a  cutlass,  a  sword,  and  with  pistols. 

"  The  officers,  with  a  resolution  and  courage  which 
does  them  high  honour,  considering  the  desperation 
and  determination  of  these  characters,  immediately 
ascended  the  ladder  without  securing  the  persons 
below.  They  merely  gave  directions  to  those  who 
followed,  to  keep  them  secure,  and  they  thought  that 
would  be  enough,  without  actually  confining  them. 
The  first  man  who  went  up  was  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Ruthven,  who  will  be  called  to  you :  he  was 
followed  by  a  man  named  Ellis  :  after  whom  came  a 
man,  of  whom  you  have  undoubtedly  heard  before, 
named  Smithers,  who  met  his  death  by  the  hand  of 
Thistle  wood. 

"  On  Smithers  ascending  the  ladder,  either  Ings  or 
Davidson  hallooed  out  from  below,  as  a  signal  for 
them  to  be  on  their  guard  above,  and  upon  Ruthven 
ascending  the  ladder,  Thistlewood,  who  was  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  landing-place,  and  who  was 
distinctly  seen,  for  there  were  several  lights  in  the 
place,  receded  a  few  paces,  and  the  police-officers 
announced  who  they  were,  and  demanded  a  surrender. 
Smithers  unfortunately  pressed  forward  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  Thistlewood  had  retreated,  into  one  of 
the  small  rooms  over  the  coach-house,  when  Thistle- 
wood drew  back  his  arm,  in  which  there  was  a  sword, 
and  made  a  thrust  at  the  unfortunate  man,  Smithers, 
who  received  a  wound  near  his  heart,  and,  with  only 
time  to  exclaim,  "  Oh !  God  !"  he  fell  a  lifeless 
corpse  into  the  arms  of  Ellis.  Ellis,  seeing  this  blow 
given  by  Thistlewood,  immediately  discharged  a 
pistol  at  him,  which  missed  its  aim.  Great  confusion 
followed ;  the  lights  were  struck  out ;  the  officers 
were  forced  down  the  ladder,  which  was  so  precipi- 
tous, being  almost  perpendicular,  that  they  fell,  and 
many  of  the  party  followed  them. 

"  Thistlewood,  among  the  rest,  came  down  the 
ladder ;  and,  not  satisfied  with  the  blood  of  one  person, 
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he  shot  at  another  of  the  officers  as  he  came  down 
the  ladder,  and  pressed  through  the  stable,  cutting  at 
all  who  attempted  to  oppose  him,  and  made  his 
escape  out  into  John-street,  the  military  not  having 
yet  arrived  ;  and  he  was  no  more  seen  at  that  time, 
except  with  a  sword  in  his  hand  in  the  Edgware-road. 
By  the  other  persons  an  equally  desperate  resistance 
was  made. 

"  Conscious  of  the  evil  purpose  for  which  they 
had  assembled,  they  waited  not  to  know  on  wha;, 
charge  they  were  about  to  be  apprehended  ;  but  in- 
stantly made  a  most  desperate  resistance.  Ings, 
Davidson,  and  Wilson,  were  particularly  desperate, 
each,  I  believe,  firing  at  some  of  the  officers  or 
military,  who  had  only  come  to  the  ground  on  hearing 
the  report  of  the  fire-arms,  not  having  been  previously 
directed  to  the  exact  spot. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  resistance,  however,  which 
they  so  desperately  made,  and  in  which  resistance 
Thistlewood,  Tidd,  Davidson,  Ings,  and  Wilson 
took  a  most  active  part,  by  attacking  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  the  whole  of  the  conspirators  were,  at  length, 
fortunately  overcome,  and  eventually  eleven  of  them 
secured.  Not  on  that  night,  however,  for  three 
out  of  the  eleven  for  the  time  escaped,  namely  This- 
tlewood, Brunt,  and  Harrison.  The  officers,  how- 
ever, not  only  secured  on  that  night  the  eight  men, 
but  various  articles  of  fire-arms,  numerous  weapons, 
and  certain  combustibles. 

"  The  prisoner  Brunt,  gentlemen,  one  of  those 
who  escaped,  returned  that  night  to  his  own  house. 
He  was  accompanied  by  another  man,  and  his  own 
boots  were  in  such  a  state,  as  not  to  fail  to  excite  the 
attention  of  some  persons  in  the  house.  His  boy  (an 
apprentice,  named  Hale)  soon  learned,  from  the  con- 
versation which  passed  between  his  master  and  the 
man,  that  they  had  just  escaped  from  Cato-street,  and 
Brunt  expressed  a  belief  that  his  person  had  not  been 
discovered.  The  prisoner,  gentlemen,  remained  home 
the  whole  of  the  night,  but  early  on  the  morning  fol- 
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lowing,  he  cailed  to  him  the  apprentice  boy  I  have 
named,  and  asked  him  as  to  his  knowledge  of  some 
street  in  the  Borough,  where  he  wanted  to  convey 
some  baskets.  These  were  all  carefully  packed  up, 
and  it  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  which  will  be 
spoken  to  in  evidence,  that  so  anxious  was  he  for  the 
concealment  of  its  contents,  that  one  of  the  baskets 
was  secured  with  the  apron  of  his  wife  !  Gentlemen, 
the  prisoner  now  thought  all  secure ;  but  he  had 
scarcely  effected  his  plan,  and  retired  Jnto  another 
room,  previous  to  despatching  the  baskets,  when  the 
officers  entered  the  house  and  seized  him.  This,  you 
may  suppose,  was  not  a  little  surprising  to  Brunt ;  for, 
most  material  would  it  have  been  to  him  to  have  thy 
baskets  removed.  Upon  searching  these,  gentlemen, 
were  found  a  number  of  hand-grenades,  fire-balls, 
and  other  articles  of  destruction.  Upon  their  disco- 
very, Brunt  for  some  time  affected  ignorance  of  the 
thing,  but  he  was  told  it  was  of  no  use. 

"  The  prisoner  at  the  bar,  Thistlewood,  who  also 
escaped   on  the  night  of  the  23d,  retired  not  to  his 
own  house,   however,     but  to    an  obscure    lodgiag 
in  White-street,  where   he  thought  to  conceal   him- 
self.    Information,  however,  soon  reached  the  police- 
office,  Bow-street,  of  his  retreat,  and  early  the  next 
morning,  a  strong  party  of  officers,  headed  by  Bishop, 
were  sent  to  apprehend  him.     Upon  their  arrival  at 
the  place,  every  precaution  was,   of  course,   taken  to 
prevent  an  alarm  ;  while  the  officers,  at  the  same  time, 
knowing  the  desperate  sort  of  character  they  had  to 
contend    with,    were  equally  guarded  to  resist  any 
attack  which  might  be  made  upon  them.     They  pro- 
ceeded to  search  the  house,  beginning  with  the  top 
and  descending  to  the  lower  rooms.     They  then  ob- 
served a  small  room  on  the  ground- floor,  the  door  of 
which  was  locked,  and   Bishop  demanded  the   key, 
which  he  procured ;  and  knowing  from  what  had  taken 
place,  the  determined  desperation  of   this  man,  he 
opened  the  door  as  softly  as  he  could,  and  perceived 
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by  some  slight  light  that  came  through  two  or 
three  holes  in  the  window-shutters,  the  person  of 
Thistlewood  lying  on  a  turn-down  bed.  The  moment 
he  opened  the  door,  Thistlewood  put  his  head  up,  and 
Bishop  immediately  discovered  him,  and  he  imme- 
diately threw  himself  upon  him,  to  prevent  mischief. 
He  then  said,  he  should  make  no  resistance,  and  on 
being  taken  out  of  bed,  it  was  discovered  that  he  had 
been  laying  in  his  breeches  and  stockings.  Gentle- 
men, by  these  means  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was 
taken  ;  and  thus  ends,  in  point  of  fact,  the  evidence 
which  will  be  adduced  before  you. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  now  to  state  to  you,  at  the 
suggestion  of  a  learned  friend,  a  fact  which  I  had 
almost  forgotten.  It  is  material  for  you  to  know, 
that  on  the  22d  February,  the  conspirators  held  a 
consultation  at  the  house  of  Brunt.  Every  thing 
was,  on  this  occasion  considered  as  finally  arranged. 
I  have  already  told  you,  it  was  their  plan  to 
set  fire  to  various  parts  of  the  metropolis,  and 
among  other  places,  the  barracks  in  King  street 
were  fixed  upon,  not  only  because  troops  Mould  be 
there,  but  because  Harrison,  who  had  been,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  in  his  Majesty's  service,  was  acquainted 
with  the  situation  of  the  building,  and  pointed  out 
the  means  by  which  it  could  be  easily  fired ;  and 
thus  the  soldiers,  who  would  have  retired  to  rest, 
would  be  unable  to  accoutre  themselves  or  their  horses. 
But  this  is  not  all,  gentlemen  ;  for  at  this  very  con- 
sultation, Thistlewood  sat  down  and  wrote  two 
proclamations,  in  anticipation  of  the  success  of  his 
diabolical  schemes,  and  which  proclamations  were 
upon  that  success  to  be  issued.  But  you  will  observe, 
gentlemen,  it  was  not  considered  by  the  prisoner  duly 
official  to  write  these  proclamations  on  paper,  and 
Hale  (the  apprentice  of  Brunt)  was  sent  in  search 
of  parchment.  This  being  procured,  he  wrote  an 
address  to  the  following  effect,  intended  for  the  people 
generally : — 
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PROCLAMATION. 
"  Youu  Tyrants  are  destroyed  ! 

"  The  Friends  of  Liberty  are  desired  to  come  forward  and 
support  the  Provisional  Government,  which  is  now  sitting." 

11  So  that,  Gentlemen,  if  any  doubt  could  be  enter- 
tained of  these  men's  ulterior  designs  not  being  con- 
fined to  the  destruction  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
this  proclamation,  written  by  Thistlewood,  would  put 
it  beyond  all  doubt-  He  wrote  two  or  three  of  these. 
He  read  them  aloud  to  the  party  assembled,  and  told 
them  that  they  were  to  be  stuck  up  where  the  houses 
were  on  tire,  that  the  people  might  see  it.  Afterwards 
he  sat  down,  and  endeavoured  to  compose  another 
proclamation,  which  was  to  be  issued  to  the  soldiers, 
and  that  contained  an  offer  to  the  soldiers,  calling  on 
them  to  join  the  friends  of  Liberty  ;  promising  them 
twenty  pounds  each  to  carry  them  home,  and  that  they 
should  be  rewarded  with  full  pay  and  a  pension  for 
life  !  !  These  proclamations,  Gentlemen,  were  read 
aloud  by  Thistlewood  to  the  conspirators,  and  they 
were  unanimously  approved.  Some  of  them,  I  should 
tell  you,  were  to  be  posted  as  convenient  as  possible 
to  every  barrack  or  public  place  which  might  be  set  fire 
to  or  destroyed.  Thistlewood  himself  carried  the 
proclamations  from  the  house  of  Brunt  to  Cato-street. 

"  And  now,  Gentlemen,  having  stated  these  facts, 
let  me  pause  to  ask  you,  whether,  if  I  prove  them  in 
evidence,  you  can  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than 
that  the  prisoner  who  stands  before  you,  is  guilty  ? 
What  answer,  I  will  ask,  can  be  given  to  such  evi- 
dence as  this,  and  if  no  answer  can  be  given  in  evi- 
dence, what  answer  can  be  given  in  reason  ?  It  may 
be  urged,  in  a  general  sense,  that  such  schemes  and 
such  plans  as  the  facts  I  have  related  to  you  disclose, 
BUght  scarcely  to  be  credited  in  a  Court  of  Justice. 
This  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstance  of  heated 
men  with  healed  passions  conceiving  and  proposing 
ibe  adoption  of  plans,  wild  and  visionary,  and  in  facf 
wholly  impracticable.     In  this  case,  however,  such  a 
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principle  did  not  exist;  for  here  were  long  laid  regular 
plans,  extensive  schemes,  and  the  most  abundant  pre- 
parations, to  effect  a  wicked  purpose.  And  will  not 
desperate  and  designing  men,  infuriated  by  their  pas- 
sions either  influence  others  to  the  accomplishment  of 
such  plans,  or  be  worked  upon  by  them  themselves. 
Look  then,  Gentlemen,  to  the  facts  of  the  case  your- 
selves. You  will  view  them  as  calm  and  sober  men, 
and  in  doing  so,  you  will  perceive  such  a  system  and 
such  an  adroitness  towards  the  execution  of  that  system, 
that  their  object  requires  but  little  solution. 

"  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  your  duty  to  consider  whether 
the  schemes  in  question  were  wild  and  visionary,  but 
whether  they  had  for  their  object  an  illegal  or  wicked 
purpose ;  and  if  illegal,  and  that  towards  the  execu- 
tion of  their  plans  they  took  but  one  step,  they  have 
then  done  that  which  renders  them  amenable  to  the 
offended  laws  of  their  country.  If  these  arguments, 
Gentlemen,  won't  avail,  what  then  may  not  be  urged 
for  the  prisoner  ?  But  you  will  also  be  told  that  ac- 
complices are  not  to  be  believed  on  their  oath  in  a 
Court  of  Justice.  I  contend,  however,  that  they 
should  ;  and  if  it  was  not  permitted  to  accomplices 
in  guilt  to  give  evidence  for  the  purposes  of  justice, 
then  the  blackest  and  foulest  crimes  would  be  daily 
committed,  and  go  unpunished.  But  it  is  not  the 
law  of  England,  alone,  to  hear  the  evidence  of  an 
accomplice.  It  is  the  law  of  reason  also,  and  has 
been  the  law  of  all  ages  and  nations.  I  admit  that 
you  should  watch  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
jealousy  the  testimony  of  an  accomplice.  You  should 
weigh  his  story  well,  and  see  whether  it  be  con- 
firmed by  the  more  indifferent  witnesses.  Not  con- 
firmed in  every  part,  for  then  his  evidence  would  not 
be  required  at  all  :  but  in  certain  collateral  parts 
which  may  be  found  to  correspond  with  the  other 
testimony.  If  therefore,  Gentlemen,  an  accomplice 
is  produced  before  you,  and  you  believe  a  part  of  what 
he  relates,  you  are  bound  in  a  great  measure  to  be- 
lieve that  the  whole  of  what  he  tells  vou  is  true. 
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"  No  man,  or  set  of  men,  who  had  ever  conceived 
such  plans  as  I  have  laid  before  you,  could  have  so 
conceived  them  without  an  intention  of  pursuing  them. 
The  plans,  therefore,  at  least  for  some  time,  could  be 
known  only  to  themselves  and  to  their  God.  I  say 
then  that  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  is  not  only 
highly  necessary,  but  even  laudable  ;  for  if  you  resist 
such  a  principle,  the  more  dark  will  be  the  crime, 
the  more  secret  the  scheme,  and  the  more  wicked  the 
purpose.  As  I  told  you  before,  Gentlemen,  it  has 
long  been  the  law  of  England  to  receive  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice,  and  even  in  cases  of  murder,  it  has 
proved  most  salutary  in  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice. 

"  I  will  call  a  witness  before  you, Gentlemen,  named 
Adams,  an  accomplice,  as  you  will  find,  and  he  being 
in  the  full  confidence  of  the  conspirators,  will  prove 
to  you  the  nature  of  all  their  proceedings  from  time 
to  time,  and  of  the  different  plans  and  communications 
which  were  made  between  him  and  them.  I  will  call 
another  man  to  you,  Gentlemen,  who  was  the  first  to 
make  known  the  diabolical  plans  of  the  conspirators, 
to  my  Lord  Harrowby  ;  but  this  man  was  not  much 
known  to  them,  nor  did  he  therefore  rank  high  in 
their  councils. 

"This  man  in  fact,  when  he  heard  the  dreadful  plan 
related  of  visiting  his  Majesty's  ministers  with  destruc- 
tion and  death,  his  heart  shuddered,  his  conscience 
smote  him,  and  he  could  hold  out  no  longer.  Some 
men,  you  know,  have  very  strong  minds,  and  are  not 
to  be  deterred  from  the  most  wicked  purpose.  Others 
are  less  firm,  and  more  easily  shaken  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  a  cruel  or  immoral  design.  The  witness 
whom  I  shall  produce  to  you,  Gentlemen,  and  whose 
name  is  Hiden,  is  one  of  this  description. 

tc  A  third  w  itness  I  shall  produce  to  you,  is  an  indivi- 
dual who  was  rather  more  in  confidence  with  the  con- 
spirators. His  name  is  Dwyer,  and  you  will  find  that 
Thistlewood  and  Davidson  applied  to  him  for  his  ad- 
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vice  and  assistance  towards  the  execution  of  their  mur- 
derous purpose.  You  will  even  find  that  they  solicited 
his  aid  on  the  very  day  in  which  that  purpose  was  to 
be  put  into  execution.  This  witness,  however,  horror- 
struck  at  the  intended  massacre,  and  feeling  it  to  be 
his  bounden  duty,  ran  almost  instantly  and  communi- 
cated the  fact  toothers.  He  first  communicated  it  to 
his  wife,  and  next  to  an  officer  in  the  army,  named 
James,  with  a  view  that  it  might  be  immediately  con- 
veyed to  his  Majesty's  ministers.  This,  under  the 
special  order  of  Providence,  was  done. 

"  And  now  let  me  again  ask  you,  Gentlemen,  is  this 
testimony  to  be  rejected  ?  Surely  it  never  can  by  en- 
lightened men  such  as  you  are.  But  this  even  does 
not  furnish  my  case  for  the  prosecution  ;  for  I  assure 
you  it  does  not  rest  upon  the  testimony  of  Adams, 
Hiden,  and  Dwyer  ;  but  there  are  facts  in  this  case 
which,  I  fear,  the  prisoner  will  not  be  able  to  answer. 
Why,  I  would  ask,  were  these  men  assembled  in  Cato- 
street,  and  why  at  night  ?  There  were  none  of  them 
related  to  each  other,  yet  they  were  all  armed  with 
deadly  weapons,  and  found  in  close  deliberation  in  an 
obscure  stable.  There  were  also  found  there  a  quan- 
tity of  destructive  grenades  and  fire-balls,  together 
with  a  large  portion  of  ammunition.  But  this  is  not 
all.  At  the  houses  of  two  others  of  the  conspirators, 
namely,  Brunt  and  Tidd,  there  were  found  similar  arti- 
cles of  destruction,  particularly  ammunition.  The 
weight  found  of  the  latter,  gentlemen,  amounted  to 
between  eleven  and  twelve  hundred  pounds;  and  I 
would  ask,  in  the  name  of  God,  what  object  could 
these  men  have  had  in  the  possession  of  such  a  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  ?  Surely  it  could  not  even  be  for  arc 
individual  murder!  No,  gentlemen,  it  was  the  de- 
struction of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in  the  first  place, 
the  burning  and  levelling  of  public  barracks  and 
edifices  in  the  next,  and  finally,  the  establishment  of  a 
revolution,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Provisional  Go 
rernment. 
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"  These  men,  Gentlemen,  could  never  have  been 
unfriendly  towards  ministers  as  individuals.  It  must 
have  been  a  hatred  of  them  in  the  character  of  their 
office  alone,  and  their  design  was  more  particularly 
levelled  at  Lord  Harrowby,  because  his  Lordship  was 
President  of  the  Council,  Can  you  doubt,  that  after 
this  dreadful  blow  was  made,  and  it  had  succeeded, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  these  conspirators  to  have 
established  a  provisional  government,  and  thus  spread 
anarchy  and  confusion  around.  In  fact,  that  was  the 
eventual  blow  meant  to  be  carried  into  execution.  I 
say,  therefore,  that  even  if  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  prisoners  were  to  contend  most  successfully 
against  the  evidence  of  the  accomplices,  the  facts 
I  shall  produce  to  you  by  other  testimony,  will  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  this  just  and  necessary  prosecu- 
tion. 

"  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  when  they 
were  discovered  in  Cato-street  ?  I  want  not,  Gentle- 
men, by  a  repetition  of  this  term,  to  inflame  your 
minds  :  but  it  will  be  extremely  important  for  you  to 
remember,  that  when  the  officers  entered  the  loft 
there,  and  said,  '  we  are  officers,'  they  submitted  not 
to  their  authority,  but  resisted  them  even  in  the  most 
ferocious  manner,  and  one  officer,  as  you  have  before 
heard,  unfortunately  lost  his  life.  The  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  however,  is  not  under  trial  for  that  offence,  not 
should  the  fatal  circumstance  operate  in  the  present 
case  against  him.  But  I  must  again  ask  you,  what 
became  of  the  prisoner  on  the  23d,  the  intended  night 
of  blood  and  slaughter  ?  Why  he  flies  from  the  despe- 
rate scene,  not  to  his  own  home,  as  you  have  already 
been  told,  but  to  an  obscure  place  of  concealment. 
These,  then,  Gentlemen,  are  the  facts  of  this  momen 
tous  case ;  and  once  more  I  ask  you,  what  possible 
conclusion  can  you  draw  from  such  facts,  if  they  be 
supported  in  evidence  ? 

"  Gentlemen,  1  repeat  it,  that  this  is  a  momentous 
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and  important  case,  and  if  these  plots  of  the  conspira 
tors,  and  of  the  prisoner  in  particular,  be  proved  to 
have  existed — if  the  means  had  been  used  which  I 
have  described  to  you  for  effecting  the  nefarious  and 
diabolical  plans  they  had  formed,  then  I  call  upon  you, 
in  the  name  of  justice,  to  give  that  verdict  which  will 
best  satisfy  the  laws  of  your  country,  and  tend  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  of  your  fellow-creatures.  Commisera- 
tion (if  I  may  use  the  term)  towards  a  prisoner,  I 
never  should  withhold  ;  and  God  forbid,  Gentlemen, 
that  you  should  not  give  to  the  man  at  the  bar  the  ad- 
vantage of  every,  even  the  slightest,  circumstance  of 
doubt  which  may  arise  in  his  favour.  If  these  doubts 
also  should  predominate,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  acquit 
the  prisoner  ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  facts  which 
I  have  laid  before  you  be  substantiated,  and  you  feel 
in  your  consciences  that  the  charge  is  made  out,  it  will 
then  become  your  painful  but  bounden  duty  to  convict 
him.  Should  these  facts,  I  say,  for  the  last  time,  be 
brought  home  to  the  prisoner,  it  will  then  be  your 
duty,  as  men,  as  citizens,  and  as  fathers — as  men  de- 
sirous of  maintaining  the  laws,  and  of  acting  under  the 
solemn  obligation  of  your  oaths,  to  pronounce  him 
guilty." 

The  learned  gentleman's  speech  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Jury  for  nearly  two  hours. 

Before  the  first  witness  for  the  prosecution  was  put 
into  the  box,  all  the  prisoners  named  in  the  indict- 
ment were  brought  up,  with  the  view,  we  suppose,  of 
having  an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  evidence,  it  being 
principally  the  same  which  is  to  be  adduced  against 
most  of  them.  They  entered  the  Court  with  much 
apparent  indifference. 

Davidson  and  Ings  were  particularly  remarked  for 
the  calm  indifference  with  which  they  surveyed  the 
Bench  and  the  spectators  around  them. 

During  the  examination  of  Adams,  some  of  the 
prisoners  whispered  together.  Thistlewood  through- 
out preserved  the  most  perfect  composure. 
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The  first  witness  called  was 

Robert  Adams,  examined  by  the  Solicitor- 
General. — I  live  at  No.  4,  in  Hole-in-the-Wall- 
passage,  Brooks'-market.  I  am  a  shoemaker. 
I  was  in  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards. 
It  is  18  years  last  Christmas  since  I  left  them.  I 
knew  Brunt  at  Cambray,  in  France,  he  went  then 
by  the  name  of  Thomas  Morton,  it  is  18  years 
ago  since  I  first  knew  him.  I  know  Thistlewood. 
I  knew  him  first  on  the  16th  of  January  last.  He 
then  lived  in  Stanhope-street,  Clare-market.  I 
was  introduced  to  him  by  Brunt  and  Ings.  I  saw 
him  at  his  own  place.  We  had  some  conver- 
sation together. 

Here  Mr.  Adolphus  objected  to  the  witness 
mentioning  any  thing  of  the  conversation  which 
passed  on  that  occasion.  The  crime  against  the 
prisoner  was  charged  in  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  and  against  his  crown  and  dignity,  and 
no  act  of  the  prisoners  in  the  late  reign  ought  to 
be  adduced. 

Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbot  said,  the  Court 
might  hear  of  the  commencement  of  the  transac- 
tion, as  connected  with  what  had  occurred  in  the 
present  reign. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  con- 
tinued. 

When  I  went  in,  Brunt  said  to  Thistlewood, 
This  is  the  man  I  was  speaking  to  you  about. 
Thistlewood  said,  "  You  were  once  in  the  Life- 
Guards  ?"  I  said,  "  No,  I  was  not,  I  originally 
belonged  to  the  Blues.''  Thistlewood  said,  "  You 
are  a  good  swordsman  ?"  I  said,  "  I  could  use  a 
sword  to  defend  myself;  but  I  could  not  use  it 
very  expert,  as  I  had  not  used  any  arms  for  a  long 
time."  Thistlewood  said,  there  was  no  one  who 
was  worth  10/.  who  was  worth  any  thing  for  the 
good  of  his  country.  As  to  the  shopkeepers  of 
London,  they  were  all  a  set  of  aristocrats  toge- 
ther, and  were  all  working  under  the  same  system 


144  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY. 

of  government.  He  should  glory  to  see  the  day 
that  all  the  shops  were  shut  up,  and  well  plun- 
dered. He  then  alluded  to  Mr.  Hunt,  and  said, 
he  (Hunt)  was  a  d« — d  coward,  and  were  he 
(Thistlewood)  to  go  to  Whitehall,  he  was  sure  he 
would  find  his  (Hunt's)  name  there,  as  a  spy  to 
government.  He  then  turned  the  conversation  to 
Cobbett,  and  said,  he  was  equally  the  same  as 
Hunt,  and  for  all  his  writings,  he  had  no  doubt  he 
was  also  a  spy.  This  ended  the  conversation 
then.  I  was  afterwards  confined  for  debt  in 
Whitecross-street  Prison.  The  next  interview  I 
had  with  Thistlewood  was  on  the  16th,  at  the 
White  Hart  public-house.  It  was  in  a  room  in 
the  back  yard.  Thistlewood  was  present,  and 
Ings,  Brunt,  and  Hall,  and  before  they  broke  up, 
Tidd.  On  the  17th  I  went  to  prison,  and  remained 
fourteen  days  there.  I  came  out  on  Sunday,  the 
day  after  the  death  of  the  King.  I  saw  Thistle 
wood  on  the  Monday  evening  following.  I  saw 
him  in  the  same  floor  in  the  house  where  Brunt 
lived,  in  a  back  room.  This  was  in  Fox-court, 
Gray's  Inn-lane.  There  were  Brunt,  Ings,  Hall, 
and  Davidson,  present.  There  was  nothing  parti- 
cular took  place  that  night.  To  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  I  met  them  next  on  the  Wednesday, 
(by  them  he  meant  Thistlewood,  Brunt,  Davidson, 
Harrison,  and  Ings,)  I  had  a  conversation — 

Mr.  Curwood  here  objected  to  the  witness 
speaking  to  what  then  occurred,  as  no  over-act 
was  set  forth  in  the  indictment  on  that  day.  It 
merely  referred  to  a  meeting  on  the  16th,  and  at 
divers  other  times. 

Lord  Chief- Justice  Abbott  observed,  that  the 
present  mode  was  the  invariable  form  of  such  in- 
dictments, and  no  objection  was  ever  made  to  it. 
If  all  the  particulars  of  overt-acts  were  set  forth, 
it  would  occasion  a  great  prolixity. — The  ob- 
jection was  over- ruled. 

Witness  continued — I  went  into  the  room  and 
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saw  a  number  of  pike  staves,  and  Thistlewood 
wanted  to  have  them  ferruled.  Thistlewood  then 
asked  why  Bradburn  (the  prisoner)  was  not  pre- 
sent, and  he  added  that  Bradburn  was  intrusted 
with  money  to  purchase  ferrules,  and  was  not  sa- 
tisfied lest  he  should  not  buy  them.  The  staves 
were  green,  and  seemed  as  if  they  had  just  come 
from  the  country.  Thistlewood  said  he  would 
not  give  a  damn  for  a  man  who  would  spend  the 
money  in  such  a  way.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
thing  further  then.  The  meetings  were  held 
twice  a-day  from  thence  to  the  23d  of  February. 
The  room  was  hired  by  Brunt  for  Ings ;  Brunt 
said  so.  I  remember  one  circumstance  that  oc- 
curred :  one  evening,  about  ten  days  before  the 
Cato-street  business,  I  went  in  and  saw  Harrison, 
Thistlewood,  and  Brunt.  Harrison  said,  he  had 
been  speaking  to  one  of  the  horse-guards,  and  he 
told  him,  that  the  whole  of  them  would  be  down 
at  Windsor  at  the  King's  funeral ;  and  Harrison 
said,  this  would  be  a  good  opportunity  to  do  some- 
thing that  night  (the  night  of  the  funeral.)  This- 
tlewood said  it  was  a  good  place,  and  added, 
that  if  they  could  get  the  two  pieces  of  cannon 
2a  Gray's  Inn-lane,  and  the  six  pieces  in  the 
Artillery-ground,  they  could  so  help  themselves 
as  to  have  possession  of  London  before  morning ; 
and  he  said,  that  when  the  news  should  reach 
Windsor,  the  soldiers  would  be  so  tired  as  not  to 
be  able,  when  they  came  back  to  London,  to  do 
any  thing ;  but  that  by  activity  some  might  go  to 
Hyde-park,  and  prevent  any  person  or  messenger 
from  going  to  Windsor.  He  also  said,  that  they 
should  go  over  the  water  and  take  the  telegraph, 
to  prevent  any  communication  with  Woolwich. 

He  then  said  that  they  should  form  a  Pro- 
visional Government,  and  send  to  the  sea-ports, 
to  prevent  any  gentlemen  from  leaving  England 
without  passports.  He  particularly  mentioned 
to  send  to  Dover,  Brighton,  Margate,  and  Rams- 
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gate,  and  he  most  particularly  mentioned  Brighton 
— not  that  he  thought  the  new  King  would  be 
there,  or  at  the  funeral.  He  said  the  present 
family  had  inherited  the  throne  long  enough,  and 
it  was  no  use  for  the  present  King  to  think  of 
being  crowned.  Brunt  and  Ings  came  in  after 
this,  and  Thistlewood  mentioned  to  them  what 
passed ;  but  they  said  that  nothing  would  satisfy 
them  but  their  plan  of  assassination.  They  had 
talked  at  a  former  meeting  of  this  plan  of  assas- 
sination. Two  or  three  of  them  had  drawn  out  a 
plan  of  assassinating  his  Majesty's  Ministers  at 
the  first  public  dinner  they  had.  They  talked  of 
assassination  at  every  one  of  their  meetings.  I 
could  not  say  there  were  pikes  in  the  room  be- 
fore this.  I  met  them  on  Saturday,  the  19th  of 
February,  at  eleven  or  twelve  in  the  forenoon. 
I  saw  Thistlewood,  Davidson,  Brunt,  Harrison, 
Ings,  and  Hall.  They  were  all  set  round  the 
fire,  and  seemed  in  a  conversation  betwixt  them- 
selves. They  all  got  up  and  turned  round,  and 
said,  "  It  is  agreed,  if  nothing  turns  out  before 
next  Wednesday  night,  next  Wednesday  we  will 
go  to  work.''  It  was  said  they  were  all  sworn 
that  they  would  not  wait  any  longer. 

Thistlewood  proposed  they  should  meet  the 
following  morning  at  nine,  to  draw  out  a  plan 
to  go  by.  Thistlewood  said  to  Brunt,  "  You  had 
better  go  round  this  afternoon  and  mention  it,  in 
order  to  have  the  committee  to-morrow."  Brunt 
said,  he  did  not  think  he  should  be  able  to  go,  as 
he  had  some  work  to  do,  but  he  would  go  on  the 
next  morning,  and  perhaps  he  might  see  some  of 
them :  it  was  not  necessary  to  bring  a  great 
many.  Brunt  appeared  to  be  leaving  the  room 
then,  and  Thistlewood  called  to  him,  and  said — 
"  O,  Brunt,  it  will  be  highly  necessary  for  those 
that  come  to-morrow  morning  to  bring  fire-arms 
with  them,  in  case  any  officers  should  come  up. 
On  which  Brunt  said,  "  D — n  my  eyes,  if  anj 
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officer  should  come  in  here,  the  time  is  so  near 
now,  I  would  run  him  through  the  body.  I 
would  murder  him  here  sooner  than  we  should 
be  discovered." 

On  the  next  morning  I  went  there  about  eleven 
o'clock.  It  was  a  little  dark  in  my  eyes  when  I 
went  in  after  the  snow.  There  were  Thistlewood, 
Brunt,  Harrison,  Cooke,  Bradburn,  Tidd,  Ed- 
wards, and  Wilson,  myself,  and  another.  William 
Cooke,  on  looking  round  the  room,  said,  "  There 
are  twelve  in  the  room,  and  I  think  it  enough  to 
form  a  committee. "  Thistlewood  proposed  that 
Tidd  should  take  the  chair.  Tidd  took  the  chair, 
and  sat  with  a  pike  in  his  hand.  Thistlewood 
was  on  his  right  and  Brunt  on  his  left.  This- 
tlewood said,  "  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  what 
we  are  met  for  ;T  and  then  he  turned  to  the  door, 
as  if  unwilling  to  mention  it,  and  said,  "  the  west- 
end  job."  Brunt  then  said,  "  D — n  my  eyes, 
name  it."  On  which  Thistlewood  again  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  we  are  come  to  the  determination 
to  do  this  job,  that  we  were  talking  about  so  long, 
and  as  we  find  there  is  no  probability  of  meeting 
them  (Ministers)  altogether,  we  shall,  if  no 
opportunity  of  doing  them  altogether  occurs,  take 
them  separately,  at  their  own  houses,  and  do  as 
many  as  we  can.  If  we  can  only  get  three  or 
four  at  a  time  we  must  do  them."  He  also  said, 
"  I  suppose  we  can  take  forty  or  fifty  men  to  do  this 
west-end  job ;  and  I  propose  to  take  the  two 
pieces  of  cannon  in  Gray's  Inn-lane,  and  the  six 
pieces  in  the  Artillery-ground."  He  proposed 
Cooke  to  lead  this  party,  and  he  himself  would 
command.  He  said  they  should  take  the 
Mansion-house  as  the  seat  of  the  Provisional 
Government. 

They  were  next  to  take  the  Bank  of  England ; 
and  Palin  should  be  the  man  who  should  set 
fire  to  the  barracks,  and  several  parts  of  London. 

u  2 
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This  was  the  principal  part  of  the  plan,  but  if 
any  thing  else  occurred  before  Wednesday,  they 
would  think  of  it.  Brunt  was  then  going  to  put 
a  proposition  which  he  had  for  assassinating  the 
Ministers,  but  Thistlewood  said,  his  plan  should 
be  first  put  from  the  chair,  as  they  were  nearly 
all  agreed  on  it.  He  desired  the  chairman  to  ask 
if  any  of  them  had  any  thing  to  say,  and  that 
they  should  say  it ;  but  none  of  them  saying  any 
thing,  the  plan  was  carried  unanimously.  Brunt 
then  came  forward  with  his  plan,  which  was,  that 
they  should  assassinate  as  many  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  as  possible ;  that  they  should  draw 
lots  to  assassinate  some  of  the  Ministers ;  and 
whoever  the  fellow  was  on  whom  the  lot  fell,  he 
should  murder  the  Minister,  or  be  murdered 
himself;  and  that  if  any  man  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt, he  (Brunt)  swore  by  all  that  was  good,  he 
should  be  run  through  the  body.  On  which  1 
got  up,  and  said,  "  Mr.  Brunt,  do  you  not  think 
it  possible  for  a  man  to  attempt  such  a  thing,  and 
not  succeed  in  it ;  and  do  you  mean  to  say  he 
should  be  run  through  the  body  for  not  doing  it  T 
To  which  he  said,  "I  do  not :  if  a  man  shoula 
attempt  it  and  not  succeed,  he  is  a  good  man ; 
but  if  he  shews  any  cowardice,  he  deserves  to 
be  run  through  the  body."  This  proposition  of 
Brunt's  was  then  put  to  the  meeting.* 

Soon  after  this,  Palin,  Potter,  and  Strange,  came 
in.  They  were  welcomed,  and  were  desired  to 
sit  near  the  fire,  as  they  were  wet.  Palin  said, 
"  There  is  one  thing  I  want  to  know;  if  it  can 
be  done,  it  will  be  a  great  assistance  to  our  plan. 
I  want  to  know  what  men  are  to  perform  each 
part  of  the  plan,  and  who  are  to  take  the  cannon. 
I  want  to  know,  in  calling  upon  the  men,  whether 
I  can  tell  them  in  part  or  whole  what  is  to  b6 
done."  The  chairman  said,  "  I  don't  see  where 
the  harm  is  of  telling  what  is  to  be  done.'*     Mr, 
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Palin,  seeing  that  he  had  that  liberty,  sat  down 
quite  satisfied.  Nothing  regular  was  transacted 
in  the  chair  after  that.  Mr.  Thistlewood  said, 
"  O,  Brunt,  that  is  well  thought  of,  as  Palin  is 
here  :  you  and  Palin  go,  and  see  if  the  house  near 
Furnival's  Inn  is  fit  for  setting  fire  to.  They 
went  (Palin  and  Brunt),  and  reported  it  would 

make  a  d d  good  fire.     Thistlewood  talked  of 

getting  means  for  a  treat  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday.   Brunt  said,  he  would  be  d d,  but  he 

would  contribute  the  only  1/.  note  he  had  earned 
for  a  long  time.  They  proposed  the  White-Hart 
for  the  house.  Thistlewood  proposed  his  own 
rocm  ;  but  afterwards  thought  it  would  not  do,  as 
it  might  lead  to  suspicion.  This  was  all  on  the 
Sunday  morning.  On  Monday  morning  they  met 
again.  Witness  then  told  them  what  Hobbes  told 
him  on  Sunday  night,  of  inquiries  made  respect- 
ing radical  meetings  at  his  house,  and  that 
information  of  it  was  given  at  Bow-street  office, 
and  at  Lord  Sidmouth's  office.  Harrison  turned 
round  on  witness  like  a  lion,  and  said  "  Adams, 

you  have  acted  d d  wrong."     Brunt  said  so 

too,  and  added,  "  Whatever  you  have  to  commu- 
nicate, you  have  no  business  to  communicate  but 
to  me  and  to  Thistlewood."  Witness  said,  it 
concerned  all,  and  he  should  tell  all  of  it.  They 
repeated  the  same  observations.  They  talked  of 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  Mary-le-bone  Union,  as 
they  wanted  some  money;  and  Brunt  said,  it 
would  be  of  use  for  that  purpose. 

Witness  and  Potter  went  in  the  ovening  to  the 
White-Hart ;  Palin  and  Bradburn  joined  them. 
Next  morning  they  were  there  too,  and  with  them 
Thistlewood,  Tidd,  Ings,  Harrison,  and  Brunt. 
Edwards  came,  and  told  them  there  was  to  be 
a  cabinet  dinner  next  night.  Thistlewood  said, 
he  did  not  think  it  was  true.  A  newspaper  was 
sent  for,  and  read  by  Thistlewood.  He  read  that 
they  were  to  dine  at  Lord  Ilarrowby's,  Grosvenor- 
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square.     Brunt  then  said,   "  I'll  be  d d  if  I 

ion't  believe  there  is  a  God.  I  have  often  prayed 
that  he  would  bring  all  these  thieves  together,  in 
order  to  destroy  them.  He  has  answered  my 
prayer."  Thistlewood  proposed,  that  they  should 
form  a  committee  and  sit  immediately.  Witness 
took  the  chair. 

Thistlewood  proposed  immediately  a  fresh  plan 
to  be  formed  respecting  the  assassination.  Wit- 
ness expressed  a  hope  they  had  paid  due  con- 
sideration to  what  he  said  yesterday.  All  got 
into  confusion.  Harrison  said,  "  D — n  that  man 
who  attempted  to  throw  cold  water  on  the  plan, 
but  he  would  run  him  through  with  the  sword." 
Witness  left  the  chair,  and  Tidd  took  it.  Brunt 
moved  that  a  watch  should  be  set  on  the  Earl  of 
Harrowby's  house  that  night.  The  object  was  to 
see  if  any  men  or  soldiers  went  into  Earl  Har- 
rowby's.  Two  were  to  go  at  six,  to  be  relieved 
at  nine,  and  they  were  to  continue  till  twelve. 
The  watch  was  to  be  resumed  at  four  next 
morning. 

Thistlewood  said  he  hoped  they  would  be  sa- 
tisfied that  no  officers  or  soldiers  went  in.  They 
would  do  what  they  had  determined  to-morrow 
evening;  and  added,  that  it  would  answer  their 
purpose  much  better  than  to  attack  their  houses 
separately,  when  only  two  or  three  could  be  got 
together.  Here  they  would  have  fourteen  or 
sixteen ;  a  rare  haul  to  murder  them  all.  "  I  pro- 
pose," continued  he,  "  when  the  door  is  opened, 
to  rush  in,  seize  the  servants,  present  pistols,  and 
threaten  to  kill  them  if  they  make  any  noise; 
two  to  take  the  entrance  to  the  stair  upwards, 
and  two  others  to  the  stair  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  house,  armed  with  blunderbusses  and  hand- 
grenades  ;  and  if  any  attempt  to  pass,  to  throw 
hand-grenades  and  destroy  them  all.  Others  are 
to  go  where  the  ministers  are  to  murder  them  all. 
If  there  shall  be  any  good  men,  kill  them   for 
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Keeping  bad  company."  All  agreed.  Ings  said, 
ne  would  go  in  first,  with  a  brace  of  pistols  and 
knives.  The  two  swordsmen  would  cut  off  all  their 
heads;  and  Castlereagh's  and  Sidmouth's  should 
be  flung  in  a  bag  by  themselves.  He  added,  "  I 
shall  say,  my  Lords,  I  have  got  as  good  men  here 
as  the  Manchester  yeomanry;  enter  citizens,  and 
do  your  duty."  Harrison  and  witness  were  to  be 
the  swordsmen.  After  the  execution  of  Lord 
Harrowby,  at  his  house,  Harrison  proposed  that 
some  should  go  to  King-street  horse- barracks,  and 
set  fire  to  the  premises  by  throwing  fire  into  the 
straw  in  the  stable. 

Harrison  and  Wilson  were  to  go  to  Gray's  Inn- 
lane,  and,  in  case  they  could  not  carry  the  cannon 
out  of  the  military- school,  they  were  to  wait  till  a 
party  came  to  assist  them.  Thence  they  were  to 
proceed  to  the  artillery  barracks,  to  assist  Cooke 
in  taking  the  cannon  there.  If  they  found  their 
strength  sufficient  to  proceed,  they  were  to  ad- 
vance to  the  Mansion-house,  and  plant  three  of 
the  cannon  on  each  side  of  the  Mansion-house, 
and  to  demand  the  Mansion-house.  If  it  were 
refused,  they  were  to  fire,  and  then  it  would  be 
given  up.  The  Mansion-house  was  to  be  made 
the  seat  for  the  Provisional  Government. 

The  Bank  of  England  was  next  to  be  taken. 
They  would  take  the  books,  which  would  enable 
them  to  see  further  into  the  villanyofthe  govern- 
ment. The  further  parts  of  the  plan  were  delayed 
till  Wednesday.  They  agreed  upon  a  sign  and 
countersign.  The  word  was  "  Button;"  the  man 
who  came  up  was  to  say  B-u-t ;  and  the  other 
was  to  reply  t-o-n. — Being  asked  as  to  the  watch, 
witness  said,  There  are  other  things  which  I  wish 
to  state.  I  went  there  next  morning,  and  found 
Edwards,  Ings,  and  Hall,  making  fusees  for  the 
hand-grenades.  Davidson  went  on  the  watch  af 
six.  Witness  and  Brunt  went  to  relieve  the 
watch.     They  saw  Davidson  in  the  square,  on  the 
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watch.     They  went  into  a  public-house,   where 
Brunt  played  at  dominos  with  a  young  man. 

About  eleven  they  went  out  into  the  square, 
and  walked  for  some  time,  till  witness  got  ashamed 
of  himself.  They  went  away  at  twelve  o'clock. 
He  went  next  day  to  Fox-court,  between  two  and 
three.  He  found  Brunt  there.  Strange  came  in, 
and  in  a  ^w  minutes  afterwards  two  more  stran- 
gers. Strange  and  another  were  trying  the  flints. 
They  went  into  a  back  room  to  avoid  the  strangers, 
where  witness  saw  cutlasses,  blunderbusses,  &c. 
Thistlewood,  Ings,  and  Hall  came  in.  Thistle- 
wood  said,  "  Well,  my  lads,  this  looks  like  some- 
thing to  be  done."  He  touched  witness  on  the 
shoulder,  and  asked  how  he  was.  Witness  replied 
that  he  was  very  unwell,  and  in  low  spirits. 
Thistlewood  sent  for  beer  and  gin.  Thistlewood 
then  wanted  some  paper  to  write  bills  on.  Wit- 
ness said,  cartridge  paper  would  do.  The  paper 
was  brought ;  and  table  and  chair  were  got.  The 
bills  were  then  written  ;  they  were  to  be  set  on 
the  houses,  to  let  the  people  know  what  had  been 
done.  Thistlewood  read  as  part,  "  Your  tyrants 
are  destroyed — the  friends  of  liberty  are  called 
upon  to  come  forward — the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment is  now  sitting.  James  Ings,  Secretary. 
February  28."  Thistlewood  was  much  agitated, 
and  could  write  only  three.  Another  bill  was 
written,  which  was  an  address  to  the  soldiers. 
Another  person  was  employed  to  write  it,  and 
Thistlewood  dictated  to  him. — Witness  said  he 
would  tell  what  he  had  seen. 

Mr.  Adolphus  objected  to  this,  and  contended, 
that  the  writing  alone  was  evidence. 

Witness  could  not  say  what  became  of  the 
papers,  and  he  had  not  seen  them  since. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General  now  stated,  that  notice 
had  been  given  to  produce  the  writings. 

Witness  said  that  this  second  kind  of  bill  wjib  un 
finished  — thev  could  not  agree  as  to  the  terms. 
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Mr.    Adolphus  renewed    his  objection  to   the 
question  what  Thistlewod  dictated  to  be  written. 

Lord    Chief-Justice   Abbot. — In  whose   hands 
had  you  last  seen  the  paper  ? 
Witness  did  not  know  him. 
His  Lordship  said,    some   doubts  were   enter- 
tained by  some  part  of  the  Court. 

Mr.     Solicitor-General    said,    he    would    not 
press  it. 

Witness  went  on. — Ings  had  two  black  belts  on, 
one  for  two  pistols,  the  other  for  cutlasses.  He 
had  two  bags  on  his  shoulders,  like  soldiers  haver- 
sacks. He  looked  at  himself  and  said,  he  was 
not  complete  yet,  he  had  forgot  his  steel.  He  took 
out  a  large  knife,  and  brandished  it  about,  and 
said,  it  would  cut  off  the  heads  of  Castlereagh 
and  Sidmouth,  and  it  would  be  thought  a  great 
deal  of  at  some  future  time.  The  knife  was  a 
large  broad  knife,  twelve  inches  long,  the  hand 
bound  roimd  with  wax  to  keep  a  firm  hold  of  it. 
Others  were  busy  at  other  arms.  They  began  to 
leave  the  room  about  half-past  four  or  five,  to  go 
about  the  business. 

Palin  came  in  half  an  hour  before.  Palin  said 
they  ought  to  be  aware  of  what  they  were  about, 
and  to  think  within  themselves  whether  they  were 
to  do  their  country  service  or  not,  and  whether 
the  assassination  would  be  countenanced  by  their 
country.  If  they  thought  their  country  would 
join  them,  then  the  man  who  flinched  should  be 
run  through  on  the  spot.  Unless  they  came  to 
this  determination  they  would  do  no  good,  A  tall 
man  came  in,  and  asked  what  the  business  they 
were  about  was.  Witness  had  never  seen  him 
before.  The  tall  man  said,  if  they  were  to  serve 
their  country,  he  was  their  man,  and  if  any  one 
was  afraid  of  his  life,  he  ought  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  such  a  concern  as  that.  Thistlcwood  was 
then  gone.  Brunt  was  told,  that  inquiries  were 
made  by  some  who  were  present,  as  to  the  plan. 
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they  were  about,  Brunt  said,  that  was  not  tu 
room  for  telling  that ;  but  they  should  go  with 
him,  and  they  would  know.  Brunt  promised 
spirits ;  and  the  tall  man  cautioned  against  drun- 
kenness, as  ruinous  to  a  cause  like  that.  They 
went  along  the  street,  two  and  two,  and  at  some 
distance,  that  they  might  not  be  observed.  There 
was  a  cupboard  in  the  room  used  for  swords, 
hand-grenades,  and  flannel  bags  for  cartridges, 
one  of  which  was  full.  The  rest  of  the  arms  were 
in  Tidd's  room ;  that  was  the  dep6t.  Thistlewood 
was  always  in  a  hurry  to  carry  every  thing  that 
was  got  ready  into  the  depot,  lest  any  officer 
should  see  it.  Witness  carried  a  brass-barrelled 
blunderbuss.  There  were  pikes  made  of  old  files. 
Witness  as  he  went  on  missed  all  his  associates. 
He  returned  back,  and  met  Brunt,  who  returned 
back  with  him  along  the  Edgeware-road,  till  they 
met  Thistlewood. 

They  went  altogether  to  the  stable  in  Cato- 
street.  Witness  stayed  behind  till  Harrison  came 
up,  and  made  him  go  in.  He  saw  there,  David 
son  and  Wilson  below,  Thistlewood,  Ings,  Hall, 
Bradburn,  Strange,  Cooper,  the  tall  man,  and 
others  above.  There  were,  as  Thistlewood  calcu- 
lated, at  last,  eighteen  above  and  two  below. 
There  was  a  bench  above  and  arms  on  it.  Some 
beer  was  standing  on  the  table.  There  were  lights. 
There  was  a  chest.  Before  Tidd  came,  Thistle- 
wood went  out  for  some  time.  Witness  heard  a 
deal  of  talk  below,  and  he  found  Thistlewood, 
Brunt,  Harrison,  Davidson,  and  Wilson.  They 
spoke  of  the  good  news,  they  heard  that  the 
carriages  were  arriving  at  Lord  Harrowby's  as 
fast  as  they  could.  Witness  went  up  to  the  loft, 
and  saw  Thistlewood  and  Brunt  much  agitated. 
They  spoke  of  Tidd's  absence.  Brunt  pledged 
his  word  that  he  would  come.  He  soon  after- 
wards came.  Thistlewood  said,  "  I  hope  you 
will  not  give  up  what  you  are  going  to  do  ;  if  you 
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do,  this  will  be  another  Despard's  business."  He 
then  counted  twenty  persons,  and  said  that  was 
enough,  fourteen  would  be  sufficient  to  go  into 
the  room,  and  the  other  six  would  take  care  of 
the  servants  and  doors.  They  then  set  apart 
fourteen. 

The  gin  bottle  was  then  started.  Thistlewood 
said,  if  Lord  Harrowby  had  sixteen  servants,  that 
was  nothing,  as  they  would  not  be  prepared.  A 
noise  was  heard  below.  Thistlewood  took  a 
candle  and  looked  down  to  see  who  they  were, 
and  then  set  down  the  candle  quite  confused,  ac- 
cording to  witness's  judgment.  Two  officers  took 
command  of  the  room,  holding  small  pistols,  and 
said,  "  A  pretty  nest  there  is  of  you  We  have 
got  a  warrant  to  apprehend  you  all,  and  hope  you 
will  go  peaceably/'  A  man  who  was  on  the  step 
of  the  ladder  said,  "Let  me  come  forward."  This 
was  the  man  murdered.  A  group  of  persons  had 
got  into  the  little  room,  and  then  came  forward, 
and  one  of  them  stretched  forward  an  arm,  wit- 
ness saw  nothing  in  it,  and  another  presented  a 
pistol  The  man  fell.  It  was  impossible  for  him 
to  give  a  particular  account  of  the  other  transac- 
tions. He  got  away,  went  home,  and  was  appre- 
hended on  the  Friday,  and  remained  in  custody 
since.  He  identified  Davidson,  Wilson,  Brunt, 
Ings,  Cooper,  Harrison,  Tidd.  There  were  two 
he  did  not  know.  They  were  again  called  for- 
ward, but  he  said  he  could  not  swear  to  them. 
He  was  sent  forward  near  the  dock  :  but  he  said 
he  did  not  know  them.  One  of  them,  he  said,  he 
saw  at  the  meeting. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cunvood. — He  went 
not  there  to  assassinate  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
His  legs  carried  him  there.  His  outward  intent 
to  all  appearance  was  for  that ;  but  his  inward 
intent  was  against  it.  He  was  kept  to  it,  because 
Brunt  said,  whoever  forsook  them  would  be 
•narked.     He  became  acquainted  with  Brunt  in 

x  2 
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Cambray,  in  1816.  He  had  been  a  soldier  years 
before.  He  was  a  shoemaker.  He  had  never 
been  treasurer  to  a  benefit  society.  He  carried 
with  him  40/.  He  thought  the  money  his  own. 
He  had  never  been  charged  with  stealing  it.  He 
was  introduced  to  Thistlewood  by  his  friend 
Brunt,  to  assassinate  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
That  was  the  first  object.  He  first  gave  infor- 
mation on  the  Saturday  after.  It  was  indeed 
from  compunction.  "  My  motive  was,  gentle- 
men of  the  Jury,  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  made  a 
vow  to  God  that  I  should  tell  the  whole  truth.  I 
did  indeed  regard  it  with  horror.  I  felt  com- 
punctious visitings  before  I  was  in  custody.  It  was 
not  because  I  felt  my  neck  in  danger,  or  because  I 
thought  it  was  better  eighteen  should  be  hanged 
than  myself."  The  greatest  number  he  ever  saw 
present  was  fifteen  men.  The  greatest  sum  he 
saw  was  sixpence.  There  was  no  collection  of 
halfpence  and  pence  for  the  newspaper.  Tidd's 
was  the  dep6t.  He  saw  no  muster-roll,  and  no 
cannon-ball.  The  cannon  were  to  be  charged 
with  cartridges,  and  a  large  hammer  was  to  be 
bought  to  strike  down  the  tops  of  the  iron  pa- 
lisades, as  it  was  thought  they  would  do  more 
execution  than  balls.  The  newspaper  was  "  The 
New  Times."  Witness  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  correct.  He  had  seen  nothing  of  Edwards 
since.  He  was  employed  to  carry  a  sword,  as 
being  expert  at  it.  He  was  not  sufficiently  near 
to  have  killed  the  man  in  the  loft  with  the  sword. 
His  hand  was  not  extended.  He  could  tell  no- 
thing of  the  proceedings  that  followed.  He  went 
away,  and  did  not  deliver  himself  up,  because 
he  saw  no  officer.  He  went  home  to  abide  the 
event. 

Re-examined  in  chief. — He  said,  the  British 
army  were  at  Cambray  when  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Brunt  there. 

Another  witness  was  then  called,  but  the  Court 


TRIAL  OF   THISTLEWOOD.  157 

and  Jury  were  of  opinion,  as  it  was  half-past 
seven,  that  it  was  the  best  time  for  adjourning. 
The  Court  was  accordingly  adjourned  till  nine 
o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning. 


SECOND  DAY.— Tuesday,  April  18. 

The  Court  met  this  morning  at  nine  o'clock, 
and  the  names  of  the  Jury  having  been  called 
over,  and  Thistle  wood  and  the  other  prisoners 
being  put  to  the  bar,  the  evidence  for  the  prose- 
cution was  continued. 

Eleanor  Walker  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — 
I  am  servant  to  Henry  Rogers :  he  lives  at  No.  4, 
Fox-court,  Gray's-Inn-lane.  We  had  a  lodger 
named  Brunt.  He  occupied  two  rooms  on  the 
second  floor.  They  were  front  rooms!  In  Ja- 
nuary a  lodger  came,  introduced  by  Brunt.  This 
was  a  month  or  five  weeks  before  Brunt  was 
taken  up.  He  (Brunt)  said  the  lodger  lately 
came  from  the  country,  and  he  wanted  a  room; 
and  as  we  had  one  to  let,  he  wished  him  to  have 
it.  The  room  was  unfurnished.  He  paid  three 
shillings  a  week  for  it.  He  (the  lodger)  said  he 
might  not  bring  his  goods  in  for  a  week  or  better. 
He  never  brought  any  in  to  my  knowledge.  I  do 
not  think  I  should  know  him  again.  I  do  not 
remember  having  heard  him  called  by  his  name. 
The  room  he  took  was  a  two-pair  back  room. 

This  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 

Re-called. — While  this  person  occupied  the 
room,  I  heard  persons  frequently  go  up  stairs. 

Mary  Rogers,  the  aunt  and  mistress  of  the 
last  witness,  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — The 
room  was  let  by  my  maid  while  I  was  out.  After 
the  lodger  had  been  in  the  house  for  a  week,  I 
said  to  Mr.  Brunt,  "  You  have  brought  a  lodger." 
He  said,  "Yes,  I  have,  and  I  hope  he  will  pay 
you.      I    know  nothing  of  the   man,   but  seeing 
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him  at  a  public-house,  and  seeing  him  want  a 
room."  He  said  he  was  a  butcher  out  of  work. 
He  paid  me  for  four  or  five  weeks.  I  cannot  say 
whether  he  ever  slept  there;  he  did  not  to  my 
knowledge.  I  and  my  maid  in  the  evening  saw 
three  men  coming  up  stairs.  The  one  in  the 
middle  was  a  black  man.  The  light  from  my 
room  was  on  their  faces.  At  other  times  I 
heard  persons  going  up  stairs,  but  took  no  par- 
ticular notice. 

This  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 

Joseph  Hale,  a  young  lad,  the  apprentice  of 
Brunt,  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — I  am  ap- 
prentice to  Brunt.  I  have  served  two  years  and 
better  of  my  apprenticeship.  I  lived  with  him 
in  Fox-court.  I  remember  a  person  coming  to 
lodge  there  in  January.  His  name  was  Ings,  a 
butcher.  "  Brunt  and  he  looked  at  the  room. 
Brunt  said,  "  It  will  do ;  go  down  and  give  them  a 
shilling."  After  that  Ings  used  to  come  to  the 
room.  The  key  was  mostly  left  in  the  front 
room,  and  Ings  used  to  come  there  for  it.  Per- 
sons used  sometimes  to  come  to  the  room  before 
my  master  was  taken  up.  This  was  evety  evening. 
I  saw  different  persons.  They  were  Ings>  Tidd, 
Thistlewood,  Bradburn,  Edwards,  Hall,  Potter, 
and  Strange.  I  remember  a  man  named  Adams: 
he  came.  Davidson,  the  black  man,  came  also. 
Others  used  to  come,  but  I  do  not  recollect  them. 
They  used  to  stay  nearly  about  two  hours.  There 
was  no  furniture  in  the  room  that  ever  I  saw. 
They  used  to  take  chairs  in,  out  of  the  front 
room.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  their  conver- 
sation. They  used  to  call  Thistlewood  some- 
times T.,  his  initial,  and  sometimes  Arthur.  I 
once  saw  the  door  of  Ings's  room  open,  and 
saw  some  long  poles,  like  branches  of  trees  cut 
rough ;  I  suppose  about  twenty  of  them.  1 
sometimes  heard  hammering  and  sawing  in  the 
room.     My  master  was  taken  on  Thursday,  the 
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24th  of  February.  On  the  Sunday  before  that 
there  was  a  meeting  in  the  room.  There  were 
more  that  morning  than  ever  I  had  seen  come  up 
before.  All  the  persons  whom  I  have  named 
were  there  that  morning.  After  the  meeting  broke 
up  I  saw  Strange  in  my  master's  room.  There 
was  no  meeting  on  the  Monday  evening.  There 
was  no  meeting  on  Tuesday.  On  the  Wednesday 
there  were  several  persons  going  in  and  out. 
Some  of  them  came  into  the  front  room,  where  I 
worked.  They  got  some  pistols,  and  were  putting 
new  flints  in  them.  There  were  five  or  six  pistols. 
One  of  the  men  said  there  were  people  overlooking 
them  from  the  next  house,  and  Brunt  told  them  to 
go  to  the  back  room.  Strange  and  a  man  whom 
I  did  not  know  were  the  men  who  had  the  pistols. 
I  cannot  say  how  many  I  saw  go  in  and  out.  I 
saw  Thistlewood  that  day.  In  the  afternoon  he 
asked  me  for  a  sheet  of  writing-paper.  I  gave 
him  one.  He  took  it,  I  believe,  into  the  back 
room. 

My  master  after  this  came  out  of  the  back 
room,  and  desired  me  to  get  six  sheets  of  cartridge 
paper.  He  gave  me  sixpence.  I  bought  the 
paper  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  he  took  it  into  the 
back  room.  This  was  about  four  or  five  in  the 
afternoon.  I  heard  people  going  down  stairs 
between  five  and  six.  My  master  was  in  and  out 
several  times.  He  went  away  finally  about  six. 
There  was  a  man  went  with  him.  It  was  not  one 
of  the  men  I  used  to  see  there.  A  table  had  been 
taken  that  day  from  my  mistress's  room  to  the  back 
room.  I  wanted  the  table,  and  went  for  it.  I 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  Potter  opened  it.  There 
were  four  or  five  in  the  room  besides  Potter. 
After  my  master  was  gone,  I  saw  Tidd  between 
seven  and  eight.  Mrs.  Brunt  called  him,  and  he 
came  into  her  room.  She  showed  him  a  pike- 
head  and  a  sword.  She  asked*  him  what  she 
should   do  with  them      She  then  gave  them  to 
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him,  and  he  took  them  out  of  the  room  int®  the 
back  room.  After  this  I  heard  some  persons  go 
down  stairs.  Tidd  left  a  message,  that  if  any 
persons  called  they  should  be  sent  to  the  White 
Hart.  Some  persons  did  call  on  my  master,  and 
I  went  to  show  them  to  the  White  Hart.  Potter 
came,  and  he  went.  He  knew  the  way  himself. 
There  were  three  came  to  whom  I  shewed  the 
way. 

My  master  came  home  that  night  at  about 
nine  o'clock.  I  observed  his  dress  was  dirty. 
He  appeared  confused.  I  heard  him  say  to  his 
wife,  it  was  all  up,  or  words  to  that  effect.  He 
said  that  where  he  had  been,  a  great  many  officers 
had  come  in.  He  said  he  had  saved  his  life,  and 
that  was  all.  Just  as  he  said  this,  another  man 
came  in.  I  do  not  know  that  man.  Brunt  shook 
hands  with  him,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  who 
had  informed.  The  man  said,  no.  The  man  then 
said,  he  had  had  a  dreadful  blow  on  the  side, 
which  knocked  him  down.  Brunt  then  said, 
"There  is  something  to  be  done  yet."  After  this 
Brunt  and  the  other  man  went  away  together. 
Mrs.  Brunt  and  I  after  this  went  to  Ings's  room. 
I  saw  several  rolls  of  brown  paper  with  tar  in 
them.  I  saw  only  one  pole  remaining.  I  saw 
something  rolled  up,  and  tied  round  with  strings. 
I  understood  them  to  be  hand-grenades.  I  saw 
an  iron  pot  belonging  to  Brunt.  My  master  came 
in  about  eleven  o'clock.  He  told  me  to  get  up  in 
the  morning  as  soon  as  I  could  and  clean  his 
boots.  They  were  very  dirty.  He  called  me  in 
the  morning  at  half  past  six,  and  when  I  got  up 
he  asked  me  if  I  knew  the  Borough.  I  told  him 
yes.  He  then  asked  if  I  knew  Snow's-fields.  I 
said  no.  He  then  went  into  the  back  room  and 
put  the  things  out  of  the  cupboard  into  two 
baskets  ;  one  of  which  was  afterwards  put  into  a 
blue  apron  belonging  to  Mrs.  Brunt.  This  apron 
had  before  this  been  as  a  curtain  in  Ings's  room. 
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My  master  told  me  that  Potter  lived  in  Snow's 
fields.  When  we  had  the  baskets  ready,  two 
officers  came  in  and  took  my  master  into  custody 
I  knew  where  Tidd  lived.  He  lived  in  the  Hole- 
in-the-Wall-passage,  Brooks'-market.  Adams  lived 
next  door. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — My  master 
is  a  journeyman  shoemaker :  not  a  very  poor  man. 
Adams  is  also  a  shoemaker.     Ings  had  the  lodg- 
ings five  weeks.     I  believe  they  had  meetings 
there  every  night.     I  thought  there  were  about 
twenty  persons   there  on   the  Sunday.     I  know 
some  of  the  prisoners.     Strange  is  a  boot-seller — 
selling  boots  in  a  shop.     Edwards  was  an  artist. 
Edwards  was    there    very   often :    oftener   than 
Adams — almost  every  day.     Hall  was  a  journey- 
man tailor,  I  believe.     I  don't  know  where  he 
lives.     I  cannot  say  how  many  persons  were  there 
at  one  time  on  Wednesday.     The  baskets  used 
by  my  master  were  rush  baskets.     As  near  as  I 
can  guess  there  were  about  twenty  poles.     They 
were  branches  of  trees  in  a  green  raw  state.     1 
believe  they  kept  a  fire  in  Ings's  room.     I  do  not 
know  whether  the  poles  were  cut  up  to  light  the 
fire  or  not. 

Thomas  Smart  examined  by  Mr.  Littledale. — 
[  am  a  watchman  of  the  parish  of  St.  George, 
Hanover-square.  I  was  on  watch  on  the  south 
side  of  Grosvenor-square,  on  Tuesday  the  22d  of 
February.  I  went  there  about  eight  o'clock. 
About  half-past  eight  I  saw  four  suspicious  men 
walking  the  square.  I  thought  they  were  after 
no  good  ;  one  of  them  was  a  dark  man,  and  the 
other  a  tall  man.  I  watched  them.  They  were 
looking  down  the  areas.  Charles  Bissix's  box  is 
at  the  west  side  of  the  square. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — It  was  not 
a  very  uncommon  thing  to  see  suspicious  men 
walking  about. 

Henry  Gillan   examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. — I 
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am  a  servant  to  Mr.  Whittle,  apothecary,  at  15, 
Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square.  I  sometimes 
use  the  Rising-sun  public-house.  It  is  in  Charles- 
street,  which  runs  into  Grosvenor-square  and 
Mount-street.  I  was  there  on  Tuesday  the  22d 
of  February.  I  saw  that  short  man  (pointing  to 
the  prisoner  Brunt)  there.  There  was  a  tall  man 
with  him.  They  had  some  bread  and  cheese  and 
porter.  There  were  dominos  on  the  table,  and 
the  short  man  challenged  me  to  play  with  him.  I 
played  two  games  with  him,  and  left  the  house 
before  ten,  leaving  them  there. 

John  Hec.  Morrison  examined  by  the  Attor- 
ney-General.— 1  am  a  journeyman  cutler  to  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, in  Drury-lane.  I  remember  on  Christ- 
mas-eve a  man  brought  a  sword  to  my  master's 
shop.  The  man  was  habited  like  a  butcher.  He 
drew  the  sword  from  under  his  smock-frock, 
without  a  scabbard.  He  wished  to  have  it  ground 
sharp,  particularly  at  the  point.  He  said  to  put 
the  name  of  Inns  on  it ;  but  I  am  hard  of  hearing, 
and  it  might  be  Ings.  He  called  for  it  in  a  few 
days.  In  about  a  fortnight  he  brought  another 
sword  to  have  it  sharpened  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  much  longer  than  the  other.  [Here  the 
witness  identified  the  prisoner  Ings  as  the  man 
who  brought  the  swords.]  I  should  know  the 
swords  again. 

Edward  Simpson  examined  by  the  Attorney- 
General. — I  am  a  corporal  major  of  the  2nd 
Regiment  of  Life-Guards.  I  know  a  person  named 
Harrison.  He  was  in  the  Guards.  (Here  he 
identified  Harrison.)  He  was  discharged  in  1814. 
When  I  knew  him,  he  was  in  King-street  barracks, 
Portman-square.  He  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing them.  Part  of  the  barracks  looked  into 
Gloucester  Mews.  There  was  a  loft  with  five 
windows  looking  into  it.  There  was  hay  and 
straw  in  that  loft ;  the  windows  had  been  stopped 
up  since  the  Cato-street  business. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — I  don't 
know  how  many  men  are  in  Knightsbridge  bar- 
racks ;  they  would  hold  about  300. 

James  Aldous  examined  by  the  Attorney- 
General. — 1  am  a  pawnbroker  in  Berwick-street. 
I  know  the  prisoner  Davidson  from  his  having 
pledged  things  at  my  shop.  He  came  on  the  23d 
of  February,  in  the  morning,  and  took  a  brass- 
barrelled  blunderbuss  out  of  pledge. 

This  witness  was  not  cross-examined. 

Thomas  Hyden  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — I 
am  a  cow-keeper.  I  was  formerly  a  member  of 
a  shoemakers'  club.  I  knew  Wilson  there.  I  saw 
him  a  few  days  before  the  23d  of  February ;  he 
met  me  in  the  street,  and  made  a  proposition  to 
me.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  be  one  of  a  party 
to  destroy  his  Majesty's  Ministers ;  he  said  they 
were  waiting  for  a  cabinet  dinner,  and  that  all 
things  were  ready.  He  told  me  they  had  a  sort 
of  things  which  I  never  saw;  they  were  called  by 
the  name  of  hand-grenades, — and,  he  said,  he  de- 
pended on  me  to  be  one.  He  said  that  Mr. 
Thistlewood  would  be  glad  to  see  me,  if  I  would 
be  one.  He  said,  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  hand- 
grenades  was  to  be  put  under  the  table,  at  the 
cabinet  dinner,  with  the  fuse  alight,  and  those 
who  escaped  were  to  be  destroyed  by  the  sword 
or  some  other  weapon.  He  also  said  that  fires 
were  to  be  lighted,  and  the  town  to  be  kept  in 
confusion  for  several  days,  till  the  thing  became 
general.  He  named  some  houses.  Lord  Har- 
rowby's,  Lord  Castlereagh's,  Lord  Wellington's, 
Lord  Sidmouth's,  the  Bishop  of  London's,  and 
several  others  which  I  do  not  remember.  I  told 
him  I  would  make  one.  This  was,  I  believe,  four 
or  five  days  before  the  Cato-street  business.  Be- 
fore that  I  went  to  Lord  Harrowby's.  I  do  not 
remember  the  day.  I  followed  his  Lordship  in 
the  park.  I  gave  him  a  note.  On  Wednesday, 
the  23d,    I  saw  Wilson  again.     I   believe  it  wa« 
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between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  I 
met  him  in  Manchester-street,  Manchester-square. 
He  said,  "  Hyden,  you  are  the  very  man  I  wanted 
to  see."  I  asked  him  what  there  was  going  to 
be;  and  he  said,  there  was  to  be  a  cabinet  dinner 
at  Lord  Harrowby's,  Grosvenor-square.  He  told 
me  I  was  to  go  to  the  Horse  and  Groom  public- 
house,  the  corner  of  Cato-street.  I  was  to  go  in 
there,  or  otherwise  I  was  to  wait  at  the  corner 
until  I  was  shoved  into  a  stable  close  by.  I  asked 
him  the  hour,  and  he  said  about  half  past  five  or 
a  quarter  before  six.  I  then  asked  him  how 
many  there  were  to  be,  and  he  said  twenty  or 
thirty.  I  asked  him,  was  that  all  there  was  going 
to  be  ?  and  he  said,  there  was  to  be  another 
party  in  the  Borough,  another  in  Gray's  Inn-lane, 
and  another  in  Gee's-court,  or  in  the  city.  He 
said,  all  Gee's-court  were  in  it ;  but  they  would 
not  act  till  after  the  English  began,  as  they  had  so 
often  deceived  them  before.  Gee's-court  is  inha- 
bited by  Irish.  It  is  at  the  St.  Giles's  end  oi 
Oxford-street.  He  also  said  there  was  a  gentle- 
man's servant  supporting  them  with  money ;  and, 
if  they  would  act  on  the  subject,  he  would  give 
them  a  great  deal  more.  He  asked  me  if  I  had 
a  gun ;  and  I  said  yes,  but  it  was  only  a  rubbishing 
one.  He  then  said  they  would  provide  me  with 
a  gun,  and  something  to  work  with.  There  were, 
he  also  said,  two  pieces  of  cannon  in  Gray's  Inn- 
lane,  which  they  could  get  by  breaking  in  a  small 
door.  He  said  there  were  four  pieces  of  cannon 
in  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  they  could  be  very 
easily  taken,  by  killing  the  sentinel.  After  they 
left  Grosvenor-square,  they  were  to  meet  near  the 
Mansion-house.  I  was  told  to  come  to  my  time, 
or  the  thing  would  be  done  before  I  came. 

I  went  to  John-street  that  evening;  it  was 
nearly  seven  o'clock.  The  entrance  to  Cato-street 
is  a  little  gateway  from  John-street.  When  I  got 
there  I  saw  Wilson  and  Davidson ;  I  had  seen  him 
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(Davidson)  before.  Davidson  said  I  was  come, 
and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go  in.  I  said  no,  as  I 
was  going  somewhere  else  to  look  for  some 
cream.  He  said  if  I  would  go  in,  Mr.  Thistle- 
wood  was  there.  I  asked  him  what  time  I  should 
be  there,  and  he  said  eight  o'clock.  If  I  were 
not  there  in  time,  he  said,  I  was  to  follow  them 
down  to  Grosvenor-square,  and,  at  the  fourth 
house  from  the  corner,  at  the  bottom  of  the  square, 
I  should  find  them. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — I  am  not 
certain  whether  the  first  conversation  I  had  with 
Wilson  was  before  the  Sunday,  before  the  Cato- 
street  business.  I  am  not  quite  certain.  It  was 
four  or  five  days  before.  I  am  not  able  to  say 
what  day  I  gave  the  information  to  Lord  Har- 
rowby.  It  might  be  a  day  or  two  before  I  saw 
Wilson  in  Manchester-street.  The  conversation 
with  Wilson  was  in  Manchester-street ;  we  were 
walking  up  and  down  the  street. 

A  note  was  here  put  into  witness's  hand,  which 
he  said  was  the  one  given  by  him  to  Lord  Har- 
rowby.     It  was  in  his  own  hand-writing. 

Cross  examined. — The  reason  why  1  gave  the 
note  to  Lord  Harrowby  was,  because  I  could  not 
see  Lord  Castlereagh. — I  did  not  call  at  Lord 
Castlereagh's  house,  but  I  went  three  or  four 
times  near  the  house,  in  order  to  see  him.  I  did 
not  see  him,  and  then  I  gave  the  note  to  Lord 
Harrowby.  I  am  certain  that  in  Wilson's  con- 
versation with  me,  the  words,  "  His  Majesty's 
Ministers,"  were  used. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  examined  from  the 
bench  by  the  Attorney- General. — I  reside  in 
Grosvenor-square,  on  the  south  side,  near  Charles- 
street,  next  door  to  the  Archbishop  of  York's.  I 
am  a  Privy-Councillor,  and  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  I  am  President  of  the  Council,  and 
one  of  the  Cabinet.  On  the  23d  of  February 
last,  I  intended  giving  a  cabinet  dinner;    I  think 
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it  was  on  Wednesday,  the  23d.  Only  those  wh* 
compose  the  Cabinet  are  invited  to  Cabin* 
dinners.  I  believe  the  invitations  went  out  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  before,  but  my  head 
servant  can  speak  to  that  more  correctly.  Invi- 
tations were  sent  to  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  to  the 
Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury ; 
to  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  to  Earl  Bathurst,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonial  department;  to  Lord  Sidmouth, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department ; 
to  Lord  Castlereagh,  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  ;  the  Duke  of  Well.'  lgton,  Master 
General  of  the  Ordnance ;  Mr.  Canning,  the 
First  Commissioner  of  the  India  Board ;  Mr. 
Robinson,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade ;  Mr. 
B.  Bathurst,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster; Mr.  Wellesley  Pole,  the  Master  of  the 
Mint ;  and  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave ;  all  these  are 
Privy-Councillors.  They  are  employed  in  the 
different  offices  I  have  mentioned,  and  also  form 
what  is  called  the  Cabinet.  In  common  par- 
lance they  are  called  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 
On  the  Tuesday  before  the  intended  dinner,  I 
was  riding  in  the  Park  without  a  servant.  It  was 
about  two  o'clock.  I  went  to  a  Council  at  Carlton- 
House.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  hour.  As  I 
came  near  Grosvenor-gate  a  person  met  me,  and 
asked  me  if  1  was  Lord  Harrowby.  I  said,  yes. 
He  said  he  wished  to  give  a  note  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  which  was  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  him  and  to  myself.  He  then  gave  me 
a  letter.  After  some  fuirther  conversation,  he 
gave  me  a  card,  with  his  address.  I  saw  the 
man  again  by  appointment  on  Wednesday 
morning  in  the  ring,  among  the  young  plantations 
in  Hyde-Park.  The  dinner  did  not  take  place  at 
my  house  on  Wednesday.  The  preparation* 
went  on  as  if  the  parties  were  to  dine  togethe 
until  I  wrote  a  note  from  the  Earl  of  Liverpool 
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to  my  head  servant,  to  say  the  Cabinet  would  not 
dine  there.  It  would  be  seven,  or  half  past,  at 
which  the  party  would  dine. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — I  had  some 
general  knowledge  of  some  conspiracy,  or  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  going  on  before  this.  I  do  not 
know  a  person  named  Edwards.  We  had  some 
general  information  a  considerable  time  before 
this,  that  some  plan  was  in  agitation,  but  we  did 
not  know  the  time  at  which  it  was  to  take  place, 
or  the  particulars.  I  will  not  say  to  two  months. 
It  was  some  considerable  time  before  this. 

Jo mx  Baker  examined  by  the  Attorney-Ge- 
neral.— I  am  butler  to  Lord  Harrowby.  The 
cards  of  invitation  were  issued  for  the  cabinet 
dinner  on  the  18th  or  19th.  It  was  about  eight 
in  the  evening  of  the  23d  when  I  first  knew  that 
the  Cabinet  were  not  to  dine  at  my  Lord  Har- 
rowby's.  The  preparations  for  it  went  on  till 
then.  The  Archbishop  of  York  lives  next  door  to 
my  Lord  Harrowby's.  I  can't  say  whether  his 
grace  had  company  on  the  23d  of  February.  I 
noticed  several  carriages  draw  up  at  his  door. 

John  Monument  examined  by  the  Solicitor- 
General. — I  am  by  trade  a  shoemaker.  I  gene- 
rally live  near  Brooks'-market,  but  I  am  now  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower.  I  know  the  prisoner  This- 
tle wood.  I  met  him  at  the  house  of  one  Ford 
some  weeks  before  the  transactions  of  the  23d  of 
February.  He  afterwards  called  upon  me  at  my 
lodgings.  He  was  not  alone.  Brunt  was  with 
him.  He  told  me  that  he  wanted  to  speak  with 
me  in  private.  In  consequence  I  went  out  of  the 
room  with  him,  my  mother  and  brother  being  at 
that  time  in  the  room  with  me.  Brunt  staid 
behind  when  I  went  out.  Thistlewood  then  said 
to  me,  "  Great  events  are  now  close  at  hand — 
the  people  are  every  where  anxious  for  a  change. 
He  had  been   promised  support  by  a  great  many 
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men,  who  had  deceived  him,  but  he  had  now  got 
men  who  would  stand  by  him." 

He  then  asked  me  if  I  had  any  arms.  I  said, 
"  No,  I  had  not."  He  said,  that  every  man  of 
them,  that  is,  of  those  who  were  attached  to  him, 
had  arms,  pikes,  pistols,  or  sabres ;  and  added, 
that  I  might  buy  a  pistol  for  four  or  five  shillings. 
I  said  that  I  was  too  poor  to  buy  one.  He  replied, 
that  if  such  were  the  case,  he  would  see  what 
could  be  done  for  me.  Brunt  called  upon  me 
again  in  four  or  five  days.  He  said,  that  he  could 
not  stay  long  with  me ;  there  were  several  more 
men  of  his  trade  waiting  to  see  him  on  this  busi- 
ness, and  he  must  call  on  them.  I  did  not  see 
him  afterwards  for  some  time.  He  called,  how- 
ever, again  upon  me  on  the  Tuesday  previous  to 
the  23d.  I  then  told  him  that  I  thought  I  had 
lost  him,  as  he  had  staid  away  so  very  long.  He 
replied,  that  owing  to  the  King's  death,  an  alte- 
ration had  taken  place  in  their  plans.  I  asked 
what  those  plans  were.  He  said  that  I  should 
know  them  better  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  the 
night  afterwards,  than  he  could  tell  me.  I  asked 
him  where  the  meeting  was  to  be.  He  said  at 
Tyburn-turnpike.  He  did  not  tell  me  what  was 
to  be  done  there. 

I  asked  him  if  I  was  to  see  any  persons  there 
how  I  was  to  know  them  as  friends,  and  requested 
him  to  give  me  the  word.  Brunt  then  told  me, 
that  if  I  saw  any  persons  about,  I  was  to  say 
B-U-T ;  and  if  they  were  friends,  they  would  say 
T-O-N.  He  would,  however,  call  on  me  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  and  tell  me  more  particulars. 

On  the  Wednesday  afternoon,  between  four 
and  five,  he  did  call  again :  he  came  by  himself. 
He  called  me  down  stairs,  and  asked  me  if  I  was 
ready  to  go.  I  said,  "  No,  I  have  got  some 
work  to  do,  and  it  must  be  done  before  I  go.'' 
He  asked  me  how  long  it  would  be  before  it  was 
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finished.  I  said,  that  it  would  be  done  about  six 
o'clock.  He  then  said,  that  he  could  not  wait  for 
me  so  long — that  I  must  therefore  come  to  the 
place  appointed  along  with  the  man  to  whom  lie 
had  introduced  me ;  that  man's  name  was  Tidd. 
He  charged  me  not  to  be  later  than  six  o'clock,  as 
Tidd  had  others  as  well  as  myself,  to  take  with 
him  to  the  place  of  meeting. 

I  went  to  Tidd's  at  half-past  six,  who  com- 
plained that  many  men  had  disappointed  him. 
We  waited  till  seven,  but  no  person  came.  Tidd 
then  went  into  a  corner  of  the  room,  took  out  a 
large  pistol,  and  stuck  it  in  a  belt,  which  he  wore 
round  his  waist.  He  also  took  out  four  or  five 
pike-heads,  which  he  wrapped  up  in  brown  paper. 
He  took  also  several  shafts,  four  or  five  feet  long. 
We  then  went  out,  along  Holborn,  and  up  Oxford- 
street.  I  asked  him,  in  his  room,  where  we  were 
going.  He  said  to  a  room  in  a  mews  in  John- 
street,  Edgware-road.  When  we  got  into  Holborn, 
he  gave  me  the  pike-shafts,  and  told  me  to  take 
care  of  them.  I  asked  him  again,  as  we  were 
going  along,  where  we  were  going ;  and  wanted 
to  know  whether  it  was  to  the  House  of  Commons. 
He  said,  "  No,  there  were  too  many  soldiers  near 
there."  I  again  pressed  him  on  the  subject,  and 
he  said  that  they  were  going  to  Grosvenor-square, 
as  there  was  a  cabinet  dinner  there  that  evening. 
I  did  not  ask  him  any  more  questions  ;  for  on  his 
saying  that,  I  was  satisfied  for  what  purpose  they 
were  going. 

We  then  went  to  Cato- street.  Under  the  arch- 
way I  saw  two  men,  whom  Tidd  appeared  to 
know.  He  spoke  to  them ;  and,  after  a  few 
moments  we  all  went  into  the  stable  together. 
There  were  in  the  loft  and  stable  about  twenty- 
four  or  twenty-five  persons.  I  had  not  been 
there  long  when  some  one  proposed  to  count  the 
numbers  assembled.  Thistlewood  replied,  that 
there  was  no  occasion  to  do  so,  as  he  knew  that. 
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there  were  about  four  or  five  and  twenty  persons 
in  the  room.  There  was  a  person  in  a  brown 
great  coat  sitting  on  a  carpenter's  bench,  who 
spoke  of  the  impropriety  of  going  with  so  small  a 
number  to  Lord  Harrowby's.  Thistlewood  re- 
plied, there  were  quite  enough  of  them.  He  only 
wanted  thirteen  to  go  into  the  room,  and  sup- 
posing Lord  Harrowby  to  have  sixteen  servants, 
that  number  would  be  quite  enough  to  master 
them. 

The  man  in  the  brown  coat  said,  "  After  we  have 
done,  there  will  be  a  crowd  about  the  door,  how 
are  we  to  make  our  escape  ?"  Thistlewood  said, 
"  You  know  the  larger  body  is  already  gone  to 
arrange  matters  ;  we,  the  smaller,  are  left  to  do 
the  business/'  Davidson  then  blamed  the  tall 
man  in  the  brown  great  coat  for  throwing  cold 
water  on  the  plan,  and  added,  that  if  he  was 
afraid,  he  might  as  well  go  away.  Brunt  said, 
"  Rather  than  give  up  the  business,  I  will  go  to 
the  house  and  blow  it  up,  though  I  perish  myself 
in  the  ruins,  for  you  know  we  have  got  that  which 
can  easily  do  it."  The  man  in  the  great  coat 
then  said,  as  they  were  all  for  it,  he  would  not 
oppose  it.  He  then  proposed  that  all  in  the  room 
should  put  themselves  under  the  orders  of  This- 
tlewood. Upon  which  Thistlewood  said,  that  all 
engaged  in  the  business  were  equal,  and  should 
have  the  same  honour  as  himself,  and  proposed 
that  fourteen  should  volunteer  to  go  into  the  room 
at  Lord  Harrowby's.  Those  that  volunteered 
were  to  range  themselves  on  the  side  in  which  the 
fire-place  stood.  They  did  so  in  the  course  of  a 
few  minutes.  Whether  they  were  exactly  fourteen 
I  don't  know. 

I  heard  nothing  said  of  what  the  rest  were  to 
do.  On  somebody  asking  that  question,  Thistle- 
wood replied,  that  they  all  knew  their  places. 
Thistlewood  then  went  out  for  a  few  moments. 
On  his  return,  he  said  that  he  had  received  intel- 
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ligence  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Lord 
Sidmouth  had  arrived  at  Lord  Harrowby's.  I  was 
myself  taken  into  custody  in  the  room. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — I  never 
saw  Thistlewood  till  I  saw  him  at  Ford's.  I  at- 
tended at  the  meeting  in  Finsbury-market.  I  was 
so  far  off  that  1  could  not  tell  whether  Thistle- 
wood  was  there,  nor  even  the  purpose  of  the 
meeting.  There  was  no  particular  acquaintance  at 
that  time  between  me  and  Thistlewood.  1  did  not 
then  know  Brunt  or  Edwards.  There  was  a  long 
interval  between  my  first  and  second  conversation 
with  Brunt.  I  thought  that  they  had  done  with 
me,  finding  me  so  reluctant  to  join  in  their  mea- 
sures. The  man  in  the  brown  coat  was  not 
Adams.  I  have  seen  Adams  since,  at  Hicks's 
Hall.  The  room  was  much  crowded — the  parties 
in  it  were  eating  bread  and  cheese.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  saw  Adams  before  I  saw  him  at 
Hicks's  Hall.  I  recollect  the  prisoner  Davidson 
from  his  colour.  If  any  person  had  addressed 
them  besides  the  man  in  the  brown  coat,  I  must 
have  heard  him.  I  was  taken  in  the  room  when 
the  soldiers  came.  I  had  no  arms.  I  made  no 
resistance. 

Re-examined  by  the  Solicitor-General. — I  was 
nearly  the  last  person  who  entered  the  room.  I 
was  there  nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
officers  came.  I  was  unacquainted  with  every 
person  in  the  room  except  Thistlewood,  Brunt, 
and  Tidd.  It  was  candlelight.  On  the  bench 
were  swords,  pistols,  and  blunderbusses.  When 
I  was  brought  up  to  Whitehall,  I  was  handcuffed 
to  Thistlewood  ;  who  advised  me,  when  I  came 
before  the  Privy- Council,  to  say  that  I  had  been 
brought  to  Cato-street  by  Edwards.  I  asked  him 
how  I  could  tell  such  a  falsehood,  when  I  had 
never  seen  such  a  man  as  Edwards  in  my  life 
He  said  that  was  of  no  consequence.  If  asked  what 
sort  of  a  man  he  was,  I  was  to  sav,  he  was  a  little 
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taller  than  myself,  and  dressed  in  a  brown 
coat. 

By  a  Juryman. — I  have  had  no  communication 
with  Adams  since  my  apprehension. 

By  the  Solicitor- General. — I  never  saw  him  ex- 
cept when  I  was  brought  up  as  a  witness  to 
HickVs  Hall. 

Thomas  Monument. — I  am  brother  to  the 
last  witness.  I  remember  Thistlewood  calling 
upon  my  brother.  He  brought  Brunt  with  him. 
They  did  not  stay  in  the  room  more  than  five  or 
ten  minutes.  Thistlewood  then  asked  my  brother 
if  he  might  speak  with  him.  On  my  brother's 
replying  yes,  they  went  out  together  for  ten 
minutes.  They  then  returned ;  and  Brunt  and 
Thistlewood  went  away. 

On  the  Tueday  before  the  Cato-street  busi- 
ness, Brunt  called  again  on  my  brother,  with  a 
man  named  Tidd.  My  brother  said,  "  Brunt,  I 
have  not  seen  you  for  so  long  a  time,  that  I  thought 
1  had  lost  you."  Brunt  said,  "  The  King's  death 
had  made  some  alteration  in  our  plans."  My 
brother  asked  what  those  plans  were.  Brunt 
said,  they  had  different  objects  in  view.  Brunt 
asked  my  brother  to  meet  him  at  Tyburn-turnpike 
that  evening,  when  an  outline  of  their  plan  should 
be  given  to  him.  Brunt  said  that  he  ought  to  be 
there  at  six  o'clock  :  if  he  saw  any  persons  about, 
he  should  say,  B-u-t,  and  if  they  were  of  their 
party  they  would  say,  t-o-n.  They  did  not  press 
me  to  go,  but  spoke  only  to  my  brother.  I  did 
not  go.  Brunt  called  at  five  the  next  evening  for 
my  brother  to  go.  He  said,  he  could  not  go  then, 
as  we  had  work  to  do.  Brunt  then  bade  my 
brother  call  on  Tidd,  at  the  Hole-in-the-walJ 
passage,  at  seven.  He  did  so,  as  I  was  in- 
formed. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — Not  sus- 
pecting that  any  mischief  was  going  on,  I  was  not 
anxious  to  know   to  what  the  conversation  of  my 


TRIAL    OF    THISTLEWOOD.  173 

brother  and   Brunt   referred.     I  thought  that  it 
might  perhaps  relate  to  some  club-dinner. 

Thomas  Dwyer  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — I 
live  in  Cheese-court,  Oxford-street.  Some  time 
in  February  I  became  acquainted  with  Davidson. 
He  introduced  me  to  Thistlewood.  We  went  to- 
gether to  a  public- house  at  the  end  of  Molyneux- 
street,  not  far  from  Cato-street.  This  might  be 
about  the  9th,  10th,  or  11th  of  February.  This- 
tlewood said  nothing  particular  to  me  at  that 
time.  He  observed,  that  he  had  been  in  four  or 
five  revolutions,  and  that  Ireland  was  in  a  dis- 
turbed state.  I  am  an  Irishman.  Thistlewood 
said,  that  he  had  .a  good  many  of  my  countrymen 
with  him.     He  pressed  me  to  go  with  him  also. 

I  saw  Davidson  on  the  night  before  the  23d. 
He  told  me  that  he  was  going  to  stand  sentry. 
The  next  morning  I  was  called  upon  by  a  per- 
son, who  took  me  to  Fox-court,  Gray's  Inn-lane. 
He  was  a  tall  man,  and  his  name  is  Harrison. 
We  went  into  a  two-pair  back  room ;  the  room 
door  was  locked.  He  knocked  at  another  door, 
and  a  woman  gave  him  the  key.  He  opened  the 
door,  and  we  entered. 

There  was  a  cupboard  in  the  room,  out  of  which 
was  taken  a  ball,  wrapped  up  in  yarn.     Harrison 
told  me  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  called    it    a    grenade.      Shortly   afterwards 
Thistlewood,  Davidson,  and  a  few  more,  came  in. 
Davidson  had  a  blunderbuss,  a  pair  of  pistols,  and 
a  bayonet,  in  his  side  pocket.     Others  also  came 
in,  but  I   did  not  know  their  names.     [The  wit- 
ness was  here  told  to  look  into  the  dock,  and  see 
f  he  could  identify  any  of  the  prisoners  as  being- 
hen    present.      He   instantly    identified    Brunt.] 
Jn    Davidson's  saying  that  he  had   only    given 
welve  shillings  for    his   pistols,   Brunt   said  he 
would  go  out  and  buy  a  pair. 

I  had  some  conversation  with  Thistlewood 
about  the  hand-grenades.     Thistlewood  said,  that 
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some  of  them  were  to  be  thrown  into  the  horse- 
barracks,  and  others  into  Lord  Harrowbys  house, 
to  set  fire  to  it,  and  blow  it  up.  Thistlewood 
asked  me  how  many  of  my  countrymen  I  could 
muster,  as  he  should  want  some  of  them  at  half- 
past  eight  that  evening.  I  told  him  that  I  could 
muster  about  twenty- six  or  twenty-seven.  He 
told  me  that  they,  meaning  himself  and  friends, 
were  to  assemble  at  the  Horse  and  Groom ;  and 
ordered  me  to  be  at  the  Pontefract  Castle,  at  the 
end  of  Barret's-court,  a  house  much  frequented 
by  Irishmen.  He  told  me  that  I  was  to  pick  out 
the  best  of  my  countrymen,  and  go  to  the  Found- 
ling Hospital,  knock  at  the  porter's  lodge,  put  a 
pistol  to  his  breast,  and  turn  on  to  the  right 
hand,  as  there  were  twenty-five  or  twenty-six 
stand  of  arms  in  the  other  lodge :  these  I  was  to 
seize.  At  the  same  time  another  party  would 
secure  two  pieces  of  cannon  which  were  in  the 
Light  Horse  Riding-School,  Gray's  Inn-lane. 
Another  party  was  in  the  meantime  to  go  to  the 
Artillery-ground,  Finsbury,  and  seize  what  was 
there.  He  also  mentioned  that  there  was  to  be 
a  cabinet  dinner  at  Lord  Harrowby's,  and  that 
the  party  there  were  to  be  attacked. 

After  this,  I  saw  a  bundle,  containing  gun- 
powder, taken  out  and  laid  upon  the  floor;  a 
tin  measure  was  produced,  and  several  smaller 
woollen  bags  were  filled  with  it.  This  was  done 
by  Harrison.  I  afterwards  heard  Thistlewood 
give  directions  generally  to  them  all.  He  said 
that  a  dozen  pike-handles  were  to  be  taken  to 
Mary-le-bone,  some  others  to  Finsbury,  and  some 
elsewhere.  I  was  asked,  but  refused,  to  take 
some  of  them.  I  saw  a  bag;  and  the  powder 
which  had  been  measured  out,  and  also  the  gre- 
nades, were  put  into  it. 

I  heard  directions  given  to  a  man  by  Harrison, 
to  take  something  to  the  Horse  and  Groom,  at 
the    end     of   Cato-street.       Iu    the     mean    time 
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another  person  went  out  to  get  the  pike-handles. 
I  got  back  to  my  own  place  at  twelve  o'clock. 
I  told  Major  James  of  what  I  had  seen  and  heard  : 
in  consequence  of  what  he  said,  I  went  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  about  one,  or  half-past  one 
o'clock  that  day. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — I  am  a 
bricklayer  by  trade.  I  never,  before  the  month 
of  February,  saw  Davidson.  Davidson  intro- 
duced me  to  Thistlewood  on  the  ninth  of  that 
month.  They  did  not  know  me,  and  I  did  not 
know  them,  yet  I  was  let  into  their  secrets  on 
the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February.  I  have 
lived  fifteen  years  in  the  parish  of  Mary-le-bone, 
with  a  good  character,  and  yet  all  of  a  sudden  a 
band  of  traitors  intrusted  me  with  their  traitorous 
designs.  I  told  them  that  it  was  a  hard  thing 
to  inveigle  men  into  a  scheme  like  theirs,  and 
doubted  whether  I  should  be  able  to  accomplish 
it.  Though  I  expressed  this  doubt,  I  was  sent 
to  the  Foundling  Hospital  to  take  the  arms.  I 
acceded  to  their  proposal  at  the  time,  but  had 
no  intention  of  executing  it.  I  do  not  know  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Hugglestone.  I  never  was 
in  a  court  before,  except  on  the  trial  of  a  woman 
for  stealing.  I  was  in  Ireland  at  the  time  of  the 
rebellion.     I  cannot  tell  how  old  I  was  then. 

George  Kaylock  examined  by  Mr.  Littledale. 
I  live  at  22,  Cato-street.  I  saw  Harrison  and 
another  against  the  stable-door  in  Cato-street,  at 
five  o'clock  on  the  23d  February.  I  asked 
Harrison  how  he  did.  He  replied,  pretty  well ; 
he  had  taken  two  rooms  there,  and  was  going  to 
do  them  up.  Between  five  and  seven  o'clock  I 
saw  more  than  twenty  people  go  in  at  the  stable- 
door. 

Richard  Monday  examined  by  Mr.  Lit- 
tledale.— I  live  at  23,  Cato-street.  About  twenty 
minutes  after  four,  on  the  23d,  as  I  was  coming 
from  rny  work,   I  saw   Davidson   standing  under 
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the  archway.  I  knew  Davidson,  from  seeing  him 
with  Firth,  the  cow-keeper.  I  went  home  and 
got  my  tea.  I  came  out  again  at  twenty  minutes 
past  five,  and  went  to  a  public-house.  On  leaving 
it,  I  saw  Davidson  going  into  No.  1  for  a  light. 
In  going  into  the  stable,  into  which  Harrison  ad- 
mitted him,  he  stooped  for  a  bundle,  and  I  then 
observed  that  he  had  two  belts  on,  one  across  his 
shoulder,  and  the  other  round  his  waist ;  in  that 
round  his  waist,  on  the  left  side,  two  pistols  were 
inserted ;  on  the  other  a  sword  was  suspended, 
which  jutted  out  considerably.  The  place  where 
they  met  is  a  stable,  belonging  to  General  Wat- 
son ;  it  has  lately  been  used  as  a  cow-house  by 
Firth.  There  is  a  chaise-house,  and  a  stable 
below,  and  a  loft,  with  two  rooms  above.  One 
of  these  rooms  has  a  window,  the  other  is  cbark. 
I  observed,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  that 
something  like  a  coarse  matting  was  hung  over 
the  windows,  and  the  partition  in  the  stable- 
yard. 

Elizabeth  "Weston.  — I  live  at  No.  1,  Cato- 
street.  About  three  o'clock  I  saw  a  man  go  into 
the  stable  with  a  sack  on  his  shoulder.  About 
six  o'clock  I  went  out,  and  saw  a  man  of  colour 
standing  by  the  stable.  I  was  much  alarmed  by 
that  circumstance,  thinking  that  the  stable  was 
unoccupied.  I  was  out  ten  minutes.  Shortly 
after  I  returned,  the  man  of  colour  came  into  my 
house,  and  asked  me  for  a  light.  I  gave  him  a 
light.  He  then  went  back  to  the  stable  where  I 
had  seen  him  at  first. 

George  Ruthven,  the  police-officer,  was  then 
examined  by  Mr.  Bolland. 

I  went,  on  the  23d  of  February,  to  Cato-street. 
Three  others  were  to  meet  me  there.  When  we 
were  all  assembled  we  were  about  twelve  of  us 
I  went  into  the  stable,  and  saw  a  man  with  a 
sword  by  his  side,  and  a  blunderbuss  on  his 
shoulder.     I  saw    one    man  below,  and  I  have 
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some  faint  recollection  that  I  saw  another.  The 
whole  of  my  party  followed  me  into  the  stable. 
On  seeing  the  man  with  the  blunderbuss  on  his 
shoulder,  I  told  some  of  the  party  to  secure  him. 
I  went  up  a  ladder,  which  led  to  a  loft. 

When  I  got  there  I  saw  several  men ;  heard  the 
clattering  of  arms,  and  saw  swords  and  pistols. 
Three  or  four  of  my  party  went  up  with  me.  I 
am  sure  that  Ellis  and  Smithers  were  with  me. 
From  the  view  which  I  had  of  the  place,  I  think 
there  were  24  or  25  persons  present.  The  size 
of  that  room  is  15  feet,  five  one  way,  and  ten  feet 
ten  the  other.  There  are  two  rooms  adjoining 
this,  separated  by  doors.  When  I  got  into  the 
room,  I  said,  "  we  are  officers ;  seize  their  arms." 
I  saw  in  the  room  Tliistlewood,  whom  I  have 
known  for  four  or  five  years. 

Thistlewood  was  standing,  at  the  time  we  en- 
tered, at  the  right  hand  side  of  the  table,  near  the 
door  of  the  little  room.  On  my  saying,  "  We 
are  officers/'  he  seized  a  sword,  which  was  drawn, 
and  retreated  to  the  little  room.  The  sword  was 
a  very  long  one,  and  rather  bright.  He  stood  in 
the  entry  of  the  door  fencing,  to  prevent  any  one's 
approach.  Smithers  approached  him.  Thistle- 
wood  stabbed  him,  and  Smithers  fell,  saying, 
"  Oh,  my  God !  I'm  done,"  or  something  to  that 
effect.  Somebody  from  the  corner  of  the  room 
where   Thistlewood    stood    said,    "  Put   out  the 

lights— kill  the  b rs,  and  throw  them  down 

stairs."  The  lights  were  then  put  out ;  I  joined  in 
their  cry  of  "  kill  them,"  and  rushed  down  stairs. 

I  did  not  observe  any  thing  till  I  got  into  John- 
street,  where  I  met  the  soldiers,  whom  I  brought. 
Several  shots  were  fired  from  the  corner  of  the 
room  where  Thistlewood  was  standing;  1  think 
down  the  stairs.  On  arriving  a  second  time  at  the 
stable,  1  met  Tidd  grappling  with  one  of  the  mili- 
tary. I  secured  him.  I  was  afterwards  in  the 
public-house,  (Horse  and  Groom)  and  saw  Brad- 
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burn  brought  in.  On  him  were  found  six  ball- 
cartridges  and  three  balls.  Davidson  and  Wilson 
were  brought  in.  Davidson  sang  a  song.  I  then 
went  back  to  the  loft,  and  found  there,  Shaw 
Strange,  Cooper,  Monument,  and  Bradburn.  I 
saw  arms  in  the  hands  of  several  persons.  I  found 
two  swords  and  a  bag.  The  bag  contained  ten 
hand-grenades.  I  also  found  balls  and  fusees. 
They  were  brought  to  Bow-street,  and  remained 
since  in  possession  of  an  officer.  Afterwards  I 
went  to  the  Horse  and  Groom.  I  had  seen  Cooper 
there,  with  a  stick,  and  Gilchrist  came  back  for  it, 
but  did  not  get  it.     I  observed  it  cut. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — Thistle- 
wood  had  not  been  much  out  of  sight  since  Wat- 
son's trial.  Witness  had  seen  him  five  or  six 
times.  He  had  a  motive  for  it.  It  was  not  for 
this  purpose,  that  he  was  aware  of.  There  were 
four  or  five  Edwardses,  officers  with  him,  but  he 
was  not  aware  that  Edwards,  who  had  been  con- 
cerned in  this  business,  was  connected  with  any 
of  them.  He  knew  nothing  further,  than  that  he 
was  directed  to  watch  Thistlewood. 

James  Ellis,  by  the  Attorney-General. — Went 
with  the  other  officers  to  Cato-street  on  the  23d  of 
Februarv  ;  he  went  in  immediately  after  Ruthven. 
He  saw  two  men,  one  having  on  two  cross-belts ; 
either  in  his  right  or  left  holding  a  carbine,  in  the 
other  a  sword.  Witness  observed,  that  he  was 
a  man  of  colour.  The  other  person  was  between 
the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  the  stall  next  to  it,  for 
there  were  three.  He  followed  Ruthven  up  as 
close  as  he  could.  Tht  man  of  colour  said  some- 
thing ending  with  "  men."  He  heard  the  men 
above  rushing  back  behind  the  carpenter's  table, 
and  a  noise  like  fencing  with  swords.  There 
might  be  twenty  or  twenty-five  men.  Ruthven 
said,  "  We  are  officers,  seize  their  arms,  or  sur*. 
render  your  arms." 

Witness  had  not  known  Thistlewood  before. 
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but  lie  was  satisfied  it  was  he  who  menaced  with 
the  sword.     Witness  had  before  held  forward  his 
staff  of  office  ;  he  now  presented  a  pistol,  and  de- 
sired him  to  desist,  or  he  would  fire.     Smithers 
then  gained  the  top  of  the  ladder,  and  advanced 
towards  the  little  room.     Thistlewood  struck  him 
with  the  sword  near  the  breast.     Smithers  fell 
back,   held   up  his  hands,   and   exclaimed,    "  O, 
God  !"     Witness  fired  on  Thistlewood,   and  Smi- 
thers staggered  towards  him.     The  candles  were 
put  out,  and  the  witness  was  forced  down.     He 
stood  at  the  door  to  the  street.     Several  shots 
were  fired  :  some  balls  passed  him.     On  going  out 
he  heard  a  cry.     Saw    a  man  running  towards 
Queen-street,  with  belts  on.     He  secured  him.    It 
was  Davidson,  the  man  of  colour.     He  had  a  car- 
bine in  the  one  hand,  and  a  sword  in  the  other. 
He  afterwards  assisted  in  securing  four,  to  whom 
he  could  not  speak  positively. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — He  was  a 
constable,  and  had  the  warrant.  He  had  a  part  in 
conducting  the  officers;  but  Mr.  Ruthven  was 
there. 

William  Westcott  had  part  in  conducting 
the  patrol  at  Bow-street,  and  was  a  constable. 
He  was  down  in  the  stable  the  whole  time,  and 
heard  firing  on  the  loft.  He  saw  Ings  in  the 
stable,  who  wanted  to  rush  out,  while  the  other 
officers  were  up.  Witness  and  Ings  had  a 
contest.  There  was  terrible  confusion  in  the 
loft ;  some  came  tumbling  down,  and  some  singly. 
He  knew  Thistlewood.  There  was  a  light. 
Thistlewood  fired  at  witness.  Three  holes  were 
in  his  hat  by  balls.  Witness  rushed  towards 
Thistlewood,  when  he  was  struck  down.  This- 
tlewood then  made  a  cut  at  him  with  a  sword,  and 
ran  out.  Witness  was  wounded  in  the  back  of  his 
hand  with  one  of  the  balls,  as  he  had  held  up  his 
hand  to  protect  his  head. 

Hugh   Nixon,  one  of  the  Bow-street  officers, 

...  . »  ** 
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saw  Ruthven,  Ellis,  and  the  deceased  go  up  the 
ladder.  He  went  up,  and  saw  Ellis  fire.  There 
was  a  rush  down,  and  he  saw  a  man  fire  a  pistol ; 
he  rather  believed  it  was  Thistlewood.  Ings  was 
pursued  and  brought  back.  Witness  found  a 
sword  in  the  stable,  and  a  bayonet  up  stairs. 

John  Wright,  a  patrol  of  Bow-street,  was 
me  of  the  officers  who  went  to  Cato-street.  They 
mustered  at  the  Horse  and  Groom.  He  saw 
Cooper  having  a  broom-stick,  and  another  coming 
to  drink  beer.  Cooper  left  the  stick.  Witness 
took  a  sword  and  a  knife  from  a  man  who  was  in 
the  stable,  near  a  stall.  That  moment  he  was 
knocked  down,  and  received  a  stab  in  his  side. 
Wilson  and  Bradburn  were  afterwards  taken. 
Witness  found  about  two  dozen  ball-cartridges  in 
Wilson's  pocket,  and  a  pair  of  scissors  ;  and 
found  two  haversacks  on  his  sides. 

William  Charles  Brookes,  a  patrol,  being 
directed  by  Mr.  Birnie  towards  persons  passing, 
saw  Ings,  and  a  person  in  front  of  him  with  a 
cutlass,  and  spoke  to  them.  Ings  fired,  and 
slightly  wounded  him  on  the  shoulder.  Witness 
staggered  into  the  road.  Ings  went  off  towards 
the  Edgware-road.  Witness  pursued.  Ings 
threw  away  the  pistol.  Moy  took  him.  Witness 
asked  him  whv  he  had  fired  at  him,  a  man  whom 
he  had  never  seen.  He  said,  "  I  wish  I  had  killed 
you." 

Ings. — "  Pray,  my  Lord,  am  I  not  allowed  to 
ask  any  question  ?" 

Court. — "  You  are  not  on  your  trial  at  present." 

Witness  stated,  that  two  haversacks,  a  knife- 
case,  and  a  tin  box,  three  parts  full  of  powder, 
were  found  on  Ings. 

Giles  Moy  confirmed  this  evidence,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned. 

Robzut  Chapman,  one  of  the  Bow-street  offi- 
cers, went  to  Cato-street ;  saw  Ings  in  the  stable, 
and  heard  him  say,  ''Look  out,  above."    Witness, 
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in  the  watch -house,  took  from  Ings  a  knife  case, 
two  balls,  and  a  pistol-key.  He  saw  one  running- 
through  the  stable  with  a  sword  in  his  hand. 

Captain  Fitzclarence  appeared  on  the  right 
of  the  bench,  and  said,  he  was  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Coldstream  Guards ;  he  went  with  a  piquet  to 
John-street  on  the  23d  of  February,  about  eight 
in  the  evening.  On  hearing  reports  of  pistols, 
they  went  to  Cato-street.  He  was  directed  by  a 
"police-officer  to  the  stable.  He  met  two  men  at 
the  door :  the  man  on  his  right  cut  at  him  with  a 
sword,  the  other  man  presented  a  pistol.  He  got 
in  and  seized  a  man,  who  called  out,  "  Don't  kill 
me,  and  I  will  tell  you  all."  He  gave  him  in 
charge,  and  then  secured  another  man  in  one  of 
the  stalls.  On  going  up  stairs,  he  secured  three, 
four,  or  five  persons.  He  fell  against  the  body 
of  poor  Smithers,  who  was  lying  dead.  He  saw 
several  arms. 

Samuel  Taunton,  a  Bow-street  officer,  went 
to  Brunt's  lodgings,  searched  the  front  and  back 
rooms,  and  found  two  baskets.  Brunt,  who  was 
in  the  front  room,  and  had  been  previously  taken 
into  custody,  said,  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
baskets.  The  room  did  not  belong  to  him  in 
which  they  were ;  it  was  the  back  room.  In  the 
same  room  there  was  a  pike-staff  and  an  iron  pot. 
Witness  sent  for  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Rogers.  She 
said,  her  niece  had  let  the  back-room  to  a  man 
she  did  not  know.  Brunt  said,  it  was  a  man  at 
the  public-house,  and  he  did  not  know  his  name. 

Witness  then  went  to  Tidd's,  in  the  Hole-in-the- 
Wall  passage,  near  Gray's  Inn-lane.  There  he 
found  a  box  full  of  ball-cartridges,  965  in  num- 
ber ;  he  found  ten  grenades,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  gunpowder.  He  found,  in  haversacks,  434 
balls.  He  found  also  sixty-nine  ball-cartridges,  and 
about  eleven  bags  of  gunpowder,  one  pound  each. 
The  grenades  were  in  a  wrapper.  In  one  of  the 
baskets  at  Brunt's  v/ere  nine  papers  of  rope-yarn 
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and  tar;  in  the  other,  three  of  the  same,  two 
iiannel  bags  of  powder,  one  pound  each,  and  five 
empty  bags,  a  paper  of  powder,  one  leathern  bag, 
with  three  balls  in  it.     They  were  all  here. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — This  was 
on  the  24th.  Brunt  had  been  in  custody  before. 
Tidd  was  absent. 

Daniel  Bishop,  a  Bow-street  officer,  went  on 
the  morning  of  the  24th,  with  other  officers,  to 
apprehend  Thistlewood,  about  ten  in  the  morning, 
to  Whitecross-street,  Moorfields.  The  house  was 
kept  by  Harris.  He  received  a  key  from  Mrs. 
Harris,  which  opened  a  ground-floor.  There  he 
saw  Thistlewood,  who  thrust  his  head  from  under 
the  clothes  in  bed  ;  the  shutters  were  shut.  Wit- 
ness told  his  name  and  business,  and,  having  a 
sword  in  one  hand,  and  a  staff  in  the  other,  threw 
himself  on  the  bed.  Thistlewood  said,  he  would 
make  no  resistance.  He  had  his  breeches  on,  in 
the  pockets  of  which  they  found  two  balls,  two 
cartridges,  and  some  flints.  They  also  found  a 
small  silk  sash. 

Cross-examined. — A  man  of  the  name  of  Ed- 
wards did  not  go,  nor  any  who  knew  where  This- 
tlewood was. 

Lavender  produced  and  identified  the  belt 
found  in  Thistlewood's  coat-pocket. 

Ruthven  produced  the  pike-staff,  grenades, 
«K 

All  the  soldiers  and  officers  who  had  any  of  the 
articles  seized  were  now  arranged  behind  the 
witness-box,  and  handed  to  Ruthven  their  several 
charges,  and  Ruthven  laid  them  on  the  table. 
A  pike  was  screwed  on  a  staff,  and  handed  to  the 
Jury.  The  whole  of  the  frightful  apparatus  was 
now  exposed  to  view.  Guns,  blunderbusses,  car- 
bines, swords,  pistols,  pikes,  sticks,  cartridges, 
bullets  ;  even  the  pot  in  which  the  tar  was  boiled, 
— all  were  produced  and  identified. 

The  fire-arms  remained   loaded    till   produced 
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on  this  occasion,  when  the  charges  were  drawn; 
they  were  loaded  with  ball.  One  of  the  grenades 
had  been  given  to  a  person  by  an  order  of  Colonel 
Congreve  to  be  examined.  The  production  of 
Ings's  knife  excited  an  involuntary  shudder ;  it 
was  a  broad  desperate-looking  weapon. 

The  Jury  inspected  the  arms  separately,  and 
particularly  the  pikes,  the  construction  and  for- 
mation of  which  have  already  been  minutely 
described.  The  whole  had  a  most  formidable 
appearance. 

John  Hfxtor  Morrison,  servant  to  Mr.  Un- 
derwood, cutler,  in  Drury-lane,  was  re-called,  and 
looked  at  two  swords,  which,  he  said,  were  the 
same  he  had  ground  for  Ings. 

Serjeant  Edward  Hanson,  of  the  Royal  Artil- 
lery, examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — I  examined  one 
of  the  grenades  produced  to  me  at  Bow-street ; 
it  is  composed  of  a  tin  case,  in  the  form  of  a 
barrel,  in  which  a  tube  is  soldered.  The  case 
contains  three  ounces  and  a  half  of  gunpowder. 
The  priming  in  the  tube  is  a  composition  of  salt- 
petre, powder,  and  brimstone.  The  tin  was 
pitched,  and  wrapped  round  with  rope-yarn, 
which  was  cemented  with  rosin  and  tar.  Round 
the  tin,  and  in  the  rope-yarn,  twelve  pieces  of 
iron  were  planted.  From  the  lighting  of  the  fusee 
to  the  explosion  might  take  about  half  a  minute. 
If  one  of  them  were  to  be  exploded  in  a  room 
where  there  were  a  number  of  persons,  it  would 
produce  great  destruction.  The  pieces  of  iron 
would  fly  about  like  bullets. 

[The  witness  here  opened  another  of  the  gre- 
nades for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Jury ;  it  was 
composed  in  the  manner  already  described.  The 
pieces  of  iron  principally  consisted  of  old  cart- 
nails,  such  as  the  tires  of  wheels  arc  nailed  on 
with.  The  carcase,  or  tin-case,  was  wrapped  in 
an  old  stocking,  and  the  powder  which  it  contained 
was  pronounced  very  good,] 
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Witness,  in  continuation. — I  examined  one  of 
the  fire-bails ;  it  consisted  of  oakum,  tar,  rosin, 
and  stone-brimstone,  pounded.  If  one  of  these 
was  thrown  into  a  house,  and  alighted  on  wood, 
it  would  be  sure  to  set  it  on  fire.  The  eff'eGt 
would  be  still  more  certain  on  straw  or  hay. 

The  Attorney-General. — "  That  is  the  case,  my 
Lord,  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 


THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Curwood  now  rose  to  address  the  Jury  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoner.  He  commenced  by  stat- 
ing, *'  That  if  it  were  consistent  with  a  sense  of 
moral  and  professional  duty,  he  would  not  have 
stood  there  to  address  them.  It  was  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  profession  to  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  belong,  however,  and  one  which 
perhaps  reflected  upon  it  the  greatest  credit,  that 
they  were  not  at  liberty  to  refuse  their  assistance 
to  persons  in  the  situation  of  the  unfortunate  man 
at  the  bar.  No  man  could  feel  more  impressed 
than  himself  with  the  sense  of  the  great  and 
weighty  duty  he  had  to  perform.  He  felt  that  the 
unhappy  prisoner  had  a  right  to  call  upon  him  to 
do  his  duty  boldly  and  fearlessly,  and  without  any 
consideration  for  the  Government  who  were  the 
prosecutors  on  this  occasion ;  he  felt  also  that  he 
had  a  duty  to  perform  to  his  country,  by  assisting 
in  the  administration  of  the  law,  and  not  by  any 
power  which  he  possessed,  if  he  did  possess  such 
power,  to  endeavour  to  pervert  that  law.  He 
owed  something  too,  to  his  own  fair  fame,  which 
was  all,  his  only  inheritance. 

"  With  these  feelings  pressing  upon  him,  he 
might  truly  say,  he  was  placed  in  a  trying  and 
critical  situation.  It  was  fit  on  an  occasion  of  this 
sort,  that  they  should  know  something  of  the  man 
by  whom  they  were  addressed.     It  could  not  be 
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denied  that  the  unfortunate  transactions,  to  which 
their  attention  had  been  so  painfully  directed,  had 
arisen  out  of  that  state  of  the  country  which  they 
must  all  alike  lament  and  deplore.  It  was  clear 
also,  that  while  they  had  attachments  to  certain 
parties,  prejudices  would  arise  which  it  was  out  of 
their  power  to  control  in  favour  of  the  sentiments 
of  those  parties.  With  respect  to  himself,  although 
like  every  other  Englishman,  he  had  his  feelings 
upon  certain  points,  yet  he  never  belonged  to  any 
particular  party,  nor  was  he  in  the  habit  of  at- 
tending political  meetings.  With  respect  to  Go- 
vernment, he  never  had  received  any  place  or  ap- 
pointment from  them,  nor  was  it  likely  that  he 
should.  In  the  present  instance,  therefore,  he  had 
no  motive  to  influence  him  in  doing  his  duty, 
or  at  least  in  endeavouring  to  do  it  fairly  and 
honestly. 

"  It  was  due  to  his  Learned  Friends  and  to 
himself  to  state,  that  in  consequence  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  moment  in  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  undertake  this  arduous  task,  not  having 
received  their  instructions  till  a  late  hour  on 
Thursday,  that  the  difficulties  with  which  they 
had  to  cope  were  of  no  ordinary  kind ;  and  these 
difficulties  became  the  more  formidable,  when  it 
was  recollected  that  they  had  arrayed  against  them 
the  most  distinguished  talents  which  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Crown  to  procure — talents  not  a 
little  aided  by  the  advantage  of  study,  and  of  a 
mature  consideration  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  discuss.  No 
doubt,  in  the  notice  which  they  (the  Jury)  had 
given  to  the  Attorney-General,  when  he  opened 
this  case,  they  had  not  failed  to  observe,  and  he 
had  observed  it  with  unfeigned  surprise,  that  he 
had  not  stated  to  them  precisely  what  were  the 
points  which  they  were  called  upon  to  try.  He 
had  indeed  stated  that  it  was  a  prosecution  for- 
nigh  treason,  but  he  had  only  defined  what  was 

♦    B 
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the  quality  of  the  treason  which   he  meant  to 
impute. 

"  Unfortunately,  there  was  mixed  up  with  this 
transaction  a  great  deal  for  which  the  prisoner 
might  hereafter  be  answerable,  and  which  was 
calculated  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  the  minds 
of  the  Jury ;  but  whatever  was  their  opinion  upon 
the  moral  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  if,  upon  a  review 
of  the  evidence,  they  should  not  be  of  opinion 
that  he  had  committed  the  precise  offence  charged 
in  the  indictment,  it  was  their  duty  to  pronounce 
a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty.  It  therefore  devolved 
upon  him  to  state  precisely  what  they  had  to  try ; 
it  was  not  merely  a  question  of  high  treason,  but  a 
questionjpf  a  particular  species  of  high  treason. 

"  The  indictment  was  very  long,  and  contained 
many  things  which,  in  the  language  of  the  law, 
were  called  overt  acts.  They  were  not,  however, 
because  a  great  body  of  evidence  had  been  given 
to  them,  to  jump  at  the  conclusion,  that  the  sub- 
stantive treason  alleged  had  been  committed.  The 
sorts  of  treason  charged  were  four  in  number  :  the 
first  was  founded  upon  the  late  statute  of  the  36th 
of  the  King,  for  conspiring  to  depose  his  majesty 
from  his  imperial  style  and  dignity.  It  was  now 
nearly  400  years  since  that  statute,  to  which 
Englishmen  had  been  wont  to  look  with  veneration 
as  a  protection  for  the  dearest  rights  of  man — he 
meant  the  statute  of  Edw.  III. — had  been  passed. 
There,  among  other  treasons  set  forth,  was  the 
conspiring  to  take  away,  or  the  compassing  and 
imagining,  or  intending  to  compass  or  imagine  the 
King's  death — but  there  had  subsequent  treasons 
started  up.  There  was  now  another  Act  of  Par- 
liament in  existence,  which  embraced  not  merely 
the  compassing  and  imagining  the  King's  death  ; 
but  the  conspiring  to  depose  him  from  his  imperial 
style  and  dignity.  It  was  also  treason  to  conspire 
to  levy  war  against  his  majesty.  This  was  the 
question  then  which  they  had  to  try. 
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ft  First,  had  the  prisoners  at  the  bar  conspired 
or  imagined  the  death  of  the  King  ;  secondly,  had 
they  conspired  to  depose  his  Majesty  from  his  im- 
perial style  and  dignity ;  thirdly,  had  they  con- 
spired to  levy  war  against  the  King ;  and  lastly, 
had  they  actually  levied  war  against  the  King  ? 
He  apprehended  that  they  must  be  satisfied  that 
one  or  other  of  these  charges  was  proved,  before 
they  could  find  a  verdict  of  guilty. 

"  Before  he  came  to  these  topics,  they  would 
look  to  the  probability  of  the  evidence  which  had 
been  laid  before  them.  The  great  mass  which 
had  been  adduced  certainly  led  them  to  conclude 
that  a  conspiracy  of  some  kind  had  existed ;  but 
it  did  not  'follow  that  the  substantive  treason 
charged  in  the  indictment  had  therefore  been 
committed.  It  did  not  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  the  removal  of  the  administration  of 
the  King  must  be  succeeded  by  the  deposition  of 
the  Monarch  himself.  Let  them  go  by  steps. 
There  was  continually  in  Parliament  one  party 
endeavouring  to  remove  another ;  that  was  to  say, 
endeavouring  to  remove  the  existing  administra- 
tion. He  would  admit,  probably  with  the  best 
intentions. 

"  Would  it  be  contended,  that  this  removal 
of  an  administration  was  necessarily  connected 
with  the  deposition  of  the  Monarch,  and 
that  every  man  who  attempted  to  effect  such  a 
purpose  would  be  involved  in  the  crime  of  high 
treason  ? 

"  Again,  other  men  might  think  it  necessary 
that  an  administration  should  be  removed  by 
violence;  and  this  too  with  the  most  virtuous 
intentions.  He  desired  not  to  be  misunder- 
stood, as  meaning  under  that  plea  to  justify  as- 
sassination. Nothing  was  further  from  his  feel- 
ings ;  but  all  he  meant  to  argue  was,  that  they  must 
not  take  it  as  a  necessary  consequence  that  the 
death  or  destruction  of  a  whole  administration- 
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involved  the  death  or  deposition  of  the  King. 
If  they  (the  Jury)  were  of  opinion  that  it  did  not 
involve  such  a  consequence,  the  evidence  on  this 
occasion  did  not  support  the  substantive  treason 
laid  in  the  two  first  divisions  of  the  indictment. 

"  There  were  two  other  treasons,  however ; 
one  was  the  conspiracy  to  levy  war  against  his 
Majesty;  and  the  other,  the  actual  levying  of 
war.  Now  he  called  upon  them  to  look  to  the 
evidence,  and  see  whether  they  could  draw  from 
that  a  fair  inference,  that  there  was  a  conspiracy 
to  levy  war,  and  that  what  had  been  done 
amounted  to  an  actual  levying  of  war.  In  the 
detail  given  by  the  first  witness,  Adams,  who  in 
fact  proved  the  whole  case — he  thought  there 
was  much  more  for  ridicule,  than  for  serious  con- 
sideration. In  his  opinion,  the  testimony  of  this 
man  was  utterly  incredible,  independent  of  the 
fact  of  his  being  an  accomplice. 

"  The  Attorney-General  had  told  them  that  an 
accomplice  was  a  necessary  witness  ;  but  though 
necessary,  he  was  not  of  necessity  to  be  believed. 
The  more  atrocious  the  guilt  in  which  he  had 
steeped  himself,  the  less  worthy  he  was  of  credit ; 
and  where  a  most  atrocious  and  wicked  witness 
came  to  tell  them  a  tale,  not  only  improbable,  but 
most  ridiculous  in  itself,  would  they  not  at  once 
dismiss  him  from  their  notice  ? 

"  It  often  happened,  that  those  who  were  the 
most  ingenious  in  devising  and  promoting  mischief, 
were  the  first  to  become  informers ;  and  that  this 
was  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  he  should 
be  enabled  to  prove.  They  would,-  however, 
consider  the  evidence  which  had  been  given  by 
Adams  to  support  the  fact  of  there  having  been  a 
conspiracy  to  levy  war  against  the  King.  They 
would  lay  out  of  their  consideration  for  a  moment 
all  that  had  been  said  of  the  assassination  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  ;  and  they  would  consi- 
der the  evidence  as  it  had  been  given  by  him 
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to  support  that  conspiracy.     They  had  here  every 
thing  to  raise  their  passions. 

"  They  had  all  the  materials  and  preparations 
for  war  before  them  (the  arms  on  the  table) ;  but 
what  was  the  result  of  all  the  discussions  which 
took  place  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  conspirators 
from  the  4th  of  February,  in  which  the  assassi- 
nation of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  re- 
peatedly debated  ? 

"  In  the  cross-examination  of  Adams,  it  ap- 
peared, that  one  of  the  conspirators,  Palin,  had, 
with  some  degree  of  sense,  when  all  those  things 
were  talked  of,  asked  where  the  men  were  to 
come  from  to  effect  this  mighty  revolution  ?  In 
one  moment  his  Majesty's  Ministers  were  to  be 
assassinated  ! — a  detachment  was  to  go  and  take 
possession  of  two  pieces  of  cannon  in  Gray's  Inn- 
lane  ! — another  detachment  was  to  make  a  descent 
upon  the  Artillery-Ground  ! — a  third  party  were 
to  seize  the  Mansion-house,  as  a  seat  for  the  Pro- 
visional Government !  and  yet  to  effect  all  this, 
what  was  the  actual  strength  of  the  conspirators 
in  its  most  exaggerated  state?  Why,  forsooth, 
forty  men,  two  old  sabres,  six  shillings,  and  a 
reputed  pound-note  !  !  Where  an  infamous  wit- 
ness told  them  such  a  story  could  they  believe 
it? — was  it  credible?  Would  they  take  away 
the  life  of  a  man  under  such  circumstances  ?  If 
it  were  possible  for  them  to  do  so,  he  could  only 
say  that  they  would  be  more  insensible  than  the 
deluded  men  themselves. 

"  Then  as  to  the  other  point,  the  actual  levying 
of  war ;  what  a  levying  of  war  was,  he  hardly 
knew  how  to  define.  Lord  Hale  had  said,  that 
this  was  a  question  of  fact,  which  a  Jury  alone 
was  capable  of  deciding. — That  learned  Judge 
had  also  talked  of  "  marching  with  unfurled  ban- 
ners, and  being  furnished  with  military  officers" — 
but  where  were  the  unfurled  banners  here,  or 
where  the  military  officers? — The  only  military 
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man  they  had  heard  of  was  one  disbanded  soldier, 
and  the  purpose  to  which  he  was  to  be  applied 
was  the  destruction  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers — 
an  act  which,  he  contended,  even  if  effected,  did 
not  amount  to  a  levying  of  war. — If  they  were 
told  the  contrary,  he  was  sure  they  would 
treat  such  an  intimation  as  absurd  and  ridiculous. 
Where  was  this  great  conspiracy  concocted?  In 
a  two-pair  back  room !  Where  was  the  battle 
fought  ?  In  a  stable !  Where  were  the  traitors 
incorporated  ?  In  a  hay-loft !  How  were  they 
armed  ?  With  a  few  rusty  swords,  halberts,  and 
old  pistols  ! 

"  He  would  put  it  to  the  plain  common  sense 
and  understanding  of  the  Jury,  whether  they 
would  pronounce  persons  so  assembled  and  so 
armed,  guilty  of  levying  war  against  the  King? 
It  was  rather  a  levying  war  against  the  constables, 
at  the  very  name  of  whom  they  trembled.  Then, 
if  there  was  no  levying  of  war,  was  there  a  con- 
spiracy to  levy  war?  The  only  evidence  they 
had  of  such  a  conspiracy  came  out  of  the  mouth 
of  those  three  witnesses  who  were  so  far  con- 
taminated, that  it  was  beyond  all  doubt  they  had 
themselves  been  deeply  implicated  in  the  pro- 
jected assassination  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers." 

"  The  question,  then,  for  their  consideration 
resolved  itself  into  this  point:  they  would  con- 
sider, even  supposing  that  the  assassination  of 
the  Ministers  was  intended,  whether  this  of  ne- 
cessity implied  that  his  Majesty  was  also  to  be 
deposed.  If  they  did  not  think  that  the  one 
must  of  course  follow  the  other,  then  their  verdict 
must  be  "  Not  Guilty."  He  implored  them  to 
do  their  duty  strictly  according  to  law,  to  con- 
sider what  the  law  of  the  country  was,  to  step 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  but  to  come  to 
a  fair  and  impartial  and  unprejudiced  conclusion. 
He  implored  them  to  do  so,  not  only  for  their 
own  sakes,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  country ;  for 
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if  once  jurymen  suffered  their  feelings  of  indig- 
nation towards  one  offence  to  lead  them  to  admit 
the  existence  of  another  of  a  different  character, 
not  proved,  there  would  be  an  end  of  the  due 
distinctions  of  justice.  If  this  man  had  been 
guilty  of  another  offence,  there  was  another  in- 
dictment against  him,  on  which  he  must  take  his 
trial  if  he  were  acquitted  of  this :  and  if  he  were 
convicted  under  that,  he  would  suffer*  the  pe- 
nalty of  the  law.  But,  upon  this  occasion,  he 
called  upon  them  not  to  find  him  guilty  of 
High  Treason,  because  they  thought  him  worthy 
of  death  for  having  incurred  the  guilt  of  assas- 
sination. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  learned  gentleman  said, 
he  would  proceed  to  call  a  witness  to  prove  that 
Adams,  .who  had  been  called  for  the  Crown,  to- 
gether with  an  accomplice  of  the  name  of  Ed- 
wards, who  had  not  been  called,  were  the  persons 
who  had  conveyed  the  arms  and  ammunition  to 
the  house  of  Tidd  on  the  very  morning  they  had 
been  found  there  by  the  Bow-street  officers. 

Mr.  Adolphus  then  proceeded  to  call  the 

EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  DEFENCE. 

Mary  Parker  examined. — I  am  the  daughter 
of  Richard  Tidd ;  I  live  with  my  father ;  I  re- 
member the  police  officers  coming  and  finding 
some  boxes  and  things  in  our  lodgings ;  they  came 
about  half-past  eight ;  those  things  had  been  in  the 
house  when  they  came,  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour ;  they  were  brought  that  morning ;  among 
them  were  the  pike  staves ;  it  was  no  person  in  my 
father's  employment  who  brought  them ;  he  had 
been  taken  into  custody  the'night  before ;  I  know 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Adams  :  I  have  seen  him 
at  my  father's ;  I  know  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Edwards ;  I  have  also  seen  him  there ;  he  has  been 
there  often ;  I  have  seen  similar  things  before  the 
officers   came ;    I  believe  these  to  be  the  same 


192  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY. 

things;  Edwards  took  part  away;  I  do  not  know 
who  took  the  rest ;  he  took  them  away  on  Wed- 
nesday ;  my  father  did  not  take  them  away ;  Ed- 
wards did  not  take  away  the  box ;  he  only  took 
away  some  things  that  I  have  since  heard  were 
used ;  the  box  was  brought  a  day  or  two  before 
my  father  was  taken ;  it  never  was  uncorded ; 
Adams  brought  a  large  grenade ;  I  do  not  know 
what  Edwards  was. 

The  Attorney-general  declined  asking  this  wit- 
ness any  question. 

Edward  Hucklestone  examined  by  Mr.  Cur- 
wood. — I  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Dwyer.  I 
have  known  him  for  some  years.  Latterly  I  have 
known  him  intimately.  I  used  the  same  public- 
house.  I  do  not  think  he  is  to  be  believed  on  his 
oath. 

Cross-examined  by  the  Attorney-General. — I 
saw  him  with  plenty  of  money,  and  knowing  that 
he  had  little  or  no  work,  I  was  surprised.  I  was 
in  distress.  He  told  me  he  would  put  me  in  the 
way  to  make  plenty  of  money,  if  I  would  go  with 
him.  I  agreed  ;  and  he  proposed  that  we  should 
charge  gentlemen  with  an  unnatural  offence.  That 
he  was  to  go  up  first,  and  then  I  was  to  join  him. 
I  left  him  quite  shocked.  This  was  about  three 
months  ago.  He  said  he  had  got  ten  pounds  at  a 
time  from  a  gentleman  in  St.  James's-street,  by 
only  catching  him  by  the  collar,  and  accusing  him. 
I  met  him  the  next  night  at  the  Rodneys-head,  and 
he  called  me  a  coward.  I  told  him  of  the  danger, 
and  reminded  him  that  his  brother  had  been 
transported  for  the  same  thing.  He  said  he  knew 
better  how  to  general  it  than  his  brother.  I 
ought  to  have  communicated  it  to  a  magistrate ; 
but  I  was  afraid  of  falling  a  "  wictim"  to  the 
Irishmen  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  have 
spoken  to  him  since.  I  was  a  shoemaker,  but  am 
now  articled  to  a  cow-doctor  in  Newman-mews. 
I  first  communicated  this  to  my  brother,  about  a 
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week  ago.  I  did  not  mention  it  before,  lest  I 
might  be  ill-treated,  as  I  had  to  go  so  much  about 
among  the  cows.  Some  of  the  Irishmen  have  gone 
away  from  the  neighbourhood  now,  and  that  in- 
duced me  to  summon  up  courage  to  mention  it  to 
my  brother.  I  did  go  with  Dwyer  to  the  Park,  but 
I  was  always  struck  with  the  horror  of  the  thing. 
When  I  saw  the  names  of  the  witnesses  in  this 
case  in  the  paper,  I  made  the  communication  to 
my  brother. 

(The  witness  was  desired  not  to  go  out  of 
Court.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Doane  examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. 
— I  am  called  the  Court  Reporter ;  I  prepare  for 
the  newspapers  an  account  of  the  movements  of 
the  Court,  the  cabinet  dinners,  $*c.  I  send  the 
same  accounts  to  six  papers,  among  others  to  The 
New  Times,  [Looked  at  the  announcement  in  the 
New  Times,  of  the  cabinet  dinner,  on  Tuesday  the 
22d  of  February.]  The  intelligence  respecting 
the  Court  in  this  paper  I  sent.  The  paragraph 
respecting  the  cabinet  dinner,  from  the  wording, 
I  think  I  did  not  send.  I  think  so  from  the  use  of 
the  word  "  grand ;"  cabinet  dinners  are  always 
alike,  and  I  do  not  ihink  I  used  the  word  "  grand." 

Andrew  Mitchell  :  I  am  printer  of  The  New 
Times  ;  I  produce  the  original  of  the  paragraph 
respecting  the  cabinet  dinner,  announced  in  Th 
New  Times  on  the  22d  of  February. 

Mr.  Doane  recalled :  That  is  not  my  manu- 
script ;  I  always  write  from  a  manifold. 

Ajidrew  Mitchell :  I  did  not  receive  that  from 
Mr.  Doane,  but  from  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Lavenue,  who  furnishes  things  in  the  same  way. 

John  Whittaker  :  I  searched  in  eleven  news- 
papers of  the  22d  of  February  for  the  annuncia- 
tion of  a  cabinet  dinner  at  Lord  Harrowby's,  and 
in  none  of  those  papers  was  there  such  an  an- 
nouncement as  that  in  The  New  Times. 

2  c 
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The  Attorney-General :  These  papers  ought  to 
be  here. 

The  Chief  Justice  Abbot :  Strictly  speaking, 
they  ought  to  be  here. 

The  witness :  The  New  Times  alone  had  the 
annunciation  of  the  dinner  at  Lord  Harrowby's  on 
the  22d  of  February. 

Mr.  Adolphus :  This  is  all  the  evidence  I  intend 
to  offer  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 

Mr.'  Gurney :  I  wish,  my  Lord,  that  Dwyer 
should  be  again  called. — The  witness,  Dwyer, 
was  then  again  put  in  the  box,  and  examined 
by  Mr.  Gurney :  I  do  not  know  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Hucklestone. — [The  witness  Huckle- 
stone  was  desired  to  stand  up.] — Dwyer :  I  know 
that  man,  but  did  not  know  his  name  was  Huckle- 
stone. I  have  met  him  in  Oxford-road.  Not  in 
a  public-house.  I  never  proposed  to  him  to 
charge  any  person  with  an  unnatural  offence.  In 
February  last  I  was  at  work  at  the  parish  mill, 
and  got  three  shillings.  I  have  a  wife  and 
family. 

Cross-examined  :  I  did  not  know  Hucklestone 
by  name.  I  saw  him  with  other  chaps  at  the 
corner  of  James-street,  near  where  I  live;  but 
I  never  associated  with  him.  I  have  seen  him 
in  Hyde-park.  I  never  went  inter  a  public-house 
with  him.  I  resorted  to  the  Rodney's-Head,  but 
never  knew  him  to  resort  there.  I  have  not 
repeatedly  met  him  in  a  public-house.  I  don't 
know  that  I  can  swear  I  never  saw  him  in  a 
public-house.  I  will  swear  I  have  not  been  with 
him  at  the  Rodney's-Head  within  this  three 
months.  I  am  a  bricklayer  by  trade,  and  worked 
fourteen  years  for  one  master. 

Mr.  Adolphus  now  entreated  permission  to  be 
allowed  till  the  ensuing  day  to  prepare  himself  to 
address  the  Jury  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner. 
The  state  of  exhaustion  to  which  he  had  been 
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reduced,  as  well  as  the  shortness  of  the  time  which 
had  elapsed  since  he  had  received  his  instructions, 
and  the  great  importance  of  the  duty  which  he  had  to 
perform,  where  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  was 
at  stake,  the  more  imperiously  impelled  him  to  en- 
treat this  indulgence,  if  consistent  with  the  views  of 
the  Court. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  felt  the  propriety  of  the 
appeal,  and  after  some  conversation  relative  to  the 
convenience  of  the  Jury,  the  Court  was  adjourned  till 
the  following  morning. 

THIRD  DAY,  Wednesday,  April  19,  1820. 

The  Court  opened  again  at  nine  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  a  few  minutes  after  Mr.  Adolphus  rose 
to  address  the  Jury  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and 
commenced  by  observing,  that  "  he  could  not  re- 
quest their  attention  to  the  feeble  and  humble 
efforts  which  he  was  going  to  make  in  defence  of 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  without  returning  them  his 
sincere  thanks  for  the  kind  and  gracious  manner 
in  which  they  had  conceded  to  him  further  time 
for  the  preparation  of  his  defence.  Under  all.  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  situation  in  which 
he  (Mr.  Adolphus)  stood  was  sufficiently  distress- 
ing ;  but  it  would  have  been  still  more  so  if  he  had 
been  compelled  to  address  them  yesterday  even- 
ing with  a  mass  of  evidence  totally  undigested, 
with  a  memory  wandering  over  all,  but  steadily, 
directed  to  none  of  the  points  which  had  come 
out  during  the  trial ;  and  without  any  of  that  sim- 
plification of  the  case  which  he  had  been  able  to 
effect,  though  imperfectly,  in  the  few  hours  which, 
by  their  kindness,  he  had  been  able  to  steal  from 
sleep. 

"  The  inquiry  in  which  they  were  then  engaged 
was  a  most  anxious  and  important  inquiry :  in- 
deed, so  anxious  and  so  imp  rtant  was  it  that  it 

was  only  natural  to  expect   that   the   minds   of 
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counsel  engaged  an  conducting  it  would  sink  un- 
der the  heavy  task  imposed  upon  them.  During 
the  course  of  his  professional  career  many  trials 
similar  to  the  present  had  taken  place :  but  in 
none  of  them  did  the  parties  accused  labour  under 
such  dreadful  charges  as  were  now  brought  against 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar ;  in  none  of  them  had  they 
been  so  totally  deprived  of  all  assistance  and  sup- 
port as  the  unfortunate  individual  had  been  on 
whose  fate  they  now  stood  impanelled  to  decide. 

"  To  say  that  he  (Thistlewood)  had  all  the 
weight  of  office  arrayed  against  him—  to  say  that 
the  prosecution  was  conducted  with  all  the  talent 
and  all  the  power  of  Government,  was  to  say 
nothing  more  than  that  Thistlewood  was  indicted 
for  high  treason.  He  (Mr.  Adolphus)  meant  not 
to  blame  the  Government  for  exerting  all  its  ener- 
gies in  a  case  like  the  present ;  by  no  means — the 
Crown  had,  on  all  occasions,  and  particularly  on  an 
occasion  like  this,  a  right  to  demand  of  its  best 
servants  their  best  services :  he  only  meant  to 
contrast  the  difficulties  against  which  Thistlewood 
had  to  contend  with  those  which  had  surrounded 
other  unfortunate  men  in  his  situation. 

"  Against  the  great  legal  talent  which  had  been 
employed  against  them  by  the  Crown,  there  had 
come  forward  advocates  of  high  character,  and 
not  inferior  ability — advocates  who  voluntarily 
embarked  themselves  in  the  cause  of  their  clients 
— gave  up  their  whole  time  and  attention  to  their 
interests,  methodized  and  simplified  the  evidence 
necessary  to  maintain  them,  and  entered  the 
Court  prepared  to  meet  the  case  brought  forward 
by  the.  Grown  on  every  one  of  its  points  and  bear- 
ings. 

"  Far  different  was  the  case  of  the  unhappy 
man  then  standing  at  their  bar. 

"  On  the  evening  previous  to  his  trial  he  was 
scarcely  acquainted  with  the  name  of  the  counsel 
who  was  to  defend  him:  and  that  counsel  had 
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scarcely  more  early  information  of  the  grounds  on 
which  his  defence  was  to  be  rested.  He  (Mr. 
Adolphus)  could  assure  them  that  he  was  only 
chosen  counsel  for  Thistlewood  on  Thursday  last; 
that  unavoidable  business  had  kept  him  out  of 
town  during  the  whole  of  Friday ;  and  that  he  had 
appeared  before  them  on  the  Monday  with  such 
information  as  he  could  collect  in  the  interim. 
He  deplored  this  circumstance,  but  he  could  not 
complain  of  it.  His  want  of  ability  and  prepara- 
tion was  not,  however,  the  only  circumstance 
which  rendered  Thistlewood's  case  more  desperate 
than  that  of  the  individuals  who  had  formerly  been 
placed  in  his  situation.  Many  of  them  had  been 
allied  with,  or  supported  by,  men  of  power,  and 
rank,  and  influence  in  the  country.  Thistlewood, 
on  the  contrary,  was  aided  by  no  party,  was  sup- 
ported by  no  subscription,  but  was  deserted  by 
men  of  every  class  and  party  in  the  community. 
He  (Mr.  Adolphus)  had  received  no  assistance,  no 
information,  no  instructions,  from  him;  all  that 
he  knew  of  the  case  was  derived  from  the  ma- 
terials which  the  solicitor,  the  gratuitous  solicitor 
for  the  defence  (Mr.  Harmer),  had  been  able  to 
collect  within  the  last  few  days. 

"  Besides  these  circumstances  was  another  still 
more  extraordinary  and  unfortunate.  At  the  state 
trials  of  1794,  whoever  was  discharged  by  a  ver- 
dict of  his  countrymen  was  discharged  at  once 
from  all  further  prosecution;  and  with  the  inquiry 
of  that  Court  ended  all  inquiry  into  his  conduct. 

'*  This  man,  Thistlewood,  however,  was  so 
beset,  that,  even  though  he  obtained  at  their  hands 
a  verdict  of  acquittal  upon  this  charge,  he  had  to 
undergo  a  similar  trial  upon  other  indictments : 
indeed  he  (Mr.  Adolphus)  did  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  he  (Thistlewood)  was  surrounded  by  every 
danger  which  could  possibly  environ  the  life  of  a 
single  individual.  It  appeared  as  if  this  melan- 
choly choice  alone  were  left  him,  whether  he  would 
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have  the  execution  of  his  sentence  end  with  the 
severing  of  his  head  from  his  body,  or  whether  he 
would  have  his  body  given  up  after  his  execution 
to  the  dissecting  knife  of  the  surgeon.  If  his  guilt 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  demand  that  penalty 
to  be  added  to  the  others  inflicted  by  the  law,  he 
had  only  himself  to  blame  for  it :  far  was  it  from 
his  (Mr.  Adolphus's)  intention  to  palliate  his  con- 
duct upon  that  point :  the  only  reason  which  he 
had  for  even  alluding  to  it  was  to  implore  them  to 
place  out  of  their  consideration  every  circum- 
stance which  was  not  connected  with  the  subject 
of  their  present  investigation,  and  which  had  not 
been  brought  regularly  before  them  in  the  course 
of  the  trial. 

"  The  Attorney-General  had  made  the  same  re- 
quest to  them,  and  it  had  well  become  his  cha- 
racter and  legal  knowledge  to  do  so.  It  was  not 
less  his  duty  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian,  than  as 
a  high  officer  of  the  Crown,  to  give  them  that  ad- 
vice :  for,  bound  as  he  was  to  protect  the  interests 
of  the  Crown,  he  was  not  less  bound  not  to  exer- 
cise his  power  in  wantonly  running  down  those 
subjects,  who  were  living  under  its  fostering 
care  and  protection.  Made,  then,  as  this  request 
had  been  made  to  them  by  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral, he  (Mr.  Adolphus)  could  not  help  repeating 
it ;  for  he  was  well  aware  how  difficult  it  was  to 
dismiss  from  the  mind  the  impressions  of  ill-will 
and  dislike  which  were  naturally  conceived  against 
any  one  who  was,  or  ever  had  been,  the  subject  of 
general  reprobation. 

"  On  occasions  like  the  present  a  man's  usual 
convictions  stole  into  his  mind,  in  spite  of  himself: 
it  therefore  became  them  to  be  doubly  on  their 
guard,  and  to  view  the  case  then  under  their  con- 
sideration as  if  they  had  never  heard  the  name  of 
Thistlewood  before,  and  as  if  they  had  never  re- 
ceived any  other  information  than  that  which  had 
come  under  their  notice  in  the  course  of  the  trial, 
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upon  which,  and  upon  which  alone,  they  were 
sworn  to  give  their  verdict.  He  agreed  with  the 
Attorney-General  that  the  present  was  a  case  of 
infinite  importance  ;  not,  however,  to  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar  merely,  whose  life  was  at  a  stake,  (in- 
deed in  that  point  of  view  it  was  of  less  importance 
than  in  any  other)  but  also  to  the  state  and  to  all 
posterity.   ,»  ..* 

"  It  was  ofamportance  to  the  state  that  verdicts 
should  be  given  upon  strict  evidence  alone,  and 
not  upon  favourable  or  unfavourable  impressions 
conceived  by  the  Jury  regarding  the  party  on 
his  trial.  It  was  of  importance  also  to  posterity  ; 
because  if,  as  against  a  bad  man,  a  certain  kind 
of  evidence  should  now  be  allowed  to  procure 
conviction,  it  would,  in  time,  be  also  allowed  to 
procure  conviction  against  a  good  one;  and,  in 
that  case  nobody  could  tell  whose  fame  might  not 
be  impeached,  whose  property  might  not  be 
injured,  whose  life  might  not  be  destroyed,  by 
the  same  kind  of  evidence  as  had  been  produced 
on  this  trial;  evidence  which  ought  never  to  have 
the  credence  of  any  jury,  or  the  sanction  of  any 
court. 

"  It  was  not,  therefore,  so  much  for  the  value  of 
Thistlewood's  life  (though  God  forbid  that  he 
should  undervalue  the  life  of  any  man)  as  for  the 
value  of  a  precedent  in  a  case  of  treason,  that  he 
was  then  contending  ;  for  if  a  charge  of  high 
treason  could  be  substantiated  against  any  Bri- 
tish subject  on  such  evidence  as  had  just  been  ad- 
duced there  would  be  an  end  to  all  our  well-founded 
boasts  of  the  excellence  of  our  law  regarding  high 
treason.  Such  an  event,  however,  he,  for  one, 
did  not  anticipate,  when  he  recollected  with  what 
care  the  law  of  treason  had  been  guarded  by  the 
legislature,  and  with  what  caution  executed  by 
our  juries,  ever  since  the  period  of  its  first  insti- 
tution. Nor  was  such  caution,  vigilance,  and 
correctness,  as  had  been  always  exhibited  by  our 
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juries,  with  some  few  exceptions,  and  thosre  in  bad 
times,  unnecessary  or  uncalled-for. 

"  An  accusation  of  high  treason  was -a  fearful 
accusation.  In  all  other  criminal  cases,  from  a 
simple  assault  up  to  a  murder,  the  King  though 
not  the  real,  was  the  ostensible  prosecutor:  in  a 
case  of  high  treason,  however,  the  King  was  not 
merely  the  ostensible  but  also  the  real  prosecutor; 
he  was  directly  arrayed  against  the  prisoner,  and 
therefore  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Jury 
to  see  that  the  subject  was  not  oppressed.  The 
present  case  of  high  treason  was  as  important  as 
any  of  those  which  had  ever  preceded  it;  and  the 
Jury  ought,  therefore,  to  be  peculiarly  careful 
not  to  allow  one  tittle  of  evidence  to  weigh  with 
them  which  had  not  been  admitted  on  former  oc- 
casions, and,  if  they  had  any  doubts  with  regard 
to  its  admissibility,  ought  to  lean  to  the  prisoner, 
and  not  to  the  Crown,  however  interested  they 
might,  be  in  its  preservation,  and  the  preservation 
of  its  authority. 

"  He  had  before  had  occasion  to  state  to  them, 
that  the  defence  of  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  had 
come  to  him,  in  the  course  of  his  professional 
business,  as  an  enforced  duty.  He  had  not  sought 
it;  he  had  not  refused  it;  indeed,  as  an  advocate,  he 
could  do  neither  one  nor  the  other.  Standing, 
however,  as  he  did,  in  that  Court,  as  the  advocate, 
the  unfee'd,  and  therefore,  in  some  respect,  the 
voluntary  advocate  of  the  prisoner  Thistlewood, 
he  deemed  it  right  (unnecessary  and  improper  as 
it  might  be  on  any  other  occasion  for  an  advocate 
to  press  his  own  political  opinions  on  the  Jury) 
to  state  that,  during  the  whole  of  his  life  he 
had  never  given  his  assent  to  any  proposition  tend- 
ing to  change  the  constitution,  as  established  at 
the  Revolution,  either  in  church  or  state.  He 
had  been  born  a  subject  of  his  late  most  gracious 
Majesty;   to  him,,  whilst  alive,   he  had  paid  a 
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subject's  loyal  obedience.  He  was  now  a  subject 
of  his  present  most  gracious  Majesty,  and  the 
allegiance  which  he  had  paid  to  the  father  he 
willingly  transferred,   as  his  due  to  the  son. 

"  To  the  questions  which  had  lately  agitated 
the  country,  he  had  never  lent  himself  for  a 
single  moment ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  always 
opposed,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  every  de- 
sign of  faction  and  innovation.  Thus  much  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  state  in  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  he  stood ;  but  making  as  he 
had  that  declaration  of  his  political  principles,  he 
also  felty  both  as  a  man  and  as  an  Englishman, 
that  he  had  a  strong  principle  to  advance  and  es- 
tablish in  this  defence  ;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that,  if  any  persons  were  present  who  felt  an  in- 
terest in  the  fate  of  the  prisoner,  they  would  not 
think  that  he  would  relax,  in  his  efforts  on  his 
(Thistlewood's)  behalf,  on  account  of  the  differ- 
ence of  their  political  opinions.  If  any  thought 
that  he  would  relax,  he  was  sorry  that  they 
should  entertain  such  an  opinion  of  him:  he  would, 
however,  use  every  exertion  to  make  a  fair  defence 
for  the  prisoner :  if  it  were  not  conducted  with 
ability,  it  would  be  not  from  want  of  intention, 
but  from  want  of  ability,  which  would  be  the 
prisoner's  misfortune  as  well  as  his  own. 

"  The  learned  Counsel  then  proceeded  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  line  of  defence  which  he  found  it 
necessary  to  pursue  was  the  most  difficult  which 
it  had  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  an  advocate  to 
make  good ;  and  he  should  here  be  deficient  in 
respect  to  the  good  sense  and  talent  of  the  jury, 
if  he  pretended  to  assert  that  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar  was  perfectly  guiltless.  He  was  afraid 
that  it  was  but  too  evident  that  he  (Thistlewood) 
and  those  with  whom  he  was  connected  had  medi- 
tated assassination,  a  crime  which  was  little  less 
horrible  than  the  commission  of  it.     He  did  not 
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intend  to  palliate  Thistlewood's  conduct  in  doing 
so— far  from  it :  it  was  a  crime  not  to  be  pal- 
liated :  the  very  blood  recoiled  from  it — the  best 
feelings  of  human  nature  revolted  against  it,  and 
the  indignation  and  execration  of  society  always 
followed  it.  Still  he  thought  it  possible  that 
Thistlewood,  though  he  might  be  guilty  of  mur- 
der and  the  other  crimes  imputed  to  him  in  the 
various  indictments,  might  not  be  guilty  of  high 
treason.  Unless,  therefore,  he  was.  fully  and 
clearly  proved  to  be  so,  it  was  their  duty  to  ac- 
quit him ;  and  in  so  acquitting  him,  in  spite  of  all 
the  odium  and  prejudice  which  surrounded  him, 
they  would  be  doing  honour  to  themselves,  and 
benefit   to   their  posterity. 

"  He  was  not  weak  enough  to  say  this  in 
any  hope  that,  by  flattering  them,  he  should  obtain 
their  verdict ;  he  should  be  sorry  to  obtain  it 
on  such  terms ;  for  if  they  gave  a  verdict  for 
him  against  the  evidence,  they  would  be  doing 
no  honour  to  themselves,  and  a  great  injury  to 
their  posterity.  He  had  once  thought  of  stating 
to  them,  at  some  length,  the  nature  of  the  law 
of  treason,  but  he  had  afterwards  found  reason  to 
change  his  opinion,  it  having  been  suggested  to 
him  that  the  law  on  that  subject  would  come  bet 
ter  to  them  from  the  Court.  *  He  should  therefore 
proceed,  before  he  entered  into  a  minute  examina 
tion  of  the  evidence  (on  the  general  nature  of  it  he 
had  already  made  some  comments)  to  state  tc 
them  the  nature  of  the  indictment. 

"  They  had  heard  the  indictment  read  over 
to  them,  and  would  have  perceived,  unacquainted 
as  they  were  with  the  technicalities  of  the  law, 
that  the  same  offence  was  charged  against  the 
prisoner,  though  somewhat  varied  in  terms.  There 
were  four  charges,  or  counts,  to  which  he  parti- 
cularly wished  to  call  their  attention  ;  there  were 
to  each  of  these  ten  or  eleven  overt  acts,  all  of 
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which,  it  had  been  said,  must  be  considered  as 
shewing  the  intention  with  which  the  prisoner  had 
acted. 

"  The  prisoner  was  charged,  in  the  first  count, 
with  "  compassing,  imagining,  inventing,  devis- 
ing, and  intending  to  deprive  and  depose  our 
Lord  the  King,  from  the  style,  honour,  and  kingly 
name  of  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm.''  The 
overt  acts  stated  in  the  indictment  were,  con- 
spiring to  assassinate  several  of  the  Privy-Council; 
procuring  large  quantities  of  arms  with  intent  to 
assassinate  them  ;  as  also  to  subvert  and  destroy 
the  constitution  as  by  law  established;  issuing 
proclamations  to  the  King's  subjects  containing 
solicitations  to  aid  and  assist  them  in  making 
and  levying  insurrection;  and  various  other  acts 
specified  therein.  Before,  however,  they  found 
the  prisoner  guilty  upon  this  count;  they  ought  to 
be  convinced  that  the  intention  to  depose  the 
King  existed  previously,  and  not  subsequently, 
to  the  commission  of  these  overt  acts.  For  though 
they  should  be  perfectly  convinced  that  the  pri- 
soner had  gone  to  Lord  Harrowby's  house  with 
the  intention  of  killing  the  King's  ministers,  that 
fact  alone  did  not  render  him  guilty  of  high 
treason :  it  was  necessary  that  a  treasonable  inten- 
tion should  be  first  proved  to  exist. 

"  To  meditate  the  assassination  of  a  privy- 
councillor  was  certainly  a  crime  of  great  magni- 
tude, and  by  3  Hen.  VII.  cap.  14.,  had  been  made 
a  felony ;  and  by  a  later  statute,  that  of  9th 
Anne,  cap.  16,  to  assault  or  attempt  to  kill  one 
in  the  execution  of  his  office  was  made  a  felony, 
without  benefit  of  clergy.  Thus  it  was  clear  that 
to  kill  a  privy-councillor  was  not  in  itself  an  act 
of  high  treason,  unless  it  were  coupled  with  other 
acts  tending  to  prove  a  treasonable  intention  pre- 
viously existing  in  the  mind  of  the  prisoner.  They 
must,  therefore,  before  they  brought  in  a  verdict 
of  guilty  against  him,    be    convinced  of  one  of 
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these  four  points  :  either  that  he  did  intend  to  de- 
prive and  depose  our  Lord  the  King  from  the 
style,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  the  imperial 
crown  of  this  realm ;  or  that  he  did  intend  to  ex- 
cite rebellion  and  insurrection  within  this  realm, 
in  order  to  subvert  the  government ;  or  that  he 
did  intend  to  levy  war  against  the  King,  in 
order,  by  force  and  restraint,  to  compel  him  to 
change  his  measures  and  councils  ;  or  that  he  did 
intend,  with  force  and  arms,  to  effect  those  pur- 
poses. 

"  These  were  the  points  which  must  be  esta- 
blished before  they  could  find  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar  guilty  of  high  treason ;  and  what  was  the 
evidence  produced  to  establish  them?  He  did 
not  hesitate  to  affirm,  that  never  was  evidence  so 
weak  tendered  to  prove  charges  so  heinous.  It 
was  contradictory,  it  was  inadmissible,  it  was 
incredible,  coming  from  any  quarter,  but  still 
more  incredible,  coming,  as  it  did,  from  men 
destitute  of  all  character,  avowedly  engaged  in 
a  conspiracy  to  effect  a  hideous  murder,  and 
therefore  men  of  such  a  description  as  ought 
never  to  be  allowed  by  their  oaths  to  bring  the 
life  of  man  into  danger  at  all.  Before  he  proceeded 
any  further,  it  would  be  requisite  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  degree  of  credit  which  ought  to 
belong  to  an  accomplice.  The  Attorney-General, 
in  calling  an  accomplice  as  witness,  had  stated 
that  he  was  to  be  believed,  whenever  he  was 
supported  by  other  collateral  evidence.  On  this 
doctrine  he  would  not  comment  just  at  present, 
but  would  content  himself  with  observing,  that 
it  must  be  clear  to  all  of  them  that  the  whole 
charge  of  high  treason  rested  in  this  case  solely 
on  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice.  For  if  the 
testimony  of  Adams  were  to  be  dismissed  from 
their  notice,  there  was  not  a  single  syllable  said 
by  all  the  other  witnesses  who  had  been  pro- 
duced, (so  loosely  indeed  had  they  supported  the 
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testimony  of  Adams)  tending  to  convict  Thistle- 
wood  of  high  treason. 

"  The  question  then  came  to  this  point,  whether 
a  charge  of  high  treason  ought  to  be  considered 
as  made  out,  which  rested  solely  on  the  testimony 
of  an  accomplice,  and  an  accomplice,  too,  like 
Adams.  He  maintained  that  it  ought  not,  for  if 
Adams  were  believed,  no  witness  could  hereafter 
be  rejected  as  unworthy  of  credit,  and  conse- 
quently no  man's  life  or  honour  could  be  consi- 
dered secure.  "  An  accomplice/'  however,  con- 
tinued the  Attorney-General,  not  indeed  in  those 
very  words,  but  in  words  to  that  effect,  "  ought 
not  to  be  expected  to  receive  -support  on  every 
point  which  he  mentions  in  evidence,  because  if 
he  were  to  receive  such  support,  there  would  be 
no  reason  to  call  him  at  all." 

"  It  was  true  that  the  evidence  of  an  accom- 
plice might  be  believed  under  certain  circum- 
stances, that  is,  when  he  was  supported  by  other 
more  respectable  witnesses ;  but  then  he  must 
not  be  supported  by  only  a  few  witnesses,  but  by 
all  the  witnesses  which  could  be  called  to  confront 
him.  He  would  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  that 
those  who  availed  themselves  of  the  evidence  of 
an  accomplice  were  bound  to  produce  every 
witness  acquainted  with  the  facts  to  which  he 
swore,  not  merely  those  who  could  support,  but 
even  those  who  were  likely  to  contradict  them. 
These  persons  were  the  solemn  gages  of  his 
truth,  and  like  witnesses  to  the  signature  of  deeds, 
ought  to  be  called  forward  for  the  common  good 
of  all  parties.  This  was  not  merely  his  opinion, 
but  the  opinion  of  many  eminent  lawyers  who 
had  gone  before  him.  Indeed  he  had  read  an 
opinion  of  one  of  them  in  a  book,  which  he  could 
not  with  propriety  mention  there ;  an  opinion 
which  was  so  much  in  unison  with  his  own,  though 
much  more  forcibly  expressed,  that  he  could  not 
omit  the  opportunity  of  reading  it  to  them.     The 
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argument  in  it  was  clear  and  satisfactory,  and  the 
law  was  not  more  accurately  laid  down  than  it 
was  forcibly  expressed.  The  passage  to  which 
he  alluded  was  as  follows  : 

"  *  An  accomplice  may  be  a  witness;  even  uncon- 
firmed, he  is  a  witness  competent  to  be  heard/ — A 
witness  of  the  most  infamous  character,  unless  he 
has  been  actually  convicted  of  certain  specific 
crimes,  and  the  record  is  brought  into  Court,  may 
indeed  be  heard ;  but  it  is  for  you,  gentlemen, 
to  determine  what  degree  of  credit  you  will  give 
to  his  evidence.  Let  him  be  heard  ;  let  him  be 
examined  ;  I  thank  them  for  calling  this  witness  : 
I  thank  them  for  submitting  him  to  the  admirable 
cross-examination  of  my  learned  friend :  I  thank 
them  for  stopping  certain  subjects  of  inquiry ; 
all  this  must  satisfy  you,  that  no  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  his  testimony.  I  am  sure,  that  if 
this  were  a  case  not  of  the  immense  importance 
which  it  is ;  but  if  it  were  a  suit  instituted  to 
decide  the  smallest  question  of  civil  right,  that 
you  would  not  attend  or  give  the  slightest 
credence  to  such  evidence.  But  in  a  case  of  this 
nature  and  of  this  magnitude,  in  a  criminal  case, 
in  a  case  of  treason,  in  a  case  of  the  highest 
description  of  crime,  and,  with  respect  to  its 
inflictions  and  penalties,  the  severest  that  the  law 
recognizes ;  in  a  case  of  high  treason,  I  say,  to 
build  your  decision  upon  evidence  of  this  cha- 
racter, upon  such  a  witness,  and  such  a  treacherous 
foundation,  is  it  possible  that  my  friends  on  the 
other  side  can  expect  it ;  is  it  possible  that  they 
can  hope,  or  even  wish  for  it  ?  Can  you  believe 
that  they  could  have  known  the  previous  conduct 
and  character  of  this  man,  when  they  brought 
him  into  Court  ?  It  would  be  an  insult  to  your 
understandings ;  it  would  be  an  outrage  to 
common  sense ;  a  mockery  of  justice,  to  suppose 
that  the  smallest  degree  of  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  such  evidence. 


TRIAL    OF    THISTLKWOOD.  207 

"  But  it  is  said  that  he  is  confirmed  ;  and 
because  he  is  confirmed  in  some  facts,  you  are 
therefore  to  believe  him  in  the  rest.  This  is  a 
position  which  lawyers  are  in  the  habit  of  stating 
in  a  very  unqualified  manner;  but  it  is  not  a 
position  which  can  be  maintained  to  tins  extent, 
according  to  any  principle  of  common  sense. 
There  is  no  man  who  tells  a  long  and  complicated 
story,  like  that  which  you  .have  heard,  who 
may,  and  must  not  of  necessity,  be  confirmed  in 
many  parts  of  it.  The  witness  was  upwards  of 
eight  hours  in  giving  his  evidence,  and  of  course 
stated  many  facts,  which  no  man  denies,  which 
have  been  in  all  the  newspapers  for  weeks  and  for 
months  past ;  and  because  he  is  confirmed  in 
certain  particulars,  you  are  therefore  required 
to  believe  the  whole  of  his  story  to  be  true.  Is 
this  a  proposition  to  be  insisted  upon  ?  Can  it 
for  a  moment  be  maintained  to  this  extent,  and 
in  this  broad  and  unqualified  way  ?  But,  gentle- 
men, every  profession  and  science  has  its  phrases ; 
the  necessary  qualifications  are  by  degrees  lost 
sight  of,  and  the  worst  errors  are  thus  intro- 
duced. 

"Let  us  then  look  at  the  mischief  of  this  doc- 
trine, and  see  the  evils  and  injustice  that  have 
arisen  out  of  it.  The  notorious  Titus  Oates, 
the  witness  for  the  Crown  in  the  trials  founded 
upon  the  Popish  Plot,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Second,  that  most  infamous  and  perjured  wretch, 
who  was  afterwards  convicted  of  perjury  for  his 
evidence  upon  those  trials,  and  suffered  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  law  for  his  crime,  was  confirmed 
in  his  testimony  in  many  most  important  particu- 
lars. Unfortunately,  the  juries,  misled  in  those 
times  of  heat  and  party  animosity,  were  prevailed 
upon  to  believe  him,  and  many  unhappy  persons 
suffered  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  punish- 
ment of  the  law  ;  and  murders  were  committed, 
under  the  forms  of  justice,   in  consequence  of  the 
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reliance  placed  upon  the  frail  and  fallacious  testi- 
mony of  a  raan  of  that  description.  You  perceive, 
then,  gentlemen,  the  danger  of  this  doctrine ;  and 
that  it  is  not  because  a  man  is  confirmed  in 
certain  circumstances  that  you  can  safely  believe 
him,  as  to  other  facts  where  that  confirmation  is 
wanting. 

"  What  is  the  character  of  falsehood  ?  Who 
has  lived  in  the  world,  and  has  at  all  examined 
the  operations  of  the  human  heart  and  mind,  who 
does  not  know  that  this  is  the  usual  and  proper 
character  of  falsehood — that  it  does  not  wholly 
invent,  falsehood  engrafts  itself  upon  truth,  and 
by  that  artifice  misleads  and  deceives,  truth  is 
exaggerated,  things  that  exist  are  discoloured 
or  distorted — these  are  the  usual  operations  of 
falsehood;  this  is  a  part  of  its  nature,  its  address 
and  dexterity.  It  arises,  therefore,  out  of  the 
very  nature  of  perjury,  that  it  must  be  confirmed 
to  a  certain  extent;  and  it  is  because  there  is 
confirmation  in  certain  particulars,  to  which  par- 
ticulars I  shall,  by-and-by,  take  the  liberty  of 
drawing  your  attention,  that  you  are  gravely  re- 
quired to  believe  the  whole  of  the  miserable 
fictions  with  which  you  have  been  insulted  in  the 
evidence  of  this  abandoned  wretch. 

"  But  let  us  look  with  a  little  more  accuracy  to 
the  shades  and  distinctions  upon  this  material 
point.  I  beg  you  to  follow  me  ;  for  it  is  most  im- 
portant, according  to  my  apprehension  of  the 
question.  A  man  may  be  seduced  into  the 
commission  of  an  offence,  who  had  previously 
maintained  a  good  character ;  he  may  repent  of 
his  crime,  and  give  information,  and  then  come 
into  court  as  a  witness.  It  the  story  which  he 
tells  is  found  to  be  probable ;  if  he  is  not  only 
uncontradicted  in  any  facts,  but  is  confirmed  in 
essential  particulars;  if  there  are  no  circumstances 
of  suspicion  arising  out  of  the  situation  in  which 
be   stands,    a  jury,    may,    rx>ssibly,   upon   such 
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evidence,  be  justified  in  finding  a  verdict  of 
guilty.  I  repeat  it,  that  if  the  previous  character 
of  the  man  were  good  ;  that  if  the  story  he  tells  is 
probable ;  if  it  is  not  proved  to  be  false  in  any 
part  of  it ;  if  he  is  confirmed  in  essential  particu- 
lars, and  there  are  no  circumstances  of  suspicion 
arising  out  of  the  persons  with  whom  he  is  con- 
nected, and  by  whom  he  is  surrounded,  then  the 
Jury  may  give  credit  to  his  evidence. 

"  He  could  not  help  observing,  that,  if  he  had 
desired  the  best  friend  whom  he  had  in  the  world 
to  enlarge  his  mind  by  the  infusion  of  good  sound 
legal  opinions,  or  to  compose  for  him  a  disserta- 
tion on  this  express  subject,  that  friend  could 
not  have  given  him  any  sentences  so  adequate  to 
the  expression  of  the  sentiments  which  he  wished 
to  convey  to  the  Jury,  as  were  the  sentences  which 
he  had  just  read  to  them.  He  could  have  wished 
to  have  given  them  the  book  which  contained  these 
sentences  to  keep  in  the  box  with  them,  but  the 
practice  of  the  Court  prevented  him  from  doing 
so;  he  would,  however,  ask  them  to  retain 
them,  if  they  could,  in  their  minds,  as  a  shield 
of  protection  for  the  prisoner,  against  a  man, 
who  ought  not  to  be  believed  on  any  one  point,  but 
who  had  interwoven  with  his  falsehoods  many 
truths,  which  he  had  acquired  either  from  common 
report  in  common  conversation,  or  which  had 
been  impressed  on  his  recollection  by  the  injunc- 
tion of  those  under  whom  he  acted. 

"  The  next  step  which  he  had  to  take,  would 
be  to  comment  on  the  evidence,  but  before  he 
entered  into  an  examination  of  it,  he  should  beg 
leave  to  describe  the  nature  of  the  defence  winch 
he  was  going  to  make.  He  thought  it,  therefore, 
his  duty,  to  say  at  once,  that  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  of  Thistlewood  having  been  at  a  meet- 
ing in  Cato-street,  and  that  he,  with  the  other 
members  of  that  meeting,  had  determined  to 
murder  all  the  Cabinet  Ministers.    To  entertain  a 
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doubt  of  the  existence  of  the  meeting-,  or  the 
sanguinary  designs  which  those  who  attended  it 
entertained,  would  be  full  as  absurd  as  to  doubt 
the  existence  of  light  now  that  the  sun  was  casting 
its  full  radiance  upon  the  Court.  Whilst  that 
meeting  was  in  deep  deliberation,  it  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  police  officers. 
In  the  affray  which  ensued,  Smithers  met  his 
death,  or,  he  ought  rather  to  speak  out  plainly, 
was  murdered. 

"  Making,  however,  these  concessions,  and  ad- 
mitting the  facts  to  be  as  bad  as  bad  could  be 
against  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  believing  even,  as 
he  did  believe,  that  Thistlewood  was  guilty  of 
the  murder  of  Smithers,  still  he  maintained  that 
his  guilt  did  not  amount  to  high  treason.  He 
would  admit,  that  from  motives  of  a  personal 
nature,  Thistlewood  wished  to  kill  one  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers ;  and  that,  in  order  to  effect 
that  purpose,  he  had  no  objection  to  kill  them  all. 
The  Jury  ought,  however,  to  recollect  that,  whilst 
influenced  by  this  wish,  he  had  always  been 
accompanied  by  two  spies :  how  far  they  had 
advised  these  plots  was  not  clear,  but  one  thing 
was  clear,  that,  upon  such  evidence  as  theirs,  they 
were  called  upon  to  convict  Thistlewood  of  high 
treason.  That  he  had  been  guilty  of  murder  he 
(Mr.  Adolphus)  was  not  now  going  to  dispute; 
but  it  was  too  bad  that  the  crimes  of  murder  and 
treason  should  now  be  blended  together,  and  that 
he  should  be  represented  as  meditating  a  crime 
which  he  never  had  for  one  moment  in  his  heart. 

"  He  had  already  stated  to  them,  that  if  Adams's 
evidence  did  not  convict  Thistlewood,  none  else 
did,  for  the  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses  way, 
little  or  nothing.  If,  therefore,  he  shewed  them, 
as  he  hoped  and  trusted  he  should  shew  them, 
that  the  witness  Adams  was  totally  unworthy 
of  belief,  then  a  verdict  of  acquittal  must  be  given 
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for  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  In  order  to  convince 
them  how  totally  undeserving  he  (Adams)  was  of 
credit,  he  (Mr.  Adolphus)  should  beg  leave  to 
direct  their  attention  to  three  points.  He  should 
ask  them  how  far  Adams  had  been  confirmed  in  that 
part  of  his  evidence  which  related  to  the  treason ; 
then  how  far  he  had  been  contradicted  by  his  own 
evidence,  or  that  of  others ;  and,  lastly,  how  far 
he  might  have  been  confirmed  by  others,  if  the 
Counsel  for  the  Crown  had  thought  proper  to  call 
them. 

"  What  then  was  the  testimony  which  Mr. 
Robert  Adams  had  given  to  them?  He  (Mr. 
Adolphus)  would  tell  them.  The  man  had  com- 
menced his  evidence  by  informing  them,  that  he 
had  been  a  soldier  some  years  in  the  Blues.  That 
any  subject  of  the  King  should  entertain  such 
schemes  as  had  been  entertained  by  these 
alleged  conspirators,  was  certainly  deplorable; 
but  that  a  man  in  the  situation  of  Adams,  a  soldier, 
sworn  to  defend  his  Majesty  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  from  all  harm  and  danger,  should  have 
voluntarily  entered  into  them,  and  should  never 
have  felt  any  of  what  he  (Adams)  had  termed 
compunctious  visitings  as  to  the  guilt  in  which  he 
was  going  to  involve  himself,  until  four  days 
after  the  execution  of  that  guilt  had  been  rendered 
impossible,  was  a  circumstance  so  atrocious  as  to 
deprive  him  of  all  claim  to  credibility  and  respect. 

"  This  loyal  soldier,  however,  proceeded  to  in- 
form them,  that  he  had  become  acquainted  with 
Brunt  about  three  years  ago,  when  the  British 
army  was  at  Cambray,  at  which  time  Brunt  was 
attending  it  in  the  capacity  of  a  shoemaker.  After 
the  dispersion  of  the  army  he  lost  sight  of  him 
for  some  time,  but  afterwards  met  him  again  in 
the  month  of"January  last,  when  Brunt  introduced 
him  to  Thistlewood.  Then  occurred  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  circumstances  which  he  (Mr. 
Adolphus)  had  ever  heard  of,  though  it  appeared 
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to  be  nothing  else  than  the  fashion  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  case.  At  his  very  first  meeting 
with  this  Mr.  Adams,  Thistlewood  let  him  into 
the  whole  secret  of  his  traitorous  designs.  But 
could  any  one  believe  that  Thistlewood  himself 
was  so  reckless  of  life,  as  to  use  language  to  a 
stranger  equivalent  to  this  ? — '  My  fate  is  so  hard, 
my  circumstances  are  so  desperate,  that  I  care  not 
a  straw  what  becomes  of  me.  I  put  myself,  and 
all  my  designs,  into  your  hands,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  consequences;  and  yet  those  designs 
are  so  horrible  and  so  sanguinary,  that  if  you  have 
the  slightest  portion  of  loyal  feeling  about  you, 
you  must  denounce  me  to  Government,  you  must 
hand  me  over  to  justice,  you  must  embrace  the 
opportunity  which  I  have  given  you  of  condemn- 
ing me,  without  any  scruple,  out  of  my  own 
mouth.'  Was  it  possible  that  any  man  in  his 
senses  could  be  thus  blind  and  foolish  ?  Could 
the  most  credulous  man  alive  be  persuaded  to 
attach  credit  to  so  incredible  a  story  ?  He  thought 
not ;  and  he  therefore  trusted,  that  on  such  evi- 
dence, they  would  never  find  the  prisoner  guilty 
of  high  treason. 

"  But  though  the  prisoner,  and  those  with 
whom  he  was  connected,  had  not  meditated  so 
great  a  crime  as  treason,  the  evidence  inclined 
him  to  believe,  that  after  the  perpetration  of  the 
bloody  deeds  which  they  meditated,  they  had  in- 
tended, under  shelter  of  the  confusion  which  such 
atrocities  would  have  created,  to  have  commenced 
a  general  plunder  and  devastation  of  the  metro- 
polis. Such  an  intention,  though  it  enhanced  their 
guilt,  did  not  make  it  amount  to  high  treason ; 
and,  indeed,  any  person  who  carefully  perused 
the  evidence,  would  observe  that  it  tallied  well 
throughout  with  a  design  to  plunder,  but  very  ill 
indeed  with  a  design  to  depose  the  King  and 
to  alter  the  form  of  Government.  For  what  was 
it  that  Mr.  Adams  next  said?   Why,   after  some 
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conversation  as  to  his  excellence  as  a  swordsman, 
Thistlewood  is  represented  as  saying,  '  No  man 
worth  10/.  was  worth  any  thing  for  the  good  of  his 
country.  The  tradesmen  and  shopkeepers  of 
London  were  a  set  of  aristocrats  together,  and  all 
worked  under  the  same  system  of  government. 
He  should  like  to  see  the  day  when  all  the  shops 
should  be  shut  up  and  well  plundered.'  Why, 
the  whole  intent  of  their  conspiracy  was  disclosed 
in  this  sentence.  Here  was  nothing  about  de- 
priving the  King  of  his  style  and  dignity ;  but 
there  was  a  good  deal  about  plundering  the  city. 
Their  arms,  too,  were  fitted  for  this  purpose,  but 
not  for  overturning  the  Government,  as  must  have 
been  evident  to  all,  from  the  miserable  display  of 
their  armory  which  had  been  so  ostentatiously 
made  on  the  preceding  evening.  Therefore,  unless 
they  could  suppose,  that  to  murder  the  man 
whom  they  hated,  and  to  plunder  the  shops  during 
the  trepidation  ensuing  on  such  murder,  amounted 
to  a  deposing  of  the  King,  they  must  acquit  This- 
tlewood of  high  treason. 

"  At  another  meeting,  this  formidable  band 
of  traitors  declared  that  they  were  so  poor, 
that  they  could  not  wait  longer  than  the  en- 
suing Wednesday  for  the  effecting  of  their  in- 
tended revolution.  He  left  it  to  the  jury  to  say, 
whether  such  a  declaration  savoured  more  of 
plunder  or  of  high  treason.  But,  in  his  opinion, 
a  scheme  of  plunder  was  the  only  thing  which 
could  be  thus  easily  arranged  ;  not  a  revolution 
in  the  state,  which  must  depend  upon  many  for- 
tuitous events  and  circumstances.  After  this, 
their  conversation  became  sportive ;  they  gave 
certain  facetious  nick-names  to  certain  distin- 
guished noblemen ;  how  justly  it  was  not  their 
business  then  to  decide.  This  occurred  on  the 
13th  of  January,  just  one  month  and  ten  days 
before  the  transaction  in  Cato-street.  What  occur- 
red  next,    according   to   the   testimony   of   the 
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respectable  Mr.  Adams  ?  Why,  that  three  days 
afterwards  he  was  himself  arrested  for  a  small 
debt,  and  carried  to  Whitecross-street  prison, 
which  residence  he  did  not  leave  until  the  30th  of 
January.  Was  this  man,  who  could  not  even  pre- 
serve his  liberty,  more  likely  to  be  found  engaged 
in  a  design  to  destroy  the  state,  or  in  a  design 
to  commit  pillage  and  plunder,  to  enrich  himself? 
He  had  nothing  to  lose,  he  had  every  thing  to 
gain ;  and  if  the  worst  came  to  the  worst,  he  had 
only  to  save  himself,  and  hang  the  rest  of  his 
companions,  by  turning  King's  evidence  against 
them. 

"  After  Adams  had  got  out  of  prison,  he  re- 
turned to  his  old  friends.,  and  had  several  con- 
versations with  them,  at  all  of  which  Edwards 
was  present.  He  wished  to  call  their  attention 
to  this  curious  fact,  that  Edwards,  who  could 
have  proved  all  the  conversations  which  had 
taken  place — Edwards,  whose  name  was  placed 
on  the  back  of  the  indictment  as  a  witness  to  be 
summoned  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  had  never 
once  been  put  into  the  box.  Shortly  afterwards 
they  took  a  room  to  themselves,  and  had  meet- 
ings in  it  twice  or  thrice  every  day.  Adams 
attended  them  all,  became  acquainted  with  all 
their  projects,  made  himself  an  active  partner  to 
all  their  intended  atrocities';  and  yet,  though  a 
soldier  of  the  King's,  never  disclosed  a  syllable  of 
them  to  any  of  the  constituted  authorities  until 
he  was  apprehended.  What  next  ?  Why,  between 
the  3d  and  the  16th  of  February,  another  conver- 
sation occurred ;  and  then  this  plot  is  described  as 
assuming,  for  the  first  time,  a  treasonable  shape, 
'  One  evening/  says  this  respectable  witness,  *  I 
went  in  and  saw  Harrison,  Thistlewood  and 
Brunt:  Harrison  said,  that  he  had  been  speaking 
to  one  of  the  horse-guards,  who  had  told  him 
that  the  whole  of  their  regiment  would  be  down 
at  Windsor  on  the  King's  funeral.     He  said  that 
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this  would  be  a  favourable  opportunity  to  kick  up 
a  row,  and  to  see  what  could  be  done.'  Kick  up 
a  row !  That  very  phrase  explained  the  whole 
matter — all  the  troops  would  not,  indeed,  be  out 
of  town,  but  all  the  officers  of  police  would,  and 
therefore  it  was  a  favourable  opportunity  to  kick 
up  a  row,  and  to  commit  depredation.  '  This- 
tlewood'  continued  Mr.  Adams,  '  said  that  it  was 
a  good  plan  ;  and,  added,  that  if  they  could  get 
the  two  pieces  of  cannon  in  Gray's  Inn-lane,  and 
the  six  pieces  in  the  Artillery-ground,  they  would 
so  help  themselves  as  to  have  possession  of  Lon- 
don before  morning.  He  also  said,  that  when  the 
news  should  reach  Windsor,  the  soldiers  would  be 
so  tired  from  being  up  all  night,  as  to  be  incapa- 
ble of  doing  any  thing  when  they  returned  to 
London.'  In  possession  of  London!  Why  this 
fellow,  with  his  military  education,  ought  to  have 
known  that  he  could  not  take  military  possession 
of  any  single  respectable  street  in  the  metropolis 
with  ten  times  the  number  of  men  said  to  be  en- 
gaged in  this  wild  attempt  to  overthrow  a  mighty 
empire.  For  were  their  numbers  unknown?  No — 
their  whole  battalia  was  well  known  to  consist  o* 
not  more  than  twenty-five  men;  and  yet,  with 
this  mighty  force,  and  with  eight  pieces  of  ar 
tillery,  they  were  to  be  able  to  keep  possession 
of  London,  because  the  poor  dear  soldiers  would 
be  tired  to  death  by  being  kept  up  on  duty  a 
whole  night  at  Windsor.  Were  such  idle  dreams 
and  dotages  to  be  credited  in  a  court  of  justice  ? 
or  were  they  to  be  dismissed  from  their  recollec- 
tion with  that  scorn  and  contempt  which  was  so 
eminently  their  due  ? 

"  Adams  then  represented  Thistlewood  continu- 
ing as  follows : — '  By  persevering  after  they  had 
got  the  cannon,  and  by  using  some  activity,  they 
might  go  to  Hyde-park  and  prevent  any  person 
or  messenger  from  going  to  Windsor,  and  giving 
the  alarm.     Another  party  should  then  cross  the 
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water,  and  take  the  telegraph,  to  prevent  any 
communication  being  made  at  Woolwich  of  what 
was  going  forward  at  London.'  The  man  who 
devised  such  a  plan,  might,  indeed,  be  considered 
as  mad — but  at  least  there  was  method  in  his 
madness.  Roads  were  to  be  commanded  in  this, 
important  diversions  operated  in  that  direction, 
telegraphs  to  be  seized  in  one  town,  and  soldiers 
paralyzed  in  another.  All  this,  too,  was  to  be 
done  by  twenty-five  men  and  eight  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, who  were  to  be  gifted,  in  addition  to  all  their 
other  qualifications,  with  the  most  wonderful 
ubiquity. 

"  That  a  wicked  man,  or  that  even  a  madman, 
might  devise  such  a  project,  he  could  easily  be- 
lieve; but  that  any  man  should  propose  it  as  a 
feasible  project  to  any  body  of  men,  was  more 
than  he  could  ever  be  induced  to  credit.  For 
no  story  of  oriental  romance  was  so  extravagant 
— no  exploit  of  any  hero  of  school  divinity  was  so 
inconsistent  with  reason  and  probability,  as  was 
the  design  which  Adams  had  shown  to  have  been 
recommended  by  Thistlewood  to  his  associates. 
And  yet  these  men  were  to  form  a  provisional 
government,  and  the  forming  of  this  provisional 
government  was  to  constitute  a  chief  point  of 
their  guilt !  They  form  a  provisional  government 
for  this  mighty  empire  !  In  what  way  ?  by  what 
means?  out  of  what  materials?  Out  of  those  illi- 
terate and  beggarly  individuals,  he  supposed, 
who  could  not  agree  on  the  drawing  up,  on  car- 
tridge-paper, of  three  lines,  to  be  exposed  on  the 
great  day  of  the  revolution  on  the  blazing  buildings 
of  London,  for  the  good  of  the  people. 

"  This  provisional  government,  formed  from 
such  materials  as  he  had  described,  was  not  to 
begin  the  exercise  of  its  authority,  however,  until 
the  soldiers,  who  were  to  be  tired  to  death  by 
sitting  up  all  night  at  Windsor,  were  fairly  dis- 
posed of.     From  his  talking  thus  coolly  of  tiring 
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the  poor  soldiers  to  death  by  the  labours  of 
one  night,  it  was  quite  clear  that  Adams,  with 
all  his  military  education,  had  either  never  heard 
of  such  a  thing  as  a  bivouac,  or  else  that  he  had 
conceived  all  virtue  and  all  valour,  as  well  as 
all  honesty,  to  have  left  the  army  when  he  quitted 
it  The  provisional  government  being  formed, 
it  was  only  natural  to  expect  that  the  business  of 
the  drama  would  crowd  more  thickly  upon  the 
Jury,  and  therefore  they  might  be  excused  for 
asking  what  came  next.  Why,  the  provisional 
government  was  to  send  to  the  sea-ports  to  pre- 
vent any  gentlemen  from  leaving  England  without 
passports  :  it  was  to  send  to  Dover,  to  Brighton, 
to  Margate,  to  Ramsgate,  and  other  places,  orders 
to  that  effect ;  to  send  to  all  of  them,  too,  during 
the  night  of  the  King's  funeral — and,  above  all, 
was  to  send  these  orders  to  Brighton  in  particu- 
lar. Why  so  ?  because  the  mention  of  Brighton 
brought  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  into  contact  with 
the  reigning  Sovereign,  and  laid  a  foundation  for 
a  charge  of  high  treason. 

"  The  King,  however,  was  not  at  that  time  at 
Brighton,  but  unfortunately  confined  to  his  palace 
in  London  by  so  severe  an  indisposition  as  to 
require  the  issuing  of  daily  bulletins  regarding 
the  state  of  his  health.  From  that  indisposition 
he  had  now  recovered,  and  he  (Mr.  Adolphus) 
prayed  to  God  that  he  might  long  be  preserved 
from  the  recurrence  of  it.  The  prisoner  at  the 
bar,  however,  if  they  were  to  believe  the  testi- 
mony of  Adams,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  present 
family  had  inherited  the  throne  long  enough,  and 
that  it  was  of  no  use  for  the  present  King  to 
think  of  ever  being  crowned." 

The  learned  Counsel  proceeded,  "  Thus,  gen- 
tlemen, is  the  secret  detected  !  Here  is  the  word 
of  the  wise  and  the  edict  of  the  powerful !  By 
means  like  these  was  the  greatest  metropolis  in 
the  world  to  be  taken,  the  great  roads  of  com- 

2    F 


218  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY. 

munication  with  the  country  occupied,  and  the 
sea-port  towns  seized!  Yet,  by  this  shameless 
fabricator  of  incredible  falsehood,  and  by  him 
alone,  is  the  first  count  of  the  indictment  sup- 
ported. It  required  the  greatest  human  fortitude 
of  face  to  state  it.  Well,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  first  Cabinet  dinner  was  to  be  given.  Cabinet 
dinners  were  said  to  be  suspended  during  the 
death  of  the  late  King,  and  the  illness  of  the 
present.  On  occasion  of  this  first  Cabinet  dinner 
the  plan  was  to  be  executed.  Mark,  now,  how 
this  story  breaks  itself  to  pieces  ! 

"  On  the  16th  of  February  the  plot  is  formed; 
yet  then  there  was  no  ministry,  and  no  intention 
of  a  Cabinet  dinner.     This  is  flagrant,  gross,  and 
palpable,  too  palpable  for  detection,  too  flagrant 
for  exaggeration.     Several  meetings  are  said  to 
have  been  held  at  Fox's-court.     It  was  found,  on 
the  19  th  February,  that  the  soldiers  had  done 
their  duty,   and  were  not  to  be  surprised,  there- 
fore something  new  must  be  devised.     For  this 
purpose  comes  the  ever  memorable  information 
in  The  New  Times.     They  had   nothing  in  view 
but  plunder ;  they  sought  only  the  surest  way  to 
plunder.     Poverty  was  their  goad,  plunder  their 
aim.     Their   designs   were  not  directed   against 
any  individuals,  however  exalted,  but  as  means 
of  plunder.     But  a  committee   was   appointed, 
and  we  see  them  assembled  on  the  20th.     This 
is    eminently   worthy    of    your    attention.      On 
Sunday,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
the  snow  fell  so  thick  that  one  could  scarcely  see 
his   way,    the    committee    met.     Tidd   took    the 
chair  at  this  rehearsal  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment.    Tidd  sat  in  the  chair  with  a  pike  in  his 
hand.     Thistle  wood  took  his  station  on  his  right ; 
Brunt  was  on  the  left ;  Thistlewood  opens: — '  I 
presume  you  know  what  you  have  met  here  for; 
I  mean  the  west-end  job.'     This  is  presumptuous 
enough,  certainly.     Brunt  speaks  next :  he  neve 
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speaks  without  an  oath,  and  he,  characteristically 
says,  l  D — n  my  eyes,  mention  it  out.'  Tidd 
calls  to  order.  So  orderly  was  this  meeting  . 
Thistlewood  then  proposes  to  assassinate  the 
ministers  separately,  as  they  cannot  be  got  to- 
gether. 

"  Their  arrangements  for  this  are  like  all  the 
other  arrangements ;  barracks  were  to  be  taken, 
cannons  carried  away,  ministers  assassinated, 
government  subverted,  the  Mansion  House  occu- 
pied, all  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men.  Twenty-five 
were  the  greatest  number  ever  spoken  to. 
Twenty-five  would  find  themselves  completely 
lost  in  the  Mansion  House ;  they  might  as  well 
wander  through  the  Tower  of  Babel.  Pal  in,  who 
was  to  be  particularly  important  in  his  services, 
was  to  travel  from  place  to  place  with  satchels 
of  burning  materials  on  his  back,  and  was  alone 
to  set  fire  to  several  places.  Mr.  Palin  alone  was 
to  be  seen  wandering  about,  setting  fire  to  houses 
for  amusement,  or  for  the  perfection  of  their 
plan.  Each  individual  was  to  have  his  distinct 
act  of  assassination ;  whoever  failed  was  to  be 
himself  assassinated.  But  who  the  spare  assassin 
was,  to  assassinate  the  rest  if  they  failed,  was 
not  told:  But  this  is  one  of  the  many  fictions 
which  you  are  called  upon  to  swallow. 

f  The  witness  ventured,  for  the  first  time,  to 
express  here  some  difficulty,  and  asked  whether, 
if  failure  proceeded  from  unavoidable  causes,  and 
not  from  cowardice,  the  same  consequence  must 
follow.  Thistlewood  relieved  him  from  this 
apprehension.  But  how  the  court-martial  was  to 
be  formed  to  try  the  case  was  not  discovered. 
Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  delirium  of  delusion,  or 
the  suggestions  of  frenzy,  which  you  are  called 
upon  to  believe.  Mr.  Palin  delivers  a  speech  in 
parliamentary  form.  '  Agreeing  as  I  do  with 
the  plan  proposed,  I  wish  to  know  where  men 
are  to  be  found.'     Then  he    asks    whether   the 
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plan  is  to  be  communicated  to  those  he  meant 
to  call  upon.  Thistlewood  authorizes  him  to  use 
his  own  discretion.  Gentlemen,  if  you  find  in 
this  testimony  some  remote  pointing  to  proba- 
bility, believe  it;  but  can  you,  for  a  moment, 
hesitate  respecting  this  gross  and  flagrant  fiction  ? 
Furnival's  Inn  was  selected  for  setting  fire  to. 
No  building  is  less  liable  to  be  burnt.  It  is  a 
modern  building,  and  there  are  strong  party-walls, 
©ther  places,  which  I  shall  not  name,  and  where 
some  of  us  live,  would  be  much  fitter  Many 
places  between  Furnival's  Tnn  and  Fetter-lane, 
all  timber,  would  take  fire  at  once.  But  FurnivaFs 
Inn  appeared  fittest  in  fiction. 

"  The  witness  had  been  in  prison,  and  having 
forgotten  that  Furnival's  Inn  was  rebuilt,  and 
inventing  what  he  should  say  to  the  Privy-Council, 
he  represented  Furnival's  Inn  as  the  place  to  be 
burnt,  because,  in  its  former  state,  it  would 
readily  take  fire  The  Privy  Council,  their  clerk, 
as  well  as  the  Attorney  General,  I  believe,  gave 
him  no  assistance ;  they  only  placed  him  before 
an  impartial  jury.  You  know  that  if  the  plan  were 
contemplated  and  effected,  a  chandler's  shop  at 
Charing- cross,  where  the  various  communications 
diverge  into  the  town,  would  create  more  alarm. 
But  this  suited  the  grossness  of  fiction,  or  the  fond- 
ness of  delusion,  by  which  this  witness  looked  for 
impunity  and  reward.    We  now  come  to  the  busi 

ness  of  the  exchequer.     Brunt  says,  "  D n 

my  eyes,  though  I  have  not  worked  for  some  time, 
I  have  a  1/.  note,  and  I  shall  give  it  for  a  treat." 
You  will  not,  gentlemen,  suppose  that  I  repeat 
these  oaths  as  feeling  pleasure  in  doing  so.  It  is 
painful  to  me,  and  disgusting  to  you ;  but,  in  my 
tumble  judgment,  it  is  not  a  needless  repetition. 

"  Suppose  Brunt's  generous  purpose  accom- 
plished, it  will  give  a  slice  of  cheese,  a  piece  of 
bread,  and  a  glass  of  gin  to  each.  It  appears 
that   Cs.   was    the  largest  sum  seen  with  them  : 


TRIAL    OF    TH1STLEW0OD.  221 

there  was  Is.  on  another  occasion ;  there  was 
Id.  for  a  newspaper,  7s.  Id.  was  the  treasury- 
then.  Whether  this  and  the  prospect  of  sharing 
in  the  produce  of  a  1/.  note,  could  induce  fifteen 
men  to  subvert  the  Government,  I  leave  you  to 
judge.  Nothing  stimulated  them,  then,  but  the 
hope  of  plunder.  When  they  should  have  done 
something  to  create  alarm,  they  expected  to  have 
full  liberty  of  plunder. 

"  Thus  have  I  endeavoured,  gentlemen,  by 
hours  stolen  from  my  rest,  to  lay  before  you  the 
real  character  of  their  Lintentions.  My  Lord  wil 
fairly  state  the  law  to  you;  I  need  not,  therefore, 
anticipate  any  thing  on  that  subject.  At  the  meet- 
ing on  the  21st,  information  is  said  to  have  been 
given  that  their  proceedings  were  known  at  Bow- 
street,  and  at  the  Secretary  of  State's  office. 
We  might  have  had  evidence  whether  this  infor- 
mation could  be  well  founded,  but  we  have  none. 
Next  day,  the  22d,  the  cabinet  dinner  is  an- 
nouDced.  Who  announces  it?  Mr.  Edwards. 
This  corresponds  with  what  is  in  evidence  before 
you,  that  the  intelligence  was  fabricated,  and  put 
into  the  paper  for  this  purpose.  "  Poverty  goads 
on  these  men;  it  is  fit,"  said  the  prompters, 
"  that  we  put  them  on  to  what  will  serve  our  own 
purposes." 

"  The  Court  reporter  himself  did  not  know  of 
the  cabinet  dinner.  He  has  told  you,  that  the 
word  '  grand '  could  not  be  applied  by  him,  as 
one  cabinet  dinner  was  not  grander  than  another. 
You  see,  then,  how  it  has  been  fabricated.  I  will 
here  once  more  allude  to  the  execrations  of  Brunt, 
and  from  this  time  dismiss  them  from  your  ob- 
servation. 

"  The  Attorney  General  animadverted  properly 
on  the  impiety  and  obduracy  of  heart  which 
the  language  of  Brunt  indicated.  If  it  was  true, 
his  infamy  baffles  description.  It  is,  that  up  to  that 
moment  he  had  been  an  infidel,  but  he  had  been 


222  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY. 

praying  to  God,  and  he  now  believed,  because 
his  prayer  was  answered.  Such  are  the  words 
uttered  by  the  fiction-making  witness's  mouth. 
4  I  have  prayed  to  God,  in  whom  I  did  not  believe, 
to  put  in  our  power  innocent  men,  who  are  highly 
favoured  in  this  world.'  These  are  the  fictions  of 
a  gross,  rank,  ignorant,  conspirator;  they  defy 
the  grasp  of  human  investigation  ;  they  almost 
persuade  us  to  believe  them,  because  they  are 
impossible.  We  are  almost  led  to  say,  as  one 
said  on  another  occasion,  '  I  believe  it,  because 
no  man  would  invent  what  is  so  incredible/  But, 
on  a  question  of  }ife  and  death,  gentlemen,  you 
will  not  listen  tc  such  fictions ;  you  will  not  re- 
gard such  fantastical  decoys.  Perforated  by 
the  witness's  own  act,  his  creation  sinks  to  the 
bottom  of  the  sea ;  it  can  form  neither  buoy  nor 
vessel — it  is  sunk  and  destroyed  for  ever.  But 
he  is  an  infamous  witness  who  cannot  be  believed 
at  all.  You  find  himself  next  in  the  chair ;  and 
when  one  turns  upon  him  like  a  bull-dog,  and 
another  like  a  bear,  he  remains  firm. 

"  It  was  then  resolved  to  have  a  watch  set 
upon  Lord  Harrowby's  house.  This  was  certainly 
done,  and  was  a  part  of  the  plan  which  was  un- 
doubtedly formed  to  murder  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters. But  after  that  should  have  been  done,  so 
barren  were  they  of  invention,  that  they  were  to 
fall  back  on  their  old  plan  of  carrying  away  can- 
nons without  horses ;  of  occupying  posts  without 
men ;  and  of  performing  great  deeds  without  any 
means. 

"  Provisional  Government !  Unless  the  pro- 
nouncing of  these  words  were  to  '  raise  spirits 
from  the  vasty  deep,'  I  know  not  what  it  could 
meari  A  printing  press,  one  would  have  thought, 
was  indispensable.  But  no  means  of  printing  a 
placard  had  they.  Their  proclamations  were 
written  on  a  piece  of  cartridge  paper.  I  beg  par- 
don, let  me  not  understate  the  means  possessed 
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by  them ;  on  three  pieces  of  cartridge  paper  were 
the  magical  words  written.  '  Your  tyrants  are 
destroyed.'  Ministers  were  the  tyrants  then.  Be 
it  so.  This  is  not  high  treason.  It  might  have 
been  murder ;  but  it  is  not  high  treason.  '  The 
friends  of  liberty  are  invited  to  come  forward.' 
If  this  were  told  by  a  witness  deserving  of  faith, 
it  would  stagger  belief;  told  by  one  tainted  as 
this  witness  is,  it  can  excite  no  inclination  to- 
wards faith.  On  the  blazing  building,  I  think  I 
am  correct  in  stating  it  so,  these  proclamations 
were  to  be  stuck  up,  in  order  that  the  friends  of 
liberty,  happening  to  pass  by  the  ruins,  might 
know  that  a  provisional  government  was  sitting, 
we  know  not  where,  or  for  what  purpose. 

"  Is  it  possible,  gentlemen,  to  sacrifice  human 
life  upon  evidence  like  this?  Is  it  possible  to  cre- 
dit evidence  that  has  no  point  of  contact  with 
common  sense?  The  Provisional  Government, 
dropped  from  the  clouds,  is  sitting :  the  finger- 
post is  destroyed,  with  the  blazing  building  to 
which  it  was  attached  ;  you  know  not  where  the 
Provisional  Government  is  to  be  found. 

"  The  witness  stated,  that  Ings,  the  batcher, 
was  arrayed  in  a  belt  and  two  bags.  The  articles 
v.  hich  were  exhibited  to  you  last  night  are  re- 
moved from  the  table  to-day.  The  bags  were  to 
cirry  human  heads.  If  there  is  in  the  human 
mind  any  thing  so  atrocious  as  to  crown  assassi- 
nation with  an  exhibition  like  this,  I  am  truly, 
truly  heart-struck  with  sorrow  for  it.  I  was  led 
to  review  the  French  Revolution,  to  which  allusion 
has  been  made  by  the  Attorney  General,  and  at 
that  early  age  every  drop  of  blood  in  my  body 
\va^  chilled  with  horror  at  human  heads  paraded 
through  the  streets,  and  at  the  atrocious  barbari- 
ties inflicted  on  the  royal  family.  I  rejoiced  that 
the  country  to  which  I  belonged  was  free  from 
such  crimes. 

From  the,  hasty  view  I  took  of  the  bags,  and 
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it  did  not  occur  to  me  till  I  left  the  Court,  but  from 
the  hasty  view  I  took,  I  think  they  are  not  large 
enough  to  contain  a  human  head.  I  am  told  that 
they  are :  if  so,  I  only  say  it  has  the  impression 
of  a  hasty  view.  But,  for  God's  sake,  let  us  not 
decide  by  these  ignorant  visions.  Was  not  Lord 
Harrowby's  plate,  the  salvers  and  goblets,  &c,  a 
more  natural  object  of  desire,  and  not  heads, 
which,  if  any  carried,  every  hand  would  instinc- 
tively strike  him  from  the  face  of  the  earth  ?  The 
hand  of  Lord  Castlereagh  was  to  be  put  into 
pickle,  whether  in  order  to  be  shewn  for  money, 
as  might  appear  suitable  to  the  situation  of  Ings, 
or  to  be  exhibited  as  a  trophy,  does  not  appear. 

"  The  witness  says,  when  the  officers  entered 
the  loft  in  Cato-street,  they  cried  out,  '  Here 's  a 
pretty  nest  of  you,'  &c.  I  shall  afterwards  re- 
mark upon  this,  because  I  think  it  pregnant  with 
importance  as  to  the  witness's  testimony,  for  I 
think  he  was  not  there  at  all.  With  the  experience 
which  you  have  had  in  courts  of  justice,  some  of 
you  may  have  felt  astonished  that  my  learned  friend 
did  not  proceed  further  into  the  cross-examination 
of  this  witness.  Every  art  has  its  own  difficulties, 
and  my  learned  friend  never  shewed  more  con- 
summate skill  in  his  art  than  when  he  refrained 
from  further  cross-examination  of  this  witness. 

"  When  my  learned  friends,  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral and  Mr.  Gurney  asked  questions  of  this 
witness,  which  were  the  natural  and  regular  in- 
quiries, you  heard  him  refuse  to  answer,  and  add, 
1  No,  I  have  something  else  to  say  before  I  come 
to  that.'  When  their  experience  and  judgment 
suggested  the  proper  questions,  he  would  not  let 
his  contrived  and  fabricated  tale  be  mutilated. 
'  No,'  says  the  untractable  witness,  *  I  have  not 
come  to  that  yet.'  If  my  learned  friend  had 
wasted  time  in  cross-examination,  he  could  only 
have  get  repetitions  of  the  same  words.  Such 
testimony  is   not    to  be    overthrown    by  cross- 
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examination,  but  by  his  manner  before  you,  and 
by  the  probability  of  the  statements  he  makes. 
But  this  important  declaration  was  got  from  him 
by  cross-examination. 

"  When  my  learned  friend  asked  him,  in  the 
words  quoted  by  the  Attorney  General  from  a 
great  poet,  whether  he  had  given  information  from 
'  compunctious  visitings,'  he  replied,  that  con- 
science alone  made  him  disclose  what  he  knew. 
He  is  quiet  from  the  murder  of  Smithers  ou 
Wednesday  night  till  Saturday,  when  he  plumes 
his  wings,  and  goes  to  the  Privy-Council  to  dis- 
burden his  heart.  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of 
experience  of  the  evidence  of  such  persons  ;  and 
I  have  heard  one,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
quarter-sessions  for  Middlesex  twenty-six  years, 
say,  that,  from  the  moment  that  observation  was 
made  by  an  accomplice,  he  was  not  to  be  believ- 
ed, because  that  was  incredible.  Apply  that  here. 
He  sees  the  murderer,  and  goes  away,  unconcern- 
ed as  if  nothing  had  happened.  He  rests  on  the 
stings  of  his  conscience  for  four  days.  He  must 
think  that  you  have  no  hearts  yourselves — no 
consciousness  of  the  operations  of  human  feelings — 
if  he  imagines  that  you  can  believe  what  no  school- 
boy would  give  credit  to. 

"  Have  I  used  levity  upon  this  subject?  for  Gods 
sake,  absolve  me  from  the  intention !  Have  I 
treated  lightly  the  contemplation  of  assassinating 
men  possessing  and  deserving  the  highest  venera- 
tion ?  For  God's  sake,  excuse  the  observations 
which  the  absurdity  of  the  evidence  made  neces- 
sary !  I  cannot  hear,  without  indignation,  that 
the  wisdom  which  has  so  long  presided  in  one  of 
the  most  important  of  our  Courts,  was  thus  to 
become  a  corpse ;  and  that  the  valour  which 
fought  at  Waterloo  (for  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
was  to  have  been  at  the  dinner)  was  to  have  fallen 
by  assassins.  From  these  two  take  the  measure 
of  aB. 
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"  When  the  destruction  of  worth  and  wisdom, 
of  learning  and  talent,  is  thus  contemplated,  the 
most  hardened  and  flinty  heart  that  ever  dwelt  in 
a  human  bosom  recoils  with  horror,  and  melts 
with  compassion. 

"  If  then,  I  have  used  a  light  expression,  im- 
pute it,  gentlemen,  to  inadvertence  of  language, 
and  not  to  hardness  of  heart,  because  the  absurdity 
of  the  witness  made  the  observations  I  offered 
unavoidable. 

"  Let  us  now  see  how  far  this  witness  is  sup- 
ported by  other  witnesses.  Mary  Rogers  proves 
his  statement  as  to  the  lodgings;  Joseph  Hal] 
confirms  him  to  a  similar  extent.  Lord  Harrow- 
by  and  his  servant  confirms  him  so  far,  as  to  prove 
the  intention  of  giving  his  cabinet  dinner  on  Wed- 
nesday night.  Of  this  there  is  no  doubt.  Hyden 
is  proved  to  have  spoken  to  his  Lordship  in  the 
Park.  Three  witnesses  are  called,  which  was 
not  necessary,  to  prove  that  the  room  in  Cato- 
street  had  been  taken  ;  but  the  parade  of  confir- 
mation in  this  matter  is  meant  to  cast  an  air  ot 
credibility  over  other  parts  of  the  evidence.  I 
now  advert  to  collateral  confirmations.  The  shar 
pening  of  Ings's  sword,  the  acquaintance  of  Har- 
rison with  the  state  of  the  barracks,  the  redeem- 
ing of  a  blunderbuss  from  pawn  for  murder,  not 
treason,  have  been  all  proved. 

"It  is  true,  Hyden  and  Dwyer  are  not  accom- 
plices, they  are  to  be  believed,  if  their  testimony  is 
credible.  Hyden  long  ago,  before  his  late  Ma- 
jesty's death,  states  to  Wilson,  with  whom  alone 
he  was  acquainted,  that  grenades  were  to  be 
thrown  under  the  table,  and  that  those  who  should 
escape  were  to  be  killed  with  the  sword.  But 
he  mentions  no  ulterior  object  deserving  of  the 
name  of  treason.  Whatever  the  object  might  be, 
Hyden  goes  first  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  who  was 
the  object  of  their  peculiar  spleen;  then  not  find- 
ing him,  to  Lord  Harrowby.    But  what  the  nature 
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of  their  plan  was  you  may  judge  from  this  that, 
Wilson  would  not,  for  the  accomplishment  of  it, 
lose  a  shilling  or  half-a-crown  to  be  gained  by 
going  with  cream  to  a  nobleman.  He  knew  that 
no  such  thing  as  a  revolution  was  to  be  done. 
This,  gentlemen,  is  not  the  way  that  kings  are 
destroyed,  and  governments  overthrown. 

"  I  do  not  say  that  the  question  should  not  en- 
ter into  your  consideration,  but  I  say  that  you 
cannot  find  a  verdict  for  the  Attorney  General,  if 
you  do  not  believe  Adams ;  and  I  have  laboured 
very  much  in  vain,  if  you  have  not  dismissed  his 
evidence  from  your  minds.  Monument  has  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  confirmed  Adams  as  to  the 
proceedings  previously  to  those  in  Cato-street ; 
and  he  has  no  memory  of  having  ever  seen  so  re- 
markable a  man  as  Adams  at  Cato-street.  Monu- 
ment knew  nothing  of  the  murder  of  Ministers, 
and  the  expectation  of  plunder  as  the  consequence 
of  its  effects  on  others. 

"  You  have  next  the  very  extraordinary  and 
very  irregular  evidence  of  Dwyer.  He,  according 
to  his  own  account,  is  a  very  modest  bricklayer, 
and  has  for  thirty  years  served  one  master.  His 
conscience  told  him,  and  he  told  Thistlewood, 
"  It  is  a  very  hard  thing  for  me  to  inveigle  the 
minds  of  men.''  A  man  who  had  such  notions  of 
right  and  wrong,  ought  to  have  told  him  that  it 
was  very  wrong  to  murder.  He  gave  information 
to  Colonel  James  within  an  hour  of  the  time  the 
communication  was  made  to  him  on  the  23d  ot 
February.  Colonel  James  advised  him  to  go  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  He  tells  that  Thistlewood 
was  in  five  or  six  revolutions.  I  don't  know  This- 
tlewood's  history  or  revolutions.  [Here  the  learned 
Council  read  large  extracts  of  Dwyer's  evidence.] 
Here  is  evident  intention  of  riot,  but  nothing  of  a 
revolution;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  there  is  not 
a  tittle  of  mention  of  a  Provisional  Government. 

"  The  whole  fabric  of  treason  falls  to  the  ground 
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like  the  card -house  of  a  baby.  Adams  sees  not 
what  is  done  in  Cato-street.  Monument  sees  not 
Adams,  and  is  not  seen  by  Adams.  Dwyer  sees 
neither  Adams  nor  Monument  on  any  occasion. 
Monument,  like  Wilson,  is  so  cold  in  the  cause, 
that,  when  he  has  a  pair  of  shoes  to  mend,  he  pays 
n©  attention  to  the  plot.  This  is  not  evidence  on 
which  you  can  believe  the  existence  of  treason. 

"  As  a  plot,  it  is  beneath  the  attention  of  Go- 
vernment. 

"  That  plan  of  assassination  which  has  filled 
the  nation  with  horror,  was  such,  that  nothing 
can  be  too  effectual  to  guard  against  it,  and  the 
utmost  vigilance  of  the  magistrates  ought  to  be 
exercised  to  prevent  a  mischief  so  nefarious  from 
finding  shelter  in  society.  But  I  will  say,  in  the 
words  of  a  great  writer,  that  '  the  chirpings  of 
the  grasshoppers  disturb  not  the  stately  ox,  who 
grazes  unconscious  of  their  noise."  So  is  it  un- 
worthy of  the  Government  of  this  country  to  pro- 
secute as  traitors  some  dozen  of  ragged  beggars, 
impatient  of  extreme  poverty. 

"  I  shall  point  out  to  you  in  what  points 
Adams  is  materially  contradicted.  Here  you 
will  remember  that  one  contradiction  is  of  more 
importance  than  ten  thousand  confirmations. 
Confirmations  to  any  extent,  only  prove  that  the 
witness  spoke  truth  to  that  extent ;  one  contra 
diction  proves  the  unprincipled  contempt  of  an 
oath,  and  the  wilful  fabrication  of  falsehood. 

"  The  learned  gentleman  again  adverted  to  the 
meetings  which  were  held  in  the  house  where 
Brunt  lodged,  and  asked,  '  was  it  not  strange 
that  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Rogers,  should  have 
known  nothing  of  those  frequent  meetings,  where 
so  many  persons  attended,  and  where  such  noises 
were  made  as  had  been  described.  Would  not 
the  Jury  think  it  a  very  singular  circumstance  that 
the  landlady  should  have  been  ignorant  of  all  this 
passing  in  her  own  house  ?  Let  the  Jury  now  look 
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„o  the  account  given  by  Adams  of  what  passed  in 
Cato-street.  He  stated  that  there  was  only  one 
candle  lighted.  The  officers,  however,  proved  that 
there  were  eight,  and  that  they  were  all  put  out 
on  the  tiring  of  the  pistol.  He  was  equally  in- 
correct in  describing  what  was  said.  It  was  not 
as  he  swore,  '  there  is  a  pretty  nest  of  you/ 
No ;  for  the  evidence  of  the  officers  themselves 
went  only  to  the  words, — '  We  are  officers,  lay 
down  your  arms.'  He  (Adams)  knew  when  in 
prison,  that  something  was  said  by  the  officers, 
and  he  made  that  account  which  he  thought  the 
least  likely  to  be  contradicted. 

"  What  would  the  Jury  infer  from  those  con- 
tradictions and  inconsistencies  in  his  evidence  ; 
but,  that  he  was  a  man  who  respected  neither 
God  nor  his  Gospel,  and  who  swore  to  that  which 
he  knew  to  be  untrue.  Would  they,  under  such 
circumstances,  attach  any  weight  to  his  evi- 
dence ?  But  he  (Mr.  Adolphus)  would  come  to 
another  part  of  his  evidence,  where  he  was  not 
only  contradicted  with  the  account  given  by 
others,  but  where  he  was  inconsistent  with  him- 
self. 

"  It  would  be  recollected,  that  he  swore  to 
Strange  being  present  at  the  meetings  on  two  oc- 
casions ;  yet,  when  Strange  was  put  to  the  bar 
he  could  not  recognise  him — not  point  him  out 
whom  he  swore  to  as  having  been  present  at  two 
meetings  held  in  the  open  day.  Was  this  the 
man  upon  whose  evidence  the  Jury  could  return 
a  verdict,  which  would  affect  the  life  of  the  un- 
fortunate prisoner  at  the  bar  ? 

"  He  now  begged  the  attention  of  the  jury  to 
another  part  of  the  case.  They  had  heard  of 
the  name  of  Edwards  in  this  case ;  this  man, 
who  lived  at  166,  Fleet-street,  who  afterwards 
lived  at  Ranelagh-place,  why  was  not  this  man 
called  ?  He  was  not  an  accomplice  in  any  cri 
minal   degree,  as  must  be  inferred  from  the  con- 
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duct  of  Government  in  letting  him  go  quite  at 
large.  Why  was  not  this  man  called  ?  They 
would  then  have  the  spy  to  support  the  testimony 
of  the  informer.  He  cowld  tell  the  Jury  why ; 
because  it  was  remembered  what  had  been  the 
effect  of  calling  a  witness  of  a  similar  description 
en  a  former  occasion.  The  witness  then  pro- 
duced underwent  a  long  and  able  cross-examina- 
tion from  the  Counsel  employed  for  the  prisoners, 
and  the  result  was,  that  he  and  his  testimony 
were  put  out  of  Court  together,  and  had  no  other 
effect  on  the  minds  of  the  Jury,  than  to  convince 
them  that  the  whole  was  a  fabrication. 

"  If  Edwards  had  been  called,  he  would  have 
told  the  Jury  how  this  case  had  been  got  up ; 
or  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  it.  It  would  be  recollected,  that  it 
was  he  who  made  the  fusee  for  the  hand-grenades.; 
what  would  the  Jury  infer  from  his  non-appear- 
ance, but  that  the  whole  of  this  case,  as  far  as  re- 
lated to  the  charge  of  high  treason,  was  a  fabri- 
cation destitute  of  any  foundation  whatever, 

"  He  would  now  come  to  a  part  of  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  Attorney-General  in  his  address 
to  the  Jury.  He  had  said,  that  he  supposed  a  part 
of  the  defence  would  be,  that  the  Jury  should 
discredit  the  whole  of  this  story,  from  its  great 
improbability.  He  (Mr.  Adolphus)  had  never  any 
such  intention,  nor  did  he  think,  that  the  young- 
est advocate  at  the  bar  would  have  attempted 
such  a  line   of  defence. 

"  To  deny  the  existence  of  a  plan,  however 
wild  and  visionary,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
improbable,  would  be  to  go  in  the  face  of  the  most 
authentic  historic  authority.  He  would  take  as 
an  example  one  of  the  most  familiar  cases  on  re- 
cord. The  Earl  of  Essex,  it  was  known,  in  a 
moment  of  moody  displeasure  with  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, did  not  contrive  a  regular  plan  for  displac- 
ing her  from  the  throne,  but  in  the  instant  he 
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rushed  forth  into  the  streets,  at  the  head  of  some 
few  of  his  followers,  and  endeavoured  to  stir  up 
the  citizens  to  rebellion;  imagining  that  the  people 
might  be  induced  to  second  his  scheme,  and 
effect  in  a  moment  that  which  he  had  madly 
fancied. 

"  This  was  a  most  wild  and  visionary  plan  ; 
but,  if  we  were  reject  it  on  the  ground  of  its  im- 
probability, we  should  be  blotting  a  page  from 
our  history,  the  truth  of  which  was  never  before 
doubted.  No,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  deny 
the  existence  of  the  present  plan,  on  the  ground 
of  its  improbability,  but  he  wished  the  Jury  to 
disbelieve  the  witness,  on  the  ground  of  the  im- 
probability of  the  plot  as  he  had  described  it. 
When,  in  the  course  of  yesterday,  they  saw  the 
pikes,  and  swords,  and  pistols  and  guns,  and 
hand-grenades,  which  were  taken  from  the  pri- 
soners, or  at  their  houses,  no  doubt  they  might 
have  felt  some  alarm. 

"  They  might  have  participated  in  the  feelings 
of  some  persons  who  were  near  him  at  that 
moment ;  one  of  whom  said,  he  should  not  like 
to  have  one  of  those  instruments  presented  to  his 
breast.  No  doubt ;  nobody  would  like  it:  but  let 
the  Jury  seriously  consider,  how  those  instruments* 
were  to  be  applied.  If  they  took  the  twelve  hun- 
dred rounds  of  ball-cartridge  which  were  said  to 
have  been  taken,  and  divided  them  by  twenty-four, 
they  would  find  that  they  had  just  ammunition 
enough  only  for  fifty  men;  but  where  were  those  fifty 
men — or  if  they  were  in  existence,  where  were  the 
arms  to  use  this  ammunition  with  ?  They  had  only 
seen  a  few  guns  and  pistols,  and  putting  them  to- 
gether, there  was  not  sufficient  for  a  party  to  com- 
mit more  than  an  ordinary  highway  robbery  with 
Could  it  be  supposed  that  it  was  ever  intended  to 
upset  a  government,  and  dethrone  a  sovereign,  by 
such  means  ?  Was  there,  taking  the  evidence  of 
those  who  appeared  before  them,  recollecting  that 
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others  who  might  have  been  called  were  kept  out 
of  the  way  ;was  there,  he  would  ask,  sufficient  to 
shew  that  the  object  of  the  prisoners  was  to  upset 
the  government  and  constitution  of  this  country  ? 
He  thought  he  could  shew,  that  their  object  was 
quite  of  another  description. 

"  Let  the  Jury  look  at  the  situation  in  which 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar  stood.  They  had,  as  was 
stated  by  the  Attorney  General,  often  before 
heard  offhim.  He  had,  not  very  long  before  the 
present  transaction,  been  released  from  Horse- 
monger-lane  prison,  where  he  had  been  confined 
in  consequence  of  a  letter  sent  to  my  Lord  Sid- 
mouth.  He  came  forth  from  that  prison  with 
rancorous  feelings  against  that  noble  lord,  and 
probably  against  others  of  his  Majesty's  ministers; 
would  not  such  a  man  be  a  fit  subject  to  work 
upon,  in  proposing  an  attack  upon  the  lives  of 
those  ministers  ?  Must  not  the  Jury  suppose 
that  the  other  prisoners  would  have  heated  feel- 
ings, after  the  transaction  which  took  place  at 
Manchester?  He  would  not  offer  any  comments 
upon  that  transaction,  further  than  to  say,  that 
all  which  was  said  and  written  upon  it,  was  not 
without  an  effect;  and,  on  the  minds  of  the 
prisoners,  would  it  be  strange,  that  an  artful  and 
cunning  man  might  work  such  an  effect  as  to 
excite  them  to  the  murder  of  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, which  would  not  of  itself  amount  to  high 
treason?  With  their  feelings  worked  up,  some  of 
them  with  strong  personal  enmity  against  some 
of  those  ministers,  they  had  determined  upon 
making  an  attack  upon  several  of  them  at  their 
houses. 

"  They  were  in  this  state,  when  forth  came  the 
never-to-be-forgotten  announcement  in  The  New 
Times,  placed  there  by  the  hand  that  was  to 
betray  them,  that  a  Cabinet  dinner  was  to  take 
place  on  the  Wednesday  following  at  Lord  Har- 
rowby's..     Did  not  the  whole  of .  their   conduct 


TRIAL    OF    THISTLE  WOOD.  233 

shew  that  it  was  against  the  ministers  themselves 
that  the  attack  was  intended,  and  not  against 
the  gcverniren* ,  or  with  a  view  of  effecting  a 
revocation "  and  was  there  not  proof,  that  this 
personal  feeling  was  excited  by  some  of  trie 
recent  transactions  at  Manchester  to  which  he 
had  alluded  ?  What  was  the  speech  which  Ings 
was  to  have  made  on  the  arrival  of  the  party  at 
Lord  Harrowby's  house,  where  the  ministers 
were  expected  to  be  assembled  ?  '  My  lords, 
you  see  we  have  got  men  as  good  as  the  Man- 
chester yeomanry  ;'  and  then,  turning  to  his 
associates,  '  Citizens,  advance,  and  do  your 
duty!' 

"  During  the  whole  of  these  proceedings, 
npthing  was  heard  of  any  intended  attack  upon 
Carlton-House,  or  upon  any  of  the  branches  of 
the  illustrious  family  of  Brunswick.  There  was 
no  such  thing.  The  whole  which  their  prepara- 
tions and  intentions  embraced,  were — first,  the 
murder  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  then 
robbery.  This  was  the  object  of  setting  fire  to 
some  houses,  that  plunder  might  be  obtained 
in  the  confusion  which  might  be  thereby  created. 

"  These,  to  be  sure,  were  heinous  crimes,  but 
thev  did  not  amount  to  the  charge  of  high  treason 
against  the  prisoners.  The  setting  fire  to  build- 
ings, with  the  intention  of  robbing  in  the  con- 
fusion which  the  fire  would  create,  was  not, 
unfortunately,  a  novel  case.  He  was  old  enough 
to  remember,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  jury 
might  also  recollect  the  circumstance  of  the 
setting  fire  to  the  premises  of  a  timber-merchant, 
in  order  to  rob  a  pawn-broker's  shop,  which  was 
close  by  it.  Indeed,  the  manner  in  which  some 
of  the  prisoners  had  spoken  of  the  shopkeepers 
of  London,  shewed  that  their  object  was  plunder, 
and  it  appeared  that  bags  were  made  for  the  pin  - 
pose  of  holding  such  plunder. 

"  He  had  now  gone  through  the  whole  of  the 
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points  on  which  it  was  his  intention  to  trouble 
the  Jury.  He  had  done  so,  perhaps,  imperfectly, 
but  he  would  not  apologize  for  the  time  which 
he  had  delayed  them.  He  had  not,  on  this  occa- 
sion, all  the  preparation  which  was  desirable. 
On  the  contrary,  he  had  but  a  very  short  notice 
of  the  duty  which  he  was  to  perform ;  and,  he 
remembered,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  one  of 
the  most  learned  Counsel  at  the  bar  expressed 
hi*  inadequacy  to  a  similar  task,  though  he 
s'ated,  that  he  had  occupied  a  month  in  pre- 
paring for  the  defence. 

"  In  pleading  for  the  life  of  the  unfortunate 
man  at  the  bar,  and,  after  him,  of  the  other 
prisoners,  it  was  not  too  much  for  him  to  ask  the 
Jury  to  consider  well  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
which  had  been  given  in  support  of  the  charge  of 
high  treason.  He  now,  however,  left  the  case 
entirely  with  the  Jury.  If  they  thought,  under 
ail  the  circumstances,  that  there  was  evidence 
sufficient  to  prove  the  charge,  then  he  should 
submit ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were  of 
opinion  that  the  case  was  not  made  out,  or  that 
it  was  not  proved  to  their  satisfaction,  they  would, 
he  was  confident,  acquit  the  prisoner. 

"  The  learned  gentleman  again  expressed  his 
own  inability  to  give  the  Jury  a  perfect  direction 
on  this  important  trial;  and  concluded  by  praying 
that  God  might  direct  and  enlighten  their  minds 
on  the  awful  occasion,  so  that  they  might  admi- 
nister impartial  justice,  always  remembering  that 
the  highest  attribute  of  justice  was  mercy;  and 
that,  whether  the  result  of  their  verdict  should 
be,  that  the  prisoner  would  only  have  a  week  to 
hve,  or  run  out  his  days  to  that  length  to  which 
Providence  might  please  to  extend  them,  it  would 
be  dictated  by  justice,  tempered  with  mercy." 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  now  addressed  the 
prisoner,  and  said,  if  you  wish  to  offer  any  thing 
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for  yourself,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said 
by  your  Counsel,  you  are  at  liberty  so  to  do. 

Thistlewood. — I  wish,  my  Lord,  to  have  two  wit- 
nesses examined  to  the  testimony  of  Dwyer. 
There  is  a  man  in  Court  who  will  prove  that  Dwyer 
extorted  money  from  him. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — You  must  not  state 
that  ;  you  should  have  consulted  with  your 
Counsel.  The  time  for  giving  evidence  is  n:w 
past. 

Thistlewood. — 1  will  wave  it  then,  my  Lord,  a 
have  nothing-  further  to  offer. 

The  Solicitor-General  now  commenced  his 
reply.  He  said,  "  That  in  rising  to  address  the 
Jury  in  support  of  this  prosecution,  he  felt  that 
he  had  a  most  anxious  and  painful  duty  to  dis- 
charge. As  the  servant  of  the  public  on  this  oc 
casion,  it  was  his  duty  to  perform  the  service  with 
which  that  public  had  intrusted  him  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability  and  power.  He  was  anxious,  there- 
fore, that  nothing  should  be  omitted  on  his  part 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  this  case  in  a  fair 
and  proper  view  before  them.  At  the  same  time, 
he  felt  anxious  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  what  he 
was  about  to  state,  he  should  not  misrepresent  a 
single  fact,  far  less  a  single  argument,  against  the 
prisoner,  or  offer  an  observation  which  the  justice 
of  the  case  might  not  fairly  warrant. 

"  He  begged  leave  to  join  with  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Adolphus)  in  praying  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Jury  to  dismiss  from  their  minds  all  pre- 
judices and  impressions  unfavourable  to  the  pri- 
soner, and  to  confine  their  attention  solely  and 
undividedly  to  the  evidence  which  had  been  laid 
before  them,  on  the  oaths  of  the  witnesses  whom 
they  had  heard.  In  saying  this,  he  was  aware 
that  it  was  superfluous  and  unnecessary.  He 
was  addressing  an  English  Jury — a  body  of  men 
sworn  to  administer  justice  to  the  public  on  th<? 
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one  band,  and  to  the  prisoner  on  the  other ,  and 
he  ought  to  apologize  for  suggesting  a  doubt,  that, 
in  the  discharge  of  their  momentous  duty,  they 
would  not  keep  their  eyes  steadily  fixed  on  the 
evidence,  upon  which  the  fate  of  the  person  at 
the  bar  must  ultimately  turn. 

"  The  situation  in  which  the  prisoner  then  stood 
was  an  admirable  proof  of  the  excellent  system  of 
our  laws,  and  of  their  being  built  and  formed  upon 
the  principles  of  liberty  and  freedom.  They  had 
had  it  not  only  proved  in  evidence,  but  admitted 
by  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner,  that  he  had  pro- 
jected and  harboured  in  his  mind  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  confidential  servants  of  the  Crown. 

"  They  were  aware  of  the  passions  and  preju- 
dices which  were  excited  by  this  discovery  in  the 
public  mind,  and  they  saw  that  this  prosecution 
was  not  commenced,  nor  was  the  unfortunate  man 
placed  upon  his  trial,  until  an  opportunity  was  af- 
forded for  those  passions  and  prejudices  to  sub- 
side. Independent  of  this,  he  was  entitled  to  the 
delivery  to  him  of  all  the  particulars  of  the  accu- 
sation which  he  was  called  upon  to  answer  ;  and 
these  particulars  had  been  delivered  to  him  at  a 
period  so  far  back  as  three  weeks  from  the  present 
time.  This  indulgence  was  granted  to  him,  in 
order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting Counsel  as  to  any  point  of  law,  or  any  ob- 
jection which  might  arise  in  his  favour ;  and  in 
order  also  that  he  might  bring  forward  such  testi- 
mony as  might  be  necessary  to  his  defence.  He 
had  also  a  list  of  all  the  Jurymen,  who  could  by 
possibility  be  called  to  sit  on  his  trial,  and  these 
he  might  reject,  without  assigning  a  cause,  to  the 
number  of  thirty-five. 

"  On  this  account  he  was  justified  in  saying, 
that  the  Jury  whom  he  was  then  addressing,  what- 
ever might  be  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  was 
a  Jury  of  the  prisoner's  own  choice.  The  prisoner, 
also,  had  received  a  list  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
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to  be  called  by  the  Crown.  That  list  was  fur- 
nished in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
«f  inquiring  into  the  previous  character,  history, 
nnd  conduct  of  every  witness  who  might  be  called 
against  him,  and  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  impeach  their  character,  if  his  inquiry  should 
enable  him  so  to  do.  Such  was  the  benevolent 
spirit  of  the  British  law  ;  and  such  the  advantages 
to  which  a  man,  placed  in  the  situation  of  the 
prisoner,  was  entitled. 

"  The  charge  against  the  prisoner  was,  that  of 
having  conspired  to  overturn  the  Constitution 
under  which  that  system  of  Government  existed. 
It  was  a  question  whether  the  subtitution  of  the 
Government  which  he  might  have  contemplated, 
would  have  been  distinguished  by  a  character  of 
so  admirable  a  description.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Jury  would  pay  that  anxious  and  careful 
attention  to  this  case  which  its  importance  de- 
manded, and  that  they  would  not  come  to  a  ver- 
dict of  Guilty,  unless  they  were  satisfied  that  that 
verdict  was  justified  by  the  clearest  evidence. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  he  called  upon  them  to 
perform  their  duty,  fearless  of  all  consequences  ; 
to  turn  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  but  to 
pronounce  such  a  verdict  as  was  consistent  with 
a  proper  feeling  towards  their  country,  and  with 
a  due  regard  to  the  solemn  obligation  into  which 
they  had  entered. 

"  With  respect  to  the  law  upon  the  subject,  it 
was  not  necessary  to  trouble  them  with  any  ob- 
servation. In  the  charge  against  the  prisoner 
there  was  nothing  of  a  difficult  or  questionable 
description.  He  was  charged  with  conspiring  for 
the  purpose  of  overturning  the  Government  of  the 
country,  and  with  endeavouring  to  accomplish  that 
oy  means  of  the  assassination  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  If  the  Jury,  upon  a  due  and  careful 
examination  of  the  evidence,  were  satisfied  that 
"c  had  so  conspired,  and  that  he  had  been  found 
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taking  measures  to  accomplish  that  object,  then, 
in  point  of  law,  he  was  guilty  of  the  crime  im 
puted  to  him.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
a  plot  had  been  formed  to  assassinate  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  King,  and  not  to  assassinate  one,  two, 
or  three,  of  those  individuals  against  whom  the 
prisoner  might  be  supposed  to  have  some  personal 
enmity.  The  blow  had  been  aimed  not  against 
one,  but  against  all. 

"  The  Jury  would  consider  whether  such  an  in- 
tention was  founded  with  a  view  to  overturn  the 
Government  of  the  country ;  or,  whether,  as  had 
been  fancifully  surmised  by  the  Counsel  for  the 
prisoner,  the  sole  object  had  been  the  plunder  of 
private  property,  and  the  gratification  of  private 
revenge.  They  would  look  with  jealousy  to  the 
testimony  which  had  been  adduced  before  them, 
and  upon  that  they  would  conclude  whether  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  were  directed  by  the 
desire  of  promoting  revolution,  or  solely  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  plunder  in  the  confusion  which 
would  necessarily  follow. 

"  In  considering  the  evidence  of  an  accomplice, 
they  would  naturally  look  to  his  previous  charac- 
ter ;  they  would  see  whether  there  was  any  thing 
in  his  former  course  of  life,  from  whence  to  con- 
clude that  he  was  a  man  capable  of  pursuing  a 
continued  and  undeviating  course  of  crime ;  but, 
above  all,  they  would  consider  from  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  what  degree  of  credit 
ought  fairly  to  be  given  to  his  evidence.  He  knew 
j>f  no  law  that  applied  to  accomplices,  which  did 
lot  apply  to  every  other  witness  who  came  into 
•t  Court  of  Justice. 

"  The  evidence  of  every  witness  ought  to  be  exa 
mined  with  care  and  jealousy,  and  in  proportion 
only  as  his  story^was  consistent  with  probability 
was  he  entitled  to  belief.  Now  let  them  look  to 
the  fair  test  upon  which  the  evidence  of  Adams 
was  to  be  tried.     His  character,  up  to  the  time 
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of  his  entering  into  the  diabolical  schemes  of  the 
prisoner,  was  unimpeached  ;  and,  if  any  thing 
could  be  urged  on  that  score,  no  doubt  the  pri- 
soner Brunt,  with  whom  he  had  been  intimately 
acquainted,  would  not  fail  to  have  adduced  it. 
In  so  much,  therefore,  he  stood  upon  fair  and  eli- 
gible grounds. 

"  Then  they  would  ask  themselves,  what  inte- 
rest he  could  have  in  stating  that  which  was  not 
true?  The  more  criminal  the  plot  which V*  dis- 
closed, the  blacker  hue  he  gave  to  his  own  repu- 
tation ;  and,  added  to  this,  he  knew  that,  from 
the  candour  and  correctness  of  his  confession 
could  he  alone  hope  for  mercy  towards  himself. 
Then  he  must  be  aware,  that  if  he  stated  that 
which  was  false,  his  story  was  capable  of  contra- 
diction, and  therefore  altogether  fruitless.  So 
that,  in  every  point  of  view,  he  was  a  competent 
witness.  As  was  before  said,  however,  the  Jury 
still  had  the  power  of  exercising  their  own  sound 
discretion,  and  of  placing  in  him  only  that  degree 
of  confidence  which  he  seemed  to  deserve,  and 
which  the  confirmation  he  had  received  fairly 
justified. 

"  The  learned  counsel  for  the  prisoner  had  made 
use  of  the  gratuitous  expression,  that  this  man, 
Adams,  was  the  only  witness  to  prove  the  case. 
Was  this  the  fact  ?  Were  there  not  three  other 
witnesses  who  all  spoke  to  the  same  occurrences ; 
he  alluded  to  Monument,  Hiden,  and  Dwyer  ;  the, 
two  latter  of  whom  were,  in  all  respects  pure  and 
uncontaminated  ;  for  what  had  been  said  of 
Dwyer  was  absolutely  beneath  consideration. 
These  men  were  all  unknown  to  each  other — had 
never  seen  each  other — and  yet  they  all  agreed 
in  their  story  as  to  the  plan  for  assassinating  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  seizing  cannon,  providing^ 
arms,  burning  houses,  and  establishing  a  provi- 
sional government.  Independent  of  these,  a 
variety  of  other  witnesses  had  been  examined, 
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who  spoke  to  points  trivial  in  themselves,  but  all 
confirmatory  of  Adams,  and,  as  it  were,  com- 
pletely dovetailing  with  the  most  minute  parts  of 
his  story. 

"  This  was  the  case  with  regard  to  Brunt's  ap- 
prentice ;  to  the  landlady  of  the  house  in  which 
Brunt  lived,  and  her  daughter ;  to  the  officers  by 
whom  Brunt's  house  had  been  searched ;  and 
even  to  Tidd's  own  daughter,  whose  story  was 
precisely  consistent  with  the  plan  which  had 
been  detailed,  but  which  had  been  so  providen- 
tially frustrated.  In  fact,  each  witness  formed  a 
link  in  the  general  chain,  which  was  complete  in 
all  its  parts.  But  there  was  a  still  stronger  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  all  that  had  been  stated,  and 
that  was,  that  it  had  not  been  contradicted  by 
evidence,  although  such  evidence  was  capable  of 
being  produced.  For,  if  what  Adams  had  dis- 
closed was  not  true,  why  were  Potter,  and 
Cook,  and  Palin,  to  all  of  whom  he  spoke  as 
having  been  present  at  the  various  meetings  which 
took  place,  and  who  were  eligible  witnesses  for 
the  prisoner,  not  called. 

"  The  absence  of  these  men  afforded  an  addi 
tional  reason  for  giving  implicit  belief  to  all  which 
the  witnesses  for  the  crown  had  said.  The 
learned  gentleman  then  proceeded  in  a  luminous 
and  eloquent  strain,  still  farther  to  illustrate  his 
argument,  and  with  great  ingenuity  to  contend 
that  it  was  impossible,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  for  the  Jury  to  come  to  any 
other  conclusion  than  that  the  several  charges  of 
high  treason  imputed  to  the  prisoner  had  been 
established  beyond  all  doubt.  If,  however,  as 
had  been  said  by  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Adolphus) 
any  doubt  did  exist,  to  the  benefit  of  that  doubt 
the  prisoner  was  fully  entitled." 

Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbot  proceeded  to  sum 
up.  "  This,  he  said,  was  an  indictment  against 
Arthur  Thistlewood,  the  prisoner  then  at  the  bar, 
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and  several  other  persons,  who,  in  the  progress 
of  the  trial,  had  appeared  at  the  bar,  in  order  to 
be  identified  for  the  crime  of  High  Treason. 
That  offence  had  truly  been  stated  as  the  highest 
crime  known  to  the  law.  It  was  so,  because  it 
did  not  merely  produce  individual  and  private 
evil,  as  most  other  crimes  did,  but,  in  addition  to 
♦hat,  it  created  great  and  extensive  public 
mischief. 

"  A  charge  so  grave  and  serious  required  there- 
fore, at  the  hands  of  an  English  Jury  (and  would, 
he  was  sure,  from  what  he  had  seen,  receive)  the 
most  mature  and  patient  consideration.  The 
charge,  as  it  stood  in  the  indictment,  consisted 
of  several  counts.  First,  conspiring  and  ima- 
gining to  depose  the  King;  2d,  conspiring  and 
imagining  to  put  the  King  to  death  ;  3d,  con- 
spiring and  imagining  to  levy  war  against  the 
King,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  change  his  coun- 
cils ;  and  4th,  actually  levying  war  against  the 
King. 

"  Two  of  these  offences,  conspiring  the  deposi- 
tion of  the  Monarch,  and  levying  war  against 
him,  were  declared  to  be  treason,  by  a  statute 
passed  so  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third.  In  the  construction  of  that  statute,  it  had 
been  held,  not  only  in  many  cases  decided  in  this 
country,  but  also  in  the  opinion  delivered  to  us 
by  various  learned  writers  on  this  law,  that  all 
conspiracies  and  attempts  to  depose  his  Majesty, 
and  all  conspiracies  to  levy  war  against  him,  were 
treasonable,  and  must  be  considered  as  overt 
acts,  proving  an  intention  to  take  away  his  life ; 
because,  as  historical  experience  showed,  the 
death  of  a  sovereign  generally  followed  the  loss  of 
his  kingly  authority. 

"  But,  in  order  to  remove  any  mistake  that 
persons  might  fall  into  on  this  subject,  a  statute 
was  passed  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty, 
similar  in  substance,  and  nearly  so  in  language, 
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to  statutes  that  had  been  enacted  in  former  years, 
but  which  had  expired.  By  that  statute,  the 
conspiring  or  compassing  to  depose  the  King,  or 
to  levy  war  against  him,  were  declared  to  be 
substantive  treasons.  Some  of  the  persons  called 
before  them  on  this  occasion  were  represented, 
and  truly  represented,  to  have  been  accomplices 
in  this  traitorous  design.  This  character  did  not, 
however,  apply  to  all  the  witnesses  who  had  been 
brought  forward. 

"  Much  observation  had  been  made  on  the  degree 
of  credit  that  ought  to  be  given  to  persons,  who 
admitted  thatthey  had  joined  in  the  design.  On  this 
point  she  should  only  say,  that,  according  to  the  law 
of  this  country,  and,  he  believed,  of  every  other 
country,  accomplices  were  considered  competent 
witnesses ;  but  the  credit  that  should  be  given 
to  them  was  matter  of  consideration.  The  evi- 
dence of  an  accomplice  was  to  be  weighed,  with 
reference  to  the  probability  of  the  story  he 
told,  the  confirmation  of  it,  so  far  as  it  was 
capable  of  confirmation,  and  the  absence  of  that 
contradiction  which  might  be  adduced,  if  the 
story  were  false. 

"  There  was,  however,  no  rule  of  law  which 
said,  that  the  testimony  of  an  accomplice  ought  to 
be  credited  ;  neither  was  there  any  rule  of  law 
which  declared  that  it  must  be  rejected.  To  de- 
clare the  latter  would  be  to  open  the  door,  and 
give  the  greatest  latitude  and  impunity  to  crime. 
For,  as  had  been  said  by  the  learned  counsel  for 
the  prosecution,  if  such  a  doctrine  were  acted  on, 
bad  men  would  feel  that  they  might  proceed  in 
their  base  designs  with  perfect  security,  and  they 
would  trust  each  other  without  reserve ;  whereas 
bad  men  now  distrusted  each  other.  They  were 
afraid  of  detection ;  and  that  distrust  prevented 
t>.e  commission  of  many  offences  which  could  not 
oe  perpetrated  without  the  assistance  of  several 
persons.. 
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"  Having  made  these  general  observations,  to 
direct  their  attention  to  the  evidence,  he  would 
now,  some  hours  having  elapsed  since  the  wit- 
nesses were  heard,  read  to  the  Jury  such  parts  of 
the  testimony  as  were  necessary  for  their  consi- 
deration in  coming  to  a  decision.  [Here  his  Lord 
ship  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  evidence,  briefly 
commenting  on  it  as  he  went  on.] 

"  The  first  witness  was  R.  Adams,  who  un 
doubtedly  stood  in  the  situation  of  an  accomplice. 
But,  if  the  story  he  told  were  false,  there  were 
several  persons  mentioned  by  him,  and  they 
could  have  been  brought  forward  to  disprove  his 
statement,  and  to  discharge  themselves  of  the 
crime  imputed  to  them,  if  they  were  innocent,  but 
whom  the  Crown  could  not  compel  to  appear. 
This  witness  said,  that  the  officers,  when  they 
entered  the  room  in  Cato-street,  cried  out, 
■  Here's  a  pretty  nest  of  you ;  we  have  a  war- 
rant to  take  you  all ;'  and  the  officers  swore  they 
only  called  out,  *  We  are  officers — surrender.' 
This  difference  was  not  material.  The  two  ex- 
pressions were  nearly  the  same  in  import ;  and, 
in  the  scene  of  confusion  which  undoubtedly  oc- 
curred on  the  entrance  of  the  officers,  it  was  very 
possible  that  a  mistake  might  arise  as  to  the  exact 
expression  used. 

"  That  part  of  the  evidence,  in  which  Adams 
described  his  irresolution,  gave,  his  Lordship  ob- 
served, the  exact  picture  of  a  man  of  weak  mind, 
not  knowing  whether  he  should  go  on  or  recede-— 
balancing  whether  he  should  remain  true  to  his 
associates,  or  make  a  discovery — and  who,  when 
taken  into  custody,  did  come  to  the  resolution  U 
disclose  all  he  knew.  If  his  testimony  were  true 
in  substance  and  general  effect,  it  proved  not 
only  a  determination  to  assassinate  his  Majesty's 
Ministers,  but  shewed  to  them  that  that  was  only 
a  part  of  a  more  extended  and  general  plan,  which 
embraced  the  seizure  of  arms,  the  taking  posses- 
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sion  of  the  Mansion-house,  and  the  forming  of  a 
Provisional  Government ;  a  plan  formed  on  some 
vain  expectation,  that,  if  the  blow  were  ever 
struck,  there  were  *a  great  number  of  people 
in  the  metropolis  who  would  readily  join  in 
the  scheme,  and  levy  war  against  his  Majesty 
Such  an  expectation  was  vain  then,  and  he  hoped 
would  ever  be  found  so  when  such  treasonable 
attempts  were  made. 

"  This  witness  mentioned  a  man,  named  Ed- 
wards. Why  he  was  not  examined  his  Lordship 
could  not  say.  Perhaps  the  prosecutors  did  not 
wish  to  call  him  for  very  good  reasons.  How  far 
the  Jury  would  disbelieve  Adams  on  that  account, 
it  was  for  them  to  say.  What  he  had  remarked 
on  the  evidence  of  this  witness,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  was  considerably  against  the  prisoner.  As 
to  the  character  of  Adams,  before  this  transac- 
tion, they  knew  nothing.  No  person  had  said 
any  thing  about  it.  Hyden  was  a  witness  of.  a 
very  different  description  ;  for  he,  it  appeared, 
disclosed  all  he  knew,  early  enough  to  prevent  the 
mischief  that  was.  meditated. 

"  John  Monument,  another  accomplice,  corro- 
borated Adams.  He  stated  that  the  prisoner  said 
to  him,  '  Great  events  are  at  hand ;  the  people 
everywhere  are  anxious  for  a  change.'  This  ob- 
servation shewed  that  the  assassination  of  Minis- 
ters was  not  the  sole  and  only  object  of  the 
parties.  The  evidence  of  Thomas  Dwyer,  as  far 
as  it  went,  confirmed  the  testimony  of  those  who 
were  examined  before  him.  If  his  statement  were 
correct,  the  prisoner  told  him  the  general  plan 
and  object  which  he  and  his  associates  had  in 
view.  These  were  the  four  witnesses  called  to 
explain  the  designs  of  the  accused  parties.  Two 
of  them  were  accomplices ;  but,  in  general,  none 
but  accomplices  could  be  acquainted  with  such 
foul  and  illegal  designs.  The  two  other  witnesses 
cud  not  stand  in  the  same  situation.     Coramuni- 
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cations  were  made  to  them,  on  the  subject  of  the 
conspiracy,  it  appeared,  with  little  reserve; — a 
circumstance  of  which  the  Jury  were  to  judge. 

"  A  great  many  other  persons  had  been  called, 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  the  testi- 
mony given  by  these  witnesses ;  for,  if  they  had 
spoken  to  truth,  without  farther  evidence  to  the 
facts,  treason  was  undoubtedly  proved.  They 
proved  the  intention  to  levy  war,  to  form  a  Pro- 
visional Government,  and,  of  course,  to  change 
the  Government  as  by  law  established.  Eliza 
Walker  proved  that  the  prisoner  Brunt  had  hired 
a  lodging  for  Ings  in  the  house  where  he  resided  ; 
and  Joseph  Hale,  Brunt's  apprentice,  deposed  to 
the  meetings  that  were  held  from  time  to  time  in 
Brunt's  room.  He  proved  that  meetings  were 
held  there  every  evening,  and  that  grenades,  fire- 
balls, and  pikes,  were  on  the  premises. 

"  Thomas  Sharp,  a  watchman,  deposed,  that  he 
saw  four  suspicious  persons,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  watching  about  Lord  Harrowby's 
house.  Morrison,  a  cutler,  proved  that  Ings 
brought  him  two  swords  to  sharpen,  and  a  sword 
found  at  Cato-street  appeared  to  be  one  of  them. 
Alderson,  a  pawnbroker,  deposed,  that,  on  the 
23d  of  February,  Davidson  took  a  blunderbuss 
out  of  pawn.  Thomas  Monument,  the  brother  of 
John  confirmed  his  testimony  in  several  points. 
This  was  the  evidence  confirmatory  of  the  testi- 
mony of  the  first  four  witnesses.  Many  of  the 
facts  stated  by  Adams  were  spoken  to  by  them ; 
but  the  treasonable  purpose  could  not  be  well 
proved,  except  by  accomplices.  Information  on 
that  point  could  scarcely  be  expected  from  a  pure 
source.  Hyden  was  a  witness  of  that  description  ; 
but  Dwyer,  to  a  certain  degree,  was  not. 

"  The  prosecutors  then  called  persons  to  prove 
what  occurred  at  the  stable  in  Cato-street ;  and 
Captain  Fitzclarence,  and  several  Bow-street 
officers,  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  transac- 
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tions  there.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  necessary 
that  he  should  go,  in  detail,  through  the  testi- 
mony of  these  witnesses.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  inquire  by  what  particular  hand  a  gun  or  a 
pistol  was  fired ;  but  it  was  material  to  observe, 
that,  when  the  officers  did  come,  many  at  least 
of  the  persons  present  made  a  most  desperate 
resistance.  A  knife,  said  to  belong  to  Ings,  was 
found  on  the  premises  ;  and  two  bags  and  a  case- 
knife  were  found  on  his  person.  The  bags  were 
important ;  because  it  was  sworn  that  he  stated 
the  purpose  for  which  he  brought  them.  It  was 
argued  by  the  Counsel  for  the  defendant,  that  they 
were  meant  for  the  reception  of  plunder,  and  not 
for  the  horrible  purpose  that  had  been  stated  ; 
but  this  did  not  invalidate  the  testimony  of  Adams, 
because  Ings  might  not  have  wished  to  declare 
that  he  meant  to  put  plate  in  the  bags  ;  and,  if  so 
he  might  have  said,  what  he  was  sworn  to  have  ut- 
tered, as  a  reason  for  carrying  them.  This  closed 
the  evidence  for  the  Crown. 

"  On  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  Mary  Baker  was 
called,  who,  the  Jury  would  recollect,  was  not 
cross-examined.  This  arose  from  a  commendable 
delicacy,  on  account  of  the  near  relationship  in 
which  she  stood  to  one  of  the  prisoners.  The 
Jury  would  say,  whether  her  evidence  went  at 
all  to  shake  the  case.  Indeed,  it  appeared  from 
her  statement,  that  she  had  seen  at  Tidd's  lodg- 
ings instruments  similar  to  those  produced  in 
Court.  A  man  named  Hucklestone  was  then 
called,  to  prove  that  Dwyer  was  not  to  be  believed 
on  his  oath  ;  and  he  stated,  that  he  thought  he 
was  not  worthy  of  belief,  because  Dwyer  had  in- 
formed him  that  he  procured  money  by  base  ac- 
cusations. This  however,  was  entirely  contra- 
dicted by  Dwyer  ;  and  it  was  for  the  Jury  to  gay 
which  of  the  two  witnesses  was  entitled  to  their 
credit. 

"  The  Jury  would  also  consider  the  character 
and  bearing  of  the  evidence  of  Doane  and  Mitchell, 
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with  respect  to  the  paragraph  in  The  New  Times, 
announcing  a  cabinet  dinner  at  Lord  Harrowby's, 
which,  according  to  Whittaker,  was  not  on  the 
same  day  in  any  other  newspaper  in  London.  It 
was,  however,  a  matter  of  no  consequence  how  it 
found  its  way  into  the  paper,  since  it  was  proved 
that  cabinet  dinner  wis  intended  to  be  given  on 
the  23d  of  February.  This  was  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  on  each  side.  No  witness  was  called 
to  impeach  the  veracity  of  Adams,  Hyden,  and 
Monument.  And  if  they  gave  credit  to  any  one 
of  those  persons,  (even  to  Hyden,  who  supported 
what  the  others  told  them,  and  whose  account, 
though  more  concise  than  theirs,  was  the  same 
in  effect),  they  must  find  a  verdict  against  the 
prisoner. 

"  Besides  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  they 
had  seen  on  the  table  a  considerable  quantity  of 
arms,  which  were  proved  to  have  been  found  in 
Cato-street,  and  at  the  lodgings  of  one  of  the 
prisoners.  It  was  almost  conceded,  that  a  con- 
spiracy was  entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
sassinating his  Majesty's  Ministers  at  Lord  Har- 
rowby's house.  Indeed  there  could  be  little 
doubt  of  it. 

"  If  then  it  were  admitted  that  this  most 
wicked  scheme  was  entertained,  it  was  for  them 
to  consider  whether  it  could  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed that  that  was  all  which  was  intended? 
They  were  to  consider,  what  was  the  probability 
that  those  persons,  unconnected  in  any  respect 
with  each  other,  except  so  far  as  this  plan  brought 
them  together — and  certainly  quite  unconnected 
with  the  persons  who  conducted  the  affairs  of 
his  Majesty's  Government—  did  not  view  that  as- 
sassination as  part  of  a  scheme,  having  for  its 
object  a  general  and  tumultuous  rising  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  levy  war  against  the  King;  or  whe- 
ther they  conspired  to  effect  that  assassination 
alone  ? 

"  Whether  they  adopted  this  plan  to  satisfy 
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their  thirst  for  blood,  or  to  accomplish  that 
ulterior  scheme  to  which  the  witnesses  had 
spoken  ?  In  deciding  this  question,  it  was  fit  that 
the  Jury  should  attend  to  the  great  quantity,  as 
well  as  the  nature  of  the  instruments  produced. 
They  certainly  were  far  more  in  number  than 
could  have  been  wanted,  or  used  in  the  abomi- 
nable attempt  that  was  to  be  made  at  Lord 
Harrowby's.  Some  of  them  could  not  have  been 
used  there  at  all.  The  hand-grenades  might  have 
been  thrown,  but  the  fire-balls  could  not  have 
been  used  for  the  purpose  which  they  meant  to 
effect  at  that  house.  When  those  dangerous  ar- 
ticles were  found,  some  at  one  place  and  some  at 
another,  it  was  for  the  Jury  to  take  the  circum- 
stance into  their  serious  consideration. 

"  If,  on  a  view  of  the  whole  case,  they,  as  just 
and  conscientious  men,  felt  satisfied  that  a  con- 
spiracy to  levy  war  was  made  out  in  proof  before 
them,  if  their  minds  were  freed  from  all  doubt  on 
the  subject,  they  would,  he  was  convinced,  dis- 
charge the  painful  duty  that  devolved  on  them 
with  proper  firmness.  But  if,  after  a  due  exami- 
nation of  all  the  circumstances,  and  after  attend- 
ing to  the  observations  of  the  very  eloquent 
counsel,  who  had  addressed  them  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  first  and  last,  their  minds  were  not 
satisfied  that  the  case  was  proved,  they  would 
discharge  the  more  pleasant  duty  of  acquitting 
the  prisoner.  The  case  was  now  in  their  hands ; 
and  he  doubted  not  but  their  verdict  would  be 
consonant  with  the  principles  of  justice.'0 

The  Jury  then  retired  ;  but,  in  a  few  minutes 
returned  into  court,  and  requested  his  lordship 
to  read  to  them  the  Act  of  the  36th  of  Geo.  III. 

Lord  Chief- Justice  Abbot  said,  he  meant  to 
hand  it  to  them ;  but  he  would,  in  the  first  place, 
state,  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  statute,  it  was  to 
continue  in  force  during  the  life  of  his  late  Ma- 
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jesty,  and  till  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Parliament :  therefore  the  Act  had  not  expired 
when  the  alleged  conspiracy  was  discovered. 
But,  if  it  ever  had  expired,  it  would  have  been  of 
no  consequence,  since,  by  a  late  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  statute  of  the  3Gth  of  Geo.  III.  wras 
made  perpetual.  His  lordship  then  read  the  Act, 
and  particularly  pointed  out  the  clause  which 
made  it  treason — "  to  compass,  imagine,  invent, 
devise,  or  intend  to  deprive  or  depose  the  King 
from  the  style,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm;  or  to  levy  war 
against  him  within  this  realm,  in  order  to  compel 
him  to  change  his  councils."  His  lordship  ob- 
served, that  it  seemed  to  be  admitted  by  the 
Counsel  on  both  sides,  that  if  the  project  stated 
on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  were  proved,  it 
fell  within  the  meaning  of  this  Act ;  for,  if  a  Pro- 
visional Government  were  formed,  the  royal  style 
must  of  necessity  cease.  To  levy  war  did  not 
require  soldiers  drawn  up  in  military  array.  It 
was  sufficient  if  a  number  of  people  met  to  do 
some  public  act,  in  which  they  had  no  private 
interest,  but  which  affected  the  country  at  large. 
Devising  to  force  the  King  to  change  his  measures 
was  always  considered  a  levying  of  war,  under 
the  old  statute  of  Edward  III." 

The  Jury  again  retired,  and,  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdict  of— GUILTY, 
ON  THE  THIRD  and  FOURTH  COUNTS  OF 
THE  INDICTMENT.  That  is  to  say,  on  those 
counts  which  charged  the  prisoner  with  con- 
spiring to  levy  war,  and  with  the  actual  levying 
of  war  against  the  King. 

The  verdict,  which  was  in  some  measure 
anticipated,  was  received  by  the  Court  in  perfect 
silence ;  and  the  wretched  man  was  taken  from 
the  bar,  surrounded  by  several  officers. 

Throughout  the  trial  he  had  maintained  the 
greatest  composure,  but  during  the  absence  of  the 
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Jury  he  seemed  poignantly  to  feel  the  melancholy 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed.  The  candid 
avowal,  however,  of  his  Counsel,  as  to  his 
ultimate  fate  upon  the  indictments  for  murder, 
had  left  him  no  hope  of  escape  of  an  ignominious 
death. 

When  taken  back  to  the  cell,  he  seemed  to  be 
absorbed  in  the  melancholy  contemplation  of  his 
approaching  fate,  which  he  of  course  felt  was 
irrevocably  sealed.  He  scarcely  uttered  a  single 
word  to  those  by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  but 
threw  himself  into  a  chair,  and  appeared  to  be 
entirely  abstracted  from  all  about  him.  He 
partook  of  some  refreshment,  but  was  unable  to 
recover  his  spifits. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  asked  for  a 
glass  of  wine,  which  Mr.  Brown  instantly  sent  to 
him. 

It  appeared  that  up  to  the  last  moment,  Th 
ilewood  confidently  anticipated  an  acquittal,  as 
indeed  did  many  persons  of  respectability  who 
were  in  Court.  The  speech  of  Mr.  Adolphus  had 
a  powerful  effect  upon  his  auditors  ;  but  the  replj 
of  the  Solicitor-General  at  once  dissipated  the 
momentary  impression  which  he  had  made. 

It  was  observed  that  a  number  of  persons  were 
collected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Sessions- 
house,  who  were  known  to  have  been  constant  at- 
tendants at  the  Smithfield,  Spa-fields,  and  Fins- 
bury  Meetings.  Some  of  these  intimated  an 
intention  to  give  three  cheers  if  the  verdict  was 
such  as  they  expected;  but  upon  the  real  verdict 
being  announced,  they  departed  with  strong 
manifestations  of  disappointment. 

At  the  termination  of  Thistlewood's  trial,  the 
Court   was  adjourned  till  the  following  Friday 
the  21st  of  April. 
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First  Day,  Friday,  April  21,  1820. 

At  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  jurymen,  who 
had  been  summoned,  arrived  at  the  Sessions-house, 
and,  at  nine,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Dallas,  Chief 
Baron  Richards,  Mr.  Justice  Richardson,  and  the 
Common  Sergeant,  took  their  seats. 

The  prisoner,  James  Ings,  was  then  put  to  the 
bar ;  he  seemed  to  labour  under  strong  feelings  of 
agitation  and  had  none  of  that  firmness  of  aspect 
which  he  displayed  on  the  former  days:  he  was 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  black. 

Mr.  Shelton,  the  clerk  of  the  arraigns,  pro- 
ceeded to  call  over  the  list  of  the  jurymen,  com- 
mencing at  the  name  with  which  he  had  termi- 
nated, when  the  jury  in  Thistlewood's  case  was 
impanelled. 

After  a  considerable  number  of  challenges,  both 
on  the  part  of  the  crown  and  of  the  prisoner,  the 
following  jury  was  finally  impanelled  and  sworn: 

Charles  Palmer, 
William  Moore, 
Thomas  Beecham, 
John  Beck, 
Benjamin  Rogers, 
James  Carey, 
George  Smith, 
James  Eade, 
Benjamin  Blvthe, 
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William  Percy, 
John  Young, 
William  Edgecombe. 

Mr.  Shelton  then  proceeded  to  read  the  indict- 
ment against  the  prisoner,  which  was  the  same 
already  described  in  the  case  of  Arthur  Thistle- 
wood. 

Mr.  Bolland,  at  a  few  minutes  after  ten,  opened 
the  indictment  in  the  usual  way  to  the  Jury. 

The  Solicitor-General  rose  at  ten  o'clock  to 
address  the  Jury  for  the  prosecution.  "  It  was 
hardly  necessary  for  him,  he  said,  to  entreat  their 
serious  and  patient  attention  to  the  statement-  he 
had  to  make  to  them  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  :  they  owed  it  to  themselves,  to  their  country, 
and,  above  all,  to  the  prisoner  at  the  bar.  In 
justice  to  him,  there  was  one  fact  now  known,  and 
to  which  he  might  without  impropriety  allude. 
One  of  the  parties  in  this  conspiracy  had  been 
already  convicted.  That  circumstance  they  were 
bound  not  to  let  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
prisoner;  towards  his  part  of  the  offence  they 
were  bound  to  look,  not  through  the  medium  of 
any  thing  that  had  already  passed  in  that  Court, 
but  solely  through  that  which  would  this  day  be 
laid  before  them  in  evidence ;  to  that  alone  they 
were  to  direct  their  attention,  and  by  that  must 
they  form  their  opinion  of  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  prisoner.  On  the  law  of  the  case  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  make  a  single  observa- 
tion, for  upon  it  not  a  single  objection,  not  a  single 
doubt,  had  been  stated  since  this  commission  had 
sat.  The  charge  against  the  prisoner,  divested  of 
all  technicalities,  was  simply  this,  that  he  had 
conspired  with  others,  by  force  and  violence,  to 
overthrow  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  country. 
This  was  to  be  effected  by  an  extensive  plan  of 
assassination,  and  by  other  means  which  he 
should  hereafter  mention. 
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"  In  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  he  would  plainly 
and  simply  narrate  the  facts  as  he  knew  they 
would  be  proved  in  evidence.  He  would  narrate 
them  without  the  smallest  exaggeration  or  distor- 
tion of  facts.  The  best  gift  and  pride  of  the 
people  was  the  pure  and  impartial  administration 
of  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  he  would  state  the 
facts  as  they  would  soon  hear  them  in  evidence, 
and  leave  them  to  decide  upon  their  applicability 
to  the  prisoner." 

The  Solicitor-General  then  detailed  the  evi- 
dence he  had  to  adduce  against  the  prisoner ;  it 
was  exactly  as  it  is  subsequently  given  by  the 
witnessess,  and  corresponded  entirely  with  that 
given  already  on  the  trial  of  Thistle  wood.  When 
the  learned  gentleman  came  to  that  part  of  the 
evidence  which  described  the  conflagration  that 
was  to  have  been  made  on  the  night  of  the  in- 
tended assassination,  and  the  proclamations  which 
were  to  have  been  posted  up  on  the  night  of  the 
intended  assassination,  calling  on  the  friends  of 
liberty  to  meet,  for  their  tyrants,  meaning  the 
members  of  his  Majesty's  government,  were  mur- 
dered, and  in  which  they  were  called  upon  to  rally 
round  the  provisional  government  which  was  then 
sitting;  he  observed,  "  what  would  not  have  been 
the  situation  of  this  great  metropolis  if  this  dread- 
ful project  had  been  carried  into  effect? 

"  The  people  would  have  seen  pieces  of  artil- 
lery moving  in  different  directions ;  they  would 
have  seen  a  general  conflagration;  they  would  have 
heard  of  a  provisional  government,  and  that  too 
rendered  perhaps  more  terrible  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  people  who  were  to  compose  it.  It  was 
impossible  to  judge  what  would  have  been  the 
Tesult  of  such  a  notification.  He  was,  indeed, 
willing  to  believe,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
were  too  sound  to  be  effectively  invited  to  rally 
round   men  whose   projects  were   introduced   to 
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them  by  the  horrible  and  atrocious  crimes  of  as- 
sassination and  murder.  He  trusted  that  hitherto, 
at  least  the  natural  indignation  of  Englishmen 
would  revolt  at  any  propositions  coming  from  such 
a  source,  and  to  be  gustained  by  such  diabolical 
means." 

After  detailing  very  minutely  the  evidence  he 
meant  to  give  against  the  prisoners  (as  it  is  here- 
after detailed),  he  informed  the  Jury  they  must 
hear  it  from  one  or  more  accomplices ;  on  the  extent 
of  whose  credibility  he  made  similar  observations 
to  those  made  by  the  Attorney-General  in  his 
opening  speech  on  Thistlewood's  trial,  and  dwelt 
on  the  comparative  impunity  with  which  dark  and 
secret  conspiracies  would  escape,  if  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice  were  not  admissible. 

"  But  even  without  this  testimony,  they  had  the 
unimpeachable  evidence  of  Hyden,  and  also  a 
number  of  facts  which  spoke  for  themselves  ;  and 
he  would  here  ask,  could  any  assignable  cause  be 
given  for  the  meeting  in  Cato-street — the  ammu- 
nition— the  arms — but  that  given  by  the  evidence 
which  thev  would  hear  ?  He  then  observed,  that 
it  was  not  because  the  plot  was  contemptible  and 
ill-formed,  and  left  so  much  to  hazard,  that  there- 
fore its  existence  was  to  be  disbelieved,  the  his- 
tory of  all  plots  was  of  the  same  description ; 
they  were  generally  characteristic  of  a  total  want 
of  foresight  and  prudence,  but  though  wild, 
though  extravagant,  yet  if  the  project  had  exis- 
tence, and  they  were  satisfied  of  the  prisoner 
being  a  party  to  it,  then  they  must  be  prepared, 
if  the  evidence  carried  conviction  to  their  minds, 
to  bring  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  the  prisoner, 
without  any  reference  to  the  consequences  of  that 
verdict." 

The  learned  Solicitor's  speech  occupied  an 
hour  and  ten  minutes  in  the  delivery. 

The  following  prisoners  were  then  put  to  the  bar 
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with  Ings,  to  be  identified:  Davidson,  Brunt 
Tidd,  Harrison,  Bradburne,  Strange,  Gilchrist, 
and  Wilson. 

EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  CROWN. 

The  witnesses  to  support  the  case  thus  de- 
scribed were  then  called  ;  but  much  of  their  testi- 
mony was  similar  to  that  given  in  the  trial  of 
Thistlewood.  We,  therefore,  confine  ourselves 
as  much  as  possible  to  the  new  facts  which  came 
out,  and  which  applied  immediately  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  prisoner. 

Robert  Adams  was  first  called,  and  examined 
by  the  Attorney-General.  His  testimony  was 
almost  in  all  respects  similar  to  that  on  the  former 
trial.  He  added,  that  he  heard  that  the  pike- 
staves  which  he  saw  in  the  room  in  Fox-court 
were  quite  green ;  he  understood  they  had  been 
brought  from  over  the  water ;  Ings  said  he  had 
brought  them.  The  same  evening  Ings  drew  a 
pistol  from  his  pocket.  There  was  a  conversation 
about  the  illness  of  the  present  King  ;  Thistlewood 
said  he  would  rather  the  new  King  lived  a  little 
while  longer,  but  it  was  not  their  intention  he 
should  ever  wear  the  crown. 

On  this  occasion  Ings  said,  that  the  day  the  Prince 
Regent  last  went  to  Parliament,  he  himself  went 
to  the  Park  with  a  pistol  in  his  pocket,  with  the 
sole  intention  to  shoot  him  ;  and  as  a  test  of  his 
sincerity,  he  said,  "  there's  the  pistol  I  took  with 
me,"  alluding  to  the  pistol  he  had  previously  pro- 
duced. He  regretted  he  had  not  done  it,  and  if 
he  had,  he  should  not  have  cared  a  farthing  for  his 
own  life.  Witness  saw  Ings  at  all  the  subsequent 
meetings. 

On  the  meeting  held  about  the  time  of  the 
King's  funeral,  when  the  plan  for  a  rising  was 
talked  of,  during  the  absence  of  the  horse  and 
foot  guards,    it  was   Ings    and   Brunt  that  said, 

thing  short  of  the   assassination  of  the  King's 
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ministeis  would  satisfy  them.  Ings  said,  with 
his  blood  all  of  a  boil,  "  that  he  must  have  them, 
(the  ministers,)  if  possible,  before  the  parliament 
was  dissolved," 

On  the  meeting  held  on  Saturday  the  20th  of 
February,  at  which  Tidd  took  the  chair,  with  a 
pike  in  his  hand,  and  at  which  Thistlewood  pro- 
posed the  murder  of  the  ministers  in  detail,  Ings 
was  present,  and  said,  "  whoever  has  the  lot  to 
murder  Lord  Castlereagh,  I  am  the  man  to  turn 
out  to  murder  that  thief  ! f. 

On  the  Tuesday,  at  the  meeting  at  Brunt's,  wit- 
ness saw  Ings  pull  three  daggers  from  out  of  his 
pocket :  he  was  asked  what  was  the  purpose  of 
pulling  out  these  daggers  ?  When  he  seized  one, 
and  making  a  sort  of  a  rush,  and  a  motion  with 
his  arm,  said,  with  an  exclamation,  to  "  run  into 
their  «■—  bodies."  After  Edwards  had  commu- 
nicated the  paragraph  in  The  New  Times,  respect- 
ing the  cabinet  dinner  on  the  Wednesday,  and  after 
Brunt  declared  his  belief  in  a  God,  from  his 
prayers  being  answered  in  bringing  the  ministers 
together,  Ings  exclaimed  with  exultation,  that 
"  he  should  have  a  better  opportunity  of  cutting 
off  Lord  Castlereagh's  head." 

",It  was  subsequently  arranged,  that  Ings  should 
head  the  party  to  go  into  the  room  in  which  the 
ministers  were  assembled.  He  was  to  cut  off 
Lord  Castlereagh's  and  Lord  Sidmouth's  heads, 
and  to  bring  them  away.  He  was  also  to  cut  off 
Lord  Castlereagh's  hand,  which  he  was  to  cure 
(pickle),  as  it  would  be  thought  a  great  deal  of 
at  a  future  day."  He  was  to  be  armed  with  a  pair 
of  pistols  and  a  butcher's  knife. 

The  same  afternoon,  Ings  was  employed  in 
making  fire-balls  to  set  fire  to  the  different  build- 
ings ;  Edwards  was  making  fusees  to  the  grenades. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  February  the  23d,  the 
proclamation,  written  by  Thistlewood,  was  signed 
*  James  Ings,  Secretary." 
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Witness  then  described  Ings's  preparation  for 
action,  his  brandishing  his  knife,  and  his  sangui- 
nary declarations  that  he  Mould  cut  off  the  heads 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  bring  away  the 
heads  of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Lord  Sidmouth  in 
his  bags.  The  handle  of  his  knife,  he  said,  he 
had  bound  round  with  wax-end,  "  in  order  to  pre- 
vent his  hand  from  slipping  while  he  was  at  work." 

The  witness  then  proceeded  to  detail  the  well- 
known  occurrences  in  Cato-street,  and  the  part 
which  In^s  took  therein.  He  swore  he  would 
rather  die  or  hang  himself  than  not  do  the  job 
that  night. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Adolphus,  witness 
said,  I  was  born  at  Ipswich ;  I  am  now  a  Chris- 
tian ;  there  was  a  time  when  I  was  not  a  Chris- 
tian ;  I  was  then  a  man  in  the  same  form  as  now. 
I  was  what  they  termed  a  Deist.  I  believed  in 
God.  I  renounced  Christianity  and  believed  only 
in  God.  I  re-commenced  Christian  after  the  23d 
of  February.  I  renounced  my  faith  as  a  Chris- 
tian last  August.  I  never  pronounced  my  disbe- 
lief in  God — nor  ever  denied  Christ,  till  I  read  that 
cursed  work  of  Paine's  !  I  never  was  an  Atheist, 
but  always  believed  in  a  God.    I  have  no  pension. 

The  paper  produced  is  my  hand-writing ;  I 
was  examined  here  on  Monday,  and  have  since 
been  in  Coldbath-fields.  I  have  had  no  com- 
munication with  any  body.  I  have  had  a  room 
in  the  house  of  the  Governor  ;  I  have  seen  nobody 
that  has  told  me  any  part  of  the  proceedings  in 
this  Court.  During  the  days  when  I  was  here, 
I  was  kept  in  a  room  by  myself.  Heard  nothing 
of  the  progress  of  the  proceedings,  except  the 
conviction  of  Thistlewood.  I  had  known  Ed- 
wards from  the  first  part  of  January.  From  the 
time  I  joined  Brunt  and  the  others.  I  never 
intended  to  commit  murder,  nor  to  give  informa- 
tion ;  I  intended  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  to 
see  if  any  thing  enabled  me  to  creep  out  of  it ; 
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I  was  prevented  from  creeping  out,  from  threats 
that  had  been  held  out ;  I  was  not  disposed  to 
plunder  the  shops,  although  I  was  in  a  society 
that  were  so  disposed. 

Before  I  went  into  prison,  I  was  asking  Brum 
what  was  the  plan  that  was  first  drawn  out , 
Brunt  said  that  nothing  would  be  comrnunicatea 
till  the  day  of  action,  and  then  the  men  would 
be  called  together,  receive  a  treat,  and  be  told 
what  was  to  be  done  ;  after  which  they  would 
not  be  lost  sight  of.  Brunt  said,  if  he  had  any 
suspicion  of  any  one  giving  information,  he  would 
run  him  through.  This  was  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary. When  I  was  examined  on  Monday,  it  did 
not  come  to  my  recollection  about  Ings  telling  of 
shooting  the  Prince  Regent. 

Mr.  Gurney  :  We  studiously  passed  over 
certain  points  of  the  evidence  for  the  purpose  of 
shortening  it. 

The  Witness :  I  can  tell  many  things,  if  I  am 
asked,  that  I  did  not  tell  on  Monday.  If  any 
thing  fresh  comes  to  my  mind  as  I  stand  here  I'll 
tell  it.  There  were  things  that  transpired  that  I 
did  not  state  last  Monday,  and  that  I  have  not 
stated  to-day.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of 
Monument.  I  can  be  answerable,  that  there  was 
one  candle  in  the  room. 

I  did  not  see  more  than  one  a-light.  If  a  man 
spoke  the  truth,  he  could  not  say  there  were 
eight  candles  in  the  room.  If  any  man  said  there 
wa*,  I  should  say  he  was  a  false  man.  I  cannot 
be  answerable  for  every  word  which  passed. 

I  always  found  Mr.  Edwards  very  deep,  and 
very  deep  in  conversation  with  Brunt  and  This- 
tlewood. 

There  was  a  shot-hole  in  my  coat  from  a  pistol 
mat  was  fired  from  the  window,  when  I  was 
escaping  from  the  stable. 

I  do  not  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Chambers. 
I  never  called  upon  a  person  of  that  name  in 
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company  with  Edwards.  I  did  call  with  Edwards 
upon  a  woman  at  Pimlico,  to  buy  a  pair  of  boots. 
On  that  day  I  did  not  call  upon  any  man  of  the 
name  of  Chambers  to  solicit  him  to  kill  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  I  never  said  I  would  kill 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  have  blood  and 
wine  for  my  supper.  I  never  had  any  conversa- 
tion with  any  body  to  use  Cashman  as  a  watch- 
word. 

After  the  affair  at  Cato-street  I  did  not  take 
any  ammunition  away  with  me  from  Cato-street. 
Hall  gave  me  a  pistol  and  five  rounds  of  ball- 
cartridges.  I  loaded  the  pistol,  and  laid  it  on  the 
bench  ;  I  did  not  touch  it  again  ;  and  threw  the 
four  ball-cartridges  away  in  the  room. 

I  never  carried  the  large  hand-grenade.  I 
cannot  say  that  I  can  charge  my  memory  with  a 
score  of  words  which  Edwards  ever  said  ;  what- 
ever he  raid  was  always  in  a  side-winded  way 
amongst  themselves. 

Eleanor  Walker,  on  being  examined  by 
Mr.  Gurney,  gave  similar  evidence  to  that  given 
by  her  on  the  former  occasion. 

Mary  Rogers,  Joseph  Hale  (apprentice  to 
Brunt),  Thomas  Smart  (watchman  in  Grosvenor- 
square),  C.  Bissex  (also  a  watchman  for  the  same 
place),  Frederick  Gillan,  John  Hector  Morrison 
(journeyman  to  Mr.  Underwood,  the  cutler,  in 
Drury-lane),  Edward  Simpson  (corporal-major  of 
the  2d  Life  Guards),  and  James  Aldous  (pawn- 
Droker),  also  detailed  the  same  facts  to  which 
they  before  deposed. 

Thomas  Hyden,  the  man  who  gave  the  in- 
formation to  Lord  Harrowby,  recapitulated  the 
facts  proved  on  the  former  trial. 

In  cross-examination,  he  said,  he  had  been 
formerly  a  gentleman's  servant ;  that  was  six 
years  ago.  He  lived  with  Colonel  Bridges  last. 
He  might  have  lived  with  him  a  month  or  more. 
He  could    not   certainly    say.     He   had   lived   ii» 
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Manchester-mews  for  five  years.  He  had  Lot 
been  there  all  the  time  himself.  He  -was  away 
two  or  three  months. 

He  was  now  in  the  Marshalsea ;  he  was  not 
ashamed  of  the  place.  It  was  for  a  debt  of 
eighteen  pounds,  and  due  to  Mr.  Powell,  a  milk 
man.  He  went  into  prison  last  Saturday,  on 
execution.  He  had  been  sued  at  the  beginning 
of  last  summer.  I  was  at  home  at  different  times 
in  June,  July,  and  August,  at  Manchester-mews. 
My  family  were  there  till  last  Saturday.  I  said 
on  Tuesday  last  I  lived  in  Manchester-mews.  I 
am  living  now  at  this  place  where  I  stand.  My 
family  goes  there  now  two  or  three  times  a  day. 
I  have  known  Davidson  three  or  four  months.  I 
do  not  know  Mr.  Edwards. 

I  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Edwards.  I 
know  a  good  many  persons  two  hundred  miles 
in  the  country.  I  have  been  to  the  Scotch  Arms, 
in  some  small  court  somewhere  down  by  the 
Strand.  I  was  there  twice,  to  the  shoemakers' 
club,  with  a  friend  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  a 
master-tailor.  It  was  reported  .to  be  a  shoe- 
makers' club.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  po- 
litics and  the  affairs  of  the  State  were  the  topics 
of  discussion. 

I  never  was  at  any  of  the  meetings  in  Fox-court. 
I  knew  nothing  of  the  affair  in  Cato-street  till 
told  by  Wilson ;  I  was  to  get  the  cream  for  a  fa- 
mily in  Princes-street,  Cavendish-square.  I  have 
served  them  about  three  years,  but  I  do  not  know 
their  name.  My  wife  brought  home  the  order 
for  the  cream.  I  have  been  at  the  house,  but  I 
do  not  know  when.  It  was  the  first  time  I  saw 
Wilson  ;  he  said  to  me  that  I  need  not  be  alarmed, 
for  a  gentleman's  servant  furnished  money.  He 
said  this  more  than  twice. 

Pe-examined  :  My  family  continued  to  carry 
on  my  business  in  Manchester-mews  till  Saturday 
last,  when  I  was  arrested.     As  far  as  I  know  my 
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family  have  possession  of  the  premises  now.  I 
believe  the  house  in  Princes-street  is  No.  6.  My 
wife  serves  the  family  sometimes;  I  have  been 
there ;  I  believe  the  house  to  be  the  front  door 
going  from  Cavendish-square  towards  Oxford- 
street." 

Lord  Harrows y  appeared  on  the  right  of  the 
Bench,  and  spoke  to  the  interruption  of  cabinet 
dinners,  and  the  issuing  of  cards  of  invitation  for 
the  23d.  His  Lordship  named  the  company  who 
were  to  be  present.  His  Lordship  then  stated 
the  receipt  of  Hyden's  communication,  and  the 
change  of  arrangements  adopted  in  consequence. 
His  Lordship,  in  cross-examination  by  Mr. 
Curwood,  said,  he  had  not  personally  known  any 
thing  of  it  before ;  but  he  had  heard  a  long  time 
antecedently,  that  something  of  this  nature  was  to 
be  attempted. 

John  Baker  corroborated  the  testimony  of  Lord 
Harrowby  as  to  the  intended  cabinet  dinner. 

John  Monument  was  next  examined,  and  was 
again  conducted  into  Court  in  the  charge  of  two 
of  the  yeomen  warders  of  the  Court.  His  evi- 
dence in  chief  was  precisely  the  same  as  that 
which  he  gave  on  Thistlewood's  trial. 

In  cross-examination,  witness  said,  that  Thistle- 
wood  remarked,  that  every  man  would  have 
equal  honour  with  myself.  I  went  to  Cato-street 
for  fear.  I  was  foolish,  for  I  certainly  went  there 
without  knowing  what  I  was  to  do.  I  thought 
they  were  going  to  the  House  of  Commons.  When 
I  was  told  by  Brunt  they  were  going  to  a  cabinet 
dinner,  I  fully  thought  they  were  going  to  destroy 
the  ministers,  and  yet  I  went.  I  went  to  Tidd's, 
oecause  I  was  afraid.  I  cannot  tell  why  I  did 
not  go  to  a  magistrate  to  tell  my  fears.  My  in- 
tention was,  when  I  got  into  the  room  and  found 
out  what  they  were  going  about,  to  run  away. 

Thomas  Monument  confirmed  the  last  wUness 
in  every  particular. 
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Ruthven  repeated  his  former  testimony.  In 
cross-examination,  he  said,  he  had  no  doubt  there 
were  four  or  five  lights  in  the  loft,  and  others  in 
the  little  room. 

James  Ellis,  William  Westcott,  Luke  Nixon, 
Joseph  Champion,  John  Wright,  and  William 
Charles  Brooks,  police  officers,  likewise  repeated 
their  former  testimony. 

Capt.  Fitzclarence. — The  first  thing  he  saw 
was  a  police  officer,  who  cried  out,  "  Soldiers, 
soldiers  ;  stable  door,  stable  door !"  He  was  met 
by  two  men  at  the  door,  one  having  a  pistol, 
another  a  sword.  He  followed  one  of  them  into 
the  stable,  and  took  him. 

Serjeant  William  Legg,  of  the  2d  regiment  of 
Coldstream  Guards,  was  at  Cato-street ;  saw  the 
pistol  levelled  at  Captain  Fitzclarence,  and  seized 
it,  when  it  went  off.  It  was  Tidd  who  levelled  it. 
He  took  him  into  custody.  He  saw  above  on  the 
loft,  Cooper,  Gilchrist,  and  Monument. 

Hercules  Taunton  gave  evidence  of  the 
seizures  made  at  Brunt's  and  Tidd's. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Adolphus. — A  reward 
had  been  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  Palin. 
He  was  not  apprehended,  nor  Potter,  nor  Cook. 

Daniel  Bishop  was  called,  but  not  being  in 
attendance,  his  examination  and  the  production 
of  the  various  articles  seized  was  postponed  till  to- 
morrow morning,  and  the  Court  adjourned  at  eight 
o'clock. 

The  Jury  were  then,  as  in  the  former  ease  of 
Thistlewood's  trial,  placed  in  a  room  by  them- 
selves, and  not  permitted  to  have  conversation  with 
any  person  whatever. 

Ings  in  the  course  of  the  day  revived  in  spirits 
as  he  became  interested  in  the  evidence ;  but  he 
frequently  reverted  to  a  state  of  gloomy  sul- 
lenness. 

The  other  prisoners  were  anxious  to  keep  the 
witnesses  out  of  Court,  when  not  under  examina- 
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lion,  and  repeatedly  called  on   those   who  acci- 
dentally made  their  appearance  to  withdraw. 

Second  Day. — Saturday,  April  22. 

At  a  quarter  before  nine  the  Jury  were  con- 
ducted to  the  box  by  the  sheriff's  officers. 

Shortly  after  this  the  guns,  pistols,  swords, 
pikes,  grenades,  ammunition,  and  other  materials 
of  war,  seized  in  Cato- street,  were  brought  into 
court,  and  placed  on  the  table. 

At  nine  the  same  learned  Judges  who  presided 
the  day  before,  took  their  seats. 

Ings  and  the  other  prisoners  were  then  put  to 
the  bar. 

Evidence  for  the  Crown  continued. 

Daniel  Bishop  was  now  put  in  the  box,  and 
described  the  circumstances  attending  the  appre- 
hension of  Thistlewood,  which  were  detailed  in 
his  former  evidence. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Adolphus  :  Witness 
said  he  had  apprehended  the  prisoner  from  private 
information,  not  received  from  an  officer ;  he  did 
not  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Edwards. 

Ruthven  was  next  called,  and  said  there  were 
now  placed  on  the  table  the  arms  and  ammunition 
taken  in  Cato-street ;  he  then  proceeded  to  select 
each  article  separately,  and  to  exhibit  it  to  the 
Jury ;  the  pikes  and  grenades  were  minutely 
inspected.  A  pike  blade  was  placed  in  one  of 
the  handles  in  order  to  show  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  to  be  used.  When  thus  presented  it  had  a 
most  terrific  appearance.  The  knife  stated  to 
have  been  found  on  the  person  of  Ings  was  next 
produced,  and  exhibited  to  the  Jury.  While  they 
were  examining  it,  Ings  exclaimed,  "  It  was  not 
found  upon  me,  my  Lord." 

Hector  Morriso.n,  servant  to  Mr.  Underwood  the 
cutler,  identified  the  two  swords  which  he  ground 
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for  Ings.  They  were  made  extremely  sharp  from 
heel  to  point.  The  prisoner  directed  that  they 
should  be  made  as  sharp  as  a  needle  at  the  point, 
and  that  they  should  be  made  to  cut  both  at  the 
back  and  front ;  this  was  done.  The  swords 
seemed  since  to  have  been  rubbed  on  a  stone  to 
make  them  keener. 

Samuel  Taunton  selected  the  articles  found  in 
Tidd's  lodgings,  as  well  as  those  found  in  the 
back  room  of  the  house  in  which  Brunt  resided. 

Serjeant  Hanson,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  de- 
scribed the  formation  of  the  fire-balls  and  hand- 
grenades,  and  opened  one  of  the  latter,  as  in 
Thistlewood's  case,  for  the  information  of  the 
Jury.  He  also  looked  at  the  flannel  bags  found 
in  Tidd's  lodgings.  They  were  what  are  termed 
flannel  cartridges  for  a  6-pounder.  They  were  the 
same  as  those  used  by  the  Royal  Artillery,  only 
that  those  produced  were  formed  of  flannel, 
whereas  those  used  by  the  artillery  were  com- 
posed of  serge. 

It  was  now  announced  that  the  other  prisoners 
misht  retire,  and  thev  were  re-conducted  to  their 
apartments. 

Serjeant  Hanson,  examination  by  one  of  the 
Jury,  said,  that  the  grenades  found  in  Cato-street 
were  not  made  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as 
those  made  for  the  use  of  the  artillery,  although 
they  were  calculated  to  produce  similar  destruc- 
tive consequences.  The  cart-nails  would  be  pro- 
pelled with  irresistible  force  by  the  explosion  of 
the  tin  carcase,  and  would  scatter  death  around. 
There  was  rather  more  powder  in  the  case  than 
was  sufficient  to  burst  a  nine  inch  shell. 

The  Attorney-General :  That  is  the  case  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown. 

THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Curwood  then  rose  to  address  the  Jury  on 
behalf  ot  the  prisoner  and  commenced  by  lament- 
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big  the  effect  which  the  conviction  of  the  last  pri- 
soner must  have  upon  their  minds,  however  good 
their  intentions,  and  however  anxious  they  might 
be  to  decide  this  case  free  from  all  preconceived 
impressions.  This  circumstance,  undoubtedly 
weighed  heavily  upon  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  feelings, 
knowing  that  the  construction  of  the  human  mind 
was  such,  as  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  get 
rid  of  opinions  once  entertained.  The  disad- 
vantage under  which  he  laboured,  in  this  respect, 
was  the  more  distressing,  because  although  the 
general  features  of  this  case  bore  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  last,  yet  it  wanted  a  most  material 
circumstance  of  confirmation,  which  was  produced 
on  a  former  occasion. 

Sir  Robert  Dallas  interposed,  and  objected 
to  any  allusion  to  what  had  passed  on  the  former 
trial.  The  Solicitor-General,  in  opening  the  case, 
had  most  humanely  abstained  from  any  reference 
to  the  former  case,  and  had  entreated  the  jury  to 
dismiss  from  their  minds  the  fact  that  another 
prisoner  had  been  convicted.  The  Court  was 
bound  to  treat  this  as  a  case  depending  upon  its  own 
merits,  and  his  Lordship  was  persuaded  that  the 
Jury  would  forget  that  such  a  person  as  Thistle- 
wood  existed,  and  dismiss  from  their  minds  all 
knowledge  of  the  former  case,  if  they  happened 
to  have  heard  any  part  of  it. 

Mr.  Curwood  resumed,  and  said  "  he  should 
bow  with  respectful  deference  to  the  correction 
of  his  Lordship.  His  learned  friend  the  Solicitor- 
General  had  told  the  Jury  that,  in  stating  the  case 
for  the  prosecution,  he  was  only  anxious  to  acquit 
himself  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  public,  by  fully 
and  fairly  laying  before  the  Jury  the  whole  of  its 
circumstances  ;  and  that  as  far  as  his  own  personal 
feelings  were  concerned,  he  was  regardless  of  the 
result.  No  man  would  withhold  from  his  learned 
friend  the  fullest  credit  for  the  sincerity  of  that 
statement.     Though  his  (Mr.  Curwood's)  task  was 
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much  more  irksome  than  that  of  his  learned  friend, 
yet  he  hoped  he  should  have  credit  for  the  same 
feelings  ;  that  he  was  most  anxious,  not  only  to  do 
his  duty  towards  the  unfortunate  man  at  the  bar, 
but  towards  his  country  and  his  own  character.  He 
was  sure  that  the  Jury  were  also  animated  by  the 
same  feelings,  and  that  whatever  might  be  their 
private  sentiments,  they  would  form  theifjudg- 
ment  upon  the  evidence  alone,  and,  if  upon  an  im- 
partial consideration  of  that  .evidence,  they  found 
it  did  not  bear  out  the  facts  charged  in  the  in- 
dictment, would  gladly  deliver  him,  by  their 
verdict  of  Not  Guilty. 

"  The  Solicitor-General  had  also  told  them,  that 
the  law  of  the  case  was  extremely  clear.  No 
doubt  it  was  ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  point  out 
the  precise  question  for  their  consideration,  be- 
fore they  ventured  to  apply  the  facts  of  the  case 
to  that  law ;  because  the  question  here  was  not 
guilt,  or  innocence  in  the  abstract,  for  although 
there  was  strong  suspicion  against  the  prisoner  of 
moral  guilt,  yet  the  question  they  had  to  try  was, 
whether  he  was  guilty  not  only  of  high  treason,  but 
of  that  high  treason  which  was  specifically  charged 
in  this  indictment.  In  order,  therefore,  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  their  duty  fully  and  fairly 
towards  the  prisoner,  they  must  not  only  take  into 
their  consideration  the  precise  question  they  had 
to  try,  but  also  apply  the  evidence  produced,  in 
order  to  see  whether  the  specific  charge  of  high 
treason  was  made  out. 

"  The  history  of  the  Statute  of  Treasons,  25 
Edw.  III.,  was  well  known.  It  was  passed  in 
order  to  define  what  treason  really  was,  and  that 
the  ignorance,  and  even  cruelty,  which  had  pre- 
viously prevailed  upon  the  subject,  by  the  erection 
of  certain  acts  into  crimes  against  the  state, 
might  be  exploded.  That  statute  contained  a 
few  short  and  distinct  propositions,  which  in  fact 
comprehended  the  whole  law  of  treason.     In  the 
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language  of  Lord  Coke  it  was  called  the  blessed 
Statute,  from  the  admirable  regard  manifested  in 
it  for  the  liberty  and  sal'et}^  of  the  subject.  It 
declared  first,  that  whoever  should  compass  or 
imagine  the  death  of  the  King,  should  be  guilty 
of  high  treason ;  and,  second,  whoever  should 
levy  war  against  the  King  and  this  realm,  should 
be  guilty  of  the  like  offence. 

"  A  number  of  other  enactments  of  treason  had 
taken  place  at  different  times  since  then,  intro- 
ducing a  most  horrible  system  of  cruelty  and  op- 
pression, but  at  length  it  was  found  necessary  to 
return  to  that  blessed  statute.  It  was  true,  that 
in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  a  statute  passed 
for  extending  the  law  of  treason.  He  lamented 
that  such  a  statute  should  ever  have  passed,  and 
still  more  that  any  occasion  for  it  should  ever 
have  existed.  Upon  both  of  these  statutes  the 
present  indictment  was  founded. 

"  By  the  23d  of  Edward  III.  it  was  made 
treason  to  compass  or  imagine  the  death  of  the 
King;  and  by  the  36th  Geo.  III.  it  was  made 
treason  to  attempt  to  depose  him  from  his  kingly 
office. 

"  By  the  statute  of  Edward,  it  was  made  trea- 
son actually  to  levy  war;  and  by  the  statute  01 
George,  it  was  made  treason  to  conspire  to  levy 
war. 

"  The  four  charges,  therefore,  which  they  had 
to  try,  were  these:  Did  the  prisoner  at  the  bar 
compass,  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King?  Did 
he  conspire  to  depose  him  from  his  imperial 
dignity?  Did  he  actually  levy  war  against  his 
Majesty  ?  And  did  he  conspire  to  levy  war  with 
an  intention  to  compel  his  Majesty  to  change  the 
measures  of  his  government  by  force?  These 
were  the  precise  issues  they  had  to  try,  and 
whatever  might  be  their  opinion  of  his  guilt,  as  it 
respected  other  charges  still  pending  over  him, 
and  for  which  punishment  would  reach  him  if  he 
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were  guilty,  yet  unless  they  were  conscien- 
tiously satisfied  that  he  had  actually  committed 
some  one  of  these  four  offences,  they  were  bound 
to  pronounce  him  Not  Guilty. 

"  It  had  been  admitted  by  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, that  if  the  case  in  all  its  parts  was  not 
proved  by  unequivocal  testimony,  they  were 
bound  to  acquit  the  prisoner;  and  he  apologized 
for  the  evidence  he  proposed  to  offer,  by  saying, 
that  in  ail  cases  of  conspiracy  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  evidence  of  some  of  the  conspirators,  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  purposes  of  their  dark  con- 
sultations. 

"  This  was  another  of  the  miseries  resulting 
from  a  departure  from  the  statute  of  Edv/ard. 
That  admirable  statute  enacted,  that  before  a 
man  should  be  found  guilty  of  the  treasons  th^re 
set  out,  he  shall  be  '  proveably  convict'  of  the 
same. 

"  Upon  the  meaning  of  the  words  *  proveably 
convict,'  the  great  Lord  Coke  had  written  a  whole 
section,  shewing  that  they  did  not  mean  probably 
convict,  but  convict  by  the  most  unequivocal  and 
satisfactory  evidence. 

"  The  object  of  the  statute,  therefore,  in  making 
this  wholesome  provision  was  to  protect  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  whose  lives  might  be  at  the 
mercy  of  the  most  infamous  of  mankind.  It  was 
necessary,  therefore,  that  the  Jury  should  ex- 
amine the  facts  proved  with  the  most  scrupulous 
circumspection,  before  they  made  up  their  minds 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  prisoner's  guilt. 

'*  The  Solicitor  General  had  admitted,  that  the 
evidence  of  the  conspirators  ought  not  to  be  be- 
lieved unless  it  was  confirmed  in  all  its  material  cir- 
cumstances. It  was  to  be  observed,  that  the  con- 
firmation alluded  to,  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  col- 
lateral facts  irrelevant  to  the  matter  in  issue,  but 
to  the  whole  body  and  substance  of  the  evidence ; 
and  therefore  if  they  found  that  the  material  wit- 
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nesses  to  establish  the  conspiracy  were  not  con- 
firmed in  the  substantial  part  of  their  evidence,  it 
was  their  duty  to  pronounce  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 

u  The  leawied  counsel  admitted  that  there  was 
sufficient  evidence  to  establish  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoners  to  commit,  perhaps,  a 
dreadful  riot,  to  commit  murder,  and  to  effect  the 
destruction  of  houses  ;  but  he  strenuously  urged, 
that  this  was  not  sufficient  to  make  out  the  crime 
of  high  treason,  as  alleged  in  the  indictment.  He 
adverted  to  the  evidence  of  Adams,  and  other 
witnesses,  and  contended  that  it  was  wholly  in- 
credible, and  inconsistent  in  every  part. 

"  But  supposing  the  conspiracy  which  they 
had  proved,  really  to  have  existed,  he  urged  that 
it  was  the  most  ridiculous  plot  that  could  ever 
enter  into  the  mind  of  the  most  infatuated  man, 
considering  the  absolute  destitution  of  means  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  The  records  of  fiction  and  of 
history  did  not  furnish  an  instance  of  such  a  wild 
and  chimerical  scheme. 

"  After  commenting  with  considerable  inge- 
nuity, upon  the  evidence  of  the  principal  wit- 
nesses of  the  Crown,  he  proceeded  to  deprecate  ia 
strong  terms  the  doctrine  of  constructive  treason  ; 
and  called  upon  the  Jury,  as  guardians  of  their 
own  and  the  public  liberties,  to  make  a  stand 
against  the  further  extension  of  this  abominable 
doctrine,  which  had  been  condemned  by  Lord 
Hale,  and  some  of  the  wisest  judges  that  ever  sat 
to  administer  justice.  Returning  again  to  the  de- 
scription of  evidence  adduced  to  support  the 
conspiracy,  he  insisted  that  they  could  give  no 
credence  to  Adams,  who  stood  confessed  the  be- 
trayer of  his  companions,  a  traitor  to  his  king,  a 
rebel  against  his  country,  intending  to  assassinate 
and  murder  his  fellow-subjects,  an  apostate  to  his 
religion,  and  a  scoffer  of  his  God. 

11  Would  a  British  Jury  in  this  sanctuary  of 
justice,  sacrifice    to     torture    and    death    eleven 
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men,  merely  upon,  the  evidence  of  such  a  self- 
convicted  wretch  ?  He  had  stated  to  the  Jury  the 
danger  to  which  our  liberties  and  lives  would  be 
exposed,  if  a  man  could  be  convicted  of  high 
treason,  on  evidence  like  that  which  they  had 
heard ;  but  as  he  preferred  supporting  himself  in 
all  cases  by  the  authority  of  great  men,  he  would 
remind  them  of  what  the  present  Solicitor-General 
had  said,  without  telling  them  on  what  occasion 
the  words  to  which  he  would  allude  had  been 
spoken,  or  how  long  it  was  ago. 

"  A  witness  was  called  to  discredit  the  testi- 
mony of  another.  He,  on  cross-examination,  ad- 
mitted, that  he  had  accompanied  a  person  to  the 
Park,  who  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  extorting 
money  from  individuals,  by  charging  them  with 
certain  practices.  On  this  occasion  the  natural 
feelings  of  his  learned  friend,  the  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, broke  forth,  and  he  inquired,  '  Would  any 
honest  man — would  any  man  worthy  of  belief  in  a 
court  of  justice,  accompany  a  person  who  went  on 
such  an  expedition?  Would  any  man,  entitled  to 
credit  with  a  jury,  agree  with  another  in  such  a 
plan  to  extort  money  V  This,  in  point  of  fact,  had 
not  been  done  by  the  witness  to  whom  he  alluded  ; 
but  he,  Mr.  Curwood,  must  beg  to  apply  this  sort 
of  reasoning  to  the  principal  witness  for  the  pro- 
secution, and  ask  if  a*  man  who  had  acted  as 
Adams  had  clone  was  entitled  to  belief  in  a  court 
of  justice. 

"  Was  a  man  entitled  to  credit,  who,  like 
Adams,  was  an  apostate,  a  traitor,  a  rebel,  a  be- 
trayer of  his  companions,  a  murderer,  and  an  as- 
sassin-— all  of  which  he  admitted  that  he  had  in- 
tended to  be  ? 

"  Yet  such  a  man  had  his  learned  friend  put 
up  on  the  present  occasion.  But  who  would  be- 
lieve him,  unless,  indeed,  it  were  made  out,  which 
no  lawyer  would  say  it  was,  that  such  a  man  was 
entitled  to  credit  when  he  came  into  a  court  of 
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justice  to  seek  the  lives  of  men,  though  not  in 
other  cases,  where  his  object  was  different. 

"  If  this  principle  were  not  established,  then 
out  of  their  own  mouths  was  the  principal  wit- 
ness for  the  prosecution  condemned.  He  called 
upon  the  Jury  to  look  if  he  were  confirmed,  he 
would  not  say  by  good,  but  even  by  infamous 
witnesses.  It  was  nothing  that  he  was  corrobor- 
ated in  various  insignificant  particulars,  but  he 
was  borne  out  in  nothing  that  went  to  prove  that 
the  prisoner  at  the  bar  had  committed  high  trea- 
son ;  and  he  therefore  begged  of  them,  under 
these  circumstances,  to  give  that  verdict  which 
would  dismiss  Adams  with  shame,  as  a  man  not  to 
be  believed  in  a  court  of  justice  on  his  oath. 

"  If  such  a  man  were  corroborated  by  other 
infamous  witnesses,  it  would,  in  fact,  be  no  con- 
firmation ;  how,  then,  did  the  case  stand  when 
they  found  that  he  was  not  even  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  those  who  were  almost  as  infamous 
as  himself.  Having  done  with  Adams,  the  next 
witness  was  Hyden,  he  described  himself  to  have 
formerly  belonged  to  a  shoe-making  club,  and  to 
have  been  introduced  to  Thistlewood  in  the  month 
of  February.  And  what  was  the  first  proposal 
made  to  him  ?  Why,  Thistlewood  was  repre- 
sented to  have  said,  without  any  disguise  or  re- 
serve, "  Will  you  be  one  to  murder  his  Majesty's 
ministers  ?" 

"  Good  God  ! — what  must  that  man  be  whose 
heart  would  not  revolt  with  horror  from  such  a 
proposal  ?  But  this  person  expressed  no  disgust 
at  the  plan  with  which  he  was  thus  made  ac- 
quainted Was  this  man  then  more  worthy  of  be- 
lief, than  one  who  would  join  with  another  to  ex- 
tort money  ? 

"  Was  this,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Solicitor- 
General,  a  man  worthy  of  belief  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ?  The  answer  that  his  learned  friend  would 
feel  disposed  to  give  must  be,  that  he  was  not. 
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Then  what  confirmation  could  his  evidence  supply 
to  that  of  Adams  ?  It  was  not  necessary  for  him 
to  go  through  aLl  the  details  of  the  conversations 
between  this  witness  and  Adams,  but  he  must 
remark,  that  of  these  not  one  word  went  to  con- 
firm the  facts  that  would  amount  to  the  crime  of 
nigh  treason,  though  they  all  tended  to  establish 
a  plot  to  assassinate  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

"  It  was  true,  that  something  was  stated  to 
have  been  said  of  seizing  the  cannon  in  the 
Artillery-Ground,  and  of  retreating  to  the  Mansion 
House.  All  this  proved  that  a  great  riot  was  in 
contemplation,  but  it  evinced  no  intention  of  com- 
mitting high  treason.  This  witness  described 
himself  to  have  joined  in  the  plan,  and  to  have 
told  the  conspirators  that  he  would  be  with 
them. 

"  The  next  witness  was  Monument.  He  had 
sworn  that  he  was  told  by  Thistlewood  he  ought 
to  get  arms,  as  all  his  (Thistlewood's)  friends 
were  armed.  At  that  period  it  could  not  be 
denied,  that  there  was  a  great  ferment  in  the 
public  mind,  in  consequence  of  the  transactions 
which  had  taken  place  at  Manchester  but  a  short 
time  before. 

"  Many  of  the  warmest  friends  to  the  measures 
of  government  were  of  opinion,  that  an  inquiry 
into  those  transactions  ought  to  be  instituted  ; 
while  others,  without  reserve,  termed  what  had 
occurred  at  Manchester  '  a  massacre,'  and  de- 
clared that  since  they  were  liable  to  be  so  dis* 
persed  at  public  meetings,  they  would  attend 
them  armed,  that  they  might  be  prepared  to 
defend  themselves.  Thistlewood  had  used  words 
to  this  effect.  He  (Mr.  Curwood)  would  not 
deny  that  to  go  armed  to  such  meetings,  was  a 
desperate  resistance  of  the  law ;  but  he  would 
maintain  that  it  did  not  amount  to  high  treason, 
and  he  entreated  the  Jury  never  to  dismiss  from 
their  minds  that  it  was  for  high  treason,  and  for 
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nigh  treason  t  wly,  that  they  were  trying  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  not  for  disobedience  to 
tne  law  in  other  respects ;  and  therefore  if  the 
/acts  proved  did  not  amount  to  high  treason,  it 
would   be  their  duty  to  return  a  verdict  of  Not 

urLlLTY. 

"  The  witness,  Monument,  had  confirmed  the 
evidence  given  of  the  existence  of  a  plan  for  the 
assassination  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  for 
creating  a  riot ;  but  he  proved  nothing  respecting 
that  proclamation  which  was  said  to  have  been 
prepared  by  Thistlewood,  and  which  alone  went 
co  give  the  conspiracy  the  character  imputed  to 
it  in  the  present  indictment.  But  the  witness, 
Monument,  he  •  contended,  had  shewn  himself 
during  this  trial  to  be  the  same  unfeeling  villain 
oe  had  set  out  with  being;  yet,  from  the  ag- 
gregate of  infamy  brought  forward  on  this  oc- 
casion, there  resulted  no  proof  of  high  treason. 

"  Palin  and  Cook,  who  might  be  able  to  give 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  defence,  he  shewed 
that  he  had  no  means  of  bringing  forward,  as,  if 
ihey  were  to  offer  that  testimony  which  might 
acquit  the  prisoner  of  high  treason,  they  would 
oring  themselves  into  peril,  as  the  Attorney- 
General  well  knew  that  if  they  were  to  appear  in 
,,ne  witness's  box,  they  would  not  be  suffered  to 
aepart  with  impunity.  Eleanor  Walker  and 
Mary  Rogers  had  only  proved  the  taking  of  the 
room  in  which  the  consultations  of  the  conspi- 

e.tors  were  held.  This  was  not  denied.  It  was 
admitted  that  they  held  consultations,  and  for  a 
nefarious  purpose ;  but  the  question  for  the  Jury 
jo  try  was,  whether  or  not  these  consultations 
related  to  high  treason.     Hale  had  also   proved 

ne  room  and  the  purchasing  of  some  sheets  of 
cartridge  paper.  This  he  (Mr.  C.)  contended, 
was  wanting  for  their  cartridges.       Adams  said  it 

*as  for  their  proclamations,  but  of  this  there  was 

2    N 
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no  proof,  and  the   fragments  of  cartridge  papo- 
that  had  been  found  were  not  written  upon. 

"  The    three  next    witnesses   proved    vari«-u 
facts  connected  with  the  plan  of  assassination,  ov» 
nothing  that  amounted  to  high  treason  ;  and  who.,, 
was  proved  to   have  taken  place  in  Cato-stretc 
though  murder  and   riot  appeared   to  have  bet-u 
in  contemplation,   he  could  discover  nothing  like 
'  a  levying  of  war.'     If  they  had  not   '  levied  wa* 
against  the  King,'  conspiring  to  do  that  which  had 
been  done,  could  not  be  '  conspiring  to  levy  wai 
against  the  King.' 

"  This  was  a  question  which  must  be  left  to 
the  understandings  of  the  Jury.  They  all  knew 
what  war  was  between  different  states.  It  was 
carried  on  by  large  bodies  of  men,  formed  into 
companies,  under  the  direction  of  proper  officer^, 
and  accompanied  by  all  the  materiel  of  war.  A 
civil  war  was  the  same,  but  that  one  part  of  a 
state  in  a  civil  war  was  opposed  to  another  pait 
of  the  same  state.  It  would  be  for  them  to  deter- 
mine whether  enough  had  been  proved  to  shew 
that  any  thing  like  war  had  been  levied.  It  had 
been  laid  down  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  that  any 
disturbance  was  not  necessarily  a  '  levying  of 
war ;'  for  in  that  case  every  riot  would  be  hign 
treason.  To  constitute  a  levying  of  war,  theie 
must  be  something  worse  than  a  common  not  or 
outrage ;  '  there  must  be  a  species  belli?' 

"  Could  the  Jury  find  this  on  the  present  occa- 
sion ?  The  utmost  force  that  had  been  mentioned 
consisted  of  fort}  men.  These  forty  men  were  to 
be  marched  with  unfurled  banners  through  the 
city,  to  take  two  cannon  in  Gray's  Inn-lane,  and 
six  in  the  Artillery  Ground,  and  they  were  to 
possess  themselves  of  the  Mansion-house.  Wa* 
this  a  levying  of  war  ?  That  the  conspirators  had 
been  formed  into  companies  was  more  than  he 
had  ever  heard,  and  where  was  the  money  that 
was  to  carry   on   the  war  ?     In  what  holts  and 
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corners  had  they  hidden  themselves  that  nothing 
was  known  of  them  ? 

"  From  the  circumstances  to  which  he  had 
called  their  attention,  he  would  leave  the  Jury  to 
judge  how  far  the  charge  of  levying  war,  or  con- 
spiring to  levy  war  against  the  King  had  been 
made  out.  In  a  former  instance,  if  he  recollected 
right,  the  same  charges  were  brought  forward  on 
a  former  trial  that  were  now  preferred,  and  in  that 
case  there  were  stronger  circumstances — great 
bodies  of  persons  had  assembled,  gunsmiths' 
shops  had  been  broken  open,  and  arms  had  been 
stolen  from  them ;  yet  in  that  case  the  Jury,  not 
denying  the  existence  of  any  guilt  whatever,  had 
rightly  determined,  as  he  thought,  and  as  he  hoped 
the  present  Jury  would  do,  that  the  party  accused 
was  not  guilty  of  high  treason. 

"  He  then  shewed,  that  to  endeavour  to  remove 
the  ministers  from  their  situations  was  not  a 
crime ;  and  he  argued,  that  to  attempt  removing 
them  by  force  was  not  high  treason. 

"  He  trusted  the  Jury  would  believe  that  he 
contemplated  the  plot  to  assassinate  ministers 
with  all  the  horror  and  indignation  that  such  a 
design  was  calculated  to  inspire  ;  but  he  could  not 
sacrifice  his  duty  to  his  feelings,  and  he  hoped 
that  they  would  feel  as  he  did,  and  feel  how 
necessary  it  was  for  the  safety  of  other  lives,  that 
those  who  were  concerned  in  it  should  not  for 
that  offence  be  convicted  of  high  treason.  It  was 
most  consoling  to  him  to  reflect,  that  he  should  be 
followed  by  his  learned  friend,  who  would  address 
them  with  much  more  eloquence  than  he  could 
command. 

"  He  concluded  by  calling  on  them,  whatever 
their  feelings  might  be,  to  look  at  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  see  if  they  could  find  it 
proved  by  good,  or  even  by  bad  witnesses,  that 
there  had  been  a  levying  of  war.  If  they  did  find 
this,  he  could   not   expect  a  verdict;  but  if  they 

«J  \  <2 
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found,  as  he  thought,  they  must,  that  there  nad 
been  no  levying  of  war,  they  must  return  a 
verdict  of  "  Not  Guilty." 

EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  DEFENCE. 

Thomas  Chambers  examined  :  I  live  in  Heath- 
cock-court,  Strand.  I  have  seen  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Adams  in  company  with  a  man  named 
Edwards,  about  a  week  before  the  Cato-street 
business  took  place,  in  my  room.  They  came 
together.  They  made  a  proposition  to  assassi- 
nate his  Majesty's  ministers.  Adams  and  Edwards 
asked  me  to  go  with  them.  I  refused.  Adams 
said,  "  They  were  going  to  kill  his  Majesty  s 
ministers,  and  that  they  would  have  blood  and 
wine  for  supper."  They  came  again  on  the 
Monday  night  before  the  Cato-street  business 
took  place.  They  brought  with  them  a  large 
bag. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Gurney  :  1  am  a  boot- 
maker ;  I  might  have  seen  Ings.  I  am  not  certain. 
I  cannot  say  how  long  I  have  known  him.  I  don  t 
suppose  I  have  been  in  his  company  above  twice 
or  three  times.  The  first  time  was  at  a  place 
where  they  sold  the  Black  Dwarf  and  the  Medusa, 
kept  by  a  man  of  the  name  of  Watling.  I  cannot 
state  where  else  I  have  seen  him.  I  know  a  house 
called  the  Scotch  Arms,  in  Round-court,  in  the 
Strand.  I  have  been  there  three  times,  but  did 
not  see  him.  Those  times  were  before  Christmas. 
There  was  no  chair  there.  There  was  no  person 
sitting  in  a  chair.  There  was  no  chairman.  It 
was  in  no  other  room  but  the  tap- room. 

I  have  been  at  the  Black  Dog,  in  Gray's-Inn- 
lane,  once ;  there  was  no  chair  there  ;  there  might 
be  about  seven  persons  there  ;  it  was  on  a  Sunday 
night ;  I  cannot  say  whether  before  or  after  Christ- 
mas ;  I  was  invited  there  by  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Bryant,  who  was  going  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.     They  were  all  strangers  to  me  except  one. 
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and  that  was  Mr.  Thistlewood;  I  know  Brunt 
very  well,  he  was  not  there  ;  I  don't  think  I  know 
Palin ;  I  will  not  swear  I  did  not  see  him  ;  I  was 
at  all  the  meetings  in  Smithfield ;  I  cannot  state 
who  carried  the  black  flag ;  I  carried  no  flag  at 
the  last  meeting  ;  I  before  carried  two  flags — one 
had  inscribed  on  it  "  The  Manchester  Massacre ;" 
I  never  saw  such  a  flag  as  "  Let  us  die  like  free- 
men, and  not  be  sold  like  slaves."  I  carried 
the  flag  inscribed  "  Trial  by  Jury,"  at  Mr.  Hunt's 
entry  into  London.  I  know  Davidson.  I  have 
not  much  knowledge  of  Tidd.  I  know  Wilson. 
I  know  Harrison  very  well.  I  have  not  much 
knowledge  of  Strange  nor  Cooper. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Hunt  ever  since  his  triumpha. 
entry  into  London.  I  was  shocked  at  the  propo- 
sition of  going  to  murder  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
at  least  so  much  that  I  did  not  go.  Though  Bow- 
street  was  so  near,  I  did  not  go  there  to  give 
information  of  the  plot. 

Mary  Barker  spoke  to  Edwards's  bringing 
grenades  to  Tidd's,  her  father's.  There  was  one 
very  large  ball  brought  away  by  Adams. 

This  was  the  whole  of  the  evidence  for  the 
prisoner. 

Ings  here  requested,  and  was  permitted  tc 
withdraw  for  about  a  minute.  He  returned  with 
an  orange  in  his  hand,  which  he  sucked  with  great 
composure. 

Mr.  Adolphus  then  rose  to  address  the  Jury. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, — I  call  for  serious 
attention  and  kind  indulgence,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  for  this  consideration,  that,  if  your  verdict 
should  be  against  the  unfortunate  man  at  the  bar, 
these  are  the  last  favourable  words  that  he  sha.i 
hear  uttered.  My  Lord  will  state  the  law  and 
the  evidence  to  you  fairly;  but,  beyond  that,  he 
will  say  nothing  for  the  prisoner.  1  feel  the 
languor  that  necessarily  arises  from  the  attemnt 
to  tread  over  around  already  trodden,  and  trodc.on 
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in  vain.  But  I  advance  to  the  task  with  a  clear 
mind,  and  faculties  unfettered,  because  I  can  lay 
my  hand  upon  my  heart,  and  say,  that  no  opinion 
I  formerly  offered  is  now  changed. 

"  The  Solicitor-General,  in  his  fervid  opening, 
and  my  Lord,  have  told  you,  that  the  former  case 
is  to  be  kept  entirely  out  of  view.  I  say  so ;  but 
I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  the  judgment 
from  being  influenced  by  the  memory.  I  cannot 
help  here  contrasting  the  joy  and  alacrity  of  the 
Solicitor-General  with  my  own  feelings.  He  told 
you,  that  he  had  to  >ay  before  you,  not  what  he 
hoped  to  prove,  but  what  he  had  already  proved. 
1  have  no  such  encouragement.  It  is  for  me  a 
new  case  ;  for  Adams  has,  in  this  case,  brought 
forward  evidence  which  he  thought  proper  to 
keep  in  his  own  breast  on  the  former  trial. 

"  Much  fervid  declamation  has  been  addressed 
to  you  by  the  Solicitor-General  upon  the  conse- 
quences of  success  in  the  alleged  plot.  But  you 
are  to  dismiss  from  your  minds  this  speculative 
danger.  The  Solicitor-General  has  also  stated 
propositions  of  law  upon  the  subject  of  accom- 
plices with  great  eloquence,  but  with  less  accu- 
racy than  might  have  been  expected  from  his  sta- 
tion and  character.  He  asked,  '  Has  the  accom 
plice  any  interest  in  giving  a  deeper  dye, — in 
making  a  stronger  point, — in  carrying  conviction  V 
I  answer,  *  Yes,  yes,  yes  !'  His  impunity  is  con- 
ditional. He  comes  before  you  in  chains,  and  in 
custody. — I  refer  to  your  own  breasts,  whether  a 
man  that  can  himself  be  yet  prosecuted,  has  no 
interest  in  giving  not  true  but  acceptable  evi- 
dence. The  accomplice  has  the  advantage  too  of 
having  all  who  could  contradict  him  tied  up  by  the 
prosecution,  and  he  therefore  swears  boldly. 

"  We  are  told,  we  might  call  Palin.  Most 
gracious  offer  !  When  a  great  reward  cannot 
stimulate  the  police-officers  to  find  him,  how 
should  we  find  him,  and  persuade  him  to  put  his 
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life  in  peril  ?  It  is  more  a  taunt  than  a  kindness; 
»  *>re  a  reproach  on  our  weakness  than  an  essay 
iritur  strength.  On  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
9  witness  has  not  been  called  who  was  proposed 
f  be  called ;  and  a  witness  that  has  been  called 
*n.s  been  withdrawn,  when  our  witnesses  have  been 
on  the  floor  to  contradict  him.  This  has  further 
^nnoverished  my  poor,  my  destitute  clients. 

The  Attornbv-General  objected  to  these  ob- 
eervations. 

Mr.  Adolphus  proceeded. — "  Cook  and  Harris 
may  be  imaginary  persons,  and  how  could  we  call 
them  ?  If  high  treason  in  this  case  comes  entirely 
*rom  the  mouth  of  an  accomplice,  you  cannot 
receive  it.  It  is  the  whole  of  the  charge  ;  and, 
»f  in  that  the  accomplice  is  not  confirmed,  that 
charge  is  unsupported  ;  for,  if  you  strike  out  the 
evidence  of  Adams,  there  is  not  one  word  to  prove 
^reason. 

"  Let  me  ask  you  to  try  his  testimony,  then, 
by  these  tests. — 1.  Is  his  account  probable,  or 
even  possible? — 2.  Is  his  manner  such  as  to 
entitle  him  to  credit? — 3.  Is  he  contradicted  by 
witnesses  for  the  prosecution  ? — 4.  Is  he  con- 
firmed ?  or  is  confirmation  withdrawn  ?  Upon 
the  first  question,  the  learned  Counsel  argued 
with  great  force  and  animation,  that  the  witness, 
Adams,  could  not  stand  any  one  of  these  tests, 
and  therefore  was  not  to  be  believed.  If/'  said  he, 
any  tiling  is  to  be  gained  by  success  in  these  pro- 
secutions, it  is  to  strengthen  the  Government  it 
the  minds  of  the  people;  it  is  to  obtain  applause 
for  Ministers  who  have  so  vigilantly  protected  us. 
But  your  verdict,  gentlemen,  is  to  decide  the  fate 
of  that  man,  and  no  more.  Great  Britain  and 
Europe  will  judge  of  the  conduct  of  Ministers; 
posterity  will  decide  upon  their  merits. 

"  In  all  questions  at  issue,  in  history  and  in 
oolitics,  if  any  thing  is  kept  back,  it  ought  to 
'operate   against  the  party  who  keeps   it   back. 
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Adams  has  fathered  upon  others  what  he  las 
himself  done.  Call  Ings  a  murderer — call  him  an 
assassin — call  him  a  felon — call  him  what  y- 
will — but,  for  Gods  sake,  gentlemen,  belies 
him."  After  some  animated  comment  on  the  evi- 
dence  of  Chambers,  the  learned  Counsel  returrci 
to  Adams. 

"  The  meeting  in  Cato-street  affords  no  evi 
dence   of  the  intention.     Adams  alone  states  »t 
The  very  situation  of  Cato-street,  however  conve 
nient  for  the  assassination,  disproves  the  treasc^ 
for  it  is  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Gray's  Inn- 
lane,  and  two  or  three  miles  more  from  the  Man- 
sion-house.   They  never  could  thus  have  removed 
to  the  greatest  possible  distance  from  the  poinds 
of  action.     What,  then,  are  you  to  make  of  two 
bags  to  carry  two  heavy  heads  ?     You  cannot  fcr  a 
moment  raise  this  into  treason ;  as  well  mi^ht 
you  believe  that  an  attempt  was  to  be  made  \o 
liberate  the  prisoners  in  this  gaol  by  throwing 
cherries    and    carraway-seeds.     Did  they,    then, 
levy  war  ? 

"  I  recollect  seeing  a  man  convicted  at  that  bar 
of  the  murder  of  a  Minister  of  State  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval). I  never  can  forget  Sir  James  Mansfie'd, 
the  tears  streaming  down  his  aged  veneraMe 
cheeks,  [f  strong  feelings  could  make  the  assas- 
sination of  a  Minister  treason,  that  would  nave 
been  treason.  Suppose  they  had  seized  the  ex  ca- 
nons, that  would  not  be  a  levying  of  war  ■  4or 
they  are  not  the  King's,  but  the  property  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  Mansion-house  and  "he 
Bank  were  not  the  King's.  The  only  tithe  to 
support  the  treason  was  the  absurdity  of  a  *  Provi- 
sional Government,'  stated  by  Adams. 

"  Some  of  you  remember,  as  I  do,  the  cc*jfla- 
gration  of  houses,  and  the  blazing  of  prisons  ^y 
a  mob  misled  by  an  individual.  The  acto^  in 
that  scene  were  tried,  convicted  of  felonies  vut 
not   of  treason.      Their    infatuated    leader   wa* 
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acquitted  of  high  treason.  God  forbid  that  I 
should  say  my  client  stands  before  you  free  of 
guilt.  God  forbid  I  should  apologize  for  his 
conduct ! 

"  The  evidence  precludes  me  from  denying  that 
there  was  an  intention  to  assassinate  Ministers. 
Poverty  rendered  the  men  desperate,  and  impelled 
them  to  crime.  But  treason  is  incredible  and 
impossible.  The  whole  hinged  on  Thistlewood. 
He  had  but  lately  got  out  of  prison,  having 
challenged  Lord  Sidmouth,  who  properly  prose- 
cuted him,  instead  of  accepting  it.  That  he  should 
entertain  feelings  of  revenge  was  natural  and  ine- 
vitable, considering  that  his  was  a  bad  mind.  But 
this  is  not  treason." 

The  learned  Counsel  having  concluded  his  very 
able  speech,  the  prisoner  was  addressed  as  fol- 
lows, by 

Chief  Justice  Dallas. — James  Ings,  do  you  wish 
to  leave  your  defence  to  the  observations  of  your 
counsel,  or  do  you  wish  to  say  any  thing  your- 
self? 

Ings. — I  wish  to  state  the  particulars  how  I 
became  acquainted  with  this  party,  if  you  will 
allow  me. 

The  Chief  Justice. — Any  thing  and  every  thing 
you  wish  to  state,  of  course  the  court  and  jury 
will  hear.  Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  state  those 
things;  speak  loud,  and  we  will  attend  to  what 
you  say.  Probably,  before  you  say  any  thing, 
you  will  consult  your  counsel. 

Ings. — I  have  but  little  to  say. 

The  Chief  Justice. — After  having  drawn  your 
attention  to  the  propriety  of  consulting  your  coun- 
sel, you  will  now  do  what  you  think  best. 

Ings,  addressing  himself  to  the  Jury,  spoke  as 
follows : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  am  a  man  of  no 
education  and  very  humble  abilities.  If  you  will 
hear  me  with  patience,  I  will  not  detain  you  long. 

2o 
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I  lived  in  Portsea.  I  came  to  London  in  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  1819.  I  came  with  my  wife  and 
family.  The  reason  I  left  Portsmouth  was,  that 
I  was  unable  to  get  employ  to  support  my 
family  (here  the  prisoner  seemed  affected  by 
his  feelings.)  When  I  came  to  London  I  thought 
I  could  get  employ,  but  I  was  for  a  considerable 
time,  and  could  get  nothing  to  do.  Knowing 
nobody  I  suppose  was  the  reason.  I  had  a  few 
pounds  with  me  when  I  came  from  Portsea. 
Finding  my  money  going  I  did  not  know  what  to 
do.     It  did  not  go  oy  drinking  or  gambling. 

"  I  determined  to  get  into  business,  and  I  went 
up  to  Baker's-row,  where  I  set  up  a  butcher's 
shop.  I  stopped  there  three  months,  from  Mid- 
summer to  Michaelmas;  the  summer  being  hot 
was  against  me;  I  lost  a  considerable  deal  of 
money  in  the  course  of  the  summer ;  I  then  took 
a  house  in  Old  Montague-street,  which  I  opened 
as  a  coffee-shop ;  in  fitting  up  the  shop  my  money 
was  all  gone ;  I  did  not  take  money  enough  to  sup- 
port my  family.  I  now  persuaded  my  wife  to 
return  to  Portsea  among  her  friends,  where  I 
thought  she  would  be  better  than  with  me  in 
London. 

"  After  my  wife  had  left  me  some  considerable 
time,  there  was  a  man  who  used  to  come  and 
take  a  cup  of  coffee  at  my  shop.  I  had  never 
nothing  to  do  with  politics;  but  he  began  to 
speak  about  the  Manchester  massacre.  I  said 
very  little ;  I  always  took  him  to  be  an  officer. 
He  came  frequently  before  I  left  the  house. 

"  Some  time  after  I  met  him  in  Smithfield.  I 
went  there  to  see  if  I  could  get  any  employ.  He 
asked  me  how  I  did ;  and  I  said  very  well.  He 
said,  he  had  been  often  to  my  house,  and  asked 
me  to   stand  treat.     I  said   it  was   not  in   my 

?ower,  and  my  reason  was,  that  I  had  no  money ; 
added  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  sell  my  things. 
He  asked  me  what  things  I  had  to  sell,  and  I 
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toid  him  various  articles.     He  agreed  to  buy  a 
sofa  bedstead. 

"  I  then  went  to  live  in  Primrose-street.  This 
was  in  January  last.  A  few  days  after,  I  met 
him  in  Fleet-market.  He  asked  me  where  we 
could  have  something  to  drink ;  and  respecting 
the  sofa  bedstead,  he  said  he  thought  he  had  a 
friend  that  would  buy  it.  I  took  him  to  my 
house,  but  we  could  not  agree.  We  came  back 
to  Fleet-street ;  he  then  told  me  there  was  some- 
thing going  to  be  done.  I  asked  him  what  it 
was,  and  he  said  no  good  man  would  want  to 
know  what  was  to  be  done  before  it  was  begun. 
We  went  directly  and  had  some  bread  and 
cheese.  He  took  me  to  the  White  Hart,  where 
I  saw  a  few  of  my  fellow-prisoners.  I  asked  who 
he  was.  I  understood  his  name  was  Williams; 
but  I  since  know  that  it  was  Edwards.  He  told 
me  that  it  was  he  made  Thomas  Paine  (the 
statue  of  Paine)  at  Mr.  Carlisle's;  and  it  was 
the  same  man  that  did  make  it.  He  afterwards 
took  me  to  another  room  where  I  got  refresh- 
ment. 

"  I  did  not  know  the  particulars  of  any  thing 
that  was  going  to  be  done.  I  was  a  stranger,  and 
went  for  food.  That  very  day  he  brought  me  a 
sword  to  get  ground  for  him,  which  I  took  to  the 
cutler's  in  my  own  name ;  and  do  you  think,  gen- 
tlemen, if  I  knew  that  any  thing  was  going  on,  that 
I  would  have  left  it  in  my  own  name  ?  I  often 
went  to  the  man  afterwards,  for  I  had  no  friends. 
On  the  23d  of  February,  he  came  to  me  at 
my  lodging,  in  Primrose-street,  for  my  landlord 
charged  me  nothing  for  my  lodging,  and  says, 
*  There's  something  a  going  to  be  done ;  do  you 
come  up  to  the  alley  opposite  Mrs.  Carlisle's ; 
about  six  o'clock,  I  shall  meet  you  there.'  I  went 
from  there  up  to  the  room.  I  was  there  all  day, 
and  I  got  some  bread  and  cheese. 

"  At  six  I  went  to  Fleet-street.     He  was  stand- 

2  o  2 
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ing  in  the  alley.  I  understand  since,  from  the  list 
of  witnesses,  that  he  lives  in  that  alley.  He  told 
me  to  wait,  which  I  did,  for  an  hour.  He  then 
came  and  gave  me  a  couple  of  bags  and  a  belt, 
and  asked  me  to  come  to  the  room  in  Fox-court. 
On  my  going  there  he  told  me  that  he  was  going 
to  put  some  gin  in  the  bags ;  and  that  it  was  to  be 
got  on  the  sly.  That  was  the  sole  reason  that  I 
put  the  bags  under  my  coat,  lest  the  patrol 
should  see  them.  I  went  with  him  up  to  St. 
Giles's,  where  he  said  we  were  to  get  the  gin. 
When  we  got  there,  he  told  me  it  was  not  there. 
We  went  up  to  Oxford-street,  where  he  said  a 
friend  lived.  He  left  me  and  I  waited  for  him  an 
hour.  He  then  took  me  up  to  John-street,  [  be- 
lieve it  was,  for  I  never  was  there  before,  to  the 
stable.  He  told  me  I  would  see  some  friends  there ; 
ne  then  left  me. 

"  When  I  came  under  the  archway,  I  saw  Da- 
vidson; Davidson  took  me  into  the  stable.  I 
never  was  up  in  the  loft.  I  declare  positively,  be- 
fore God,  I  was  not  in  the  stable  more  than  five 
minutes  when  the  officers  came  in :  there  was  only 
me  there.  Mr.  Ruthven,  then,  or  somebody  with 
carroty  whiskers,  and  another,  went  up  the  ladder 
into  the  loft,  and  a  third  man  came  in,  collared  me, 
and  said,  "  You  are  my  prisoner."  Very  well,  I 
says.  Soon  after  he  collared  me,  he  began  beat- 
ing me  with  his  staff  till  my  head  swelled  most 
dreadfully.  In  the  mean  time  I  heard  a  gun  or 
pistol  go  off  in  the  loft. 

"  When  he  let  me  go  and  run  out  of  the  stable, 
I  followed  him  into  the  street.  On  going  into  the 
street,  an  officer  went  after  me,  and  I  ran  all  down 
the  street.  I  met  a  man  who  struck  me  violently 
on  the  head  with  a  stick  as  I  was  going  towards 
him.  I  ran  from  him,  and  with  that  I  was  pur- 
sued, when  I  was  stopped  by  a  watchman  who 
beat  me  also.  They  took  me  down  to  the  watch- 
house.     That  is  all  I  know  about  the  meeting. 
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"  I  am  like  a  bullock  drove  into  Smithfield 
market  to  be  sold.  (Here  the  prisoner  burst  into 
tears.)  I  say  I  am  like  a  bullock  drove  into 
Smithfield  to  be  sold.  (This  he  repeated  with 
great  energy.)  The  Attorney-General  knows  the 
man.  He  knew  all  their  plans  for  two  months 
before  I  was  acquainted  with  it.  (Still  crying.) 
When  I  was  before  Lord  Sidmouth,  a  gentleman 
said,  Lord  Sidmouth  knew  all  about  this  for  two 
months.  (Still  in  tears.)  I  consider  myself  mur- 
dered if  this  man  is  not  brought  forward.  (A 
more  violent  gush  of  tears.)  I  am  willing  to  die 
on  the  scaffold  with  him.  He  told  of  every  thing 
which  he  did  himself.  I  don't  value  my  life  if  I 
can't  get  a  living  for  my  family.  (In  still  greater 
grief.)  My  life  is  of  no  use  to  me  if  I  want  bread 
for  my  wife  and  family.  I  have  a  wife  and  four 
children.  I  never  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking, 
nor  nothing  of  the  sort.  I  cannot  describe  my 
feelings  to  you  about  my  wife  and  family.  (In 
tears.) 

"  I  hope,  before  you  give  your  verdict,  that  you 
will  see  this  man  brought  forward,  or  else  I  con- 
sider myself  a  murdered  man.  I  knew  nothing  of 
their  plots  ;  he  was  the  instigation  of  it  all.  I 
never  attended  none  of  their  radical  meetings. 
I  hope  you  will  weigh  well  this  in  your  minds 
before  you  return  your  verdict.  That  man  Adams, 
who  has  got  out  of  the  halter  himself  by  accusing 
others  falsely,  would  hang  his  God.  I  would 
sooner  die,  if  I  had  500  lives,  than  be  the  means 
of  hanging  other  men. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Dallas. — Is  there  any  thing 
more  you  wish  to  say? 

Ings. — Nothing  more.  I  have  only  one  thing  to 
prove  my  character.  A  gentleman  put  it  down  from 
my  childhood.  (He  here  handed  a  paper,  which 
his  Lordship  declined  to  take.) 

The  Attorney-General  rose  to  address  the 
Jury  about  three  o'clock.  It  had  been  more  than 
insinuated  that  these  prosecutions  were  intended 
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to  extend  the  law  of  treason,  and  that  their  ver- 
dict would  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  Crown. 
But  it  was  not  so ;  by  the  due  administration  of 
justice  alone  were  they  to  pronounce  on  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 

"  The  36th  of  the  late  King  was  not  calculated  to 
introduce  uncertainty  and  speculation.  If  the 
prisoners  had  the  intention,  and  acted  upon  the 
intention,  of  levying  war,  it  was  treason,  however 
inadequate  their  means.  No  man  could  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  story  which  Adams  related.  The 
learned  gentleman  then  commented  on  the  evi- 
dence at  great  length,  insisting  that  the  case  was 
satisfactorily  proved. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Dallas  proceeded  to 
address  the  Jury.  This  most  painful  inquiry 
having,  in  point  of  proof,  been  terminated,  it 
became  his  duty  to  recapitulate  the  whole  of  the 
evidence,  and  to  make  such  observations  on  the 
case  as  the  different  points  seemed  to  him  to 
require. 

"  With  respect  to  the  indictment,  it  contained 
a  number  of  different  counts  and  charges,  which 
were  founded  on  two  specific  statutes.  The  first, 
an  ancient  statute,  passed  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward III. ;  and  the  second,  a  more  recent  act, 
passed  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King.  But,  to 
make  the  case  as  clear  as  possible,  they  might 
dismiss  most  of  the  counts  from  their  minds,  and 
look  to  the  charge  as  composed  of  two  heads ; 
one,  conspiring  to  depose  the  King,  and  the  other 
conspiring  to  levy  war  to  compel  him  to  change 
his  measures.  He  should  now  proceed  to  recite 
the  evidence  as  he  had  taken  it.  [The  learned 
Judge  here  read  the  evidence  of  the  whole  of  the 
witnesses,  pointing  out  those  facts  which  were 
most  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Jury.]  The 
learned  Judge  then,  in  allusion  to  the  testimony  of 
Adams,  observed,  that,  if  the  doctrines  held  that 
day  could  be  adopted,  no  such  thing  as  an  accom- 
plice could  be  admitted  in  a  court  of  justice.    His 
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evidence  would  be  at  once  got  rid  of,  by  stating 
that  he  was  guilty  himself. 

"  They  were,  however,  informed,  that  though 
it  was  often  necessary  to  receive  the  evidence 
of  an  accomplice,  yet  in  the  practical  application 
of  that  evidence,  they  were  to  view  it  with  a 
suspicious  eye.  They  were  net  to  receive  it, 
except  it  was  confirmed.  On  this  point  he  had 
heard  the  law  grossly  mis-stated. 

"  The  testimony  of  an  accomplice  ought  to  be 
confirmed  in  some  particulars,  but  not  in  all ;  for 
if  they  possessed  the  means  of  proving  all  he 
stated,  there  would  be  no  necessity  to  call  him  to 
give  evidence. 

"  It  was  for  the  Jury  to  say  whether  the  pri- 
soners had  not  a  revolutionary  object  in  view.  If 
they  were  assembled  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
assassination,  of  course  the  charge  of  treason  was 
not  made  out,  but  if  they  thought  otherwise,  un- 
doubtedly it  was.  It  might  be  said  that  it  was 
impossible  men  could  entertain  such  an  extra 
vagant  project ;  if  he  had  been  told  that  there 
were  twenty-five  men  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  still  less,  of  the  country  to  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  belong,  who  intended  to  commit  the 
foul  and  dreadful  act  of  butchery  and  blood 
which  had  been  described,  he  should  have  said, 
till  they  were  detected,  that  it  was  utterly  im- 
possible— that  such  a  thing  never  had  happened 
and  never  could.  But  looking  to  the  evidence,  it 
was  clear  and  undoubted  that  such  an  occurrence 
had  happened. 

"  The  prisoner  had  called  witnesses  before 
them,  and  he  had  implored  the  Jury,  ere  they 
disposed  of  his  fate,  to  consider  his  case  maturely. 
In  that  request  he  went  hand  in  hand.  If  they 
were  of  opinion  that  those  persons  assembled 
only  to  destroy  fourteen  individuals,  and  that  the 
materials  found  were  merely  collected  for  that 
purpose,  they  would  then  give  the  benefit  of  that 


288  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY. 

doubt  to  the  prisoner.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
if,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  acting  in  the 
name  of  that  Being  who  had  been  more  than  once 
appealed  to  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  they 
believed  that  the  offence  was  proved,  they  would 
then,  he  was  sure,  fearlessly  and  intrepidly 
return  with  a  verdict  in  conformity  with  their 
sentiments." 

The  Jury  retired  at  twenty-five  minutes  after 
eight  o'clock,  and,  at  a  quarter  before  nine,  re- 
turned a  verdict  of— GUILTY,  ON  THE  FIRST 
AND  THIRD  COUNTS— that  is,  of  conspiring 
to  depose  the  King,  and  to  levy  war  to  compel 
him  to  change  his  measures. 

The  prisoner  was  then  taken  from  the  bar,  and 
the  Court  adjourned. 


TRIAL  OF  JOHN  THOMAS  BRUNT. 


SESSIONS-HOUSE,  OLD  BAILEY. 


First  Day,  Mo?idaj/,  April  24,  1 820. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Richards,  Mr.  Baron  Garrow,  Mr.  Justice 
Richardson,  and  the  Common  Serjeant,  took  their 
seats. 

The  prisoner,  Brunt,  was  then  put  to  the  bar. 
He  was  decently  dressed  in  coloured  clothes,  and 
had  with  him  several  papers,  some  of  which  were 
closely  written  upon.  He  looked  rather  paler 
than  before,  but  preserved  his  accustomed  com- 
posure. 

Mr.  Shelton  proceeded  to  call  over  the  names 
of  the  Jurymen  in  attendance.  The  first  name 
called,  and  to  which  there  was  no  challenge  on 
the  part  of  the  prisoner  or  the  Court,  was  Mr. 
Alexander  Barclay. 

Mr.  Barclay  stated,  that,  as  he  had  been  on 
the  Jury  by  which  Thistle  wood  had  been  tried, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  excused  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Mr.  Curwood  said,  that  it  was  because  he  was 
on  the  former  Jury  he  wished  him  to  be  on  the 
present,  as  he  would  be  enabled  to  see  the  differ- 
ence of  evidence. 

The  Solicitor-General  said  he  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  Barclay  was  then  sworn  ;  and  lie  was 
foreman  of  this  as  well  as  the  former  Jury. 

2  p 
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Mr.  Curwood  exhausted  his  right  of  challenging 
peremptorily  before  the  Crown,  on  whose  behalf 
the  last  four  challenges  were  made  in  succession. 
As  the  Jurors  were  sworn,  they  were  very  atten- 
tively noticed  by  the  prisoner.  After  the  chal- 
lenges had  been  gone  through,  the  following  Jury 
was  impanelled : 

*  Alexander  Barclay,  of  Teddington,  grocer, 
(foreman). 

*  Thomas  Goodchild,  Esq.,  North-End,  Hen- 
don. 

*  Thomas  Suffield  Aldersey,  Lisson-grove,  North, 
Esq. 

*  James  Herbert,  Isleworth,  carpenter. 

*  John  Shooter,  North- End,  Hendon,  gent. 
James  Wilmot,   Western-road,  Isleworth,  im 

ket-gardener. 

*  John  Edward  Shepherd,  Eden- Grove,  Iiolh 
way,  gent. 

*  John  Fowler,  St.  John-square,  iron-plate 
worker. 

*  William  Gibbs  Roberts,  Ropemakers'-fields, 
Limehouse,  cooper. 

John  Dickenson,  Colt-street,  Limehouse,  builder. 
John  Smith,  John-street,  Oxford- street,  under 
taker. 

John  Woodward,  Upper-street,  Islington. 

Those  gentlemen  to  whose  names  a  *  is  prefixed  served  on  the 
first  Jury. 

Mr.  Bolland  immediately  proceeded  to  open  the 
indictment  against  Brunt. 

The  Attorney-General  then  stated  the  case  to 
the  Jury,  going  over  all  the  facts  already  detailed 
in  the  former  trials,  and  commenting  upon  them 
with  great  clearness  and  ingenuity.  As  soon  as 
he  had  concluded  his  address,  the  other  prisoners 
(untried)  were  brought  into  Court. 

Robert  Adams  (the  first  witness  against  This- 
tlewood  and  Ing^  was  put  into  the  box,  and  exa- 
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mined  by  the  Solicitor-General.  He  detailed  the 
same  story,  in  substance,  which  he  gave  on  the 
former  trials ;  adding  some  things  which  he  had 
then  omitted,  and  varying  a  little  his  account  of 
others.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence  he  came  to 
that  part  where  he  described  Brunt  to  have  said, 
that,  if  any  officers  came  in  there,  he  (uttering  an 
oath)  would  murder  them,  and  they  might  be 
easily  disposed  of  afterwards,  so  as  to  prevent 
their  murder  being  discovered. 

Brunt,  (rising  hastily  from  his  seat  at  the  bar) 
— My  Lords,  can  the  witness  look  me  in  the  face, 
and  look  at  those  gentlemen  (pointing  to  the  Jury), 
and  say  that  I  said  this  ? 

Adams,  (turning  towards  the  prisoner,  and  lay- 
ing his  hand  upon  his  breast) — 1  can,  with  a  clear 
and  safe  conscience. 

Brunt. — Then  you  are  a  bigger  villain  than  I 
even  took  you  to  be. 

The  Court  here  intenered  to  prevent  any  further 
conversation  between  the  parties. 

Adams  then  continued  his  evidence. — When  he 
came  to  that  part  where  he  mentioned  the  hand- 
grenades,  he  added — "  I  think  it  necessary  here 
to  state,  as  Mr.  Brunt  thinks  proper  to  deny  what 
I  have  said,  that  he  was  the  very  man  that  took 
the  hand-grenades  to  Tidd's  house ;  for  I  followed 
him  all  the  way,  and  I  saw,  with  my  own 
eyes,  Tidd's  daughter  put  them  in  a  box  under 
the  window."  [The  witness  uttered  this  with  con 
siderable  emphasis  and  action.]  In  relating  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  made  for  the  murder 
of  Ministers,  and  the  subsequent  proceedings 
which  were  intended,  he  added — "  I  think  it  right 
to  state  one  circumstance,  which  escaped  my 
memory  before.  Ings  proposed,  that  after  the 
heads  of  Lords  Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  were 
taken  off,  they  should  be  placed  on  a  pole,  and 
carried  through  the  streets.  Thistlewood  im- 
proved  the  plan,  and  said   that   they  should  be 
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carried  on  a  pike  behind  the  cannon  in  the 
streets,  to  excite  terror.  On  this  Bradburn  ob- 
served, that,  after  they  had  used  Lord  Castle- 
reagh's  head,  they  would  enclose  it  in  a  box,  and 
send  it  to  Ireland. — Another  circumstance  which 
he  also  omitted  before  was,  that,  by  an  arrange- 
ment between  Thistlewood  and  Cooke,  it  was 
agreed,  that,  if  Cooke  succeeded  in  taking  the 
Mansion-house,  he  was  to  send  an  orderly  to  St. 
Sepulchre's  Church,  where  he  was  to  be  met  by 
another  orderly,  despatched  by  Thistlewood  from 
the  west- end  of  the  town  ;  and  they  were  to  con- 
vey to  the  parties  an  account  of  the  progress  which 
each  had  made  in  their  stations." 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — On  my 
former  examination  I  repented  when  I  got  home, 
and  before  that.  When  I  perceived  the  error  of 
my  ways,  I  acknowledged  it.  Till  I  received  that 
infernal  publication,  Paine's  Age  of  Reason,  which 
Tidd  gave  me,  I  was  very  particular.  I  was  not, 
however,  so  good  a  christian  as  I  might  have 
been.  The  principles  which  Brunt,  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar,  endeavoured  to  instil  into  my  mind 
perverted  my  understanding.  Brunt  wished  to 
throw  down  the  pillars  of  Christianity  altogether. 
I  find  my  conscience  satisfied  at  the  atonement  I 
have  made  to  my  Maker.  My  satisfaction  did 
not  merely  arise  from  getting  my  neck  out  of  the 
halter.  1  never  considered  the  assassinating  of 
men,  in  cold  blood,  to  be  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  reason.  On  the  2d  of  January,  the 
prisoner  told  me  that  it  was  intended  to  murder 
his  Majesty's  Ministers.  I  was  introduced  to 
Thistlewood  on  the  12th:  during  the  intermediate 
period  of  ten  days,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  plot.  I  did  not  discover  it,  owing  to 
the  insinuations  of  Brunt.  In  that  time,  I  attended 
several  meetings,  and  was  a  chairman  at  one  of 
them.  Whenever  I  hinted  any  dislike  to  the 
business,  the  parties  were  like  madmen.     I  knew 
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Edwards,  and  saw  him  making  hand-grenades. 
I  intended  to  put  a  stop  to  the  business  if  pos- 
sible ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  wished  to  save 
these  people,  and  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  the 
trials  here. 

Re-examined  by  Mr.  Gurney. — My  mind  was 
perverted  by  Paine's  Age  of  Reason,  and  Carliles 
publication. 

Eleanor  Walker,  Mary  Rogers,  Joseph  Hale. 
Thomas  Sharp,  Charles  Bisset,  Henry  Gillam, 
Edward  Simpson,  and  J.  H.  Morrison,  gave 
precisely  the  same  evidence  as  they  had  given 
on  the  former  trials. 

John  Monument,  the  accomplice,  was  brought 
into  Court  in  the  custody  of  two  wardens  of  the 
Tower.  He  was  examined  by  the  Solicitor- 
General,  and  gave  precisely  the  same  evidence 
as  he  had  done  on  the  two  preceding  trials,  rela- 
tive to  his  connexion  with  the  conspirators. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — I  have  read 
Paine's  Age  of  Reason.  It  rather  shook  my  faith ; 
but  it  did  not  destroy  it,  because  it  was  accom- 
panied by  the  Bishop  of  LlandafFs  Apology  for  the 
Bible. 

Thomas  Monument,  examined  by  the  Solicitor- 
General. — His  testimony  to-day  was  precisely  the 
same  with  that  which  he  had  given  on  the  former 
day,  and  fully  corroborated  that  of  his  brother. 
He  was  not  cross-examined. 

John  Monument  was  then  re- called,  and  re- 
examined by  the  Solicitor-General,  as  to  the 
advice  which  had  been  given  him  by  Thistlewood 
to  say  that  Edwards  had  taken  him  to  the  meeting. 
He  repeated  his  former  testimony,  and  added, 
that  Thistlewood  told  him  to  pass  it  round  to  the 
other  prisoners,  that  it  was  Edwards  who  had 
betrayed  them.  Bradburn  paid  no  attention  to 
this  advice. 

Thomas  Hyden,  examined  by  Mr.  Gurney 
repeated  his  former  evidence.     This  is  the  man 
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who  gave  information  of  the  plot  to  Lords  Har- 
rowby  and  Castlereagh,  of  which  he  on  this  occa- 
sion gave  a  detailed  account. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Curwood. — I  know  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Bennett,  a  bricklayer.  I 
asked  him  to  £o  with  me  to  the  shoemakers'  club. 
.  cannot  swear  that  I  did  not  ask  him  to  go  there, 
because  something  was  to  be  done  there  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  I  wrote  to  Lord  Harrowby 
myself. 

Here  the  learned  Counsel  asked  him  to  write  a 
word  or  two.  He  did  so.  Mr.  Curwood  observed, 
that  he  asked  the  question  because  he  had  been 
informed  that  the  witness  could  not  write.  He 
had  been  mis-informed,  and  had  now  done  with 
the  witness. 

After  the  examination  of  this  witness  had 
closed,  he  evinced  a  disposition  to  stay  in  Court, 
on  which  the  prisoner,  Brunt,  observed,  "  My 
Lord,  the  witness  stays  in  Court."  Wilson  then 
rose,  and  said,  with  great  indignation,  "  My 
Lord,  let  that  perjured  villain  be  turned  out  of 
Court."     He  then  took  his  departure. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  was  next  called,  and 
repeated  his  former  evidence. 

John  Baker,  the  butler  to  the  Earl  of  Har- 
rowby, corroborated  his  Lordship's  evidence. 

Richard  Munday  and  George  Caylock 
proved  the  presence  of  the  prisoner  in  Cato- 
street  on  the  evening  on  which  the  plot  was  dis- 
covered. 

George  Ruthven,  James  Ellis,  Thomas 
Westcott,  and  others  belonging  to  the  police- 
office  in  Bow-street,  were  then  examined  as  to 
the  seizure  of  the  gang  in  Cato-street. 

Captain  Fitzclarence  repeated  the  evidence 
which  he  had  given  on  the  former  trial. 

Mr.  Gurney  then  stated  to  the  Court,  that  the 
case  for  the  prosecution  was  closed,  except  so 
far  as  related  to  the  examination  of  the  arm^ 
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ammunition,  fyc,  which  had  been  seized  either  in 
Cato-street,  or  on  the  premises  of  the  conspi- 
rators. It  would  be  more  prudent  to  examine 
them  by  day-light. 

The  Lord  Chief-Baron  acquiesced  in  the  pro- 
position, and  adjourned  the  Court  till  the  next 
day  at  nine  o'clock. 


Second  Day. — Tuesday,  April  25. 


At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  proceedings 
were  resumed.  The  arms  and  ammunition  were 
brought  in,  and  underwent  an  inspection  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Jury. 

Mr.  Gurney  proceeded  to  call 

George  Ruthven,  who  had  seized  the  arms 
found  in  Cato-street.  He  identified  certain  arms 
placed  on  the  table  of  the  Court  as  the  arms 
which  he  had  seized,  and  repeated  the  evidence 
which  he  had  given  on  the  former  trials.  He  also 
produced  the  grenades. 

Hector  Morrison  said,  that  he  had  sharpened 
a  sword,  which  was  produced  to  him,  from  heel 
to  point,  by  desire  of  Ings. 

Samuel  Taunton  produced  several  pike- 
heads,  fire-balls,  cartridges,  #*c,  which  were 
found  at  Brunt's  and  Tidd's  lodgings,  and  re- 
peated his  former  evidence. 

Sergeant  Hanson  described  the  composition 
of  the  fire-balls,  and  opened  one  of  the  grenades 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Jury.  It  contained 
twenty-five  pieces  of  old  iron.  He  stated,  that  it 
was  quite  clear  that  it  had  not  been  made  by  any 
military  man.  His  evidence  was  the  same  as  it 
had  been  on  the  former  occasions. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution  was  then  closed. 
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THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Curwood  addressed  the  Jury  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner,  and  urged  all  those  topics  already 
detailed  in  his  former  speeches.  He  concluded 
by  calling  a  witness  of  the  name  of  John 
Bennett,  who  was  accordingly  sworn  and  put 
into  the  box,  but  before  his  examination  com- 
menced, 

Mr.  Gurney  begged  to  ask  the  purpose  for 
which  this  witness  was  called. 

Mr.  Curwood  stated,  that  he  was  to  contradict 
part  of  the  testimony  given  by  the  witness  Hyden, 
in  his  cross-examination. 

Mr.  Gurney  observed,  that  he  had  a  few  ob- 
servations to  make  regarding  the  relevancy  of 
the  evidence  of  this  witness,  and  therefore 
desired  that  he  might  be  ordered  to  withdraw  for 
a  few  moments  from  Court. 

The  witness  accordingly  withdrew. 
Mr.  Gurney  then  observed,  that  he  conceived 
that  this  witness  was  called  to  prove  that  Hyden 
had  asked  him  to  go  with  him  to  the  shoemakers' 
club,  because  something  would  be  done  there  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  Now  Hyden  refused  to 
swear  that  he  had  not  used  such  expressions ; 
he  said  that  he  thought  that  he  had  not,  but  he 
could  not  positively  tell.  Supposing  then  that 
Bennett  were  to  prove  the  words  imputed  by  the 
learned  Counsel  to  Hyden,  he  would  not  prove 
any  thing  which  would  invalidate  Hyden's 
testimony.  He  therefore  hoped  that  his  learned 
friend  would  not  waste  the  time  of  the  Court  by 
calling*  this  witness. 

Mr.  Curwood  stated,  that  Hyden  had  sworn 
that  he  had  never  made  use  of  the  words  imputed 
to  him.  He,  therefore,  intended  to  call  evidence 
to  prove  that  he  had. 
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The  Judges  then  referred  to  their  notes,  and 
after  examination  of  them,  said  that  Mr.  Curwood 
was  mistaken  in  his  opinion  as  to  Hyden's  words ; 
they  were  to  the  effect  stated  by  Mr.  Gurney. 

Mr.  Curwood  then  declined  to  call  Bennet, 
and  said  that  he  had  no  other  witness  to  ex- 
amine. 

Mr.  Adolphus  then  shortly  addressed  the 
Jury  on  the  same  side  with  Mr.  Curwood.  He 
took  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  of  the 
evidence ;  denied  that  the  evidence  of  Adams, 
the  accomplice,  was  entitled  to  the  slightest 
credit ;  and  contended  that,  as  it  was  not  sup- 
ported by  more  credible  witnessess,  the  offence 
of  which  the  prisoner  had  been  guilty,  however 
great,  did  not  amount  to  the  charge  in  the  in- 
dictment of  high  treason.  He  concluded  his 
address,  in  which  he  displayed  much  zeal  and 
ability,  by  appealing  to  the  Jury  on  the  danger 
to  society  of  receiving  the  unsupported  evidence 
of  an  avowed  accomplice,  in  a  crime  of  a  nature 
so  serious  as  that  with  which  the  prisoner  stood 
charged.  He  entreated  them  not  to  convict  the 
prisoner  because  he  was  a  bad  man,  but  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  charge  against  him  had  been 
substantiated. 

A  Juror  rose  and  observed,  that  there  was  no 
evidence  in  the  present  case  of  the  ammunition 
having  been  brought  back  to  Brunt's  house. 

The  Chief- Baron  said  there  was  not,  or  of 
several  other  matters  alleged,  which  he  would 
advert  to  afterwards. 

Mr.  Adolphus  said  he  had  no  intention  of  over- 
stating any  point;  that  he  had  been  unavoidably 
absent  during  part  of  the  trial,  and  that  might 
have  occasioned  «nme  inaccuracies — 

The  Solicitor- General  interposed,  and  Mr 
Adolphus  sat  down  without  any  further  remark. 

While  Mr.  Adolphus  was  delivering  his  address, 
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Mr.  Harmer's  clerk  delivered  to  the  prisoner  a 
written  paper,  which  he  began  to  read ;  but  he 
did  not  seem  to  view  its  contents  with  much 
attention. 

The  Chief  Baron  addressing  the  prisoner,  said, 
"John  Thomas  Brunt;  your  learned  counsel 
have  concluded  their  very  able  defence  ;  but  if 
you  wish  to  say  any  thing  in  your  own  defence, 
this  is  the  time." 

The  prisoner  then  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : — 

"  My  Lord,  I  have  had  a  defence  put  into  my 
hands  only  a  few  minutes  ago,  which  I  have  not 
had  time  to  peruse  over.  Yet  I  have  two  or  three 
observations  to  make  respecting  the  evidence — 
particularly  respecting  the  evidence  of  Monu- 
ment. It's  quite  useless  fo~  me  to  deny  that  I 
was  in  the  room  in  Cato-strtet ;  but  immediately 
on  the  arrival  of  Monument  in  Cato-street,  he  ap- 
proached me,  and  asked  me  what  was  going  to  be 
done,  when  he  saw  the  arms  on  the  bench ;  to 
which  I  replied,  that  I  was  not  aware  of  any  thing 
being  going  to  be  done,  for  that  Edwards  had  not 
brought  so  many  men  by  thirty  as  he  stated  he 
would  bring,  and  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
endeavour  to  do  any  thing  with  so  few  men.  I 
would  not  be  led  by  any  individual.  Accordingly, 
perceiving  that  Monument  betrayed  a  great  deal 
of  fear,  I  persuaded  him  to  go  away. 

"  My  Lord,  a  considerable  stress  has  been  laid 
upon  what  I  said  respecting  the  number  of  men 
who  were  to  go  to  Lord  Harrowby's  house.  This 
£  declare  was  not  true.  I  will  admit,  my  Lord, 
that  when  Thistlewood,  as  has  been  stated,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  few  men  who  were  there, 
and  spoke,  as  the  witness  said,  that  if  they  did 
not  go  it  would  be  another  Despard  job,  that  some 
few  men  did  go  into  the  small  room;  but,  my 
Lord,  it  never  came  into  my  mind,  I  solemnly 
protest,  to  go  there.  They  were  endeavouring  to 
see  if  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  were  disposed  to  go 
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to  the  square;  but  I  would  not  agree  to  a  plan 
which  I  knew  must  expose  these  few  individuals 
to  instant  death. 

"  I  will  now  call  your  Lordship's  attention  to 
'wo  circumstances  respecting  the  conduct  of 
in y self.  In  the  first  place,  Adams  says,  in  order 
to  implicate  me  more  deeply,  that  I  declared  that 
I  would  go  into  the  room  and  blow  the  house  about 
their  ears.  This,  my  Lord,  is  false.  For  you  see 
that  when  Monument  comes  forward,  he  makes  a 
declaration  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  that  I 
declared  I  would  go  myself  and  bury  myself  in 
the  ruins.  Is  this  consistent  ? — is  it  upon  such 
evidence  as  this,  that  you  will  deprive  a  son  of  a 
father,  and  a  wife  of  a  husband  ? 

"  I  should  wish  to  advert  to  another  circum- 
stance.    While  I  was  in  Coldbath-fields  prison, — 
when  I  was  there  for  nearly  three  days,  during 
which  I  was  scarcely  out  of  my  room,  even  to 
wash   myself.     When   I   came  down  out  of  my 
room  to  the  fire  I  saw  Monument;  I  saw  Strange; 
I  saw  Cooper;  I  saw  Bradburn.     Monument,  my 
Lord,  came  to  me,  and  sat  himself  down  close  by 
me,  and  whispered  in  my  ear  these  words :  he 
said,  '  What  did  you  say  when  you  came  before 
the  Privy  Council  V  I  says,  *  That  I  said  i  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter.'     This,   my  Lord,  in- 
duced me  to  ask  Monument  what  he  said  ?  and  I 
says,   '  What  did  you  say  ?  upon  which  he  says, 
4  I  could  say  nothing — you  told  me  nothing.    Why 
did  you  not  tell  me  more  V     I  says,  '  It  were  im- 
possible for  me  to  tell  you  what  I  did  not  know 
myself.     You  know  very  well,  that  when  you  saw 
the  man  call  on  us  to  go  into  the  small  room  I  de- 
clined.' 

"  I  admit,  as  was  said  by  Adams,  that  1  was 
one  that  was  named  to  go  to  the  house ;  but, 
gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  were  not  told  that  he 
was  the  villain  who  so  named  me,  and  that  he 
constantly  came  to  my  house  twice  a-day,  although 
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he  now  comes  to  give  evidence  to  deprive  me  of 
my  life. 

"  I  am  no  traitor — I  was  determined,  when  I 
entered  into  this  base  plot,  that  I  would  lose  my 
life  sooner  than  I  would  betray  an  individual.  I 
would  be  put  to  death — I  would  die  on  the  rack, 
rather  than  I  would  betray  a  fellow-creature. 
This  is  my  principle.  This  shews  the  intention 
of  Monument  to  betray  me. 

"  Now,  my  Lord,  I  come  to  advert  to  a  circum- 
stance which  occurred  to  me  at  Cambray,  in 
France.  It  becomes  me  to  state  any  thing  which 
may  be  of  use  to  me  and  my  fellow-prisoners. 
While  I  was  in  Cambray,  in  France,  my  Lord,  I 
met  Adams  when  I  first  came  from  Paris.  Adams 
worked  for  the  officers,  and  I  assisted  him  in  work 
which  he  was  incapable  of  performing  himself. 
He  afterwards  became  so  jealous,  that  he  threat- 
ened to  take  my  life,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  house,  which  I  did,  and  I  never  worked  for 
him  again.  I  afterwards  went  from  Cambray  to 
Lisle,  where  I  worked  for  an  English  tradesman 
of  the  name  of  Brailsford.  I  worked  for  him  two 
or  three  months,  until  I  got  a  little  money.  During 
this  time  I  knew  nothing  of  Adams. 

"  When  I  came  home  I  found  that  my  wife  had 
lost  her  senses,  and  was  in  St.  Luke's,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  having  heard  that  my  son  and 
myself  had  been  assassinated  in  France.  I  settled 
myself,  and  my  wife  shortly  after  came  out.  1 
got  a  good  seat  of  work,  and  at  this  time  I  was 
persuaded  to  receive,  as  my  apprentice,  Hale,  the 
witness,  who  has  been  called  to  you. 

Here  the  prisoner  entered  into  some  details 
relative  to  the  character  of  the  relations  of  Hale, 
in  which  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Chief  Baron, 
upon  the  principle,  that  these  persons  were  in  no 
way  connected  with  the  present  case.  He  then 
went  on  to  detail  a  variety  of  acts  on  the  part  of 
his  apprentice,  all  tending  to  prove  him  a  person 
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of  bad  character,  and  unworthy  of  credit,  to  which 
he  said,  if  he  had  the  means,  he  could  bring  evi- 
dence.    He  then  spoke  as  follows  : — 

"  Of  Hyden  1  know  nothing.  Here  he  again 
referred  to  the  written  defence  with  which  he  had 
been  furnished.  He  said  he  had  not  had  time  to 
read  it,  but  continued. 

"  I  wish  to  advert  to  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Edwards,  who  was  the  first  person  that  ever  insti- 
gated me  to  enter  into  this  snare.  This  Mr.  Ed- 
wards I  first  saw  in  company  with  Mr.  Thistle- 
wood,  at  the  White  Lyon  in  Wych-street.  This 
Edwards  came  to  my  lodging  in  Fox-court.  I 
was  very  short  of  work,  and  he  used  frequently  to 
call  on  me — such  a  thing  as  two  or  three  times 
a-day ;  and  this  was  long  before  the  back  room  was 
taken.  If  I  was  not  at  home  he  would  wait  for 
me ;  and  often  followed  me  to  places  where  I  went 
for  work.  This  was  the  case  at  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Scott,  who  saw  him, 
and  asked  me  if  he  was  waiting  for  me  ?  and  said, 
1  Why  does  he  not  come  in  V 

"  This  man  constantly  harassed  me,  and  often- 
times, my  Lord,  he  supplied  me  with  money.  He 
told  me,  and  I  can  bring  other  people  to  prove  it, 
that  he  said  that  if  he  could  get  a  hundred  such 
men  as  me,  he  could  do  any  thing.  He  considered 
me  a  staunch  man,  my  Lord,  and  thought,  I  sup- 
pose, that  I  was  a  fit  man  to  make  a  prey  of.  He 
often  took  me  out  to  call  on  people,  and  to  treat 
them  with  drink.  This  was  his  constant  practice. 
He  was  continually  with  me  before  this  business ; 
and  I  solemnly  declare,  that  this  was  the  indi- 
vidual, and  not  Mr.  Thistlewood,  who  brought  me 
into  this  plot. 

11  I  must  now,  my  Lord,  advert  to  what  took 
place  in  Cato-street,  and  to  his  (Edwards's)  con- 
duct  on  that  evening.  I  will  state  nothing  but  the 
truth. 

"  My  Lord,  from  the  different  favours  I  re- 
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ceiled  from  Edwards,  I  had  a  good  opinion  of 
the  man.  When  the  officers  came  up  into  the 
room  in  Cato-street,  I  made  my  escape  in  the 
best  manner  I  could.  I  did  not  make  my  escape, 
however,  like  a  coward  or  a  traitor.  1  did  not 
desert  my  companions.  I  went  immediately  to 
Grosvenor-square,  where  I  knew  this  villain  was, 
although  I  shall,  probably,  by  his  means,  be  sent 
into  another  world  very  shortly.  I  went  to  the 
villain,  and  told  him  what  had  happened ;  at 
which  he  seemed  very  much  surprised,  and  left 
the  square  with  me. 

"  Shortly  after  up  came  Thistlewood  and  another 
person,  who  was  in  the  room  in  Cato-street ;  but 
who  has  not  since  been  taken,  nor  never  will  I 
dare  say,  my  Lord.  However,  we  proceeded 
from  Grosvenor-square,  and  he  took  us  into 
several  wine-vaults  to  drink ;  I  now  believe, 
merely  for  some  person  to  identify  us.  I  then 
went  to  Fox-court,  Holborn,  where  I  had  not  been 
many  minutes,  when,  as  my  apprentice  stated, 
another  man  came  in,  who  said  he  had  received  a 
violent  blow  in  the  side.  But  my  apprentice  has 
not  stated,  as  the  fact  was,  that  the  very  indivi- 
dual who  came  on  the  stairs  and  called  us  out,  was 
Edwards. 

"  We  went  with  him;  and,  on  going  into 
Holborn,  there  we. met  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Palin,  and  three  more  individuals  with  him.  We 
went  altogether  into  Mr.  Thompson's  wine-vaults, 
opposite  St.  Andrew's  Church,  on  Holborn-hill. 
We  drank  some  small  glasses  of  liquor.  When 
we  came  out  of  the  shop,  we  were  followed 
Tery  shortly  by  Edwards,  who  called  me  on  one 
side,  and  said  he  wished  to  speak  to  me.  I  heard 
what  he  had  to  say.  He  began  to  find  fault  with 
Palin,  who  was  drunk.  He  declared  that  he  was 
the  man  that  had  betrayed  us,  and  that  he  was 
unworthy  to  live.  He  said,  that,  to  prevent 
treachery,  he  ought  to  be  made  away  with. 
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"  From  that  we  walked  on  till  we  came  to 
Little  Britain,  or  somewhere  thereabouts.  We 
came  to  a  dark  place,  where  Edwards  said  that 
Cook  lived ;  but  I  did  not  know  myself.  He 
urged  me  again  respecting  Palin,  who  still  re- 
mained much  intoxicated.  He  said  to  me,  that  it 
would  be  the  safest  way  to  put  him  out  of  the 
world.  He  urged  me  several  times  to  assassinate 
Palin.  He  then  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and 
pulled  out  a  brass-barrelled  loaded  pistol,  with 
which  he  told  me  to  assassinate  Palin.  He  like- 
wise offered  me  as  word-stick ;  and  he  said,  '  If 
you  put  him  out  of  the  world,  we  shall  be  safe.' 
He  also  shewed  me  a  constable's  staff;  and  said, 
'  I  will  act  in  the  same  capacity  as  I  did  in 
Grosvenor-square ;  and,  if  there  is  any  alarm,  I 
will  officiate  as  an  officer,  and  you  may  depend 
on  it  no  discovery  will  take  place/ 

"  Finding  he  entreated  me  to  be  guilty  of 
murder,  I  made  this  reply:  '  If  you  consider 
Palin  a  villain,  the  weapons  are  in  good  hands.' 
Finding  he  could  not  entreat  me  to  commit 
murder,  he  says,  '  I  must  wish  you  a  good  night ;  I 
am  going  to  conduct  Thistlewood  to  some  secret 
place.'  As  he  had  always  appeared  to  be  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  Mr.  Thistlewood's,  I  thought  he 
was  the  most  proper  person  to  do  this. 

"  Knowing  of  no  evil  intention  myself  against 
any  individual,  I  was  determined  not  to  know 
where  he  went ;  and  I  consented  to  bid  him  good 
night.  I  then  went  home.  Edwards  afterwards 
came  to  me,  and  whispered  to  me,  and  told  me 
that  he  thought  Palin  and  Potter  had  betrayed  us, 
and  that  he  had  not  the  smallest  doubt  of  it.  He 
then  advised  me  to  send  the  articles  which  were 
found  in  the  basket  in  the  back-room,  and  which 
my  apprentice  has  described,  over  to  a  place  in 
the  Borough,  which  I  was  going  to  do,  but  after- 
wards abandoned  that  intention 

"  This  is  all  I  wish  to  say  respecting  what  I 
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know  of  the  plot.  Now  Edwards  was  the  man 
who  always  found  money,  and  who  went  about  to 
old-iron  shops,  buying  pistols  and  swords,  and 
other  things  for  the  men  who  could  not  afford 
to  buy  them  themselves. 

"  This,  I  declare  before  God,  whose  awful  tri- 
bunal I  shall,  in  all  probability,  ere  long,  be  sum- 
moned to  attend,  is  the  truth.  Should  I  die  by 
this  case,  I  have  been  seduced  by  a  villain,  who,  I 
have  no  doubt,  has  been  employed  by  Govern- 
ment. I  could  not  have  abused  confidence  re- 
posed in  me ;  and,  if  I  die,  I  shall  die  not 
unworthy  the  descendant  of  an  ancient  Briton  ! 
Sooner  than  I  would  betray  a  fellow-man,  I  would 
rather  suffer  a  thousand  deaths !  This  is  all  that 
I  wish  to  say." 

The  prisoner  delivered  the  last  part  of  his 
speech  with  great  energy,  striking  his  clenched 
fist  on  the  board  before  him.  He  then  took  his 
seat  with  perfect  composure,  holding  in  his  hand 
the  defence  which  he  had  made  no  use  of. 

The  Chief  Baron  began  to  sum  up  the  evi- 
dence ;  but,  while  his  Lordship  was  proceed- 
ing, Brunt  said,  "  My  Lord,  there  are  some  of 
the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  in  Court ;  and, 
as  their  hearing  the  evidence  summed  up  may 
prejudice  the  trial  of  some  of  my  fellow-prisoners, 
I  hope  your  Lordship  will,  order  them  to  with- 
draw." 

Mr.  Gurney. — My  Lord,  they  are  only  those 
witnesses  who  were  permitted  to  remain  by 
common  consent ;  they  are  the  officers. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — They  are  only  these 
whom  your  Counsel  have  consented  to  remain. 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  repeated  the  same  obser- 
vation to  the  prisoner,  who  bowed  respectfully  to 
the  Court,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  Chief  Baron  began  his  charge  to  the 
Jury  by  telling  them,  that  this  was  not  con- 
structive treason.     A  nefarious  assassination  was 
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admitted  by  the  Counsel  for  the  prisoner,  and  by 
the  prisoner  himself,  to  have  been  intended  ;  an 
assassination  of  some  of  the  most  honourable  and 
the  most  amiable  of  the  King's  subjects. 

His  Lordship  then  read  the  evidence. 
In  recapitulating  the  evidence  of  Adams,  his  Lord- 
ship observed,  upon  that  part  where  he  (Adams) 
mentioned  "  that  he  had  been  induced  to  give  up 
Christianity  by  reading  that  infernal  work,  Paine's 
Age  of  Reason,  and  the  writings  of  Carlile,"  that 
the  circumstance  was  important  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Jury.  They  would  weigh  every  part 
of  his  testimony  with  jealousy,  considering  the 
situation  in  which  he  was  placed,  and  look  upon 
his  statement  as  requiring  corroborative  proof. 
Unless  it  was  supported  by  such  evidence,  they 
would,  of  course,  receive  it  with  considerable  hesi- 
tation ;  but  if  they  found  it  corroborated  by  the  evi 
dence  of  unsuspected  witnesses,  they  would  consi 
der  of  it  accordingly.  His  Lordship  then  went 
through  the  evidence  of  the  other  witnesses,  remark- 
ing upon  those  parts  where  they  coincided  with  the 
account  given  by  Adams.  He  then  adverted  to 
the  arguments  of  the  prisoner's  Counsel,  and  to 
the  observations  of  the  prisoner  himself;  which 
latter  (though,  perhaps,  it  might  not  have  pro- 
duced the  impression  which  they  could  have 
wished,  for  the  sake  of  the  prisoner)  they  would 
give  every  attention  to. 

As  soon  as  his  Lordship  concluded,  and  before 
the  Jury  retired,  one  of  them  addressed  the  Court : 
"  My  Lord,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to 
ask  a  question  as  to  a  point  of  law. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — Certainly,  Sir;  any 
thing  you  please. 

Juror. — My  Lord,  we  are  bound  to  take  the 
law  from  your  Lordship,  and  no  doubt  you  will 
give  it  to  us  most  correctly.  I  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther, if  the  evidence  bore  out  that  an  arming  had 
taken  place,  and  that  there  was   a  resistance  to 
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the   civil    power,   would   that,   in   the  law,  be  a 
levying  of  war  ? 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron.  —  Undoubtedly.  After  a 
short  pause,  his  Lordship  said,  "  Gentlemen,  do 
I  understand  the  question  rightly  ?  Please  to 
repeat  it  again.*' 

The  Juror  repeated  the  question ;  and  his 
Lordship  replied,  that  a  resistance  to  the  civil 
authority  would  not  constitute  a  levying  of  war. 

The  Juror. — My  Lord,  if  there  was  an  arming 
for  the  purpose  of  inducing  his  Majesty  to  change 
his  measures,  would  that  be  a  levying  of  war? 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — That,  gentlemen,  would 
constitute  a  levying  of  war;  and,  if  you  believe 
that  it  was  proved  in  evidence,  it  would  support 
the  indictment  under  the  Act  of  his  late  Majesty. 
I  put  only  the  first  and  third  counts  to  you,  gen- 
tlemen, not  to  embarrass  the  case. 

The  same  Juror. — I  would  wish  to  consider  the 
whole  of  the  indictment.  I  hope  your  Lordship 
will  excuse  my  asking  these  questions. 

The  Lord  Chief  Baron. — Certainly,  gentlemen, 
it  is  your  province  to  consider  the  whole  of  the 
case  before  you.  You  have  also  an  undoubted 
right  to  ask  any  questions  you  may  think  neces- 
sary. 

The  Jury  then  retired  at  twenty  minutes  before 
four ;  and  in  about  ten  minutes  returned  with  a 
verdict  of  GUILTY  on  the  THIRD  and  FOURTH 
COUNTS. 

The  prisoner's  appearance  was  in  no  degree 
altered  by  the  annunciation  of  the  verdict.  He 
bowed  slightly  to  the  Court,  and  was  removed  in 
the  care  of  two  of  the  gaoler's  assistants. 
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SESSIONS-HOUSE,  OLD  BAILEY 


First  Day,  Wednesday,  April  26,  1 820. 

At  ten  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  Mr.  Baron 
Garrow,  Mr.  Justice  Best,  and  the  Common- 
Serjeant,  took  their  seats  on  the  bench;  the 
Attorney-General,  Mr.  Gurney,  and  Mr.  Bolland, 
and  the  prisoner's  counsel,  Messrs.  Adolphus  and 
Curwood,  appeared  in  Court  at  the  same  time. 

After  a  short  consultation  between  Mr.  Cur- 
wood and  the  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Harmer 
quitted  the  Court,  and  proceeded  to  commune 
with  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Harmer,  Mr.  Baron 
Garrow  addressed  the  gentlemen  who  were 
waiting  to  be  called  on  as  Jurors.  "  They 
might,"  he  said,  "  feel  some  surprise  at  the  delay, 
and  the  Bench,  therefore,  felt  it  right  to  declare 
that  the  present  interruption  was  caused  entirely 
by  an  application  made  by  the  prisoners'  counsel. 
He  hoped  that  the  Jury  would  not  consider  the 
delay  as  intended  to  convey  any  want  of  respect 
towards  them. 

One  of  the  Jurors  said,  he  hoped  the  Court 
would  allow  them  to  sit  down,  as  many  of  them 
had  come  a  considerable  distance  to  attend  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  said,  that  the  Court  felt 
every  disposition  to  accommodate,  in  every  pos- 
sible   manner,  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,    and 

2  it  2 
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requested  them  to  occupy  the  seacs  vacant  in  the 
Court. 

Soon  afterwards  Mr.  Harmer  returned  to  Court, 
and  communicated  to  Mr.  Curwood  the  result  of 
his  conference. 

Mr.  Curwood  then,  addressing  Mr.  Baron 
Garrow,  stated,  that  a  proposition,  which  he  had 
thought  for  the  benefit  of  his  clients,  had  been 
acceded  to  by  them,  and  that  two  of  them  (Tidd 
and  Davidson)  were  willing  to  take  their  trials  at 
the  same  time. 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  then  addressed  the  Jury- 
men, and  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  may  now  com- 
municate to  you  that  which  it  would  have  been 
improper  to  have  made  known  to  you  before. 
The  learned  gentleman  who  appears  here  for  the 
prisoners,  and  whose  exertions  you  have 
witnessed  upon  more  occasions  than  one,  has 
thought  fit  to  consult  his  clients  as  to  whether  it 
is  necessary  to  pursue  the  course  which  has 
already  been  adopted  in  severing  their  challenges, 
or  whether  two  of  them  might  not  take  their  trial 
by  the  same  Jury.  By  this  pause  we  have  in 
effect  saved  time,  for  the  fwo  next  prisoners  have 
agreed  not  to  sever  their  challenges,  but  to  be 
tried  at  the  same  time." 

The  prisoners,  Tidd  and  Davidson,  were  then 
put  to  the  bar ;  Mr.  Shelton  called  over  the  list 
of  the  Jurors,  and  after  a  number  of  challenges 
on  both  sides,  the  following  Jury  was  ultimately 
impanelled — 

#  W.  Percy,  Cleveland-street,  Mary-le-bone, 
plasterer. 

J.  G.  Holmden,  St.  James's-walk,  Clerkenwell, 
fussee-cutter. 

J.  King,  Islington-road,  Gent. 

C.  E.  Prescott,  Colney-hatch,  Esq. 

*  Benjamin  Rogers,  Lampton,  farmer. 
Charles    Goldings,  Jamaica-place,    Limehouse, 

surveyor. 
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Charles    Page,     Crouch- end,    Esq.    and    mer- 
chant. 

*  J.     Young,     Frederick-place,     St.  .  Pancras, 
Gent. 

William  Butler,  Hounslow,  baker. 
Joseph  Sheffield. 
William  Churchill. 

*  Samuel  Grainger. 

The  Jurors  thus  marked  *  had  served  on  some  of  the  previous 
trials. 

Davidson  asked  whether  the  Court  would 
allow  him  and  his  fellow-prisoner  to  sit  down. 
The  Court  complied  with  his  request,  and  chairs 
were  brought  to  them. 

Mr.  Gurney  having  stated  the  case  with  great 
clearness  and  ingenuity,  he  proceeded  to  call  the 
witnesses  for  the  Crown — beginning  with, 

Robert  Adams.  His  evidence  was  the  same 
as  before,  with  some  additions.  He  said,  that 
when  the  proposition  was  made  for  assassinating 
the  Ministers,  it  was  added,  that  they  had  found 
out  where  they  kept  their  specie,  and  that  they 
were  to  return  and  plunder  it.  Bradburn  was 
to  make  a  box  for  the  purpose  of  sending  Castle- 
reagh's  head  to  Ireland. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Curwood,hesaidhe 
came  back  to  the  belief  in  Christianity  about  the  24th 
of  February— the  day  after  he  was  in  marvellous 
great  danger  of  being  hanged.  The  halter  might 
have  had  some  effect.  It  was  never  lawful  in  his 
sight  to  sweep  off  fifteen  men  in  cold  blood.  He 
thought  it  was  a  cruel  act  when  it  was  proposed. 
Nevertheless,  from  the  12th  of  January  to  the 
23d  of  February,  he  still  continued  to  frequent 
the  society  in  which  that  matter  was  debated. 
He  was  once  a  chairman.  The  largest  body  he 
ever  saw  collected  was  in  Cato-street.  There 
was  a  talk  of  a  great  many  more,  but  he  did  not 
know  them  by  name.  His  single  sword  was  all 
he  agreed  to  contribute.     He  never  heard  where 
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Mr.  Cook's  party  were  to  come  from.  Nobody 
objected  to  the  proclamation  written  by  This- 
tlewood — "  Your  tyrants  are  destroyed,"   frc. 

He  did  not  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Cham- 
bers, nor  did  he  ever  call  upon  such  a  man,  and 
say  he  would  have  "  wine  and  blood  for  supper," 
and  solicit  him  to  join  in  this  plot.  His  object 
in  joining  their  parties  was,  to  search  further  into 
the  principles  of  Brunt ;  he  joined  them  because 
he  had  a  foolish  and  curious  idea  to  know  what 
Brunt's  principles  were ;  and  for  this  reason  he 
joined  in  this  plot.  He  did  not  know  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Watman.  Tidd  did  not  say  he  had 
been  deceived  in  the  loft  in  Cato-street ;  but  he 
said,.  "  it  never  can  be  done." 

Tidd  and  Davidson  now  both  expressed  a  wish 
to  ask  the  witness  some  questions. 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  humanely  interposed,  and 
suggested  whether,  for  their  own  advantage,  it 
would  not  be  more  consistent  with  prudence  to 
put  their  questions  through  their  Counsel,  as 
they  might  do  something  prejudicial  to  them- 
selves. 

The  prisoners  both  thanked  his  Lordship,  and 
communicated  to  Mr.  Harmer's  clerk,  the  in- 
quiries which  they  wished  to  be  made. 

The  witness  then,  in  answer  to  questions  put 
by  Mr.  Curwood,  said,  that  he  could  not  say  that 
Davidson  was  armed  in  Cato-street ;  he  did  not 
notice  any  arms. 

In  re-examination  by  the  Solicitor-General,  he 
said  that  Davidson  brought  500  bullets  to  Fox- 
court,  on  the  22d  of  February.  He  had  changed 
his  religion  in  consequence  of  reading  Paine's 
Age  of  Reason,  which  was  put  into  his  hand  by  the 
prisoner  Tidd ;  he  did  not  see  Palm,  or  Cook,  or 
Potter,  in  Cato-street ;  he  did  not  know  of  what 
numbers  their  parties  consisted. 

Eleanor  Walker,  Mary  Rogers,  Joseph 
Hale,  (apprentice  to  Brunt),  were  then  called  ; 


TKIAL    OF    TIDD    AND    DAVIDSON.  311 

they  repeated  their  former  testimony  as  to  the 
presence  of  Davidson  and  Tidd  at  the  meetings  in 
Fox-court. 

Hale,   in   cross-examination  by  Mr.  Curwood, 
said,  that  Edwards  was  oftener  at  the  meetings  in- 
Fox-court  than  Adams. 

Thomas  Smart  and  Charles  Bissex,  watch- 
men in  Grosvenor-square,  were  next  called.  They 
were  followed  by  Hector  Morrison,  servant  to 
Mr.  Underwood,  the  cutler ;  Henry  Gillan,  of 
Mount-street,  Grosvenor-square;  Edward  Simp- 
son, James  Aldous  (pawnbroker),  John  Monu- 
ment, and  Thomas  Hyden,  who  communicated  the 
plot  to  Lord  Harrowby.  The  last  witness,  in 
cross-examination,  said,  that  he  had  known  Wilson 
for  a  long  time.  He  agreed  to  join  in  the  plot  to 
save  himself.  One  evening  at  his  friend  Clark's 
he  was  accused  of  not  supporting  the  committee, 
and  Davidson  said,  "  those  that  did  not  come  for- 
ward would  be  the  men  that  they  would  first  mur- 
der."    This  made  him  agree  to  what  Wilson  said. 

He  knew  a  man  named  Bennet,  but  he  never 
did  ask  him  to  attend  '  a  private  radical  meeting.' 
He  believed,  he  said,  he  might  speak  or  not  speak 
when  he  was  there,  as  he  chose.  He  did  not  say 
"  Radical  meeting,"  nor  did  he  say  that  he  must 
take  up  arms,  if  lie  were  called  upon  so  to  do ;  he 
did  not  recollect  saying  so  ;  he  had  no  recollection 
that  he  ever  did  say  so. 

in  re-exan  nation,  witness  said  he  had  been 
twice  at  a  shoemakers'-club,  where  he  saw  David 
Hon,  Wilson,  and  Harrison.  This  club  was  held 
at  a  public-house,  called  the  Scotch  Arms,  in  a 
court  in  the  Strand.  He  asked  Bennet  to  go 
there  with  him,  and  Clark  ;  that  was  four  or  five 
or  six  months  a^o. 

Thomas  Monument,  Lord  Harrowbv,  and 
John  Bakek,  his  Lordship's  butler,  were  next 
examined,  in  confirmation  of  the  former  wit- 
nesses;  and  these  were  followed  by  the  officers 
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and  other  persons  who  were  present  at  the  occur- 
rences in  Cato-street,  and  the  subsequent  arrest  of 
Brunt  and  Thistlewood. 

Tidd,  in  reference  to  Ruthven's  evidence,  said, 
that  Ruthven,  on  searching  him,  had  said,  "  Curse 
me,  here's  nothing  here  but  a  tobacco-box." 

Ruthven,  on  being  asked  by  Mr.  Baron  Garrow, 
denied  that  he  had  made  use  of  any  such  expres- 
sion. 

The  Attorney-General  now  addressed  their 
Lordships,  and  stated,  "  that  the  case  for  the 
Crown  had  now  been  concluded,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  producing  the  arms  and  ammunition 
found  in  Cato-street  and  elsewhere.  As  it  was 
now  late,  (five  o'clock)  the  Court  would  perhaps 
defer  the  production  of  these  things  till  the  next 
morning." 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  : — "  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
the  case  for  the  prosecution  is  now  closed,  all  but 
the  production  of  the  arms.  If  by  sitting  late 
there  were  any  probability  of  bringing  the  trial  to 
a  close  this  night,  I  should  consult  you  as  to  the 
propriety  of  doing  so  ;  but  as  we  cannot  finish  it 
by  sitting  late,  and  thereby  exhausting  ourselves, 
this  is  the  best  time  for  adjourning. 

Davidson  stood  up  and  addressed  the  Court : — 
"  My  Lord,  as  I  have  been  taken  by  surprise,  I 
am  quite  unprepared  with  my  witnesses.  I  hope 
you  will  allow  my  wife  to  see  me  this  night,  that 
notice  may  be  given  them  to  attend.'* 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow : — "  The  Court  has  no  power 
to  make  any  order  on  the  subject  you  have  men- 
tioned ;  but  I  can  say  that  care  will  be  taken  that 
any  proper  person  may  be  admitted'to  you  for  any 
proper  purpose." 

The  Court  then  adjourned  till  nine  the  next 
morning. 

Davidson  took  notes  during  the  day,  and  fre- 
quently sent  communications  to  his  counsel.  He 
conducted  himself  iltogether   v  ith  great  compo* 
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sure  and  propriety.  He  paid  close  attention,  anc 
made  his  remarks,  both  verbally  and  in  writing 
without  effort  or  confusion. 

Tidd  seemed  to  have  perfect  self-possession, 
but  a  flush  that  occasionally  animated  his  face  in- 
dicated some  hurry  and  eagerness  of  mind. 


Second  Day. — Thursday,  April  27,  1820. 

This  morning  the  Court  assembled  in  pursu- 
ance of  adjournment,  at  nine  o'clock.  The  pri- 
soners, Tidd  and  Davidson  were  immediately  put 
to  the  bar.  They  were  provided  with  chairs  as  on 
the  preceding  day.  Davidson  had  a  bible  in  his 
hand,  which  appeared  to  have  been  much  read, 
and  in  the  leaves  of  which  were  several  marks. 
He  had  also  a  large  book  composed  of  sheets  of 
paper  sewn  together,  in  which  there  appeared  to 
be  a  good  deal  of  writing,  and  in  which  he  occa- 
sionally wrote  while  in  court. 

The  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  materials  of 
war,  found  in  Cato-street,  and  in  other  places, 
connected  with  the  machinations  of  the  prisoners, 
were  brought  into  court  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  judges. 

The  Court  having  been  opened  in  the  customary 
form,  Ruthven,  the  Bow-street  officer,  was 
called,  and  described  the  arms  and  other  articles 
taken  in  Cato  street,  and  on  the  persons  of  the  pri- 
soners. These  were  again  separately  exhibited 
to  the  Jury. 

Samuel  Taunton  selected  the  ball  cartridges, 
hand  grenades,  pike  handles,  and  arms,  found  in 
the  lodgings  of  Tidd,  at  Hole-in-the-wall-passage, 
Brook's-market.  We  have  already  given  their 
enumeration.  The  long  sword  and  carbine,  taken 
from  Davidson  when  he  was  apprehended  by  Ellis 
and  Chapman  in  Cato-strcet,  as  well  as  the  pistol 
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taken  from  Tidd,  after  he  had  attempted  to  dis- 
charge it  at  Lieutenant  Fitzclarence,  were  next 
produced,  and  underwent  a  minute  inspection. 

Sergeant  Hanson  was  next  called;  he  re- 
peated his  description  of  the  fire-balls,  and 
the  probable  effects  which  would  result  from 
their  being  thrown  upon  buildings.  He  also  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  the  powder  in  flannel  bags, 
which,  as  before,  he  stated  were  cartridges  for 
six  pounders.  He  then  opened  one  of  the  hand- 
grenades,  and  exhibited  its  component  parts  to 
the  Jury.  This  one  was  only  armed  with  four 
large  spike  nails,  but  some  of  the  others  which 
were  opened  had  no  less  than  twenty-five  separate 
pieces  of  old  iron  enfolded  within  the  outer  wrap- 
pings of  rope-yarn.  The  large  grenade,  weighing 
nearly  fourteen  pounds,  and  constructed  in  the 
same  way,  but  upon  a  larger  scale,  was  not  in- 
spected. 

Mr.  Gurney  announced  that  he  had  closed  the 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Curwood  rose  to  address  the  Jury  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners.  He  said,  "  that  he  had  now 
rose  for  the  fourth  time,  to  urge  those  topics  on 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  men  at  the  bar,  which  he 
had  previously  submitted  to  other  Juries  in  the 
course  of  these  trials.  The  force  of  those  topics 
remained  in  his  mind  undiminished  ;  he  was  still 
conscientiously  satisfied,  that  the  charge  of  high 
treason  in  these  cases  was  alone  supported  by 
the  lestimony  of  Adams, — a  man,  the  infamy  of 
whose  character  ought  in  his  estimation,  to  de- 
prive him  of  all  claims  to  credit. 

The  learned  gentleman  then  went  over  the  dif- 
ferent points  of  the  evidence,  and  contended  with 
great  ingenuity,  "  that  whatever  might  have  been 
the  diabolical  intentions  of  the  prisoners — how- 
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ever  ready  they  might  have  been  to  inflict  ven- 
geance on  those  whom  they  might  suppose  to  be 
the  authors  of  those  melancholy  transactions,  but 
too  frequently  designated  as  '  the  Manchester 
Massacre,' — yet,  that  in  all  these  things  there 
was  nothing  in  reason  or  common  sense,  that 
could  lead  to  a  fair  and  rational  conclusion  that 
they  had  it  in  contemplation  either  to  compass 
and  imagine  the  death  of  the  king,  or  to  levy  war 
against  the  king. 

"  If  the  Jury,  under  all  the  circumstances,  enter- 
tained with  him  this  opinion,  he  had  no  doubt 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  acquit  the  prisoners." 

During  the  time  Mr.  Curwood  was  addressing 
the  Jury,  Davidson  took  from  his  pocket  a  Bible, 
into  several  parts  of  which  he  inserted  small 
pieces  of  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
turn  more  readily  to  certain  passages  which  he 
intended  to  quote  in  his  defence. 

Mr.  Adolphus  now  called  the  witnesses  for 
the  defence. 

Mary  Barker,  the  daughter  of  Tidd,  deposed, 
that  she  knew  Edwards  and  Adams.  Edwards 
left  at  her  father's  house,  about  a  fortnight  before 
the  affair  in  Cato-street,  a  number  of  grenades  and 
some  powder.  Adams  also  left  a  very  large  gre- 
nade. They  were  to  be  called  for  again.  Ed- 
wards took  them  once  away,  and  brought  them 
back  afterwards.  They  were  taken  away  again 
on  the  23d  of  February  by  Edwards  ;  and  some, 
were  brought  back  on  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  officers  came. 
She  did  not  know  the  person  by  whom  they  were 
brought  back.  A  box  remained  which  had  never 
been  opened. 

As  the  witness  left  the  Court  she  squeezed  her 
father's  hand.  They  both  seemed  much  affected. 
Tears   came    into   the    eyes   of  Tidd}  which   he 

?.  *  2 
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endeavoured  to  suppress.  The  daughter  was  in 
an  agony  of  grief. 

Thomas  Chambers  deposed,  that  he  lived  in 
Heathcote-court,  Strand ;  Edwards  and  Adams 
repeatedly  called  upon  him.  They  came  together 
to  his  house  about  a  week  before  the  Cato-street 
business,  when  Edwards  said,  "  Wont  you  go 
along  with  us?  Witness  said,  "  Go  where?" 
when  Edwards  answered,  "  Oh,  you  must  know 
that  there  is  something  on  foot."  He  replied, 
he  did  not;  when  Adams  said,  "We  are  going 
to  kill  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  we  shall 
have  blood  and  wine  for  supper."  Edwards  said, 
"  By ,  Adams,  you're  right."  On  the  Mon- 
day before  the  Cato-street  business  they  came 
again.  Edwards  brought  with  him  a  bag,  which 
he  wished  to  leave  with  witness.  He  asked  what 
it  contained ;  when  Edwards  said,  "  Only  some 
pistols,  and  things  of  that  sort."  Witness  would 
not  receive  it,  and  they  went  away.  He  saw  no 
more  of  them. 

In  cross-examination,  witness  said,  "  I  believe 
I  have  been  sworn  on  the  prayer-book.  I  never 
was  sworn  before  above  twice ;  I  believe  in  Chris- 
tianity. I  was  brought  up  in  the  christian  faith, 
and  continue  in  it.  I  am  no  member  of  any  fac- 
tion. I  never  saw  Paine's,  works.  I  know  the 
two  prisoners.  Davidson  I  know  since  the  time 
of  Mr.  Hunt's  procession.  Tidd  I  have  known 
only  in  the  trade.  I  cannot  say  how  long ;  I 
might  have  known  him  at  the  Smithfield  Meeting, 
and  elsewhere.  I  attended  all  the  meetings  held 
in  the  open  air.  I  scorn  all  secret  meetings.  I 
know  Thistlewood,  Ings,  Harrison,  Strange,  and 
Bradburn.  I  carried  banners  in  some  of  the 
processions.  I  carried  no  weapons.  Thistle- 
wood  has  been  repeatedly  at  my  house.  I  took 
all  the  flags  to  my  house.  I  saw  him  also  at  the 
Black  Dog,  in  Gray's  Inn-lane.    I  used  to  frequent 
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the  White  Lion,  in  Wych-street ;  I  went  to  attend 
the  meetings  there.  They  called  themselves  Re- 
formers. I  was  always  in  the  waggons  with 
Hunt.  When  I  refused  to  go  with  Adams  and 
Edwards  to  kill  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  I  did  not 
think  they  would  ever  get  any  persons  to  be  so 
foolish  as  to  join  them.  I  may  be  a  great  fool, 
but  not  foolish  enough  to  enter  into  such  a 
scheme.  I  did  not  communicate  the  project  to 
any  magistrate.  I  never  heard  any  thing  said 
against  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  more  than  what 
I  saw  in  the  newspapers.  I  do  not  read  Paine's 
works  ;  I  only  read  Cobbett,  and  have  a  drawer 
full  of  them.  I  also  read  the  Prayer-book  and 
Bible." 

John  Bennett  deposed,  that  heknewHyden; 
he  called  on  him  to  ask  him  to  accompany  him  to 
a  private  radical  meeting.  He  endeavoured  to 
persuade  him  to  go  more  than  ten  times.  He  told 
him,  that  he  might  hear  and  see  what  was  doing ; 
but  he  need  not  speak  unless  he  liked. 

Several  witnesses  were  now  called  to  the  gene- 
ral character  of  the  prisoners. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Charlotte-street,  Blackfriars'- 
road,  knew  Davidson  six  years  ago ;  he  then 
worked  for  him,  and  was  an  industrious  hard- 
working man.  He  had  not  known  much  of  him 
since. 

Mr.  M'William,  an  architect,  knew  Davidson 
at  Aberdeen,  in  the  years  1800  and  1801 ;  he  was 
then  studying  mathematics ;  he  had  only  seen 
him  three  or  lour  times  since  in  the  streets,  and 
was  surprised  to  have  been  called  on  to  give  him 
a  character.  Davidson  was,  at  the  time  he  was 
at  Aberdeen,  an  apprentice  to  a  cabinet-maker. 
He  had  been  at  college,  and  had,  in  Mr.  M'Wil- 
liam's  estimation,  "  a  gigantic  mind." 

Stephen  Hale,  William  French,  and  Sa- 
muel Lands,  spoke  to  the  general  correctness  of 
the  conduct  of  Tidd  in  private  life.     He  was  an 
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honest,  industrious,  hard-working  man,  and  ap- 
parently much  attached  to  his  family.  Other 
witnesses  were  expected,  but  did  not  attend. 

Mr.  Adolphus  addressed  the  Jury  on  behalf 
of  the  prisoners.  His  speech  was  marked  by  an 
acute  examination  of  the  whole  of  the  evidence, 
a  just  and  forcible  reprobation  of  the  atrocity  of 
a  betraying  accomplice,  and  an  energetic  and 
powerful  appeal  to  the  Jury,  not  to  condemn  men 
on  the  evidence  of  an  avowed  conspirator,  who 
had  broken  the  bonds  of  society,  forfeited  his 
allegiance  to  his  Sovereign,  and  his  duty  to  God. 
The  learned  gentleman,  in  the  course  of  a  very 
eloquent  speech  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  remarked 
that  it  would  be  the  last  time  he  should  appear 
on  these  trials. 

Baron  Garrow  then  addressed  the  prisoner  as 
follows : — "  William  Davidson,  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, in  its  excessive  tenderness  to  persons  in- 
dicted for  high  treason,  has  allowed  them  privi- 
leges of  defence  not  extended  to  other  cases.  If, 
therefore,  in  addition  to  the  able  defence  of  your 
Counsel,  you  wish  to  say  any  thing,  now  is  the 
time.  Do  it  deliberately,  and  the  Court  will  hear 
you  attentively." 

Davidson  then  rose,  greatly  agitated,  and  spoke 
nearly  as  follows : — "  I  am  much  obliged  to  your 
Lordship,  and  will  call  your  attention  to  a  few 
particulars  in  this  instance.  My  Lord,  from  my 
life  up,  I  have  always  maintained  the  character 
of  an  industrious  and  inoffensive  man  I  have  no 
friends  in  England,  but  have  always  depended 
upon  my  own  exertions  for  support.  I  have  an 
extensive  family,  and  for  their  sake  alone  is  my 
life  a  value  to  me. 

"  The  charge  which  has  been  brought  against 
me,  I  can  lay  my  hand  upon  my  heart,  and,  in 
the  presence  of  that  God  whom  I  revere,  say  1 
am   net  guilty  of.     Concerning  how  I  came    in 


TRIAL    OF    TIDD     AND     DAVIDSON'.  319 

possession  of  the  blunderbuss  I  will  state,  I  had 
a  friend,  whose  name  is  Williamson,  who  told  me 
he  had  bought  an  old  blunderbuss,  which  was  all 
over  rust.  He  was-  going  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  gave  it  to  me  to  clean. 

"  I  have  been  doing  business  for  myself  for  the 
last  five  years,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  cannot 
bring  any  more  of  my  employers  than  Mr.  Cook 
to  speak  in  my  behalf.  To  Mr.  Edwards  I  owe 
being  brought  into  this  situation.  I  never  knew 
any  thing  of  him  till  I  attended  Mr.  Hunt's  pro- 
cession ;  that  was  the  first  time  I  ever  went  into 
public  in  my  life.  Mr.  Edwards  told  me  that 
he  would  take  me  to  a  place  to  have  this 
blunderbuss  raffled  for.  When  I  went  to  the 
place,  I  there  saw  Mr.  Thistlewood  for  the  second 
time  ;  I  had  previously  seen  him  at  Mr.  Hunt's 
dinner.  I  saw  Mr.  Adams  there  also,  but  I  knew 
none  of  the  others.  Mr.  Edwards  proposed  to 
commence  raffling  for  the  blunderbuss;  but,  as 
they  did  not  put  down  any  money,  I  would  not 
agree.  I  then  heard  a  great  deal  of  improper 
language,  and  would  not  stop. 

"  I  went  to  Mr.  Williamson,  who  was  waiting 
to  know  the  result,,  and  told  him  what  had 
passed.  He  then  said  that  he  wanted  to  get  some 
money,  and  I  proposed  pledging  the  blunderbuss 
with  a  pawnbroker.  He  agreed,  and  requested 
me  to  take  it  for  him.  I  did  so,  and  got  seven 
shillings  upon  it  from  Mr.  Aldous,  who  knew  me. 
The  money  I  gave  to  Mr.  Williamson.  I  after- 
wards went  to  see  Mr.  Williamson  on  board  the 
Belle  Alliance,  which  was  about  to  sail  for  the 
Cape.     He  made  me  a  present  of  the  ticket. 

"  On  the  22d  of  February,  Edwards  called 
upon  me,  and  told  'me  that  he  had  been  to  see 
Mr.  Williamson,  and  that  he  had  given  him  an 
order  to  get  the  ticket  for  the  blunderbusss.  I 
said  very  well,  and  consented  to  go  and  get  it 
out  of  pledge  for  him,  as,  he  said,  he  was  to  get 
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ten  shillings  by  it,  part  of  which  I  was  to  have, 
and  he  gave  seven  shillings  and  two-pence  for 
that  purpose.  He  told  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
corner  of  Oxford- street,  which  I  did ;  when  he 
said  he  would  take  me  to  Fox-court,  where  there 
was  a  countryman  of  mine ;  a  man  of  colour  he 
meant.     I  objected  to  going. 

"  My  Lord,  I  never  associated  with  men  of 
colour,  although  one  myself,  because  I  always 
found  them  very  ignorant. 

"  I  now  pass  over  to  the  sword  concern  ;  I 
shall  state  the  truth.  On  a  Monday  after  the 
Manchester  massacre,  I  met  a  person  of  the 
name  of  George  Goldworthy,  to  whom  I  had 
been  apprentice  in  Liverpool ;  he  expressed  his 
surprise  at  seeing  me  in  London ;  I  told  him  I 
was  out  of  employment,  and  that  there  was 
nothing  worse  than  being  a  small  master,  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  trade,  from  jealousy,  set  their  face 
against  me  ;  he  said  he  had  a  little  business  of  his 
own  in  the  country,  and  that  he  would  employ 
me  if  I  would  go.  I  agreed  to  go  at  305.  a  week. 
He  then  appointed  me  to  meet  him  at  a  house  he 
called  the  Horse  and  Groom,  in  John-street, 
Edgware-road,  on  the  Wednesday  following.  All 
this  time  I  did  not  know  that  Goldworthy  was  an 
acquaintance  of  Edwards's,  but  he  was. 

On  Wednesday  evening  accordingly  I  went  to 
the  Horse  and  Groom.  I  looked  into  the  house, 
but  did  not  see  Goldworthy.  I  stopped  at  the 
corner  to  wait  for  him,  my  lord,  which  your 
lordship  and  gentlemen  must  well  know  I  being 
a  conspicuous  character  would  not  have  done,  if  I 
was  about  any  thing  improper.  I  saw  Adams 
there  ;  but  I  went  on  to  walk  a  little  further. 
On  my  return  I  saw  several  persons  going  in  and 
out  of  the  house,  but  still  Goldworthy  did  not 
come.  A  little  after  eight  o'clock,  while  I  was 
in  the  Edgeware-road,  up  came  Goldworthy. 
He  asked  me  if  I  was  not  surprised  he  had  not 
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come.  I  said  I  was.  He  then  said  he  was  going 
to  call  upon  a  friend,  and  gave  me  a  sword, 
which  he  said  he  carried  for  self-protection  against 
thieves  about  the  country. 

"  At  this  time  I  had  not  the  least  intention  of 
any  thing  directly  or  indirectly  concerning  the 
business  in  Cato-street.  I  went  down  the  street 
accidentally,  and  hearing  two  or  three  pistols 
fired,  I  went  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  1 
never  was  afraid  of  any  man.  I  then  heard  a 
cry  of  "  Stop  thief!"  and  I  was  seized  and 
taken  to  gaol.  I  never  drew  the  cutlass  nor 
offered  to  strike  ;  but  gave  myself  up  quietly. 

"  I  have  ventured  my  life  fifteen  times  for  my 
country  and  my  King,  and  ask  you,  gentlemen, 
if  you  think  it  possible  that  I  should  be  so  vain 
as  to  attempt  to  join  a  few  weak  men  to  trample 
down  that  well-founded  constitution,  in  which 
this  country  has  so  much  reason  to  glory  ?  I 
would  scorn  such  an  act — and  I  solemnly  protest 
there  was  nothing  found  on  me  but  the  sword 
which  I  received  from  Goldworthy,  and  a  little 
block. 

"  It  was  said,  that  I  said  '  I  would  die  for 
liberty's  cause,'  and  that  I  was  searched  in  a 
public-house  ;  this  is  not  true  ;  and  if  the  landlord 
was  here  he  would  prove  the  contrary.  I  know 
nothing  at  all  of  the  plot  in  Cato-street,  directly 
or  indirectly.  I  know  nothing  of  a  plot  to  plunder 
— to  burn  houses —  or  to  massacre  the  Ministers. 
I  did  not  know  that  any  such  plot  was  in  ex- 
istence. 

"  I  will  now,  my  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  give 
you  an  instance  where  one  man  of  colour  may  be 
mistaken  for  another — as  must  have  been  my 
case.  Whenever  I  had  any  leisure  time  I  em- 
ployed it  as  a  teacher  in  a  Sunday-school :  there 
a  similar  mistake  was  made.  A  person,  a  man 
of  colour,  insulted  one  of  the  female  teachers  at 
Walworth.     The  young  lady  said  it  Was  me,  and 

2  T 
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I  found  I  was  slighted,  although  nothing  was 
said.  I  sent  in  my  resignation,  when  the  gentle- 
men waited  upon  me  in  a  body,  and  stated  what 
had  been  alleged  to  my  charge.  I  was  so  con- 
founded, that  I  could  not  say  any  thing,  and  let 
them  go  away  without  making  any  defence.  I 
afterwards,  however,  set  myself  to  work,  and 
actually  found  the  man  who  had  committed  the 
offence,  made  him  acknowledge  it,  and  beg  the 
young  lady's  pardon.  The  young  lady  could  not 
look  me  in  the  face,  knowing  how  she  had  injured 
me,  but  held  out  her  hand  as  a  token  of  her 
regret. 

Now,  my  lord  and  gentlemen,  this  shows  how 
one  man  may  be  mistaken  for  another.  I  would 
as  lieve  be  put  to  death  as  suppose  that  you,  my 
lord,  or  the  gentlemen  of  the  crown,  should  think 
me  capable,  for  one  moment,  of  harbouring  a 
thought  to  massacre  any  person  whatever.  (Here 
the  prisoner  applied  for  a  glass  of  water,  which 
was  handed  to  him.)  Although  I  am  a  man  of 
colcfUr,  that  is  no  reason  that  I  should  be  guilty 
of  such  a  crime.  My  colour  may  be  against  me, 
but  I  have  as  good  and  as  fair  a  heart  as  if  I  were 
a  white. 

"  I  have  a  very  few  words  more  to  say.  I  have 
a  very  numerous  family,  and  a  wife  that  never 
earned  m#-  a  penny  in  her  life.  All  my  distress 
arose  from  the  consideration  of  the  helpless  situa- 
tion of  my  family.  Were  it  not  for  that,  I  would 
not  care  what  became  of  me.  Like  Isaiah  it  may  be 
said  of  me,  '  He  was  persecuted,  yet  he  opened 
not  his  mouth.'  As  a  father,  I  wish  to  discharge 
my  duty, — for  them  I  wish  to  live — and  for  their 
sakes  I  wish,  if  possible,  to  clear  up  the  black 
charge  which  has  been  brought  against  me. 

"  First  of  all,  Mr.  Adams  positively  swore  that 
he  had  not  seen  me  in  the  loft,  and  that  I  was 
down  stairs;  and  then  comes  Mr.  Monument, 
who  said  that  I  addressed  the  congregation,  and 
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toid  those  that  were  afraid  of  their  lives  to  walk 
out.  They  must  see  that  this  was  an  exaggera- 
tion, and  in  fact  altogether  an  invention,  or  would 
not  both  of  these  men  who  were  present  at  the 
same  time  have  agreed  in  the  same  story  ?  I 
admit  that  I  was  in- Cato-street;  but  even  ad- 
mitting this,  what  does  it  amount  to  ? 

"  I  now  very  well  know  that  Mr.  Gold  worthy 
was  an  accomplice  of  Edwards,  and  it  is  clear 
that  by  these  persons,  for  purposes  best  known  to 
themselves,  I  was  entrapped  into  this  snare.  As 
for  myself,  my  Lord,  I  have  served  my  country, 
and  done  all  that  I  could  do  for  it.  I  have  sup- 
ported my  family  by  honest  industry,  and  I  never 
directly  or  indirectly  associated  with  any  persons 
at  public  places.  I  never  attended  any  meeting 
but  as  a  common  spectator. 

T  know  nothing  of  these  men  (Tidd  and  the 
other  prisoners).  I  have  no  knowledge  of  their 
plots ;  I  do  not  blame  the  gentlemen  of  the  crown 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted  this 
case ;  because  they  have  done  no  more  than  their 
duty,  according  to  the  evidence  which  has  been 
brought  before  them ;  but  I  say,  the  witnesses,  as 
far  as  regards  me,  are  altogether  false  sworn.  I 
have  selected  a  few  passages  from  the  Bible, 
which  I  wish  to  read  on  this  subject,  and  these.  I 
offer,  not  for  the  purpose  of  insulting  the  court. 
The  indictment  charges  that  I  did  certain  things 
'  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  my  eyes,  but 
having  been  instigated  by  the  devil.'  Now,  I 
always  had  the  fear  of  God  before  me,  and  always 
cherished  the  feelings  of  virtue  and  humanity.  I 
always  subscribed  to  the  beautiful  lines  of  TVIr 
Pope : — 

"  If  I  am  right,  thy  grace  impart, 
Still  in  the  right  to  stay  ; 
Jf  I  am  wrong,  oh!  teach  my  Ik  art, 
To  find  that  better  way. 
2  T  2 
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Teach  me  to  feel  another's  woe ; 

To  hide  the  fault  I  see  : 
The  mercy  I  to  others  show, 

That  mercy  show  to  me." 

"  The  verses  from  this  sacred  Book,  which  I 
think  applicable  to  my  case  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, are  these : — 

'  One  witness  shall  not  rise  up  against  a  man  for  any  ini- 
quity, for  any  sin,  in  any  sin  that  he  sinneth  :  at  the  mouth  of 
two  witnesses,  or  at  the  mouth  of  three  witnesses,  shall 
the  matter  be  established. 

'  If  a  false  witness  rise  up  against  any  man,  to  testify 
against  him  that  which  is  wrong  ; 

'  Then  both  the  men,  between  whom  the  controversy  is, 
shall  stand  before  the  Lord,  before  the  priests  and  the  judges 
which  shall  be  in  those  days. 

'  And  the  judges  shall  make  diligent  inquisition  :  and  be- 
hold, if  the  witness  be  a  false  witness,  and  hath  testified 
falsely  against  his  brother; 

1  Then  shall  ye  do  unto  him,  as  he  had  thought  to  have 
done  unto  his  brother ;  so  shalt  thou  put  the  evil  away  from 
among  you. 

'  And  those  which  remain  shall  hear,  and  fear,  and  shall 
henceforth  commit  no  more  any  such  evil  among  you. 

'  And  thine  eye  shall  not  pity ;  but  life  shall  go  for  life, 
eye  for  eye,  tooth  for  tooth,  hand  for  hand,  foot  for  foot. 

"  These  words,  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  wish 
to  impress  on  your  minds. 

"  I  am  a  stranger  to  England  by  birth;  but  I 
was  educated  and  brought  up  in  England ;  my 
father  was  an  Englishman,  my  grandfather  was  a 
Scotchman ;  I  may  too  claim  the  prerogative  of 
an  Englishman,  from  having  been  in  the  country 
from  my  infancy, — still  I  have  not  a  friend  in  Eng- 
land,— I  have  not  a  relative  who  will  stretch  out 
his  hand  to  my  helpless  family.  Then  will  you 
not  think  it  hard  to  have  my  life  taken  away  for  a 
scene  of  intended  iniquity,  of  which  I  know  no- 
thing.    To  have  me  torn  from  the  bosom  of  her 
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whom  I  lived  but  to  cherish, — to  have  me  ex- 
posed to  the  ruthless  knife  of  the  executioner, 
while  my  innocent  starving  babes  seek  in  vain 
for  consolation. 

"  Gentlemen,  when  I  think  of  this,  it  unmans 
me.  I  am  no  plotter — no  assassin — no  traitor! 
Look  well  to  the  evidence,  and  to  your  own 
hearts,  before  you  pronounce  the  fatal  verdict  of 
'  Guilty.' 

"  Gentlemen,  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  I  have 
known  for  years ;  I  worked  on  his  Lordship's 
estate  in  Staffordshire.  Gentlemen,  I  knew  him 
but  to  respect  him  ; — and  yet  it  is  suggested  that 
I  could  raise  the  dagger  of  the  murderer  to  his 
breast. — Forbid  it  providence !  Had  I  known 
that  this  plot  existed,  I  would  have  been  the  first 
to  warn  his  Lordship  of  his  danger ;  but  I  declare 
solemnly  that  I  knew  of  no  such  intention.  I  knew 
nothing  of  all  these  dark  and  bloody  projects. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  have  now  done.  I  repeat,  I 
will  readily  submit  to  death,  if  you  think  me  ca- 
pable of  harbouring  an  intention  to  commit  the 
crime  of  high  treason.  If  that  is  your  persuasion, 
pronounce  your  verdict  accordingly.  I  hope  my 
death  may  prove  useful  to  my  country, — for  still 
England  I  call  thee  so, — and  I  trust  that  those  by 
whom  I  shall  be  condemned,  may  lay  down  their 
lives  with  as  clear  a  conscience." 

Baron  Garrow,  then  addressed  Tidd  as 
follows: — "  Richard  Tidd,  do  you  wish  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  your  counsel  has  stated  for 
you  ?  If  you  do,  this  is  the  proper  time." 

Tidd  rose,  and  said,  in  a  meek  and  humble 
voice,  "  The  first  thing  I  have  got  to  say  is,  that 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  get  acquainted  with 
Brunt  about  a  month  before  Christmas,  by  his 
frequently  going  to  see  Adams,  who  was  living 
next  door  to  me  ;  our  windows  joined  ;  by  that 
means  I  became  acquainted  with  him. 

"  During    the    Christmas   holidays,   we   kept 
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them  together;  after  the  holidays,  I  was  in- 
troduced to  Edwards,  who  does  not  now  appear 
against  me ;  he  was  constantly  coming  to  me 
afterwards ;  I  always  was  a  hard-working  man, 
working  sixteen  and  eighteen  hours  a  day.  I 
never  had  any  time  to  spare,  except  on  a  Sunday. 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Brunt  together  told  me 
that  there  were  certain  meetings  going  on. 

"  I  never  attended  any  meeting  after  the  acts 
to  prevent  illegal  meetings,  till  Edwards  told  me 
that  he  had  authority  to  state  from  persons  high 
in  rank,  that  meetings  might  take  place  to 
procure  reform  in  Parliament.  I  was  then  in- 
troduced to  a  room,  where  I  was  taken  to,,  in 
Brunt's  house.  I  did  not  see  there  any  thing 
particular,  till  the  Sunday  when  I  was  proposed 
to  take  the  chair. 

"  Certain  propositions  were  then  made,  which 
made  me  declare  I  would  never  more  attend  such 
meetings,  and  I  fully  determined  that  I  would 
not  keep  company  with  them  afterwards.  Prior 
to  this  Edwards  came  up  to  my  house,  and  said, 
that  he  had  got  certain  materials,  and  Mr. 
Thistle  wood  would  be  obliged  to  me  if  I  would 
let  them  remain  in  my  house.  I  said,  I  would 
allow  no  such  thing.  He  then  went  away,  but 
in  the  evening  he  came  and  brought  the  things, 
which  the  officers  afterwards  seized. 

"  On  Tuesday,  Edwards  and  Brunt  came  to 
me,  and  asked  me  if  I  kept  to  my  determination 
— they  added,  that  all  the  proceedings  that  were 
going  on  were  entirely  flustered  ;  they  then  said 
there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  the  Mary-le-bone 
Union,  and  asked  me  to  go. 

"  Edwards  said,  every  body  going  there  for 
self-preservation  took  a  weapon  of  defence.  I 
told  him  I  had  none  ;  he  said,  if  I  had  not,  the 
club  would  supply  me  with  one  ;  he  then  pulled 
out  a  pistol,  and  said,  you  ought  to  arm  yourself 
now. 
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"  He  also  Itad  a  sword-stick,  which  he  offered 
me.  He  afterwards  gave  me  a  direction  where 
the  meeting  was  to  be  held.  I  have  it  now  in  my 
pocket. — [Here  the  prisoner  produced  a  small 
piece  of  paper,  on  which  was  written  these 
words: — '  Horse>  and  Groom,  John-street,  Edge- 
ware-road.'] 

Tidd  then  went  on.  "  During  Wednesday, 
while  I  was  at  work,  Edwards  and  Brunt  came  to 
me,  and  said  there  was  some  people  I  must  bring 
to  the  club.  I  afterwards  took  Monument,  but  I 
do  declare  before  you  I  never  knew  any  thing 
about  a  cabinet-dinner.  It  was  never  mentioned 
to  me.  I  was  introduced  into  the  stable,  and  in 
ten  minutes  after  the  officers  came  in  and  ap- 
prehended me. 

"  This  is  all  I  have  to  say,  and  you  may  de- 
pend I  have  told  the  truth/' 

The  Attorney -General  rose  to  reply,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  point  out  the  various  instances  in 
which  the  evidence  of  Adams  had  been  con- 
firmed :  it  was  confirmed  by  Monument,  who 
had  not  been  deeply  concerned  in  the  plot ;  but 
it  was  much  more  strongly  confirmed  by  Hyden, 
who  was  no  accomplice,  and  who  was  in  every 
way  worthy  of  belief.  There  was,  he  contended, 
a  compleat  chain  of  evidence,  to  prove  that  there 
was  a  conspiracy  to  overturn  the  government : 
and  if  they  believed  that  the  two  prisoners  at  the 
bar  took  a  prominent  part  in  it,  they  could 
have  no  hesitation  as  to  the  verdict  they  should 
give. 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow,  proceeded  to  deliver  his 
charge  to  the  Jury.  lie  went  over  the  whole  of 
the  evidence,  and  commented  on  all  the  material 
parts  of  it  in  a  most  perspicuous  maimer.  While 
his  lordship  was  reading  over  the  evidence  of 
Monument,  the  prisoner  Davidson  caused  a 
written  paper  to  be  conveyed  to  him,  and  said  he 
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hoped  it  might  be  read  as  a  part  of  his  defence, 
which  he  had  before  forgot  to  notice.  The 
learned  Judge  observed,  that  although  it  was  not 
strictly  regular  to  comply  with  the  prisoner's 
request  in  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  yet 
he  was  ready  to  allow  him  to  make  any  state- 
ment which  might  be  of  use  to  him.  The  state- 
ment was,  that  his  (Davidson's)  house  had  been 
searched,  and  nearly  pulled  down,  and  not  the 
slightest  evidence  was  there  found  which  went 
to  show  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  con- 
spiracy. 

After  his  Lordship  had  read  over  the  evidence 
of  Hyden,  he  said  it  was  the  most  important  of  any 
that  had  been  given  to  the  Court,  because  the 
conspiracy  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  one 
of  the  parties,  who  invited  him  to  assist  in  it ;  and 
because  he  went  immediately  and  communicated 
to  Lord  Harrowby  the  danger  which  ministers 
were  in.  He  pretended  to  show  a  readiness  to 
join  the  conspirators,  but  he  never  did  join  them ; 
and  one  reason  for  not  refusing  to  take  a  part  in 
the  plot  was,  a  threat  held  out  that  any  man  who 
did  not  join  would  be  put  to  death. 

"  The  learned  counsel  for  the  prisoners  had 
endeavoured  to  throw  some  discredit  on  this  wit- 
ness, on  the  ground  of  his  being  an  accomplice ; 
but  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  such  a 
supposition;  nor  did  it  appear  to  him  that  the 
slightest  inroad  had  been  made  on  his  testimony. 
On  the  contrary,  he  ought  to  be  considered  as  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence  in  saving 
fifteen  of  the  first  men  in  the  country,  and  perhaps 
many  others,  from  destruction ;  and  all  persons 
then  present  in  Court,  ought  to  consider  them- 
selves indebted  to  him. 

"  Here  it  was  clearly  in  evidence,  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  conspirators  was  to  murder  the 
most  respectable  and  virtuous  characters  in  the 
kingdom;  and  that  not  content  with  that,   they 
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were  to  destroy  the  house  of  the  Bishop  of  Lon- 
don, one  of  the  most  amiable  men  in  the  kingdom, 
who  of  all  other  men  in  the  world  was  the  leas* 
likely  to  give  offence  to  any  body. 

"  What  then  could  be  their  motive  for  all  thes» 
unprovoked  atrocities,  but  the  ulterior  object  o 
revolution  ?  If  plunder  was  their  object,  where 
were  the  implements  in  which  they  were  to  carry 
away  their  plunder?  What  necessity  was  there 
to  add  murder  to  their  offence  ?  What  occasion 
had  they  for  a  box  full  of  ball  cartridges  ?  What 
was  their  object  in  all  this,  but  the  ulterior  object 
of  effecting  a  revolution  ?  The  usual  argument  of 
inadequacy  of  means  had  been  used  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and  it  was  said,  nothing  certainly  could  be 
more  preposterous  than  to  suppose  a  revolution 
could  be  effected  by  such  contemptible  means ; 
but  it  was  proved,  that  a  plan  had  been  formed — 
that  a  band  of  ruffians,  reeking  with  the  blood  of 
the  most  illustrious  men  in  the  kingdom,  had  in- 
tended to  overturn  the  government,  by  stirring  up 
the  people  to  insurrection. 

"  Such  men  as  these  might  imagine  that  the 
object  could  be  effectual,  without  ever  considering 
the  adequacy  of  the  means.  Before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  Revolution,  the  first  be- 
ginnings were  as  contemptible  as  this;  and  every 
body  knew  the  vast  extent  and  the  wide- spread- 
ing desolation,  by  which  these  small  beginnings 
were  followed." 

After  a  variety  of  other  observations,  all  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  evidence  of  the  accomplices 
was  confirmed  in  various  instances  by  credible 
witnesses,  particularly  by  Joseph  Hale,  the  ap- 
prentice of  Brunt ;  and  by  Hyden,  the  cow-keeper, 
who  was  no  party  in  the  plot,  and  who  acted  ho- 
nestly and  conscientiously,  Ins  Lordship  con- 
cluded his  charge. 

The  Jury  then  retired,  and  after  an  absence 
of  forty    minutes,    returned    with    a    verdict    oi 
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"  GUILTY  UPON  THE  THIRD  COUNT:'  with 
the  exception  of  the  eighth  and  tenth  overt-acts. 
The  count  in  question  alleged  a  conspiracy  to  levy 
war. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  of  Tid  1  and 
Davidson, 

Mr.  Curwood  addressed  the  Court,  intimating 
a  desire,  on  the  part  of  James  Wilson,  to  withdraw 
his  plea  of  misnomer  to  the  indictment  against 
him  for  high  treason,  and  to  plead  "  Guilty,"  and 
the  Attorney-General  stating  that  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  this  course, 

James  Wilson  was  put  to  the  bar,  and,  on  being 
questioned  by  Mr.  Shelton,  pleaded  Guilty. 

Mr.  Walford  then  said,  he  was  instructed  to 
make  a  similar  tender  on  the  part  of  the  five  re- 
maining prisoners,  and 

Mr.  Baron  G arrow  directed  the  prisoners  to 
be  brought  to  the  bar. 

John  Harrison,  Richard  Bradburn,  John  Shaw 
Strange,  James  Gilchrist,  and  Charles  Cooper, 
were  then  brought  into  the  Court,  and 

Mr.  Walford  again  addressed  his  lordship,  and 
said  that  he  had  watched,  with  great  diligence, 
the  whole  of  these  proceedings,  and  from  what 
had  passed  under  his  observation,  he  thought  he 
should  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  five  un- 
happy men  at  the  bar,  for  whom,  with  his  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Broderick),  he  was  counsel,  by  re- 
commending them  to  acknowledge  the  deepness 
of  their  offending,  and  to  throw  themselves  on  the 
leniency  of  their  Sovereign,  who,  he  was  per- 
suaded, would  follow  the  steps  of  his  revered 
father,  by  tempering  justice  with  mercy. 

Mr  Broderick  said,  he  too  had  watched  with 
the  most  anxious  solicitude  the  progress  of  the 
trials  which  had  taken  place  upon  this  indict- 
ment,   and    he   felt   satisfied    that   he   could    not 
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better  consult  the  interests  of  the  prisoners,  than 
by  adopting  the  course  suggested  by  his  learned 
friend.  These  unfortunate  men  were  desirous  of 
making  the  only  reparation  in  their  power  to  the 
offended  laws  of  their  country,  by  acknowledging 
their  guilt.  They  did  not  ask  for  mercy,  but  they 
entertained  a  hope  that  their  contrition  would 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  would  induce  an  ex- 
tension towards  them  of  that  brightest  attribute 
in  the  person  of  the  Sovereign." 

Mr.  Baron  Garrow  then  explained  to  the  pri- 
soners the  situation  in  which  they  stood,  and  that 
their  plea  must  be  received  without  any  pledge  on 
his  part,  and  with  a  full  understanding  that  they 
were  to  receive  judgment  to  die. 

They  all  expressed  their  concurrence  in  what 
had  been  said  by  their  counsel,  and,  having  with- 
drawn their  previous  plea  of  Not  Guilty,  they 
pleaded  Guilty,  and  were  removed  from  the  bar ; 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury  were  dismissed 
with  the  thanks  of  their  country 
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The  following  morning,  Friday  April  28th,  at  a 
quarter  after  nine,  Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbot, 
Chief  Justice  Dallas,  the  Chief  Baron,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Richards,  Mr.  Justice  Best,  and  the  Common 
Sergeant,  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Brown,  the  gaoler,  was  immediately  re- 
quested to  bring  the  prisoners  to  the  bar.  [n  a 
few  minutes  the  clank  of  chains  was  heard,  and 
the  eleven  prisoners  entered  the  court.  They 
were  all  double  ironed,  with  the  exception  ol 
Ings,  who  had  been  much  indisposed  since  his 
conviction.  Thistlewood  came  first,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  bar.  There  was  a  melancholy  re- 
signation in  his  countenance,  and  his  appearance 
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was  considerably  altered  since  the  last  time  of  his 
being  in  Court. 

All  being  in  readiness, 

Mr.  Shelton  (the  clerk  of  the  arraigns),  address- 
ing himself  to  Thistlewood,  said, 

"  Arthur  Thistlewood,  you  stand  convicted  of 
High  Treason; — what  have  you  say  why  you 
should  not  receive  judgment  to  die,  according  to 
law  ?" 

Thistlewood  immediately  drew  forth  a  manu- 
script address,  which  he  proceeded  to  read  in  a 
mournful  tone,  as  follows  : — 

"  My  Lords, — I  am  asked,  my  Lord,  what  I 
have  to  say  that  judgment  of  death  should  not  be 
passed  upon  me  according  to  law.  This  to  me 
is  mockery — for  were  the  reasons  I  could  offer  in- 
controvertible, and  were  they  enforced  even  by 
the  eloquence  of  a  Cicero,  still  would  the  ven- 
geance of  my  Lords  Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  be 
satiated  only  in  the  purple  stream  which  circu- 
lates through  a  heart  more  enthusiastically  vibrat- 
ing to  every  impulse  of  patriotism  and  honour, 
than  that  of  any  of  those  privileged  traitors  to 
their  country,  who  lord  it  over  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  the  sovereign  people  with  barefaced  im- 
punity. 

"  The  reasons  which  I  have,  however,  I  will  now 
state — not  that  I  entertain  the  slightest  hope  from 
your  sense  of  justice  or  from  your  pity.  The 
former  is  swallowed  up  in  your  ambition,  or  ra- 
ther by  the  servility  you  descend  to,  to  obtain  the 
object  of  that  ambition — the  latter  I  despise. 
Justice  I  demand.  If  I  am  denied  it,  your  pity  is 
no  equivalent.     In  the  first  place, 

M  I  protest  against  the  proceedings  upon  my 
trial,  which  I  conceive  to  be  grossly  partial,  and 
contrary  to  the  very  spirit  of  justice, —  but,  alas  ! 
the  judges,  who  have  heretofore  been  considered 
the  counsel  of  the  accused,  are  now,  without  ex- 
ception,   in    all    cases   between    the    Crown   and 
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the  People,  the  most  implacable  enemies  of  tli? 
latter.  In  every  instance,  the  Judges  charge  the 
Jury  to  find  the  subject  guilty  ;  nay,  in  one  in- 
stance, the  Jury  received  a  reprimand,  and  that 
not  in  the  gentlest  terms,  for  not  strictly  obey- 
ing the  imperious  mandate  from  the  bench. 

"  The  Court  decided  upon  my  trial  to  commit 
murder  rather  than  depart,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
from  its  usual  forms.  Nay,  it  is  with  me  a  ques- 
tion, if  the'form  is  usual  which  precluded  me 
from  examining  witnesses  to  prove  the  infamy  of 
Adams,  of  Hyden,  and  of  Dwyer.  'Ere  the  Soli- 
citor-General replied  to  the  address  of  my  Coun- 
sel, I  applied  to  the  Court  to  hear  my  witnesses. 
The  Court  inhumanly  refused,  and  I  am  in  con- 
sequence to  be  consigned  to  the  scaffold. 

"  Numerous  have  been  the  instances  in  which 
this  rule  of  Court  has  been  infringed ;  but  to 
have  infringed  it  in  my  case,  would  have  been  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  Court,  and  to  forfeit 
every  aspiring  hope  of  promotion. 

"  A  few  hours  hence  and  I  shall  be  no  more ; 
but  the  nightly  breeze  which  will  whistle  over  the 
silent  grave  that  shall  protect  me  from  its  keen- 
ness, will  bear  to  your  restless  pillow  the  memory 
of  one  who  lived  but  for  his  country, — and  died 
when  liberty  and  justice  had  been  driven  from 
its  confines  by  a  set  of  villains,  whose  thirst  for 
blood  is  only  to  be  equalled  by  their  activity  in 
plunder. 

"  For  life,  as  it  respects  myself,  I  care  not; 
but,  while  yet  I  may,  I  would  rescue  my  memory 
hum  the  calumny  which,  I  doubt  not,  will  be 
industriously  heaped  upon  it,  when  it  will  be  no 
longer  in  my  power  to  protect  it. 

"  I  would  explain  the  motives  which  induced 
me  to  conspire  against  the  Ministers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  I  would  contrast  them  with  those 
which  these  very  ministers  have  acted  upon 
m  leading-  me  to  my  ruin.     To  do  this,  it  will  be 
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necessary  to  take  a  short  review  of  my  life,  fo^  a 
few  months  prior  to  my  arrest  for  the  offence  for 
which  1  am  to  be  executed  without  a  trial,  or,  at 
least,  without  an  impartial  one  by  a  jury  of  my 
peers. 

"  Tis  true,  the  form,  the  etiquette  of  a  trial 
has  been  gone  through ;  but  I  challenge  any  of 
the  Judges  on  the  bench  to  tell  me — to  tell  my 
country — that  justice  was  not  denied  me  in  the 
very  place  where  justice  only  should  have  been 
administered.  I  challenge  them  to  say  that  I 
was  fairly  tried.  I  challenge  them  to  say  if  I  am 
not  murdered  according  to  the  etiquette  of  a 
Court  (falsely  denominated)  of  Justice. 

"  I  had  witnesses  in  Court  to  prove  that  Dwyer 
was  a  villain,  beyond  all  example  of  atrocity. — I 
had  witnesses  in  Court  to  prove  that  Adams  was 
a  notorious  swindler,  and  that  Hyden  was  no 
better. — These  were  the  three  witnesses — indeed, 
almost  the  only  ones — against  me.—  But  the  form 
and  rules  of  Court  must  not  be  infringed  upon,  to 
save  an  unfortunate  individual  from  the  scaffold. 

"  I  called  those  witnesses  at  the  close  of  Mr. 
Adolphus's  address  to  the  Jury,  and  before  the 
Solicitor-General  commenced  his  reply;  but  the 
Court  decided  that  they  could  not  be  heard. 

"  Some  good  men  have  thought — and  I  have 
thought  so  too — that  before  the  Jury  retired,  all 
evidence  was  in  time,  for  either  the  prosecutor  or 
the  accused ;  and  more  particularly  for  the  latter ; 
nay,  even  before  the  verdict  was  given,  that  evi- 
dence could  not  be  considered  too  late.  Alas ! 
such  people  drew  their  conclusion  from  princi- 
ples of  justice  only;  they  never  canvassed  the 
rules  of  Court,  which  have  finally  settled  my 
unhappy  doom  ! 

"'  Many  people  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
barefaced  manner  in  which  I  was  plundered  by 
my  Lord  Sidmouth,  will,  perhaps,  imagine  that 
personal  motives  instigated  me  to  the  deed;  but 
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I  disclaim  them.  My  every  principle  was  for  the 
prosperity  of  my  country.  My  every  feeling — 
the  height  of  my  ambition — was  the  welfare  of 
my  starving  countrymen.  I  keenly  felt  for  their 
miseries ;  but,  when  their  miseries  were  laughed 
at,  and  when,  because  they  dared  to  express  those 
miseries,  they  were  cut  down  by  hundreds,  bar- 
barously massacred,  and  trampled  to  death;  when 
infants  were  sabred  in  their  mother's  arms,  and 
the  breast,  from  which  they  drew  the  tide  of  life, 
was  severed  from  the  parent's  body,  my  feelings 
became  too  intense,  too  excessive  for  endurance, 
and  I  resolved  on  vengeance — I  resolved  that  the 
lives  of  the  instigators  should  be  a  requiem  to 
the  souls  of  the  murdered  innocents. 

"  In  this  mood  I  met  with  George  Edwards. 
And  if  any  doubt  should  remain  upon  the  minds 
of  the  public,  whether  the  deed  I  meditated  was 
virtuous,  or  contrary,  the  tale  I  will  now  relate 
will  convince  them  that,  in  attempting  to  exercise 
a  power  which  the  law  had  ceased  to  have,  I  was 
only  wreaking  national  vengeance  on  a  set  of 
wretches  unworthy  the  name  or  character  of 
men. 

"  This  Edwards,  poor  and  pennyless,  lived 
near  Picket-street,  in  the  Strand,  some  time  ago, 
without  a  bed  to  lie  upon,  or  a  chair  to  sit  in. 
Straw  was  his  bed — his  only  covering  a  blanket ; 
but,  owing  to  his  bad  character,  and  his  swindling 
conduct,  he  was  driven  even  from  thence  by  his 
landlord. 

"  It  is  not  my  intention  trace  him  through  his 
immorality.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  was,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  a  villain  of  the  deepest  atro- 
city. His  landlord  refused  to  give  him  a  cha- 
racter. 

"  Some  short  time  after  this  he  called  upon  his 
landlord  again — but  mark  the  change  in  his  ap- 
pearance. Dressed  like  a  lord,  in  all  the  folly  of 
the  reigning  fashion,    he  now  described  himself 
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as  the  right  heir  to  a  German  Baron,  who  had 
been  some  time  dead,  and  stated  that  Lords 
Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth  had  acknowledged  his 
claims  to  the  title  and  property,  had  interfered  in 
his  behalf  with  the  German  government,  and 
supplied  him  with  money  to  support  his  rank  in 
society.  From  this  period  I  date  his  career  as  a 
Government  Spy. 

"  He  procured  an  introduction  to  the  Spenceans 
— by  what  means  I  am  not  aware  of — and  thus  he 
became  acquainted  with  the*  Reformers  in  ge- 
neral. 

"  When  I  met  with  Edwards  after  the  massacre 
at  Manchester,  he  described  himself  as  very  poor; 
and,  after  several  interviews,  he  proposed  a  plan 
for  blowing  up  the  House  of  Commons.  This 
was  not  my  view :  I  wished  to  punish  the  guilty 
only,  and  therefore  I  declined  it.  He  next  pro- 
posed that  we  should  attack  the  Ministers  at  the 
fete  given  by  the  Spanish  Ambassador.  This  I 
resolutely  opposed,  because  the  innocent  would 
perish  with  the  guilty ; — besides,  there  were 
ladies  invited  to  the  entertainment — and  I,  who 
am  shortly  to  ascend  to  the  scaffold,  shuddered 
with  horror  at  the  idea  of  that,  a  sample  of  which 
had  previously  been  given  by  the  Agents  of  Go- 
vernment at  Manchester,  and  which  the  Ministers 
of  his  Majesty  applauded. 

"  Edwards  was  ever  at  invention ;  and  at 
length  he  proposed  attacking  them  at  a  cabinet- 
dinner.  I  asked,  where  were  the  means  to  carry 
his  project  into  effect?  He  replied,  if  I  would 
accede,  we  should  not  want  for  means.  He  was 
as  good  as  his  word :  from  him  came,  notwith- 
standing his  apparent  penury,  the  money  provided 
for  purchasing  the  stores  which  your  Lordships 
have  seen  produced  in  Court  upon  my  trial. 

"  He  who  was  never  possessed  of  money  to  pay 
for  a  pint  of  beer,  had  always  plenty  to  purchase 
arms  or  ammunition.     Amongst  the  copspirators 
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he  was  ever  the  most  active  ; — ever  inducing 
people  to  join  him,  up  to  the  last  hour  ere  the 
undertaking  was  discovered. 

"  I  had  witnesses  in  Court  who  could  prove 
they  went  to  Cato-street  by  appointment  with 
Edwards,  with  no  other  knowledge  or  motive  than 
that  of  passing  an  evening  amongst  his  friends. 

"  I  could  also  have  proved  that  subsequent  to 
the  fatal  transaction,  when  we  met  in  Holborn, 
he  endeavoured  to  induce  two  or  three  of  my 
companions  to  set  fire  to  houses  and  buildings  in 
various  parts  of  the  metropolis. 

"  I  could  prove  that  subsequent  to  that  again, 
he  endeavoured  to  induce  men  to  throw  hand- 
grenades  into  the  carriages  of  ministers  as  they 
passed  through  the  streets  ;  and  yet  this  man,  the 
contriver,  the  instigator,  the  entrapper,  is  screened 
from  justice  and  from  exposure,  by  those  very 
men  who  seek  vengeance  against  the  victims  of 
his  and  their  villany. 

"  To  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  I 
cannot  impute  the  clearest  motives.  Their  object 
seems  to  me  to  have  been  rather  to  obtain  a 
verdict  against  me,  than  to  obtain  a  full  and  fair 
exposition  of  the  whole  affair  since  its  com- 
mencement. If  their  object  was  justice  alone, 
why  not  bring  forward  Edwards  as  a  witness,  if 
not  as*  an  accomplice  ;  but  no,  they  knew  that 
by  keeping  Edwards  in  the  background,  my  proofs 
— aye,  my  incontrovertible  proofs  of  his  being  a 
hired  spy,  the  suggestor  and  promoter — must, 
according  to  the  rules  of  court,  also  be  excluded. 
"  Edwards  and  his  accomplices  arranged  matters 
in  such  a  manner  as  that  his  services  might  be 
dispensed  with  on  the  trial,  and  thus  were  the 
Jury  cut  off  from  every  chance  of  ascertaining  the 
real  truth.  Adams,  Hyden,  and  Dwyer,  were  the 
agents  of  Edwards,  and  truly  he  made  a  most 
admirable  choice,  for  their  invention  seems  to  be 
inexhaustible. 

2  x 
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"  With  respect  to  the  immorality  of  our  project, 
I  will  just  observe,  that  the  assassination  of  a 
tyrant  has  always  been  deemed  a  meritorious 
action.  Brutus  and  Cassias  were  lauded  to  the 
very  skies  for  slaying  Caesar  ;  indeed,  when  any 
man,  or  any  set  of  men,  place  themselves  above  the 
laws  of  their  country,  there  is  no  other  means  of 
bringing  them  to  justice  than  through  the  arm  of 
a  private  individual.  If  the  laws  are  not  strong 
enough  to  prevent  them  from  murdering  the  com- 
munity, it  becomes  the  duty  of  every  member 
of  that  community  to  rid  his  country  of  its  op- 
pressors. 

"  High  treason  was  committed  against  the 
people  at  Manchester,  but  justice  was  closed 
against  the  mutilated,  the  maimed,  and  the  friends 
of  those  who  were  upon  that  occasion  indiscrimi- 
nately massacred.  The  Sovereign,  by  the  advice 
of  his  Ministers,  thanked  the  murderers,  while  yet 
reeking  in  the  blood  of  their  hapless  victims !  If 
one  spark  of  honour — if  one  spark  of  patriotism — 
had  still  glimmered  in  the  breasts  of  Englishmen, 
they  would  have  risen  to  a  man — for  Insurrection 
then  became  a  public  duty — and  the  Blood  of  tke 
Slain  should  have  been  the  watchword  to  ven- 
geance on  their  murderers.  The  banner  of  inde- 
pendence should  have  floated  in  the  gale  that 
brought  the  tidings  of  their  wrongs  and  their  suf- 
ferings to  the  metropolis  ! — Such,  however,  was 
not  the  case,  and  Albion  is  still  in  the  chains  of 
slavery — I  quit  it  without  regret — I  shall  soon  be 
consigned  to  the  grave — my  body  will  be  immured 
beneath  the  soil  whereon  I  first  drew  breath.  My 
only  sorrow  is,  that  the  soil  should  be  a  theatre 
for  slaves,  for  cowards,  for  despots. 

"  My  motives,  I  doubt  not,  will  hereafter  be 
justly  appreciated.  I  will  therefore  now  conclude 
by  stating,  that  I  shall  consider  myself  as  mur- 
dered, if  I  am  to  be  executed  on  the  verdict 
obtained  against  me,  by  the  refusal  of  the  court  to 
hear  my  evidence 
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"  I  could  have  proved  Dwyer  to  be  a  villain  of 
the  blackest  dye,  for,  since  my  trial,  an  accom- 
plice of  his,  named  Arnold,  has  been  capitally 
convicted  at  this  very  bar,  for  obtaining  money 
under  circumstances  of  an  infamous  nature. 

"  I  seek  not  pity — I  demand  but  justice  : — I 
have  not  had  a  fair  trial,  and,  upon  that  ground,  I 
protest  that  judgment  ought  not  to  be  passed 
against  me." 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  feelings  of 
horror  and  disgust  which  pervaded  the  mind  of 
every  individual  in  the  court  during  the  delivery 
of  this  most  treasonable  and  ferocious  harangue. — 
It  was  of  course  expected  that  the  wretched  cri- 
minals would  offer  something  in  extenuation  of 
the  crimes  of  which  they  had  been  convicted,  but 
it  could  never  have  been  conceived  that  any  man 
existed  so  deeply  depraved,  and  so  dreadfully 
hardened  in  crime,  as  to  venture  to  justify  pro- 
jects of  assassination,  and  to  propogate  doctrines 
of  treason  and  murder,  while  standing  as  it  were 
on  the  very  brink  of  eternity,  and  about  to  be 
ushered  into  the  presence  of  that  God  whom  he 
had  braved,  by  the  impious  and  inhuman  decla- 
rations to  which  he  had  just  given  utterance. 

Mr.  Shelton  next  addressed  himself  to  David- 
son, and  put  to  him  the  same  question  which  he 
had  put  to  Thistlewood.  Davidson  advanced, 
and  spoke  to  the  following  effect : 

"  My  Lords,  you  ask  me  what  I  have  to  say 
why  I  should  not  receive  judgment  to  die  for  what 
has  been  said  against  me  ?  I  answer  that  I  protest 
against  the  proceedings  in  this  trial  in  toto. 

"  In  the  first  place,  I  always  thought  that  in  a 
court  of  justice  the  balance  of  justice  was  held 
with  an  even  hand.  But  this  has  not  been  the 
case  with  me  ;  I  stand  here  helpless  and  friend- 
less.    I  endeavoured  to  shew  that  the  evidence 
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against  me  was  contradictory  and  incredible,  and 
1  hoped  I  had  made  an  impression  on  the  gentle- 
men in  the  box  ;  but  the  moment  I  was  done,  the 
Attorney-General  got  up,  and  told  them  that  the 
evidence  was  pure  and  uncontaminated,  and  to 
this  I  may  add,  that  Mr.  Baron  Garrow  almost 
insisted  that  they  should  pronounce  me  guilty. 

"  I  would  ask,  has  any  person  identified  me 
but  the  officers  ?  who,  every  one  knows,  have  at 
all  times  been  instrumental  in  the  death  of  inno- 
cent persons. 

"  I  do  not  now  plead  for  my  life ;  I  know  1 
must  fall  a  victim  to  the  vengeance  of  my  enemies. 
But  in  what  manner  have  I  been  guilty  of  High 
Treason?  It  would  seem  I  was  a  silent  spectator; 
none  of  the  witnesses  impute  to  me  a  single  obser- 
vation. Now  is  this  probable  ?  I  had  always  got 
a  great  deal  to  say  for  myself,  consequently  I  was 
not  the  person  who  would  stand  by  without  utter- 
ing a  word  ;  and  yet  such  has  been  the  testimony 
of  Adams. 

"Then,  with  regard  to  the  blunderbuss; — I 
have  already  explained  that  this  was  not  mine, 
and  that  I  acted  in  that  affair  entirely  as  the  agent 
of  Edwards.  I  have  also  declared  how  I  came 
by  the  sword,  and  I  now  declare  upon  my  soul, 
which  will  shortly  appear  before  its  Maker,  that  I 
never  made  any  blow  at  any  man,  or  discharged 
any  carbine. 

"  As  for  Munday,  the  man  who  swore  that  I  had 
a  long  sword,  with  a  pair  of  pistols  in  my  girdle, 
who  is  he  ?  He  is  a  poor  labouring  man  who  comes 
here  for  his  day's  pay  and  his  victuals,  to  swear 
away  the  life  of  a  fellow  creature,  and  to  support 
the  unfounded  charge  against  me  that  I  meant  to 
assassinate  his  Majesty's  Ministers. 

"  I  appeal  to  any  man,  whether  it  is  upon  such 
evidence  the  life  of  an  innocent  man  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed ?    But  even  supposing,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
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ment,  that  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  threatened,  it  did  not  follow  that  this  was  to 
extend  to  the  King  himself. 

"  In  a  passage  of  Magna  Charta,  it  was  ordained 
that  twenty-five  barons  should  be  nominated  to 
see  that  the  terms  of  the  charter  were  not  in- 
fringed ;  and,  if  it  was  found  that  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  guilty  of  such  infringement,  then 
four  barons  were  to  call  upon  them  for  redress. 
If  this  were  not  granted,  then  the  four  barons 
were  to  return  to  their  brethren,  by  whom  the 
people  were  to  be  called  together  to  take  up  arms, 
and  assert  their  rights.  Such  an  act  was  not  con- 
sidered in  old  times  as  an  act  of  treason  towards 
the  king,  however  hostile  it  might  be  towards  his 
ministers.     But  this  does  not  apply  to  me. 

"  I  had  no  intention  of  joining  in  any  scheme 
whatever,  either  to  put  down  my  King,  or  to 
murder  his  Ministers.  I  was  entrapped  by  Gold- 
worthy  and  Edwards,  in  order  for  some  private 
purposes  of  their  own,  that  they  might  have  my 
life  sworn  away. 

"  I  have  no  objection  to  tender  my  life  in  the 
service  of  my  country ;  but  let  me  at  least,  for  the 
sake  of  my  children,  save  my  character  from  the 
disgrace  of  dying  a  traitor.  For  my  children  only 
do  I  feel,  and  when  I  think  of  them  I  am  deprived 
of  utterance — I  can  say  no  more." 

James  Ings  was  next  asked  what  he  had  to 
say,  why  he  should  not  receive  judgment  to  die? 
He  replied — 

"  I  have  very  little  to  say.  My  abilities  will 
not  allow  me  to  speak.  If  Mr.  Edwards  had  not 
got  acquainted  with  me  I  should  not  be  here.  He 
came  to  me,  unfortunately  when  I  had  no  business, 
nor  no  means  of  getting  a  livelihood  for  my 
family.  I  entered  into  the  conspiracy  only  through 
him ;  and  it  was  only  necessity,  and  the  want  of 
the  means  to  support  my  wife  and  family  that 
brought  me  here. 
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"  It  is  only  through  Edwards  that  I  shall  lose 
my  life.  I  do  not  mind  dying,  if  you  will  let 
that  man  come  forward,  and  die  with  me  on  the 
scaffold.  It  was  through  hina  that  I  was  going 
to  do  that  which,  I  must  allow,  was  of  a  most 
disgraceful  and  inhuman  nature. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
conspire  together,  and  impose  laws  to  starve  me 
and  my  family  and  fellow-countrymen;  and  if  I 
was  going  to  assassinate  these  Ministers,  I  do 
not  see  that  it  is  so  bad  as  starvation,  in  my  opi- 
nion, my  Lord. 

"  There  is  another  thing,  my  Lord.  A  meeting 
was  called  at  Manchester,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  of  England,  for  which  our  fore- 
fathers died,  and  which  King  John  signed  in  the 
open  air.  This  meeting  was  called  under  the 
protection  of  that  law,  for  the  people  to  petition 
parliament  to  give  them  their  rights ;  but,  pre- 
vious to  the  business  of  the  meeting,  the  Man- 
chester yeomanry  rode  in  among  them,  and  cut 
down  men,  women,  and  children,  in  a  manner 
that  was  a  disgrace  to  the  very  name  of  English- 
men. These  yeomen  had  their  swords  ground 
beforehand  ;  and  I  had  a  sword  ground  also  :  but 
1  do  not  see  any  harm  in  that. 

"  I  shall  suffer,  no  doubt;  but  I  hope  my 
children  will  live  to  see  justice  done  to  their 
bleeding  country.  I  would  rather  die  like  a  man 
than  live  like  a  slave.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  the 
power,  gentlemen,  to  say  more ;  I  shall,  therefore 
withdraw." 

John  Thomas  Brunt  was  next  called  upon 
Be  came  forward  in  a  quick  and  rather  hurried 
manner ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  usual  interrogatory, 
addressed  himself  to  the  Court  in  a  firm  and  con- 
fident tone. 

He  said,  he  "  had  intended  to  have  written  the  ob- 
servations which  he  should  make,  but  he  had  not 
had  the  benefit  of  ink  and  paper.    He  would  repeat 
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what  he  had  before  stated  to  the  Jury  on  his 
trial,  which  had  been  so  ably  knocked  down  by 
the  Solicitor- General,  whose  sophisticated  elo- 
quence would  make  even  crime  a  virtue.  He 
then  proceeded  to  recapitulate  the  circumstances 
already  stated  by  him  in  his  defence.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  verdict ;  not  that  he  valued  his 
life.  No  man  valued  it  less  when  it  was  to  be 
sacrificed  in  liberty's  cause. 

"  Looking-  around  him  in  this  Court,  and  seeing 
the  sword  of  justice  and  the  inscriptions  which 
were  placed  on  the  walls  above  the  Learned 
Judges,  he  could  only  say,  that  he  felt  his  blood 
boil  in  his  veins  when  he  thought  how  justice  was 
perverted,  and  her  sacred  name  prostituted  to  the 
basest  and  vilest  purposes.  He  was  a  man  of  his 
word,  and  not  a  shuttlecock,  as  some  might  sup- 
pose. If  he  pledged  himself  once  to  destroy  a 
tyrant,  he  would  do  it. 

"  Edwards,  that  infamous  villain,  whom  the 
Solicitor-General  had  not  dared  to  bring  forward, 
had  preyed  on  his  credulity;  and  Adams  had 
betrayed  him.  Where  was  the  benefit  which  would 
result  to  Christianity  from  the  able  defence  made 
of  it  by  the  Solicitor-General  ?  What  was  Chris- 
tianity ?  Why,  did  its  doctrines  promulgate  so 
horrid  an  idea,  as  that  supposing  a  man  to  have 
been  a  Deist,  and  all  at  once  to  have  been  con- 
verted by  seeing  the  halter  staring  him  in  the 
face,  he  would,  therefore,  be  strengthened  by 
Almighty  God  to  become  a  villain  and  a  perjured 
betrayer  of  his  associates  ? 

"  That  this  was  the  case  with  Adams  was  evi- 
dent from  his  own  confession.  Was  this,  then, 
Christianity  ?  If  it  was,  he  prayed  God  he  might 
die  without  it ;  for  very  different,  indeed,  were 
the  ideas  he  had  formed  of  religion." 

The  prisoner  then  proceeded  to  attack  the 
character  of  the  witness,  Hale,  his  apprentice  ;  in 
which,  however,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  Lord 
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Chief  Justice,  who  said,  he  would  not  allow  per- 
sons and  witnesses  not  before  the  Court  to  oe 
vilified. 

Brunt  proceeded — "  He  had  antipathy  against 
none  but  the  enemies  of  his  country.  He  was  a 
friend  to  the  lower  orders,  and,  as  an  honest  man, 
had  a  fellow-feeling  for  his  countrymen,  who  were 
starving  through  the  conduct  of  Ministers.  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Lord  Sidmouth  had  an  antipathy 
against  the  people ;  and  if  he  did  conspire  to 
murder  them,  was  that  high  treason  ?  He  readily 
acknowledged  that  he  had  agreed  to  assassinate 
Ministers ;  but  he  denied  having  ever  conspired 
to  dethrone  or  injure  the  Monarch.  But,  if  re- 
sisting the  Civil  Power,  or  opposing  wicked 
Ministers,  was  treason,  then  he  confessed  he  was 
guilty.  He  was  no  traitor  to  his  country — he  was 
no  traitor  to  his  King ;  but  he  was  an  enemy  to  a 
boroughmongering  faction,  which  equally  enslaved 
both  the  King  and  the  people. 

"  The  happiness,  the  glory,  and  the  safety  of 
the  King,  depended  on  his  being  free  as  well  as 
his  people ;  but  this  was  not  the  case  now.  A 
faction  ruled  both  King  and  people  with  lawless 
sway.  He  had,  by  his  industry,  been  able  to 
earn  about  three  or  four  pounds  a  week ;  and, 
while  this  was  the  case,  he  never  meddled  with 
politics :  but,  when  he  found  his  income  reduced 
to  ten  shillings  a  week,  he  began  to  look  about 
him,  and  to  ask  to  what  could  that  be  owing  ? 
And  what  did  he  find  ?  Why,  men  in  power, 
who  met  to  deliberate  how  they  might  starve  and 
plunder  the  country.  He  looked  on  the  Man- 
chester transactions  as  most  dreadful,  and  thought 
that  nothing  was  too  severe  for  men,  who  had  not 
only  caused,  but  even  applauded,  the  dreadful 
scenes  which  occurred  there. 

"  With  pleasure  would  he  die  as  a  martyr  in 
liberty's  cause  for  the  good  of  his  country,  and,  to 
have  been  avenged  on  her  tyrants  would  have 
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given  him  pleasure  to  have  died  on  the  spot.  He 
was  not  a  traitor,  nor  a  friend  of  a  traitor,  and  it 
was  only  a  villain  who  could  call  him  so.  While 
a  nerve  of  his  body  could  move,  that  nerve  should 
and  would  be  exerted  against  the  enemies  of 
the  people. 

"  He  had  joined  the  conspiracy  for  the  public 
good.  He  was  not  the  man  who  would  have 
stopped.  O,  no;  he  would  have  gone  through 
with  it  to  the  very  bottom,  or  else  have  perished 
in  the  attempt.  Their  death  was  necessary  for 
the  public  good.  They  might  quarter  his  body — 
they  might  inflict  on  him  every  species  of  torture  ; 
but  they  could  not  shake  his  resolution,  nor  subdue 
his  spirit.  He  would  mount  the  scaffold  with 
the  same  firm  intrepidity  he  now  evinced,  and,  if 
his  life  was  called  for,  if  his  wife  was  to  be  made 
a  widow  and  his  child  an  orphan,  in  this  mighty 
cause  he  would  cheerfully  sacrifice  it  1" 

In  the  course  of  this  daring  address,  the 
wretched  man  had  worked  himself  up  to  a  de- 
gree of  passion  bordering  on  rage.  A  feeling 
of  horror  was  visible  in  the  face  of  all  within  his 
hearing,  whilst  the  unhappy  man  was  coldly  ex- 
plaining and  justifying  his  murderous  purposes. 

The  same  question  was  put  to  each  of  the  re- 
maining prisoners,  who  severally  returned 
answers  to  the  following  effect : 

Richakd  Tidd  said,  he  had  been  convicted  so 
late  last  night,  that  he  had  no  time  to  prepare 
a  written  address,  as  he  could  have  wished.  He 
denied  that  the  evidence  against  him  was  true, 
with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  gentleman  he 
saw  on  the  bench  (Captain  Fitzclarence) ;  and, 
as  for  shooting  him,  why  he  would  as  soon  have 
thought  of  shooting  his  own  father. 

James  Wilson  declared  that  he  had  been 
drawn  into  the  plot  by  one  of  the  witnesses 
(Adams)  who  appeared  against  him. 

2    Y 
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John  Harrison,  on  being  called  upon,  said 
My  Lord,  they  were  all  false  witnesses. 

Richard  Bradburn.—  The  evidence  of  Adam 
was  false. 

John  Shaw  Strange. — I  have  only  this  much 
to  say,  my  Lords,  that  the  evidence  of  Adams 
and  Hale  was  false,  and  that  they  are  perjured 
villains. 

James  Gilchrist  was  much  affected,  and 
some  time  elapsed  before  he  could  speak.  He 
said — 

"  My  Lords,  what  I  say,  I  shall  say  and  think 
as  in  the  presence  of  my  God.  I  knew  nothing 
of  the  business  until  four  o'clock  on  the  day  on 
which  it  took  place.  I  then  had  not  tasted  a 
morsel  of  food  the  whole  day.  [Here  the 
prisoner  burst  into  tears.]  I  then  went  to  a 
place  where  a  person  appointed  to  meet  me  at 
six  o'clock,  where  I  saw  four  or  five  men,  not  one 
of  whom  I  knew,  except  Cooper  ;  of  him  I  bor- 
rowed a  halfpenny,  to  buy  a  bit  of  bread.  I 
appeal  to  God  who  now  hears  me,  (casting  up 
his  eyes),  and  knows  that  this  is  true. 

"  I  went  into  the  room  at  Cato-street,  where 
I  found  a  number  of  men  eating  bread  and  cheese, 
which  they  cut  with  a  sword.  I  cut  some  for 
myself.  Seeing  so  many  men  and  arms,  I  was 
anxious  to  get  away,  but  Adams  stopped  me,  and 
brandishing  a  sword,  said,  '  If  any  man  attempts 
to  go  from  here,  I  will  run  him  through.'  An 
officer  then  came  in,  and  1  surrendered  without 
opposition. 

"  This  was  all  I  knew  of  the  business,  and  yet 
I  stand  here  convicted  of  high  treason.  I  have 
served  my  King  and  country  faithfully  for  twelve 
years,  and  this  is  my  recompense,  this  is  my 
recompense,  O  God  !"  [Here  the  prisoner  again 
burst  into  tears,  and  could  proceed  no  further.] 

Charles  Cooper  said,  My  Lords,  there  is  no 
evidence  to  convict  me  of  high  treason. 
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Gilchrist  came  again  to  the  bar,  and  said 
My  Lords,  I  have  no  objection  to  die ;  I  would 
willingly  resign  my  life  to  save  that  of  another. 
(It  was  not  known  to  whom  he  alluded).  He 
again  retired  from  the  bar  in  tears  as  before, 
and  continued  so  till  the  whole  of  the  prisoners 
were  removed  from  Court. 

Proclamation  was  now  made  by  the  Crier  that 
the  Judge  was  going  to  proceed  to  pass  sentence 
on  the  prisoners,  and  enjoining  strict  silence  in 
the  Court. 

The  Lord  Chief-Justice  Abbott,  having  put 
on  that  solemn  part  of  the  judicial  insignia,  the 
black  velvet  cap,  proceeded  to  his  awful  duty, 
and  thus  addressed  the  prisoners  :  — 

"  You,  Arthur  Thistle  wood,  James  Ings,  John 
Thomas  Brunt,  William  Davidson,  and  Richard 
Tidd,  have  been  severally  tried  and  convicted  of 
High  Treason,  in  Compassing  and  Levying  War 
against  his  Majesty. 

"  You,  James  Wilson,  John  Harrison,  Richard 
Bradburn,  John  Shaw  Strange,  James  Gilchrist, 
and  Charles  Cooper,  did  originally  plead  Not 
Guilty  to  the  same  indictment;  but,  after  the 
trial  and  conviction  of  the  preceding  prisoners, 
you  desired  to  withdraw  your  plea,  and  plead 
Guilty.  You  have  cast  yourselves  on  the  mercy 
of  your  sovereign ;  and  if  any  of  you  have  your 
lives  spared,  which  I  trust  will  be  the  case  with 
some  of  you,  I  hope  you  will  bear  in  mind  that 
you  owe  it  to  the  benignity  and  mercy  of  your 
sovereign,  and  to  some  of  those  public  officers 
whom  you  had  devoted  to  a  cruel  and  sudden 
death. 

His  Lordship  then  proceeded  with  his  address. 
"  Thistlewood,"  he  observed,  "  had  complained 
that  the  Court  had  refused  to  receive  the  testimony 
of  some  witnesses,  after  the  evidence  had  closed 
on  both  sides.     But  he  should  recollect  that  his 
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trial  was  conducted  according  to  the  law,  as  it 
had  been  administered  in  this  country  for  ages. 
The  witnesses  whom  he  proposed  to  call  were 
for  the  purpose  of  impugning  the  testimony  of  a 
man  of  the  name  of  Dwyer,  and  no  other.  His 
learned  counsel  had  previously  called  witnesses 
to  the  same  effect.  It  could  not  be  allowed  to 
him,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, to  do  more.  Indeed,  even  if  he  had 
been  allowed  so  to  do,  it  could  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  no  advantage,  because  his  case  did  not 
depend  upon  the  evidence  of  that  witness  alone. 
This  observation  was  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that 
in  subsequent  cases,  where  the  evidence  of 
Dwyer  was  altogether  omitted,  a  similar  verdict 
of  guilty  was  returned. 

"  Some  of  them  had  thought  fit  to  say  much  of 
the  character  of  a  person  who  had  not  appeared 
as  a  witness  upon  this  occasion.  The  Court 
could  proceed  only  upon  the  evidence  which  was 
brought  before  it.  Of  the  person,  therefore,  to 
whom  they  alluded,  or  of  the  practices  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty,  they  could  have  no  know- 
ledge. Upon  the  testimony,  however,  which  had 
been  adduced  against  them,  there  was  abund- 
antly sufficient  to  induce  a  Jury  of  their  coun- 
try to  come  to  a  conclusion,  that  the  whole  of 
them  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  crimes  im- 
puted in  the  indictment. 

"  From  all  that  had  appeared  in  the  course  ot 
these  trials,  as  well  as  from  much  of  that  which 
they  had  then  heard,  it  was  plain  to  see,  that 
they  did  not  embark  in  their  wicked  designs 
until  they  had  first  suffered  their  minds  to  be 
corrupted  and  inflamed  by  those  seditious  and 
irreligious  publications,  with  which,  unhappily 
for  this  country,  the  press  had  but  too  long 
teemed  He  did  not  make  these  remarks  to  ag- 
gravate their  guilt,  or  to  enhance  the  sufferings 
of  persons  in  their  situation.     He  made  them  as 
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a  warning  to  all  who  might  hear  of  their  unfor- 
tunate fate,  that  they  might  benefit  by  their 
example,  and  avoid  those  dangerous  instruments 
of  sedition,  by  which  their  hearts  and  minds 
were  inflamed,  and  by  which  they  were  drawn 
from  every  feeling  of  morality,  from  every  sense 
of  obligation  towards  their  Creator,  and  of  jus- 
tice towards  society. 

"  The  treason  of  which  they  were  charged, 
and  found  guilty,  was  that  of  compassing  and 
imagining  to  levy  war  against  his  majesty,  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  change  his  mea- 
sures and  Ministers ;  the  first  step  towards  ef- 
fecting which  was  to  have  been  the  assassination 
of  Ministers  themselves.  They  had  endeavoured 
now  to  complain  of  the  testimony  of  those  per- 
sons who  had  been  examined  as  witnesses  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution.  Some  of  them  wTere  ac- 
complices in  their  guilt. 

"  It  had  here  happened,  as  it  had  upon  other 
occasions,  that  the  principal  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  justice  were  partners  in  their  wicked- 
ness :  he  trusted  that  circumstance  would  have 
its  due  weight  and  consideration  with  all  those, 
who  became  acquainted  with  their  situation,  and 
with  the  circumstances  of  their  trial.  He  hoped 
that,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  personal  safety,  if 
they  could  not  be  restrained  by  any  other  con- 
sideration, they  would  abstain  from  evil  com- 
munications and  from  evil  connexions,  such  as 
had  brought  the  prisoners  to  the  unhappy  position 
in  which  they  stood. 

"  Some  of  them  had  avowed  their  intention  to 
have  taken  away  the  lives,  and  to  have  steeped 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  fourteen  persons,  to 
many  of  them  unknown.  It  was  without  a  pre- 
cedent to  see  Englishmen  laying  aside  their  na- 
tional character,  and  contriving  and  agreeing  on 
the  assassination,  in  cold  blood,  of  fourteen  in- 
dividuals,  who  had  never  offended  any  of  them. 
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This  was  a  crime  which  hitherto  was  a  stranger 
to  our  country,  and  he  trusted  it  would,  after 
the  melancholy  example  of  the  prisoners,  be 
unknown  amongst  us. 

"  It  now,"  he  said,  "  only  remained  for  him  to 
pass  upon  them  the  awful  sentence  of  the  law; 
but  before  he  did  so,  he  exhorted  them,  he  im- 
plored them,  to  employ  the  time  yet  left  to  them 
in  this  life  in  endeavouring,  by  prayer,  to  obtain 
mercy  from  that  Almighty  Power  before  whom 
they  would  shortly  appear.  The  mercy  of  hea- 
ven might  be  obtained  by  all  those  who  would 
unfeignedly,  and  with  humility,  express  contrition 
for  their  offences,  and  seek  that  mercy  through 
the  merits  of  their  blessed  Redeemer." 

This  awful  appeal,  delivered  by  the  judge  in 
the  most  impressive  manner,  was  wholly  lost  on 
Thistlewood,  who,  with  apparent  careless  indif- 
ference, pulled  out  his  snuff-box,  some  of  the 
contents  of  which  he  took,  casting  his  eyes  round 
the  court,  as  if  he  were  entering  a  theatre.  His 
indifference  was  the  more  conspicuous  when  con- 
trasted with  the  solemn  manner  in  which  the 
Lord  Chief- Justice  addressed  the  prisoners. 

His  Lordship  continued. 

"  Whether  the  prisoners  would  profit  by  the 
advice  which  he  thus  sincerely  gave  them  he 
could  not  say,  but  he  once  again  begged  that 
they  might  not  allow  themselves  to  be  led  away 
by  such  feelings  and  opinions  as  seemed  hitherto 
to  have  influenced  them. 

"  He  had  now  to  pronounce  upon  them  the 
sentence  of  the  law,  which  was — 

"  That  you,  and  each  of  you,  be  taken  from 
hence  to  the  gaol  from  whence  you  came,  and 
from  thence  that  you  be  drawn  upon  a  hurdle 
to  a  place  of  execution,  and  be  there  hanged  by 
the  neck  until  you  be  dead ;  and  that  afterwards 
your  heads  shall  be  severed  from  your  bodies, 
and  your  bodies  be  divided  into   four  quarters, 
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to  be  disposed  of  as  his  majesty  shall  think  fit. 
And  may  God  of  his  infinite  goodness  have 
mercy  upon  your  souls  !" 

The  crier  said  aloud,  "  Amen!"  in  which  he 
was  joined  by  many  in  the  Court,  who  were 
deeply  affected  by  his  Lordship's  address. 

4 

The  prisoners  were  then  removed  from  the 
bar;  some  of  them,  particularly  Thistlewood, 
Brunt,  and  Davidson,  appearing  to  be  wholly  un- 
concerned at  the  awful  sentence  which  had  been 
passed  upon  them,  and  the  whole  of  them  evincing 
great  firmness  and  resignation. 

Tidd  complained  of  the  immense  weight  of 
his  irons,  when  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  with  that 
humanity  and  feeling  which  had  characterized 
his  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  this  arduous 
and  painful  business,  said  he  was  sure  the  gaoler 
would  grant  the  prisoner  every  indulgence  con- 
sistent with  his  safety. 


352  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY 


PREPARATIONS  FOR  THE  EXECUTION. 

AND 

CONDUCT  OF  THE  PRISONERS. 


The  public  anxiety  had  been,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  more  than  usually  excited  during 
the  trials  of  the  conspirators,  and  much  curiosity 
was,  of  course,  felt  as  what  would  be  the  final 
result,  and  on  what  particular  day  the  unhappy, 
deluded  wretches,  would  surfer  the  last  dreadful 
sentence  of  the  law.  The  public  suspense  was, 
however,  terminated  on  Saturday,  the  day  after 
the  passing  sentence  of  death,  when  his  Majesty 
held  a  Privy  Council,  at  which  Newman  Knowles, 
Esq.,  the  Common-Serjeant  of  London,  (in  the 
absence  of  the  Recorder  through  indisposition,) 
was  admitted  into  the  presence  of  the  King,  to 
make  a  Report  of  the  persons  convicted  of  the 
crime  of  High  Treason  before  the  Special  Com- 
missioners, in  which  the  Learned  Serjeant  was 
assisted  by  the  Judges  present,  who  tried  the 
prisoners.  The  Council,  at  which  his  Majesty  was 
present,  assembled  at  two  o'clock,  and  continued  in 
deliberation  till  near  four ;  and,  after  the  Report 
had  been  received,  the  Council  proceeded  to 
deliberate  upon  the  fate  of  the  prisoners;  and 
upon  the  period  when  it  might  be  proper  the 
execution  should  take  place. 

It  was  at  length  determined,  with  a  view  to 
render  the  examp!e  more  imposing,  and  to  mark 
the  sense  which  was  entertained  of  the  atrocious 
offence  of  which  the  wretched  culprits  were  found 
guilty,  to  order  them  for  execution  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  ;  and  that  Thistlewood,  Brunt, 
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Inos,  Davidson,  and  Tidd,  should  be  the  suf- 
ferers. But  that  part  of  the  sentence  which 
directed  that  their  bodies  should  be  quartered 
was  remitted. 

The  sentence  of  death  on  Harrison,  Wilson, 
Cooper,  Strange,  and  Bradburn,  was  com- 
muted to  transportation  for  life,  in  conformity 
with  the  implied  pledge  which  they  received  when 
they  agreed  to  plead  Guilty  to  the  indictments ; 
and  Gilchrist  was  respited,  without  mention  of 
the  commutation  of  punishment 

Mr.  Brown,  the  Governor  of  Newgate,  received 
the  warrant  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and, 
accompanied  by  the  Under- Sheriff,  immediately 
went  to  the  condemned  room,  in  which  were 
sitting  those  who  were  ordered  for  execution, 
attended  by  eight  officers. 

When  he  entered,  they  rose  in  the  most  re- 
spectful manner.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Re- 
corder's warrant,  of  the  contents  of  which  they 
appeared  conscious.  A  dead  silence  prevailed  ; 
but  there  was  not  the  slightest  agitation  observ- 
able in  the  countenances  or  manner  of  any  one  of 
the  prisoners. 

Mr.  Brown  addressed  them  in  the  following- 
words  : — "  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  communicate 
to  you,  that  I  hold  the  Recorder's  warrant  for  the 
execution  of  you,  Thistlewood,  Ings,  Brunt,  Da- 
vidson, and  Tidd,  on  Monday  morning.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  the  short  time  you  have  to  remain 
in  this  world  will  be  employed  by  you  in  making 
preparation  for  that  to  which  you  are  going." 

Thistlewood  immediately,  .and  in  the  calmest 
manner,  said — "The  sooner  we  go,  Sir,  the  better. 
Our  wish  is  to  die  as  soon  as  possible."  The 
others  expressed  the  same  sentiments. 

Mr.  Brown. — "  If  any  of  you  wish  to  have  the 
assistance  of  a  clergyman  of  any  persuasion, 
during  your  preparation,  let  mc  know  it,  and  I 
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shall  apply  to  the  authority  by  which  I  am  con- 
vinced you  will  not  be  refused." 

Not  a  word  was  uttered  by  any  one  of  the 
prisoners. 

Mr.  Brown  then  said,  "  Let  me  entreat  70a 
with  effect  to  give  up  your  thoughts  to  the  :on 
templation  of  the  change  which  you  are  about  to 
undergo.  Your  time  in  this  life  is  very  short ; 
devote  it  to  repentance,  and  prayer  to  that  Being 
who  will  not  desert  you  at  the  moment  of  fatal 
separation." 

The  prisoners  did  not  speak,  nor  make  any 
sign. 

Mr.  Brown  then  left  the  room,  and  the  miser- 
able men  turned  to  the  conversation  in  which  they 
had  been  engaged  before  he  entered,  without 
any  reference  to  the  tidings  they  had  just  heard. 

Upon  going  to  the  condemned  room  where  the 
six  conspirators  who  pleaded  guilty  were  confined 
Mr.  Brown  observed  a  very  striking  contrast  tc 
the  scene  which  he  had  just  quitted,   as  far  as 
regarded    Strange,  Bradburn,  Cooper,  and  Gil 
christ. 

He  entered  with  the  Recorder's  warrant  in  his 
hand,  which  contained  cheering  intelligence  to 
them.  Strange,  Bradburn,  Cooper,  and  Gilchrist, 
seemed  struck  with  consternation ;  but  Harrison 
and  Wilson  shewed  no  symptoms  of  agitation,  but 
appeared  rather  to  despise  than  to  pity  the 
deplorable  condition  of  their  companions,  and 
uttered  not  a  word  expressive  of  hope  or  fear. 

Mr.  Brown  then  informed  them,  that  mercy  had 
been  extended  to  them,  and  that  their  lives  were 
spared. 

Srange,  Cooper,  Bradburn,  and  Gilchrist,  imme 
diately  fell  on  their  knees,  and,  after  a  pause,  gave 
utterance  to  incoherent  and  unintelligible  expres- 
sions of  gratitude.     Harrison  and  Wilson  still  re- 
maining silent,  and  apparently  unmoved. 

Mr.  Brown  said,  "  I  have  now  to  show  you  the 
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dark  side  of  the  picture.  Your  unfortunate  mi- 
serable companions  in  crime  who  were  tried,  are 
ordered  for  execution  on  Monday  morning ;  and 
you,  Harrison,  Wilson,  Cooper,  Strange,  and 
feradburn,  are  transported  for  life."     • 

Wilson,  who  before  had  appeared  perfectly  cal- 
lous, now  exclaimed,  "  Ah  !  our  poor  friends ;  I 
am  indeed  sorry  for  them."  Harrison  said  no- 
thing ;  the  others  were  too  much  occupied  with 
the  joy  of  their  own  escape  to  bestow  a  thought 
upon  those  who  were  to  forfeit  their  lives. 

Mr.  Brown  said,  "  There  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable circumstances  attending  your  cases  that 
ever  took  place  upon  any  occasion ;  and,  if  you 
have  any  feeling,  it  must  make  a  deep  and  indelible 
impression  upon  you.  Those  very  persons  against 
whose  lives  your  hands  were  about  to  be  raised, 
are  the  men  by  whose  intercession  your  lives  have 
been  saved." 

After  Mr.  Brown  had  performed  so  much  of  his 
painful  task,  he  proceeded  to  another  step,  which 
excited  in  the  breast  of  some  of  the  prisoners  a 
strong  feeling  of  irritation,  namely,  to  place  them 
in  separate  condemned  cells. 

Thej-  had  entertained  a  hope  that  they  would 
be  permitted  to  spend  the  last  few  hours  of  their 
life  together,  mutually  to  cheer  each  other  by 
their  example,  and  to  obtain  those  consolations 
which  the  society  of  friends  in  so  melancholy  a 
situation  must  necessarily  produce.  Mr.  Brown, 
however,  had  received  his  instructions,  and  was 
bound  to  attend  to  them,  although  he  might  him- 
self have  been  anxious  to  grant  them  every  in- 
dulgence consistent  with  their  safety. 

The  five  unhappy  men,  whose  hours  were  now 
numbered,  were  each  removed  to  the  place  ap 
pointed,  and  were  still  accompanied  by  two  of  the 
under  turnkeys. 

The  reason  assigned  for  this  arrangement,  was 
the  existence  of  a  spirit  of  hardihood  among  the 
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unfortunate  men,  which,  while  they  remained  to- 
gether, seemed  but  to  increase. 

In  the  early  part  of  Saturday,  they  had  been  vi- 
sited by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Cotton  (the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate),  and  exhorted  by  him  to  have  re- 
course to  those  prayers  which  had  been  so  strongly 
and  humanely  recommended  by  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice.  They  were,  however,  deaf  to  his  en- 
treaties, and  conjointly  told  him,  that  however 
much  they  respected  his  motives,  still  that  their 
minds  were  made  up  on  religious  subjects ;  they 
were  Deists,  and  therefore  not  inclined  to  join  in 
that  form  of  appeal  to  Heaven,  which,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  sacred  functions,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary  to  suggest.  Mr.  Cotton  finding  that  his  ar- 
guments were  productive  of  no  good  effect,  left 
them  with  regret. 

He  repeated  his  visits  during  the  afternoon,  but 
with  as  little  success,  and  then  determined  not  to 
renew  his  solicitations  for  some  hours,  which 
would  allow  time  for  quiet  reflection,  concluding 
that  while  their  minds  were  in  a  state  of  irrita- 
tion, he  was  still  less  likely  to  open  their  hearts 
to  that  contrite  feeling,  from  which  he  could  alone 
hope  to  bring  them  to  a  true  sense  of  their.situa- 
tion. 

On  Sunday  morning  he  re-commenced  his  pious 
labours,  and  on  entering  their  cells,  repeated  his 
former  arguments  ;  but  they  again  repeated  their 
disbelief  in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  refused 
through  his  mediation  to  seek  pardon  of  their  of- 
fended Maker. 

Davidson  alone  listened  with  attention,  and  he 
at  length  begged  Mr.  Cotton  to  procure  him  a 
Wesleyan  minister.  His  wish  was  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Brown,  who,  in  the  course  of  the 
morning  attended  at  Whitehall,  and  reported 
the  circumstance.  The  Wesleyan  minister  se- 
lected by  Davidson,  was  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Iiennett,  who,  it  seems,  had  been  a  journeyman 
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tailor,  and  had  sometimes  preached  among  the 
Wesleyans ;  Davidson's  selection  of  him  on  this 
occasion,  was  founded  on  some  slight  knowledge 
of  him.  As  this  man,  however,  was  in  a  situa- 
tion in  life  not  well  adapted  to  reveal  the  holy 
tenets  of  salvation  to  a  dying  man,  it  was  thought 
prudent  to  decline  introducing  him  to  the  pri- 
soner. 

In  the  course  of  Sunday,  a  most  decided  change 
took  place  in  Davidson's  manner  and  conduct, 
and  having  been  induced  to  abandon  his  wish  of 
receiving  spiritual  comfort  from  the  Wesleyan 
minister,  it  was  suggested,  that  if  he  desired  it, 
he  should  have  a  regular  clergyman  of  any  per- 
suasion he  might  think  fit.  On  hearing  this  pro- 
position again  repeated  to  him,  the  rays  of  Chris- 
tianity, burst,  as  it  were,  through  his  dungeon's 
gloom,  and  he  immediately  requested  the  spiritual 
consolation  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Cotton.  That 
gentleman  visited  him  immediately,  and  continued 
to  attend  him,  and  to  administer  all  the  consola- 
tion in  his  power  to  the  wretched  man,  up  to  the 
last  moment  of  his  life  The  unhappy  Davidson 
also  begged  to  be  favoured  with  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  as  he  was  anxious  to  write  to  Lord  Har- 
rowby,  towards  whom  he  continued  to  express 
the  warmest  respect.  This  request  was  granted, 
and  he  wrote  a  letter  of  some  length,  (see  p.  410) 
which  he  sealed,  and  which  was  afterwards  given 
to  Mr.  Under-Sheriff  Turner,  to  be  delivered. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  the  heart-rending  scene 
of  introducing  the  families  of  the  wretched  men 
to  take  a  last  farewell,  was  gone  through. 

Thistlewood's  interview  with  his  wife  and  son 
was  truly  affecting;  and  the  scenes  exhibited  in 
the  other  cells  were  of  the  most  agonizing  de- 
scription. The  unfortunate  children,  capable  of 
understanding  the  situation  of  their  unhappy  pa- 
rents, were  convulsed  with  sorrow.  The  strongest 
feelings    of  commiseration  were    excited  in  the 
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minds  of  those  whose  painful  duty  it  was  to  be 
present. 

Brunt  formed  a  solitary  exception  to  this  re 
mark.  His  composure  on  taking  leave  of  his  wife 
was  of  the  most  extraordinary  description:  he 
expressed  himself  in  the  most  unmoved  manner, 
and  declared  that  the  day  of  his  execution  would 
be  to  him  the  happiest  of  his  life. 

The  solemn  service  of  the  condemned  sermon, 
usually  preached  in  the  chapel  at  Newgate,  to 
repentant  criminals,  who  are  about  to  expiate 
their  crimes  with  their  blood,  was  on  this  occa- 
sion, reluctantly  dispensed  with.  The  miserable 
malefactors  had  so  decidedly  pronounced  them- 
selves Deists,  and  (with  the  exception  of  David- 
son, and  even  he,  until  Sunday,  had  fully  con- 
curred with  them)  had  evinced  in  all  parts  of 
their  conduct  so  awful  a  disregard  of  the  precepts 
of  Christianity  and  disbelief  in  its  divine  origin, 
as  to  excite  an  apprehension  that  their  blasphemous 
principles  would  manifest  themselves  in  some 
dreadful  act  of  infidelity  during  divine  service ;  it 
was  therefore  thought  more  prudent  to  omit  the 
ceremony  altogether,  than  to  subject  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  holy  religion  to  public  insult  by 
avowed  and  hardened  infidels ;  and  this  determi- 
nation was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  miserable 
beings  themselves,  who  had  boasted  of  being  im- 
penetrable to  repentance,  and  determined  to  end 
the  brief  remnant  of  their  days  in  the  same  horrid 
anti-christian  principles  which  they  had  throughout 
professed. 

In  the  course  of  Sunday,  Alderman  Wood 
called  twice  upon  Mr.  Brown,  and  requested  to 
be  introduced  to  the  prisoners.  Mr.  Brown  said 
he  would  willingly  have  complied  with  the  worthy 
Alderman's  request,  but  his  instructions  were, 
not  to  permit  any  person  to  have  intercourse  with 
the  unhappy  men,  save  their  families,  unless  under 
the  sanction  of  an  order  from   the  Privy  Council. 
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Mr.  Alderman  Wood  then  begged  that  he  would 
carry  to  the  prisoners  three  written  questions, 
and  obtain  the  answers ;  but  this  also  Mr.  Brown 
refused,  upon  the  principle  of  the  strict  perform- 
ance of  his  duty. 

During  nearly  the  whole  of  Sunday  night,  the 
deluded  malefactors,  who  were  attended  by  the 
city  constables,  slept  soundly,  and  were  only 
awakened  by  the  unbarring  of  their  cell  doors,  to 
admit  the  Reverend  Ordinary.  He  found  them 
in  their  separate  cells,  and  went  to  each,  urging 
every  pious  argument  to  reclaim  them  to  the  paths 
of  Christianity. 

On  Thistlewood,  Tidd,  Ings,  and  Brunt,  how- 
ever, his  arguments  were  unavailing ;  but  on  Da- 
vidson his  endeavours  were  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, and  in  the  most  fervent  manner  this  unfor- 
tunate man  joined  in  prayer  with  Mr.  Cotton  for 
mercy  at  the  hands  of  his  Redeemer. 

The  cells  in  which  these  delinquents  were 
confined,  though  separated  by  strong  walls  of 
stone,  were  not  sufficiently  detached  to  prevent 
them  from  speaking  to  each  other,  and  Ings, 
speaking,  during  the  night,  of  the  approaching 
awful  exhibition  they  were  to  make,  remarked 
to  one  of  his  companions,  with  savage  disap- 
pointment, "  that  there  would  be  plenty  of  per- 
sons present;  but  d — n  the ,  they  had    no 

pluck."  Indeed,  it  seemed  impossible  to  divert 
the  mind  of  this  wretched  man  from  the  original 
object  by  which  he  had  been  actuated ;  he  often 
made  declarations  of  the  most  terrific  nature,  and, 
amongst  others,  "he  wished  that  his  body  might 
be  conveyed  to  the  King,  and  that  his  Majesty, 
or  his  cooks,  might  make  turtle- soup  of  it !" 

At  five  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  Mr.  Cotton 
went  again  to  the  gaol,  and  proceeded  to  the 
condemned  cells  with  the  hallowed  elements  of 
the  sacrament,  which  was  administered  to  and 
received   by  Davidson   with  the  utmost  devotion 
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The  Reverend  Gentleman  offered  the  same 
means  of  redemption  to  the  other  culprits,  who, 
however,  were  immutable  in  their  infidelity. 

Brunt  partook  of  the  wine  offered  to  him,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  drinking  the  Kings  health, 
which  he  appeared  to  do  cordially.  Davidson 
also  drank  the  King's  health,  and  joined  fervently 
in  the  prayer  for  him  and  the  Royal  Family, 
which  is  in  the  established  Church  Service 

At  six  o'clock  breakfast  was  ordered  for  the 
wretched  men,  and  all  but  Davidson  expressed 
a  desire  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  breakfast 
together.  It  was  known,  however,  that  they 
wished  to  arrange  and  mature  what  each  should 
say  upon  the  scaffold,  and  therefore  Mr.  Brown 
most  prudently  refrained  from  complying  with 
this  request. 

"While  these  occurrences  were  taking  place 
within  the  gaol,  the  exhibition  without  was  not 
destitute  of  interest;  and  the  arrangements 
making  among  the  persons  whose  official  duties 
connected  them  with  the  final  execution  of  the 
law,  were  of  the  highest  importance. 

The  Sunday  papers  had  announced  the  period 
fixed  for  the  execution,  and  as  this  was  ac- 
companied by  a  speculation  that  a  scaffold  was 
to  be  erected  on  the  top  of  the  prison,  upon  which 
the  ignominious  sentence  was  to  be  performed, 
thousands  of  persons  flocked  towards  the  Old 
Bailey,  and  continued  to  do  so  during  the  day, 
assembling  in  groups  for  information,  and  not 
unfrequently  indulging  in  language  disgraceful  to 
themselves,  and  alarming  to  those  who  felt 
anxious  for  the  peace  of  the  metropolis.  Among 
these  persons  were  many  who  had  long  been 
known  as  the  constant  attendants  at  those  factious 
meetings,  the  repetitions  of  which  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  so  much  mischief. 

On  Saturday  evening,   Mr.    Sheriff  Rothwell 
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and  Mr.  Under-sheriff  Turner,  had  waited  on 
Lord  Sidmouth  to  arrange  the  mode  in  which  the 
execution  should  take  place.  The  plan  at  first 
proposed  of  erecting  a  scaffold  on  the  top  of  the 
prison  at  the  end  near  Newgate-street,  was  then 
considered  and  abandoned,  Lord  Sidmouth  being 
of  opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  de- 
parting from  the  form  customary  on  like  oc- 
casions ;  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Sheriff  Roth- 
well,  it  was  further  resolved  to  dispense  with 
that  part  of  the  sentence  which  directed  that 
the  culprits  should  be  drawn  on  a  hurdle  to  the 
place  of  execution,  in  consideration  of  the  great 
inconvenience  that  might  arise  in  conveying  them 
along  the  streets  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
adopted  on  former  occasions,  namely,  from  the 
court-yard  in  front  of  the  Sessions-house  to  the 
scaffold. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell  and  Mr. 
Under-Sheriff  Turner,  from  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  their  final  instructions,  they 
directed  Mr.  Montague,  one  of  the  surveyors  of 
public  buildings  in  the  city,  to  make  the  neces- 
sary arrangements  for  resisting  the  pressure  of 
the  crowd  which  was  anticipated,  and  for  enlarg- 
ing the  ordinary  scaffold  to  such  a  size  as  would 
admit  of  the  performance  of  the  more  awful 
part  of  the  ceremony — that  of  decapitating  the 
criminals. 

To  effect  these  works,  a  great  number  of 
men  were  suddenly  called  into  requisition,  and 
during  the  whole  of  Sunday  they  were  actively 
engaged. 

The  addition  to  the  scaffold  was  made  in  the 
Court-yard  in  front  of  the  Sessions-house,  and 
the  loud  strokes  of  the  carpenters'  hammers  soon 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  passengers,  hundreds 
of  whom  mounted  upon  the  wall  to  view  what 
was  going  forward.  The  confusion  created  at 
this  spot  induced  Mr.  Montague  to   send   to  the 
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Lord  Mayor  for  the  aid  of  some  constables,  and 
in  a  short  time  the  City  Marshal,  arrived  at  the  head 
of  several  officers.  The  crowd  was  immediately 
removed  from  the  wall,  and  order  was  restored 

Curiosity  was  next  directed  to  the  workmen  at 
the  ends  of  the  various  avenues  leading  to  the 
Old  Bailey,  across  which  strong  posts  and  rails 
were  erected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  the 
distant  crowd  from  throwing  the  whole  of  their 
weight  on  those  in  front,  and  thereby  preventing 
that  confusion  and  danger  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  incurred,  and  which  was  productive 
of  such  melancholy  consequences  at  the  execution 
of  Holloway  and  Haggerty,  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Steel* 

There  were  double  rows  of  rails  across  the  top 
of  the  Old  Bailey,  across  Newgate-street,  Gilt- 
spur-street,  Skinner-street,  Fleet-lane,  and  in  fact 
at  the  mouth  of  every  approach  to  the  prison. 

In  the  course  of  Sunday  morning  Mr.  Sheriff 
Roth  well  and  Mr.  Under- Sheriff  Turner  held  a 
consultation  with  the  Lord  Mayor,  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  applying  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  to  direct  the  attendance  of  a 
military  force,  not  alone  in  the  prison,  but  in  its 
immediate  vicinity. 

The  result  of  their  deliberations  was,  that  such 
an  application  was  highly  proper ;  and  accordingly 
Mr.  Turner  was  despatched  to  Whitehall,  with  a 
letter  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  intimating  the  wish  of 
the  Lord  Mayor.  In  consequence  of  this  appli- 
cation, in  the  course  of  the  afternoon  one  hundred 
men  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  gaol  of  New- 
gate, and  a  detachment  of  fifty  was  quartered  in 
Giltspur-street  Compter. 

Other  detachments  were  on  duty  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  prison.  In  fact,  every  possible 
precaution  was  adopted  to  prevent  disturbance  or 
disorder. 


*  See  Newgate  Calendar,  Vol.  3. 
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As  the  evening  advanced,  the  throng  in  front  of 
the  prison  increased,  and  at  eight  o'clock  the  pres- 
sure was  so  great,  that  it  required  the  utmost 
exertions  of  the  constables  on  duty  to  prevent 
the  interruption  of  the  workmen.  Thousands 
of  all  ranks  and  ages  congregated  in  front  of  the 
gaol. 

The  scaffold  had  been  brought  forth  from  the 
Court-yard,  and  the  carpenters  were  busily  em- 
ployed in  erecting  the  additional  platform,  which 
was  ten  feet  square,  and  constructed  with  great 
solidity.  They  continued  their  operations  by 
torch-light,  which  seemed  as  it  were  but  to  make 
"  darkness  visible,'"  and  considerably  enhanced 
the  solemnity  of  the  scene. 

Such  was  the  anxiety  of  some  to  witness  the 
execution,  that  they  literally  determined  to  remain 
in  the  neighbourhood  all  night,  and  thousands 
sacrificed  their  natural  rest  to  the  gratification  ot 
their  curiosity. 

The  windows  of  the  houses  in  the  Old  Bailey 
and  the  streets  adjacent,  commanding  a  view  of 
the  scaffold  were  let  out  at  exorbitant  prices. 
The  sums  demanded  for  a  view  from  the  windows 
were  from  ten  shillings  to  two  guineas,  but  even 
at  these  prices  there  was  a  superabundance  of  ap- 
plicants. 

Very  early  on  Monday  morning,  the  bar,  which 
had  previously  been  bounded  but  by  one  rank  of 
spectators,  was  enclosed  by  a  second,  and  the 
assembling  populace  soon  began  to  assume  the 
appearance  of  a  crowd.  They  stood  in  immense 
masses  by  the  time  the  clock  struck  five. 

An  idea  partially  prevailed,  that  the  area  imme- 
diately without  the  rail  which  encompassed  the 
scaffold,  where  on  ordinary  occasions  spectators 
are  allowed  to  stand,  would  be  cleared  out  when 
the  constables  arrived,  and  this  induced  many  to 
take  their  stations  beyond  the  first  barrier.     This 
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apprehension  turned  out  to  be  well-founded ;  and, 
at  a  quarter  past  five,  those  who  had  been  for 
hours  clinging  to  the  inner  rail  were  obliged  reluct- 
antly to  abandon  the  situations  in  which  they 
had  proposed  to  witness  the  execution.  No 
exceptions  were  made ;  and  none  but  officers,  and 
those  engaged  to  assist  in  the  preparations,  were 
suffered  to  remain.  Compelled  to  retire  from  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  scaffold,  they  attempted 
to  take  up  a  position  beyond  the  first  rail,  but 
they  were  again  disappointed,  and  the  officers  still 
pressed  on  them  till  they  had  retreated  beyond 
the  second  bar,  which  was  placed  at  the  very 
extremity  of  the  Old  Bailey,  on  a  line  with  New- 
gate-street. 

The  lamp-iron  which  is  fixed  in  the  wall  of  the 
prison  between  the  corner  of  the  street  and  the 
Debtor's  door  had  been  climbed  by  three  persons, 
and  that  at  the  corner  was  taken  possession  of  in 
the  same  way.  Both  were  now  relieved  from  the 
the  load  which  thev  had  sustained  for  hours.  The 
pump,  and  the  lamps  above  it,  were  crowded  to 
an  extraordinary  degree.  The  situation  appeared 
one  of  danger,  but  those  who  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  ascend  it  were  suffered  to  remain. 

When  the  crowd  had  passed  the  second  bar 
(that  which  crossed  the  road  from  the  end  of  New- 
gate-street), it  was  immediately  lined  with  con- 
stables. In  the  opposite  direction,  a  similar  course 
was  taken,  and  a  bar  erected  a  little  below  the 
Felons'  door  precluded  on  that  side  any  closer 
approach. 

An  extensive  area  was  thus  taken  from  the 
ground  which  the  populace  on  ordinary  occasions 
are  suffered  to  occupy.  The  precautions  adopted 
on  this  occasion  greatly  surpassed  those  resorted 
to  on  that  of  Bellingham's  execution ;  but  placards 
like  those  then  addressed  to  the  populace,  warning 
them  of  the  danger  of  pressing  forward  too  eagerly, 
from  the  tBOie  efficient  measures  taken  to  guard 
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against  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  were  thought 
unnecessary. 

Between  five  and  six  o'clock  a  great  quantity 
of  sawdust  was  brought  out  and  deposited  beneath 
the  scaffold  on  which  the  decollations  were  to  be 
performed.  It  was  shortly  afterwards  transferred 
to  the  top  of  it,  and  at  the  same  time  black  cloth 
was  brought,  and  the  scaffold  erected  in  the  rear 
of  the  drop  was  completely  covered  with  it.  The 
posts  which  sustained  the  chains  above  it  received 
the  same  sable  attire ;  and  while  these  prepara- 
tions were  in  progress,  every  avenue  leading  into 
the  Old  Bailey  was  carefully  secured  by  strong 
wooden  rails  fixed  across,  and  guarded  by  con 
stables. 

At  twenty  minutes  before  six,  a  party  of  the 
Foot  Guards  (sixty-one  in  number)  came  out  of 
the  prison  by  the  felons'-door;  they  passed  down 
Brown's-yard,  opposite  Newgate,  where  they 
were  ordered  to  remain  till  their  services  should 
be  required.  At  the  same  time,  a  detachment 
moved  down  Newgate-street  towards  the  City,  to 
secure  the  peace  of  the  metropolis,  should  it  be 
in  any  manner  threatened. 

Before  six  o'clock,  the  City-Marshals  arrived  ; 
and  Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell  made  his  appearance 
at  the  same  moment.  He  was  not  accompanied 
by  his  colleague,  the  Junior  Sheriff.  He  carefully 
inspected  the  preparations  for  the  awful  business 
of  the  morning.  The  crowd,  before  repressed 
beyond  the  felons'-door,  were  about  this  time 
compelled  to  move  still  lower  down  towards 
Lud  gate-hill. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  also  arrived  on  the  spot 
very  early  in  the  morning ;  and,  on  first  going 
into  Mr.  Brown's  office,  expressed  considerable 
indignation  at  his  not  being  suffered  to  commune 
with  the  convicts  when  he  called  at  Newgate  on 
Sunday ;  stating  that  the  gaol  was  no  longer 
under  the  direction  of  the  city,  but  under  that  of 
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Lord  Sidmouth,  orders  having  been  issued  from 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  to  suffer  no  one  to 
see  these  convicts,  unless  by  a  properly  authenti- 
cated order. 

At  six  o'clock  the  constables  assembled  in  im- 
mense numbers,  and  the  firemen  from  the  different 
insurance-offices  were  among  them. 

Shortly  after  six,  the  City- Marshal  called 
over  the  names  of  the  officers  in  attendance 
from  the  different  City  wards.  This  done,  they 
were  formed  into  several  parties,  and  its  proper 
station  was  assigned  to  each. 

At  this  time  the  Lord-Mayor  attended,  and,  ac- 
companied by  the  City-Marshal  superintended  the 
whole  of  the  arrangements. 

During  the  time  occupied  by  the  preparations 
above  described,  the  conduct  of  the  countless 
thousands  assembled  on  this  awfully  interesting 
occasion  was  peaceable  in  the  extreme.  Curiosity 
seemed  powerfully  excited ;  but  no  political  feeling- 
was  manifested  by  any  part  of  the  crowd,  and 
they  awaited  the  termination  of  the  dreadful  scene 
in  silence.  Sometimes  a  low  murmur  ran  through 
the  expecting  multitude,  as  some  new  object  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings  was  pressed  on  their 
attention ;  but  it  was  a  murmur  of  surprise  or  of 
interest,  which  never  took  the  tone  of  clamorous 
disapprobation. 

For  a  rescue — if  it  was  ever  contemplated — all 
hopes  of  accomplishing  it  must  have  been  annihi- 
lated by  the  precautions  we  have  enumerated. 
The  powerful  force  assembled  on  the  spot  must 
have  convinced  the  most  frantic  Radicals  that  all 
resistance  was  vain,  and  escape  on  failure  impos- 
sible, 

It  was  generally  reported  that  the  execution 
would  take  place  an  hour  before  the  usual  time  of 
execution.  At  a  quarter  before  seven,  the  per- 
sons accommodated  at  the  top  of  the  prison  were 
observed  to  retire  from  the  front  of  the  building. 
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This,  in  consequence  of  the  rumour  just  alluded 
to,  caused  it  to  be  generally  surmised  that  the 
prisoners  were  about  to  be  led  out  immediately. 
The  rumour,  however,  proved  to  be  unfounded. 

At  seven  o'clock,  the  crowd  which  was  collected 
about  the  prison,  in  every  avenue  leading  to  it,  or 
commanding  the  most  distant  glimpse  of  its  walls, 
was  beyond  all  calculation ;  but  still  there  was  not 
the  least  appearance  of  disorder.  In  fact,  such 
were  the  formidable  preparations  to  preserve  the 
peace,  that  no  possible  alarm  could  exist.  In  the 
event  of  a  riot,  however,  the  Lord  Mayor  was 
prepared  with  large  boards  on  poles,  ready  to  be 
used,  should  it  become  necessary  to  read  the  Riot 
Act.  They  were  brought  within  the  rail  which 
enclosed  the  gallows ;  and  bills  were  immediately 
nailed  to  them,  containing,  in  large  characters, 
the  following  words : 

THE  RIOT-ACT  HAS  BEEN  READ. 
DISPERSE  IMMEDIATELY. 

These  were  then  laid  down  on  each  side  of  the 
debtors'-door.  Of  course  they  were  not  exhibited 
to  the  populace,  being  only  prepared  to  be  used 
in  case  of  necessity,  that,  if  unhappily  it  should 
become  the  duty  of  the  civil  authorities  to  have 
recourse  to  so  strong  a  measure,  it  might  be  im- 
possible for  the  multitude  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
peril  to  which  they  would  be  exposed  by  neg- 
lecting to  yield  prompt  obedience  to  the  mandate. 

A  party  of  the  Life  Guards  was  stationed  to- 
wards the  lower  end  of  the  Old-Bailey,  and  a 
small  detachment  appeared  at  the  end  next  St. 
Sepulchre's  Church.  On  a  sudden  a  loud  noise 
attracted  the  attention  of  every  one ;  this  was 
caused  by  the  awkward  situation  in  which  a 
person  had  placed  himself,  who,  having  got  within 
the  second  bar,  had  clambered  up  against  one  of 
the  houses,  where  the  constables,  who  felt  it  their 
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duty  to  remove  him,  could  not  get  at  him.  He 
was  at  length  pulled  down  by  the  heels,  amidst 
the  boisterous  laughter  of  the  crowd,  who  in  this 
manifested  all  the  thoughtlesss  levity  of  a  common 
mob — a  levity  not  unlike  that  described  by  the  un- 
fortunate Hackman  to  have  preceded  the  execu- 
tion of  Dr.  Dodd*. 

Several  persons  of  distinction — among  others 
some  military  officers  of  rank — arrived  in  the 
course  of  the  morning,  and  Mr.  Brown,  the  gaoler, 
afforded  them  accommodation  in  his  house.  They 
took  their  places  at  the  drawing-room  windows, 
and  were  thus  enabled  to  command  an  excellent 
view  of  the  whole  melancholy  scene. 

Shortly  after  seven  o'clock,  the  executioner 
made  his  appearance  on  the  drop,  and  placed  the 
steps  by  which  he  was  to  ascend  to  tie  the 
sufferers  to  the  fatal  beam.  The  saw-dust,  which 
had  been  previously  collected  in  two  small  heaps 
on  the  second  scaffold,  was  now  spread  over  the 
boards. 

The  coffins  were  then  brought  out,  and  placed 
on  the  saw-dust,  the  foot  of  each  being  put  so  as 
nearly  to  touch  the  platform,  from  which  those 
who  were  to  fill  them  were  to  be  launched  into 
eternity.  They  had  no  lids  on  them.  The  coffin 
of  Thistlewood  was  first  lifted  out.  The  third 
coffin  brought  out  appeared  longer  than  the 
others,  and  was  supposed  to  be  intended  for 
Davidson,  who  was  the  tallest  man ;  but  this 
conjecture  proved  erroneous. 

The  persons  employed  to  bring  the  coffins  swept 
out  the  large  one,  and  then  proceeded  to  throw 
saw-dust  into  them,  that  the  blood  of  the  sufferers 
might  not  find  its  way  through. 

The  block  was  now  brought  up,  and  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  first  coffin.  Most  of  the  specta- 
tors were  surprised  at  the  shape  of  the  block,  as, 

#  See  Newgate  Calendar,  Vol.  2. 
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instead  of  presenting  a  flat  surface,  it  was  slanted 
off,  so  that  the  top  of  it  was  quite  sharp. 

The  awful  moment  was  now  rapidly  approach- 
ing- when  the  ill-fated  men  were  to  be  removed 
to  another  world.  Each  of  them  conversed 
freely  with  the  officers  who  had  them  in  charge, 
and  severally  declared  that  moment  to  be  the  hap- 
piest of  their  lives. 

Davidson  alone  continued  to  pray  fervently  to 
the  moment  of  his  removal ;  but  the  others  seemed 
perfectly  unmoved  by  their  approaching  fate. 

The  six  prisoners  who  had  received  the  royal 
clemency,  had  been  previously  removed  to  another 
part  of  the  prison,  under  the  care  and  superin- 
tendence of  a  turnkey. 

The  four  before-mentioned,  vis.  Strange,  Cooper, 
Bradburn,  and  Gilchrist,  continued  to  express 
themselves  in  the  most  grateful  and  enthusiastic 
terms,  that  their  lives  had  been  saved  through  the 
kind  and  benevolent  interposition  of  those  illus- 
trious personages  whose  lives  were  intended  to  fall 
sacrifices  to  their  diabolical  project;  but  Wilson 
and  Harrison  persisted  in  the  most  obstinate  in- 
difference to  the  mercy  which  had  been  so  gra- 
ciously extended  towards  them.  During  the 
night  and  morning,  they  became  excessively 
uneasy;  and,  while  they  wept  for  the  ignominious 
fate  of  their  companions,  they  expressed  a  wish 
that  they  might  have  been  participators  in  its 
consequences,  horrible  as  they  were. 

About  half-past  seven  o'clock,  the  Sheriffs, 
Under-Sheriffs,  several  young  noblemen,  and  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  walked  in  the  procession 
(as  is  usual)  through  the  various  passages  in 
Newgate,  till  they  arrived  at  the  door  of  the  con- 
demned cells,  which  comes  into  the  press-yard. 
The  unhappy  criminals,  since  receiving  sentence 
of  death,  had  been  confined  in  the  lower  ward  of 
the  prison  assigned  to  capital  convicts. 

Thistlewood  came  out  of  the  condemned  cell 

3  ii 
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first;  he  bowed  to  the  Sheriffs  and  gentlemen 
present;  he  looked  very  pale,  he  cast  up  his 
eyes,  and  said,  "  It  appears  fine."  He  displayed 
uncommon  firmness,  and  held  out  his  hands  for 
the  assistant  executioner  to  tie  them.  He  observed 
to  the  persons  near  him,  that  he  never  felt  in 
better  spirits  in  the  course  of  his  life.  He  was 
attired  in  the  same  apparel  that  he  wore  during 
his  trial.  The  composure  he  exhibited  was 
striking ;  but  there  was  nothing  like  bravado  or 
carelessness.  He  now  advanced  to  the  block  to 
have  his  irons  knocked  off;  and,  while  the  turnkey 
was  in  the  act, 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  advanced  to  Thistlewood, 
and  said,  "  Thistlewood,  I  wish  you  to  give  me 
an  answer  to  two  or  three  questions." 

Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell — "  Mr.  Alderman,  I  must 
interfere.  I  am  sure  you  have  had  quite  expe- 
rience enough  of  magisterial  duties  to  know,  that 
on  a  solemn  occasion  of  this  kind,  you  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  a  prisoner  on  the  point  of 
death." 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood — "  You  prevented  me,  Mr. 
Sheriff,  from  entering  Newgate  yesterday,  to 
obtain  the  information  I  am  now  about  to  seek. 
You  have  no  authority  to  prevent  me  from  now 
having  it,  as  the  gaol  is  this  day  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Lord  Sidmouth ;  and  I  must  persist 
in  obtaining  answers  to  my  questions,  if  the  pri- 
soner chooses  to  give  them." 

Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell — "  I  cannot  suffer  you  to 
disturb  the  quiet  of  this  unhappy  man's  mind  at 
this  awful  moment,  Mr.  Alderman.  I  must,  by 
virtue  of  my  office,  interfere,  and  prevent  you 
from  doing  any  thing  which  can  have  a  ten- 
dency to  distract  the  mind  of  a  man  in  his  awful 
situation — one  who  is  indeed  dead  in  law." 

Mr.  Sheriff  Parkins' — "  I  must  insist  on  the 
Worthy  Alderman's  being  permitted  to  put  any 
question  he  pleases,  unless  the  prisoner  objects. 
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I  now  authorise  Alderman  Wood  to  put  whatever 
questions  he  wishes." 

Mr.  Sheriff  Rothivell — "  Well,  I  must  again 
object.     I  think  it  highly  improper. " 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood — "  I  have  the  questions 
here  written  down,  and  I'll  put  them  to  you. 
Thistlewood,  when  did  you  first  become  ac- 
quainted with  Edwards  ?" 

Thistlewood — "  About  June  last." 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood — "  Where  did  you  become 
acquainted  with  Edwards  ?" 

Thistlewood — "  At  Preston's." 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  who  did  not  appear  to  have 
heard  the  final  letter,  said,  "  At  Preston,  in  Lan- 
cashire V 

Thistlewood — "  No :  at  Preston's,  the  shoe- 
maker." 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood — "  Did  he  ever  give  you  any 
money  ?" 

Thistlewood — "  Yes,  I  had  a  little  from  him,  a 
pound-note  at  a  time." 

The  Worthy  Alderman  wrote  down  the  answers 
he  had  received  to  his  questions. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Rothwell  appeared  extremely  angry 
at  the  course  taken  by  the  Worthy  Alderman, 
while  his  colleague,  Mr.  Sheriff  Parkins,  expressed 
his  warm  approbation  of  it. 

Tidd  next  made  his  appearance ;  he  came  out 
of  the  cell  into  the  Press-yard  with  an  air  of 
assumed  gaiety.  He  smiled  during  the  time  he 
was  being  pinioned,  and  continued  quite  cheerful 
during  the  time  his  irons  were  knocking  off.  The 
moment  his  legs  were  free  from  their  burden,  he 
ran  towards  Thistlewood,  who  had  taken  a  seat 
on  a  bench  (placed  in  the  yard  for  the  purpose), 
and  said,  "  Well,  Mr.  Thistlewood,  how  do  you 
do  r"  and  they  shook  hands  most  heartily.  This- 
tlewood said,  "  He  was  never  better. "  Tidd 
conversed  in  the  most  gay  and  cheerful  manner 
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with  the  turnkey,  while  he  was  driving  the  rivets 
out  of  his  irons,  and  composedly  assisted  the 
man  in  taking  them  off. 

Ings  then  came  out  of  the  cell,  and  danced  as 
he  came  down  the  steps  along  the  yard.  He  was 
dressed  in  his  usual  clothes  as  a  butcher,  a  rough 
pepper-and-salt  coloured  worsted  jacket,  and  a 
dirty  cap.  During  the  time  his  hands  were  being- 
tied  he  became  thoughtful,  afterwards  he  seemed 
hurried  and  in  great  mental  pain ;  but  before  his 
irons  were  knocked  off  he  began  to  laugh  and 
shout,  and  afterwards  took  a  seat  by  the  side  of 
his  fellow- sufferers. 

Brunt  was  then  brought  into  the  Press-yard ; 
he  was  perfectly  composed,  but  looked  round 
eagerly  to  see  his  wretched  companions.  He 
nodded  to  them,  and  then  held  out  his  hands  to 
have  them  tied.  He  said  nothing  during  the  time 
he  was  being  pinioned  and  having  his  irons  taken 
off;  but  afterwards  he  addressed  Thistlewood, 
Tidd,  and  Ings ;  he  told  them  to  keep  up  their 
spirits,  and  to  one  of  his  companions  he  said, 
"  All  will  soon  be  well." 

Davidson  was  then  brought  out  of  his  cell ;  he 
seemed  a  little  affected  at  the  sight  of  his  compa- 
nions, but  soon  regained  that  composure  which 
he  evinced  during  the  trials.  His  lips  moved; 
but  he  did  not  betray  much  anxiety  till  his  irons 
were  knocked  off.  He  then  looked  wildly  at  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  and  appeared  to  be  in  prayer, 
very  devoutly ;  the  others  declared  they  were 
about  to  die  in  peace  with  all  mankind,  but  that 
they  had  all  made  up  their  minds  on  religious 
matters,  and  were  determined  to  die  Deists. 

Davidson  took  the  sacrament  in  the  morning  at 
six  o'clock,  from  Mr.  Cotton,  and  prayed  most 
fervently.  He  also  joined  the  Rev.  Gentleman 
in  a  prayer  for  the  prosperity  of  his  Majesty 
King  George  IV.,  though  he  avowed  he  had  not 
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the  same  feeling  for  his  ministers.  A  glass  of 
wine  was  offered  to  Thistlewood,  who  politely 
refused.     Tidd  and  Brunt  took  a  glass  each. 

The  irons  of  the  culprits  were  then  knocked  off 
in  succession.  Thistlewood  requested  Mr.  Cotton 
to  speak  to  him,  but  for  no  other  motive  than  to 
request  he  would  observe  his  conduct  had  been 
manly,  and  to  state  that  he  was  perfectly  happy, 
and  died  in  peace  with  God. 

Even  to  the  last  moment,  the  attentions  of  the 
Reverend  Ordinary  to  the  four  men  whom  we 
have  pointed  out  were  unavailing:  to  every  re- 
monstrance he  offered,  the  only  answer  was,  they 
wanted  no  assistance  of  his,  their  minds  were 
perfectly  made  up  on  religious  subjects,  and  they 
believed  they  should  receive  mercy  at  the  hands 
of  God. 

When  the  awful  ceremony  of  pinioning  the  cul- 
prits by  the  yeoman  of  the  halter  was  concluded, 
they  each  shook  hands,  and  most  fervently  ex- 
claimed, "  God  bless  you."  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Cotton  then  began  to  read  the  burial  service,  com- 
mencing at  the  words  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and 
the  life,"  $-c,  and,  the  arrangements  being  com- 
pleted, the  procession  advanced  through  the  dark 
passages  of  the  gaol,  led  by  the  Sheriffs  and 
Under- Sheriffs.  The  Reverend  Mr.  Cotton  moved 
first, 

Thistlewood  followed,  with  his  eyes  fixed,  as 
it  were,  in  abstract  thought,  and  apparently  lost 
to  his  situation.  A  vacant  and  unmeaning  stare 
pervaded  his  countenance,  which  seemed  un- 
moved by  the  devotions  of  the  pious  Ordinary. 

Tidd  walked  next,  and  although  somewhat 
affected  by  his  situation,  his  manner  was  collected, 
manly,  and  unaffectedly  firm. 

Ings  came  next,  and  was  laughing  without 
reserve,  and  used  every  forced  effort  to  subdue 
the  better  feelings  of  nature,  which  might  remind 
him  of  his   awful    situation ;    his    conduct    was 
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more  like  a  delirium  of  fear   than   an  effect  of 
courage. 

Brunt,  in  fixed  and  hardened  obduracy  of  mind, 
next  advanced,  and  with  a  sullen  and  morose  air 
of  indifference  surveyed  the  officers  who  were 
conducting  him  to  his  fate. 

The  unhappy  Davidson  came  last,  with  clasped 
hands  and  uplifted  eyes,  praying  most  devoutly; 
and  the  officers  of  the  gaol  closed  the  mournful 
procession. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Lodge,  from  which  the 
Debtors'-door  leads  to  the  scaffold,  a  moment's 
pause  took  place,  while  the  dreadful  parapher- 
nalia of  death  were  adjusted  without.  Thistle- 
wood,  who  stood  first,  clasped  his  lips,  and  with 
a  frown  surveyed,  from  the  door-vay  in  which  he 
stood,  the  awful  preparations  for  his  fate. 

The  Under- Sheriff,  at  this  period  stepped  into 
the  road  from  the  Governors  house,  to  ascertain 
how  far  the  preparations  had  proceeded.  Every 
thing  seemed  to  be  completely  arranged.  A 
party  of  the  Horse-Guards  seemed  about  to  pass 
the  barrier  beyond  which  they  had  previously 
been  stationed,  but  they  did  not  persevere,  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  penetrating  the 
crowd. 

The  persons  who  had  previously  retired  from 
he  front  of  the  prison  now  (at  twenty  minutes 
oefore  eight)  returned  to  their  old  places  on  the 
lop  of  it.  This,  with  other  circumstances  just 
particularized,  announced  that  the  culprits  were 
about  to  be  conducted  to  the  scaffold. 

The  re-appearance  of  the  executioner,  and  the 
solemn  sound  of  the  bell,  removed  all  doubt  on 
the  subject.  Every  one  felt  that  the  awful 
moment  was  at  hand;  and  the  assembled 
thousands  stood  uncovered  in  silent,  breathless, 
expectation. 

Those  opposite  the  prison  saw  in  the  next 
moment   the   procession  from  the  interior  of  it 
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reach  the  door  through  which  the  culprits 
were  to  pass  to  expiate  their  crimes  with  their 
blood. 

The  Ordinary  ascended  the  platform,  and  at  a 
quarter  before  eight  Thistlewood  made  his  ap- 
pearance on  the  scaffold.  His  step  faultered  a 
little  as  he  mounted  the  platform,  and  his  coun- 
tenance was  somewhat  flushed  and  disordered 
on  being  conducted  to  the  extremity  of  the  drop. 
His  deportment  was  firm,  and  he  looked  round  at 
the  multitude  with  perfect  calmness.  He  had 
an  orange  in  his  hand.  On  the  cap  being  placed 
on  his  head,  he  desired  that  it  might  not  be  put 
over  his  eyes.  While  the  executioner  was 
putting  the  rope  round  his  neck,  a  person  from 
the  top  of  the  houses  exclaimed,  "  Good  Al- 
mighty bless  you."  Thistlewood  nodded.  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Cotton,  by  whom  he  was  prtr 
ceded,  endeavoured  to  obtain  his  attention  •  bu 
he  shook  his  head,  and  said,  '•  No,  no."  He 
looked  round  repeatedly,  as  expecting  to  re- 
cognise some  one  in  the  crowd,  and  appeared 
rather  disconcerted  at  observing  the  distance 
to  which  the  populace  were  removed. 

Some  of  those  to  whom  the  face  of  Thistlewood 
was  not  familiar,  imagined  that  he  gave  proofs 
of  the  fear  of  death  upon  the  scaffold,  but  in  this 
supposition  they  were  much  mistaken.  At  the 
moment  that  he  has  been  heard  uttering  his 
dangerous  politics  in  safety,  and  declaring  his 
determination  to  stand  or  fall  by  them,  the  ex- 
pression of  his  features  was  the  same ;  and 
Thistlewood  with  the  rope  round  his  neck  was 
the  same  Thistlewood  that  appeared  so  con- 
spicuous at  Smithfield. 

Mr.  Cotton  approached  him  while  the  ex- 
ecutioner was  making  his  awful  arrangements, 
and  spoke  to  him  upon  the  subject  of  his  thoughts 
of  hereafter.  Thistlewood  shook  his  head,  and 
said    lie    required   no    earthly    help    upon    that 
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subject.  He  then  sucked  his  orange,  and, 
looking  down  at  the  officers  who  were  collected 
about  the  scaffold,  said,  in  a  firm  voice,  "  I  have 
but  a  few  moments  to  live,  and  I  hope  the  world 
will  be  convinced  that  I  have  been  sincere  in  my 
endeavours,  and  that  I  die  a  friend  to  liberty.0 

The  figure  of  the  miserable  man,  which  natu- 
rally was  not  good,  had  undergone  a  change  for 
the  worse :  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  the 
rope  with  which  his  arms  were  fastened  behind, 
his  shoulders  were  raised  to  a  degree  that  closely 
approached  deformity.  The  executioner  having 
placed  the  cap  upon  his  head,  and  fastened  the 
rope  round  the  beam,  looked  towards  the  Sheriff 
as  a  signal  that  his  duties  towards  Thistlewood 
were  completed. 

While  the  executioner  was  performing  his  last 
offices  without  to  this  wretched  man,  the  scene 
within  the  Lodge  was  almost  beyond  the  power 
of  description.  The  dreadful  obduracy  of  Brunt 
and  Ings  filled  with  horror  the  small  assemblage 
of  persons  among  whom  they  stood. 

Ings,  with  a  hardihood  almost  indescribable, 
sucked  an  orange,  with  which  Sheriff  Parkins  had 
provided  him,  as  well  as  all  the  other  prisoners, 
and  sung,  or  rather  screamed,  in  a  discordant 
voice,  "  Oh  !  give  me  death  or  liberty  !"  Brunt 
rejoined,  "  Aye,  to  be  sure.  It  is  better  to  die 
free,  than  to  live  slaves  ." 

A  gentleman  in  the  Lodge  admonished  them  to 
consider  their  approaching  fate,  and  to  recollect 
the  existence  of  a  Deity,  into  whose  supreme 
presence  a  few  minutes  would  usher  them. 

Brunt  exclaimed,  "  I  know  there  is  a  God !" 
and  Ings  added,  "  Yes,  to  be  sure ;  and  I  hope 
he  will  be  more  merciful  to  us  than  they  are  here." 

Tidd,  who  had  stood  in  silence,  was  now  sum- 
moned to  the  scaffold.  He  shook  hands  with  all 
but  Davidson,  who  had  separated  himself  from 
the  rest. 
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Ings  again  seized  Tidd's  hand  at  the  moment 
he  was  going  out,  and  exclaimed,  with  a  burst  oi 
laughter,  "  Give  us  your  hand  !  Good-bye  !" 

A  tear  stood  in  Tidd's  eye,  and  his  lips  invo- 
luntarily muttered,  "  My  wife  and \" 

Ings  proceeded — "  Come  my  old  cock-o'-wax, 
keep  up  your  spirits ;  it  all  will  be  over  soon." 

Tidd  immediately  squeezed  his  hand,  and 
ran  towards  the  stairs  leading  to  the  scaffold. 
In  his  hurry,  his  foot  caught  the  bottom  step,  and 
he  stumbled.  He  recovered  himself,  however,  in 
an  instant,  and  rushed  upon  the  scaffold,  where 
he  was  immediately  received  with  three  cheers 
from  the  crowd,  in  which  he  made  a  slight  effort 
to  join. 

The  applause  was  evidently  occasioned  by  the 
bold  and  fearless  manner  in  which  the  wretched 
man  advanced  to  his  station.  He  turned  to  the 
crowd  who  were  upon  Snow-hill,  and  bowed  to 
them.  He  then  looked  down  upon  the  coffins* and 
smiled,  and  turning  round  to  the  people  who  were 
collected  in  the  Old-Bailey  towards  Ludgate-hill, 
bowed  to  them.  Several  voices  were  again  heard, 
and  some  in  the  crowd  expressed  their  admira- 
tion of  Tidd's  conduct. 

The  rope  having  been  put  round  his  neck,  he 
told  the  executioner  that  the  knot  would  be  better 
on  the  right  than  on  the  left  side,  and  that  the 
pain  of  dying  might  be  diminished  by  the  change. 
He  then  assisted  the  executioner,  and  turned 
round  his  head  several  times  for  the  purpose  of 
fitting  the  rope  to  his  neck.  He  afterwards  fami- 
liarly nodded  to  some  one  whom  he  recognised  at 
a  window,  with  an  air  of  cheerfulness.  He  also 
desired  that  the  cap  might  not  be  put  over  his 
eyes,  but  said  nothing  more.  He  likwise  had  an 
orange  in  his  hand,  which  he  continued  to  suck 
most  heartily.  He  soon  became  perfectly  calm, 
and  remained  so  till  the  last  moment  of  his  life. 

In  the  interim,    Davidson,   who  hau  not   yet 
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come  out,  leaned  with  his  back  against  a  dresser 
in  the  lodge,  and  continued  with  his  hands  clasped, 
praying  in  the  most  fervent  manner,  and  calling 
with  unfeigned  and  unreserved  piety  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Redeemer.  Brunt  and  Ings,  how- 
ever, persevered  in  the  same  hardihood  that  they 
had  manifested  throughout,  and  continued  vent- 
ing their  thoughts  in  unreserved  ejaculations. 

A  humane  individual  who  stood  by  remon- 
strated with  Brunt  again,  and  besought  him  to 
ask  pardon  of  God. 

Brunt,  with  a  fierce  and  savage  air,  surveyed  his 
adviser  contemptuously,  and  exclaimed,  "  What 
have  I  done  ?  I  have  done  nothing  !  What  should 
I  ask  pardon  for?"  The  stranger  rejoined,  "  So 
you  say,  Brunt;  but  if  you  have  ever  injured  any 
man,  or  done  any  thing  which  your  conscience 
tells  you  is  wrong,  ask  pardon  of  God,  penitently 
and  .sincerely,  and  you  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
obtain  mercy." — Brunt  replied,  "  I  die  with  a 
perfectly  clear  conscience.  I  have  made  my 
peace  with  God,  and  I  never  injured  no  man." 
The  stranger  proceeded,  "  Believe  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ !"  Brunt  surveyed  his  humane  ad- 
viser again,  and  muttered,  "  My  mind  is  made 
up." 

"  Well  done,  Brunt !"  exclaimed  Ings,  and  was 
again  proceeding  to  sing, 

"  Oh  give  me  death  or  liberty," 

when  he  was  summoned  to  the  scaffold.  He 
turned  to  Brunt,  and,  with  a  smile  on  his  counte- 
nance, shook  hands  with  him,  and  prepared  to 
go.  While  the  hatch  was  opening,  he  exclaimed, 
with  a  loud  voice,  "  Remember  me  to  King 
George  the  IVth  ;  God  bless  him,  and  may  he 
have  a  long  reign."  He  now  recollected  that  he 
had  some  clothes  left  behind,  which  he  requested 
might  be  given  to  his  wife.  The  wretched  man 
had  thrown  off  the  clothes  in  which  he  had  been 
tried,  and  had  put  on  an  old  butcher's  jacket,  de- 
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termining,  as  he  said,  "  that  Jack  Ketch  should 
have  no  coat  of  his." 

While  he  stood  on  the  edge  of  the  steps,  at 
the  door  of  the  gaol,  he  said  to  Davis,  one  of  the 
turnkeys,  "  Well,  Mr.  Davis,  I  am  going  to  find 
out  this  great  secret,"  and  then  springing  upon 
the  scaffold,  exclaimed,  "  Good-bye !  Gentlemen. 
Here  goes  the  remains  an  unfortunate  man." 

He  rushed  to  the  platform,  upon  which  he  leaped 
and  bounded  in  the  most  frantic  manner.  Then 
turning  himself  round  towards  Smitlmeld,  and 
facing  the  very  coffin  that  was  soon  to  receive  his 
mutilated  body,  he  raised  his  pinioned  hands,  in 
the  best  way  he  could,  and  leaning  forward  with 
savage  energy,  roared  out  three  distinct  cheers  to 
the  people,  in  a  voice  of  the  most  frightful  and 
discordant  hoarseness.  But  these  unnatural  yells 
of  desperation,  which  were  evidently  nothing  but 
the  ravings  of  a  disordered  mind,  or  the  ebulli- 
tions of  an  assumed  courage,  struck  the  majority 
of  the  vast  multitude  who  heard  them  with 
horror. 

Turning  his  face  towards  Ludgate-hill,  he  bowed, 
and  cried  out,  "  This  is  going  to  be  the  last  re- 
mains of  James  Ings,"  and  shouted  out  part  of  the 
song  in  which  the  words  Death  or  Libert?/  are  in- 
troduced. He  laughed  upon  looking  at  the  coffins, 
and  said,  turning  his  back  to  them,  "  I'll  turn  my 
back  upon  death ! — Is  this  the  gallows  they  always 
use  ?     Those  coffins  are  for  us,  I  suppose." 

Tidd,  who  stood  next  to  him,  and  had  the  mo- 
ment before  been  in  conversation  with  Thistle- 
wood,  turned  about,  and  said,  "  Don't,  Ings. 
There  is  no  use  in  all  this  noise.  We  can  die 
without  making  a  noise."  Ings  was  silent  for  a 
few  moments;  but  as  the  executioner  approached 
him  with  the  rope,  he  called  out,  "  Do  it  well — 
pull  it  tight!" 

When  the  executioner  threw  the  rope  round 
the  beam,  he  said,   "  Give  me  a  better  fall;  the 
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others  won't  have  fall  enough."  When  the  man 
put  him  on  the  cap,  Ings  said,  "  I  have  got  a  cap 
of  my  own ;  put  it  over  this  night-cap,  and  I'll 
thank  you."  The  executioner  proceeded  to  do 
so ;  but  Ings  said,  "  It  will  do  when  we  are  going 
off:  let  me  see  as  long  as  I  can."  He  then 
pushed  the  cap  from  his  eyes.  The  others  had 
raised  the  caps  from  their  eyes.  "  Here  I  go, 
James  Ings !"  said  he,  "  and  let  it  be  known  that 
I  die  an  enemy  to  all  tyrants.  Ah  ha !  I  see  a 
good  many  of  my  friends  are  on  the  houses." 

Again  Tidd  turned  round  to  Ings,  and,  as  it  ap- 
peared, at  the  suggestion  of  Thistlewood,  re- 
quested that  he  would  not  continue  the  noise. 
Ings  laughed  and  remained  silent  for  a  few  minutes. 
Mr.  Cotton  approached  Tidd  and  Ings,  but 
they  turned  away  from  him.  Ings  smiled  at  his 
interference,  but  Tidd  turned  round  to  Thistlewood 
and  spoke  a  few  words,  in  which  he  seemed  to  com- 
plain of  the  inclination  of  the  Ordinary  to  break 
in  upon  their  last  moments. 

Thistlewood  now  said  to  Tidd,  "  We  shall  soon 
know  the  last  grand  secret." 

Brunt,  who,  after  the  departure  of  Ings,  stood 
by  himself  within  the  porch  of  the  prison,  having 
no  companion  of  his  own  principles  to  encourage 
him,  (as  Davidson  stood  far  away  from  him,)  mut- 
tered something  about  the  injustice  of  his  fate. 
The  persons  around  him  repeatedly  entreated 
him  to  alter  his  religious  creed,  during  the  last 
few  moments  left,  and  to  believe  in  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world.  Still  immutable — still  har- 
dened in  iniquity — he  listened  not  to  the  remon- 
strances of  sincere  friends,  who  besought  him, 
for  his  wife's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  his  son,  to 
ask  the  protection  of  the  Redeemer  for  them  ;  but 
he  appeared  tired  of  these  friendly  importunities, 
and  wished  to  ascend  the  scaffold  next. 

Davidson,  however,  was  summoned  before  him, 
and  with   a  composed   countenance  and   a  firm 
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step  he  passed  by  his  forme**  companion  in  guilt 
to  his  fate,  without  noticing  him. 

Brunt  now  appeared  considerably  irritated. 
"  What,"  he  exclaimed,  "  am  I  to  be  the  last  ? 
Why  is  this  ?  They  can  have  my  blood  but  once, 
and  why  am  I  to  be  kept  to  the  last  ?  But  I  sup- 
pose they  are  afraid  I  should  say  something  to  the 
people,  because  I  spoke  my  mind  on  the  trial 
However,  I  don't  care." 

Davidson  walked  up  the  platform  with  a  firm 
and  steady  step,  but  with  all  that  respectful  hu- 
mility becoming  the  condition  to  which  he  had 
reduced  himself.  He  bowed  to  the  crowd,  and 
instantly  joined  Mr.  Cotton  in  prayer.  He  seemed 
inattentive  to  every  thing  but  the  journey  he  was 
about  to  take,  and  his  lips  moved  in  prayer  until 
he  was  no  longer  able  to  speak.  Ho  made  no 
request  to  have  his  eyes  uncovered,  but  was  evi- 
dently preparing  himself  for  bidding  an  eternal 
adieu  to  a  world  of  which  he  had  ceased  to  be 
an  inhabitant. 

Brunt  was  the  last  summoned  to  the  fatal  plat- 
form, and  he  rushed  upon  it  with  impetuosity. 
Some  of  the  people  cheered  him,  which  evidently 
gratified  and  pleased  him.  It  brought  a  sort  of 
grin  on  his  countenance,  which  remained  till  his 
death.  But  his  aspect  "  belied  his  utterance/' 
Externally  he  appeared  to  have  shrunk  more  from 
his  fate  than  any  one  of  his  wretched  companions ; 
his  cheeks  had  sunk  extremely,  giving  a  degree 
of  ghostly  prominence  to  a  forehead,  cheek-bones, 
and  chin,  naturally  very  much  protruded,  and 
his  colour  was  of  a  livid  paleness ;  but  the  eyes 
of  the  man  sent  forth  from  their  deep  recesses 
glances  of  distressing  keenness  ;  his  lips  were 
firmly  compressed  together;  not  a  tear  trickled 
down  his  cheeks ;  there  was  no  quaking  of  the 
members.  To  use  an  expressive  phrase  of  his 
speech  on  receiving  sentence,  "  he  went  through 
with  the  business,"  •'What,"  said  he,  "  soldiers! 
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What  do  they  do  here?  I  see  nothing  but  a 
military  government  will  do  for  this  country, 
unless  there  are  a  good  many  such  as  we  are.  I 
see  a  good  many  of  my  friends  round  about." 

While  the  rope  was  being  adjusted,  he  looked 
towards  St.  Sepulchre's  Church,  and  perceiving, 
or  affecting  to  perceive,  some  one  with  whom  he 
had  been  acquainted,  he  nodded  several  times, 
and  then  made  an  inclination  of  the  head  towards 
the  coffins,  as  if  in  derision  of  the  awful  display. 
His  conduct  was  marked  by  the  same  irrational 
levity  to  the  last.  When  his  handkerchief  was 
taken  off,  the  stiffener  fell  out,  and  he  kicked  it 
away,  saying,  "  I  shan't  want  you  any  more." 

His  last  act  was  to  take  a  pinch  of  snuff  from  a 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand.  He  stooped  to 
put  it  to  his  nose,  and  this  he  was  only  able  to  effect 
by  pushing  up  the  night-cap  which  hung  over 
his  face.     He  also  threw  off  his  shoes. 

The  executioner  was  now  proceeding  to  adjust 
the  ropes,  and  to  pull  the  caps  over  the  faces  of 
the  wretched  men.  A  voice  from  the  crowd  again 
called  out,  "  God  bless  you,  Thistlewood  !"  This- 
tlewood  looked  towards  the  place  from  which  it 
issued,  and  slightly  inclined  his  head.  He  then 
said  a  few  words  in  a  whisper  to  Tidd,  and 
awaited  his  fate  in  silence. 

Brunt  refused  altogether  to  speak  with  Mr. 
Cotton  upon  the'  subject  of  the  next  world, 
and  declared  that  he  had  done  all  he  thought 
necessary  for  the  place  to  which  he  was  going. 
He  appeared  disposed  to  address  the  crowd,  but 
they  were  at  too  great  a  distance,  and  the  execu- 
tioner was  quick  at  his  work. 

The  cap  was  first  drawn  over  the  face  of  This- 
tlewood, and  his  cravat  was  bound  over  his  eyes. 
He  stooped  gently  while  the  man  tied  it,  and 
appeared  to  direct  him  as  to  the  way  in  which  he 
wished  it  done. 
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When  the  executioner  came  to  Ings,  the  un- 
happy man  said,  "  Now,  old  gentleman,  finish  me 
tidily.  Tie  the  handkerchief  tight  over  my  eyes. 
Pull  the  rope  tighter ;  it  may  slip." 

When  the  handkerchief  was  tied  over  his  eyes, 
he  cried  out,  "  I  hope,  Mr.  Cotton,  you  will  give 
me  a  good  character !"  and  commenced  swinging 
about  in  his  hand  an  old  night-cap  in  the  most 
careless  manner. 

Tidd's  lips  were  in  motion  just  before  he  was 
turned  off,  as  if  in  prayer.  Davidson  was  in  the 
most  fervent  prayer,  and  seemed  to  feel  his  situa- 
tion with  a  becoming  spirit.  He  firmly  pressed 
the  hand  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton. 

The  executioner  having  completed  the  details 
of  his  awful  duty,  by  placing  the  criminals  in  a 
proper  situation  upon  the  trap-door,  walked  down 
the  ladder,  and  left  Mr.  Cotton  alone  upon  the 
scaffold.  The  Reverend  Gentleman  standing 
closer  to  Davidson  than  to  any  of  the  rest,  began 
to  read  those  awful  sentences  which  have  sounded 
last  in  the  ears  of  so  many  unhappy  men.  Sud- 
denly the  platform  fell,  and  the  agonies  of  death 
were  exhibited  to  the  view  of  the  crowd  in  their 
most  terrific  form. 

Thistlewood  struggled  slightly  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, but  each  effort  was  more  faint  than  that 
which  preceded  ;  and  the  body  soon  turned  round 
slowly,  as  if  upon  the  motion  of  the  hand  of 
death. 

Tidd,  whose  size  gave  cause  to  suppose  that 
he  would  "  pass"  with  little  comparative  pain, 
scarcely  moved  after  the  fall.  The  struggles  of 
Ings  were  great.  The  assistants  of  the  execu- 
tioner pulled  his  legs  with  all  their  might;  and 
even  then  the  reluctance  of  the  soui  to  part  from 
its  native  seat  was  to  be  observed  in  the  vehement 
efforts  of  every  part  of  the  body.  Davidson,  after 
three  or  four  heaves,  became  motionless ;  but 
Brunt  suffered  extremely,  and  considerable  ex- 
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ertions  were  made  by  the  executioners  and  others 
to  shorten  his  agonies,  by  pulling  and  hanging 
upon  his  legs.  However,  in  the  course  of  five 
minutes  all  was  still. 
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Lxactly  half  an  nour  after  tney  had  been  turned 
off,  the  order  was  given  to  cut  the  bodies  down. 
The  executioner  immediately  ascended  the  scaf- 
fold, and  drew  the  legs  of  the  sufferers  up,  and 
placed  the  dead  men,  who  were  still  suspended, 
in  a  sitting  position,  with  their  feet  towards  Lud- 
gate-hill.  This  being  done,  the  trap-door  was 
again  put  up,  and  the  platform  restored  to  its  ori- 
ginal state.  The  executioner  proceeded  to  cut 
Thistlewood  down ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  an 
assistant,  lifted  the  body  into  the  first  coffin, 
laying  it  on  the  back,  and  placing  the  head  over 
the  end  of  the  coffin,  so  as  to  bring  the  neck  on 
the  edge  of  the  block.  The  rope  was  then  drawn 
from  the  neck,  and  the  cap  was  removed  from  the 
face. 

The  last  convulsions  of  expiring  life  had  thrown 
a  purple  hue  over  the  countenance,  which  gave  it 
a  most  ghastly  and  appalling  appearance  ;  but  no 
violent  distortion  of  feature  had  taken  place.  An 
axe  was  placed  on  the  scaffold,  but  this  was  not 
used. 

When  the  rope  had  been  removed,  and  the  coat 
and  waistcoat  forced  down,  so  as  to  leave  the  neck 
exposed,  a  person  wearing  a  black  mask,  which 
extended  to  his  mouth,  over  which  a  coloured 
handkerchief  was  tied,  and  his  hat  slouched  down, 
so  as  to  conceal  part  of  the  mask,  and  attired  in  a 
blue  jacket  and  dark-grey  trowsers,  mounted  the 
scaffold  with  a  small  knife  in  his  hand,  similar  to 
v.  hat  is  used  by  surgeons  in  amputation,  and,  ad 
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vancing  io  tne  coffin,  proceeded  to  sever  tlie  head 
from  the  body. 

When  the  crowd  perceived  the  knife  applied  to 
the  throat  of  Thistlewood,  they  raised  a  shout,  in 
which  exclamations  of  horror  and  of  reproach 
were  mingled.  The  tumult  seemed  to  disconcert 
the  person  in  the  mask  for  the  moment ;  but,  upon 
the  whole,  he  performed  the  operation  with  dex- 
terity ;  and,  having  handed  the  head  to  the 
assistant  executioner,  who  waited  to  receive  it, 
he  immediately  retired,  pursued  by  the  hootin^s 
of  the  mob. 

The  assistant  executioner,  holding  the  head  by 
the  hair  over  the  forehead,  exhibited  it  from 
the  side  of  the  scaffold  nearest  Newgate- street. 
A  person  attended  on  the  scaffold,  who  dic- 
tated to  the  executioner  what  he  was  to  say; 
and  he  exclaimed  with  a  loud  voice — "  This  is 
the  head  of  Arthur  Thistlewood,  the  traitor  !"  A 
thrilling  sensation  was  produced  on  the  specta- 
tors by  the  display  of  this  ghastly  object,  and  the 
hissings  and  hootings  of  part  of  the  mob  were 
vehemently  renewed. 

The  same  ceremony  was  repeated  in  front  of 
the  scaffold,  and  on  the  side  nearest  Ludgate- 
street.  The  head  was  then  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  coffin ;  while  the  body,  before  lifted  up  to 
bring  the  neck  on  the  block,  was  forced  lower 
down,  and,  this  done,  the  head  was  again  put  in 
its  proper  place,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  coffin, 
which  was  left  open. 

The  block  was  then  moved  by  the  hangman, 
and  placed  at  the  head  of  the  second  coffin.  The 
cap  and  rope  were  removed  from  the  face  and 
neckofTidd.  The  same  livid  hue  which  over- 
spread the  countenance  of  Thistlewood  was  per- 
ceptible. 

The  coat  and  waistcoat  being  pulled  down,  the 
masked  executioner  again  came  forward.  He 
was  received  with  groans,  and   cries  of  "  Shoot 
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that murderer;"  "  Bring  out  Edwards,"  fyc. 

He  seemed  less  disconcerted  than  at  first,  and 
performed  the  operation  with  great  expedition, 
and,  having  handed  the  head  to  the  person  who  had 
before  received  that  of  Thistlewood,  he  retired 
amidst  yells  and  execrations. 

The  assistant  executioner  then  advanced  to  the 
side  of  the  scaffold,  from  which  the  former  head 
was  first  exhibited,  holding  the  head  between 
both  hands  by  the  cheeks,  the  forehead  of  Tidd 
being  bald,  and  exclaiming,  "  This  is  the  head 
of  Richard  Tidd,  the  traitor."  The  same  words 
were  also  repeated  from  the  other  two  sides  of 
the  scaffold,  and  the  head  was  then  deposited  with 
the  body  in  the  second  coffin. 

The  block  was  now  removed  to  the  third  coffin, 
and  the  body  of  Ings,  being  cut  down,  was  placed 
in  it  with  the  face  upwards.  The  person  in  the 
mask  again  came  forward,  severed  the  head  from 
the  body,  and  retired  amidst  the  hootings  of  the 
crowd.  The  assistant-executioner  proceeded  to 
exhibit  the  head,  holding  it  up  by  the  hair  in  the 
same  way  as  he  had  Thistlewood's,  from  the  three 
sides  of  the  scaffold,  exclaiming,  "  This  is  the  head 
of  James  Ings,  the  traitor."  The  head  was  then 
placed  in  the  coffin. 

The  block  being  removed  to  the  fourth  coffin, 
the  bodv  of  Davidson  was  taken  down  from  the 
gallows,  the  noose  taken  from  about  the  neck, 
and  the  cap  removed  from  the  face,  which  re- 
mained in  death  exactly  what  it  had  been  while 
living.  The  mouth  was  a  little  open,  but  no 
expression  of  agony,  or  change  of  colour,  could 
be  remarked.  The  body  was  placed  in  the  fourth 
coffin,  and  the  man  in  the  mask  having  performed 
his  part,  the  head  was  exhibited  in  the  same  way 
as  the  last,  with  the  exclamation,  "  This  is  the 
head  of  William  Davidson,  the  traitor." 

Little  or  no  blood  had  fallen  from  the  other 
heads,  but  from  this  it  fell  profusely.     The  hisses 
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and  groans  of  the  crowd  were  repeated  on  this 
occasion,  while  the  head  was  deposited  in  the 
coffin  which  contained  the  sufferer's  body. 

The  executioner  and  his  assistant  now  pro- 
ceeded to  cut  down  the  last  of  the  sufferers, 
Brunt.  The  block  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
fifth  coffin.  The  blood  which  had  stained  the 
block  was  wiped  off  with  the  saw- dust,  and,  the 
rope  being  cut,  they  attempted  to  lift  the  body  to 
the  place  where  the  last  part  of  the  sentence  was 
to  be  executed,  when  it  was  found  that  in  putting 
up  the  platform  part  of  his  clothing  had  been  shut 
in  with  it,  and  held  him  so  tight,  that  a  consider- 
able effort  was  necessary  to  disengage  the  remains 
of  the  wretched  culprit.  He  was  placed  in  the 
fifth  coffin. 

His  miserable  and  cadaverous  countenance  pre- 
sented but  a  ghastly  spectacle  while  he  was  alive ; 
but  dead,  its  aspect  was  little  less  than  terrific ; 
and  the  dark  hair  which  overhung  his  forehead 
came  in  frightful  contrast  with  the  purple  hue 
produced  by  the  agonies  of  death. 

The  masked  executioner,  while  performing  his 
duty,  happened  to  let  the  head  fall  from  his  hands 
on  the  saw-bust.  The  howlings  and  groans  of  the 
spectators  were  again  heard  at  that  moment,  and 
amidst  these  the  operator  retired,  having  first 
handed  the  discoloured  "  trunkless  ball"  to  the 
assistant  executioner,  who  advancing,  as  in  each 
of  the  other  cases,  first  to  the  side  of  the  scaffold 
nearest  Giltspur-street,  then  to  the  front,  and  lastly 
to  the  side  looking  towards  the  Felons'-door,  pro- 
claimed aloud,  "  This  is  the  head  of  John  Tho- 
mas Brunt,  the  traitor."  His  head  was  then 
placed  in  the  coffin,  and  thus  terminated  this  part 
of  the  awful  business  of  that  memorable  day. 

The  execution  occupied  an  hour  and  eight 
minutes.  It  was  a  quarter  before  eight  when 
Thistlewood  walked  up  the  steps  leading  to  the 
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fatal  platform;  and  it  wanted  seven  minutes  to 
nine  when  the  head  of  Brunt  was  placed  in  the 
coffin. 

From  the  manner  in  which  the  last  part  of  the 
execution  was  performed  very  little  blood  was 
seen  on  the  scaffold.  The  bodies  being  placed 
almost  in  a  sitting  attitude  in  their  coffins,  the 
blood  could  not  flow  copiously  from  them  at  the 
moment  the  heads  were  taken  off.  It  was  not 
till  they  were  laid  in  a  horizontal  position  that  the 
vital  stream  could  escape  freely  from  the  heart. 

The  person  who  wore  the  mask,  and  who  per- 
formed the  ceremony  of  decapitation,  is  said  to  be 
the  same  person  who  beheaded  Despard  and  his 
associates.  This,  however,  may  be  doubted,  as, 
from  the  quickness  and  spring  of  his  motions,  he 
seemed  to  be  a  young  man.  His  mode  of  opera- 
tion showed  evidently  that  he  was  a  surgeon.  In 
performing  his  dreadful  duty,  the  edge  of  the  first 
knife  was  turned  by  the  vertebrae  of  Thistlewood, 
and  two  others  became  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  finish  his  heart-appalling  task. 

The  coffins  containing  the  remains  of  the  suf- 
ferers were  left  on  the  scaffold  but  for  a  few 
minutes  after  the  sentence  of  the  law  had  been 
carried  into  effect.  While  there  they  continued 
open.  At  nine  o'clock  they  were  conveyed  into 
the  prison  by  the  Debtors'-door,  and  this  dread- 
ful scene  being  thus  ended,  the  crowd  began  peace- 
ably to  separate. 

In  such  an  immense  assemblage,  as  might  be 
expected,  some  accidents  occurred  through  the 
dreadful  pressure  of  the  crowd.  Some  women 
(and  it  is  painful  to  record  that  many  women  were 
among  the  crowd)  were  brought  out  fainting,  and 
a  boy  was  severely  hurt  by  the  falling  of  a  part  of 
the  railing  in  front  of  St.  Sepulchre's  church.  The 
persons  whose  weight  brought  down  the  railing 
from  the  stone  base  in  which  it  was  planted,  were 
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thrown  on  the  shoulders  of  those  beneath  them, 
and  caused  great  confusion  at  the  moment,  but 
no  more  serious  accidents  occurred  than  the 
injury  received  by  the  boy  above-mentioned. 

In  addition  to  the  military  arrangements  on  this 
awful  occasion,  which  we  have  incidentally  men- 
tioned, it  was  thought  necessary  to  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing precautionary  measures,  that  should  any 
thing  like  a  breach  of  the  peace  be  attempted,  it 
might  be  crushed  in  its  infancy ;  and  it  is  a  pleas- 
ing part  of  our  duty  here  to  record  the  prudence 
which  gave  rise  to  these  measures,  the  very  ex- 
cellent and  effectual  manner  in  which  they  were 
carried  into  execution,  and,  above  all,  the  exem- 
plary conduct  of  the  soldiers  who  were  on  duty 
throughout  the  morning,  although  they  were  at 
times  severely,  and  indeed  unavoidably  pressed 
upon  by  the  crowd.  The  Life  Guards  were  inces- 
santly attentive  to  prevent  their  horses  from 
doing  any  injury,  while  occasionally  driven  out  of 
their  position  by  the  momentary  agitation  of  the 
persons  immediately  near  them. 

At  a  very  early  hour,  the  neighbourhood  of 
Blackfriars-bridge,  being  the  place  appointed  for 
the  rendezvous  of  a  considerablt  number  of  troops, 
presented  a  very  novel  spectacle.  At  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  six  light  field-pieces  of  flying 
artillery  arrived  in  front  of  the  livery  stables, 
near  Christ  Church,  escorted  by  the  usual  com- 
plement of  men.  They  drew  up  in  the  centre  of 
the  street,  and  remained  there  until  after  the  exe- 
cution took  place. 

At  a  still  earlier  hour,  three  troops  of  the  Life 
Guards  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newgate  ; 
one  troop  and  a  picquet  remained  near  the  scaf- 
fold ;  another  picquet  was  stationed  in  Ludgate- 
hill,  facing  the  Old  Bailey;  and  the  remaining  troop 
drew  up  in  Bridge- street. 

The  moment  the   prisoners  were  about  to  he 
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brought  out  to  the  scaffold,  an  officer  rode  iom 
his  station  in  front  of  Newgate,  communicated 
with  the  picquet  on  Ludgate-hill,  and  then  rode  on 
to  the  troop  in  Bridge-street,  to  whom  he  imme- 
diately gave  the  word  of  command  to  advance. 
The  troop  instantly  followed  the  officer,  and  pro- 
ceeded onwards  until  they  joined  the  picquet  on 
Ludgate-hill,  with  which  they  halted,  and  formed 
in  a  line,  still  facing  the  Old  Bailey. 

The  flying  artillery,  near  Christ  Church,  also 
made  a  movement  in  advance  just  at  the  same 
time,  and  formed  a  crescent  across  the  road ;  the 
guns  pointing  towards  the  bridge. 

The  City  Light  Horse  were  under  arms,  in  their 
barracks  in  Gray's-Inn-lane,  and  a  number  of 
troops  were  stationed  at  various  depots,  assigned 
them  at  convenient  intervals  throughout  the 
metropolis. 

A  little  before  tern  the  multitude  having  com- 
pletely dispersed,  the  detachments  marched  off  to 
their  respective  barracks. 


DISPOSAL  OF  THE  BODIES 

On  the  day  of  execution  the  friends  of  the 
families  of  the  unfortunate  men  who  were  executed 
met  at  a  public-house,  and  after  some  discussion 
upon  the  subject  of  raising  a  subscription  for  the 
wives  and  children  of  those  who  were  transported, 
as  well  as  of  those  who  were  hanged,  adopted  a 
resolution  to  apply  through  Lord  Sidmouth  for 
leave  to  take  away  the  bodies  of  the  deceased 
from  Newgate. 

The  following  petition  was  accordingly  drawn 
up,  in  the  names  of  the  widows  of  the  wretched 
criminals,  and  forwarded  to  Lord  Sidmouth,  to 
be  by  him  delivered  to  his  majesty  : 
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To  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  King. 

'*'  Sirk, — The  Petition  of  Susan  Thistlewood,  Mary 
Tidd,  Mary  Brunt,  Celia  Ings,  and  Sarah  Davidson,  humbly 
sheweth,  That  your  Petitioners  are  the  widows  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men  who  this  morning  suffered  the  dreadful  sentence 
of  the  law  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

"  Your  Petitioners  most  earnestly  entreat  your  Majesty 
to  grant  them  one  consolation,  by  restoring  to  them  the 
mangled  remains  of  their  late  unfortunate  husbands,  that  they, 
your  Petitioners,  may  shed  a  silent  tear  over  their  mutilated 
remains,  ere  they  be  consigned  to  the  tomb. 

"  We  are  confident  that  all  desire  of  further  vengeance 
has  ceased,  and  that  your  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  order  the  restoration  of  the  bodies  to  your  humble  Peti- 
tioners,, that  they  may  have  them  decently  interred ;  and 
your  Petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  for  ever  pray,  fyc. 

(Signed)  SUSAN  THISTLEWOOD, 

MARY  TIDD, 
MARY   BRUNT, 
CELIA  INGS, 
SARAH  DAVIDSON." 

The  petition  was  accompanied  by  a  request  to 
his  Lordship  that  the  bodies  might  be  given  up  to 
the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  stating,  that  the 
object  was  the  humane  one  of  raising  the  means 
of  support  for  the  wives  and  children  by  a  public 
exhibition.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state,  that 
Lord  Sidmouth  did  not  hesitate  to  refuse  the  re- 
quest, a  compliance  with  which  would  be  attended 
with  great  inconvenience  at  least.  His  lordship 
stated,  in  the  mildest  terms,  the  impossibility  of 
granting  it,  contrary  as  such  compliance  would 
be  to  established  usage. 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  evening,  the  wives  of  the  ex- 
ecuted men  were  informed  by  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, that  the  bodies  of  their  husbands  were  buried. 

In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  a  channel  had 
been  dug  alongside  of  the  subterraneous  passage 
that  leads  to  the  cells,   and,  aoout   seven  in   the 
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evening,  after  the  coffins  had  been  filled  with 
quick  lime,  they  were  strongly  screwed  up,  placed 
in  a  line  with  each  other,  strewed  over  with  earth, 
and  finally  covered  with  stones,  and  of  course  no 
trace  of  their  end  remains  fc*r  any  future  public 
observation.  On  this  circumstance  being  commu- 
nicated to  their  unhappy  wives,  they  were  over- 
come by  the  poignancy  of  their  feelings. 

On  the  following  morning,  an  individual  petition 
was  forwarded  to  the  Privy-Council  on  the  part  of 
Mrs.  Thistlewood,  for  the  body  of  her  husband. 
A  laconic  answer  was  almost  immediately  re- 
turned, "  That  Thistlewood  was  buried." 


Thus  have  we  traced  the  steps  of  these  wretched 
and  misguided  men,  through  the  complicated  paths 
of  crime,  to  their  apprehension,  trial,  and  execu- 
tion. We  have  beheld  their  lives  justly  sacrificed 
to  those  violated  laws,  which  form  the  bond  ot 
union,  and  the  sinews  of  society  in  this  highly- 
favoured  land, — but  of  which  they  had  meditated 
the  overthrow, — and  still  further  seen  their  muti- 
lated bodies  made  "  terrible  in  death,"  by  a 
hasty  consignment  to  an  unhallowed  grave,  un- 
attended and  unwept  by  relative  or  friend,  and 
unblest  by  the  consoling  rites  of  Christian  burial, 
which  they  had  so  impiously  laughed  to  scorn. — 
Awful,  indeed,  are  the  reflections  which  crowd 
upon  the  mind  on  contemplating  the  fate  of  the 
wretched  men  themselves,  and  dreadfully  are 
those  feelings  aggravated  when  it  is  remembered, 
that,  besides  the  five  widows,  no  less  than  eighteen 
children  are  involved  in  the  ruin  of  their  guilty 
parents,  and  thrown  pennyless  and  naked  on  the 
world. 

It  is  an  agreeable  relief  to  turn  from  these  af 
flicting  recollections,  to  the  fate  of  those  men  to 
whom  the  hand  of  mercy  was  extended,  and  we 
therefore  proceed   to  give  the  particulars  of  the 
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Transportation  of  the  respited  Traitors,  Discharge  of 
the  suspected  Persons,  fy-c. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  2d 
of  May,  the  day  following  the  execution  of  their 
partners  in  crime,  five  of  the  respited  traitors, 
namely,  Wilson,  Harrison,  Cooper,  Strange,  and 
Bradburn,  were  removed  from  Newgate  in  three 
post-chaises,  and  conveyed  under  a  proper  escort 
to  Portsmouth,  where  they  were  put  on  board  a 
convict-ship,  which  soon  after  sailed  for  New 
South  Wales. 

Gilchrist  was  sfrill  detained  in  Newgate,  out  it 
was  expected  his  confinement  would  not  be  of  long 
duration  ;  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  case 
having  excited  a  feeling  of  mercy  towards  him. 

On  Saturday  the  6th  of  May,  the  following- 
persons,  whose  arrests  on  suspicion  we  have 
previously  mentioned,  were  placed  at  the  bar  of 
the  Old  Bailey,  previous  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
court,  viz.  Thomas  Preston,  William  Simmons, 
Abel  Hall,  Robert  George,  William  Firth,  and 
William  Hazard.  The  prisoners  being  addressed 
by  order  of  the  court,  and  informed  that,  as  no 
prosecutors  appeared  against  them,  they  were 
discharged,  bowed  respectfully,  and  departed,  with 
the  exception  of  Preston,  who  made  an  attempt 
to  address  the  Court,  but  was  immediately  silenced 


We  have  now  completed,  as  far  as  the  indivi- 
duals arrested  were  concerned,  our  narration  of 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
horrid  conspiracy,  which  at  one  time  threatened 
such  awful  consequences ;  but  as  many  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  personal  history  of 
the  conspirators  have  been  brought  to  light  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  which  could  not  well 
be  interwoven  in  the  history  of  their  crimes,  we 
have  added  in  an  Appendix  such  particulars 
respecting  the  principal  actors  in  this  dreadful  tra- 
gedy,  as  we   have   been  able  to  collect,  from  a 
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conviction  that  every  circumstance  connected  with 
the  lives  of  the  ferocious  criminals  will  be  con- 
sidered as  interesting. 

The  infamous  Spy  and  instigator,  George 
Edwards,  has  also  been  frequently  named  as 
playing  a  very  prominent  part  in  this  horrid 
drama,  and,  independent  of  the  disclosures  of  his 
criminal  conduct,  incidentally  made  in  the  course 
of  the  judicial  proceedings  against  the  conspirators, 
the  answers  given  by  Thistlewood  to  the  questions 
put  to  him  by  Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fatal  first  of  May,  imparted  a 
certain  degree  of  interest  to  every  circumstance 
connected  with  that  vile  character,  and  a  feeling 
of  indignation,  horror,  and  disgust,  was  excited  in 
the  public  mind  relative  to  this  consummate  villain, 
which  had  never  been  equalled  but  in  the  sensation 
caused  by  the  firs-t  discovery  of  the  plot  itself. 

Consonant  with  these  feelings  were  the  pro- 
ceedings instituted  by  Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  both 
in  and  out  of  Parliament,  for  the  apprehension 
and  bringing  to  trial  of  this  worthless  wretch,  on 
charges  of  diverse  acts  of  high  treason  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  by  him ;  and  although  we 
stop  not  to  inquire  whether  the  protection  from 
the  consequences  of  his  crimes,  experienced  by 
this  fellow,  be  justifiable,  or  otherwise,  we  shall 
certainly  be  rendering  an  acceptable  service  to 
society  and  to  future  generations,  in  tracing  this 
serpent  through  all  his  intricate  paths  of  villany, 
and  cautioning  the  thoughtless  and  unsuspecting 
from  becoming  the  dupes  of  similar  villains,  (if 
any  such  exist)  in  their  intemperate  moments  of 
political  animosity. 

With  this  view  we  have  collected  all  the  parti- 
culars attainable  of  the  conduct  of  this  arch-fiend 
both  in  public  or  private,  as  an  appropriate  addi- 
tion to  the  lives  of  his  partners  in  crime,  and, 
perhaps,  in  some  respects,  the  victims  of  his 
villany. 
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APPENDIX: 

CONTAINING 

Brief  Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  the  Executed  Conspira 
tors,  with  copies  of  their  Letters  ;  an  account  of  the 
infamous  George  Edwards,  the  Spy  ;  the  efforts 
made  to  bring  him  to  justice,  and  the  Parliamentary 
Proceedings  thereon  ;  with  other  particulars  relating 
to  the  Conspiracy. 


ARTHUR  THISTLEWOOD. 

In  page  70,  of  the  preceding  narrative,  we  have 
oriefly  touched  on  the  history  of  this  ill-fated  man, 
and  we  now  add  some  further  particulars  relating 
to  him. 

Very  early  in  life  he  manifested  idle  and  un- 
settled habits,  and  remained  a  burden  on  his  family 
until  the  period  of  his  obtaining  a  commission  in 
the  Militia,  soon  after  which  he  married  a  young 
lady  of  property ;  but  even  that  step,  so  promising 
in  the  outset,  was  pregnant  with  future  troubles. 
Thistlewood  had  supposed  her  fortune  to  be  at 
her  own  disposal,  but  it  was  in  fact  so  settled, 
that  she  received  the  interest  only  during  her 
life,  and  the  principal,  at  her  death,  reverted  to 
her  relations.  Sixteen  months  after  their  mar- 
riage, she  died  in  child-bed,  and  Thistlewood  was 
left  almost  without  a  shilling  of  her  property. 

In  London  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  a 
number  of  young  military  officers ;  was  introduced 
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into  all  the  vices  and  dissipation  of  the  metropolis, 
and  gave  loose  to  his  passion  for  intrigue  and 
gaming.  On  one  night  he  was  filched  by  a  noto- 
rious black  leg,  and  some  of  his  companions,  at 
one  of  the  Hells,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St. 
James's,  of  upwards  of  2,000/.  His  money  being 
nearly  all  gone,  he  fled  in  despair.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings were  commenced  to  recover  the  amount ; 
but,  owing  to  some  informality  in  the  pleadings, 
it  was  not  recovered  ;  and,  soon  after,  those  who 
had  pigeoned  him  left  the  kingdom. 

In  France  his  evil  genius  still  followed  him ;  on 
one  occasion,  having  an  improper  passport,  he 
was  detained  by  the  police,  and  during  his  deten- 
tion, a  circumstance  occurred  which  produced  him 
a  long  period  of  confinement.  He  had  always  ex- 
pressed himself  a  hater  of  oppression  and  injustice. 
An  Englishman,  named  Heely,  was  arrested  for 
being  without  a  passport,  and  conveyed  to  the 
same  prison  where  Thistle  wood  was  confined. 
Upon  Thistlewood  and  Heely  receiving  orders 
from  Paris  for  their  liberation,  Heely  used  some 
insulting  language  to  the  officer  who  brought  him 
to  prison ;  the  officer  struck  him  with  a  cane,  and 
Thistlewood  knocked  the  officer  down  with  his 
clenched  fist. 

In  consequence  of  this  outrage,  they  were 
thrown  into  close  confinement,  and  lay  there  for 
several  weeks  before  they  were  able  to  obtain 
their  final  liberation. 

Thistlewood  having  obtained  a  passport,  then 
went  to  Paris,  having  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
French  language  to  be  able  to  converse.  He 
entered  the  French  service,  and  was  present 
during  the  perpetration  of  numberless  atrocities 
by  the  French  troops. 

Although  a  man  of  but  middling  talent,  he  had 
a    considerable    knowledge   of  military    tactics; 
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was  an  excellent  swordsman,  and  always  fearless 
of  death. 

He  entered  a  regiment  of  French  grenadiers, 
and  was  at  the  battle  of  Zurich,  commanded  by 
General 

After  a  variety  of  adventures  in  France  and  on 
different  parts  of  the  Continent,  he  returned  to 
England,  and  became  possessed  of  a  considerable 
estate,  by  the  death  of  a  relation ;  which  he  sub- 
sequently sold  to  a  gentleman  at  Durham  for 
10,000/. 

He  felt  inclined  to  settle  himself,  and  courted 
Miss  Wilkinson  of  Horncastle.  The  gentleman  to 
whom  he  sold  his  estate,  instead  of  paying  him 
the  money,  gave  him  an  annuity  bond,  agreeing  to 
pay  him  850/.  per  annum  for  a  number  of  lives 
In  eighteen  months  this  purchaser  became  a  bank- 
rupt, and  Thistlewood  was  again  reduced,  not  to 
want  or  poverty,  but  his  finances  were  at  a  low 
ebb. 

Thistlewood's  father  and  brother,  both  of  whom 
now  reside  and  are  most  respectable  farmers  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Horncastle,  assisted  him  to 
take  a  farm;  he  continued  to  occupy  it  till  he 
found  he  was  losing  annually  a  considerable  sum, 
in  consequence  of  the  high  rent  and  taxes,  and 
farming  produce  being  very  low  ;  he  then  parted 
with  it.  He  came  with  his  present  wife  and  son 
to  London,  and  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Spenceans. 

The  Evanses  were  his  constant  companions ;  he 
took  young  Evans  to  France,  paying  all  expenses 
for  near  twelve  months ;  and  since  his  return  his 
history  is  but  too  well  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
crime. 

The  son  who  took  an  affecting  leave  of  him  in 
prison,  is  not  the  offspring  of  the  first  marriage, 
but  a  natural  child  of  Thistlewood's,  whom  his 
second  wife  (the  present  widow)  took  under  her 
care  shortly  after  her  marriage,  and  to  whom  she 
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has  shown  great  kindness.     By  the  widow  he  had 
no  issue. 

The  following  lines  are  said  to  have  been  written 
by  him  while  under  sentence  of  death  in  New- 
gate :  — 

Oh  what  a  twine  of  mischief  is  a  Statesman  ! 
Ye  furies  !  whirlwinds  !  and  ye  treach'rous  rocks  ! 
Ye  ministers  of  death  !  devouring  fires  ! 
Convulsive  earthquakes!  and  plague-tainted  air! 
Ye  are  all  mild  and  merciful  to  him  ! ! 


RICHARD  TIDD 

Was  born  at  Grantham,  in  Lincolnshire.  His 
age  at  the  time  of  his  execution  was  forty-five. 
He  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Cante,  of  Grantham, 
but  quitted  his  situation  at  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  then  went  to  Nottingham,  where  he  lived  two 
years  and  a  half ;  from  thence  he  came  to  London, 
where  he  resided  several  years.  He  thought  it 
prudent  to  retreat  into  Scotland  in  1803,  and  he 
stopped  there  for  five  years. 

This  flight  was  made  in  consequence  of  his 
having  voted  for  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  at  the 
Middlesex  election,  when  the  Honourable  Baronet 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Mainwaring.  Tidd  swore 
that  he  was  a  freeholder — the  fact  being  other- 
wise, and  fled  to  avoid  prosecution  for  perjury. 
A  reward  of  100/.  was  offered  for  his  appre- 
hension. 

On  his  return  from  the  north,  he  went  to  live 
at  Rochester,  and  for  nine  years  worked  at  his 
trade  of  shoemaker  in  that  town.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  conspiracy  for  which  Colonel 
Despard  suffered ;  but  a  temporary  absence 
from  town  preserved  him  from  sharing  the  same 
fate. 
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His  last  stay  in  town  commenced  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1818.  From  that  time  he  attended  all 
Mr.  Hunt's  meetings,  public  and  private,  and  was 
present  at  all  the  subsequent  Radical  meetings. 
He  was  introduced  to  Edwards  by  Brunt,  at  his 
own  residence,  Hole-in-the-Wall  Passage,  Bald- 
win's-gardens.  Edwards's  assumed  violence  suit- 
ed his  disposition,  and  he  eagerly  closed  with 
evrery  proposition,  however  desperate. 

It  was  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance  that 
he  had  constantly  an  impression  on  his  mind,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  that  he  was  to  be  hanged. 
He  frequently  expressed  to  his  wife  that  he 
should  die  on  the  gallows,  who  felt  distressed  at 
his  entertaining  such  an  idea,  but  he  would  still 
persist  that  such  would  be  his  fate.  He  was  un- 
happily too  good  a  prophet,  and  thus  a  life  of 
irregularity  terminated  in  the  most  ignominous 
manner. 

Mrs.  Tidd  is  a  very  decent  woman;  Tidd 
has  left  a  brother  and  one  daughter  to  deplore  his 
fate. 

Tidd,  during  the  war,  enlisted  into  more  than 
half  of  the  regiments  under  the  crown,  and  re- 
ceived the  different  bounties.  It  is  astonishing 
how  he  escaped  detection  ;  he  was  always  in 
disguise  when  he  enlisted,  and,  as  soon  as  he  had 
obtained  the  bounty,  he  deserted.  When  he 
had  spent  the  money,  he  enlisted  into  another 
regiment. 

It  will  be  evident  from  this  account,  that  the 
statements  of  his  uniform  good  character  and 
conduct  published  at  the  period  of  his  first 
arrest,  for  the  crime  of  which  he  was  ultimately 
found  guilty  on  an  impartial  trial  by  a  Jury  of 
his  countrymen,  were  put  forth  by  some  zealous 
friend  to  produce  a  favourable  impression  on  the 
public  mind  in  his  behalf. 


40C  C  A  TO- STREET    CONSPIRACY 


JAMES  INGS 


Was  a  native  of  Hampshire.  His  relations  were 
respectable  tradesmen.  He  has  left  a  wife  and 
four  children.  Ings  was  a  butcher  at  Portsmouth, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  had  a  handsome 
property,  consisting  of  several  houses,  and  some 
money  in  the  funds. 

Trade  growing  bad  at  the  termination  of  the 
war,  and  his  property  having  decreased,  some  of 
his  tenements  were  sold,  and  he  came  up  to 
London  about  eighteen  months  ago,  with  a  little 
ready  money,  produced  by  the  sale  of  a  house, 
and  opened  a  butcher's-shop  at  the  west-end  of 
the  town.  He  could,  however,  get  no  business, 
and  in  a  few  months  gave  up  the  shop,  and,  with 
a  few  pounds  he  had  left,  he  opened  a  coffee-shop 
in  Whitechapel. 

Business  becoming  dull  there,  he  was  involved 
in  great  distress,  and  at  last  was  compelled  to 
pawn  his  watch  to  enable  him  to  send  his  wife 
and  children  down  to  Portsmouth  to  her  friends, 
to  prevent  their  starving  in  London. 

At  the  coffee-house  in  Whitechapel  he  sold,  be- 
sides coffee,  political  pamphlets,  with  which  he 
was  supplied  by  Carlile,  of  Fleet-street.  Having 
given  up  the  shop,  and  finding  that  there  was 
no  prospect  of  supporting  himself  and  his  fa- 
mily with  credit,  he  gave  himself  up  to  despair. 
He  had  read  the  different  Deistical  publications 
during  the  time  he  sold  political  pamphlets,  and, 
from  being  a  churchman,  he  became  a  confirmed 
Deist. 

He  was  a  most  affectionate  husband  and  father; 
and  his  desperate  situation,  no  doubt,  was  a  prin- 
cipal cause  of  his  joining  the  Cato-street  plot. 

Edwards,  Adams,  Thistlewood,  and  Brunt,  had 
requently  visited  Ings  during  the  time   he  kept 
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the  coffee  and  political-pamphlet  shop,  and  when 
he  was  in  more  desperate  circumstances,  he  be- 
came a  fitter  companion  for  persons  engaged  in 
such  an  atrocious  crime  as  the  one  for  which  he 
suffered  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

For  some  weeks  before  the  Cato-street  disco- 
very, Ings  was  iiLthe  utmost  distress,  quite  penny- 
Icss,  and  the  money  he  was  supplied  with  to  sub- 
sist upon  was  given  him  by  George  Edwards. 
Ings  was  also  supplied  with  money  by  the  same 
person  to  take  an  apartment,  where  arms  and  am- 
munition could  be  safely  placed.  He  took  a  room 
in  the  house  where  Brunt  lodged,  and  thither  the 
greater  part  of  the  ammunition  and  arms  was 
conveyed  by  Edwards,  Adams,  and  himself;  in- 
deed, it  was  the  depot  of  the  conspirators. 


The  following  Letters  were  written  by  Ings  in 
Newgate,  the  night  before  his  execution : 


TO    HIS    WIFE. 


"  My  dear  Celia, — I  hardly  know  how  to  begin, 
or  what  to  say,  for  the  laws  of  tyrants  have  parted 
us  for  ever.  My  dear,  this  is  the  last  time  you 
will  ever  hear  from  me.  I  hope  you  will  perform 
your  duty  without  delay,  which  is  for  the  benefit 
of  yourself  and  children,  which  I  have  explained 
to  you  before.  My  dear,  of  the  anxiety  and  regard 
I  have  for  you  and  the  children,  I  know  not  how 
to  explain  myself;  but  I  must  die  according  to 
law,  and  leave  you  in  a  land  full  of  corruption, 
where  justice  and  liberty  has  taken  their  flight 
from,  to  other  distant  shores.  My  dear,  I  have 
heard  men  remark  that  they  would  not  marry  a 
widow,  not  without  her  husband  was  hanged. 
Now,  my  dear,  I  hope  you  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  cause  of  my  being  consigned  to  the  scaffold  was 
a  pure  motive. 
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"  [  thought  I  should  have  rendered  my  starving 
fellow- men,  women,  and  children  a  service ;  and 
my  wish  is,  when  you  make  another  choice,  that  this 
question  you  will  put  before  you  tie  the  fatal  knot. 
My  dear,  it  is  of  no  use  for  me  to  make  remarks 
respecting  my  children.  I  am  convinced  you 
will  do  your  duty  as  far  as  lies  in  your  power. 
My  dear,  your  leaving  me  but  a  few  hours  before 
I  wrote  these  few  lines,  I  have  nothing  more  to 
say.  Farewell !  farewell,  my  dear  wife  and  chil- 
dren, for  ever  I  Give  my  love  to  your  mother  and 
Elizabeth.  I  conclude  a  constant  lover  to  you  and 
your  children,  and  all  friends.  I  die  the  same, 
but  an  enemy  to  all  tyrants. 

"  James  Ings." 

"  PS.  My  dear  wife,  give  my  love  to  my  father 
and  mother,  brother  and  sisters,  and  aunt  Mary, 
and  beg  of  them  to  think  nothing  of  my  unfortu- 
nate fate;  for  I  am  gone  out  of  a  very  troublesome 
world,  and  I  hope  you  will  let  it  pass  like  a 
summer  cloud  over  the  earth." 

"  Newgate,  4  o'clock,  Sunday  afternoon, 
April  30,  1820." 


TO    HIS    DAUGHTERS. 

"  To  my  dear  daughters. — My  dear  little  girls, 
receive  my  kind  love  and  affection,  once  more,  for 
ever  ;  and  adhere  to  these  my  sincere  wishes,  and 
recollect  though  in  a  short  time  you  will  hear  no- 
:hing  more  of  your  father,  let  me  entreat  you  to 
be  loving,  kind,  and  obedient,  to  your  poor  mother, 
and  strive  all  in  your  powers  to  comfort  her,  ana 
assist  her  whilst  you  exist  in  this  transitory  world, 
and  let  your  conduct  throughout  life  be  that  ot 
virtue,  honesty,  and  industry ;  and  endeavour  to 
avoid  all  temptation,  and  at  the  same  time  put 
your  trust  in  God.     I  ho  )e  unity,  peace,  and  con- 
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cord,  will  remain  amongst  you  a^.  Farewell ! 
farewell,  my  dear  children  !  Your  unfortunate 
father, 

"  James  Ings." 

To  Wm.  Stone  Ings, 
and  his  Sisters." 


TO    HIS    SON. 

"  My  little  dear  boy,  Wm.  Stone  Ings,  I  hope 
you  will  live  to  read  these  few  lines  when  the 
remains  of  yr.  poor  father  is  mouldered  to  dust. 
My  dr.  boy,  I  hope  you  will  bear  in  mind  the 
unfortunate  end  of  your  father,  and  not  place  any 
confidence  in  any  person  or  persons  whatever; 
for  the  deception,  the  corruption,  and  the  inge- 
nuity in  man  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend :  it  is 
beyond  all  calculation.  My  dear  boy,  I  hope  you 
will  make  a  bright  man  in  society ;  and,  it  appears 
to  me,  the  road  you  ought  to  pursue  is,  to  be 
honest,  sober,  industrious,  and  upright,  in  all  your 
dealings ;  and  to  do  unto  all  men  as  you  would 
they  should  do  unto  you.  My  dear  boy,  put  your 
trust  in  one  God;  and  be  cautious  of  every  shrewd, 
designing,  nattering  tongue.  My  dear  boy,  be  a 
good,  kind,  and  obedient  child  to  your  poor 
mother,  and  comfort  her, "and  be  a  loving  brother 
to  your  sisters.  My  dear  boy,  I  sincerely  hope 
and  trust  you  will  regard  these  my  last  instruc- 
tions.    Yr.  loving  and  unforte.  father, 

"  James  Ings." 

"  Newgate,  Sunday  Night,  8  o'clock, 
April  30,  1820." 


The  following  petition  to  the  King  was  written 
by  Ings,  the  day  previous  to  his  execution,  it  con- 
tains a  repetition  of  some  of  the  facts  urged  by 
nim  in  his  defence,  but  of  course  produced  no 
effect  in  his  favour. 
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TKE  HUMBLE  PETITION  OF  JAMES   INGS, 
TO  THE   KING. 

I  was  born  near  Waltham,  in  Hampshire,  but  I 
have  lived  ever  since  I  was  about  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  Portsea,  and  every  one  that  knows  me  knew 
no  harm  of  me ;  and  the  masters  that  I  have  lived 
with  sent  me  a  character  for  me  to  give  to  the 
Jury,  but  the  Jury  never  saw  the  character. 

I  married  a  girl  that  I  loved,  and  she  had  a 
little  property,  and  I  continued  working  till  I 
could  get  nothing  to  do,  and  I  went  into  business, 
and  it  turned  out  very  unfortunately,  and  I  lost  a 
great  deal  of  money,  not  through  drinking  and 
gambling,  for  I  never  went  to  a  public-house  in 
my  life  but  to  smoke  my  pipe,  or  for  the  sake  of 
company.  1  can  assure  your  most  gracious  Ma- 
jesty, that  I  never  was  tipsey  but  three  times  in 
my  life,  and  that  was  not  through  the  love  of  liquor. 

The  times  being  so  very  bad  at  Portsea,  and 
I  had  nothing  to  do,  me  and  my  wife  made 
up  our  minds  to  come  to  London :  me  and  my 
family  left  Portsea  the  beginning  of  May  1819. 
J  thought  when  I  came  to  town  I  should  get  a 
situation,  but  to  my  sad  disappointment  I  soon 
found  all  my  hopes  was  blasted.  I  tried  every 
means  I  was  master  of  to  get  employ  for  the  sup- 
port my  family :  I  did  not  know  how  to  act,  for 
it  was  not  my  intention  when  I  came  to  town  to 
enter  into  business.  I  had  a  little  money  by  me, 
for  me  and  my  wife  mortgaged  her  property — 
a  house  I  mean — to  the  full  value  of  it,  if  it  was 
to  be  sold  now. 

I  went  and  took  a  butcher's  shop  in  Baker's- 
row,  Whitechapel-road,  and  I  carried  on  business 
from  Midsummer  to  Michaelmas.  When  1  came 
to  look  over  my  little  stock  of  money,  I  found  it 
was  very  much  reduced,  and  the  summer  being 
so  very  hot,  was  very  much  against  me ;  and  after 
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I  had  paid  my  rent,  and  a  few  lithe  bills  Deside, 
ray  money  was  nearlv  all  gone. 

I  left  Baker's-row  at  Michaelmas,  and  I  took 
a  house  in  Old  Montague-street,  Brick-lane,  and  I 
fitted  it  up  for  a  coffee-house,  and  then  my  money 
was  gone.  It  did  not  turn  out  to  my  expectation, 
for  I  did  not  take  money  enough,  if  it  had  been 
all  profit,  to  keep  my  family.  I  persuaded  my 
wife  to  return  to  Portsea  with  the  children  :  the 
reason  was,  I  thought  she  had  better  be  among 
her  friends  without  money  than  in  London. 

I  remained  in  the  house  a  short  time  after  my 
wife  had  left  me :  there  was  a  man  used  to  come 
frequently  and  take  a  cup  of  coffee,  and  he  used 
to  enter  into  conversation  about  the  Manchester 
massacre,  and  Government,  fyc.  I  did  not  make 
but  very  little  reply,  for  I  took  him  to  be  some 
officer. 

After  I  had  left  my  house,  I  met  him  in  Smith- 
field-market  ;  he  said  I  have  caught  you  out,  I  shall 
make  you  stand  treat.  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my 
power,  for  I  am  very  short  at  present ;  if  I  do  not 
get  some  work  very  shortly,  I  must  sell  my  few 
things.  What  have  you  to  sell  ?  A  sofa-bedstead 
— it  is  the  best  piece  of  furniture  I  have.  I  should 
like  to  see  it ;  if  I  like  it  I  will  buy  it,  and  give 
you  as  much  as  any  person  will.  I  took  him  to 
my  lodging,  No.  20,  Primrose-street,  Bishopsgate, 
and  shewed  him  my  sofa,  but  it  did  not  suit  him, 
and  he  took  me  to  a  friend  of  his,  a  broker,  to  buy 
my  sofa,  but  it  did  not  suit  him,  and  we  parted 
early  in  January. 

I  met  him  in  Fleet-market,  and  he  asked  me 
how  I  did  ?  I  told  him  I  was  very  low  in  spirits  : 
come,  he  says,  have  a  glass  of  gin — that  will  rise 
your  spirits.  No,  I  thank  you,  I  never  drink  so 
soon  in  the  morning.  We  walked  up  Fleet-street, 
and  we  went  and  bought  the  very  sword  that  was 
produced  in  the  Court,  and  I  took  it  to  the  cutler's, 
and  I  left  my  name. 
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If  I  had  known  at  that  time  what  was  going  to 
be  done,  I  am  sure  I  should  not  have  left  my 
name.  He  took  me  to  the  White  Hart,  and  gave 
me  beef-steaks,  §-c.  for  my  dinner,  and  I  thought 
he  was  the  best  friend  I  had,  for  he  used  to  give 
me  victuals  and  drink  when  I  was  very  short ; 
and  this  was  Edwards  that  introduced  me  to  the 
party,  which  I  never  should  have  known  if  it  had 
not  been  for  him. 

There  have  been  a  great  deal  more  said  about 
me  in  the  Court  than  is  true,  but  it  is  of  no  use 
for  me  to  try  to  contradict  what  has  been  said.  I 
never  was  at  a  political  meeting  in  my  life  not 
before  this  time,  and  I  can  assure  you  it  was 
through  Edwards,  and  the  anxiety  for  my  wife  and 
family,  which  brought  me  to  this  sad  unfortunate 
situation.  I  can  assure  your  most  high  and  mighty 
and  gracious  Sovereign,  that  I  have  been  a  true 
and  faithful  subject  till  now,  but  being  in  distress, 
and  hearing  the  language  I  did,  when  irritated, 
took  advantage  of  my  distressed  situation. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  or  how  to  address  a 
King,  but  I  hope  your  most  gracious  Majesty  will 
spare  my  life — life  for  the  sake  of  family — for 
I  was  not  the  inventor  of  this  plot. 

I  shall  in  future,  if  your  most  gracious  Majesty 
spare  my  life,  be  a  true  and  faithful  subject. 

James  Ings. 


WILLIAM  DAVIDSON 

Was  born  in  the  year  1786,  at  Kingston,  m 
Jamaica.  His  father  was  Mr.  Attorney-General 
Davidson,  a  man  of  considerable  legal  knowledge 
and  talent.     He  had  several  children. 

William,  his  second  son,  was  sent  to  England 
when  very  young,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  an 
education  suitable  to  the  rank  of  his  father,  and 


WILLIAM     DAVIDSON.  407 

his  own  propects.  His  mother  was  a  native  of 
the  West-Indies,  a  woman  of  colour  :  she  opposed 
her  son  being  sent  to  England ;  but  her  husband 
was  resolved :  he  wished  William  to  be  brought 
up  to  his  own  profession — the  law.  William  was 
therefore  sent  to  Edinburgh  to  be  educated. 

Having:  learned  the  first  rudiments  of  education, 

he  was  sent  to  the  academy  of  Dr. ,  where 

he  studied  mathematics.  Having  left  school,  he 
went  to  his  father's  agent,  a  friend  who  resided 
near  Liverpool. 

After  some  time  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  res- 
pectable attorney  at  Liverpool,  at  whose  office 
he  remained  near  three  years,  when  he  became 
tired  of  confinement.  He  had  for  some  time  felt 
great  inclination  to  go  to  sea,  and  the  captain  of 
a  vessel,  to  whom  he  disclosed  his  wishes  upon 
the  subject,  promised  to  take  him  out  as  his 
clerk  on  his  next  voyage. 

Without  taking  leave  of  the  gentleman  to  whom 
he  was  articled,  he  entered  on  board  the  mer- 
chant vessel,  and  soon  had  cause  to  repent,  for 
after  the  vessel  had  left  the  port,  he  was  com- 
pelled by  the  captain  to  perform  duty. 

On  the  voyage  a  king's  ship  stopped  the  vessel, 
and  impressed  Davidson  and  many  of  the  crew. 
He  arrived  in  England  about  six  months  after- 
wards, and  wrote  to  his  father's  friend  a  suppli- 
catory letter.  His  lather's  friend  sent  for  him, 
and  at  his  own  particular  desire,  apprenticed  him 
to  a  cabinet-maker,  in  Liverpool. 

Davidson  was  a  personable  young  man,  and 
was  upon  the  point  of  marriage  to  the  daughter  of 
a  respectable  tradesman  at  Liverpool ;  but  her 
friends  sent  her  off,  and  prevented  the  match 
taking  place.  Davidson  being  somewhat  disap 
pointed,  determined  to  leave  England,  and  to  visit 
his  relatives  at  Kington,  in  Jamaica. 

He  took  a  passage, on  board  of  a  West  India 
merchantman,    and   on  his   voyage   again   expe- 


408  CATO-STREET    CONSPIRACY". 

rienced  the  misfortune  of  being  impressed  into 
the  King's  service.  He  took  the  first  opportu- 
nity of  running  away  from  the  vessel  on  its  arri- 
val in  port,  and  having  obtained  some  money 
from  his  friends,  he  got  work  at  his  trade  as  a 
journeyman. 

About  twelve  months  after,  his  mother  allowed 
him  two  guineas  per  week,  which  was  paid  him 
regularly  through  her  agent.  Davidson  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Bullock,  a  cabinet-maker  at 
Litchfield.  He  was  a  most  excellent  workman, 
and  was  able  to  get  three  or  four  guineas  a  week, 
being  a  man  of  considerable  taste  in  his  profes- 
sion, and  chiefly  employed  in  fitting  up  the 
houses  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

With  his  mother's  allowance  he  was  able  to  live 
and  dress  very  genteelly;  and  the  company  he 
kept  was  highly  respectable.  By  some  accident 
he  met  a  young  lady  of  the  name  of  Salt,  who 
resided  at  Litchfield  ;  she  was  only  sixteen  years 
of  age.  She  imbibed  a  strong  regard  for  Davidson, 
and,  unknown  to  her  family,  she  allowed  him  to 
visit  her.  Miss  Salt  had  at  her  own  disposal, 
when  of  age,  the  sum  of  7,000/.  She  communi- 
cated to  her  mother  her  passion  for  Davidson. 
Her  mother  objected  to  it ;  but  finding  that 
nothing  could  wTean  her  from  her  attachment, 
she  consented  to  allow  Davidson  to  visit  her 
daughter. 

He  frequently  paid  visits  upknown  to  the  young 
lady's  father :  the  latter,  however,  at  length  ob- 
tained information  of  these  clandestine  interviews, 
and  laid  wait  for  him;  and,  as  he  entered  the 
garden  late  one  evening,  he  fired  a  pistol  at  his 
head,  and  the  ball  it  contained  passed  through 
Davidson's  hat.  A  constable  was  sent  for,  and 
Davidson  was  taken  before  a  magistrate,  charged 
with  attempting  to  commit  a  robbery ;  but 
upon     Davidson    stating    the    simple    facts    of 
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the  case,   precisely  as  it  occurred,  that  he  was 
courting  the  daughter,  with  the  privity  of  Mrs 
Salt,  though  against  the   desire  of  Mr.   Salt,  he 
immediately   set  Davidson  at  liberty,   and  com- 
mitted Mr.  Salt  to  prison  for  shooting  at  him. 

While  Mr.  Salt  was  in  prison,  he  sent  fcr 
Davidson,  and  promised  him  his  daughter,  if  he 
would  not  prosecute  him.  Davidson  did  not 
appear  against  him,  and  he  was  set  at  liberty. 

Mr.  Salt  afterwards  repented  of  his  promise 
and,  to  evade  the  pledge  he  had  given,  he  told 
Davidson  that  he  would  not  object  if  he  would 
only  wait  till  she  was  of  age.  Davidson  com- 
municated to  Miss  Salt  the  wish  of  her  father. 
She  replied,  "  You  know  my  sentiments  towards 
you  now.  I  cannot  say,  if  I  remain  single  till  I 
am  of  age,  what  they  may  be  then  ;"  and  ex- 
pressed herself  angry  that  Davidson  should  be 
inclined  to  agree  to  her  father's  proposal  for  de- 
ferring their  union.  Davidson  had  previously 
written  to  Jamaica,  to  his  mother,  and  informed 
her  of  his  intended  union,  and  she  had  remitted 
1200/.  to  a  banking  house  in  London,  and  placed 
it  at  his  disposal. 

Miss  Salt  was  sent  by  her  father  to  see  a  re- 
lative in  a  distant  part  of  the  country,  and  before 
she  had  been  many  months  there,  she  married 
another  suitor. 

Davidson,  who  had  entertained  very  great 
affection  for  the  lady,  upon  hearing  that  she  had 
broken  her  faith  with  him,  went  to  a  chemist's 
shop  at  Litchfield,  and  in  a  fit  of  despair,  pur- 
chased some  poison,  and  took  it ;  he  had  not 
swallowed  it  long  before  he  communicated  to  a 
friend  the  rash  act  he  had  committed,  when  the 
latter  immediately  procured  a  powerful  antidote, 
which  Davidson  took,  and  which  destroyed  the 
effect  of  the  poison  in  a  great  degree,  though  he 
was  unwell  for  a  considerable  time  after.     When 
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he  recovered,  he  left  the  place,  and  took  a  large 
house  near  Birmingham. 

With  the  money  his  mother  had  sent  him  he 
entered  into  an  extensive  way  of  business  ;  but 
being,  from  the  disappointment  in  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Salt,  rendered  quite  unsettled  in  his 
mind,  he  did  not  attend  to  his  business,  and  in 
a  short  time  the  whole  of  his  money  was  ex- 
pended. 

Previous  to  his  acquaintance  with  Miss  Salt, 
he  was  employed  by  Lord  Harrowby  to  fit  tap  his 
house,  and  had  frequent  conversations  with  the 
Noble  Lord  upon  the  plan  of  decorating  the  in- 
terior of  the  mansion. 

After  Davidson's  failure  in  business,  near  Bir- 
mingham, he  came  to  London,  and  was  employed 
as  a  journeyman  by  Mr.  Cox,  a  cabinet-maker,  in 
the  Haymarket,  to  whom  he  had  been  strongly 
recommended,  by  some  gentlemen  forming  part  of 
the  congregation  of  a  Chapel  at  Walworth,  which 
Davidson  frequented,  and  where  he  also  made 
himself  active  as  a  teacher  to  the  Sunday-school 
attached  to  the  Chapel.  It  was  during  the  period 
of  his  service  with  Mr.  Cox,  that  the  circumstance 
happened  alluded  to  by  Davidson  on  his  trial, 
of  an  indelicate  attack  on  the  person  of  one  of 
the  female  teachers  at  the  school ;  but  we  are 
compelled  to  state,  that  his  account  of  the  affair 
is  directly  the  reverse  of  the  truth.  The  fact 
was,  that  he  habitually  indulged  in  attempts  of  a 
gross  and  indelicate  nature  on  the  persons,  not 
only  of  the  teachers,  but  even  of  the  children  of 
the  school ;  way-laying  them  on  their  return 
home,  particularly  in  the  evening  after  their 
attendance  on  divine  worship,  and  taking  im- 
proper liberties  with  them.  The  outward  sanctity 
of  the  man  screened  him  from  suspicion,  and  the 
indelicate  nature  of  his  attacks  silenced  for  too 
long  a  period  the  virtuous  and  innocent  females 
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who  were  the  objects  of  his  vile  attempts  ;  but 
at  length  his  conduct  became  too  gross  for  en- 
durance, and  one  of  the  ladies  communicated  it 
to  the  committee.  This  led  to  enquiry,  and  the 
result  was  the  most  perfect  unmasking  of  the 
hypocrite,  who  was  expelled  with  contempt  and 
indignation  from  that  society  and  religious  com- 
munity, which  he  had  so  long  disgraced  by 
making  it  the  means  of  indulging  his  brutal  pro- 
pensities. 

After  this  detection  and  exposure,  his  conduct 
was  more  narrowly  observed,  and  his  habitual 
lying,  prevarication,  and  intrigue,  became  noto- 
rious. Indeed  he  seemed  to  delight  in  evasion, 
and  scarcely  ever  spoke  the  plain  truth. 

About  four  years  ago  he  entered  into  business 
for  himself  at  Walworth,  and  then  married  a  Mrs. 
Lane,  the  widow  of  a  respectable  man,  who  had 
left  her  with  four  small  children  ;  for  a  short  time 
he  appeared  to  be  doing  well.  At  length  trade 
fell  off,  and  he  was  obliged  to  remove  to  London. 
He  then  took  a  lodging  in  Mary-le-bone. 

He  had  known  Harrison  (one  of  the  transported 
conspirators)  for  several  years  previous  to  his 
coming  to  Walworth,  and  by  him  he  was  intro- 
duced to  Thistlewood,  and  by  the  latter  to  Ed- 
wards, the  spy. 

Edwards  frequently  called  upon  Davidson  at 
his  lodgings  during  the  getting  up  of  the  Cato- 
street  plot,  and  was,  for  several  weeks  before,  his 
and  Thistlewood's  constant  companion.  Edwards 
breakfasted  with  Davidson  on  the  morning  before 
the  Cato-street  plot  was  discovered ;  and  on  the 
same  evening,  in  the  presence  of  Mrs.  Davidson, 
gave  him  money  to  get  a  blunderbuss  out  of 
pawn. 

On  the  Sunday  night,  when  Davidson  parted, 
for  the  last  time,  with  his  distressed  wife,  he 
expressed  himself  very  strongly  against  Lord 
Sidmouth. 
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After  he  had  kissed  her,  he  said,  "  If  I  should 
betray  a  weakness  when  I  come  out  on  the  scaf- 
fold, I  hope  the  world  will  not  attribute  it  to 
cowardice,  but  to  my  intense  feelings  for  you  and 
my  dear  children.  Farewell,  love !  pray  that 
God  will  take  mercy  on  me,  and  receive  my  soul." 
Mrs.  Davidson  then  left  him. 

This  unfortunate  woman  is  left  with  six  chil- 
dren ;  four  by  her  former  husband,  and  two 
fine  boys  by  Davidson,  both  under  four  years  of 
age. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  Davidson 
to  his  wife,  enclosing  the  notice  served  upon  him 
by  the  solicitor  for  the  prosecution,  that  the  in- 
dictment for  high  treason  had  been  found  by  the 
Grand  Jury. 

"  My  dear  Sarah, — According  to  the  promise 
your  entreaties  caused  me  to  make  to  you  con- 
cerning matters  of  counsel,  fyc. 

I  have  sent  you  here  the  order  I  received  last  night 
— an  order  for  application  to  either  of  the  several 
justices  therein  mentioned,  whereby  an  order  will 
be  granted  to  the  applicant  for  the  free  admission  of 
counsel,  solicitors,  fyc.  But  I  would  rather,  for 
my  part,  use  such  an  order  for  you  and  my  dear 
children,  in  preference  to  counsel,  &;c. ;  and  would 
now  retain  my  integrity  of  not  having  any,  only  as 
it  is  the  first  time  you  ever  ask  the  favour  of  being 
dictator,  and  as  in  such  considerations  I  did  grant 
you  that  request,  I  will  not  now  fall  from  such  a 
promise,  to  one  whose  sole  interest  and  young 
family  entirely  depends  on  the  result  of  this 
trial.  Therefore,  you  can  be  advised  how  you  are 
to  act ;  for  my  own  part,  I  am  careless  about  it, 
as  I  am  determined  to  maintain  my  integrity  as  a 
man  against  all  the   swarms  of  false  witnesses, 
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and  I  hope  you  will  never  be  persuaded,  or  suffer 
the  public  to  be  led  away  with  a  belief,  that  I  am 
failen  from  that  spirit  maintained  from  my  youth 
up,  and  had  so  long  been  in  possession  of  the 
ancient  name  of  Davidson  (Aberdeen's  boast),  and 
is  now  become  feeble.  Death's  countenance  is 
familiar  to  me.  I  have  had  him  in  view  fifteen 
limes,  and  surely  he  cannot  now  be  terrible.  Keep 
up  that  noble  spirit  for  the  sake  of  your  children, 
and  depend  that,  even  in  death,  it  will  be  main- 
tained, by  your  ever  affectionate  husband, 

"  Wm.  Davidson." 

"  Mrs.  Sarah  Davidson, 
'"'  12,  Elliott-row,  Mary-le-bone." 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  he 
wrote  to  Lord  Harrowby,  referred  to  in  page  357, 
;t  is  evidently  a  rank  falsehood,  written  in  the 
hope,  perhaps,  of  obtaining  a  respite  : 

"  My  Noble  Lord, — It  is  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  I  write  to  inform  your  lordship  of  my 
innocence  of  the  charge  wherein  I  am  shortly 
about  to  suffer  death.  My  Lord,  permit  me  to 
inform  yoar  lordship,  from  the  personal  know- 
ledge I  have  of  your  lordship's  family,  it  is  im- 
possible I  could  be  guilty  of  the  slightest  in- 
tention to  harm  your  lordship  in  any  way.  My 
!ord,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  working  at  your 
ordship's  seat,  in  Sandon-hall,  Staffordshire, 
wherein  I  worked  for  Mr.  Bullock,  of  Rugeley, 
and  would  at  any  time  rather  lose  my  life  in  your 
defence  than  to  be  an  accomplice  to  harm  you,  or 
any  other  man,  be  his  condition  ever  so  poor, 
much  more  so  many  illustrious  persons,  and 
^mong  them  one  I  had  so  great  a  respect  for, 
.Tom  personal  knowledge,  as  your  lordship.  I 
declare  now  to  your  lordship,  as  I  hope  to  be 
saved,  that  Edwards   was  the  man  who  gave  me 
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the  money  to  redeem  the  blunderbuss,  which 
Adams  carried  away  to  Cato-street ;  I  gave  it  to 
him  not  knowing  of  any  plot :  and,  as  I  related 
to  the  Privy-Council,  Mr.  Goldworthy  met  me 
in  John-street,  Portland-road ;  he  gave  me  a 
sword  to  take  to  Cato-street,  and  a  bundle,  which 
contained  belts.  When  I  found  I  was  entrapped, 
I  naturally  attempted  to  escape,  but  never  fired. 
I  never  had  any  pistols  in  my  possession  ;  and,  in 
truth  my  lord,  Mr.  Edwards  must  know  that  I  am 
not  that  man  of  colour  that  was  in  their  party,  if 
he  will  do  me  the  justice  to  say  so." 


JOHN  THOMAS  BRUNT 

Was  born  in  Union-street,  Oxford-street, 
London.  His  father  was  a  tailor:  he  appren- 
ticed his  only  son  John  Thomas,  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  to  Mr.  Brookes,  a  lady's  shoe- 
maker, in  Union- street.  He  served  Mr.  Brookes 
till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when,  his  father 
dying,  his  mother  purchased  the  remainder  of  his 
time,  and  his  indentures  were  given  up  to  her,  and 
he  supported  his  mother  for  some  years  by  his 
labour. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  articled 
himself  to  learn  the  boot-closing ;  and,  in  a  short 
time  became  an  excellent  workman.  A  prize- 
boot  in  the  shop  of  a  tradesman  in  the  Strand  was 
made  by  him.  When  he  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age  he  married  a  respectable  young  woman, 
named  Welch.  On  the  1st  of  May,  1806,  she 
brought  him  a  boy,  who  is  now  living  with  his 
mother.  He  was  fourteen  years  of  age  on  the 
day  his  unfortunate  father  suffered  the  sentence 
cif  the  law.     Brunt  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age. 

The  following  lines  were  written  by  Brunt  in 
the  Tower,  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  sending  a 
letter  in  answer  to  one  written  by  the  Major,  that 
the  alleged  traitors  were  not  to  be  allowed  knives 
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or  forks,  and  only,  to  be  allowed  to  walk  on  the 
leads  an  hour  each  dav  : 

The  Home  Department's  Secretaire, 
His  orders  they  would  make  you  stare ; 
An  hour  a  day  allowed  to  walk, 
But  mind  you  neither  wink  nor  talk  ! 
For  these  are  gifts  of  human  reason, 
And  you  are  adepts  in  high  treason  : 
No  bigger  rogues  on  earth  there  be  on, 
For  so  says  Edwards  the  espione! 
Let  them  eat  and  drink  and  sleep, 
But  knives  and  forks  pray  from  them  keep, 
As  they  '11  commit  assassination — 
The  rogues  would  overturn  the  nation ! 


~B~ 


At  the  bottom  of  the  above  lines  were  written 
the  following  couplets : 

In  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight, 
He  can't  be  wrong  whose  life  is  in  the  right. 
Life's  but  a  jest,  and  all  things  show  it, 
I  thought  so  once,  but  now  I  know  it  ! 

J.  T.  Brunt,  Tower  of  London. 

The  following  verses  were  written  by  Brunt, 
in  Newgate,  on  the  Sunday  evening,  after  taking 
leave  of  his  wife ;  they  were  inclosed  in  an  enve- 
lope, which  was  addressed  to  his  wife ;  it  con- 
tained also  a  shilling,  the  last  money  he  possessed, 
and  he  requested  his  wife  to  keep  the  shilling  for 
his  sake  as  long  as  she  lived : 

Tho'  in  a  cell  I  'm  close  confin'd, 
No  fears  alarm  the  noble  mind  : 
Tho'  death  itself  appears  in  view, 
Daunts  not  the  soul  sincerely  true  ! 
Let  Sidmouth  and  his  base  colleagues 
Cajole  and  plot  their  dark  intrigues  ; 
Still  each  Briton's  last  words  shall  be, 
Oh  !   give  me  death  or  liberty  ! 

J.  T.  Bkunt,  Newgate,  April  30,  1820 
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Protftdings  relative  to  George  Edwards,  the  Spy 


On  Tuesday,  the  2d  May,  Mr.  Alderman  Wood 
rose  a\  his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
said,  that  "  he  had  a  question  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  house,  which  he  considered 
as  oni;  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  particu- 
larly 10  the  house  itself.  He  might  be  wrong  in 
the  course  M-hich  he  had  proposed  to  himself  to 
pursue  ;  but,  if  he  were,  the  Speaker  would,  no 
doubt,  instruct  him  what  was  the  proper  mode  of 
bring.ng  the  matter  forward.  He  had  come  to 
the  determination  of  treating  it  as  a  breach  of 
privilege ;  and  would  here  very  briefly  state  what 
were  the  facts. 

"  Seven  persons  had  applied  to  him,  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity  of  magistrate,  for  a  warrant  to  take 
up  a  man,  stated  to  be  then  resident  in  Fleet- 
street,  whose  name  was  said  to  be  George  Ed- 
wards. He  immediately  went  into  a  private 
examination  of  those  individuals,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Sir  W.  Domville.  Four  of  the  parties 
deposed  to  some  very  material  facts,  some  ot 
which,  affecting  the  safety  of  that  house,  he  should 
now  mention ;  but  others,  which  were  detailed  at 
great  length,  were  of  too  horrible  a  description 
for  him  to  repeat. 

"  They  involved  a  plot,  not  merely  to  effect 
the  destruction  of  that  house,  and  the  honourable 
members  within  it,  but  of  one  of  the  highest  per- 
sonages in  this  kingdom,  and  of  his  majesty's 
ministers  also.  He  would,  however,  confine  him- 
self to  the  facts  of  the  case  as  they  regarded  that 
house.  He  would  read  the  words  of  the  depo- 
sition. 
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"  Some  time  in  that  year  deponent  saw  a  man, 
of  the  name  of  Edwards,  going  from  one  public- 
house  to  another,  inviting  persons  to  unite  with 
him  in  the  execution  of  the  plots  against  the  go- 
vernment, which  he  intended  to  bring  forward. 
It  then  went  on  to  state,  that  one  of  his  great 
plots  was  this  : — He  said, '  that  he  could  bring  into 
the  House  of  Commons  six  or  eight  men  very  rea- 
dily, and  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  they  should 
come  in  clean.'  By  that  expression  he  meant, 
that  they  might  easily  enter  the  House  with  some- 
thing under  their  arms ;  for  they  could  so  come 
into  the  lobby  and  other  parts  of  the  House  with 
books;  no  objection  would  be  offered  to  their 
passing  in  with  books  under  their  arms. 

"  These  books  were  to  have  been  filled  with 
gun-barrels,  cut  down  to  the  length  of  four  inches 
only,  which  were  to  be  filled  with  gunpowder, 
and  plugged  up  at  both  ends ;  and  these  imple- 
ments being  thrown  down  in  the  middle  of  the 
House,  upon  some  occasion  of  a  full  attendance, 
when  it  would  be  in  a  very  crowded  state,  would 
explode  with  great  violence,  and  cause  much- 
destruction.  The  deposition  went  on  to  shew, 
that  Edwards  on  one  occasion  said,  '  Thistle  wood 
is  the  boy  for  us  ;  he's  the  one  to  do  our  work : 
he  will  very  soon  be  out  of  Horsham-gaol.'  Now 
the  evidence  next  showed,  that,  two  days 
after,  Thistlewood  did  come  out  of  Horsham- 
gaol,  and  he  was  introduced  to  this  Edwards  at 
the  house  of  Preston,  the  cobbler ;  and  that 
which  was  the  strongest  confirmation  of  the  whole 
statement,  and  proved  it  beyond  all  doubt,  was, 
that  Edwards  did  get  those  very  books  made  for 
the  purpose  ;  and  that  he  procured  the  gun-barrels, 
and  had  them  cut  up. 

"  At  that  time,  too,  he  had  not  money  enough 
to  buy  a  pot  of  beer.  All  at  once,  however,  he 
got  supplied  with  cash,  and  was  enabled  to  pur- 

3  u 
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chase  several  other  weapons  ot  defence,  and  arms, 
which  the  deponents  spoke  of. 

"  Now,  this  was  the  general  substance  of  the 
depositions  as  they  regarded  that  house ;  as  to 
the  other  parts,  which  related  to  the  intended 
taking  off  of  certain  individuals,  he  had  hardly 
satisfied  himself  what  might  be  the  best  mode  of 
proceeding ;  or  whether,  from  the  nature  of  the 
case,  he  might  be  justified  in  asking  the  House  to 
indulge  him  with  a  committee  of  secrecy,  in  which 
case  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  proceed 
with  his  present  observations.  The  other  details, 
however,  which  he  did  not  at  present  feel  it  his 
duty  to  bring  before  the  House,  were  of  a  most 
terrible  description,  and  unfolded  plots  of  the 
most  dreadful  character. 

"  The  persons  who  had  made  the  depositions 
were  respectable  persons,  and  not  at  all  impli- 
cated in  the  late  legal  proceedings,  as  having  been 
evidence  for  the  crown  or  for  the  prisoners.  He 
had  had  several  other  persons  with  him  that  same 
morning,  who  were  all  ready  to  swear  that  they 
knew  Edwards  to  have  been  engaged  in  these 
plots  from  time  to  time.  He  had  been  asked  by 
several  individuals,  how  he  intended  to  proceed 
in  this  case ;  and  he  could  now  declare,  that  his 
mind  was  made  up  to  call  that  person  (Edwards) 
before  the  bar  of  the  house.  Whether,  however, 
he  should  ask  for  a  committee  of  secrecy,  or  pro- 
ceed in  any  other  way,  he  was  ready  to  bring 
this  important  business  before  them,  and  he 
thought  that  he  discharged  his  duty  in  so 
doing.  He  had  not  thought  it  proper  to  swear 
those  deponents  to  the  truth  of  their  allegations, 
because  all  the  acts  charged  against  Edwards 
were  stated  to  have  occurred  either  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex  or  the  city  of  Westminster.  As  he 
never  interfered  in  such  a  case,  he  told  the  par- 
ties that  they  must  go  before  a  magistrate,  either 
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of  Westminster  or  of  the  county ;  or  else  that  they 
must  apply  for  a  warrant  to  Lord  Sidmouth.  He 
directed  them  to  go  to  his  Lordship ;  and  pro- 
mised that,  upon  procuring  the  warrant,  he  would 
get  it  immediately  backed,  so  as  to  make  it  ope- 
rative within  the  city  of  London. 

"  He  thought  the  thing  a  matter  of  such  im- 
portance that  he  took  the  depositions  in  charge 
himself;  and  ordered  the  witnesses  to  attend  him 
at  Lord  Sidmouth's  immediately ;  but  it  so  hap- 
pened that  his  Lordship  had  left  the  place  a  few 
minutes  before  his  arrival.  He  left  the  deposi- 
tions with  a  person  whom  he  had  now  in  his  eye, 
and  had  received  an  answer ;  but  he  did  not  think 
proper  now  to  give  it. 

"  The  existence  of  such  a  man  as  this  Edwards 
it  was   almost  impossible   to  conceive.     It  was 
difficult  to  imagine   a  man,  going  about  with  all 
this  boldness  from  public-house  to  public-house — 
nay,    even   from   one   private  house  to  another, 
framing  and  discoursing  of  all  these  plots.     For 
his  own  part,  however,  when  he  looked  at  all  the 
facts,  he  thought  it  clear  that  Edwards  had  be- 
come connected  with  the  conspirators  at  a  very 
early  period ;  and  he  pledged  himself,  that,  if  the 
house  should  adopt  any  question  upon  the  subject, 
he  would  bring  forward  such  evidence  as  must 
convict  the  man.     It  was  only  to  be  apprehended 
that  he  was  not,  perhaps,  in  the  country,  which 
he  might  have  quitted  by  this  time ;  otherwise, 
no  doubt,  there  were  honourable  gentlemen  who 
were  in  possession  of  him,  so  that  he  might  be 
produced.     He,  therefore,  felt  it  his  duty,  under 
all  the  circumstances,  before  he  sat  down,  to  move, 
*  That  George  Edwards  be  immediately  brought 
to  the  bar  of  this  house.'" 

Mr.  Bathurst  objected  to  the  motion,  on 
the  ground  that  an  individual  charged  with  such 
high  crimes  as  those  imputed  to  Edwards,  was 
an  improper  person  to  be  brought    to   the  bar 
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of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  charge  of  a 
breach  of  privilege ;  but  stated  that  there  was  no 
doubt,  if  the  question  was  brought  before  the 
House  in  a  proper  shape  it  would  be  entertained. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood  in  reply  said,  "  that  he 
certainly  set  out  with  intimating  that  he  saw  great 
difficulties  in  this  question,  but  was,  indeed,  quite 
happy  to  hear  it  observed,  that  if  the  business 
were  brought  before  the  House  properly,  the  House 
would  properly  entertain  it.  He  thought  it  right 
to  state,  that  he  had  applied  to  another  quarter, 
to  get  the  individual  in  question  prosecuted,  but 
in  that  application  he  had  been  disappointed. 

"  When  he  first  read  over  the  depositions, 
which  were  of  a  nature,  he  was  sure,  to  make 
every  man  shudder  with  horror,  he  thought  that 
not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost  in  taking  Edwards 
up,  if  he  could  be  found ;  and,  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  he  could  be  found ;  for  he  was  known 
to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  certain  persons 
for  a  long  time.  His  plots  were  truly  diabolical ; 
and  from  the  evidence  it  could  be  proved,  beyond 
contradiction  or  dispute,  '  that  Edwards  was  the 
sole  plotter  and  founder  of  the  whole  Cato-street 
plot.'  At  present  knowing  of  no  other  way  than 
the  motion  he  had  suggested  by  which  the  man 
might  be  brought  to  justice,  he  should  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  House." 

A  short  debate  on  the  question  then  ensued, 
but  it  appearing  that  the  charge  could  not  regu- 
larly be  entertained  by  the  House  as  a  breach  of 
privilege,  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  was  induced  to 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  present. 

On  the  9th  of  May  the  worthy  Alderman,  having 
newly-modelled  his  motion,  so  as  to  move  for  a 
committee  of  secrecy  to  examine  the  depositions 
in  his  possession,  again  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  subject.  He  commenced  by  stating 
that  "  in  bringing  forward  the  motion,  he  had  no 
)bject  in  view  but  the   furtherance  of  justice,  no 
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end  to  attain  but  the  elucidation  of  certain  extra- 
ordinary facts.  He  had  not  willingly  embarked 
in  this  business,  which  he  wished  to  have  been 
taken  up  by  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He  had 
done  all  he  could  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department*  to  bring  to  trial  and 


*  The  following  are  copies  of  letters  which  passed  between 
Lord  Sidmouth  and  Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  on  the  subject : 

From  Lord  Sidmouth  to  Mr.  Alderman  Wood. 

Whitehall,  April  2-6,  1820. 

Sir, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  the  statements  of  Mary  Barker, 
Thomas  Chambers,  William  Tunbridge,  and  George  Pickard, 
which  you  left,  in  my  absence,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Clive. 

You  are  probably  aware,  from  the  list  of  witnesses  which  has 
been  delivered  to  the  prisoners  now  on  their  trial,  that  George 
Edwards,  who  is  alluded  to  in  those  statements,  is  named  in  that 
list,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  as  a  witness  for  the  Crown ;  and 
there  does  not  appear  to  me  any  sufficient  ground  for  instituting 
any  proceedings  against  him. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Mr.  Alderman  Wood,  fyc.  frc.  Sidmouth. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

My  Lord, — Having  brought  a  question  respecting  Georg 
Edwards  before  the  House  last  evening,  it  is  my  intention  to 
renew  that  question  in  a  different  form.  I  have  received  consi- 
derable information,  besides  those  documents  I  left  at  your  Lord- 
ship's office,  confirming  the  infamous  conduct  of  Edwards.  I 
have,  therefore,  to  request  your  Lordship  will  prevent  Edwards 
from  leaving  the  country,  as  I  have  been  this  day  informed  he  is 
preparing  to  leave  England  for  America. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
May  3,  1820.  M.  Wood. 

From  Lord  Sidmouth  to  Mr.  Alderman  Wood. 

Whitehall,  May  3,  1820 
Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  in  which  you 
request  me  to  prevent  George  Edwards  from  leaving  this 
country  ;  and,  in  reply,  I  have  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  know  of 
no  ground  which  could  justify  me  in  issuing  a  warrant  against 
Edwards,  that  being  the  only  mode  by  which  I  could  comply 
vith  your  request. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Mr.  Alderman  Wood.  Sidmouth. 
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to  punishment  the  individual  whose  name  was 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  late  conspiracy. 
He  had  done  so  as  a  magistrate. 

"  In  consequence  of  information  which  he  had 
received,  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  lay  before  the 
Secretary  of  State  all  the  documents  he  could 
collect  on  the  subject  of  Edward's  proceedings ; 
and  he  produced  a  number  of  persons  who  were 
»*eady  to  swear  to  the  matters  contained  in  their 
depositions.  He  farther  added,  in  his  corres- 
pondence with  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  he 
was  then  enabled  to  bring  forward  a  considerable 
body  of  evidence  in  support  ef  what  had  pre- 
viously been  alleged.  He  had  attentively  looked 
over  a  vast  number  of  depositions,  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  of  great  importance.  He  had  brought 
down  about  thirty  of  them ;  and  he  craved  the 
indulgence  of  the  house  while  he  read  over  the 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

My  Lord, — I  am  honoured  with  your  Lordship's  answer  to 
my  letter  of  yesterday,  respecting  George  Edwards,  wherein 
you  state,  that  "  you  know  of  no  ground  which  could  justify 
you  in  issuing  a  warrant  against  him."  I  consider  that  those 
depositions  which  I  left  at  your  Lordship's  office,  contain  such 
"marges  as  would  fully  justify  your  Lordship  in  apprehending 
George  Edwards.  Perhaps  your  Lordship's  objections  are,  that 
they  are  not  sworn ;  if  so,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  parties 
♦vere  in  attendance  at  your  Lordship's  office,  to  give  evidence, 
and  wore  ready  to  be  sworn  to  their  statements,  and  are  now 
ready,  at  an  hour's  notice,  to  attend  your  Lordship.  I  have  also 
other  evidence  to  produce. 

J.  remain,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
/7,  South  Audley-stceet,  May  4,  1820.  M.  Wood 

From  Lord  Sidm&utfi  to  Mr.  Alderman  Wood. 

Whitehall,  May  4,  1820. 
Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day's  date,  in  which  I  see  no  ground  for  altering  the  opinion 
communicated  tq^you  in  my  former  letters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Sidmouth. 
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whole  of  this  evidence,  preparatory  to  his  moving 
for  a  secret  committee.  His  only  wish  was  that 
a  secret  committee  should  be  appointed ;  and  if 
the  House  at  once  agreed  to  it,  he  should  be  quite 
contented  with  that  result. 

"  If  he  could  show  that  Edwards  was  the 
person  who  directed  that  plot — if  he  could  show 
that  he  was  going  about  for  two  years  endeavour- 
ing to  effect  it — if  he  could  prove  that  it  was 
Edwards  who  purchased  the  swords  and  the  arms 
of  all  kinds — if  he  could  prove,  by  good  evidence, 
that  it  was  he  who  made  the  instruments  o* 
destruction  which  were  produced  on  the  trial,  and 
others  which  might  now  be  produced — he  thought 
it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  the  House  to 
refuse  his  motion.  He  could  substantiate  all  this 
by  evidence — by  the  evidence  of  persons  whose 
characters  could  not  be  impeached.  He  could 
bring  forward  witnesses,  who  had  lived  four,  five, 
and  six  years  with  their  employers,  from  whom  they 
had  received  the  best  of  characters.  They  stated,, 
.hat  Edwards  had  called  on  them  at  different 
times,  and  had  endeavoured  to  seduce  them  :  that 
he  had  drawn  them  into  public-houses — that  he 
had  made  purchases  of  arms — and  that  he  had 
sent  arms  to  their  houses,  they  not  knowing  from 
whom  those  arms  came,  until  subsequent  evide'  e 
made  them  acquainted  with  the  fact. 

"  He  had  traced  this  man  during  a  period  of 
five  years,  although  his  motion  was  confined  to 
two.  Some  years  ago  he  was  living  at  Windsor, 
and  some  favour  was  shown  to  him  by  persons 
about  the  Castle.  He  was  employed  as  a  modeller 
in  plaster-of-Paris*.     Sometimes  he  was  in  deep 


*  The  following  account  of  a  professional  intercourse  with 
Edwards,  who  strove  hard  to  convert  it  into  a  political  con- 
nection, has  been  published  by  Mr.  Carlile. 

"  On  my  entering  the  house  at  55,  Fleet-street,  I  became  the 
neighbour  of  Edwards,  who  previously  held  the  little  shop  which 
bears  the  No.  55\  as  being  part  of  56.     Edwards  was  no  sooner 
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adversity,  at  other  times  his  circumstances  were 
better.     At   one  period   he   was   walking   about 

aware  that  I  had  taken  55,  than  he  strenuously  applied  himself 
to  become  a  tenant  or  lodger  of  mine,  before  1  had  the  least 
idea  of  letting  any  part  of  the  house.  I  had  a  strong  dislike  to 
his  appearance,  and  particularly  the  party  whom  he  stated  himself 
to  be  connected  with,  which  were  the  Spenceans,  and  conse- 
quently gave  him  no  hopes  that  I  should  receive  him  as  lodger. 

•        ••••••••• 

He  was  in  the  habit  of  coming  into  the  shop  to  purchase  my 
pamphlets,  and  I  soon  conceived  the  notion  of  having  a  figure  of 
Paine  modelled  ;  he  expressed  himself  quite  anxious  for  the  job, 
and  observed,  that  from  his  admiration  of  the  principles  of 
Paine,  he  would  be  satisfied  with  a  small  price  for  it.  On  my 
wishing  to  fix  him  to  a  price,  he  proposed  five  pounds,  which  would 
jv.st  cover  the  expense  he  should  be  at,  without  including  his 
time  or  abilities  :  this  was  agreed  on  immediately,  and  he  was 
to  proceed  forthwith  :  this  happened  in  the  latter  part  of  Febru- 
ary, or  beginning  of  March. 

"  A  few  days  after  Mr.  Edwards  expressed  a  wish  to  have 
the  money  before  hand,  and  observed,  that  it  was  usual  with 
modellers.  I  hesitated,  refused,  and  offered  him  one  pound, 
which  he  accepted.  A  head,  or  bust,  was  soon  ready,  and  I 
gave  him  three  guineas  further,  for  the  copyright  of  it,  but  I 
could  get  him  no  further  with  the  figure,  (although  I  had  gone 
to  the  expense  of  the  pedestal  and  other  requisites  for  it,)  until 
the  fall  of  the  year,  the  whole  of  which  time  he  appeared  to  be  in 
a  state  of  abject  poverty, — was  obliged  to  give  up  his  shop,  and 
was  never  to  be  found  at  home.  I  urged  him,  by  continual 
messages,  to  proceed  with  the  figure,  and,  in  the  month  of 
September,  I  got  him  to  finish  it. 

******** 
Edwards  was  paid  for  his  figure  before  it  was  finished  and  set 
up,    and    altogether    considerably    in    addition    to    the    first 
agreement. 

"  From  this  time  he  stuck  very  close  to  me,  on  one  pretence 
and  the  other  ;  followed  me  twice  to  Blackheath,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  modelling  my  likeness  on  his  own  account,  which  he 
completed  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison,  without  any  apparent 
object  of  making  any  thing  of  it.  He  pleaded  great  poverty, 
and  twice  solicited  the  loan  of  money  from  me,  after  the  figure 
of  Paine  was  finished  and  paid  for ;  I  as  often  refused  him, 
because  his  whole  conduct  had  convinced  me  that  he  was  both 
''ishonest  and  ill-disposed.  I  had  never  the  smallest  idea  that 
e  was  a  spy,  and  as  I  knew  him  to  be  in  the  habit  of  running 
.fter  Thistlewood  and  his  party,  I  often  asked  him  what  project 
wty  had  in  view,  as  a  matter  of  joke 
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the  streets  selling  his  busts,  without  snoes  or 
stockings ;  and  all  at  once  he  became  compara- 
tively rich.  To  account  for  this,  he  stated  that  he 
was  the  relation  of  a  German  count,  from  whom 
he  had  received  some  money ;  in  obtaining  which, 
he  said,  he  was  assisted  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 
This  circumstance  was  sufficient  to  excite  suspi- 
cion in  any  rational  mind. 

"  He  would  also  prove  that  Edwards  had  been 
long  connected  with  the  police-officers.  This  was 
a  point  which  certainly  must  be  considered  as 
very  important.  He  pledged  himself  to  show 
that  Edwards  was  in  connexion  with  a  police- 
officer  who  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Castles,  and 
by  whom  Castles  was  employed  to  entice  indi- 
viduals to  assist  in  the  liberation  of  French  officers, 
those  individuals  being  immediately  afterwards 
seized,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  reward. 
If  he  traced  deeds  of  this  description  to  Edwards, 
he  contender."  that  the  committee  ought  to  be 
granted.  All  this,  doubtless,  would  be  denied  ; 
but  he  was  prepared  to  prove  it,  and  was  deter- 
mined to  do  his  duty.  He  had  sought  out  the 
history  of  this  man,  as,  on  a  former  occasion,  he 
investigated  and  exposed  the  conduct  of  three 
individuals  who  stood  in  a  similar  situation,  and 
who,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  reward,  were 
inciting  men  to  the  commission  of  crimes. 

"  When,  at  last,  he  brought  the  villany  of  this 
atrocious  traitor  (he  could  not  denominate  him  a 
man)  before  the  House — when  he  traced  him, 
forming  his   plots — meeting  individuals  at  an  ap- 

"  It  was  Edwards  who  informed  me  that  the  person  who 
visited  me  in  the  Kind's  Bench  Prison,  in  company  with  David- 
son, was  a  spy,  and  that  it  was  he  who  conveyed  all  the  infor- 
mation to  Lord  Sidmouth  and  the  Lord  Mayor.  Edwards  was 
the  fourth  person  who  entered  the  room  while  they  were  there, 
and  it  struck  me  forcibly  that  there  was  a  strange  coolness  and 
distance  between  the  three  who  had  frequently  met  tog  'her 
before.  I  had  never  for  a  moment  suspected  Edward:  to  be 
emv  thing  further  tlinn  an  idle,  dissolute  character." 

3  i 
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pointed    place,    for  the   purpose   of  carrying  his 
schemes    into    execution — telling   them,    if  they 
were  surprised,  to  proceed  to  Lord  Harrow  by  s — 
employing  himself  in  making  those  arms  which 
were  produced  on  the  trial — and,  above  all,  when 
he  proved  that  Edwards  had  brought  Thistlewood 
to  the  lodging  at  Davis's  house — that  he  had  hired 
that  lodging  for  him — that  he  did  not  cause  his 
apprehension  the  night  of  the  discovery,  but  that 
he   caused   his   arrest  the  next  morning,   having 
waited    until    the    Gazette,  offering  a  reward    of 
1,000/.,  was  published  ; — when  he  proved  all  this, 
could   they  refuse  a  full  and  fair   enquiry  r    He 
could  incontestibly  show,  that  Edwards  told  the 
persons  engaged  in  the  conspiracy,  in  case  they 
were    disturbed,    to    follow    him    to    Grosvenor- 
square  ;    that  he  accompanied  a  part  of  them  on 
their  way  towards   Cato-street  to  Iiolborn ;  that 
ne  quarrelled   with  one  of  the  persons  who  de- 
clined going  further  ;  that  when  the  discovery  was 
made,  he  informed   Mrs.    Thistlewood  where  her 
husband  was  ;    that  he  went  the  next  morning  to 
Harris's,  and  desired  him  to  keep  Thistlewood  all 
clay,  and  that  he  would  be  removed  at  night ;  and 
finally,  that  he  brought  the  officers  to  seize  him. 
"  He    could   further  show  that    Edwards    had 
taken  lodgings,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Walls, 
in  Pimlico.     He  referred   the  owner  of  the  house 
to  a  porter,  at  Buckingham-gate,  for  his  character, 
who  told  him,    '  This  is  Mr.   Walls,  of  Windsor. 
He  remained  at  these  lodgings  for  a  considerable 
time  with  a  police-officer. 

"  He  would  now  proceed  to  the  depositions : 
"A     person     named     Pickard*,     a    weaver, 


*  Our  limits  will  not  admit  the  insertion  of  all  the  depositions 
read  by  the  worthy  Alderman  in  support  of  his  motion  ;  we, 
however,  present  our  readers  with  copies  of  two  of  them,  to 
3new  the  course  pursued  by  the  infamous  Edwards  in  entrapping 
his  destined  victims,  which  was  nearly  the  same  in  all  cases. — 
The  following  is  Pickard's  deposition  :  „ 
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working  for  his  father,  deposed  that  he  had 
casually  met  with  Edwards  at  a  public-house. 
Edwards  called  him  by  name,  though  he  did  not 
recollect  having  seen  him  before.  Edwards  tol.^ 
him  "  It  was  time  the  b — y  thieves  icas  des- 
troyed. A  number  of  persons,  say  six  (he  con- 
tinued), might  get  admission  into  the  gallery  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  provided  with  tin  cases, . 
painted  to  represent  books,  and  rilled  with  pistol- 

"  George  Pickard,  15,  Hare-Street,  Bethnal  Green,  says, 
I  know  Edwards.  I  first  saw  him  before  the  first  Smithfield 
Meeting.  I  never  much  associated  with  him,  I  considered  him 
so  much  of  a  blackguard.  I  knew  his  brother  also,  who  was 
secretary  to  the  Spencean  Society.  I  met  him  some  time  about 
July,  at  the  White  Lyon  in  Wych  Street ;  there  were  two  or 
three  others  there.  He  knew  me,  better  than  I  did  him.  He 
asked  me  how  I  did,  and  said,  '  What  a  pity  it  is,  Pickard,  that 

we  can  t  destroy   these  b vermin.'      A   trifling  conversation 

took  place  ;  at  last,  '  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,'  said  he,  '  any  body 
can  get  into  the  House  of  Commons  with  an  order,  nor  does 
it  require  that  they  should  go  clean.  Suppose  we  have  an  iron 
case  made  in  the  shape  of  a  book  (for  any  person  is  allowed  to 
carry  in  a  book,)  and  have  some  old  gun  or  pistol  barrels,  which 
may  be  got  cheap,  cut  into  pieces  about  three  or  four  inches 
long :  let  them  be  plugged  up  at  each  end  with  lead,  and  the 
centre  filled  with  powder,  and  a  touch-hole  made  ;  half  a  dozen 
of  cases  may  be  made  full  of  them,  for  a  similar  number  of  men 
to  take  into  the  House.  One  man  might  have  a  bottle  of  phos- 
phorous, and  a  lighted  match  might  be  taken  with  a  piece  of  a 
rope,  without  giving  any  alarm  to  the  persons  present,  and  ap- 
plied to  the- fuse,  which  would  communicate  with  the  contents 
of  the  cases — they  should  be  thrown  when  the  House  was  full, 
from  the  gallery.      The  opportunity  should  be  taken  when  some 

important  business   was  going  forward.      '  What  b y  des- 

struction  it  would  make,'  said  he,  seemingly  quite  pleased,  and 
laughing  at  the  idea.  He  next  said,  that  Thistlewood  woukd 
loon  be  out,  and  he  was  the  boy  for  doing  business.  When 
he  comes,  we  will  set  all  things  to  rights.  After  some  further 
talk,  he  drew  out  a  grenade,  saying,  '  What  do   you  think  of 

this?'  '  What  do  you  call  it?'  said  1  ;   '  Oh,  you  are  a  d <t 

fool,  you  know  nothing;'    and   then   he  told  me  it  was  a  hand 
grenade.      He  asked  me  if  I  would  make  one  of  thirty  or  forty 
*ien  for  some   desperate  purpose,  which  he  did   not  explain  ; 
but  suc.-h  things  he  added,  should  not  be  entered  into  without 

having   a  guard   against  the   b y    police.     Upon  which   he 

drew  forth  a  curious  instrument  from  his  waistcoat  pocket,  and 

3  I  l2 
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barrels.  One  of  these,  provided  with  hemp  as  a 
fuse,  might  be  thrown  into  the  House,  when  the 
members  were  engaged  in  debate."  Deponent 
farther -said,  that  Edwards  gave  him  a  small  steel 
Instrument,  to  fix  to  a  walking-stick.  He  also 
stated  that  Edwards  was  constantly  going  after 
him. 

"  Another  individual,  William  Coudry,  stated, 
that  he  attended  several  meetings  when  Edwards 
was  present,  and  was  informed  by  him,  on  one  oc- 
casion, that  a  cabinet  dinner  was  to  be  given  at 
Lord  Westmoreland's,  at  which  Lord  Castlereagh 

would  be  present.     Edwards  said,  '  the  b y 

Irish  butcher  must  be  made  away  with.'  Coudry 
stated  also  that  he  had  often  seen  Edwards  after- 
wards preparing  destructive  instruments. 

"  A  person  named  Seymour  stated,  that  he 
knew  Edwards  four  or  five  years,  having  met  him 
some  time  ago,   and  he  proposed  that  deponent 

said,  it  might  be  put  into  a  common  walking  cane  by  having  a 
hole  bored  in  the  bottom,  and  be  instantly  fit  for  use.  I  told 
him  I  must  know  him  better  before  I  would  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  him.  He  replied,  that  Thistlewood  knew  him  well,  and 
that  that  would  be  a  sufficient  recommendation.  I  met 
Edwards  and  Thistlewood  previous  to  the  Cato-Street  business, 
on  the  Saturday.  Thistlewood  asked  me  various  questions  res- 
pecting business,  and  after  shaking  hands  he  bid  me  good  day. 
Then  Edwards  turned  quite  round,  and  after  looking  for  some 
minutes,  held  his  hand  out  to  shake  hands.  1  do  not  recollect 
the  first  few  sentences  that  passed,  but  on  parting  he  said,  '  You 

1) Pickard,  you  must  fight  before  long.'      On   the  following 

Monday  two  persons  called  at  my  lodgings,  when  I  was  absent, 
and  inquired  for  me.  One  of  them  answered  the  description  of 
Edwards.  They  left  no  message,  but  called  again  on  Tuesday, 
but  I  was  away  :  1  never  heard  of  him  since  then.  Previous  to 
the  last  time  of  my  seeing  Edwards  I  went  to  the  Scotch  Arms, 
in  Round-Court,  Strand,  and  saw  Adams  and  Edwards  there. 
1'hey  both  talked  about  destroying  the  Ministers,  and  invited 
me  to  go  to  a  meeting,  and  Adams  gave  me  a  grenade,  and 
Edwards  gave  me  a  small  pike.  I  told  Whadman  of  tlio 
eircumstance  ;  he  advised  me  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
business  Adams  and  Edwards  called  at  my  lodgings  the  day 
before  the  Cato-stceet  business,  but  I  had  left." 
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should  go  to  a  meeting-  in  Smithfield.  He  replied 
to  Edwards,  that  he  would  not  go,  for  that  he  was 
not  inclined  to  join  in  those  bad  pranks.  Edwards 
afterwards  told  this  man  that  the  meeting  had  not 
turned  out  to  their  expectation.  This  was  a  man 
of  considerable  respectability.  Another  man  had 
seen  Edwards  at  a  coffee-house,  in  June,  and  was 
told  by  him  that  the  only  means  was,  to  destroy 
his  majesty's  ministers,  by  throwing  hand-gre- 
nades into  their  carriages.  Another  individual 
was  called  on  by  Edwards  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust, three  days  after  the  dispersion  of  the  meeting. 
Edwards  stated  to  him,  that  Manchester  was  on 
fire,  that  the  New  Bailey  was  taken,  and  that  Hunt 
as  killed,  and  added,  '  Come  out  immediately, 
all  are  ready ;  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  rallying 
our  forces.'  Edwards  came  again  at  eight  in 
the  evening,  and  said  something  so  wicked, 
that  the  man  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
him. 

"  Edwards  called  on  another  man  at  his  mecha- 
nical business,  and  asked  if  the  men  were  all  re- 
formers. After  coming  several  times  he  saw  a 
sword  hung  up  in  the  place,  and  said  he  would  be 
very  much  obliged  to  him  for  it.  The  individual 
gave  it.  Edwards  said,  '  you  have  more  V  He 
replied  that  he  had  not.  Edwards  said  such  swords 
were  very  cheap,  and  they  could  get  them  as 
cheap  as  the  government.  The  man  gave  him  no 
more,  but  soon  afterwards  a  bundle  was  brought 
to  him  containing  twenty-four  swords  and  some 
pikes,  and  Edwards  carried  away  a  number  of 
them  under  his  coat,  and  sent  for  others.  He  said 
to  this  individual,  '  Pray  come  and  see  what  we 
are  about.'  He  went,  and  saw  Edwards  in  a 
flannel  jacket,  surrounded  with  combustibles ;  he 
saw  him  making  cartridges  and  hand-grenades, 
and  arranging  all  the  implements  of  destruction. 
The  man,  who  had  formerly  been  at  sea,  would 
stay  no  longer. 
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"  A  man  of  the  name  of  Chambers  *  was  visited 
by  Edwards,  and  was  desired  to  permit  him  to 

*  Chamber's  deposition,  is  as  follows  : — 

"  I,  Thomas  Chambers,  say,  that  I  am  a  bootmaker,  residing 
at  3,  Heathcock  Court,  Strand,  and  have  been  in  the  em- 
ployment of  Mr.  — — — ,  shoemaker,  Tavistock-street,  for 
seven  years,  and  still  continue  to  work  for  him;  that  about 
five  months  ago  I  became  acquainted  with  George  Edwards, 
by  meeting  him  by  accident  at  the  White  Lion,  Wych-street ; 
that  some  time  after  he  called  upon  me,  at  which  I  was 
much  surprised,  not  knowing  much  of  him  ;  he  at  the  same  time 
talked  about  politics  in  a  strange  violent  manner ;  he  came  to 
me  again  soon  after,  and  held  the  same  sort  of  language,  saying, 
'  It  was  nonsense  talking,  people  must  arm  themselves.'  On 
Christmas  Eve  he  again  called  on  me,  with  several  persons, 
among  whom  were  two  Irishmen,  who  were  drunk,  and  whom  I 
tad  never  seen  before.  Edwards  at  this  time  had  with  him  an 
jld  cavalry  sword  which  he  kept  under  his  coat,  and  also  a 
pword  stick  in  his  hand.  He  said  to  the  Irishmen,  '  would  not 
you  wish  to  have  Castlereagh's  head  to  carry  about  on  a  pole,  for 
the  good  he  has  done  your  country.'  One  of  the  Irishmen  said, 
'  He,'  meaning  Lord  Castlereagh,  '  is  a  big  rogue  ;'  on  which  Ed- 
wards said,  '  Here  is  what  will  cut  off  his  b — y  head.'  One  of  the 
Irishmen  said  he  would  not  enter  into  any  thii.g  until  he  was 
swo.ni.  Edwards  then  asked  me  for  a  Bible  to  swear  the  man :  I 
said,  I  will  have  no  swearing  here,  and  being  at  work,  and  not 
liking  their  language  and  noise,  I  bid  them  to  leave  my  house, 
and  they  went  away.  Edwards  called  on  me  again  about  a  week 
after,  much  against  my  wish,  and  held  forth,  in  violent  language 
about  the  government,  and  said,  '  that  after  the  tyrants  (mean- 
ing ministers)  were  cut  off,  Hunt  and  Cobbett  must  go  to  pot.' 
Finding  I  did  not  like  their  language,  he  went  away.  About  a 
fortnight  before  the  Cato-street  business  Edwards  called  on  me, 
and  said  to  me,  '  the  tyrants  must  fall,'  and  added,  '  all  must 
come  together  armed,  and  you  must  come  with  your  sword  and 
pistol,  as  I  suppose  you  have  got  them.'  I  told  him  I  had  no- 
thing of  the  kind :  he  then  said  that  I  should  not  want  for  them. 
Some  short  time  after  this  he  came  to  my  lodgings  quite  down 
in  spirits,  and  said  he  could  not  find  any  one  to  have  courage  to 
join,  and  he  had  a  great  mind  to  cut  his  throat.  A  short  time 
after  this  Edwards  came  again  with  two  men,  and  in  good 
spirits,  and  said,  '  I  suppose  you  will  go  with  us,  you  know 
what  I  mean  ;'  I  answered,  I  do  not;  he  said,  '  you  are  not  such 
a  fool,  as  not  to  know  there  is  something  on  foot,  we  mean  to 
destroy  ministers.'  I  answered,  that  I  would  not  be  in  such  a 
Despard's  business.  He  then  clapped  his  hand  on  the  wall  of 
the  house,  and  said,  '  this  is  all  lath  and  plaster,  and  you  shan't 
be  safe,  we'll  blow  you  out  of  your  bed.'     I  did  not   see    Ed- 
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leave  there  some  arms.  Edwards  said  that  all 
was  ready.  He  offered  money  to  two  Irishmen 
who  came  in,  and  brought  them  to  a  public-house, 
where  he  treated  them  with  some  drink.  Mary 
Barker,  daughter  of  one  of  the  unfortunate  men, 
stated  that  the  hand-grenades  and  other  things 
found  in  her  father's  (Tidd's)  house,  were  entirely 
brought  in  the  night  before  by  Edwards.  * 

"  Another  individual — he  was  not  desired  bv 
any  of  those  persons  to  conceal  their  names,  and 
if  any  member  wished  for  the  names  he  was  ready 
to  give  them, — the  individual  to  whom  he  alluded 
knew  Edwards ;  he  had  known  William  Edwards, 
brother  of  this  Edwards,  connected  with  the 
police,  and  had  worked  with  him  at  the  palace  at 
Windsor.  This  man  was  conducted  by  Edwards 
to  Cato-street,  but  when  he  saw  the  preparations 
there,  he  immediately  ran  away.  Edwards  pre- 
sented his  sword  to  prevent  another  from  going 
away  from  Cato-street.  To  another  person  Ed- 
wards said,  '  Now  is  the  time  to  destroy  his 
majesty's  ministers,  if  the  country  is  not  to  be 
ruined.'  The  man  replied,  '  Such  a  thing  might 
do  very  well  for  a  foreigner ;  it  would  not  do  for 
an  Englishman.'  Edwards  then  got  Thistlewood 
to  come  along  with  him  to  this  man.  Thistlewood 
had  sold  an  estate  to  a  friend  of  the  man's,  and 

wards  after  this  till  Monday,  the  21st  of  February,  when  be 
came,  in  company  with  a  rery  tall  man,  who  had  a  cast  in  his  eye, 
and  Edwards  had  a  large  bag  with  him,  which  he  requested  me 
to  allow  him  to  leave  in  my  room.  I  asked  him  what  it  con- 
tained, he  replied,  '  Oh!  only  a  few  pistols,  and  such  like.'  I 
instantly  bid  him  take  them  away,  that  I  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  such  things  in  my  place.  He  urged  me  very  much  to 
permit  the  bag  to  remain,  but  I  would  not.  I  again  told  him  I 
would  on  no  account  have  any  thing  to  do  with  such  things,  and 
immediately  made  him  take  the  bag  away,  assisted  by  the  per- 
sons who  came  with  him.  Since  then  1  have  seen  nothing  of 
Edwards." 

*  See  Mary  Barker's  evidence  on  the  Trials,  pages   191,  277, 
315. 
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was  therefore  known  to  him.     But  the  man  said 
to  them,  'I'll  hear  no  more  of  that/ 

"  Another  man  was  applied  to  by  Edwards,  on 
the  19th  of  January,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
the  destruction  of  ministers,  either  in  their  car- 
riages or  at  cabinet  dinners,  was  determined  on. 
He  would  not  weary  the  house  by  detailing  all  the 
practices  of  this  infernal  person.  One  very  long 
and  very  interesting  paper  in  this  matter,  which 
explained  the  whole  from  beginning  to  end,  was 
written  by  one  of  the  unfortunate  individuals  who 
had  been  seduced — it  might  therefore  be  said  that 
it  was  deserving  of  little  credit.  Another  person 
stated  Edwards  to  have  been  patronized  at  Wind- 
sor, and  that  he  knew  him  to  be  a  spy.  Another 
person,  who  had  been  on  the  waggon  at  the  Smith- 
iield  meeting,  stated,  that  Edwards  gave  a  hint 
to  a  person  who  was  about  to  speak  of  what  he 
should  say — gave  him  a  pint  of  beer — told  him  to 
speak  out,  and  among  other  things  suggested,  that 
they  were  ready  with  fire-balls.  It  was  a  very 
extraordinary  disclosure,  and  never  had  there  been 
a  thing  devised  so  well.  In  the  whole  proceed- 
ings not  one  instance  was  found  of  one  person 
seduced,  seducing  another.  A  was  not  found  to 
have  seduced  B;  but  in  all  cases  Edwards  was 
the  seducer. 

"  Of  some  of  the  papers  he  was  not  prepared 
to  give  any  account,  as  they  had  come  into  his 
hands  only  since  he  came  into  the  house ;  but  he 
had  stated  the  facts  brought  forward  by  such  per 
sons  as  were  sufficient  to  convict  Edwards.  He 
should  hear,  perhaps,  that  those  persons  were 
themselves  guilty  of  misprision  of  treason ;  he 
was  prepared  to  hear  that,  and  to  say  something 
in  reply.  But  that  did  not  at  all  lessen  the  guilt 
of  the  individual  who  was  seducing  others  to  acts 
of  treason.  Edwards  had  gone  on  with  these 
practices,  and  supplied  others  with  money.  He 
could  prove  money  to  have  passed  from  Edwards 
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to  many  of  the  deluded  persons.  It  was  remark- 
able that  Edwards  was  near  the  spot  when  Thistle- 
wood  was  taken  in  Harris's  house.  Whether  ho 
had  received  the  1,000/.  or  not,  he  did  not  know. 
If  he  had,  he  could  now  live  without  labour,  at 
least  without  such  labour  as  he  might  otherwise 
be  dependent  on. 

"  This  was  established  by  the  testimony  of  a 
very  respectable  man,  who  kept  a  school  in  St. 
George's,  Hanover-square,  with  respect  to  whose 
conduct  in  this  business  the  trustees  had  held  a 
meeting,  and  found  nothing  to  blame.  This  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Fowler)  was  applied  to  by  Edwards 
under  the  name  of  Wards,  for  lodgings,  and  Mr. 
Wake,  who  kept.  Buckingham-gate,  said  to  Mr. 
Fowler  that  he  was  a  respectable  person.  Aftei 
he  had  been  six  weeks  there,  he  said  to  Mr.  Fow- 
ler, if  Mr.  Sheriff  Parkins  or  Mr.  Sheriff  Roth- 
well  should  call  for  him,  his  name  was  Edwards, 
Mr.  Fowler  exclaimed,  '  Good  God  !  have  I  got 
a  spy  in  my  house  all  this  time?'  There  had  been 
no  subscription  to  provide  any  money,  except  in- 
deed a  trifle  for  one  of  the  persons  implicated, 
who  had  been  in  the  debtors'  prison,  but  it  was 
very  small.  There  had  been,  therefore  no  money 
provided  among  them  that  could  account  for  Ed- 
wards' mode  of  living  and  acting."  The  worthy 
alderman  concluded  by  moving,  '  That  a  secret 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  evidence 
touching  the  criminal  conduct  of  George  Edwards 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  particularly  touching 
his  connexion  with  the  conspiracy  detected  in 
Cato-street' 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Sir  Robert  Wil- 
son, and  a  warm  and  animated  debate,  between 
most  of  the  leading  members  of  the  house  ensued, 
in  which  the  principle  of  employing  spies  wan 
strongly  censured  and  condemned  by  some  mem- 
bers, and  approved  of  and  supported  by  others, 
as  a  justifiable  measure  of  state  policy.  The  ques- 
tion was,  however,  ultimately  negatived. 

Vol.  V.  3  k  110. 


434  CATO-STREET   CONSPIRACY. 

The  exertions  ot  Mr.  Alderman  Wood  in  the 
House  of  Commons  having  been  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  rejection  of  this  motion,  recourse  was  had 
to  the  ordinary  means  of  justice,  and  on  Monday 
the  22d  of  May,  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  County 
of  Middlesex  found  a  true  bill  against  George 
Edwards,  for  High  Treason ;  among  the  wit- 
nesses examined  by  the  Grand  Jury  in  support 
of  the  charge  were,  Mrs.  Thistlewood,  Mrs.  Brunt, 
and  Julian  Thistlewood,  (the  son).  Mr.  Harmer 
was  authorized  to  offer  a  reward  for  the  appre- 
hension of  Edwards,  and  the  following  advertise- 
ment immediately  appeared  in  the  newspapers : — 

HIGH  TREASON. 

One  Hundred  Guineas  Reward. 

A  True  Bill  of  indictment  having  been  found  by  the  Middle- 
sex Grand  Jury  against  GEORGE  EDWARDS  for  HIGH 
TREASON,  whoever  will  apprehend  and  lodge  the  said  George 
Edwards  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Gaols,  shall,  on  application  to 
Mr.  James  Harmer,  of  Hatton-garden,  London,  receive  the 
above  reward. 

The  said  George  Edwards  is  by  trade  a  modeller  ;  he  is  about 
5  feet  3  inches  high,  thin  and  pale  faced,  with  an  aquiline  nose, 
grey  eyes,  and  light  brown  hair  ;  he  has  lately  gone  by  the  name 
of  Wards,  and  is  supposed  to  be  about  to  leave  this  country  for 
New  Brunswick  under  that  assumed  name. 

The  retreat  of  Edwards  was,  however,  never 
discovered.  He  remained  concealed  for  some 
time  in  London  ;  and  afterwards  went  abroad,  it 
is  supposed,  under  a  fictitious  name,  to  fill  some 
situation  provided  for  him  in  one  of  the  Colonies. 
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The  following  trial,  which  took  place  at  the 
Surrey  Assizes,  in  August  1818,  exhibits,  whether 
the  charges  which  it  involved  be  true  or  false,  a 
degree  of  moral  turpitude  never  surpassed  in  any 
case  ever  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  Jury 
in  a  British  court  of  justice. 

Mart/  Stone,  aged  29,  was  charged  on  the  oath 
of  her  sister,  Harriet  Hampton,  with  having  wil- 
fully murdered  a  female  child  of  which  she  (the 
prisoner,)  was  the  mother,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, 1816,  at  Richmond. 

The  prisoner,  who  was  a  most  interesting-look- 
ing young  woman,  was  placed  on  the  seat  near 
the  table,  as  she  appeared  too  weak  to  support 
herself  in  the  usual  place  where  the  prisoners 
stand  to  be  arraigned.  She  seemed  quite  de- 
jected, and  worn  down  ;  her  features,  which  were 
remarkably  intelligent  and  expressive,  indicated 
extreme  anxiety  and  emotion.  On  being  ar- 
raigned in  the  usual  manner,  and  called  on  for 
her  plea,  she  replied,  in  a  faint  but  agonizing  tone 
of  voice,  Not  Guilty. 

The  prosecutrix,  Mrs.  Harriet  Hampton,  a  fine 
young  woman,  about  19  or  20  years  of  age,  was 
then  put  into  the  witness  box.  On  casting  her 
eyes  towards  where  the  prisoner  sat,  she  burst 
into  tears,  and  exclaimed,  with  great  apparent 
anguish,  "  O,  my  sister,  my  sister!"  The  pri- 
soner fainted  during  her  sister's  agitation,  but 
was  speedily  recovered  ;  the  latter  after  having 
been  taken  out  into  the  open  air,  was  soon  suffi- 
ciently well  enough  to  give  her  evidence,  which 
she  did  with  less  apparent  embarrassment  than 
might  have  been  expected.  Her  evidence  was 
as  follows : — 

In  the  month  of  September,  1810,  I  think  on 
the  25th,  I  slept,   as  was  my  custom,  with  my 
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sister,  Mary   Stone.     About  two   o'clock  in   the 
morning  she  said  she  was  in  extreme  pain,   and 
shortly  after  she  was  delivered  of  a  female  child  ; 
it  cried,  and  I  wanted  to  go  out  and  call  in  assist- 
ance, but  she  would  not   let  me.     Very  shortly 
after  the  child  was  born,  it  might  be  about  half 
past  two  or  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
25th   September,  my  sister  forced  her  hand  into 
the  infant's  mouth,  and  choked  it,  and  then  thrust 
the  body  into   a  pan  under  the  bed.     She  after 
wards  threw  herself  on  the  bed,  and  got  up  in  a 
moment  as  if  to  do  something;  I  then  said  I'd 
cry  out,  and  call  for  somebody  to   come  in  :  my 
sister  replied,  that  if  I   attempted  to  do  so  she 
would  kill  me  at  the  instant,  and  then  kill  herself; 
I  was  therefore  so  frightened  that  I  desisted  from 
attempting  to  give  any  alarm.     My  sister  left  the 
body  in  the  pan  on  that  night,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing one  made  up  a  fire  in  the  room,  and  tried  to 
burn  it,  but  the  flesh  made  such  a  crackling  noise 
that  she  was  afraid  it  would  be  heard,  and  she  took 
it  off  the  fire  and  replaced  it  in  the  pan.    The  next 
morning  she  took  it  down  stairs,  and  burnt  it  in 
the  copper  to  ashes — she  then  cleaned  the  copper 
out,  and  threw  the  ashes  on  the  dunghill. 

On  her  cross-examination  by  the  Common 
Sergeant,  who  was  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  she 
said  : — I  first  told  this  story  about  twelve  months 
ago,  or  shortly  after  I  got  married.  I  let  it  out 
one  night  in  my  sleep,  and  on  being  questioned 
the  following  morning  by  my  husband,  I  con- 
fessed the  truth  to  him  ;  my  husband  is  not  here 
to-day.  My  sister  kept  the  house  we  lived  in 
at  Richmond  ;  it  was  a  small  house,  having  only 
three  rooms,  and  being  thinly  partitioned,  so  that 
what  passed  within  might  be  heard  by  the  neigh- 
bours. My  sister  and  I  always  slept  in  the  same 
bed;  my  sweetheart  then,  but  husband  now, 
slept  in  the  opposite  room  to  ours  ;  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Davis  Kenyon,  and  my  brother  generally 
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slept  in  the  third  room.  I  never  said  that  my 
sister,  who  was  an  unmarried  woman,  was  preg- 
nant before  this  matter  took  place.  I  don't  know 
that  any  body  noticed  it,  for  she  generally  slept 
in  bed  for  a  time  before  she  lay  in.  When  she 
killed  the  child  I  was  afraid  to  alarm  any  body 
lest  she  would  carry  her  threat  into  execution  of 
making  away  with  us  both.  My  sister  used  me 
very  ill  since  this  transaction  ;  her  ill  usage  com- 
menced about  a  fortnight  after  it  happened  ;  she 
then  threatened  to  turn  me  out  of  doors,  and 
wished  that  every  bit  I  put  in  my  mouth  might 
choke  me.  She  disliked  my  marriage,  though  I 
never  had  the  smallest  ill-will  to  her,  or  expressed 
myself  to  that  effect  to  anybody.  I  never  said 
to  Mrs.  Wilkes  that  I  would  ruin  the  prisoner,  or 
that  I  wished  her  dead  to  get  the  500/.  out  of  the 
Bank.  I  never  said  that  as  I  was  not  of  age 
I  could  not  get  the  money  yet,  or  hoped  that  she 
might  die  first.  I  believe  we  are  entitled  to  500/. 
which  is  in  the  Bank;  Messrs.  Smith  and  Walton 
are  the  trustees  for  my  brother,  sister,  and  self. 
My  brother  told  my  husband  of  our  having  this 

1  property,  but  I  never  mentioned  it  to  him,  because 
[  did  not  know  exactly  how  the  money  stood. 
My  sister  had  a  child  before  this  last,  it  is  a  grown 
boy,  has  always  lived  with  her,  and  she  treats  it 
well ;  she  reduced  her  last  child's  bones  to  ashes, 
and  threw  the  ashes  on  the  dunghill.  This  was 
what  I  said  before  the  magistrate*. 

The  case  for  the  prosecution  being  closed,  the 
prisoner  was  called  on  for  her  defence,  but  she 
declined  saying  any  thing.  The  following  wit- 
nesses were  called  in  her  behalf: — 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wilkes  said,  that  in  September, 
1816,   she  lived   at  Trentham,  where  she  knew 


*  On  a  reference  to  this  witness's  deposition  before  the  ma- 
gistrate, her  -words  were  found  to  have  been,  "  My  sister  raked 
the  bones  out  of  the  fire,  and  threw  them  on  the  dunghill." 
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the  prosecutrix,  but  not  the  prisoner.  Her  hus- 
band worked  with  her  in  shoe-making.  Witness 
repeatedly  heard  the  prosecutrix  wish  for  her 
sister's  (the  prisoner's)  death ;  saying  on  such 
occasions,  that  she  wanted  her  money.  She  re- 
membered her  saying  on  one  particular  occasion, 
"  I  wish  she  was  dead,  for  then  I  would  have  the 
money,  and  my  husband  and  I  could  get  into 
business  on  our  own  account."  About  three  weeks 
after  the  marriage  of  Harriet  Hampton,  she  com- 
plained to  witness,  that  the  prisoner  demanded 
3s.  a  week  from  her  husband  for  the  time  his 
wife  had  lived  with  her  before  she  knew  him  ;  and 
she  added,  "  I  am  afraid  she  will  get  the  amount 
from  the  trustee,  Mr.  Smith,  who  is  her  friend." 

Mr.  Walton,  of  Kingston,  proved  that  he  was  a 
trustee  under  the  will  now  produced,  by  which 
500/,  was  bequeathed  to  the  prisoner,  her  brother, 
and  sister,  with  the  benefit  of  survivorship.  The 
married  sister  was  not  yet  of  age. 

Mr.  Justice  Abbott,  who  presided  as  judge  on 
this  extraordinary  trial,  in  his  charge  to  the  jury, 
observed,  that  the  consideration  to  which  their 
attention  was  now  called,  presented,  in  whatever 
way  it  could  be  viewed,  one  of  the  most  melan- 
choly instances  of  human  depravity  which  the 
mind  could  well  conceive.  It*  they  believed  the 
witness  for  the  prosecution,  they  must  convict 
the  prisoner  of  the  foul  and  horrible  crime  of  the 
murder  of  her  own  new-born  child ;  if  they  dis- 
believed her,  they  must  decide  that  one  of  two 
sisters  had  falsely  and  infamously  conspired 
against  the  life  of  the  other,  in  the  shocking  ex- 
pectation of  thereby  coming  a  short  time  sooner 
to  the  possession  of  some  small  property  than  she 
was  likely  to  do  in  the  usual  course  of  things. 
In  either  alternative  the  reflection  was  most  re- 
volting. The  story,  as  related  by  the  prisoner's 
sister,  undoubtedly  went  to  show,  that  she  her- 
self had  not  acted  as  she  ought  if  her  own  state- 
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ment  were  correct,  for  she  not  only,  by  her  own 
confession,  Mas  present  at  the  murder,  but  had 
refrained  from  'giving  the  slightest  alarm,  and 
also  concealed  it  for  the  long  period  which  had 
intervened  between  the  alleged  commission  oi 
the  act,  and  the  time  when  she  gave  the  informa- 
tion. It  was  for  the  jury  to  say  whether,  taking 
the  story  altogether,  they  could  look  upon  it  as 
entitled  to  their  credence.  Nothing  was  surely 
more  improbable  than  to  believe  that  a  woman  in 
a  small  house  like  the  prisoner's,  with  every  little 
room  at  the  moment  occupied,  and  the  thin  parti- 
tion so  communicating  with  the  adjoining  houses 
that  what  passed  in  one  was  audible  in  the  other — 
nothing,  he  repeated,  could  be  more  improbable 
than  that  a  woman  should  have,  without  making 
the  smallest  noise,  or  expressing  the  slightest 
pain,  so  as  to  be  audible  outside  her  room,  have 
borne  the  generally  severe  and  acute  pains  of 
childbirth.  There  was  not,  besides,  the  smallest 
evidence  to  show  that  any  body  had  seen  the 
prisoner  in  a  state  of  pregnancy  before  this  oc- 
currence was  said  to  have  taken  place,  and  it  was 
most  unlikely  that  an  unmarried  woman  could 
have  evaded  observation  in  such  a  state.  If  the 
body  were  burned  in  the  manner  described,  how 
had  it  happened  that  the  very  offensive  effluvia 
arising  from  such  a  process  had  never  attracted 
the  notice  of  any  body  in  this  small  house  ? 
Taking  the  whole  statement  together,  it  stood  un- 
confirmed by  the  testimony  which  might,  were  it 
true,  be  adduced  in  its  support.  The  learned 
Judge  concluded  by  observing  to  the  Jury,  that 
if  the  prisoner  had  really  committed  the  act  in  the 
manner  described,  nothing  was  more  unlikely  than 
that  she  should  have  quarrelled,  and  almost  im- 
mediately after  the  fact,  with  the  person  who 
balanced  her  life  in  her  hands. 

The  Jury,  without  hesitation,  returned  a  verdict 
of  Not  Qiettty,  and  the  poor  unhappy  young  woman 
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was  restored  to  her  anxious  friends,  amidst  the 
heartfelt  sympathies  of  a  numerous  auditory, 
who  had  one  and  all  shuddered  with  horror  during 
the  whole  time  that  the  revolting  details  of  the 
accusation  were  in  progress. 


i 

PARRICIDE  AND  MURDER. 

Particulars  of  the  atrocious  Murder  of  Mr.  Chennel 
and  his  Housekeeper,  at  Godalming,  by  his  own 
Son,  aided  by  one  of  his  Servants. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  Nov.  10, 
1817,  a  man  who  had  ordered  some  shoes  to  be 
made  at  Mr.  ChennePs,  shoemaker,  at  Godal- 
ming, called  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
they  were  done.  On  opening  the  door,  the  first 
object  that  caught  his  eye  was  the  body  of  Mr. 
Chennel's  housekeeper  stretched  on  the  floor, 
with  her  throat  cut  in  a  shocking  manner.  He 
was  terrified  at  the  sight,  and  called  in  some  of 
the  neighbours ;  they  found  the  floor  covered  with 
blood,  and  the  old  woman  quite  dead  and  cold. 
They  proceeded  up  stairs,  and  were  horror-struck 
at  the  sight  of  Mr.  Chennel  lying  on  the  ground, 
with  his  head  nearly  severed  from  the  body. 
His  body  was  bruised  in  various  parts,  as  if  very 
recently  done,  from  which  it  was  inferred  that  he 
must  have  had  a  very  severe  struggle  with  the 
murderers ;  and  he  was  quite  cold,  which  cir- 
cumstance led  the  parties  to  suppose  that  the 
diabolical  attack  and  inhuman  murders  were 
committed  on  the  preceding  night. 

Upon  a  farther  examination  of  the  body  of 
the  housekeeper,  it  was  found  that  her  scull 
was  fractured;  and  a  hammer  which  Mr.  Chen- 
nel used  in  his  business,  that  was  found  on  the 
ground,  appeared  to  have  been  the  instrument 
with  which  the  blow  was  given,  as  the  face  of  it 
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exactly  corresponded  with  the  mark  upon  the 
scull. 

Immediate  information  was  given  to  the  magis- 
trates in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dreadful  trans- 
action, and  they  caused  an  immediate  investiga- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  perpe- 
trator or  perpetrators  of  the  murders  ;  and  every 
person  was  summoned,  whose  evidence  could 
afford  the  least  clue  to  the  discovery  of  the 
offenders. 

The  son  of  Mr.  Chennel,  who  lived  at  some 
distance  from  his  father,  was  apprehended  on 
suspicion  of  being  concerned,  and  underwent  an 
examination ;  when  it  appeared  by  the  evidence, 
that  on  the  Monday  night  previous  to  the  murder 
he  was  drinking  at  a  public-house  a  short  distance 
from  his  father's,  and  that  between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  he  left  the  public-house  for  a  short  time, 
and  returned,  and  remained  there  drinking  a  con- 
siderable time.  He  solemnly  denied  all  know- 
ledge of  the  affair,  and  no  other  evidence  then 
transpired  to  implicate  him  than  the  circumstance 
of  his  being  absent  from  the  public-house  on  the 
evening  when  the  murders  were  committed, 
although  it  appeared  that  his  habits  of  living 
had  been  dissolute,  and  had  occasioned  great  un- 
easiness to  his  parent,  who  was  well  known  to 
possess  considerable  property. 

On  the  following  day,  a  coroner's  inquest  was 
held  on  the  bodies ;  and  the  evidence  elicited  on 
that  occasion  tended  to  fix  more  strongly  the 
violent  suspicion  already  existing  of  George 
Chennel,  the  son,  having  been  concerned  in  the 
murders,  although  the  crime  was  not  sufficiently 
Drought  home  to  him  to  induce  the  Jury  to  im- 
plicate him  by  their  verdict;  they  accordingly 
returned  a  verdict  of  "  Wilful  Murder  against 
some  person  or  persons  unknown,"  in  full  confi- 
dence that  another  Jury  would  decide  upon  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused. 
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Chennel  had  undergone  one  or  two  examina- 
tions before  the  magistrates  at  the  Town  Hall, 
before  any  suspicion  was  excited  as  to  his  having 
had  an  accomplice  in  the  horrid  deed ;  but  cir- 
cumstances at  length  transpired,  which  involved 
in  the  same  suspicion  of  guilt  his  late  father's 
carman,  J.  Chalcroft,  a  man  of  universal  bad 
character,  and  the  constant  associate  of  the  ac- 
cused parricide.  The  zeal  and  activity  of  the 
magistrates,  succeeded  in  producing  a  chain  of 
evidence  which  converted  the  floating  suspicions 
against  both  prisoners  into  almost  absolute  cer- 
tainties; and  Chennel  and  Chalcraft  were  ulti- 
mately committed  to  take  their  trials  for  the 
parricide  and  murder. 

A  variety  of  circumstances  procrastinated  the 
trials  of  the  prisoners  charged  with  these  atro- 
cious murders  till  the  12th  of  August,  1818; 
when  George  Chennel  and  J.  Chalcraft  were  ar- 
raigned for  the  wilful  murder  of  O.  Chennel,  at 
Godalming,  on  the  10th  of  November  preceding; 
and,  on  a  second  indictment,  for  the  murder  of 
Eliz.  Wilson ;  by  fracturing  the  scull  with  a  ham- 
mer, and  cutting  their  throats. 

Mr.  Gurney,  as  leading  counsel  for  the  crown, 
stated  the  case  to  the  Jury  in  a  speech  most 
admirable  .for  the  lucid  arrangement  of  the  cir- 
cumstances. In  his  preliminary  observations, 
he  said,  that  even  the  horrid  crime  of  murder  had 
its  gradations  of  atrocity ;  it  was  aggravated 
when  committed  by  the  strong  upon  the  feeble 
and  unresisting — when  by  the  servant  against  his 
master — and  above  all,  when  by  the  son  against 
his  aged  father.  The  two  last  were  the  dread- 
ful charges  imputed  to  the  prisoners — the  one 
being  the  son,  and  the  other  the  servant  of 
the  deceased.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  excite 
their  passions;  on  the  contrary,  they  must  not 
suffer  themselves  to  be  transported  by  their  in- 
dignation at  the  crime,  to  be  caused,  by  a  pre- 
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mature  judgment,  to  pronounce  the  accused 
guilty.  With  respect  to  that  evidence  from 
the  result  of  which  they  must  form  their  opinion, 
it  must  of  necessity  be  collected  from  a  variety 
of  circumstances,  all  tending  to  the  same  end. 
The  murderer  did  not  do  his  foul  deed  in  the 
presence  of  witnesses:  No;  he  chose  night  and 
solitude  for  the  perpetration  of  his  crime. 

The  deceased  Mr.  Chennel  was  a  respectable 
tradesman  at  Godalming,  and  was  also  a  man  of 
considerable   property.      The    prisoner   Chennel 
was  his  son,   and  the  other  prisoner  his  carman, 
and  had  been  so  for  many  years,  he  having  a  little 
farm  in  addition  to  his  trade  of  a  currier.     Eliz. 
Wilson,  the  other  person  murdered,  was  a  harm- 
less old  woman,   who  had  been  also  for  many 
years   his  housekeeper.     The  prisoner  Chennel 
lodged   in  the    town  of  Godalming,   and  usually 
took  his  meals,  but  did  not  lodge  at  his  father's, 
and  it  would  be  proved,  had  not  that  filial  feeling 
which  a  son  ought  to  have  for  a  father.     On  the 
morning   of   Tuesday,    the    11th    of  November, 
about  seven  o'clock,  the  town  of  Godalming  was 
alarmed  with  the  account  that  Mr.  Chennel  and 
his   housekeeper  were  both  found  murdered  in 
their  house,  which  was  in  the  middle  of  the  street 
at  Godalming,   the  old  gentleman  in  his  bed,  and 
the  housekeeper  in  what  was  called    the  front 
kitchen.    They  were  last  seen  alive  at  about  eight 
o'clock  on  the  Monday  evening,  and  from  circum- 
stances the  murder  must  have  been  committed 
from  nine  to  ten  o'clock.     The  old  gentleman  was 
a  very  regular  man,   and  went  to  bed  usually  at 
nine;  his  housekeeper  sat  up  after  him  for  some 
time,  and  usually  retired  to  rest  at  ten.     He  was 
found  in  his  bed,  and  therefore  it  was  done  after 
he  had  retired  ;  she  was  found  in  the  kitchen  at 
work,  not  having  been  to  bed,  and  the  work  which 
lay  near  her  was  a  shirt  of  the  prisoner's,  which 
she  was  mending;   it  was  therefore  presumed  that 
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it  was  before  her  usual  time  of  going  to  rest. 
The  person  also  who  lived  in  the  next  house,  and 
whose  bedroom  adjoined  to  Mr.  Chennel's,  went 
to  bed  at  ten  o'clock,  and  could  hear  any  thing 
that  passed  in  his  room,  did  not  hear  any  noise 
after  that  hour.  In  addition  to  this,  a  person 
was  passing  the  house  about  half-past  nine,  and 
heard  a  scream,  and  afterwards  something  fall, 
but  did  not  suspect  any  thing  of  the  dreadful 
deed  which  was  then  most  probably  in  perpe* 
tration. 

The  next  morning,  when  a  farming  servant  of 
Mr.  Chennel's  came  to  the  stables  for  the  horses 
at  about  six,  he  found  Chalcraft  there,  as  usual ; 
and  it  was  the  conduct  of  Chalcraft  that  excited 
suspicion  against  him.  They  dressed  their  horses, 
and  went  to  the  house  where  usually  the  old 
gentleman  and  his  housekeeper  would  be  stirring 
at  that  hour.  The  door  was  open,  but  no  one 
appeared ;  at  length  Chalcraft  went  into  the 
front  kitchen,  and  the  other  heard  him  calling  his 
master,  but  no  answer.  Now  it  would  be  proved 
that  the  murdered  body  of  the  housekeeper  lay 
in  such  a  position,  that  when  he  opened  the  door 
he  must  have  seen  it,  and,  indeed,  must  have 
stepped  over  it  to  get  to  the  stair-foot  door,  and 
therefore  his  affecting  not  to  see  it  was  matter  of 
great  suspicion.  In  addition  to  this,  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  he  stated  that  his  master  was 
murdered  up  stairs  before  he  or  any  one  had 
been  up  stairs.  He  was  known  to  be  the  con- 
stant companion  of  the  other  prisoner,  Chennel, 
and  therefore  he  was  immediately  sent  for,  and 
on  searching  the  box  of  Chennel,  two  one-pound 
bank  notes  were  found,  one  of  them  slightly 
tinged  with  blood,  which  notes  would  be  traced 
to  the  possession  of  the  father  a  few  days  before. 
The  prisoner  at  once  acknowledged  the  notes  had 
been  his  father's,  and  said  his  father  gave  them 
to  him  on  the  preceding  Sunday;  he  should,  how- 
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ever,  call  evidence  to  prove  that  the  prisoner,  in 
the  early  part  of  Monday,  could  not  pay  a  sum  of 
8|d.;  but  about  ten  o'clock  on  Monday  evening, 
after  the  murder  was  supposed  to  be  committed, 
he  went  to  the  Richmond  Arms,  in  that  town,  and 
squandered  money  very  profusely. 

As  they  were  both  suspected,  they  were  re- 
quired to  say  where  they  had  been,  and  whether 
they  were  together  on  the  Monday  evening. 
They  both  agreed  that  they  had  not  seen  each 
other  since  the  preceding  Friday.  The  fafcsity  of 
this  statement  would  be  abundantly  proved,  for 
both  Chalcraft  and  Chennel  were  seen  on  the 
spot  at  half-past  nine  on  the  evening  of  the  mur- 
ders, and  Chennel  was  seen  standing  at  the  very 
passage  which  led  to  the  deceased's  house;  and 
a  witness  afterwards  passing  by,  saw  a  woman 
walking  backward  and  forward  before  the  door, 
apparently  on  the  watch.  This  woman,  it  was 
now  evident,  was  one  Sarah  Hurst,  an  accom- 
plice; and  Chalcraft  was  seen  walking  towards 
his  home,  Hurst  following  him ;  and  Chennel  at 
the  same  time  went  back  to  the  Richmond  Arms, 
which  he  had  left  some  time  before,  he  insisting 
that  he  went  to  look  after  a  woman,  and  was  gone 
so  short  a  time,  that  the  pipe  he  left  behind  him 
was  burning  when  he  returned.  It  was  also  sin- 
gular, that  Chalcraft  had  a  short  time  before  de- 
clared that  "there  would  be  a  bigger  blow  up 
before  long  than  Godalming  had  ever  seen/' 
With  respect  to  Chennel  the  prisoner,  he  was  se- 
parated from  his  wife,  and  was  in  the  constant 
habit  of  using  invectives  against  his  father  and  the 
old  woman.  These  were  the  circumstances  of 
suspicion;  but  in  addition  to  this,  he  should  call 
Mary  Hurst,  the  accomplice  of  the  deed. 

The  Jury  knew  that  an  accomplice  was  an  in- 
famous character,  and  ought  not  to  be  believed 
unless  confirmed  by  other  testimony;  and,  in 
justice  to  the  prisoner,  he  was  bound  to  state  that 
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this  accomplice,  Hurst,  had  accused  A  and  B — he 
would  not  mention  names,  who,  upon  investiga- 
tion, were  clearly  innocent.  They  would  hear 
the  whole  case,  and  decide  impartially. 

A  great  mass  of  evidence  was  then  adduced  in 
support  of  the  statement  made*  by  the  learned 
counsel,  from  which  the  following  is  selected  as 
bearing  upon  the  most  important  points  of  the 
criminality  of  the  prisoners. 

John  Currington  was  farming  servant  to  the  late 
Mr.  Chennel.  He  saw  his  master  about  a  quarter 
after  seven,  on  the  Monday  evening.  He  went 
to  the  house  on  Tuesday  morning  at  half-past 
six.  He  took  some  horses  from  a  field  to  the 
stable  behind  the  house,  and  there  saw  Chalcraft. 
The  door  was  open.  Chalcraft  had  the  corn-sieve 
in  his  hand.  Witness  had  never  found  that  door 
open  before,  till  his  master  had  risen.  His  master 
used  to  leave  the  corn  in  two  peck-measures  at 
the  top  of  the  stairs.  The  key  was  usually  kept 
within  the  door  of  the  front  kitchen.  To  get  that 
key  it  was  necessary  to  enter  the  kitchen.  Wit- 
ness, after  cleaning  his  horses,  went  up  to  the 
back  kitchen  to  breakfast,  with  George  Sweetman. 
They  found  the  door  on  the  latch.  Chalcraft 
went  home  to  breakfast.  When  he  came  back, 
they  went  to  harness  their  horses.  He  returned 
about  half-past  seven.  They  brought  out  their 
horses  into  the  street :  no  person  was  up  in  the 
house.  Witness  told  Chalcraft  that  he  wanted 
small  beer  for  breakfast,  and  told  him  that  the 
back  kitchen  door  was  open.  Chalcraft  said,  how 
the  deuce  did  that  come  open  ?  Mr.  Millner,  the 
shoemaker,  rattled  at  the  front  door  to  waken  his 
master;  then  Chalcraft  and  witness  went  down 
the  passage,  went  through  the  cellar,  and  called 
his  master  three  or  four  times.  Witness  did  not 
see  how  far  he  went,  but  heard  him  call.  Wit- 
ness heard  the  door  of  the  kitchen  rattle.  After 
having  called,   Chalcraft  came  back  the  way  he 


PARRICIDE    AND    MURDER.  447 

went  through  the  cellar.  Prisoner  afterwards 
rapped  the  window  in  front  with  his  whip  at  the 
chamber  where  Mr.  Chennel  slept.  Chalcraft 
returned  down  the  passage  again,  and  unlatched 
the  kitchen  door,  when  witness  or  prisoner  found 
a  puddle  of  blood  by  putting  down  his  hand. 
Prisoner  then  shoved  the  door  to.  Witness  men- 
tioned to  prisoner  that  it  was  blood.  They  went 
up  the  passage  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  gave  the 
alarm.  Chalcraft  asked  whom  he  should  call. 
Chalcraft  met  Mr.  Earl,  who  came  to  the  house. 
People  then  collected. 

Examined  by  the  Judge. — Witness  said,  that 
when  he  observed  it  was  blood,  by  dipping  his 
finger  in  the  puddle,  Chalcraft  made  no  reply. 
The  prisoner  being  asked  if  he  had  any  questions 
to  put  to  the  witness,  replied  no. 

John  Knight,  jun.  deposed,  that  he  came  to 
Chennel's  passage  about  half-past  seven.  Chal- 
craft was  then  standing  at  the  entrance  of  the 
passage  from  the  street.  Witness  went  to  the 
door  of  the  kitchen,  followed  by  Chalcraft.  Hav- 
ing opened  the  door,  he  saw  the  body  of  the 
woman  lying  on  the  ground.  The  door  could  not 
open  completely  on  account  of  the  body.  Chal- 
craft did  not  enter;  and  when  witness  asked  him 
to  go  up  stairs,  he  replied  he  could  not  go,  and 
seemed  very  much  agitated.  Prisoner  just  looked 
in,  and  witness  did  not  go  up.  A  person  opening 
the  kitchen  door  to  call  up  stai'rs  must  have  seen 
the  body. 

Mr.  Henry  Causton  was  next  door  neighbour  to 
Mr.  Chennel.  On  Tuesday  morning  witness  heard 
the  alarm.  Chalcraft  was  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  road,  with  his  arms  folded.  Prisoner  said, 
"  My  master  and  Bet  are  both  murdered  to-night." 
Witness  said,  "  Good  God  !  what  do  you  mean, 
Chalcraft?"  He  answered,  "  Bet  lies  in  the 
kitchen,  and  master  is  up  stairs."  Witness  directly 
went  down  the  passage,  and  saw  the  housekeeper 
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lie  on  the  floor  of  the  front  kitchen.  Witness 
went  and  informed  his  family,  and  made  an  alarm. 
He  thought  the  body  of  Mrs.  Wilson  had  been 
moved  a  little,  as  the  door  could  not  otherwise 
open  wide  ;  the  door  to  the  passage  came  against 
her  head  as  she  was  first  lying.  Witness  did  not 
take  particular  notice  of  the  marks  of  violence, 
but  observed  blows  on  the  temple,  and  the  hand 
had  nearly  been  cut  off.  Witness  did  not  go  up 
into  Mr.  Chennel's  chamber.  The  prisoner,  Chen- 
nel,  did  not  live  in  the  house  with  his  father,  but 
he  frequently  had  his  meals  there.  The  prisoner 
and  his  father  lived  on  very  bad  terms.  Witness 
had  heard  the  prisoner  Chennel  make  use  of  ex- 
pressions regarding  his  father  about  a  month  or 
two  months  before  his  father's  decease.  The  ex- 
pressions conveyed  vile  names,  and  he  wished  he 
were  dead.  His  language  for  several  years  past 
was  so  much  against  his  father  that  witness  has 
often  shuddered  at  it.  The  expression  of  a  wish 
that  his  father  were  dead  had  been  used  about  a 
year  before.  His  language  against  the  housekeeper 
was  violent.  He  wished  his  father  would  turn  her 
out  of  doors,  as  she  told  his  father  tales  of  him, 
and   was  making  mischief  between  them. 

John  Earl  is  a  shoe-maker  in  Godalming,  and 
used  to  work  for  the  late  Mr.  Chennel.  He  re- 
collected the  Monday  when  the  murder  took 
place.  He  heard  of  the  murder  about  twenty 
minutes  before  eight,  in  the  street,  and  saw  the 
prisoner  standing  with  his  hands  folded.  He 
said,  w  For  God's  sake,  John  Earl,  come  over,  we 
cannot  find  master  any  where,  and  there  is  blood 
in  the  kitchen."  Witness  went,  followed  by  Chal- 
craft, to  the  kitchen  door,  and  saw  Elizabeth 
Wilson  lying  on  the  floor,  with  her  throat  cut. 
Chalcraft  leaned  against  the  door.  Witness  said, 
"  Here  lies  Bet,  murdered,  and  no  doubt  master 
has  met  with  the  same  fate."  Chalcraft  went  for 
the    constable.     Witness   then   let   the    shutters 
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down,  but  could  see  the  body  before  the  window 
was  opened,  from  the  light  of  the  door.  Witness, 
with  two  or  three  others,  went  up  stairs,  the 
staircase  door  being  shut.  They  went  into  Mr. 
Chennel's  bed-room ;  saw  him  in  bed,  with  his 
throat  cut,  and  blood  on  the  clothes.  The  body 
was  covered  up  to  the  head.  Witness  then  went 
into  the  housekeeper's  bed-room.  There  was  no 
appearance  there  of  the  bed  being  slept  on.  He 
then  went  down,  and  saw  Chennel  at  the  front 
door  of  the  side  kitchen,  outside  in  the  passage. 
Witness  said,  "  George,  a  bad  job  has  happened 
to-night ;  here  lies  poor  Bet,  murdered,  and  your 
father  has  met  with  the  same  fate  in  his  bed." 
Prisoner  said,  "  O  dear,  what  is  to  be  done?'' 
Witness  said,  "  Won't  you  go  up  and  see  your 
father  ?"  Prisoner  made  no  reply,  but  went  im- 
mediately up  stairs,  accompanied  by  witness. 
As  soon  as  he  went  into  the  room,  he  took  one 
look  of  his  father,  and  sat  down  on  the  left  of  the 
room,  holding  his  handkerchief  to  his  face,  and 
making  a  mournful  noise.  Witness  went  down 
stairs,  and  left  prisoner  there  with  the  constable, 
who  had  come  into  the  room  a  little  before.  On 
getting  down  stairs,  witness  was  shown  a  knife 
all  stained  with  blood.  It  was  the  knife  of  the 
deceased ;  witness  had  often  seen  and  used  it  be- 
fore. Witness  remained  two  or  three  hours  about 
the  house ;  he  saw  Chalcraft  afterwards  in  the 
shop,  and  asked  him  why  he  did  not  go  into  the 
house ;  Mr.  Austin  had  asked  the  question  why 
he  did  not  go  and  see  his  master,  and  he  answered 
he  could  not,  because  he  had  seen  the  man  who 
was  murdered  at  Petersfield. 

Richard  IStedman  went  up  into  Mr.  Chennel's 
"oom  on  the  Tuesday  morning  with  the  last  wit- 
ness and  Austin.  He  there  saw  Mr.  Chennel 
jying  with  his  scull  fractured  and  his  throat  cut. 
The  blood  about  the  wound  was  dry,  and  showed 
that  the  murder  had  been  committed  some  time. 
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He  did  not  turn  the  clothes  down  so  as  to  observe 
if  there  was  blood  on  the  bed.  He  examined  the 
body  of  the  housekeeper,  and  found  a  knife  rest- 
ing against  her  body,  with  the  point  on  the  brick; 
the  blood  was  dry  on  the  knife;  the  apron  and 
handkerchief  were  bloody,  but  dry.  The  knife 
was  a  large  case-knife.  He  remarked,  the  state 
of  the  wound  on  the  woman,  and  it  appeared  to 
have  been  done  a  considerable  time,  as  the  blood 
was  dry.  The  arm  of  the  woman,  which  witness 
felt,  was  cold. 

John  Kean,  the  son  of  the  keeper  of  the  House 
of  Correction  at  Guildford,  on  the  discovery  of 
the  murder,  went  to  Godalming.  He  exa- 
mined the  premises  of  Mr.  Chennel,  and  found  a 
hammer  covered  with  blood.  He  compared  that 
hammer  with  the  wound  on  Mr.  Chennel's  head, 
and  the  end  appeared  to  fit  one  of  the  marks. 
Chalcraft  was  committed  to  witness's  custody. 
He  had  a  smock-frock  on  when  he  took  him.  He 
examined  him,  and  found  spots  of  blood  on  the 
right  sleeve  of  the  frock. 

Isaac  Woods,  the  constable  at  Godalming, 
produced  the  fatal  knife;  a  case  knife  with  a 
wooden  handle.  It  was  still  covered  with  blood, 
and  produced  a  shudder  in  the  court  when  it  ap- 
peared. He  produced  likewise  the  hammer:  it 
was  a  hammer  used  by  shoe-makers,  sharp  at  one 
end  and  round  and  blunt  at  the  other.  The  pri- 
soner Chalcraft  appeared  to  look  steadfastly  at  the 
last  instrument. 

William  Parsons,  a  surgeon  at  Godalming, 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  melancholy 
event  about  ten  minutes  before  eight.  He  went 
into  the  house  by  the  kitchen,  where  he  saw  Eli- 
zabeth Wilson  on  the  floor,  with  her  throat  cut, 
and  other  marks  of  violence  on  her  head.  She 
was  cold  and  stiff.  The  wounds  appeared  to 
have  been  inflicted  a  considerable  time,  and  the 
wounds  were  flaccid    and    cold.      He    went    up 
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stairs  to  Mr.  Chennel's  room,  where  he  found  him 
a  corpse,  reclining  on  his  right  side,  with  his 
throat  cut  and  his  skull  fractured.  Witness  thought 
life  was  suspended  by  the  blows  of  the  hammer, 
and  his  throat  afterwards  cut,  and  the  reason  why- 
he  thought  this  was  the  course  of  the  proceeding- 
was,  that  there  was  not  such  a  flow  of  blood  as 
would  have  appeared  if  the  throat  had  been  cut 
first,  while  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  were  still 
active. 

George  Austin  remembered  Tuesday,  the  11th 
of  November,  and  saw  Chalcraft  when  he  was 
looking  up  to  his  master's  windows.  Witness 
called  him  into  Chennel's  shop,  and  asked  if  he 
would  like  to  see  the  bodies,  and  he  said  No. 
Witness  asked  him  why ;  and  he  answered,  Be- 
cause I  never  saw  but  one  man  murdered,  and 
that  was  the  man  at  Petersfield.  He  asked,  if 
he  saw  that  man  murdered,  and  he  said  No,  I  saw 
him  afterwards.  Witness  then  asked  him  again 
to  go,  remarking  that  they  would  do  no  harm, 
and  he  said  he  would  not  go  for  all  the  town. 
Prisoner  seemed  much  agitated.  Witness  turned 
round  him,  and  perceived  a  spot,  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  blood,  on  the  right  arm.  This  was 
before  he  was  taken  into  custody.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day  witness  went  with  Kean  and  Chalcraft 
to  the  house  of  the  deceased.  Kean  asked  if  he 
would  go  and  see  the  bodies,  and  he  said  he  would, 
and  they  all  went  together.  They  passed  through 
the  shop,  Chalcraft  stepped  over  the  body,  and 
they  went  up  stairs.  Kean  then  asked  if  he  knew 
which  was  his  master's  bed-room.  He  answered, 
No.  He  did  not  know  any  more  than  the  child 
unborn,  not  being  up-stairs  before.  They  went 
in,  and  Chalcraft  said,  There  he  lies,  poor  old 
man,  one  of  the  best  masters  I  ever  had.  When 
going  down,  witness  asked  the  prisoner  to  take 
the  position  he  was  in  when  he  called  l.is  master 
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in  the  morning :  he  took  the  position,  and  the  wit- 
ness described  his  attitude  from  a  model.  [The 
description  could  not  be  intelligible  in  words  ;  but 
the  object  of  the  examination  went  to  prove,  that 
in  the  morning  when  the  prisoner  went  to  call 
his  master,  he  must  have  seen  the  body  of  the 
housekeeper,  though  he  made  no  mention  of 
it.]  Witness  asked  him,  why  he  did  not  open 
the  door  and  pass  through  to  the  stairs,  instead 
of  going  round,  to  which  the  prisoner  answered, 
"  If  you  knew  the  pedigree  of  it  as  well  as  I  do, 
you  would  have  done  as  I  did."  Witness  asked 
Chalcraft  on  Wednesday,  when  in  custody,  when 
he  saw  George  last,  (meaning  Chennel,)  and  he 
answered,  "On  Friday  last,  ploughing.''  Witness 
saw  George  Chennel  on  the  Tuesday  night  at  his 
(witness's)  mother's  house,  when  he  said  that  he 
had  left  the  Richmond  Arms  on  the  Monday  night 
to  go  and  see  a  lady ;  and  that  he  was  not  gone 
above  four  or  five  minutes ;  and  when  he  re- 
turned, his  pipe  was  out. 

Benjamin  Kean,  a  constable  at  Guildford,  took 
Chalcraft  into  custody  by  order  of  the  magis- 
trates. He  searched  Chennel's  lodgings  at  his 
landlady's,  and  particularly  a  chest,  where  he 
found  two  1/.  Bank-notes,  and  14*.  in  a  tin  box. 
One  of  the  notes  had  the  appearance  of  blood,  they 
both  had  that  appearance,  but  one  was  more  faint 
than  the  other. 

James  Steelworth  lived  at  Godalming.     The  pn- . 
soner,  George  Chennel  lived  at  his  house.     He 
identified   the   notes   found  in  Chennel's  trunk. 
One  of  them  had  marks  of  blood,  the  other  had  not. 

Thomas  Simpson  Allathorp,  warehouseman,  Gate- 
street,  London,  swore  that  he  paid  the  two  notes 
to  Mr.  Chennel  on  the  4th  of  November.  He 
knew  the  two  notes  by  taking  them  of  a  Mrs. 
Baker,  whose  name  he  had  put  on  them.  He  put 
the  notes  which  he  had  received  from  Mrs.  Baker, 
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on  the  3d  of  November,  among-  his  other  notes, 
and  paid  two  to  Mr.  Chennel,  on  the  4th  of  No- 
vember. 

William  Coombes,  waiter  at  the  Angel  Inn,  Go- 
dalming,  remembered  the  evening  of  the  discovery 
of  the  murder;  Chennel  was  at  their  house  on  that 
evening  with  Sarah  Hurst.  He  observed  Sarah 
Hurst  and  Chalcraft  whispering  together.  He 
heard  nothing  but  these  words,  said  by  Sarah 
Hurst,  "  Hold  your  tongue.  Chalcraft,  I  want  to 
hear  no  more  of  it."  This  ended  the  whispering. 
He  saw  Chennel  on  August  last,  and  said  to  him, 
"  George,  when  your  business  is  arranged,  you 
will  go  and  live  with  your  father."  Chennel 
answered  he  would  go  home  to  eat  and  drink, 
but  not  to  sleep,  because  the  housekeeper  would 
know  at  what  hour  he  came  home.  He  hoped 
some  morning,  when  he  got  up,  he  should  find  her 
with  her  throat  cut ;  and  if  he  met  the  men  coming 
out  of  the  door  who  had  done  the  murder,  he 
would  not  tell  of  it  though  he  were  to  be  hanged 
for  it  himself;  and  that  if  he  found  them  both  so, 
he  should  not  be  the  least  sorry  ;  nor  even  if  he 
committed  the  murder  himself,  should  he  think 
he  had  committed  any  sin. 

James  Ayles,  a  wheelwright  at  Godalming,  re- 
membered Chalcraft  coming  to  his  shop  in  Novem- 
ber last.  Witness  asked  him,  "  What  does  Great 
George  (meaning  Chennel,)  do  now  V  Prisoner 
answered,  "  D — n  me,  I  do  not  know  what  he 
does.  He  goes  on  letting  off  fire-works  at  the 
Richmond  Arms.  There  will  be  a  bigger  blow-up 
in  Godalming  than  ever  was  known.  You  will 
soon  hear  of  it/' 

Johnstone,  a  drayman  in  Godalming,  went 

to  Hasscombe  with  his  dray  on  the  Monday  before 
the  discovery  of  the  murders.  George  Chennel, 
the  prisoner,  went  with  witness.  He  put  up 
his  horses  there.  Chennel  asked  him  to  pay  a 
pot  of  beer  for  him,   as  he   had   <>nly  2d,  in  his 
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pocket,  and  had  left  his  money  at  home.  They 
had  beer  and  tobacco.  When  they  had  gone  out, 
Chennel  said  to  the  landlord,  "  Miles,  I  have  no 
money,  but  I  will  make  it  up  to  you  another  time.'* 

Elizabeth  Stillwell,  the  wife  of  Stillwell,  in 
whose  house  Chennel  lodged,  remembered  the 
morning  of  the  murder.  She  did  not  see  Chen- 
nel on  the  Monday,  but  she  heard  him  go  out  on 
Monday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  he  did  not 
return  that  day.  He  came  home  after  midnight  on 
Monday  between  twelve  and  one :  she  left  the 
door  open  for  him.  On  the  Saturday  previous  the 
prisoner  owed  her  five  weeks'  rent,  and  he  then 
promised  to  pay  her  on  Monday.  Witness  had 
lent  him  lOs.  before,  and  lent  him  some  more  on 
the  Saturday  night  to  buy  his  wife  some  brandy. 
He  asked  7s.,  and  witness  lent  him  5s  ,  and  he 
promised  to  return  the  whole  on  Monday. 

Charles  Woods,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  in 
the  street  near  Mr.  Chennel's  house,  saw  two 
persons  going  down  the  passage  dressed  in  round 
frocks.  They  were  near  the  door  of  the  kitchen. 
This  was  about  half-past  seven.  Those  persons 
were  conversing  together.  Witness  went  away, 
and  on  returning  about  ten  minutes  afterwards, 
saw  them  still  in  conversation.  He  went  away 
and  returned  a  third  time,  when  he  found  them  in 
the  same  position.  There  was  alight  in  a  baker's 
shop   opposite   that   cast  a  reflection  down   the 

Eassage.  He  knew  the  prisoners  very  well,  and 
elieved  those  persons  to  be  them. 
William  Stillwell  lives  in  Godalming,  and  re- 
membered the  circumstances  of  Mr.  Chennel's 
death.  He  saw  Chalcraft  on  Monday  evening,  at 
half-past  seven,  about  forty  yards  from  Mr. 
Chennel's,  going  towards  Chenners  house.  He 
met  Sarah  Hurst  about  14  or  15  yards  behind 
him,  going  the  same  way,  but  slower  than  the 
prisoner. 
James  Tidy  keeps  the  Richmond  Arms,  at  Go 
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doming.     The  prisoner,  George  Chennel,  was  at 

his  house  on  Monday,  the  10th  November.     He 

came  at  seven  o'clock,  and  called   for  a  pint  of 

beer,   then   a   pennyworth  of  tobacco,  and  then 

another  pint  of  beer.     He  paid  for  the  beer,  which 

came  to  8%d.      He  then   went  away,  leaving  his 

pipe  on  the  table  where  it  lay.     It  was  about  nine 

o'clock.  There  were  several  persons  in  the  house, 

but  none  in  his  company.     A  person  of  the  name 

of  Fisher  sat  by  his  side.     Fisher  and  the  prisoner 

went  away  together.     About  a  quarter  before  ten 

he  returned  quite  alone.     Then  they  had  another 

pot;  Chennel  left  his  house  about  half-past  eleven. 

Chennel  was  in  witness's  house  on  the  Friday 

preceding,  when  he   said,  he  wished  his  father's 

housekeeper  were  dead,  and  if  he  saw  any  one 

murder  her  he  would  not  tell  of  it.     He  had  heard 

prisoner  frequently  wish  the  housekeeper  dead. 

William  Cooper,  hostler  at  the  Red  Lion,  re- 
membered standing  at  ihe  door  about  a  quarter 
past  nine,  and  remembered  bidding  Fisher  good 
night.  Witness  heard  something  over  the  way, 
turned  his  lantern,  and  saw  Chalcraft  and  Chennel 
a  few  minutes  after  he  saw  Fisher.  The  prisoners 
were  standing  then  face  to  face.  Witness  saw 
them  go  down  towards  Chennel's.  They  had 
both  smock-frocks.  Continued  there  about  ten 
minutes,  but  saw  nobody  ruturning ;  must  have 
seen  them  if  they  had, 

William  Cobely  lives  at  Godalming.  On  the 
night  before  he  heard  of  Mr.  Chennel's  death,  saw 
Chennel  and  Chalcraft  standing  together.  He 
knew  them  at  the  time.  In  going  down  the  town 
he  passed  Mr.  Chennel's.  When  near  Mr.  Chen- 
nel's house  he  heard  a  very  sharp  scream,  ap- 
parently of  a  woman.  He  thought  the  scream 
came  from  Chennel's  passage.  Witness  walked 
about  eight  or  ten  paces,  and  saw  a  woman,  who 
was  apparently  looking  for  something,  and  then  he 
perceived  Chennel  standing  right  in  front  of  the 
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passage,  in  the  centre  of  it.  Chennel  appeared 
to  have  come  up  the  passage,  as  he  did  not  see 
him  till  then.  The  prisoner  was  speaking  to  the 
woman.  After  the  scream  he  heard  a  great  fall. 
Witness  then  went  to  Bridge-street,  and  stopped 
there  ten  minutes.  In  passing,  he  went  through 
Chalcraft's  passage.  In  coming  back,  witness  met 
Chalcraft  going  home  between  Mr.  Chennel's  and 
his  own  house.  Witness  wished  Chalcraft  good 
night,  which  salutation  prisoner  exchanged. 

Mary  Morley,  on  the  Monday  night,  passed  Mr. 
Chennel's  passage  at  a  quarter  past  nine,  and  saw 
Chalcraft  and  Chennel  just  within  the  passage. 
Chalcraft  looked  out  just  as  she  passed. 

Sarah  Hurst,  the  accomplice,  appeared  deeply 
affected,  and  could  scarcely  stand.  She  lived  in 
Godalming,  and  knew  the  prisoners ;  saw  Chal- 
craft at  five  in  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  10th 
of  November.  He  asked  if  she  should  be  down  the 
town  that  evening,  and  she  answered  she  did  not 
know  if  she  should.  He  said  he  wished  she  would, 
giving  no  reason  for  his  wish.  She  told  him  she 
would  come  down  if  he  wanted  her.  Nothing 
more  then  passed.  She  saw  him  again  a  little 
after  nine,  a  few  doors  below  Mr.  Chenners. 
He  was  then  alone.  She  asked  what  he  wanted. 
He  answered,  that  he  wanted  her  to  stand  by  Mr. 
Chennel's  door  to  watch.  Nothing  more  then 
passed.  He  went  to  Mr.  Chennel's  house,  and 
witness  walked  in  front  of  the  door-way  backward 
and  forward.  She  remained  there  for  some  time, 
but  could  not  tell  how  long.  She  saw  George 
Chennel  going  in  too  when  Chalcraft  went.  After 
Chalcraft  came  out,  she  heard  a  screech  from 
within  doors.  Chalcraft  said,  when  he  came  out, 
"  Is  that  you  Hurst  ?"  and  she  said,  "  Yes."  She 
asked  him  what  they  had  been  doing  ?  He  an- 
swered, "  We  have  done  for  them  both."  Witness 
saw  some  blood  on  his  round  frock  sleeves,  bv 
the  light  of  two  candles  in  the  opposite  window. 
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Witness  asked  how  it  came  there,  to  which  he 
answered,  "  It  was  the  blood  from  them  two.' 
Chennel  came  up  while  they  were  talking  from 
the  passage,  and  asked  who  Chalcraft  was  talk 
ing  to.  He  said  he  was  talking  to  Hurst.  One 
or  two  persons  passed  at  this  time.  They  parted 
— Chalcraft  went  down  the  town,  and  Chennel 
went  up.  Witness  likewise  went  up.  The  next 
night  she  was  in  company  with  Chalcraft,  and  he 
offered  her  4/.  to  keep  it  a  secret  at  a  public  house. 
She  told  him  she  would  not  have  it,  as  she  did 
not  want  the  money.  He  spoke  in  whispers. 
This  happened  in  the  Angel  Inn.  She  told  him 
at  last  to  hold  his  tongue,  she  did  not  want  to 
hear  any  more  of  it.  She  saw  him  on  Wednesday 
evening  coming  from  Mr  Wood's  house  in  the 
custody  of  Pattock.  She  asked  him  how  he  got 
on.     He  said,  "All  well,  Sarah,  at  present." 

This  wretched  women  underwent  a  severe 
cross-examination,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
she  herself  was  an  old  offender  against  the  laws, 
and,  as  far  as  concealment  went,  deeply  impli- 
cated in  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners;  but  as  her 
evidence  as  to  the  particulars  of  her  share  in  the 
atrocious  crime  was  supported  by  collateral  tes- 
timony, it  was  received  by  the  court,  and  ap- 
peared conclusive  against  the  prisoners. 

The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  being  closed, 
the  prisoners  were  asked  what  they  had  to  say 
in  their  own  defence. 

Chennel  gave  an  account  of  the  transactions  of 
the  Monday,  which  he  read  from  a  paper.  The 
account  did  not  very  much  vary  from  what  ap- 
peared in  the  evidence  and  his  previous  state- ' 
ment.  He  persisted  in  saying  that  he  used  the 
same  pipe  when  he  returned  to  the  inn  as  he  had 
used  before  he  left  it.  He  went  through  the 
transactions  of  the  night  at  the  Richmond  Arms 
nearly  as  given  by  the  master  of  that  house. 
He  mentioned  a  good  deal  of  irrelevant  matter 
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about  his  conduct  on  the  Tuesday  morning,  which 

is  unnecessary  to  repeat. 

Chalcraft,  when  asked  what  he  had  to  say,  said 
he  would  state  his  defence  if  the  Jury  would  give 
attention.  He  likewise  gave  an  account  of  his 
conduct  on  the  Monday,  stating  what  he  did  at  the 
different  hours,  but  brought  in  many  things  that 
had  no  reference  to  his  exculpation.  He  deli- 
vered this  story,  introducing  the  most  minute  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  most  trifling  dialogues,  with- 
out the  least  stop  or  embarrassment,  in  a  firm 
voice,  and  with  great  composure  of  manner.  The 
only  sign  of  anxiety  or  agitation  that  appeared 
was  a  quivering  in  his  lips,  which  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  wet  frequently  with  his  tongue.  He 
concluded  by  declaring,  "What  I  have  said  is 
true,  so  help  me  God  !" 

Witnesses  were  called  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners, 
but  their  testimony  was  of  no  consequence. 

The  Judge  (Mr.  Sergeant  Lens)  then  proceeded 
to  address  the  Jury,  and  sum  up  the  evidence. 
He  was  not  aware  that  he  could  do  any  thing 
more  in  this  important  case  than  merely  recapi- 
tulate the  accounts  given  by  the  different  wit- 
nesses of  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  during 
the  hours  between  eight  and  eleven  on  Monday, 
the  10th  of  November.  If  they  could  rely  on 
any  part  of  Sarah  Hurst's  evidence,  the  decision 
of  the  Jury  would  be  short  and  infallible.  The 
conclusion  would  be  inevitable,  if  her  word  could 
be  trusted;  but  her  conduct  did  not  tend  to 
establish  her  credit.  She,  according  to  her  own 
account,  was  appointed  to  watch  while  the  murder 
was  committing,  and  was,  therefore,  a  party  in 
the  murder.  She  had  charged  others  with  the 
crime,  and  it  was  difficult  to  say  whether  her 
charge  was  the  effect  of  malignity,  or  the  mere 
wanderings  or  delirium  of  her  mind.  Whatever 
was  the  cause,  her  evidence  was  proportionally 
affected  by  it;  and  the  Jury  were  to  consider  how 
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far  a  person  of  such  character  was  to  be  listened 
to.  The  evidence  on  which  the  Jury  were  to  form 
their  judgment  included  the  minute  points  of  time, 
of  situation,  of  conduct,  of  declaration,  and  lan- 
guage. The  declarations  of  ChennePs  hatred  were 
important;  but  the  Jury  were  to  consider  that  the 
expressions  he  used  with  regard  to  his  father  and 
his  housekeeper,  coarse  and  violent  as  they  were, 
extended  over  a  long  course  of  time,  (as  much  as 
a  year)  before  the  fatal  deed;  and  the  Jury  were 
to  judge  whether  they  were  the  infatuation  of  cri- 
minality, unconsciously  avowing  its  designs,  or 
loose  idle  words,  that  had  no  definite  meaning, 
and  were  never  intended  to  avow  any  purpose. 
He  thought  that  these  expressions  could  hardly 
be  taken  to  convey  what  they  meant;  and  though 
they  were  not  to  be  forgotten,  as  evincing  a  general 
disposition  to  evil,  and  rendering  what  happened 
more  probable,  they  were  not  to  be  relied  on  as 
declaring  the  intention  of  murder,  which  no  man 
in  his  senses  who  meant  to  commit  the  crime 
would  previously  declare.  The  learned  Judge 
then  went  over  the  different  parts  of  the  evidence, 
and  showed  its  bearing  on  the  guilt  or  innocence 
of  the  prisoners  with  great  penetration,  discrimi- 
nation, and  impartiality. 

The  Jury  almost  immediately  returned  a  ver- 
dict of  Guilty  against  both  the  prisoners.  Very 
little  change  took  place  in  the  appearance  or 
countenance  either  of  Chalcraft  or  Chennel  when 
the  verdict  was  pronounced 

The  learned  Judge  then  proceeded  to  pass  the 
awful  sentence  of  the  law,  apparently  much 
affected.  He  told  the  prisoners  that  they  had 
been  found  guilty  by  a  Jury  of  their  countrymen, 
after  a  most  mature  and  patient  investigation  of 
their  case;  and  he  might  now  mention  what  he 
had  studiously  abstained  from  hinting  before,  that 
he  thought  the  conclusion  they  had  come  to  the 
onlv  one  to  which  any  reasonable  man  could  come 
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on  the  evidence  against  them.  After  the  long 
examination  into  which  the  Court  had  already 
entered,  he  felt  that  he  could  not  much  longer 
make  a  demand  on  their  attention,  but  he  could 
not  omit  stating  to  the  prisoners  the  situation  in 
which  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  deceased. 
The  one  of  them  stood  in  the  relation  of  a  son — 
a  relation  which  should  always  create  the  utmost 
reverence  and  love ;  the  other  in  that  of  a  servant, 
which  should  always  command  duty  and  respect. 
Murder  committed  in  these  relations  could 
scarcely  admit  of  aggravation;  but  the  crime  in 
their  case  had  been  aggravated  by  circumstances 
of  almost  unexampled  atrocity.  The  one  had 
lifted  up  his  hand,  not  only  against  his  father, 
but  that  father  aged  and  feeble;  and  the  other 
against  a  master  whom  he  himself  had  denomi- 
nated kind  and  benevolent.  If  they  had  not  yet 
prepared  their  minds  by  repentance  to  supplicate 
that  God  whom  they  had  offended,  they  should 
employ  the  few  hours  that  yet  remained  for  that 
purpose,  without  uselessly  denying  their  guilt, 
and  endeavour  to  place  their  souls  in  a  state  to 
receive  pardon  in  another  world  for  a  deed  like 
this.  He  had  now  only  to  pronounce  the  awful 
sentence  of  the  law,  which  was,  that  they  be  taken 
hence  to  the  prison  from  whence  they  came,  and 
on  Friday  next  carried  to  the  place  of  execution, 
there  to  be  hung  by  the  neck  till  dead,  and  their 
bodies  afterwards  be  given  to  be  anatomised  and 
dissected  according  to  the  statute.  This  being 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  the  Lord  have  mercy  on 
their  souls. 

The  prisoners  were  then  led  away,  Chalcraft 
protesting  that  he  was  "  as  innocent  as  the  child 
unborn,"  and  Chennel  saying  nothing.  The  latter 
was  about  40;  he  was  a  stout  made  man,  rather  in- 
clined to  be  corpulent,  with  the  outline  of  a  good 
face,  apparently  rendered  heavy  and  dull  by  the 
effects  of  indolence  and  irregular  habits.    He  was 
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dressed  in  a  black  jockey  coat,  a  striped  waist- 
coat, and  a  black  neckerchief.  He  displayed,  on 
his  entrance  into  court,  the  utmost  indifference 
to  his  situation,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  much 
touched  by  any  thing  that  occurred.  The  pri- 
soner Chalcraft  appeared  in  a  smock  frock,  with 
a  coloured  handkerchief  tied  carelessly  about  his 
neck ;  he  had  all  the  rustic  appearance  of  his  situ- 
ation, joined  to  a  considerable  degree  of  acute- 
ness  in  his  eye  and  general  intelligence  in  his 
countenance;  he  seemed  secure  and  confident, 
but  at  the  same  time  earnest  and  attentive. 

The  execution  of  these  atrocious  murderers 
took  place,  according  to  their  sentence,  on  the 
14th  of  August;  and  it  was  thought  due  to  public 
justice  and  public  feeling,  that  the  neighbourhood 
which  had  been  alarmed  and  horror-struck  at  the 
atrocity  of  their  crime,  should  likewise  witness 
their  punishment,  and  hear  their  confession,  if 
disposed  to  make  any.  General  convenience 
happily  agreed  with  this  arrangement,  as  God- 
aiming,  where  the  murder  was  committed,  is  only 
four  miles  distant  from  Guildford,  where  the  trial 
took  place ;  and  there  was  no  danger  that  an  over- 
whelming crowd  would  create  any  confusion. 
The  expected  confession,  however,  was  not  made; 
and  from  the  time  that  they  were  taken  into 
custody  (which  was  more  than  nine  months 
previous  to  their  execution),  they  seemed  to  have 
entertained  hopes  of  an  acquittal,  and  therefore 
avoided  any  serious  thoughts  of  their  situation. 

Chennel,  both  in  Horsemonger-lane  gaol,  and 
at  Kingston,  during  the  Spring  assizes,  seemed 
as  fearless  and  indifferent  as  if  his  conscience  had 
been  at  ease ;  and  though  not  apt  to  assert  his 
innocence,  unless  when  questioned  on  the  subject, 
appeared  to  make  no  doubt  of  his  getti?ig  off  as 
he  expressed  it,  by  the  insufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence, or  the  ability  of  his  counsel.  He,  there- 
fore, smoked  his  pipe,  and  drank  his  beer,  when 
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it  was  procured  him,  with  as  much  apparent  relish 
as  if  his  mind  were  clear  from  guilt,  his  life  secure 
from  punishment,  and  his  confinement  only  tem- 
porary. Though  he  showed  no  contempt  for  the 
truths  or  exercises  of  religion,  admitting  implicitly 
the  one,  and  joining  without  reluctance  in  the 
other,  his  conduct  plainly  evinced  that  his  mind 
was  not  impressed,  and  his  reverend  instructors 
had  to  lament  that  his  devotions  were  languid  and 
formal.  His  temperament,  naturally  phlegmatic, 
was  never  excited  to  any  spiritual  consideration. 
There  seemed  no  conflict  in  his  mind  between  the 
secret  consciousness  of  guilt  and  a  desire  to  re- 
veal it.  He  appeared  taciturn,  sullen,  and  incom- 
municative, more  from  native  apathy  than  from 
premeditated  design ;  and  a  kind  of  stupor,  or 
sottishness,  contracted  by  long  habits  of  idleness 
and  intemperance,  prevented  him  from  being  in- 
terested about  any  thing  but  the  supply  of  his 
present  wants,  or  the  gratification  of  his  appetites. 
His  fellow  prisoner  and  coadjutor  in  murder 
was  of  a  very  different  character.  His  education 
had  been  entirely  neglected,  he  could  not  even 
read,  and  he  had  likewise  run  through  a  long 
course  of  iniquity ;  but  his  intellects  were  acute, 
and  his  feeling  strong.  He  was  always  more 
communicative,  and  seemed  at  times,  by  some 
expressions  which  he  used,  disposed  to  relent  into 
a  confession,  when  probably  the  remembrance  of 
an  oath  of  secresy  which  they  had  mutually  taken 
before  the  commission  of  their  crimes  prevented 
him  from  making  a  disclosure  of  them.  He 
seemed  to  wait  for  the  commencement  of  con- 
fession on  the  part  of  Chennel,  and  sometimes 
desired  him  to  confess,  (a  phrase  which,  we  are 
aware,  may  admit  of  different  meanings) ;  but  as 
the  latter  revealed  nothing,  he  resolved  likewise 
to  keep  his  oath  and  the  horrible  secret,  partaking 
robably  to  the  last  in  the  hopes  of  an  acquittal. 
They  were  led  back  to  their  cells  at  the  termi- 


PARRICIDE    AND    MURDER.  463 

nation  of  their  trial,  determined  to  persist  in  their 
denial  of  guilt,  and  resolved  rather  to  take  the 
chance  of  pardon  for  unconfessed  crimes  in  ano- 
ther world,  of  which  they  had  no  habitual  or  vivid 
impressions,  than  to  brave  the  horrors  of  their 
fellow  men  in  this  by  admitting  the  monstrous 
atrocity  of  their  crimes.  They,  however,  allowed 
that  appearances  were  all  against  them,  that  the 
Judge  was  merciful  in  his  direction  to  the  Jury, 
that  the  Jury  were  attentive  to  the  evidence,  and 
just  in  a  mistaken  verdict,  and  that  if  they  had 
been  in  the  situation  of  either  they  must  have  be- 
haved as  they  had  done.  At  the  same  time  they 
declared  their  innocence — Chennel  with  less  ve- 
hemence, and  only  when  questioned;  Chalcraft 
repeatedly,  and  with  stronger  asseverations. 

They  joined  that  night  with  more  earnestness 
in  religious  exercises  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cole,  the 
ordinary  of  Guildford  gaol,  and  slept  afterwards 
four  or  five  hours.  When  the  reverend  gentleman 
was  about  to  leave  Chennel,  he  asked  him  when 
he  would  wish  to  see  him  again,  to  which  the 
latter  replied,  with  seeming  earnestness,  "  The 
sooner  the  better."  The  Rev.  Mr.  Mann,  the  ex- 
cellent ordinary  of  Horsemonger-lane  gaol,  who 
had  been  very  attentive  to  them  when  confined 
there  previous  to  their  trial,  was  sent  for  express 
after  their  conviction,  and  arrived  on  the  following 
morning.  He  immediately  visited  the  prisoners, 
and  after  joining  with  them  in  religious  exercises, 
offered  to  hear  any  thing  they  had  to  say  respect- 
ing the  crime  for  which  they  were  to  suffer,  en- 
deavouring to  impress  their  minds  by  a  suitable 
address,  with  the  obligation  under  which  they  lay 
to  the  offended  laws  of  their  country,  to  society, 
to  their  neighbourhood  and  their  families,  to  make 
a  full  disclosure,  but  telling  them  at  the  same  time 
their  confessions  must  be  voluntary,  and  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  extort  from  them  more  than  they 
wore  disposed  to  reveal.     To  this  address  they 
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remained  insensible,  and  answered  it  by  protest- 
ing their  innocence. 

The  day  previous  to  their  execution,  their 
families  visited  them,  and  to  them  likewise  they 
declared  that  they  were  innocent.  Chennel's 
son  and  wife  performed  this  melancholy  office ; 
from  his  wife  he  had  been  separated  for  some 
time.  They  had  only  one  son,  then  five  years  of 
age,  who  lived  with  his  grandfather,  and  who  had 
only  left  old  Chennel's  house  on  a  visit  to  his 
mother,  two  days  before  the  parricide  was  com- 
mitted. It  did  not  transpire  at  whose  suggestion 
he  was  removed  ;  if  at  that  of  his  father,  it  would 
be  a  strong  circumstance  in  support  of  his  pre- 
meditated design  to  perpetrate  the  crime  of  which 
he  was  convicted.  Chalcraft  left  a  wife  and  six 
children,  three  of  them  being  by  a  former  mar- 
riage ;  his  first  wife  was  said  to  have  died  a  vic- 
tim to  his  licentious  and  profligate  habits,  and  he 
took  his  second  from  the  workhouse,  where  he 
himself  was  sent  to  be  cured. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Mann  and  Mr.  Cole  visited  them 
late  at  night,  and  were  requested  by  them  to 
come  early.  They  accordingly  went  a  little  be- 
fore seven  o'clock,  nine  being  the  hour  appointed 
for  the  procession  leaving  Guildford.  They  found 
the  prisoners  nearly  in  the  same  state  of  mind  as 
when  they  had  left  them  the  previous  evening. 
They  first  went  into  the  cell  of  Chennel,  whom 
they  found  up  and  waiting  for  them.  There  ap- 
peared to  be  little  change  upon  him  since  his 
trial.  He  was  dressed  in  the  same  clothes,  and 
had  the  same  heavy,  inanimate,  sullen  and  inex- 
pressive look.  Mr.  Mann  again  addressed  him 
on  the  subject  of  his  confession,  after  asking  him 
the  state  of  his  present  feelings.  He  told  him, 
that  however  he  might  conceal  his  crime  from 
men,  he  could  not  elude  the  all-seeing  eye  of  that 
God  before  whom  he  was  in  a  few  hours  to  ap- 
pear.    He  informed  him,  that  there  were  certain 
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crimes  which  he  was  not  required  to  reveal  to  the 
world,  and  for  which  he  had  to  account  to  his 
Maker  alone ;  but  that  crimes  against  society 
should  be  confessed  for  the  satisfaction  of  society. 
It  was  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  friends, 
and  neighbourhood,  to  make  a  full  disclosure  of 
the  latter;  it  was  the  best  sign  he  could  give  of 
his  repentance  for  having  committed  them,  and 
he  hazarded  his  salvation  by  leaving  the  world 
with  a  lie  in  his  mouth,  in  declaring  his  inno- 
cence, while  conscious  of  his  guilt.  He  begged 
him  to  understand  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
confession,  to  be  satisfactory,  must  be  voluntary, 
and  that  he  did  not  mean  to  extort  any  thing 
which  he  was  not  willing  to  communicate.  To 
this  considerate  admonition,  uttered  in  the  most 
feeling  manner,  Chennel  returned  no  other  answer, 
than  that  he  had  nothing  to  confess;  that  he  was 
perfectly  innocent  of  the  crime  charged,  and  that 
his  life  had  been  sworn  away  by  false  testimony. 

Mr.  Mann  then  proceeded  to  the  cell  of  Chal- 
craft,  and,  to  an  admonition  of  the  same  import, 
received  a  similar  answer,  expressed  only  with 
more  vehemence.  The  two  prisoners  were  then 
conducted  into  the  same  cell,  (the  gaol  at  Guild- 
ford being  without  a  chapel,)  to  join  in  devotional 
exercises,  and  to  receive  the  sacrament.  When 
the  communion  elements  were  brought,  and  the 
Bibles  and  Prayer-books  laid  on  the  table,  Mr. 
Mann  again  embraced  the  opportunity,  before 
those  sacred  emblems,  of  making  a  feeling  address 
to  the  prisoners  on  their  situation  and  prospects, 
if  they  partook  of  the  sacrament  with  a  lie  in 
their  mouths,  and  having  again  put  the  question, 
whether  they  had  any  thing  to  disclose,  they  re- 
plied successively  that  they  were  innocent,  and 
the  service  proceeded.  Chennel  received  a 
Prayer-book.  Chalcraft,  who  could  not  read,  was 
requested  to  attend.  The  psalms  which  the  Rev. 
gentleman  read  were  the  5 1  stand  90th,  the  lessons 
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were  the  7th  chapter  of  Job,  and  the  description 
of  the  Last  Judgment  under  the  parable  of  the 
Shepherd  separating  the  sheep  from  the  goats  in 
Matthew. 

Chennel  joined  in  the  service,  and  read  the 
responses  with  an  audible  though  feeble  voice, 
and  in  a  languid  manner.  He  was  several  times 
observed  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  trifling  in- 
convenience of  a  fly  buzzing  about  his  ears,  than 
to  the  sacred  duty  in  which  he  was  engaged  ;  and 
during  the  reading  of  the  prayers  he  pawned  three 
or  four  times,  as  from  fatigue  or  listlessness, 
which  he  could  not  conceal.  In  short,  the  whole 
of  his  behaviour  and  manner  was  that  of  a  man 
completely  besotted  in  his  intellects,  or  hardened 
in  his  crimes,  dead  to  any  feelings  of  remorse, 
incapable  of  any  spiritual  reflection,  and  insen- 
sible to  any  thing  but  visible  objects.  If  it  be 
allowable  to  make  such  an  allusion  on  so  solemn 
an  occasion,  his  character  strongly  called  to  mind 
that  of  Barnardine  in  Measure  for  Measure,  "  a  man 
that  apprehends  death  no  more  dreadfully  but 
as  a  drunken  sleep;  careless,  reckless,  and  fearless 
of  what's  past,  present,  or  to  come ;  insensible  of 
mortality,  and  desperately  mortal."  Chalcraft 
seemed  more  attentive,  and  by  the  expression  of 
his  face  appeared  to  apply  to  himself  those  parts 
of  the  service  that  had  a  reference  to  his  wretched 
situation. 

When  Mr.  Mann  had  communicated  himself 
and  administered  the  communion  to  the  other 
clergyman  who  accompanied  him,  he  made 
a  pause,  and  again  in  a  most  solemn  manner, 
addressed  the  prisoners  on  the  subject  of  con- 
fession. He  described  to  them  the  nature  and 
objects  of  the  Holy  Communion,  and  conjured 
them  not  to  risk  their  salvation  by  participating  in 
it  unworthily ;  informing  them,  that  they  could 
not  taste  the  sacred  elements  with  true  disposi- 
tions, unless  they  were  prepared   to  go  into  the 
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presence  of  their  God,  which  they  could  not  do 
safely  with  unrepeuted  sins  and  unconfessed 
crimes.  The  question  being*  again  put  to  them, 
they  severally  protested  their  innocence  :  their 
hardened  guilt  affected  the  two  Reverend  gentle- 
men to  tears.  They  proceeded,  however,  to  ad- 
minister the  elements,  and  the  two  prisoners  com- 
municated with  every  appearance  of  reverence 
and  awe. 

When  the  service  was  concluded,  the  two  clergy* 
men  formerly  mentioned,  together  with  others 
who  attended,  left  the  cell,  and  the  Rev.  John 
West,  of  Stoke,  went  in  to  converse  with  them. 
By  addressing  them  on  their  awful  situation,  they 
were,  for  the  first  time,  melted  into  tears  ;  but 
still  they  refused  to  confess;  Chennel  saying  that, 
whatever  crimes  he  may  have  committed,  he  was 
not  guilty  of  that  for  which  he  was  about  to  suffer; 
and  Chalcraft  echoing  the  words  without  variation. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  Under-Sheriff  arrived,  the 
waggon  or  caravan  which  was  to  convey  the 
criminals  to  the  place  of  execution  was  brought 
to  the  prison  door,  the  various  officers  were  at 
their  posts,  and  the  prison  bell  tolled  the  hour  of 
departure.  The  two  prisoners  were  then  brought 
out,  with  irons  on  their  feet,  their  hands  pinioned, 
and  the  rope  with  which  they  were  to  be  hung 
round  their  waists.  Chennel  was  dressed  as 
on  his  trial,  in  a  black  jockey  coat,  a  striped 
waistcoat,  and  gray  cotton  pantaloons.  Chal- 
craft had  on  a  new  smock  frock.  The  back  part 
of  the  caravan  was  occupied  with  a  platform, 
provided  with  stepson  which  they  were  to  ascend 
to  be  tied  to  the  gallows.  The  executioner,  with 
a  drawn  sword,  sat  in  front  of  the  platform,  with 
the  two  turnkeys  on  eacli  side  of  him ;  the 
Rev.  Mr.  West  sat  with  his  back  to  the  horses, 
with  Chalcraft  on  his  right  hand  and  Chennel 
on  his  left.   The  cavalcade  then  proceeded  towards 
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The  crowds  that  were  assembled  at  Guildford, 
Godalming,  the  neighbourhood,  and  even  parts  of 
the  country  more  remote,  were  immense,  and 
lined  the  road,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see.  In  the 
narrower  places  they  were  pressed  together  so 
closely  as  to  be  endangered  by  the  horses,  and 
raised  clouds  of  dust  that  literally  enveloped 
them.  All  the  heights  on  the  road  were  crowned 
with  multitudes,  and  where  an  open  space  oc- 
curred they  spread  out  so  as  to  cover  it.  The 
greatest  part  of  the  crowd  consisted  of  farm  ser- 
vants, in  their  usual  costume,  and  few  persons, 
perhaps,  had  ever  witnessed  the  assembly  of  so 
many  smock-frocks  and  straw  hats.  During  the 
mournful  procession,  the  two  prisoners  seemed  to 
be  very  attentive  to  the  Reverend  gentleman  who 
sat  between  them  and  directed  their  minds  to 
suitable  topics  of  reflection  and  consolation.  He 
read  to  them  the  18th  and  25th  metre  psalms, 
and  the  102d  Bible  psalm,  the  53d  chapter  of 
Isaiah,  and  two  hymns  from  a  collection  of  sacred 
jymns.  The  prisoners  still  refused  to  confess, 
though  several  times  pressed  to  do  so  both  by  the 
clergyman  and  one  of  the  turnkeys. 

The  procession  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution 
about  1 1.  The  gallows  was  erected  on  an  exten- 
sive meadow  to  the  north  of  Godalming,  which, 
together  with  the  neighbouring  heights, was  covered 
with  people  of  all  conditions.  It  was  surrounded 
with  a  ring  made  of  rope,  within  which  only  the 
caravan  and  the  officers  were  admitted.  The 
prisoner  Chalcraft  seemed  a  good  deal  shaken, 
and  hung  his  head  on  one  side.  He  had  urged 
Chennel  to  confess,  if  guilty,  by  which  he  per- 
haps alluded  to  other  crimes,  but  no  confession 
could  be  obtained.  When  the  caravan  stopped 
under  the  gallows,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mann  came  out 
of  the  Sheriff's  carnage  and  ascended  it.  He 
again  repeated  his  question,  whether  the  prisoners 
had  any  thing  to  communicate,  and  was  answered 
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in  the  negative.  An  officer,  who  knew  Chaleraft, 
and  to  whom  he  said,  that  on  arriving  at  the  place 
of  execution  he  would  '■■*  tell  the  whole  pedigree 
of  it/'  now  came  up,  and  asked  if  he  was  ready 
to  perform  his  promise  and  make  confession.  He 
now  refused  and  protested  his  innocence. 

Chennel  was  first  taken  up  the  platform,  pro- 
bably to  allow  time  and  opportunity,  while  the 
rope  was  adjusting,  for  his  fellow-prisoner  to 
make  disclosures;  but  still  nothing  could  be  gained 
from  him.  Seeing  all  importunity  vain,  the  exe- 
cutioner proceeded  to  his  work,  and  tied  both  to 
the  gallows.  Chennel,  as  soon  as  he  ascended, 
requested  that  the  cap  might  be  drawn  over  his 
eyes,  to  prevent  his  face  from  being  seen  by  the 
spectators,  many  of  whom  had  known  him  in  other 
days.  He  then  stood  firm  and  upright  without 
the  least  motion.  Chaleraft  trembled  and  had 
nearly  required  support.  Mr.  Mann  ascended 
the  platform,  and  addressed  to  Heaven  in  their 
behalf  an  excellent  and  affecting  prayer,  at  which 
Chaleraft  became  very  much  agitated,  and  his 
fellow-prisoner  somewhat  moved.  No  appear- 
ance of  a  design  to  confess  being  made,  the  plat- 
form was  drawn  from  under  them,  and  they  were 
launched  into  eternity.  They  both  seemed  to 
struggle  a  little  when  thrown  over,  but  the  exe- 
cutioner soon  terminated  their  sufferings  by  draw- 
ing down  their  heels  with  great  force. 

After  hanging  an  hour,  their  bodies  were  cut 
down  and  given  to  two  surgeons  of  Godalming, 
Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Haynes,  for  dissection. 
They  were  received  into  the  waggon  which  con- 
veyed them  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  ex- 
tended on  the  elevated  stage  which  had  been  con- 
structed in  the  vehicle.  The  procession  of  officers, 
&c.  was  then  re-formed,  and  the  remains  of  the 
murderers  were  conveyed  in  slow  and  awful 
silence  through  the  town  of  Godalming,  until  they 
arrived  at  the  house   of  the  late   Mr.   Chennel. 
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Here  the  procession  halted,  and  the  bodies  of  Chen- 
nel  and  Chalcraft  were  removed  from  the  waggon 
into  the  kitchen  of  the  house,  one  of  them  being 
placed  on  the  spot  where  the  house-keeper  Eliz. 
Wilson,  was  found  murdered.  After  this,  the 
surgeons  proceeded  to  perform  the  first  office  of 
dissection,  and  the  bodies  in  this  state  were  left 
exposed  to  the  gaze  of  thousands,  who  throughout 
the  day  eagerly  rushed  in  to  see  them.  The  effect 
of  this  awful  scene  may  be  imagined  but  not  de- 
scribed. The  horror  and  reflection,  however, 
which  it  excited,  will,  it  is  hoped,  produce  that 
salutary  warning  and  effect,  which  may  in  future 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  horrible  deeds, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  spectacle. 

Thus  these  two  great  criminals  suffered  the 
penalty  of  their  offences  near  the  spot  where  the 
most  atrocious  part  of  them  was  committed.  We 
say  a  part,  because  there  is  now  great  reason  to 
suspect  that  the  complicated  and  premeditated 
atrocity  of  their  last  act,  by  which  the  one  imbrued 
his  hands  in  the  blood  of  an  aged  and  feeble  father, 
and  the  other  of  a  kind  and  benvolent  master,  their 
hardened  insensibility  before  trial,  and  their  per- 
severing denial  of  guilt  after  conviction,  were  only 
the  effect  and  the  climax  of  a  long  course  of  crime 
and  violence.  The  impunity  of  past  deeds  of 
blood  had  probably  led  them  to  believe  that  they 
had  a  "  charmed  life,"  while  their  necessities, 
arising  from  their  profligacy  and  irregular  habits, 
prompted  to  fresh  excesses  of  plunder  and  murder. 
It  will  be  recollected  that  Chalcraft  gave  as  a 
reason  for  refusing  to  see  the  body  of  his  mur- 
dered master,  the  shuddering  feeling  with  which 
he  had  viewed  the  man  murdered  at  Peters- 
field.  From  what  has  since  transpired,  there  is 
every  probability  that  his  reason  for  disliking  the 
sight  was  the  same  in  both  cases,  namely,  his 
connexion  with  the  act  of  murder.  It  is  singular 
hat  he  and  Chennel  were  at  the  place  at  the  time 
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the  former  crime  was  perpetrated,  and  that  some 
of  the  clothes  of  the  victim  were  found  near  Go 
claiming  where  Chalcraft  lived. 

Another  murder,  too,  was  perpetrated  at  Farn 
ham,  and  the  two  criminals  were  there  at  the 
time,  while  the  knife  found  in  the  house  appeared 
to  be  one  of  Chennefs  father's.  Other  acts  of 
the  kind  have  been  attributed  to  them  ;  indeed 
they  would  appear  to  have  prowled  about  like 
wild  beasts,  whose  appetite  for  spoils  and  blood 
was  as  keen  as  that  of  a  hungry  tiger.  The  person 
whom  they  last  murdered,  and  for  whose  murder 
they  were  executed,  besides  standing  to  the 
culprits  in  a  relation  which  should  have  secured 
him  from  their  violence,  was  an  excellent  and 
respected  man.  His  murderer  was  his  only  son, 
his  only  child.  He  had  treated  him  with  great 
indulgence  ;  he  had  set  him  up  as  a  master  farmer, 
after  he  had  deserted  the  profession  to  which  he 
bred  him ;  he  had  supplied  his  wants  when  by 
idleness  and  profligacy  he  had  squandered  his 
property ;  he  had  taken  and  offered  to  maintain 
his  child  ;  he  had  rescued  him  from  prosecution 
when  by  forgery  on  himself  and  his  brother  he 
had  exposed  himself  to  that  fate  which  he  ought 
to  have  suffered ;  for  this  he  had  mortgaged  his 
small  freehold  estate,  and  he  would  have  given  his 
all  to  reclaim  him,  when  he  imbrued  his  hands  in 
his  blood. 

The  reader  may  perhaps  think  that  we  have 
entered  into  too  minute  details  on  these  execu- 
tions, but  they  will  excuse  us  when  they  think  of 
the  useful  lessons  that  may  be  learned  from  it. 
The  fatal  effects  of  profligacy  and  depraved  habits 
in  the  lower  classes,  leading  to  the  most  atrocious 
guilt,  by  first  deadening  the  feelings,  besotting 
the  understanding,  and  hardening  the  heart,  were 
never  more  eminently  exemplified ;  and  we  shall 
think  no  details  too  minute,  and  labour  mispent, 
which  may  impress  deeper  so  important  a  con- 
viction. 
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Particulars  of  an  Attempt  to  assassinate  a  Catholic 
Priest  at  the  Altar. 

On  Monday  the  16th  of  March,  1818,  Leon  de 
Cassaux,  a  French  religious  enthusiast,  short  in 
stature,  and  of  squalid  appearance,  was  charged 
with  a  capital  felony,  in  wounding  Gilbert  Ma- 
thias,  a  Frenchman,  and  a  Roman  Catholic  Priest, 
with  a  broad-sword,  during  divine  service,  at  the 
Spanish  Chapel,  in  Thayer-street. 

The  Clergyman,  who,  when  he  appeared  before 
a  Magistrate  to  prefer  the  charge,  had  his  hands 
bound  up  from  the  effects  of  the  sanguinary  attack, 
stated,  that  soon  after  eight  o'clock  on  the  previous 
Sunday  morning,  whilst  performing  service,  and  in 
the  act  of  blessing  the  palm,  (it  being  Palm  Sun- 
day,) he  heard  a  noise  and  shrieking  amongst  the 
congregation,  and,  on  turning  his  head  from  the 
altar,  observed  the  prisoner  approaching  him 
with  a  drawn  sword,  resembling  that  worn  by 
the  Life  Guards,  with  the  scabbard  slung  upon 
his  shoulder.  He  attempted  to  get  over  the  rail- 
ing to  the  altar,  and  in  doing  so  he  cut  the  vest- 
ment of  the  Priest,  who  escaped  towards  an  ante- 
room. The  prisoner  barricadoed  the  door,  but 
the  clergyman  got  in  by  force,  and  the  former  fol- 
lowed and  inflicted  several  wounds  upon  his  hands 
and  arms.  The  Priest  grasped  the  sword,  and 
when  in  the  act  of  struggling  with  the  prisoner, 
part  of  the  congregation  rushed  in  and  secured 
him. 

Mr.  Wilkes,  of  Foley-place,  stated  that  he  was 
in  the  gallery  of  the  chapel,  when  he  heard  the 
shrieks  of  the  congregation,  and  saw  the  prisoner 
advancing  with  a  firm  steo  towards  the  altar  with 
a  drawn  sword,  and  a  scabbard  suspended  from 
the  shoulder,  as  already  described.  He  observed 
the  prisoner  getting  over  the  railing  at  the  altar, 
and  strike  at  the  clergyman  ;  he  made  the  best 
of  his  way  into   the  body  of  the  chapel,  and  as- 
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sisted  in  securing  the  prisoner  in  the  Vestry-room. 
The  clergyman  at  the  time  was  bleeding  copiously 
from  his  wounds. 

This  evidence  was  corroborated  by  a  labouring 
man,  named  M'Crowley,  who  assisted  in  secur- 
ing the  prisoner,  and  who  took  the  sword  from 
mm. 

Mr.  George  Bishop,  an  apothecary,  examined  the 
wounds  of  Mr.  Matthias,  and  stated  that,  besides 
the  cuts  on  the  hands,  the  integument  of  the  right 
arm  was  lacerated  so  as  to  expose  the  muscles. 

Upon  this  charge  the  prisoner  was  committed 
to  take  his  trial  at  the  ensuing  Sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  and  the  whole  of  the  accusations 
having  been  fully  substantiated  against  him,  he 
was  called  upon  for  his  defence,  and  addressed 
the  court  in  the  following  words. 

"  My  defence  is  this.  The  priest  refused  to 
administer  the  sacrament  to  me ;  and  I  think  any 
priest  who  does  this  acts  with  a  malicious  motive. 
There  being  no  law  in  this  country  to  punish  him, 
I  took  the  law  into  my  own  hands." 

M.  he  Clerq,  who  stated  that  he  had  paid  the 
prisoner  an  allowance  of  30/.  a  month,  was  then 
called  to  prove  the  mental  derangement  of  the 
prisoner.  The  prisoner  had  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  the  present  transaction  lived  upon  bread 
and  water.  The  bread  was  made  without  yeast. 
He  said  that  he  was  persuaded  people  could  live 
upon  nothing  but  air,  and  wished  to  convert  wit- 
ness to  the  same  opinion.  A  bundle  of  papers 
were  produced  in  the  prisoner's  own  hand-writing, 
a  portion  of  which  was  "  A  Treatise  on  the  Bread 
i)fLife." 

Sarah  Benshawe  who  lived  in  the  same  house 
was  also  examined.  She  stated  that  the  prisoner 
first  lived  upon  bread  and  water ;  afterwards  he 
ate  fowls,  and  generally  devoured  twenty-one 
fowls  a  we\)k.     Oranges  he  afterwards  lived  upon 
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'or  some  time ;  and  for  three  weeks  ate  nothing 

out  oil-cake      On  several   occasions,  he  brought 

Lome  grass  and  roses,    and  pounded   them,   and 

drank   the  juice.      The  prisoner  afterwards   ate 

nothing-  but  peas  for  a  long  time,   and  sometimes 

ate  four  pecks  a  day,  three  pecks  of  shelled,  and 

one   of   unshelled    peas.       Sometimes,   when    at 

prayers,  the  prisoner  would  burst  out  into  a  loud 

laugh.     On  another  occasion  witness   fetched  a 

live  rabbit  for  the  prisoner,  and  he  said  he  would 

cut  off  one  of  its  legs  to  cure  it.     The  prisoner 

had  also  an  iron  crown  which  he  wore.    He  sent 

it  back  once  to  be  altered,  and  wanted  it  to   be 

made  yellow  like  gold.     At  the  request  of  the 

prisoner  witness  cleaned  the  sword  which  had 

been  produced  in  court,  and  he  afterwards  went 

out  with  it  upon  his  shoulder.    She  had  no  doubt 

but   that  the   prisoner  was  deranged.      For  the 

last  three  months  the  prisoner  devoured  sixpounds 

of  mutton  a-day. 

Margaret  Menistrier  corroborated  the  statement 
of  the  former  witness. 

John  Stanwell,  an  ironmonger,  proved  that  he 
had  made  for  the  prisoner  three  shields.  The  last 
shield  was  thick  and  large,  and  weighed  forty- 
five  pounds.  He  was  displeased  because  it  was 
not  stout  enough.  He  made  armour  for  him,  the 
weight  of  which  was  214  pounds.  He  complained 
it  was  not  heavy  enough.  Two  or  three  helmets 
were  also  made,  one  of  which  weighed  fourteen 
pounds.  Witness  remonstrated  with  the  prisoner 
at  the  ridiculousness  of  having  this  weighty  ar 
mour,  and  the  prisoner  replied,  "  O,  nonsense, 
any  man  might  walk  fifty  leagues  a  day  with  it 
on/'  The  prisoner  used  to  sit  two  or  three  hours 
m  the  shop  trying  it  on. 

The  iron  armour,  the  swords,  and  the  iron  crown 
were  all  produced  in  court.  One  of  the  swords 
produced  was  of  very  great  length,  and  when 
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drawn  out  of  the  scabbard  appeared  a  most  tre- 
mendous weapon.  Three  very  weighty  and  rusty 
shields  were  also  produced  in  court. 

Humphries,  a  carpenter,  proved,  that  on  the 
18th  of  June,  the  prisoner  wanted  to  buy  a  cart 
of  him,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  of  making  a  boat, 
to  be  worked  by  cast-iron  wheels,  of  a  hundred 
weight  each.  The  boat  was  made,  but  never  used 
by  the  prisoner. 

Samuel  Davies,  one  of  the  turnkeys  of  Newgate, 
proved  that  the  prisoner  had  scarcely  ever  slept 
while  he  had  been  in  prison,  and  that  he  ate 
a  leg  of  mutton  every  day. 

Mr.  Box  the  surgeon  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  prisoner  was  insane ;  the  Jury  accord- 
ingly found  a  verdict — Not  guilty,  upon  the  ground 
of  insanity,  and  the  prisoner  was  delivered  into 
the  care  of  his  friends. 


Dreadful   Case   of  the   Murder   of  a    Child,   by 

Robert  Dean. 

The  trial  of  this  case  at  the  Kingston  Lent 
Assizes  in  1819,  excited  universal  interest,  and 
attracted  immense  crowds  at  an  early  hour  of  the 
morning  to  gain  admittance  to  the  court,  but  not 
one-twentieth  part  of  the  anxious  throng  could 
find  accommodation. 

The  circumstances  of  this  singular  transaction 
were  as  follows : — On  Friday  evening,  the  16th 
of  October  1818,  between  six  and  seven  o'clock, 
Robert  Dean,  who  was  a  watch-engraver,  went, 
as  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing,  to  visit  the 
mother  of  the  child,  who  lived  near  the  Elephant 
and  Castle,  St.  George's-fields,  and  she  asked 
him  to  take  tea ;  while  he  was  there  he  nursed 
and  played  with  the  child  until  about  six  or  seven 
o'clock,  when  he  went  away  with  Mrs.  Albert's 
brother,  Williams,  who  had  been  his  fellow  appren- 
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tice.  They  proceeded  as  far  as  the  Obelisk,  when 
they  separated,  and  the  prisoner  returned  and  took 
the  child  again  into  his  lap,  and  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket  to  get  some  halfpence,  saying  he  would 
go  and  buy  some  apples  for  his  little  Mary ;  he 
then  took  the  child  up  in  his  arm,  and  asked  her 
if  she  would  have  an  apple,  and  many  other  trifling 
questions,  such  as,  Do  you  love  me  ?  Do  you  know 
who  I  am  ?  &c.  He  then  went  out  with  the 
child,  but  being  absent  rather  long,  and  the 
mother  feeling  alarmed,  went  out  to  see  after 
them,  and  on  going  into  a  court  near  the  house, 
she  met  the  child,  who  reeled  towards  her,  and 
on  her  taking  her  in  her  arms  the  blood  gushed 
from  her  throat,  and  the  child  appeared  as  if  she 
was  expiring;  a  surgeon  was  sent  for,  but  his 
efforts  were  fruitless,  and  in  about  an  hour  it  died. 
The  prisoner  wandered  about  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  although  every  diligence  was  used  to 
find  him,  it  was  unsuccessful.  At  length  on  the 
morning  of  the  Tuesday  following,  at  about  five 
o'clock,  he  rapped  at  the  door  of  the  watch-house 
of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn,  and  said  his  name  was 
Dean,  and  that  he  was  the  murderer.  He  was 
of  course  detained,  and  taken  to  Giltspur-street 
Compter. 

Mrs.  Mary  Albert,  the  mother  of  the  little  girl, 
was  examined  in  support  of  the  statement.  When 
she  beheld  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  she  burst  into 
an  hysteric  scream  of  horror,  and  was  for  a  long- 
time incapable  of  giving  her  evidence,  until  she 
was  relieved  by  a  flood  of  tears.  The  prisoner 
seemed  evidently  affected  by  the  agony  in  which 
she  appeared  to  be.  On  her  cross-examination 
she  gave  a  very  favourable  representation  of  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  the  prisoner,  and  that  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  children,  and  particularly 
of  the  unfortunate  infant  who  had  lost  her  life  by 
his  act.  On  the  evening  in  question,  she  observed 
the  prisoner  to  be  very  uneasy  in  his  mind,  on  ac- 
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count  of  his  want  of  employment,  but  he  spoke  in 
a  rational  and  collected  manner. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Williams,  the  mother  of  the  last  wit- 
ness, on  her  cross-examination  described  the  con- 
duct of  the  prisoner,  on  the  evening  in  question  as 
indicative  of  an  uneasy  mind,  arising  from  his  dis- 
tressed circumstances.  She  gave  the  prisoner  the 
highest  character  for  kindness  to  her  grand- 
daughter, and  said  that  he  had  always  been  on  the 
most  friendly  terms  with  her  family. 

Joseph  Williams,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Albert,  de- 
posed to  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
above  outline  of  the  case  On  his  cross-examina- 
tion, he  said  he  had  been  fellow-apprentice  with 
the  prisoner,  who  had  always  conducted  himself 
in  the  most  friendly  manner  towards  him  and  his 
family.  Witness  and  the  prisoner  had  lodged  to- 
gether for  a  long  time  ;  he  knew  the  prisoner  was 
unhappy  in  his  mind  on  account  of  a  young  wo- 
man with  whom  he  had  kept  company,  but  whose 
father  had  forbidden  any  further  intercourse. 

Joseph  Myatt,  the  watchhouse-keeper  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn,  proved,  that  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  October,  the  pri- 
soner surrendered  himself  to  justice  at  the  watch- 
house.  He  appeared  in  a  state  of  great  agitation, 
stating  that  he  had  been  induced  to  surrender  him- 
self, in  consequence  of  his  having  heard  a  sermon 
at  the  Tabernacle,  in  Moorfields ;  that  he  had 
wandered  about  ever  since  the  commission  of  the 
horrid  deed,  and  was  unable  to  hold  out  any 
longer.  When  the  prisoner  was  afterwards  taken 
to  Giltspur-street  Compter,  he  begged  that  he 
might  be  allowed  a  Bible.  The  witness's  de- 
scription of  Deans  demeanour  at  the  watch-house 
was  strongly  indicative  of  remorse,  but  of  sound 
intellect. 

John  May,  a  police  officer  of  Union-hall,  proved 
that  he  removed  the  prisoner  from  Giltspur-street 
Compter,  and  by  the  direction  of  the  magistrate 
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of  Union-hall,  took  him  on  the  20th  of  October 
before  the  coroner's  inquest,  which  was  then  sitting 
on  the  body  of  the  deceased  child.  When  they 
got  to  the  place  of  sitting,  the  prisoner  requested  to 
speak  with  the  witness  in  private ;  and  being  left 
alone,  witness,  at  the  prisoner's  request,  took 
down  the  following  statement  in  writing,  as  he 
gave  it  in  his  own  words  : — 

"  On  Friday  evening  last  I  met  a  young  man 
named  Joseph  Williams,  with  whom  I  had  long 
been  intimate,  at  Mrs.  Albert's  house,  in  Jacques- 
court,  Thomas-street.  I  had  long  been  acquainted 
with  a  young  woman  named  Sarah  Longman, 
daughter  of  Mr.  L.  at  the  Grapes,  Church-row,  Aid- 
gate  ;  my  affection  for  her  was  extremely  great ;  I 
had  for  some  time  corresponded  with  her.  A  dis- 
pute unhappily  arose  ;  I  wrote  to  her  upon  the  sub- 
ject, expressing  my  regret  at  the  unfortunate  rup- 
ture, described  the  very  great  regard  which  I  en- 
tertained for  her,  implored  her  to  consent  to  a  re- 
conciliation, and  begged  that  she  would  write  me 
an  early  answer.  She  never  replied  to  my  letter. 
Her  father  called  upon  me,  and  wished  that  the 
connexion  might  be  discontinued.  These  circum- 
stances had  an  indescribable  effect  upon  my  mind  ; 
I  was  miserably  unhappy,  was  incapable  of  attend- 
ing to  any  business,  and  gave  myself  entirely  up  to 
despair.  I  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  her  to  re- 
new the  correspondence.  I  felt  that  I  could  not 
be  happy  in  this  world  without  her,  and  determined 
to  leave  it.  Thoughts  of  a  dreadful  description 
entered  my  mind,  and  must  have  proceeded  from 
the  Devil.  I  felt  that  I  should  leave  the  world  in  a 
state  of  happiness,  if  I  could  murder  her,  and  de- 
termined to  perpetrate  the  deed.  I  had  been  from 
home  two  days,  business  not  being  very  brisk,  and 
on  Friday  evening  I  called  to  see  Williams,  at  Mrs. 
Albert's  and  we  both  came  out  together  and 
walked  in  company  as  far  as  the  Surrey  Theatre. 
We  did  not  go  in ;  I  told  Williams  that  I  wanted  to 
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see  a  gentleman  in  the  Borough,  and  should  gq 
that  way.  We  parted,  and  I  returned  to  Mrs. 
Albert's.  After  talking  in  a  very  friendly  manner 
with  the  family,  I  asked  for  a  knife,  and  they,  sup- 
posing that  I  wanted  to  cut  some  bread,  gave  me 
a  case  knife.  I  took  an  opportunity  of  concealing 
it  unperceived  in  my  pocket.  I  shortly  after  went 
out  with  the  child  to  buy  her  some  apples,  which 
having  done,  I  returned  to  the  court.  A  sudden 
thought  came  over  my  mind,  that  if  I  murdered 
the  child,  who  was  innocent,  I  should  not  commit 
so  great  a  crime  as  in  murdering  Sarah  Longman, 
who  was  older,  and,  as  I  imagined,  had  sins  to 
answer  for.  In  a  moment  I  pulled  the  knife  out 
of  my  pocket,  put  the  child  down  out  of  my  arms, 
held  her  head  back,  and  cut  her  little  throat.  In 
an  instant  I  imagined  that  I  was  in  the  midst  of 
flaming  fire,  and  the  court  appeared  to  me  like 
the  entrance  of  hell.  I  ran  away,  not  knowing 
where  I  went  or  what  I  did  ;  I  wandered  about  in 
a  state  of  distraction  until  1  surrendered  myself  up 
at  the  watch-house." 

The  prisoner,  who,  during  the  course  of  the 
evidence  above-mentioned,  appeared  to  be  in  a 
kind  of  idiotic  stupor,  being  called  upon  to  make 
his  defence,  merely  said  in  a  wild  manner,  that  he 
was  not  guilty. 

A  great  many  witnesses  were  then  examined 
on  his  behalf  to  prove  a  case  of  insanity.  Among 
others  were,  James  Longman,  the  father  of  the 
young  woman  to  whom  the  prisoner  had  been  at- 
tached ;  George  Cass,  a  watch-motion-maker; 
Ann  Keys,  Eliza  Campbell,  and  Maria  Tyrrell, 
persons  with  whom  the  prisoner  had  lodged ;  and 
the  tendency  of  their  evidence  was  to  show  that 
the  prisoner,  a  few  weeks  previously  to  the  un- 
fortunate transaction  in  question,  had  been  flighty 
and  low-spirited,  in  consequence  of  his  want  of 
employment,  and  having  been  forbidden  the  conti- 
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nuance  of  his  addresses   to    the  young  woman. 
Miss  Longman. 

The  Jury  found  the  prisoner,  Guilty,  and  Mr. 
Justice  Park  pronounced  sentence  of  death  in  an 
jmpressive  and  pathetic  manner  ;  but  during  this 
last  awful  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  prisoner 
exhibited  a  maniac  apathy  to  the  doom  that 
awaited  him,  and  he  was  removed  from  the  bar  in 
a  state  of  mental  abstraction. 

When  the  morning  arrived  on  which  the 
wretched  culprit  was  doomed  to  pay  the  dread- 
ful forfeit  of  his  crime,  an  immense  multitude 
was  collected  to  witness  the  execution.  The  un- 
fortunate man  had  been  at  prayer,  with  slight  in- 
termission, from  the  period  of  his  apprehension. 
It  was  needless  to  recommend  devotion  to  him.  He 
had  been  visited  by  Lord  Rocksavage  and  Mr. 
Sinclair,  both  of  whom  prayed  with  him,  and  ex- 
pressed much  gratitude  at  their  kindness.  "  They 
came/'  said  he,  "  with  Christian  feeling  to  visit 
the  poor  wretch  in  his  dungeon/'  Mr.  Mann,  the 
chaplain,  had  much  conversation  with  him. 

Dean  regretted  that  as  he  was  going  to  a  place 
where  there  was  no  gnashing  of  teeth,  he  had  it 
not  in  his  power  to  take  with  him  his  beloved 
Sarah,  who  was  now  exposed  to  a  wicked  world. 
The  chaplain  endeavoured  to  induce  him  to  speak 
of  the  little  girl  whose  life  he  had  taken  away,  and 
told  him  she  would  meet  him  in  a  better  world. 
"  No  doubt,"  said  he,  "  Christ,  who  is  now  saving 
my  soul,  is  waiting  for  me ;  but  I  am  sorry  for  poor 
Sarah,  she  is  in  a  dangerous  world."  Mr.  Mann  re- 
joiced to  see  him  so  full  of  penitence,  and  told  him 
with  what  happiness  his  friends  would  hear  that 
not  a  wish  of  escape  from  punishment  had  passed 
his  lips,  nor  a  murmur  of  complaint.  "  Why  should 
I  complain,"  said  he,  "knowing  as  I  do  that  the 
change  I  am  going  to  make  is  for  the  better?  Where 
is  Voltaire  now? — in  hell:  where  is  Tom  Paine? 
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— in  hell :  God  have  mercy  upon  them  as  he  has 
upon  me." 

His  general  appearance  was  that  of  a  maniac, 
but  on  all  subjects  he  spoke  rationally,  although 
often  incoherently.  After  the  sacrament  had  been 
administered  to  him,  he  appeared  impatient  to 
leave  the  world,  and  asked  whether  every  thing 
was  not  in  readiness  for  his  journey:  on  being 
told  by  Mr.  Mann  that  some  time  was  to  be  allowed 
for  preparation,  "  Preparation  !"  said  he,  "  who 
can  say  I  want  preparation? — never  was  man 
more  ready  to  die."  Mr.  Mann  having  observed 
that  the  preparation  of  the  body,  not  of  the  soul, 
was  what  he  meant,  Dean  smiled — "  Oh  !"  said 
he,  "  I  shall  then  soon  be  going."  He  refused  to 
stand  up  while  any  part  of  the  ceremony  in  the 
chapel  was  performing,  and  he  frequently  prayed 
aloud,  and  with  the  greatest  fervour. 

When  the  officers  were  striking  off  his  irons,  he 
looked  wildly  about,  and  at  last  fixing  his  eyes  on 
the  gallows,  he  bent  towards  it,  and  then  gazed 
at  the  sky.  The  name  of  God  was  in  his  mouth 
when  he  reached  the  platform.  He  then  said, 
"  God  bless  you  all!"  and  prayed  in  so  loud  a 
tone  as  to  be  heard  by  the  crowd  around  the 
prison.  At  nine  o'clock  the  drop  fell,  and  he 
died  after  a  severe  struggle. 


Case  of  Blood  Money . — Providential  Discovery  of  a 
Conspiracy  against  an  innocent  Man. 

At  the  Kingston  Assizes,  in  1818,  a  respectable- 
looking  young  man,  named  Aaron  Emmett,  was 
put  to  the  bar,  upon  an  indictment  charging  him 
with  having,  in  company  with  several  others,  as- 
saulted Edward  Smith,  on  the  king's  highway; 
put  him  in  fear,  and  taken  from  his  person  a 
pocket-book,  containing  four  bank   notes  for  1/. 
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each,  one  guinea,  fifteen  shillings  in  silver,  some 
halfpence,  a  box,  comb,  knife,  &c. 

Edward  Smith  said,  he  was  a  waggoner,  and 
lived  at  Weston-green.  On  the  night  of  the  day 
stated  in  the  indictment,  he  was  conveying  a  load 
of  copper  from  Esher  to  town.  He  had  reached 
Thames  Ditton,  and  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
Lady  Sullivan  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
when  four  men  rushed  out  into  the  road,  and 
shouted  "  halloo  !"  The  witness  stopped  his  horses 
and  echoed  the  shout.  One  of  the  party  then 
cried  out,  "  D — n  your  eyes,  silence,  or  well 
soon  do  for  you."  Two  of  them,  whose  faces  were 
blackened,  then  collared  him,  while  the  other  pro- 
ceeded to  rob  him.  The  prisoner  he  could  dis- 
tinguish as  having  put  his  hand  into  the  left 
pocket  of  his  jacket,  drawn  out  his  property,  and 
then  carefully  felt  all  his  pockets.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  get  his  watch,  but  he  contrived  to  se- 
crete it  too  well.  The  party  were  about  to  leave 
him,  but  one  of  them  said,  "  D n  his  blood, 

et  us  feel  him  again ;"  which  they  did.  Witness 
entreated  them  to  give  him  some,  if  not  all  his 
property  back  ;  urging  that  he  had  worked  hard 

o  earn  it.  He  begged,  at  least,  that  they  would 
give  him  his  pocket-book,  containing  some.useful 
memorandums.  They  answered,  that  they  would 
drop  it  for  him  on  the  road;  and  as  they  were  about 
to  leave  him,  a  pistol  was  discharged  over  his  head. 
He  was  positive  that  the  prisoner  was  one  of  the 
party  who  robbed  him. 

Robert  Crawford  said  he  was  an  accomplice,  and 
came  forward  to  give  evidence  for  his  own  safety. 
He  remembered,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  day  on 
which  the  robbery  was  committed,  a  thief  named 
Brooker  (since  transported)  came  to  him  and  pro- 
posed making  one  of  a  gang  to  go  out  that  night 
to  rob  the  Esher  turnpike.  They  were  to  be 
joined  by  two  others  'at   present  in  Newgate), 
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and  expected  to  make  a  good  thing  of  it.  The 
witness  consented  to  go,  and  they  met  at  night. 
Instead,  however,  of  putting  their  original  plan 
into  execution,  they  met  the  prosecutor,  with  his 
waggon,  at  Thames  Ditton,  and  agreed  upon 
robbing  him,  [The  witness  here  described  the 
robbery  in  exactly  the  same  terms  as  Smith,  but 
saic],  that  instead  of  the  pistol  being  discharged 
over  his  head,  it  had  gone  off  at  some  distance 
from  him  by  accident.]— The  pistol  was  broken, 
and  the  knife,  comb,  &c.  belonging  to  the  pro- 
secutor, were  thrown  on  the  road. 

W.  JVaffron  deposed,  that  on  the  night  of  the 
alleged  robbery,  he  heard  the  noise  of  several 
men  at  the  gate  of  Lady  Sullivan,  and  on  the 
next  day  there  were  found,  on  the  road  side,  the 
stock  and  barrel  of  a  pistol,  a  knife,  comb,  &c. 

A  man,  named  Potter,  assisted  in  apprehending 
the  prisoner.  He  denied  that  he  had  concerted 
with  Smith,  or  talked  to  him  of  the  reward  that 
would  result  from  his  conviction.  This  closed 
the  case  for  the  prosecution. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hicks  was  then  called  by  the  Com- 
mon Sergeant  in  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and  his 
evidence  petrified  the  whole  Court.  He  stated, 
that  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the  King's  Head  Ta- 
vern, James-street,  Covent-garden,  and  had  left 
town  to  transact  business  at  Ditton  and  Esher. 
On  his  way  he  stopped  at  the  Griffin  Tavern,  Kings- 
ton, and  there  learned  that  a  gentleman,  whom  he 
sought,  was  in  the  Crown  Assize  Court,  then 
sitting.  The  witness  went  there,  but  from  the 
immense  crowd  assembled  he  was  unable  to  gain 
admittance.  He,  however,  stopped  some  time  in 
the  passage,  where,  among  others,  he  observed 
the  prosecutor  Smith,  and  the  witness  Potter. 
They  were  in  close  conversation,  and  he  distinctly 
heard  the  latter  say  to  Smith — "  If  you  don't 
swear  point  blank  to  Emmett,  we  shall  lose  every 
farthing  of  the  money."     To  this  Smith  reolied — 
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"  Swear  to  him ! — yes,  that  I  will,  and  nothing 
else  !"  The  witness,  alarmed  at  such  abominable 
proceedings  called  Mr.  Hibbert,  a  gentleman  of 
Kingston,  to  whom  he  made  known  the  fact. 

Mr.  Hibbert  confirmed  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Hicks,  who,  upon  hearing  the  infamous  conver- 
sation he  had  related,  said  to  him  "  Good  God  ! 
is  it  possible  that  the  lives  of  men  can  thus  be 
sworn  away  ?" 

A  great  number  of  respectable  individuals,  who 
had  known  the  prisoner  for  many  years,  gave  him 
an  excellent  character.  When  taken  into  cus- 
tody, he  was  found  pursuing  his  regular  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  Baron  Wood  summed  up  the  evidence,  in 
part  only,   to    the  Jury.     His   lordship  thought 
the  story  of  the  accomplice  was  more  pregnant 
with  suspicion  than  confirmation.     But  were  it 
even  otherwise,  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested 
and  respectable  witness,  Mr.  Hicks,  was  calcu- 
lated to  shake  the  whole.     The  Jury  were  to  say, 
whether  the  story  of  an  avowed  thief  was  to  be  re- 
ceived in  preference  to  the  evidence  of  the  gentle- 
man just  named;  and  if  they  could  give  credit  to 
the  latter,  he  could  not  but  add,  that  a  more  abo- 
minable conspiracy,  or  a  more  deliberate  act  of 
infamy  in  seeking  money  at  the  expense  of  the 
life  of  a  fellow  creature,  was  never  known. 

The  Jury  could  not  suffer  his  lordship  to  pro- 
ceed, and  loudly  declared  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 

The  latter  was  instantly  discharged  out  of  cus- 
tody, and,  hastening  from  the  dock  to  the  door, 
ran  up  to  Mr.  Hicks  in  his  way  from  the  Court,  fell 
upon  his  knees,  and  blessed  him  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  his  life.  He  assured  Mr.  Hicks  also,  that 
his  zeal  and  humanity  were  not  unworthily  exer- 
cised, as  he  knew  no  more  of  the  alleged  robbery 
than  himself. 
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Atrocious  Revenge.  —  Diabolical  Attempt  of 
David  Owen  to  murder  his  Sister,  her  Husband, 
and  their  Servant  Maid. 


The  attempt  of  David  Owen  to  murder  his 
sister,  her  husband,  and  their  maid  servant,  is 
one  of  those  instances  of  desperate  depravity 
which  reflect  disgrace,  not  merely  on  the  age,  but 
on  human  nature  itself.  On  the  26th  September, 
1817,  about  one  o'clock  at  noon,  this  man, 
who  was  a  cow-keeper,  came  to  town  from  Ed- 
monton, and  proceeded  to  the  house  of  his  bro- 
ther-in-law, also  a  cow-keeper,  in  Gibraltar-row, 
St.  George's-fields.  After  knocking  at  the  doior, 
he  was  admitted  by  the  maid  servant,  who  called 
out  to  her  master  and  mistress  that  Mr.  Owen 
was  there;  and  Jones  coming  forward  to  meet 
him,  the  execution  of  his  diabolical  purpose  com- 
menced. He  first  attacked  the  man  Jones,  whom 
he  wounded  dreadfully  in  the  belly  and  the  hand, 
so  far  as  for  some  seconds  to  deprive  him  of  sense 
and  motion.  He  then  flew  at  Mrs.  Jones,  his  own 
sister,  and  inflicted  upon  her  several  shocking 
wounds:  he  stabbed  her  in  the  forehead,  cut  her 
severely,  though  not  dangerously,  between  two 
of  her  ribs,  and  having  thrust  his  knife  in  her 
mouth,  drew  it  clean  through  the  face  to  the  ear, 
lacerating  her  tongue,  and  laying  her  cheek  com- 
pletely open.  The  ruffian  last  struck  at  the  ser- 
vant girl,  whom  he  seriously  cut  in  the  face  and 
one  of  her  hands,  besides  dividing  the  main 
artery  of  her  arm. 

The  poor  wretches,  though  faint  and  almost 
insensible  with  terror  and  loss  of  blood,  contrived 
to  make  their  way  into  the  street,  where  they 
were  immediately  observed  by  their  neighbours, 
and  were  carried  into  the  adjoining  houses  till 
medical  assistance  could  be   procured.     In  the 
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mean  time,  the  assassin  had  fastened  the  door  of 
Jones's  house,  and  with  loud  imprecations  threat- 
ened to  destroy  any  person  who  should  dare  to 
approach  him.  This  threat,  together  with  the 
impression  of  the  horrible  scene  before  them,  and 
the  circumstance  of  Owen  (a  remarkably  large 
and  powerful  man)  being  armed  with  two  knives, 
completely  deterred  the  multitude,  though  soon 
consisting  of  many  hundreds,  from  attempting  to 
enter  the  house.  Police-officers,  however,  were 
sent  for,  and  on  their  arrival,  and  after  the  inter- 
val of  nearly  an  hour,  it  was  determined  to  break 
\nto  the  house  and  seize  the  desperate  villain. 
For  this  purpose  a  great  number  of  persons 
armed  with  pokers  and  crow-bars,  some  with 
ladders  at  the  windows,  and  some  on  the  ground, 
made  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the  house,  and 
bursting  it  open  above  and  below,  rushed  in  with 
great  force. 

They  found  Owen  on  the  first  landing  place, 
standing  with  an  air  of  defiance,  and  whetting  his 
knives  one  upon  the  other,  as  if  for  the  purpose 
of  rendering  them  more  effectually  murderous. 
One  of  the  officers,  however,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  struck  him  a  violent  blow  with  a  crow-bar 
on  the  head,  which  knocked  off  his  hat  and  stag* 
gered  him;  and  another  instantly  took  advantage 
of  his  tottering,  seized  one  of  his  legs,  and  threw 
him  on  the  ground.  Still  the  ruffian  was  able  to 
resist,  which  he  did  so  obstinately,  that  the  offi- 
cers were  compelled  to  beat  and  even  wound  him 
severely  about  the  face  and  body,  before  he  was 
subdued  to  a  state  of  acquiescence.  During  the 
scuffle  within,  thousands  of  the  multitude,  indig- 
nant and  horrified  at  the  dreadful  deed  of  blood 
which  had  been  perpetrated,  assembled  outside 
of  the  house,  with  arms  of  various  kinds,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  his  escape. 

When  overcome  by  the  superior  force  of  his 
opponents,  he  exhibited  all  the  rage  of  a  madman, 
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and  could  only  be  moved  by  main  force;  his 
arms  and  legs  being  confined  by  strong  ropes. 
Holmes,  the  most  active  of  the  officers,  then  sent 
for  a  hackney-coach,  and  had  his  prisoner  lifted 
in  and  driven  to  Union-hall,  where  he  underwent 
a  partial  examination  before  Mr.  Evance,  the 
Sitting  Magistrate. 

Nothing  could  exceed  in  horror  the  terrific  and 
bloody  spectacle  which  he  exhibited  on  this  oc- 
casion; he  was  covered  both  with  his  own  blood 
and  that  of  his  unhappy  victims,  from  his  head  to 
his  feet,  and  had  more  the  appearance  of  a  demon 
than  of  a  human  being.  On  being  placed  at  the 
bar,  he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  a  Jew  attorney,  named 
Cohen,  and  gnashing  his  teeth,  he  exclaimed, 
"You  have  been  the  cause  of  this!"  Upon  the 
evidence  of  Holmes,  he  was  committed  to  Horse- 
monger-lane  gaol,  whither  he  was  followed  by 
some  hundreds  of  persons,  who  overwhelmed  him 
with  their  execrations.  He  had  received  a  severe 
cut  on  the  head,  and  one  of  his  fingers  was  nearly 
severed  from  his  hand;  his  legs  and  arms  were  also 
severely  bruised. 

As  to  the  motive  of  this  savage  barbarity,  it 
appeared,  that  some  years  back,  Jones  and  his 
wife  brought  up  from  Wales  two  lads,  the  sons  of 
Owen,  whom  they  treated  as  their  own  ;  educat- 
ing and  supporting  them  in  the  best  manner  their 
circumstances  would  permit.  The  prisoner, 
Owen,  in  the  mean  time,  carried  on  the  business 
of  a  publican,  at  Edmonton,  and  having  been 
guilty  of  some  act  of  unkindness  towards  his 
brother-in-law,  Jones,  the  latter  thought  proper 
to  commence  an  action  at  law  against  him  for  the 
board  and  education  of  his  two  sons.  In  this 
action  he  employed  the  Jew  attorney,  Cohen, 
whom  Owen  addressed  with  so  much  bitterness 
on  his  entering  the  office.  Cohen  lost  no  time 
in  furthering  the  views  of  his  client,  and  proceeded 
without  delay  to  serve  a  copy  of  a  writ  on  Owen, 
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at  his  house  at  Edmonton.  The  effect  of  this 
proceeding  was  so  powerful  upon  Mrs.  Owen, 
that  she  actually  died  two  days  subsequent  to  the 
writ  having  been  served  ;  and  to  this  event,  me- 
lancholy as  it  certainly  was,  may  perhaps  be 
traced  that  hatred  which  at  last  led  to  the  dread- 
ful scene  we  have  been  describing.  The  action 
was,  in  the  mean  time  pursued,  but  upon  being 
brought  into  court,  a  reference  was  recommended 
and  adopted,  and  the  facts  of  the  case  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  arbitration  of  Mr.  Barrow  and  Mr. 
Reynolds. 

It  appeared  that  a  set-off  was  made  by  Owen 
against  Jones's  bill,  in  which  he  charged  the 
latter  for  the  work  and  labour  of  his  sons,  during 
the  number  of  years  they  had  been  living  with 
him  ;  and  as  it  appeared  that  the  boys  had  been 
very  generally  employed  in  assisting  Jones  in  his 
business  of  a  cow-keeper,  this  set-off  was  admit- 
ted, and  an  award  actually  made  in  favour  of 
Owen,  over  and  above  the  sum  demanded  by 
Jones,  of  100/.  The  effect  of  this  award  was  to 
drive  Jones  and  his  wife  from  the  possession  of 
some  premises  which  belonged  to  Owen,  situate 
at  Newington.  These  premises  Owen  let  to 
other  tenants  ;  and  on  his  coming  up  to  look 
after  his  rent,  to  his  surprise  and  vexation,  he 
found  the  house  deserted,  and  the  late  occupants 
gone.  It  turned  out,  that  the  tenants  had  been 
detected  in  carrying  on  an  unentered  soap-work, 
and  had  found  it  convenient  to  fly,  without  the 
usual  notice  to  the  landlord. 

The  effect  of  this  discovery  on  the  mind  of 
Owen  was  such,  added  to  the  recollection  that 
his  law-suit  with  his  brother-in-law  was  the  ori- 
ginal cause,  not  alone  of  his  present  loss,  but  of 
his  wife's  death,  as  to  produce  a  temporary  fit  of 
phrenzy,  during  which  he  determined  to  be  fully 
avenged  by  the  death  of  him  whom  he  conceived 
to  be  the  original  offender.    He  immediately  went 
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to  a  house  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  he  dined, 
and  having  increased  his  passion  by  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors  he  set  out  on  his  atrocious 
expedition,  in  which  he  succeeded  in  the  melan- 
choly manner  we  have  already  detailed. 

The  parties  were  all  Welch ;  Jones  and  his  wife 
about  forty  years  of  age ;  the  servant  girl  about 
twenty ;  Owen  between  forty-five  and  fifty,  a 
man  of  remarkably  formidable  size  and  strength. 
The  age  of  the  eldest  son  was  about  eleven ;  both 
this  lad  and  his  brother  had  always  preferred 
the  society  of  their  uncle  and  aunt  to  that  of  their 
father ;  and  upon  the  elder  one  devolved  the 
whole  management  of  his  uncle's  business,  con- 
sisting of  an  extended  milk- walk.  The  servant 
girl,  Mary  Barry,  had  lived  with  them  from  her 
infancy,  and  was  sincerely  attached  to  them.  She 
was  a  witness  for  Jones  before  the  arbitrators,  a 
circumstance  which  may  perhaps  account  for  the 
enmity  of  Owen  towards  her. 

While  Owen  was  being  removed  to  Union-hall, 
surgical  aid  was  procured  for  the  wounded,  and 
the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  Dixon,  surgeon  of  New- 
ington,  was,  that  he  considered  the  husband  likely 
to  die ;  the  wife  dreadfully,  though  not  mortally, 
wounded  ;  and  the  girl,  though  very  seriously 
hurt,  likely  to  recover.  The  man  and  the  servant 
were,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  surgeon,  taken 
to  one  of  the  hospitals,  and  Mrs.  Jones  was  carried 
back  to  her  own  house. 

Jones's  house  exhibited  a  most  desolate  ap- 
pearance, from  the  means  that  were  taken  to  ap- 
prehend the  assassin.  The  sashes  at  the  back 
of  the  house  had  been  forced  out ;  and  from  the 
numbers  of  persons  who  pressed  up  stairs  to- 
gether, the  bannisters  were  completely  demo- 
lished. 

In  consequence  of  the  weak  and  doubtful 
state  in  which  the  victims  of  Owen's  sanguinary 
attack  remained,   no  further  inquiry  into  the  par- 
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ticulars  took  place  till  the  10th  of  October  follow 
ing;  and,  indeed,  the  wretched  prisoner  himself 
had  suffered  so  much  from  the  severe  treatment 
he  had  necessarily  received  in  his  capture,  that 
he  also  was  unfit  to  be  removed  at  an  earlier 
period. 

Although  it  was  not  positively  known  that  the 
prisoner  would  be  examined  on  that  day,  yet  se- 
veral hours  previous  to  the  examination  an  amaz- 
ing number  of  persons  assembled,  and  the  business 
of  the  office  suffered  considerable  interruption. 
The  Magistrates  therefore  thought  it  expedient 
to  remove  the  prisoner  into  a  private  room  for 
examination. 

At  one  o'clock  Mr.  Jones  and  Mary  Barry  ar- 
rived in  a  hackney-coach  from  St.  Thomas's  Hos- 
pital, under  the  care  of  a  surgeon  and  two  nurses; 
they  were  so  weak  as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  stand. 
At  two  the  prisoner  was  brought  into  the  room 
and  confronted  with  Jones  and  the  servant ;  the 
the  latter  fainted  as  soon  as  she  saw  him,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  Mr.  Jones  was  roused  to 
sensibility.  When  he  recovered,  he  exclaimed, 
"  O  God  !  I  thought  I  saw  him  with  a  knife  in  his 
hand."  The  magistrate  ordered  the  prisoner  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  room,  as  his  presence  so  much 
agitated  the  prosecutors.  About  two  Mrs.  Jones 
arrived  in  a  hackney-coach,  also  extremely  weak, 
and  the  magistrates  proceeded  to  hear  evidence. 

Man/  Barry,  the  servant,  stated,  "  On  the  26th 
of  September  last,  a  little  after  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  I  was  at  home  with  my  master  and 
mistress,  and  heard  a  knock  at  the  door ;  I  opened 
it,  and  saw  the  prisoner;  without  saying  a  word 
he  forced  himself  in  ;  my  master  was  in  the  back 
room;  I  called  out,  "Mr.  Owen  is  here!  and 
my  master  then  came  out  of  the  back  room  into 
the  passage,  where  he  met  the  prisoner.  The 
prisoner  immediately  took  from  under  his  coat  a 
large  pointed  carving-knife,  and  without  speaking 
made  a  blow  at  my  master,  who  lifted  his  hand 
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to  defend  himself,  and  prisoner  cut  and  struck  him 
dreadfully  on  the  hand.  My  mistress  then  came 
out,  and  she  and  I  attempted  to  save  my  master, 
and  take  away  the  knife.  I  got  hold  of  it,  and 
he  drew  it  through  my  hand,  and  cut  me  very 
much,  and  then  he  began  cutting  and  slashing 
away  at  random,  and  cut  us  all  three ;  he  cut  me 
on  the  arm,  stabbed  me  in  the  neck,  and  wounded 
me  in  the  forehead.  I  then  ran  out,  and  called 
for  assistance,  and  came  back  again,  and  found 
my  master  lying  on  the  floor  in  the  back  room, 
bleeding  very  much,  and  the  prisoner  lying  over 
him,  with  a  knife  under  my  master's  clothes,  and 
apparently  sticking  in  his  side ;  when  I  returned 
to  the  house,  a  young  man  returned  with  me,  and 
he  assisted,  and  we  held  Owen's  arms  and  got 
the  knife  from  him.  I  was  then  taken  by  some 
persons  to  the  hospital. 

Mr.  Jones  deposed  to  the  same  effect,  and 
added,  that  the  cut  he  received  across  the  hand 
in  the  passage  disabled  him  from  offering  much 
defence  ;  and  he  soon  became  insensible  ;  when 
he  recovered,  he  found  himself  dreadfully  cut  in 
the  neck,  and  part  of  his  left  ear  off.  He  for- 
merly had  a  law  suit  with  prisoner,  but  had  not 
spoken  to  him  since  August,  1816. 

Mrs.  Jones  stated,  that  during  the  struggle  be- 
tween them  all  in  the  passage,  she  heard  prisoner 
say,  "  You  wretches,  I'll  kill  you  all."  She  re- 
ceived several  cuts  about  the  head  and  face,  and 
a  stab  in  the  side :  saw  the  prisoner  attempt  to 
stab  her  husband  in  the  side  ;  then  became  sense- 
less, having  bled  excessively. 

Charles  Hopkins,  the  young  man  alluded  to  in 
Mary  Barry's  evidence,  stated,  that  he  saw  Barry 
run  out  of  Jones's  house,  covered  with  blood, 
and  calling  for  assistance  ;  he  went  into  the  house 
with  her,  aud  saw  Mr.  Jones  on  the  floor  bleed- 
ing very  much,  and  prisoner  lying  over  him,  with 
the  knife  apparently  in  Jones's  side ;  saw  him  seize 
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Mrs.  Jones  and  pull  her  down ;  Mrs.  Jones  called 
out  to  take  the  knife  from  him ;  the  servant  and 
he,  by  their  united  efforts,  succeeded  in  getting 
the  knife  away  from  him ;  he  gave  the  knife  to 
Holmes,  the  constable,  and  then  went  to  the  hos- 
pital with  Mr.  Jones  and  the  servant. 

Holmes,  the  constable,  stated,  that  on  hearing 
the  alarm,  he  immediately  went  to  the  spot,  and 
saw  Owen  standing  on  the  defensive  at  Jones's 
house,  with  a  knife  in  each  hand;  with  great 
difficulty  he  secured  him,  searched  him,  and  found 
in  his  pockets  two  other  knives  and  a  razor  case. 

On  the  prisoner  heing  asked,  if  he  had  any 
thing  to  say,  his  Solicitor  advised  him  to  reserve 
himself  for  trial.  The  respective  parties  were 
bound  over  to  prosecute  ;  and  he  was  committed 
for  trial  to  Kingston  Assizes. 

The  prisoner  seemed  unmoved  at  the  recital 
of  the  horrid  deeds  of  which  he  had  been  the  per- 
petrator, and  appeared  to  eye  the  objects  of  his 
revenge  with  a  malignity  that  it  is  difficult  to  de- 
scribe. The  fatal  instrument  was  produced  by 
Holmes,  rusted  with  blood ;  it  was  a  carving- 
knife  fourteen  inches  long,  and  the  blade  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  wide.  The  magistrate  said  it 
was  a  transaction  as  horrible  as  ever  disgraced  a 
civilized  country.  The  prisoner  was  sent  off  to 
gaol  in  a  coach,  amidst  the  execrations  of  about 
two  thousand  spectators. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1818,  he  was  arraigned  at 
the  Kingston  Assizes,  on  an  indictment  for 
cutting  and  maiming  John  Jones,  and  the  whole 
particulars  of  the  dreadful  tale  already  narrated, 
were  fully  proved  against  him. 

Several  respectable  witnesses  were  called  on 
his  behalf,  who  gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion, 
that  the  prisoner  had  not  been  in  his  senses.  He 
had  a  fever  nine  years  before,  and  since  then  they 
thought  him  subject  to  melancholy  and  insanity. 
He  used  to  walk,  to  shove  his  arms  backwards 
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and  forwards,  and  to  speak  to  himself,  like  a  mad- 
man. His  eyes  had  a  wildness  in  them.  He 
laughed,  sang,  and  danced  the  night  he  was  com- 
mitted to  gaol.  The  loss  of  his  wife  and  of  his 
property  deranged  his  mind.  He  frequently  ex- 
claimed "Lord!  Lord!"  and  complained  of  pain 
in  his  stomach.  He  had  always  been  remarkably 
mild-tempered,  humane,  and  civil.  It  was  proved 
that  the  prisoner  had  a  law-suit  with  John  Jones, 
who  was  his  brother-in-law. 

The  jury,  after  some  deliberation,  found  a  ver- 
dict of — Guilty.  After  a  pause,  their  foreman  re- 
commended him  to  mercy,  in  consideration  of 
the  respectable  testimony  borne  to  his  cha- 
racter. 

The  Judge  immediately  pronounced  sentence 
of  death,  and  assured  the  prisoner  that  he  could 
not  reasonably  expect  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  jury  would  have  any  effect.  When  the 
Judge  was  proceeding  to  pronounce  sentence,  two 
ladies,  friends  of  the  prisoner,  screamed  and 
fainted  away,  and  were  carried  out  of  Court. 
The  prisoner  preserved  the  same  unchanged  look 
of  composure  throughout  the  trial,  and  when 
sentence  was  pronounced. 

There  were  two  other  indictments,  for  felo- 
niously stabbing  Margaret  Jones,  the  prisoner's 
sister,  and  Mary  Barry,  in  the  same  place,  and 
on  the  same  occasion,  but  they  were  not  pro- 
secuted. 


Account  of  a  Riot  in  the  Streets  of  London,  on  pro- 
claiming the  Coming  of  the  Siiiloh,  by  some  de- 
luded Followers  of  Joanna  Southcott,  the  sham 
Prophetess. 

A  most  lamentable  instance  of  the  effects  of 
infatuation  and  religious  enthusiasm  was  exhi- 
bited before  the  sitting  magistrate,  at  Guildhall, 
London,    on    the    1 3th  of  January,    1819,   when 
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Samuel  Sibley,  and  Maria  Catherine  Sibley,  his 
wife  ;  Samuel  Jones  ;  his  son,  a  boy  of  ten  years' 
old;  Thomas  Jones,  John  Angel,  Thomas  Smith, 
James  Dodd,  and  Edward  Slater,  a  boy  of  twelve 
years'  of  age;  were  brought  up  from  the  Comp- 
ter, by  two  officers  of  the  Cordwainers'  Ward, 
who  had  with  great  difficulty,  and  at  the  hazard 
of  their  own  lives,  rescued  the  prisoners  from  the 
fury  of  an  immense  mob,  in  Budge-row,  Cannon- 
street,  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  previous  morning. 

These  deluded  people,  it  was  ascertained,  were 
disciples  of  the  lately  famous  Joanna  Southcott, 
of  whom  the  public  have  heard  so  much,  and  con- 
ceived themselves  directed  by  God  to  proclaim 
the  Coming  of  Shiloh  on  Earth  :  for  this  purpose 
they  assembled  at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  in 
order  to  enter  the  only  gate  of  the  great  city 
(Temple-bar),  through  which  they  marched  in 
procession  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
They  were  each  decorated  with  a  white  cockade, 
and  wore  a  small  star  of  yellow  riband  on  the 
■left  breast ;  Sibley,  who  led  the  procession,  bear- 
ing a  brazen  trumpet  adorned  with  light  blue 
ribands,  and  the  boys  carried  each  a  small  flag  of 
blue  silk. 

In  this  manner  they  had  proceeded  through 
Fleet-street,  up  Ludgate-hill,  and  along  St.  Paul's 
Church-yard,  to  Budge-row,  a  great  crowd  fol- 
lowing them,  increasing  continually  as  they  pro- 
ceeded. Having  arrived,  as  they  supposed,  in 
the  middle  of  the  great  city,  they  halted,  and 
began  to  perform  their  ceremonies.  Sibley 
sounded  the  trumpet,  and  proclaimed  the  second 
coming  of  the  Shiloh,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  on 
earth;  and  his  wife  cried  aloud,  "Wo!  wo!  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  because  of  the  com- 
ing of  the  Shiloh  !"  This  cry  was  repeated  se- 
veral times,  and  joined  in  with  a  loud  voice  by 
the  others  of  the  company. 

The  crowd  was  by  this  time  immense,  every 
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avenue  was  stopped  up,  and  the  passage  of  carts 
and  carriages  rendered  impossible.  The  mob 
began  with  laughing  and  shouting  at  these  miser- 
ably deluded  people,  and  at  length  proceeded  to 
pelting  them  with  mud  and  every  sort  of  missile 
they  could  procure;  they,  on  their  part,  being- 
most  of  them  stout  young  men,  resisted  ;  the 
fight  became  general  and  tremendous,  the  flags 
were  torn  down,  and  Sibley  and  his  associates 
with  great  difficulty  preserved,  by  the  exertions 
of  the  officers,  from  falling  victims  to  the  infuri- 
ated rage  of  the  mob,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Compter.  Their  appearance,  when  put  to  the 
bar,  bespoke  the  danger  they  had  gone  through  ; 
the  men  had  been  all  rolled  in  the  mud,  and  Sib- 
ley bore  evident  marks  of  violence  in  his  face. 
The  tattered  remnants  of  the  paraphernalia  used 
on  this  singular  occasion  were  also  produced,  and 
excited  in  the  minds  of  all  present  a  mixed  sen- 
sation of  pity  and  disgust  at  the  assumption  of 
holy  functions  and  heavenly  agencies  in  which 
the  deluded  fanatics  had  so  impiously  indulged. 
On  being  called  upon  by  the  magistrate,  Mr. 
Alderman  Bridges,  to  give  an  account  of  their 
conduct,  in  thus  disturbing  the  public  peace, 
Sibley,  with  an  air  of  authority,  directed  the 
others  to  be  silent,  and,  addressing  the  alderman, 
said,  he  regretted  there  was  no  time  for  him  to 
enter  into  the  particulars  of  the  mission  of  God 
to  him.  He  had  been  commanded  by  a  voice, 
through  the  boy  Slater,  to  announce  that  the 
Prince  of  Peace  was  come  upon  earth,  lie  was 
commanded  to  proclaim  the  Second  Coming  of 
Shiloh,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same 
authority  as  John  the  Baptist  had  proclaimed  his 
first  coming.  This  proclamation  he  was  to  make 
three  times  in  the  midst  of  the  great  city,  by 
the  sound  of  the  trumpet.  lie  and  his  com- 
panions were  obeying  the  commands  of  God,  and 
in  so  doing  had  conducted  themselves  peaceably, 
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and  interfered  with  no  one,  when  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  mob. 

He  was  proceeding  to  explain  the  natire  of  the 
visions  with  which  the  boy  had  been  favoured, 
and  his  wife  was  raising  her  voice  to  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact  of  the  Shiloh  being  on  earth, 
whom  she  said  she  had  had  in  her  arms  four 
times,  when  the  magistrate  interrupted  them,  and 
observed,  that  it  was  evident,  if  they  were  not 
insane,  that  they  were  acting  under  a  strong  de- 
lusion, and  pointed  out  to  them  how  much  better 
they  would  have  been  employed  in  pursuing  their 
regular  avocations,  than  in  being  the  cause  of 
public  riot,  and  endangering  their  own  persons; 
recommending  them  to  desist  from  any  repeti- 
tions of  their  gross  absurdities  and  delusions. 

The  men  in  reply  said,  it  was  right  they  should 
obey  God;  but  they  would  do  whatever  the  ma- 
gistrate directed,  and  desist  from  any  further 
proclamation,  assuring  him  at  the  same  time  that 
nevertheless  the  Shiloh  was  come. 

The  Alderman  said  he  would  not  rely  on  their 
promise,  and  should  detain  them  all  in  custody 
till  they  could  procure  him  some  better  assurance 
than  their  own  words  for  their  peaceable  de- 
meanour in  future.  They  were  accordingly  con- 
veyed back  to  the  Compter  in  two  coaches  to 
protect  them  from  the  mob:  one  of  the  men  on 
stepping  into  the  coach,  unbuttoned  his  coat,  dis- 
played his  yellow  star,  and  placing  his  hand  on 
it,  proclaimed  that  it  was  God's  colour. 

On  the  following  morning,  the  whole  party  of 
these  self-created  heralds  of  heavenly  news  were 
again  brought  up  before  the  sitting  magistrate, 
Alderman  Christopher  Smith. 

Sibley  was  again  the  spokesman,  and,  in  reply 
to  the  magistrate,  who  inquired  if  he  had  ever 
been  in  Bedlam,  said,  the  gentlemen  might  laugh, 
but  he  was  not  mad,  but  had  vestigated  the  busi- 
ness  thoroughly  before  he  was  convinced,     He 
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believed  the  Bible  from  cover  to  cover,  and  could 
point  out  the  prophecies  which  were  now  fulfill- 
ing. He  then  went  into  a  long  rhapsody  of  non- 
sense respecting  the  visions  with  which  the  boy 
had  been  favoured  by  God,  and  declared  he  had 
witnessed  miracles  performed  by  him.  In  the 
course  of  his  long  address,  he  quoted  the  Scrip- 
tures very  fluently,  and  concluded  by  referring, 
in  justification  of  his  belief,  to  the  passage  in 
which  it  is  said,  "  in  the  latter  days  your  old  men 
shall  dream  dreams,  and  your  young  men  see 
visions."  Being  asked  what  place  of  worship  he 
attended,  he  replied,  his  church  was  his  own 
house,  No,  3,  Gooch-yard,  Upper  Whitecross- 
street;  there  were  about  thirty  of  them  who  met 
there  frequently,  to  read  the  Bible  and  receive 
commands  of  the  Lord.  He  had  now  received 
command  from  God  to  desist  from  any  further 
proclamation;  and  if  the  Prince  Regent  were  to 
collect  all  the  money  in  the  world,  and  lay  it  at 
his  feet,  he  dared  not  do  it;  the  magistrate  might 
therefore  rely  there  would  be  no  repetition  of 
their  previous  conduct. 

In  this  declaration  he  was  joined  by  his  wife 
and  the  rest  of  his  associates,  who  all  declared 
aloud,  that  they  dared  not  now  proceed  any  fur- 
ther in  this  business.  On  this  assurance  on  their 
parts,  they  were  discharged  with  a  suitable  ad- 
monition from  the  worthy  Alderman,  and  thus 
terminated  this  very  singular  mission. 

The  leader  of  this  redoubtable  troop,  Sibley, 
held  the  dignified  station  of  watchman,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  George's  Fields;  and  the 
rest  of  the  maniac  band  was  composed  of  jour- 
neymen mechanics  and  labourers,  with  their 
wives.  The  whole  were  grossly  ignorant  and 
stupid,  but  most  inveterately  conceited,  and  evi- 
dently acted  under  a  full  impression  of  the 
divine  nature  of  the  cause  in  which  they  were 
embarked. 
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The  Dying  Confessions  of  a  Criminal. 

It  has  very  frequently  been  a  matter  of  remark, 
that  among  the  totai  number  of  unhappy  wretches 
who  pay  the  heavy  penalty  of  forfeit  life  to  the 
outraged  laws  of  God  and  man,  there  is  too  often 
a  greater  proportion  of  seduced  and  casual,  and, 
as  it  were,  fortuitous  offenders,  than  of  old,  har- 
dened   and    systematic   depredators.      Without 
either  admitting  or  denying  the  accuracy  of  this 
remark,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  allowable  to  observe, 
that    a    variety    of    circumstances    conspire    to 
give  colour  and  plausibility  to  such  an  opinion. 
Human  nature  is  so  weak,  the  heart  of  man  so 
corrupt,    the  influence    of  satanic  principles  so 
universal,    that  individuals  are    frequently  seen 
emerging    from    the    happy    obscurity    of   inno- 
cent   privacy,    and    glaring    upon   the    sight   of 
an   astonished   public   in   the  full   meteor    blaze 
of  unatonable  crime ;  too  often  consummated  in 
the   blood   of  parent,    child,   or  friend !     When 
such  things  do  occur — and  alas,  in  all  ages,  they 
have  been  but  too  frequent — the  whole  artillery  of 
of  our  criminal  law  is   brought  into  immediate, 
and,    as    it    were,     involuntary    operation ;    the 
wretched  offender — himself  holding  in  abhorrence 
his  own  crime — makes  but  a  feeble,  if  any  oppo- 
sition, and  public   justice  is  appeased  by  the  im- 
molation of  a  victim  almost  before  an  opportunity 
for   re-action  in  the  public  mind   has  occurred. 
This,   no  doubt,  is    as  it  should  be ;  for  without 
meaning  in   the   slightest    degree  to  undervalue 
the  importance  attached  to  a  proper  sense  of  the 
moral   obligations  due  to  society,  we  must  say 
that  our  every  day's  experience  furnishes  abundant, 
proofs  of  the  necessity  of  subduing,  by  the  terrors 
of  the  law,  many  of  trie  oaser  feelings  which  form 
too  large  an  ingredient  in  the  composition  of  some 
individuals. 

If  this  view  of  things  furnishes  any  thing  like 
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an  illustration  of  the  cases  of  individuals  who 
suffer  death  lor  the  commission  of  one  atrocious 
crime — that  crime  being  however  of  a  most  heinous 
and  desolating  nature — it  also  furnishes  a  still 
more  ready  explanation  of  the  continual  escape 
of  hardened  and  systematic  depredators,  who 
live  for  years  in  the  daily  commission  of  crimes, 
any  one  which  the  law,  if  exerted  to  the  letter, 
would  certainly  visit  with  its  last  penalty. 

It  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  system  pursued  by 
the  regular  depredator,  to  frame  every  act  of 
delinquency  with  a  view — 1st  to  the  probability 
of  detection — 2ndly,  to  that  of  legal  conviction, 
and  3dly,  to  the  chances  of  escape  from  capital 
punishment,  which  are  so  well  known  and  so  re- 
gularly calculated  on  by  every  class  of  syste- 
matic felons.  Hence,  while  the  march  of  justice 
is  rapid  and  almost  unopposed,  in  the  cases  of 
the  fortuitous  criminal  before  alluded  to,  we 
find  her  course  impeded,  her  principles  de- 
nounced as  sanguinary,  and  the  safeguards  so 
admirable  interwoven  into  every  part  of  our  con- 
stitution, to  shield  the  innocent  and  the  helpless 
from  arbitrary  power  and  undeserved  oppression 
— we  find  all  these,  and  a  thousand  other  means 
resorted  to  by  the  ingenuity  of  counsel,  to  save 
from  just  punishment,  a  scoundrel  who  perhaps 
the  very  previous  session  was  arraigned  upon 
similar  charges,  and  who  will  in  all  probability 
reappear  at  the  ensuing  sessions,  and  after  all, 
perhaps  escape  with  but  a  short  imprisonment. 

These  few  observations  upon  a  subject  which 
has  long  and  frequently  been  a  matter  of  public 
remark,  are  submitted  as  an  introduction  to  the 
Dying  Confessions  of  William  Morgan,  a  self- 
devoted,  heartless,  hopeless,  worthless,  thief. 
A  fellow  who  appears  to  have  plundered  without 
a  motive — who  was  a  scoundrel  as  it  were  for 
the  sake  of  being  a  scoundrel — and  ran  a  long 
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race  of  depredation  before  he  fell  into  the  hands 
of  justice  —  and  these  confessions  are  further 
curious,  as  shewing  the  vast  number  of  crimes 
a  man  may  commit  with  some  degree  of  impu- 
nity in  spite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  police. 

"  I  William  Morgan,  now  under  sentence  of 
death  in  his  Majesty's  county  gaol,  Maidstone, 
Kent,  August  15,  1817*,  at  the  age  of  19,  enlisted 
into  his  Majesty's  service  as  a  soldier.  I  was 
first  enlisted  into  the  18th  regiment  of  horse,  by 
one  John  Kesur,  at\Voolwich,  in  Kent.  I  marched 
from  thence  to  Deal  in  Kent,  at  which  place  I  de- 
serted, and  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  Chat- 
ham. On  the  road  I  robbed  a  man  of  his  watch; 
I  also  robbed  a  man  that  was  at  work  in  the  field 
of  some  of  his  clothes  to  disguise  myself.  I  went 
to  Chatham,  and  from  thence  to  Upnor,  where  I 
went  to  brick  making  for  three  months.  From 
thence  I  went  to  Chatham,  and  on  the  road  I 
robbed  a  man  of  his  pocket  book,  which  con- 
tained a  sum  of  silver,  and  one  gold  Fing.  At 
Chatham  I  enlisted  into  the  Sussex  Militia.  I 
remained  at  Chatham  with  the  regiment  two 
months,  and  from  thence  we  marched  to  Sheer- 
ness,  at  which  place  we  remained  four  months, 
and  from  thence  we  marched  to  Harwich,  in  Es- 
sex.    There  we   remained  six  weeks,  and  from 


*  He  was  executed  on  Pennenden  Heath,  August  28,  1817. 
The  crime  for  which  he  suffered  was  that  of  robbery,  attended 
with  cruelty.  On  the  9th  of  June  he  attacked  a  poor  old 
woman  named  Nisbett,  in  her  cottage,  at  Erith,  and  not  only 
took  away  from  her  some  money,  but  also  beat  her  in  a  most 
cruel  manner.  He  was  convicted  on  circumstantial  evidence ; 
and  though  the  property  taken  was  but  trifling,  the  Judge  com 
sidered  him  a  fit  object  for  the  extreme  punishmeut  of  the  law, 
as  personal  violence,  joined  to  robbery,  is  an  offence  which 
most  wisely,  is  rarely  if  ever  pardoned. 
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that  marched  to  Molbrough  in  Leicestershire.  I 
remained  there  five  weeks,  and  then  volunteered 
into  the  39th  foot,  and  was  marched  to  Weymouth 
in  Dorsetshire.  I  remained  there  three  weeks, 
and  then  deserted  the  second  time,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  London.  After  my  arrival  in  London, 
I  was  impressed  and  sent  on  board  his  Majesty's 
ship  Enterprize,  where  I  remained  six  weeks.  I 
was  then  draughted  on  board  the  Tower  Tender, 
and  down  to  Sheerness,  where  I  was  put  on  board 
his  Majesty's  ship  Serious,  slop  ship.  In  five 
days  I  was  sent  on  board  the  Namur,  where  I 
remained  three  weeks,  and  was  then  draughted 
to  the  brig  Brave  Dragon,  of  18  guns,  on  board 
which  I  was  eight  months  cruising  in  the  North 
Sea.  Receiving  some  damage  we  went  into 
Yarmouth  harbour,  in  Norfolk,  to  be  repaired, 
and  I  was  sent  on  board  the  Utile.  After  being 
on  board  two  weeks  I  deserted,  and  made  the 
best  of  my  way  to  Grays,  in  Essex,  where  I  got 
work  at  brick-making,  and  remained  five  months. 
But  I  have  to  observe,  I  was  once  travelling  from 
Scotland  to  London:  it  was  last  March  twelve- 
months, and  a  few  miles  below  Cambridge,  I  met 
with  a  hog-dealer  on  horseback  ;  I  was  concerned 
in  stopping  him  on  the  highway,  and  took  his 
pocket-book.  After  that  I  broke  into  a  farm- 
house, and  took  from  thence  divers  articles.  I 
went  down  into  Rothford  hundred,  and  there  I 
robbed  a  man  of  his  purse,  containing  some 
silver :  this  was  in  a  bye  road.  From  thence  I 
went  to  Woolwich.  There  I  broke  open  a  china 
shop,  and  took  to  the  value  of  20/.  worth  of  goods; 
and  also  broke  open  a  chandler's  shop  near  the 
Warren,  taking  from  thence  of  bacon  and  other 
articles  to  the  value  of  11/.  From  that  I  went 
to  Erith,  where  I  remained  two  months,  during 
which  time  I  committed  several  small  offences. 
Alter  leaving  Erith,  I  made  up  to  London,  and, 
on  the  highway  knocked  a  man  down,  and  robbed 
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him  of  his  watch   and   six  shillings  and   three 
pence.     After  my  arrival  in  London,  I  made  no 
stop,  but  proceeded  to  the   Black  Lion,   Bays- 
water-fields,  and  got  work  at  brick-making:  there 
I  left  my  lodgings,  and  took  with  me  a  suit  of 
clothes  that  were  not  my  own,  and  returned  back 
to  London.     In  Marylebone-lane  I  went  to  work 
for   one   Mr.  Weller,  and,  after  stopping  three 
months,    ran  away  from  him.     I  went  to  Pad- 
dington,  and  entered  a  baker's  shop,  and  took 
from  thence  a  large  pie,  not  cooked;  I  took  it 
down   Turpin-lane,    and    there    had    it   cooked. 
From  that  I  went  to  Greenwich,  and  there  robbed 
a  man  of  28/..      I  went  back   to  London,   and 
spent  it  in  East  Smithfield,   and  then  went  to 
Yalding,   in   Kent,   broke   into   a  watchmaker's 
shop,  and  took  from  thence  to  the  value  of  100/. 
in  goods.     I  went  to  London  with  my  booty,  and 
from  London  came  back  to  Greenwich,  where  I 
broke  open  a  cook's  shop,  near  the  Brown  Bear, 
and  took  from  thence  to  the  value  of  10/.  in  goods. 
About  two  months  after,  I  broke  into  a  small 
chandler's  shop,   near  the  Park,   at  Greenwich, 
and  took  to  the  value  of  1/.  in  goods.     I  also  en- 
tered a  watch-box,  and  took   from   thence  one 
gun,  one  pistol,  and  the  watchman's  rattle.     I 
also  broke  into  a  dwelling-house  near  the  Ship 
and  Billet,  at  Greenwich,  and  took  to  the  value 
of  5/.  in  linen  and  other  articles.     From  that  I 
went  to  Eltham,  in  Kent,  where  1  broke  into  a 
watchmaker's  shop  near  the  church,  and  took 
from  thence  7/.  worth  of  goods.    I  also  broke  into 
an  eating-house,  and  took  the  value  of  1/.     From 
thence  I  went  back  to  Greenwich,  and,  near  the 
Brown   Bear,   robbed  a  man   of  21.  in  money. 
"  I  then  went  back  to  Erith,  where  I  engaged  on 
board  his  Majesty's  ship  Active,  and  after  a  voy- 
age to  sea  of  eleven  months,  and  after  my  return 
to  London  was  discharged,  and   went  home  to 
Erith,  when  I  went  to  work  for  Anthony  Fletcher 
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for  three  weeks.  From  thence  I  went  to  Wool- 
wich, where  I  enlisted  into  the  Royal  Horse  Ar- 
tillery, as  a  gunner,  and,  after  serving  six  weeks, 
again  deserted,  and  went  to  Southend,  Essex. 
There  I  got  work  at  brick-making  for  four  months, 
and  then  broke  into  a  gentleman's  house  near  the 
Terrace,  and  took  from  the  said  house  clothes  to 
the  value  of  3/.  I  went  from  thence  to  London, 
and  got  work  on  the  Prince  Regent's  Canal  for 
three  months.  I  then  went  towards  Chatham. 
Going  over  Shooter's-hill,  I  was  stopped  by  a 
party  of  soldiers,  and  taken  back  to  Woolwich, 
sworn  in  as  a  deserter,  and  received  three  hundred 
lashes.  I  was  sent  to  the  hospital  for  twenty-four 
days,  and  when  I  came  out  joined  my  troop,  with 
which  I  remained  seven  days,  when  I  deserted 
the  fourth  time,  and  went  to  Southend.  I  re- 
mained there  five  months,  employed  in  brick- 
making  and  thieving.  I  there  stole  a  fat  hog  out 
of  the  field  near  the  brick-field,  and  also  broke 
into  a  gentleman's  hall  at  Grays,  in  Essex,  and  in 
the  town  of  Grays  stole  another  hog.  After  that 
I  went  to  London,  and  shipped  myself  on  board 
the  Asia,  and  went  to  sea  for  eighteen  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  period  I  was  paid  off  at  Chatham, 
and  then  went  to  Erith,  where  I  committed  the 
robbery  for  which  I  am  to  suffer.  Thirteen  house- 
breakings, eight  highway  robberies,  four  deser- 
tions, and  a  number  of  small  offences,  that  are  not 
herein  inserted,  are  the  horrible  crimes  of  the 
unfortunate 
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Extraordinary  Case  of  Child-stealing. — 
History  of  the  Abduction  of  Mr.  Horsley's  infant 
Son,  by  Charles  Rennet,  with  the  Particulars 
of  his  Escape  to  Holland  ;  his  Apprehension,  Trial, 
and  Defence. 

Perhaps  no  event  of  a  similar  kind  ever  excited 
so  great  a  degree  of  public  sympathy  as  the  cir- 
cumstance which  we  are  about  to  relate.  It  was 
no  sooner  made  public,  than  the  most  active  ex- 
ertions were  set  on  foot  by  numbers  of  persons 
unconnected  with,  and  totally  unknown  to,  the 
afflicted  parents,  and  who,  actuated  by  a  general 
feeling  of  disgust  and  abhorrence  at  so  cruel  a 
violation  of  all  that  is  sacred  in  domestic  and 
social  life,  acted  with  one  accord,  in  aid  of  the 
police,  in  endeavouring  to  trace  out  and  bring  to 
justice  the  perpetrator  of  so  vile  a  deed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horsley,  the  parents  of  the  little 
sufferer,  were  persons  of  property  and  respecta- 
bility, residing   at   Islington,     They   had   three 
young  children,  of  whom  Joseph  Charles  Hers 
ley,  the  destined  victim  of  Rennet's  infamous  at 
tempt,  was  the  eldest,  and  at  the  time  the  occur 
rence  took  place,  Mrs.  Horsley  was  pregnant  with 
a  fourth  child. 

On  Sunday,  the  8th  of  November,  1818,  the 
nursery-maid,  Elizabeth  Holbrook,  a  girl  about 
sixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  lived  in  Mr. 
Horsley's  family  between  two  and  three  years, 
was  sent  out,  as  usual,  to  give  the  children  an 
airing,  with  directions  to  return  in  about  an  hour 
or  two,  and  not  to  go  out  of  the  neighbourhood. 
She  had  with  her  the  boy  Joseph  Charles,  and  his 
sister,  an  infant  about  a  year  and  a  half  old,  tak- 
ing them  both  in  a  little  hand-chaise. 

The  time  appointed  for  her  return  came,  but 
no  servant  arrived;  hour  alter  hour  rolled  away, 
and  still  maid  and  children  were  absent;  anxiety 
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increased  with  the  approach  of  night,  and  still  no 
tidings  were  heard  of  the  poor  infants  or  their 
nurse ;  while,  in  the  absence  of  all  information,  a 
thousand  painful  events  presented  themselves  to 
the  minds  of  the  distracted  parents. 

Mr.  Horsley,  though  he  was  himself  exceed- 
ingly alarmed,  did  not  dare  to  give  vent  to  his 
feelings,  for  fear  of  increasing  the  terrors  of  his 
unhappy  wife,  whose  health,  and  even  whose  life, 
might  have  been  endangered  by  the  loss  of  her 
children.  On  the  following  morning,  they  were 
fortunate  enough  to  recover  the  little  girl ;  the 
poor  innocent  had  been  found  near  the  wall  of  the 
Asylum,  where  she  was  left,  sitting  in  the  chaise, 
alone,  and  might  have  perished  but  for  the  huma 
nity  of  the  landlady  of  the  Hercules  public-house, 
who  took  her  under  her  protection,  and  shel- 
tered her  for  the  night. 

During  some  days  the  parents  suffered  all  the 
horrors  of  suspense  respecting  the  fate  of  their 
boy ;  at  one  time,  thinking  the  servant  had  been 
murdered,  at  another,  that  she  was  accessary  to 
the  plot,  for  they  had  the  strongest  reason  to 
believe  that  the  child  had  been  carried  off,  since 
they  knew  that  there  was  a  person  in  existence 
so  hostile  to  them  and  their  family,  that  they  had 
every  thing  to  fear  from  him :  their  infant  boy 
was  likely  to  be  the  particular  object  of  his 
hatred.  In  order  to  account  for  this,  we  shall 
state  such  particulars  respecting  him  as  have 
come  to  our  knowledge. 

This  individual  alluded  to,  was  Charles  Rennett, 
a  first  cousin  to  Mrs.  Horsley,  and  about  28  or  29 
years  of  age.  Rennett's  grandfather  had  been  a 
solicitor  of  great  eminence  and  considerable  pro- 
perty; but,  having  reason  to  be  displeased  with 
the  conduct  of  his  son  (Rennett's  father),  who  had 
contracted  what  he  considered  an  imprudent 
marriage,  he  directed  by  his  will  that  what  pro- 
perty he  bequeathed  to  his  son  should   not   be 
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paid  to  him  till  he  reached  the  age  of  forty-five ; 
and,  in  the  event  of  his  death  before  that  age, 
the  legacy  was  to  go  to  other  branches  of  the 
family.  He  died  under  the  age  of  forty-five,  and 
his  widow  was  left  in  a  destitute  situation  with 
two  children,  namely,  Charles  Rennett  and  his 
sister. 

To  these  persons  the  relations  of  the  deceased 
Mr.  Rennett  were,  from  motives  of  compassion, 
in  t*he  constant  habit  of  affording  assistance,  not- 
withstanding that  they  proved  themselves  very 
unworthy  of  the  kindness  which  they  received. 
The  girl  attached  herself  to  a  company  of  strolling 
players,  and  Charles  Rennett  never  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  keep  to  any  settled  employment. 
He  was  made  a  midshipman,  but  left  the  ser- 
vice in  disgrace ;  and  was  apprenticed  to  a 
tradesman,  but  neglected  his  duty  and  did  not 
serve  his  time  out.  In  fact,  he  had  always  con- 
ducted himself  in  a  profligate  manner,  and  given 
proof  that  he  possessed  a  bad  heart,  for  he 
several  times  exercised  his  ingenuity  in  framing 
deliberate  falsehoods  to  distress  and  harass  the 
feelings  of  his  relations,  by  raising  reports  that 
some  one  to  whom  they  were  attached  had  died, 
or  met  with  some  unforeseen  calamity ;  and  once 
in  particular  he  nearly  occasioned  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Horsley  by  sending  a  message  that  her 
husband  had  died  suddenly. 

About  two  years  before  Charles  Rennett  and 
his  mother  and  sister,  conceiving  that  they  had  a 
claim  to  some  part  of  the  personal  property  of 
their  deceased  relative,  applied  to  Mr.  Ward,  a 
respectable  solicitor ;  and  Mr.  Horsley  and  others 
who  were  interested,  expressed  a  wish  to  facili- 
tate their  obtaining  the  Chancellor's  opinion  with 
respect  to  their  supposed  claims.  A  sort  of 
friendly  suit  was  commenced  for  that  purpose, 
which  terminated  in  Mr.  Horsley  and  his  co- 
defendants   paying   nearly   3,000/.,   which   they 
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gave  more  as  a  boon  than  in  satisfaction  of  a  just 
claim.  Upon  Rennett' s  obtaining  his  portion  of 
this  money,  he  went  to  France,  where  he  soon 
dissipated  it.  It  appears  that  he  then  deter- 
mined to  recruit  his  finances  by  the  abominable 
expedient  of  stealing  Mr.  Horsley's  child,  in 
order  to  compel  him  to  give  a  large  sum  of  money 
for  its  restitution. 

From  these  circumstances,  as  well  as  the 
threats  which  Rennett  had  often  made  use  of 
against  Mr..  Horsley  and  his  family,  no  doubt  re- 
mained in  their  minds  that  he  had  caused  the 
disappearance  of  the  child,  but  the  means  which 
he  had  used  to  effect  it  remained  a  mystery,  un 
til  Wednesday  the  11th  of  November,  when  the 
nursery-maid,  Elizabeth  Holbrook,  was  arrested 
on  her  return  from  Birmingham,  and  underwent 
a  judicial  examination. 

From  the  circumstances  related  by  this  girl,  it 
was  evident  that  Rennett  was  the  person  who 
had  carried  off  the  child.  She  acknowledged 
that  about  two  months  before  she  absconded 
with  the  children,  one  day  while  she  was  walk 
ing  with  them,  a  gentleman  accosted  her ;  he 
gave  each  of  the  children  a  cake,  and  asked  i\ 
she  was  coming  out  again.  She  answered,  "  Yes* 
after  dinner."  He  met  her  again  in  the  after- 
noon, renewed  his  conversation  with  her,  and 
told  her  that  he  was  going  into  the  country,  bu 
would  see  her  again  on  his  return. 

In  three  or  four  days  afterwards  this  person 
met  her  again,  and  from  that  time  until  the  chil- 
dren were  take>\  away,  he  never  missed  meeting 
her  daily,  and  accompanying  her  for  one  or  two 
hours,  while  she  was  giving  the  children  their 
usual  airing.  He  told  her  that  his  name  was 
George  Faulkland  ;  that  his  father  was  a  farmer 
between  Coventry  and  Birmingham  ;  that  he  did 
not  follow  any  business  himself,   but  his  father 
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allowed  him  sufficient  to  live  upon.  He  said  he 
lived  in  the  Back  Road,  Islington,  and  went 
every  morning  to  visit  his  brother  who  lived  in 
the  city. 

This  sort  of  intercourse  continued  till  about  a 
week  before  she  went  off,  when  the  pretended 
Faulkland  offered  to  marry  her.  He  told  her 
that  an  aunt  of  his  who  had  died  recently  had  left 
him  and  his  brother  a  100/.  each,  and  that  he 
daily  expected  a  letter  from  his  brother,  desiring 
him  to  go  to  Birmingham  to  receive  the  legacy. 
He  proposed  to  her  to  go  down  with  him  to  Bir- 
mingham as  soon  as  the  letter  should  arrive,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  married  there,  and  he 
positively  interdicted  her  relating  to  her  parents 
what  had  passed,  as  he  said  he  wished  it  to  be 
be  kept  a  profound  secret  till  after  they  were 
married. 

The  remaining  facts  respecting  this  girl,  trans- 
pire in  the  course  ii«f  the  narrative.  Her  youth 
and  simplicity  r^  ^d  her  an  easy  dupe  to  the 
artful  and  ,  unprfl  i .  Jed  Rennett,  but  she  ap- 
peared astonishingly  insensible  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  which  she  had  been  partly  the  cause. 
She  testified  great  willingness  to  do  all  in  her 
power  to  bring  Rennett  to  justice;  but  though 
she  had  lived  so  long  in  the  family  of  Mrs.  Hors- 
ley,  and  might  naturally  be  supposed  attached 
to  the  child,  she  shewed  no  symptoms  of  sorrow 
for  what  had  happened,  nor  did  her  countenance 
vary  during  the  long  examination  which  she  un- 
derwent before  the  magisirate.  She  was  sent 
with  an  officer,  to  Severn's-row,  Islington,  to  en- 
deavour to  find  out,  if  possible,  the  house  in 
which  the  man,  whom  she  called  George  Faulkland, 
to  whom  she  owned  she  had  given  the  child, 
lodged  ;  and  it  was  discovered  by  a  circumstance 
of  a  very  singular  nature.  On  the  officer  and 
Elizabeth  Holbrook  going  into  one  of  the  houses, 
they  saw  a  blue  silk  umbrel'a  hanging  up  in  the 
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hall,  which  the  girl  immediately  recognised  as 
one  she  had  seen  Faulkland  use  in  her  company, 
and  particularly  one  Sunday  evenin-g  when  he 
was  walking  with  her,  and  it  threatened  rain,  he 
quitted  her  for  a  few  minutes,  saying  he  would 
step  and  fetch  an  umbrella,  when  he  returned 
with  this  identical  one,  which  was  too  remarkable 
not  to  be  known  again. 

On  this  the  officer  proceeded  to  make  inquiries, 
and  learned  that  Rennett  had  lodged  in  the  house, 
and  that  his  wife  and  child  were  still  there  ;  the 
former  was  taken  immediately  into  custody,  and 
they  learned  from  her  that  her  husband  had 
actually  departed  for  France,  but  they  could  not 
implicate  her  in  any  way  as  being  an  accessary 
to  his  guilt. 

We  must  go  back  a  little,  to  notice  a  circum- 
stance rather  remarkable,  while  Elizabeth  Hol- 
brook  was  in  the  care  of  Godfrey  the  officer. 
When  she  was  first  taken,  —  elegantly  dressed 
female   interested   herself  much  about  the 

girl,  and  wanted  to  get  hei  y  from  the  officer, 
who  was,  however,  too  vignant  to  suffer  her  to 
have  any  conversation  with  his  prisoner.  The 
girl  declared  that  she  did  not  know  this  lady, 
who,  however,  followed  her  to  the  office,  and  re- 
mained at  the  back  of  the  crowd  during  her  exa- 
mination. She  did  not  attempt  to  interfere  in 
any  way;  but  the  elegance  of  her  appearance, 
and  the  air  of  mystery  attached  to  her,  occasioned 
much  conjecture. 

As  Mr.  Horsley  had  now  a  clue  to  guide  him 
in  the  pursuit  of  Rennett,  he  lost  no  time  in 
setting  out  for  France.  He  was  accompanied  by 
a  friend,  Lieutenant  Agar,  and  took  with  him  a 
warrant,  given  by  Mr.  Birnie,  for  the  apprehen- 
sion of  Rennett.  It  is  gratifying  to  our  feelings 
as  Englishmen,  to  observe  the  respect  with  which 
this    warrant    was    everywhere    treated.       The 
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magistrates  in  Holland,  as  well  as  everywhere 
else,  immediately  on  its  being  produced,  exerted 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  prevent  the  offender 
from  escaping  the  arm  of  justice.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  laudable  example  will  in  future 
be  followed,  and  that  the  criminals  of  one  country 
will  not,  as  has  been  too  often  the  case,  find 
shelter  in  another. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the 
magistrates  of  those  towns  through  which  Ren- 
nett  passed,  particularly  at  Braake ;  it  was,  in 
fact,  in  consequence  of  the  precautions  adopted 
by  those  latter,  that  Mr.  Horsley  recovered  his 
son,  as  Rennett  would  otherwise  have  escaped 
with  his  innocent  victim. 

Tfie  Particulars  of  Mr.  Horsley' §  Journey. 

Mr.  Horsley  and  his  friend,  in  the  course  of 
their  journey,  made  known  the  object  of  it  at 
every  place  where  they  stopped,  and  endeavoured 
by  diligent  inquiry  to  trace  Rennett :  at  last  they 
had  the  good  fortune  to  learn  from  the  post-boy 
who  was  driving  them,  that  he  had  driven  a  man 
and  child,  who  answered  precisely  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  Rennett  and  the  lost  boy,  at  eleven  o'clock 
on  Sunday  night,  from  Gravesend  on  the  road 
towards  Dover ;  and  the  man  had  repeatedly 
urged  him  to  make  all  possible  haste.  Mr.  Hors- 
ley desired  the  boy  to  drive  him  and  his  friend 
to  the  inn  at  which  he  had  set  the  man  and  child 
down  ;  by  doing  so,  they  contrived  to  trace  Ren- 
nett to  Dover,  from  whence  they  found  he  had 
taken  a  passage  in  a  packet  for  Calais  ;  and  it  ap- 
peared from  the  Custom-house  books,  that  he  had 
assumed  the  name  of  George  Reynolds. 

Rennett  had  the  start  of  them  nearly  five  days, 
when  they  arrived  at  Dover,  where  they  were 
unluckily  detained  from  the  Friday  evening  till 
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the  Sunday  morning  :  and  on  their  arrival  at  Ca- 
lais, on  the  same  day,  they  found  that  Rennett 
had  on  the  Monday  preceding  obtained  a  pass- 
port for  the  Pays  Bas,  and  then  departed  imme- 
diately for  St.  Omer's. 

They  succeeded  in  tracing  him  till  they  reached 
Amsterdam,   where  they  expected  to  find  him; 
but  here,    to    their   great  disappointment,  they 
earned,  that  he  had  quitted  it,  three  days  pre- 
viously, for  North  Holland. 

Upon  inquiry  at  the  hotel  where  Rennett  had 
stopped,  they  learned  that  he  had  stayed  there 
two  days ;  and  that  whenever  he  went  out,  he 
always  took  the  precaution  to  lock  the  child  up 
in  his  room,  and  that  the  poor  infant  had  been 
frequently  heard  to  cry  bitterly. 

It  was  their  intention  to  pursue  him  immedi- 
ately to  North  Holland;  but  most  fortunately, 
Lieutenant  Agar,  previously  to  quitting  Amster- 
dam, thought  it  prudent  to  make  some  inquiry 
among  the  boatmen,  as  to  the  means  Rennett 
might  use  to  elude  them  in  passing  by  water  to 
any  place  where  he  could  ship  himself  and  the 
child  for  a  foreign  country.  In  consequence  of 
this  inquiry,  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  learn,  that 
Rennett  had  returned  privately  from  his  first  ap- 
parent destination,  North  Holland,  and  taken 
his  passage  with  the  child  in  one  of  the  Dutch 
packets  for  De  Lemmer,  across  the  Zuider  Zee; 
and  he  was  thus  evidently  doubling  his  track, 
so  as  to  puzzle  his  pursuers,  and  avoid  being 
traced. 

The  port-gates  being  shut  when  they  received 
this  intelligence,  they  were  constrained  to  remain 
till  the  next  morning,  when  they  hired  a  vessel  to 
convey  them  to  De  Lemmer;  and,  as  Mr.  Hors- 
ley  conceived  that  Rennett's  intention  might  be 
to  remain  in  a  village  near  the  sea-side,  or  take 
up  his  abode  in  some  obscure  place,  till  a  vessel 
was  ready  to  sail  for  America,  he  took  with  him  a 
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Dutch  police  officer  to  assist  in  the  pursuit,  and 
who  was  furnished  with  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
Rennett,  in  case  they  found  him. 

At  De  Lemmer  they  were  again  fortunate 
enough  to  recover  traces  of  Rennett,  and  at  a  place 
called  Delmhurst,  they  found  a  frock  which  be- 
longed to  the  child,  and  which  had  been  left  be- 
hind by  Rennett.  This  frock  Mr.  Horsley  im- 
mediately recognised  as  his  son's.  The  landlord 
of  the  inn  where  it  was  left  said,  that  Rennett 
had  told  him  he  was  going  to  Frankfort  in  Ger- 
many ;  this  declaration  he  no  doubt  made  with  a 
view  of  misleading  his  pursuers. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  of  November,  they 
arrived  at  Bremen,  and  Mr.  Horsley  immediately 
waited  on  Mr.  Coleman,  the  British  Consul,  to 
whom  he  had  previously  written.  This  gentle- 
man, the  moment  he  had  received  Mr.  Horsley's 
letter,  took  the  most  active  measures  for  appre- 
hending Rennett. 

From  Mr.  Coleman  Mr.  Horsley  received  the 
joyful  intelligence,  that  his  child  was  safe  at 
Braake,  and  under  the  protection  of  Mrs. 
Macnamara,  the  lady  of  the  Consular  Agent ; 
and  that  Rennett  was  in  custody.  Mr.  Hors- 
ley and  his  friend  immediately  proceeded  to 
Braake,  where  they  were  most  hospitably  re- 
ceived by  Mr.  Macnamara  and  his  lady ;  and  here 
the  happy  father  enjoyed  the  bliss  of  again  em- 
bracing his  beloved  child. 

Mr.  Horsley  being  told,  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  identify  the  prisoner,  he  re- 
paired, for  that  purpose,  to  the  room  in  which 
Rennett  was  confined.  Immediately  on  his  en- 
trance, Rennett  hid  his  face  with  his  hands,  and 
exclaimed,  in  an  agony  of  compunction  or  despair, 
"  Oh  God!  Oh  God!"  He  then  threw  himself 
on  the  ground,  and  implored  forgiveness  of  Mr. 
Horsley,  who  quitted  the  room  without  uttering 
a  word., 
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The  necessary  forms  being  gone  through,  and 
the  child  restored  to  its  fattier,  he  had  the  hap- 
piness to  return  with  it  to  England,  which  he 
reached  in  safety,  after  a  boisterous  passage,  on 
the  fifth  of  December,  when  Mrs.  Horsley,  after 
a  period  of  lingering  suspense  and  anxiety,  the 
extreme  misery  of  which  can  only  be  conceived 
by  a  parent,  had  the  happiness  once  more  to  em- 
brace her  recovered  darling. 

Intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Rennett  was  imme- 
diately forwarded  to  Bow-street  office,  and  Good- 
win, the  patrol,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Horsley  to 
France,  and  who  held  the  warrant  originally 
granted,  was  sent  off  to  take  him  into  custody. 
Goodwin  met  the  German  officer  and  his  prisoner 
on  board  the  Cuxhaven  packet,  and  returned 
with  them  to  London,  where  the  prisoner  was 
immediately  taken  before  Mr.  Birnie,  at  Bow- 
street. 

The  foreign  police-officer  produced  to  the  ma- 
gistrate a  packet  directed  to  him,  and  containing 
copies  of  the  depositions  of  Mr.  Horsley,  and 
other  documents  which  had  been  taken  at  Bre- 
men, and  upon  which  Rennett  was  committed  to 
prison  there,  but  Mr.  Birnie  observed,  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  but  with  the  case  immediately 
before  him,  and  evidence  of  the  fact  with  which 
the  prisoner  was  charged  was  all  he  required. 

Elizabeth  Holbrook,  the  girl  who  had  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Horsley's  child  when  it  was  stolen, 
was  then  brought  in  and  examined,  and  the  pri- 
soner was  identified  by  her. 

Mr.  Birnie  said  this  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
act  upon,  and  to  commit  the  prisoner  for  trial  by 
a  jury  of  his  country,  and  each  party  would  now 
only  have  to  make  what  preparations  they  con- 
ceived necessary  for  the  prosecution  and  the 
defence. 

Rennett,    who   during   the    examination    was 
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allowed  to  sit,  was  very  deeply  affected.  He 
continued  in  tears  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  so 
much  was  he  cast  down,  that  his  sister  was  re- 
peatedly under  the  necessity  of  exhorting  him  to 
assume  some  degree  of  firmness. 

It  was  urged  on  the  part  of  Rennett,  that  Mr. 
Horsley,  when  at  Bremen,  promised  him  mercy, 
and  that  he  ought  not  to  forget  that  promise. 

Mr.  Horsley  said  he  promised,  when  on  the 
Continent,  that  any  mercy  which  he  could  show 
to  Rennett,  consistently  with  the  demands  of 
public  justice,  should  not  be  withheld;  but  he 
never  held  out  any  hopes  that  he  would  forego  a 
prosecution  altogether.  He  had  before  stated, 
that  he  entertained  no  vindictive  feeling  towards 
the  prisoner,  very  far  from  it ;  but  he  certainly 
felt  himself  bound  in  justice  to  the  public,  from 
whom  he  had  experienced  that  sympathy  and 
assistance,  to  bring  the  matter  before  a  court 
and  jury. 

The  prisoner  was  fully  committed  to  Newgate 
for  trial,  and  the  parties  bound  over  to  prosecute. 
He  was  conveyed  to  prison  in  a  coach. 

On  Monday,  April  26,  as  soon  as  the  judges 
entered  the  court,  Rennett  was  put  to  the  bar  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Adolphus,  on  the  part  of 
the  prisoner,  applied  to  the  court,  upon  affidavit, 
to  have  his  trial  postponed  until  next  sessions,  he 
not  being  prepared  with  his  defence. 

Mr.  Alley,  after  having  read  the  affidavit,  con- 
sented, on  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  trial,  on  account  of  its  great 
importance,  and  having  an  anxious  desire  that  the 
prisoner  should  be  prepared  with  his  defence. 

The  prisoner  was  then  ordered  from  the  bar, 
having  been  previously  informed  that  his  trial 
would  take  place  the  first  in  next  session. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  Charles  Rennett  was  again 
put  to  the  bar,  and  charged  in  the  indictment 
with  having,  on  the  8th  of  November,  maliciously 
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and  feloniously  carried  away  a  certain  male  child, 
under  the  age  of  ten,  and  about  the  age  of  three 
years,  Joseph  Charles  Horsley,  the  son  of  Joseph 
Horsley,  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  his  wife,  with  in- 
tent to  deprive  the  parents  of  the  possession  of 
the  said  child. 

Mr.  Alley  stated  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
secution, which  was  fully  proved  in  evidence  to  the 
effect  already  stated  in  the  preceding  part  of  this 
narrative,  and  the  prisoner  then  read  from  a  paper 
his  defence,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  Let  me  entreat  you,  my  Lord,  and  Gentle- 
men of  the  Jury,  to  listen  to  a  persecuted,  much- 
M'ronged  individual,  and  decide  with  that  mercy 
and  liberality  which  so  eminently  characterizes  a 
British  court  of  justice.  I  am  the  grandson  of 
Mr.  Charles  Rennett,  late  of  the  Inner  Temple. 
Id  the  course  of  his  extensive  and  respectable 
practice,  he  realized  a  considerable  fortune.  He 
possessed  several  estates,  real  and  personal,  inde- 
pendently of  money  in  the  funds,  to  the  amount  of 
several  thousand  pounds.  The  principal  freehold 
estate  (of  the  estimated  value  of  20,000/.)  situate 
in  and  including  the  manor  of  West  Meon,  in  the 
county  of  Southampton,  was  given  under  my 
grandfather's  will  to  trustees  in  trust  for  my  fa- 
ther (the  only  son)  and  heirs  of  his  body.  He 
amply  provided  for  his  other  children  out  of  the 
remaining  estates  and  funded  property. 

"  At  his  decease,  my  father  entered  into  pos- 
session of  the  estate  bequeathed  to  him,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  enjoyment  of  it  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  happened  at  an  early  period.  He 
left  a  widow,  a  daughter,  and  myself.  From  that 
time  I  date  all  my  miseries.  Mr.  Charles  Dignum, 
the  singer,  had  married  my  aunt,  the  sister  of  my 
father,  who  was  executrix  under  my  grandfather's 
will,  and  trustee  of  the  estate  bequeathed  to  my 
father,  who  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  decease 
was  under  age.     Upon  her  death,   Mr.  Dignum, 
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as  her  legal  representative,  acted  as  sole  trustee. 
My  Father,  several  years  previous  to  his  decease, 
was  of  imbecile  mind,  and  debilitated  constitu- 
tion. He  made  a  will  in  1805,  giving  the  whole 
of  his  property  to  his  wife,  daughter,  and  myself, 
naming  his  wife  executrix,  and  two  respectable 
gentlemen  his  executors.  This  distribution  of 
property  not  meeting  the  views  of  Mr.  Dignum, 
he,  in  1809,  in  concert  with  Mr.  James  Agar,  of 
Hare-court,  Temple,  a  man  known  to  my  grand- 
father by  being  often  at  his  table,  taking  advan- 
tage of  my  father's  mental  weakness,  got  him  to 
sign,  at  Agar's  chambers,  a  paper,  previously  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Agar,  which  gave  all  his  real  estate 
equally  between  between  my  sister,  self,  and  Mr. 
A  gar's  illegitimate  child. 

"  His  personalty  was  given  to  a  prostitute, 
who  had  been  Dignum's  servant,  and  then  coha- 
bited with  my  father.  They  named  her  execu- 
trix, and  themselves  executors,  leaving  his  wife, 
now  living,  unprovided  for.  This  scandalous  will 
answered  a  double  purpose  ;  in  the  first  place,  it 
was  calculated  to  increase  my  difficulties  in  re- 
covering my  birth-right,  the  seizure  of  which  was 
even  then  in  contemplation,  as  my  father's  demise 
was  an  event  supposed  to  be  not  very  distant ; 
secondly,  in  case  I  ultimately  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining my  right,  it  might  afford  a  comfortable 
provision  for  Agar's  illegitimate  offspring.  My 
father  died  surrounded  by  his  wife  and  children, 
under  the  impression  that  he  had  provided  for  his 
family  by  the  will  made  in  1805,  the  only  one 
known  by  them  to  be  in  existence,  he  himself 
(such  was  his  mental  incapacity)  having  no  trace 
on  his  mind  of  the  one  (if  it  deserved  the  name) 
made  in  1809.  Judge  of  our  astonishment  and 
indignation,  when  this  villanous  ducument  was 
produced  and  read  to  us  at  Agar's  chambers. 
Dignum  acted  alone  as  executor.  After  paying 
the  tribute  of  crocodile  tears  to  the  memory  of  his 
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departed  brother,  and  vowing  he  would  be  the 
friend  of  the  widow  and  children,  his  first  act  was 
to  lay  claim  to  and  take  possession  of  the  family 
estate.  He  then  put  up  to  sale  all  the  personal 
property  left  by  my  father,  including  every  article 
of  furniture,  which  having  accomplished,  the 
widow  and  children  were  turned  out  of  doors,  to 
do  the  best  they  could  for  themselves." 

The  prisoner  here  became  so  much  agitated, 
that  he  could  scarcely  proceed.  After  a  few  mo- 
ments pause,  he  continued  : 

"  The  property  included  the  residue  of  the 
lease  of  some  houses  in  Grafton-court,  the  deeds 
thereof  being  in  Dignum's  possession,  which,  on 
being  put  up  for  sale,  found  no  bidders,  it  being 
stated  that  the  securities  were  lost.  Dignum,  the 
executor,  became  the  purchaser  at  one-fourth  of 
the  value.  Whenever  I  endeavoured  to  remon- 
strate with  him  on  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of 
depriving  me  of  my  birth-right,  he  stopped  me, 
by  tauntingly  asking,  why  I  did  not  take  legal 
steps  for  the  recovery  of  it,  well  knowing,  in  ad- 
dition to  my  being  under  age,  and  without  a 
guardian,  that  I  had  not  the  means  of  purchasing 
the  necessaries  of  life,  much  less  to  defray  the 
expense  of  law  proceedings.  He  knew  he  ought 
to  have  given  me  possession  as  heir-at-law;  inde- 
pendently of  which  it  was  his  legal  as  well  as 
moral  dutv,  as  trustee,  to  institute  a  suit  in  a 
court  of  equity,  if  he  doubted  my  right  to  the 
property.  After  a  lapse  of  about  five  years,  I 
applied  to  a  solicitor,  who  at  first  warmly  advo- 
cated my  cause ;  but  after  a  meeting  held  at  the 
chambers  of  my  persecutor's  legal  adviser,  he 
abandoned  me,  and  became  the  solicitor  of  my 
prosecutor,  who  about  this  time  (he  being  in 
humble  circumstances)  married  Dignum's  daugh- 
ter. Five  years  had  then  elapsed  since  my  fa- 
ther's death,  during  which  my  poor  aged  mother 
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and  myself  underwent  all  the  miseries  attendant 
on  the  lowest  state  of  poverty. 

"  Dignum,  taking  advantage  of  my  distressed 
condition,  proposed  to  me,  that  if  I  would  give  a 
release  to  my  claim  on  the  estate,  he  would  use 
his  interest  to  procure  me  a  situation  in  the  East 
India  house,  or  some  office  under  Government.  I 
indignantly  rejected  this  proposal. 

"  Sunk  in  poverty,  and  desparing  of  the  resti- 
tution of  my  right,  I  had  no  resource  but  to  pro- 
pose to  these  oppressors  to  receive  a  small  com- 
pensation for  my  claim.  The  business  was  nego- 
tiated by  my  prosecutor  on  behalf  of  myself, 
Dignum,  and  a  Miss  Farnell,  who  also  claimed  an 
interest  in  the  property.  Every  circumstance 
that  appeared  calculated  to  bring  me  to  an  accep- 
tance of  their  own  terms  was  eagerly  laid  hold  of 
by  my  prosecutor.  My  father's  will  of  1809,  and 
my  poverty,  and  consequent  incapacity  of  pro- 
ceeding vigorously  with  legal  proceedings,  were 
contrasted  with  their  ability  to  protract  the 
suit  for  a  number  of  years,  which  Mr.  Horsley 
assured  me  it  was  their  determination  to  do,  if 
we  could  not  come  to  terms. 

"  Thus  situated,  I  was  reduced  to  the  deplora- 
ble necessity  of  disposing  of  my  title  to  an  estate 
for  a  sum  not  amounting  to  one  half  the  proceeds 
thereof  received  by  my  oppressors  since  my  fa- 
ther's death. " 

He  then  rebutted  the  accusation  of  having 
used  the  children  cruelly,  by  declaring  that  he 
requested  the  servant  to  take  one  child  home,  but 
she  refused  ;  she  likewise  refused  to  leave  it  at 
the  green-grocer's  at  which  Mr.  Horsley's  family 
dealt.  So  careful  was  he  of  the  child  which  he 
left  behind,  that  before  it  left  his  sight,  he  saw  it 
in  the  hands  of  three  respectable  individuals. 
Rennett  then  proceeded : 

"  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  have  suffered  six 
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months'  confinement,  five  of  which  have  been  in 
a  foreign  country;  and  that  a  beloved  infant  has 
perished  in  a  prison,  where  its  mother  was  taken 
on  suspicion  of  being  an  accomplice. 

'■  Relying,  my  Lord,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 
on  your  candour,  I  throw  myself  on  your  most 
humane  consideration." 

The  prisoner  read  this  defence  with  great  marks 
of  agitation. 

No  witnesses  were  called  on  his  behalf,  and 
a  summing  up  from  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  the  jury 
without  hesitation  pronounced  a  verdict — Guilty, 

Mr.  Justice  Bayley  immediately  after  the  ver- 
dict was  given,  addressed  the  prisoner  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : — 

"  You  have  been  found  guilty  by  a  jury  of  your 
country,  upon  such  evidence  as  could  allow  of  no 
doubt  as  to  your  guilt,  [t  is  a  crime  of  enor- 
mous magnitude,  and  if  you  look  back  upon  your 
own  conduct,  and  consider  what  would  be  the 
feelings  which  would  naturally  be  excited  in  the 
minds  of  the  parents  of  the  children  thus  torn 
from  them,  if  you  have  any  feelings  yourself,  if 
you  have  any  remorse,  you  will  be  conscious  of 
the  offence  you  have  committed.  If  in  a  moment 
of  agony  the  parents  of  these  infants  had  been 
brought  to  a  premature  death,  which  might  have 
happened,  or  if  they  had  been  deprived  of  reason, 
what  compensation  on  earth  could  you  have  made 
to  these  unhappy  beings?  The  defence  which 
you  have  read  is,  that  you  have  received  family 
wrongs  ;  but  is  this  the  way  in  which  such  wrongs 
ought  to  be  redressed?  Are  you  to  be  the  judge 
in  your  own  cause?  Are  you  to  be  the  avenger 
of  these  grievances  !  You  have  forfeited  the  pro- 
tection of  the  laws,  and  you  must  prepare  to 
meet  your  punishment.  The  sentence,  which  will 
be  passed  at  its  proper  time  (for  I  should  not  pro- 
perly discharge  my  duty  unless  I  distinctly  in- 
formed you  of  your  fate),  will  be  transportation 
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for  seven  years,   the  highest  punishment  which 
the  law  allows." 

Rennett  was  then  removed  from  the  dock,  but 
did  not  seem  much  affected. 


Trial  of   Michael    Shipman,   for  administering 
Drugs  to  a  young  lady,  for  an  infamous  'purpose. 

At  the  Leicestershire  assizes,  in  1818,  Michael 
Shipman,  a  dissenter,  a  man  of  property,  resi- 
dent in  Hinckley,  within  thirteen  miles  of  Lei- 
cester, was  brought  to  trial  on  the  complaint  of  a 
beautiful  girl,  named  Emma  Dalton.  He  took 
his  seat  at  the  table  opposite  the  witness's  box, 
and  had  frequent  communications  with  his  solici- 
tor during  the  trial,  which  lasted  seven  hours. 

The  indictment  charged  him  with  having  as- 
saulted Miss  Dalton,  and  administered  lauda- 
num, or  some  other  exciting  drug,  for  the  purpose 
of  producing  unconsciousness,  insensibility,  or 
excitement,  in  that  young  lady,  with  the  view  of 
rendering  her  subservient  to  his  passions.  There 
were  other  counts  in  the  indictment,  one  of  which 
charged  him  with  a  common  assault. 

Mr.  Clarke  opened  the  case,  which  he  said  was 
the  most  aggravated  one  he  had  ever  heard.  He 
made  no  other  comment  upon  it  than  that  the 
evidence  would  be  found  incontrovertible ;  that 
it  would  disclose  a  system  of  villany  the  most 
depraved ;  and  that  the  honour  of  the  sex  and 
common  humanity,  demanded  an  attention  from 
the  jury  incapable  of  being  prejudiced  by  an  ad- 
dress to  their  feelings,  unsupported  by  powerful 
testimony. 

He  then  called  the  prosecutrix,  who,  upon 
getting  into  the  box,  trembled  exceedingly.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  effect  produced 
by  her  appearance;  in  her  countenance,  which 
wore  the  marks  of  thought  and  sorrow,  could  be 
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traced  the  evidences  of  former  happiness.  The 
spectators  turned  with  horror  to  her  abuser,  who 
presented  a  hideous  contrast.  His  head  was  co- 
vered with  lank  red  hair;  he  now  and  then 
"grinned  horribly  a  ghastly  smile,"  especially 
when  his  counsel  was  proceeding  to  draw  infe- 
rences from  the  evidence  which  led  him  to  enter- 
tain a  vain  hope. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Miss  Dalton's 
evidence: — I  am  twenty-one  years  of  age.  My 
father  was  a  merchant,  and  resided  at  Birming- 
ham; but,  from  the  embarrassed  state  of  his  cir- 
cumstances, found  it  necessary  some  time  ago  to 
leave  the  country.  My  sisters  and  I,  to  whom  he 
had  given  a  good  education,  remained  at  home. 
Early  in  September,  I  went  into  the  family  of 
Mr.  Shipman,  as  governess  to  his  three  daugh- 
ters, the  eldest  of  whom  is  nearly  fourteen,  the 
second  ten,  and  the  third  seven.  On  Friday,  the 
19th  of  December,  I  was  violently  ill  with  a  pain 
in  the  chest,  and  a  heaviness,  and  I  retired  to  my 
room  about  seven  o'clock.  Between  eleven  and 
twelve,  the  servant,  Clara  Johnson,  came  to  ask 
me  how  I  was.  Having  experienced  no  abatement 
of  pain,  I  told  her  I  was  exceedingly  ill,  and 
begged  that  she  would  ask  whether  I  should 
bathe  my  feet  in  warm  water.  On  her  return 
the  girl  told  me  that  her  mistress  had  sent  to  her 
master,  and  he  would  be  up  directly.  Before  I 
had  time  to  express  my  disapprobation  of  so  ex- 
traordinary an  intention  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ship- 
man,  he  entered  the  room.  Having  covered  my 
head  with  the  bed-clothes,  and  made  no  reply  to 
his  inquiry  how  I  was,  he  pulled  down  the  clothes, 
took  both  my  hands,  and  placed  me  by  force  on 
my  back,  desiring  me  to  look  at  him  full  in  the 
face.  Again  he  asked  me  what  was  the  matter 
with  me  ?  I  said  I  had  a  violent  pain  in  my  chest. 
He  asked  where  my  chest  was ;  and  I  said  he 
must  know;    and  that  he  was  trifling  with  me. 
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When  Clara  left  the  room,  he  put  his  hand  over 
the  upper  part  of  my  person,  and  told  me  the 
pain  was  not  in  my  chest,  but  in  my  stomach. 
My  endeavour  to  remove  his  hand  was  quite 
fruitless,  for  I  was  extremely  weak,  and  my  breath 
was  so  violently  affected  as  to  render  me  wholly 
incapable  of  remonstrating  with  him.  The  first 
words  I  addressed  to  him  when  he  entered  the 
room  were,  that  I  had  not  sent  for  him,  but  for 
Mrs.  Shipman.  When  the  girl  returned  with  the 
Drandy,  he  removed  his  hand  from  my  bosom, 
and  obliged  me  to  take  some  brandy,  after  which 
I  entreated  him  to  leave  the  room,  which  he  at 
first  refused,  but.  afterwards  consented  to  do,  de- 
claring, however,  that  Clara  should  go,  and  that 
no  one  should  stay  with  me,  whether  I  was  well 
or  ill.  Both  went  away  together.  About  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  I  awoke  in  great  pain,  and 
was  quite  hysterical;  my  cries  awoke  Mr.  Ship- 
man's  eldest  daughter,  who  jumped  out  of  bed 
and  ran  to  her  parents'  room.  Mr.  Shipman 
came  in  a  few  moments  after  his  daughter  had 
left  the  room,  but  said  nothing,  and  went  away 
immediately.  Clara  then  came,  and  said  her 
master  had  ordered  her  to  dress  and  take  me 
down.  I  refused  to  go,  saying  to  the  girl  that 
the  bed  was  better  for  me,  as  I  was  ill.  He 
called  repeatedly  to  know  whether  I  was  coming 
down;  and  I,  finding  objections  useless,  told  the 
girl  she  might  dress  me  and  take  me  down.  Re 
was  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs  with  a  candle  in 
his  hand;  he  had  on  a  night  cap  and  a  waistcoat, 
but  no  coat,  and  he  assisted  the  girl  in  bringing 
me  into  the  room,  where,  before  a  large  fire, 
there  was  a  sofa,  on  which  he  placed  me.  I  com- 
plained of  the  excessive  heat,  on  which  he  sent 
Clara  for  the  tea-things,  and  said  the  fire  was  not 
hotter  than  I  could  bear  it.  My  breath  grew 
worse,  and  I  felt  dreadfully  ill.  At  that  moment 
the   girl   entered   with   the    tea-things.     He  in- 
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sisted  on  my  taking  tea,  and  raised  me  up  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  so.  Upon  compulsion  I  took 
two  cups,  and  he  said  1  should  have  a  third. 
There  is  a  cupboard  in  the  room,  where  different 
kinds  of  drugs  are  kept,  amongst  which  is  lau- 
danum. Before  he  brought  the  third  cup,  he 
went  to  that  cupboard  and  filled  it  there.  I  re- 
fused to  take  it.  He  said  I  should,  and  raised 
me  up,  and  presented  the  cup  to  my  mouth.  I 
perceived  the  smell  was  nauseous,  and  again  re- 
fused. He  declared  that  I  should,  or  he  would 
drench  me  with  it:  at  the  same  time  he  took  hold 
of  me  by  the  nose,  forced  it  down  my  throat  most 
violently,  and  threw  me  down  on  the  sofa.  He 
sat  on  the  sofa.  One  of  my  teeth  was  broken, 
but  whether  it  was  at  that  time  or  not,  I  don't 
know.  Clara  came  in  while  he  was  drenching 
me  with  the  tea,  and  he  desired  her  to  take  the 
bone  out  of  my  stays.  I  was  in  violent  agony, 
and  I  motioned  her  not  to  do  it  while  he  was  in 
the  room.  He  went  out.  I  thought  I  was  ex- 
piring. Clara,  on  removing  the  bone,  retired. 
He  came  and  sat  at  the  foot  of  the  sofa,  and  gave 
his  hand  more  unrestrained  liberties  than  before 
upon  my  person.  The  servant  came  in,  and  he 
removed  his  hands,  with  one  of  which  he  had 
held  both  of  mine.  In  answer  to  his  inquiry,  she 
said  she  had  come  to  prepare  the  room  for  the 
family.  He  desired  her  to  remove  me  on  the 
sofa  into  the  kitchen.  As  well  as  I  could  I  told 
her  to  carry  me  to  bed,  but  he  said  it  was  useless, 
for  I  should  not  go,  and  he  removed  me  into  the 
back  kitchen  on  the  sofa,  near  the  fire,  and  put 
the  shutters  up ;  Clara  went  about  her  business, 
and  he  sat  beside  me,  and  repeated  the  liberties 
I  alluded  to.  At  that  moment  Clara  came  in. 
There  was  a  nauseous  taste  in  the  last  cup  of  tea 
1  took,  which  was  not  in  either  of  the  other  cups. 
I  have  since  smelt  laudanum  in  tea,  and  it  is  my 
firm  belief  that  laudanum  was  mixed  in  the  third 
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cup.     My  illness  increased,  and  Clara,  by  his 
order,  put  me  to  bed,  where  [  grew  worse.    Mrs. 
Shipman  came  in  on  hearing  me  scream,  and  Mr. 
Shipman  made  me  take  castor  oil.     What  oc- 
curred from  that  time  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  I 
was  wholly  unconscious  of.    On  Sunday  I  felt  bet- 
ter, and  contrived  to  sit  up  to  dinner,  after  which 
Mrs.  Shipman  proposed  to  her  husband  to  go  to 
chapel.     I  went  up  to  my  own  room,  Mrs.  Ship- 
man  went  to  chapel,  and  Mr.  Shipman  came  to 
me  while  I  was  lying  on  the  bed,  and  insisted  on 
my  going  down.    I  told  him  I  would  cry  Murder 
if  he  persisted  in  removing  me,  for  I  was  dread- 
fully ill.     He  used  all  the  persuasive  arguments 
he  could  to  induce  me  to  go  down;  said  he  had 
not  gone  to  chapel  on  my  account,  and  all  the 
rest  were  out.     I  said  he  was  a  bad  man,  and 
supplicated  him  to  leave  me.    Finding  that  I  was 
bent  upon  not  going  down,  he  brought  up  a  large 
goblet  full  of  brandy  and  water.     I  said  it  was 
not  brandy,  and  refused  to  take  any.    He  threat- 
ened to  drench  me  with  it,  and  stood  over  me 
till  I  drank  it  every  drop.     I  was  then  in  hys- 
terics, had   dreadful  fits  of  crying,  and  lost  all 
recollection  of  what  occurred.     On  the  following 
morning  I  was  awoke  by  Mr.  Shipman's  kisses. 
He  told  me  how  much  his  wife  and  children  loved 
me,  and  that  he  loved  me  more  ten  times.     I 
complained  of  the  insult  he  had  offered  me,  and 
said   I  should  inform  Mrs.  Shipman  of  his  vile 
conduct.     I  informed  Mrs.  Shipman  of  it.     My 
illness    continued  with  unabated  violence;    and 
though  I  expressed  a  wish  to  see  Mr.  Power,  the 
surgeon,  and  another  medical  man,  I  was  denied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shipman.    At  length  I  saw  Mr. 
Power,  on  Tuesday:  told  him  they  had  given  me 
different  kinds  of  medicine;  that  I  had  requested 
to  see  him,  but  had  been  refused ;  that  I  was  very 
unhappy;  had  been  used  very  ill,  but  had  neither 
time  nor  power  to  tell  him  more.     I  continued 
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delirious  for  a  fortnight;  the  last  thing  I  remem- 
bered was  Mr.  Power's  coming.  From  Mr.  Ship- 
man's  I  was  removed  to  the  vicarage  in  a  sedan, 
unti'  I  got  better.  In  my  bed-room  there  was 
no  bell.  There  was,  I  believe,  a  key  in  the  door, 
but  Mrs.  Shipman  begged  I  would  never  lock  the 
door,  through  fear  of  tire  or  the  illness  of  the 
children.  I  stayed  a  week  at  the  vicarage,  from 
whence  I  went  to  my  aunt's,  at  Birmingham.  Be- 
fore the  Friday  I  had  taken  salts  and  calomel  and 
other  drugs,  for  a  cold,  by  desire  of  the  prisoner. 

In  her  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Denman, 
Miss  Dalton  merely  repeated  her  former  state- 
ment. The  object  of  the  learned  Counsel  was 
to  obtain  some  admissions  which  might  leave  an 
impression  that  the  prisoner's  conduct  was  dic- 
tated by  a  feeling  of  compassion,  which  was  mis- 
taken for  love.  The  witness  again  stated,  that 
all  resistance  was  impossible;  her  breath,  as  well 
as  strength,  having  been  affected,  and  an  unna- 
tural sensation  having,  in  consequence  of  the 
drugs,  pervaded  her. 

Clara  Johnson  deposed,  that  she  lived  as  ser- 
vant to  Mr.  Shipman,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
conduct  of  her  master  perfectly  confirmatory,  as 
far  as  it  went,  of  that  given  by  Miss  Dalton. 
She  described  the  state  of  health  of  the  young 
lady  as  most  deplorable,  and  remembered  that 
when  she  told  her  master  how  ill  she  was,  he 
said  that  was  just  what  he  wanted.  She  added, 
that  when  her  mistress  went  to  chapel  on  Sunday, 
her  master  came  to  her  and  sent  her  out  with  the 
child  before  she  had  time  to  clean  herself;  and 
that  when  Mr.  Power  came  to  see  Miss  Dalton, 
Mr.  Shipman  flung  down  his  hat  in  a  great  rage, 
and  said  he  was  undone. 

In  her  cross-examination  she  but  increased  the 
evidence  against  the  prisoner.  She  heard  Miss 
Dalton  say  in  her  delirium,  that  her  master  had 
broken  her  tooth ;  and  while  she  was  deprived  of 
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her  senses,  Mr.  Shipman  put  his  hand  up6n  her 
person. 

Martha  Hey,  the  nurse  who  attended  Miss  Dal- 
ton  on  Wednesday  night,  deposed,  that  she  was 
quite  delirious,  and  that  Shipman  had  acted  while 
she  was  so  in  the  manner  described.  Again  he 
came,  and  asked  whether  Miss  Dalton  had  asked 
for  him  ?  to  which  witness  replied,  "  that  she  had, 
in  her  delirium."  "  Ah,  poor  girl,"  said  he, 
"  she  always  asks  for  me." 

Mr.  Power,  surgeon,  of  Hinckley,  said  he  vi- 
sited Miss  Dalton  on  Tuesday  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, when  he  found  her  very  faint.  She  had  a 
small  and  frequent  pulse,  and  complained  of  a 
pain  in  the  head,  and  coldness  in  the  feet,  and 
looked  excessively  ill.  She  made  the  communi- 
cation to  him  which  she  had  stated  to  the  Court. 
On  Wednesday  morning  she  was  much  worse : 
she  had  spent  a  delirious  night,  her  pulse  had  in- 
creased in  action,  and  the  witness  recommended 
another  opinion  to  be  taken.  She  was  very  deli- 
rious, but  her  complaint  was  attended  with  lucid 
intervals.  Witness  was  not  prepared  to  say  that 
laudanum  would  produce  libidinousness — a  small 
dose  would  produce  excitement — a  large  one 
stupor. 

Mr.  Denman  for  the  defence,  attempted  to  show 
that  Miss  Dalton  must  have  construed  the  wish 
to  render  medical  assistance  into  nothing  else 
than  love,  and  the  application  of  the  necessary 
medicines  for  tjie  correction  of  a  natural  dis- 
order into  the  administering  of  philters  and  the 
force  of  mighty  magic.  He  showed  how  dan- 
gerous it  was  to  allow  the  child  to  be  separated 
at  so  perilous  an  age  from  her  natural  protectors, 
and  attributed  the  madness  of  the  girl  to  the  im- 
petuous current  of  her  passions. 

The  Judge  summed  up  the  evidence,  and 
quickly  laid  before  the  jury  the  several  iniquities 
which  there  had  been  such  abundant  proof.     He 
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particularly  dwelt  upon  the  example  to  a  wife 
and  children  in  the  complicated  baseness  of  Ship- 
man's  conduct  to  an  helpless  and  unprotected 
female. 

The  Jury  returned  a  verdict  of — Guilty,  and 
the  Judge  immediately  passed  sentence  to  the 
delight  of  the  whole  court.  The  unnatural  villain 
was  adjudged  to  pay  a  fine  of  100/.,  and  to  be 
imprisoned  for  twelve  calendar  months. 


Melancholy  Case  of  Seduction,  and  attempted  Assas- 
sination. 

The  history  of  Mr.  Henry  Stent's  wrongs  and 
sufferings — excited  by  the  elopement  of  his  wife 
with  a  man  whom  he  had  ever  treated  as  his  pri- 
vate friend — and  of  the  murderous  deed  on  which 
the  injured  husband  resolved,  to  avenge  his  inju- 
ries, furnishes  a  most  appalling  commentary  on 
the  dreadful  effects  produced  by  the  abuse  of 
friendship,  and  the  violation  of  the  sacred  duties 
of  wedded  life.  The  wretched  woman  who  de- 
serted her  home,  parents,  and  friends,  for  the 
guilty  intercourse  of  a  villain,  was  most  com- 
fortably situated  in  life,  and  blessed  with  an  af- 
fectionate and  indulgent  husband.  The  heart- 
less seducer  was  a  man  somewhat  advanced 
in  years,  also  married,  and  the  father  of  a  large 
family.  The  complicated  events  arising  out  of 
this  melancholy  tale,  might  almost  be  mistaken 
for  the  romantic  ravings  of  a  German  poet,  did 
not  the  notoriety  of  the  circumstances  place  them 
beyond  all  shadow  of  doubt,  and  prove  them 
"  not  only  possible,  but  true."  Well  might  the 
guilty  sufferer  exclaim — 

Oh,  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave, 

When  lirst  we  practice  to  deceive! 

Mr.  Stent  was  a  respectable  butcher,  residing 
at  Pimlico,  and  at  the  time  of  the  seduction  of 
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his  wife,  was  about  twenty-eight  years  old ;  his 
wife  twenty-six,  and  they  had  been  married  about 
seven  years.  They  had  lived  in  the  greatest  har- 
mony and  comfort,  Stent  himself  being  of  a  re- 
markably mild  and  tranquil  disposition,  singu- 
larly partial  to  his  wife,  and  if  guilty  of  any  error 
towards  her,  it  was  in  an  excess  of  fondness. 

The  miscreant  whose  diabolical  machinations 
destroyed  their  peace  for  ever,  was  a  fellow 
named  Sweeting,  who  resided  in  the  adjoining 
house,  and  was  upon  terms  of  family  intimacy 
with  them,  frequently  visiting,  and  receiving  the 
visits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stent.  By  what  means 
he  first  acquired  an  influence  over  the  mind  of 
his  wretched  victim  does  not  appear,  but  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  specimen  of  the  arts  which  he  used  to 
complete  his  triumph  over  her,  and  to  induce  her 
entirely  to  desert  the  man  whose  confidence  she 
had  already  abused. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  elopement,  Mrs. 
Stent  had  been  afflicted  with   an   indisposition 
which  rendered  country  air  desirable.     She  was 
in  consequence   sent  down  to  the  house  of  an 
uncle  of  her  husband,  a  farmer  within  three  miles 
of  Uxbridge.     While  in  tfrs  situation,   she  was 
repeatedly  visited  by    Sweeting,  both  publicly 
and  privately,    and  from  thence  he  endeavoured 
by  every  possible   argument   to  induce   her  to 
elope,  urging  his  i'licit  passion  with  unceasing 
violence.      Still,  however,  the  unhappy  woman 
resisted  his  importunities.     Whether  he  had  at 
that  time  accomplished  her  seduction,  does  not 
appear,  but  in  order  to  work  upon  her  mind,  and 
to  incline  her  to  place  a  more  implicit  belief  in  the 
strength   of    his    unnatural   affection,    he    went 
through  the  farce  of  hanging  himself  to  a  tree  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  if  in  despair  at  her  cruelty. 
From  this  perilous  situation  he  took  especial  care 
to  be  providentially  relieved ;  and  he  was  still 
bent  upon  an  imaginary  death,  and  pretended  to 
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quench  the  flame  by  which  he  was  devoured  in 
the  canal ;  but  here,  too,  he  contrived  to  be  res- 
cued from  the  crime  of  self-destruction. 

These  feats  were  performed  anonymously ;  he 
would  not  disclose  his  name,  or  the  cause  of  his 
contempt  of  life ;  but  he  took  care  that  Mrs. 
Stent  should  not  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  or- 
deal through  which  he  had  passed ;  and  at  length 
the  poor  woman  became  so  alarmed  by  these  oc- 
currences that  she  returned  to  town.  In  a  few 
days  afterwards  she  fled  from  her  husband;  and  her 
fate  remained  involved  in  obscurity,  except  that 
it  was  suspected  Sweeting  was  the  partner  of  her 
flight,  as  he  had  disappeared  from  his  home  about 
the  same  time. 

Sweeting  had  four  children  living,  and  his  wife 
was  far  advanced  in  pregnancy  with  a  fifth.  On 
the  evening  previous  to  the  morning  fixed  on  for 
the  elopement,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stent  were  invited 
to  meet  a  party  at  Sweetimg's  house,  who,  after 
tea,  engaged  Stent  in  a  game  of  cards,  while 
his  wife  returned  home,  packed  up  all  the  move- 
ables on  which  she  could  lay  her  hands,  clothes, 
plate,  and  money,  and  removed  them  to  another 
place.  After  she  had  accomplished  this  object, 
she  returned  and  finished  the  evening  in  the 
most  convivial  manner.  The  next  morning  she 
eloped. 

About  three  weeks  after,  Sweeting  returned  to 
his  wife  in  the  dead  of  night,  and  demanded  what 
money  she  had  in  her  possession.  She  denied 
that  she  had  any;  but  he  persisted  that  she  had, 
and  insisted  upon  having  it.  The  poor  woman 
urged  the  proximity  of  her  confinement,  and  the 
calls  of  her  other  children.  He  was,  however, 
deaf  to  these  arguments ;  he  shut  the  door,  and 
with  dreadful  threats  forced  her  to  strip  herself, 
and  from  her  stays  ripped  sixty  pounds,  with 
which  he  went  off.     His  unhappy  wife  was  soon 
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afterwards   seized  with  the  pains  of  child-birth, 
and  was  delivered. 

The  agonies  of  her  mind  on  this  occasion  ex- 
ceeded those  of  her  body  ;  and  Nature  gave  way 
to  the  full  tide  of  misery  which  had  burst  upon 
her;  she  became  raving  mad!  Her  neighbour 
Stent  was  sent  for,  to  assist  in  clothing  her  in  a 
straight  waistcoat,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards  she 
died  in  his  arms!  Her  death  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  her  helpless  infant.  Thus  did 
vice  triumph  over  the  happiness  of  an  innocent 
family !  The  death  of  the  mother  and  infant  was 
succeeded  by  the  death  of  another  child.  What- 
ever property  remained  was  soon  dissipated  in 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  funerals,  and 
the  support  of  the  surviving  children,  who  were 
subsequently  removed  to  the  workhouse,  where 
they  remained  a  burthen  to  the  parish. 

What  were  the  sensations  of  the  guilty  father 
when  this  heart-rending  tale  reached  his  ears,  it 
is  impossible  to  say;  but  if  a  shadow  of  feeling 
remained  in  his  bosom,  his  misery  could  not  be 
less  than  his  crime ;  nor  could  Mrs.  Stent,  who 
was  the  partner  in  his  flight  and  the  participator 
in  his  infamy,  be  less  exposed  to  the  horrors  of 
remorse. 

The  guilty  woman,  and  her  infamous  paramour, 
fled  to  France,  from  whence  it  appears  they  re- 
turned to  England  very  soon  afterwards,  and  then 
sailed  to  America.  The  unnatural  bonds  of 
licentious  attachment  have,  however,  but  a  very 
weak  hold,  either  of  the  slaves  or  the  victims  of  its 
lawless  influence,  and  Mrs.  Stent  found  full  soon 
that  she  was  fated  to  add  to  the  list  of  dupes  and 
outcasts.  In  a  foreign  country,  far  removed  from 
the  reach  of  help,  cut  off  by  her  own  act  from 
protector  or  friend,  she  fatally  felt  the  extent  of 
her  crimes,  and  consequent  degradation.  The 
brute  who  had  seduced  her  from   home,   from 
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husband,  and  from  fame,  treated  her  as  the 
wretch  he  had  made  her,  while  to  the  poignancy 
of  her  bodily  sufferings  were  superadded  the 
mental  torments  produced  by  a  despairing  con- 
sciousness of  guilt. 

At  length  remorse,  mingled  perhaps  with  some- 
what of  real  penitence,  induced  the  wretched 
woman  to  think  of  returning  home,  to  throw  her- 
self at  the  feet  of  her  injured  husband,  and  to 
make  some  atonement  by  her  future  conduct  for 
the  deep  and  irreparable  injuries  she  had  com- 
mitted. Her  sated  seducer  gladly  availed  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  of  getting  rid  of  the  de- 
graded being  who  had  now  become  a  burden  to 
him,  and  readily  agreed  to  her  return;  first  ex- 
torting from  her  a  promise  that  she  would  for 
ever  conceal  the  circumstance  of  his  being  the 
partner  of  her  flight,  and  fiercely  threatening,  that 
if  she  ever  disclosed  the  fact,  he  would  return 
and  cut  her  throat. 

The  ship  in  which  she  took  her  passage  to 
England  encountered  severe  storms  and  perils 
on  the  voyage,  but  Providence  was  pleased  to 
save  the  miserable  woman  from  a  watery  grave, 
to  endure  sufferings  a  thousand  times  more  ap- 
palling than,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things,  sur- 
round the  bed  of  death  itself,  or  even  haunt  the 
culprit  who  pays  the  forfeit  of  his  life  to  the  vio- 
lated laws  of  society. 

On  her  arrival  at  Liverpool,  she  took  the  stage 
to  London;  and  being  set  down  at  the  Saracen's 
Head  Inn,  Snow-hill,  retired  to  a  room,  from 
whence,  in  the  wild  phrenzy  of  conscious  guilt 
and  hopeless  despair,  she  addressed  the  follow- 
ing letter  to  her  injured  husband: — 

"August  5,   1819. 

"Henry, — You,  no  doubt,  will  be  offended  at 

my  writing  to  you,  one  that  I  have  used  so  ill ; 

but,  believe  me,  I  have  considered  of  my  crime, 

and  will  repent,  if  possible.     Oh,  Henry  !  1  have 

3  Y2 


532  CASE    OF    MK.   AND    MRS.   STENT. 

suffered  more  than  I  can  tell  you  in  crossing  the 
seas  ;  there  was  nothing  but  storms  and  trouble., 
and  the  ship  was  lost.  But  you,  perhaps,  already 
know  that  I  have  put  my  trust  in  God  for  safety 
in  crossing  them  again,  and  have  got  safe  to  Eng- 
land once  more,  to  throw  myself  at  your  feet,  and 
implore  your  pity,  if  you  cannot  pardon  me ;  but 
oh !  for  one  moment  consider  before  my  doom  is 
fixed.  Indeed,  I  am  penitent,  and  sorry  for  my 
sins,  and  hope  you  will  hear  my  prayer  for  mercy, 
as  well  as  that  God  which  I  have  offended.  But 
if  my  story  was  told  by  any  other  than  me,  you 
would  see  what  a  villain  he  was.  If  you  find  you 
cannot  forgive — but  oh !  that  thought  makes  me 
tremble— do  not  let  my  dear  father  and  mother 
know  you  have  heard  of  me,  for  that  would  bring 
their  trouble  afresh  to  their  minds,  (that  is,  if 
their  lives  are  spared),  and  I  hope  I  have  not  got 
that  to  answer  for. 

"All  I  wish  is,  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my 
days  in  obscurity,  or  in  the  workhouse,  if  you 
think  proper,  or  in  any  other  place ;  do  not  de- 
sert me,  for  God's  sake,  do  not.  I  have  come 
from  America,  landed  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
at  night  left  Liverpool ;  and  this  morning  got  to 
the  Saracen  s  Head,  where  I  shall  await  your  an- 
swer with  the  greatest  distress.  If  you  please 
to  let  me  have  some  of  the  clothes  I  left,  as  I 
have  not  a  gown  to  wear.  Oh!  Henry,  think 
well  before  you  say  what  shall  be  my  fate;  only 
ask  your  own  heart.  Do  not  tell  any  body  that 
you  know  of  my  being  in  England,  but  think 
what  a  journey  for  a  lone  woman  to  take.  I  do 
not  know  when  you  will  get  this,  but,  if  you  can, 
let  me  know  to-night  what  is  to  be  my  lot.  In- 
deed, I  will  be  content,  on  bread  and  water,  if  I 
can  but  obtain  your  forgiveness.  Oh !  Henry, 
be  not  deaf  to  my  prayers;  I  know  it  is  a  crime, 
I  have  often  heard  you  say  you  never  would  for- 
give; only  write  to  say  you  will  pardon  me,  and 
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do  what  you  like  after;  but  do  not  let  any  of  my 
friends  know  that  I  have  wrote  to  you — grant 
me  that  request,  if  you  cannot  grant  any  more. 
Let  me  know,  for  I  had  only  21.  5s-  to  bring  me 
to  London. 

"  One  o'clock.  "  Maria  Stent." 

The  frightful  part  of  our  tale  now  advances; 
and  who  shall  account  for  the  errors  of  man's 
imperfect  nature,  when  all  its  "milk  of  human 
kindness"  is  "  turned  to  gall,"  by  the  cold-blooded 
baseness  of  the  supposed  private  friend  ;  by  the 
deliberate  whoredom  of  the  wife  of  his  bosom; 
by  the  lascivious  abandonment  of  her,  who,  hav- 
ing vowed  to  "  love,  to  honour,  and  obey,"  has 
participated  in  the  joys  of  his  youth,  in  the 
anxieties  of  his  manhood — and  then,  betraying  the 
partner  of  her  vows,  and  her  loyalty  to  the  mar- 
riage bed,  coolly  and  deliberately  throws  herself 
into  the  arms  of  a  villain  ? 

Stent  had  felt,  and  deeply  felt,  the  wound 
that  had  been  inflicted  on  him,  the  effects  of 
which  still  burned  and  rankled  even  in  his  very 
heart's  core.  He  had  felt  the  desolation  of  his 
domestic  fire- side ;  he  had  known  the  want  of  the 
anxious  attendant,  in  those  moments  of  worldly 
care  from  which  no  human  being  is  exempt;  he 
had  vainly  sought  for  repose  upon  his  "  widowed 
bed  of  fire,"  and  had  felt  a  mockery  of  his  mis- 
fortunes in  the  domestic  mementos  of  his  former 
happy  days.  He  had  witnessed,  too,  the  death- 
bed of  the  wife  of  the  seducer  of  his  wife,  and  he 
had  seen  the  helplessness  of  infants,  deserted  by 
their  natural  protector,  struggling  in  the  last  ago- 
nies of  mortal  disease,  or  stretching  out  their 
little  hands  in  supplication  for  food,  while  their 
unnatural  parent  was  squandering  in  licentious- 
ness that  which  should  have  placed  them  out  of 
the  reach  of  want.     With  folded  arms  and  qui- 
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vering  lips,  how  oft  had  he  paced  the  streets  at 
midnight,  ruminating  on  his  injuries,  and  impc- 
tently  panting  for  the  power  of  vengeance. 

Twelve  months  of  familiarity  with  wretched- 
ness had  at  length  somewhat  closed,  if  it  had  not 
effectually  seared  the  wounds  by  which  his  soul 
had  been  pierced,  when,  in  a  moment  unexpected 
and  unannounced,  the  prime  agent  of  all  his  suf- 
ferings was  as  it  were  at  his  feet,  and  full  and 
ample  means  of  vengeance  within  his  grasp. 
Common  feeling  cannot  but  shudder  at  the  dread- 
ful resolve  upon  which,  in  desperation,  and  im- 
pelled by  a  full  sense  of  all  his  injuries,  he 
rushed;  but  let  us  rather  yearn  in  pity  over  the 
man  who  is  tried  as  he  had  been  tried,  than  look 
to  the  culprit  who  avenged  his  wrongs  as  he 
avenged  them.  Christian  charity  must  induce  us 
to  conclude  that  the  intellect  had  given  way  be- 
fore the  rolling  torrent  of  injury  by  which  it  had 
been  assailed,  and  that  the  hand  was  but  the  in- 
voluntary agent  of  a  deed  on  which  an  incompe- 
tent mind  had  resolved. 

In  the  dreadful  state  of  mind  here  described, 
he  hurried  to  the  inn  from  whence  his  wretched 
wife  had  despatched  the  letter  which  had  newiy 
lighted  up  the  smothering  embers  of  his  fury; 
was  shown  into  the  room  wherein  she  was  sitting, 
and  instantly  commenced  a  fierce  and  bloody 
attack  upon  the  person  of  the  profligate  woman. 
Fortunately,  her  screams  of  terror  and  cries  for 
mercy  were  heard  by  the  attendants,  and  several 
individuals  rushed  into  the  room  time  enough  to 
save  her  life,  although  she  was  dreadfully  cut 
and  mangled  in  the  bloody  encounter. 

The  fury  of  the  unhappy  man  evaporated  with 
the  knowledge  of  his  having  punished  the  offender 
against  the  honour  of  his  bed  and  his  peace  of 
mind;  he  calmly  surrendered  himself  into  the 
hands  of  justice,  and  was  conveyed,   without  a 
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struggle,  to  the  Giltspur-street  Counter,  from 
whence  he  immediately  despatched  the  following- 
letter  to  his  sister. 

"  Dear  Eliza, — I  have  been  at  the  Saracen's- 
Head,  and  seen  Maria,  and  from  what  has  passed 
between  us,  I  am  now  in  Giltspur-street  Compter, 
I  must  leave  it  to  you  to  break  the  matter  in  the 
best  way  you  can  to  our  dear  father  and  mother. 

"  Henry  Stent." 

On  the  other  side  was  written,  "  I  have  stabbed 
her,  but  would  not  put  that  on  the  other  side  for 
fear  of  shocking  you  too  suddenly.     It  is  of  no 
use  to  come  to-night,  as  you  cannot  be  admitted 
but  shall  be  glad  to  sec    some  of  you   in    the 


morning." 


The  next  morning  he  was  brought  up  be- 
fore the  sitting  magistrate  at  Guildhall  for  exa- 
mination, and  the  following  particulars  of  the 
dreadful  affair  were  given  in  evidence,  together 
with  the  affecting  details  of  the  conduct  of  his 
suffering  and  repentant  wife. 

Previously  to  the  arrival  of  the  Magistrate,  a 
messenger  had  been  despatched  from  the  office 
to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  to  learn  the  state 
of  the  wife,  and  whether  she  was  able  to  make 
her  deposition  ;  to  this  inquiry  the  following  note 
was  returned : — 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  Mrs.  Stent  has  passed 
a  good  night,  and  is  better  this  morning,  but  can- 
not be  considered  out  of  danger  at  present.  As 
rest  is  a  principal  object  in  the  treatment  of  her 
case,  it  would  be  better  to  defer  her  examination. 

"  There  is  no  immediate  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended. tt  E  BenwelLj  House-Surgeon. 

"  Bartholomew's-hospital. 
Aug.  0,  1  o'clock." 

The  prisoner  was  then  placed  at  the  bar ;  he 
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was  respectably  dressed  in  black,  with  a  white 
waistcoat,  and  appeared  perfectly  cool  and  col- 
lected, but  without  any  appearance  of  impudence 
or  bravado, 

The  first  witness  called  was  Tliomas  Pithouse, 
waiter  at  the  Saracen's-head,  who  stated,  that  the 
woman  came  to  the  inn  by  their  Liverpool  coach, 
between  10  and  11  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning, 
had  breakfast,  and  desired  to  be  furnished  with 
paper,  &c.  to  write  a  letter  :  she  wrote  one,  which 
was  sent  by  a  porter  to  Pimlico :  she  remained 
within  doors  the  remainder  of  the  day ;  and  about 
half-past  six  in  the  afternoon,  after  she  had  had  her 
tea,  the  prisoner  arrived,  and  on  inquiring  for 
Mrs.  Stent,  was  shown  into  the  room  to  her ; 
there  were  no  other  persons  in  the  room  but  them- 
selves. Shortly  after,  he  (the  witness)  being  in 
the  passage  leading  to  the  back  yard,  heard  a 
violent  shriek,  and  immediately  a  second ;  and  be- 
fore he  and  his  fellow  servant  could  get  to  the 
room  door,  a  third  ;  they  both  rushed  into  the 
room  ;  his  fellow  servant  was  first,  who  imme- 
diately cried  out,  "Thomas,  the  man  has  got  a 
knife ;"  the  woman  at  the  same  time  cried  out, 
"  Oh,  he  will  kill  me P 

His  companion  then  made  a  snatch  to  get  the 
knife,  but  missed  his  hold  ;  the  man  then  altered 
the  direction  of  the  knife,  and  grasping  it  full  in 
his  hand,  stabbed  the  woman  with  great  violence 
in  the  throat.  He  then  said,  "  I  have  accom- 
plished my  purpose ;  I  wish  for  nothing  but  to 
suffer;  I  know  I  shall  suffer."  The  wife  replied, 
"  Yes,  you  have,  Henry,  and  I  freely  forgive 
you ;  come  and  kiss  me."  The  prisoner  then 
knelt  down  and  kissed  her  twice,  which  she  re- 
turned, saying,  "  I  hope  the  law  will  not  take 
hold  of  you ;  you  are  the  best  of  husbands,  and  I 
am  the  very  worst  of  wives,  and  1  hope  my  fate 
will  be  a  warning  to  all  bad  wives/'  She  was 
then  taken  on  a  shutter  to  the  hospital,  and  in  her 
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way  thither  she  was  continually  calling  on  her 
dear  Henry,  wishing  him  to  kiss  her,  and  begging 
him  to  give  her  his  hand;  one  of  the  persons 
attending  took  hold  of  her  extended  hand,  which 
she  then  closed  most  affectionately,  saying,  "  God 
bless  you !  I  shall  now  die  happy !"  mistaking 
the  stranger's  hand  for  that  of  her  husband. 

At  this  part  of  the  evidence,  which  was  given 
with  much  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  witness,  the 
prisoner's  fortitude  seemed  to  be  quitting  him,  his 
lip  quivered,  the  big  tear  stood  in  his  eye,  and 
his  whole  countenance  evinced  that  he  was  greatly 
agitated  and  affected  ;  but  after  a  short  interval 
he  recovered  his  composure. 

Thomas  Turner,   the  porter,   said  he  was   the 
first  person  in  the  room ;  he  saw  the  wife  on  her 
back  on  the  floor,  and  the  man  kneeling  on  her 
stomach ;  on  his  coming  in,  the  man  rose  up,  and 
perceiving  he  had  a  knife,  he  (the  witness)  drew 
back,  and  before  he  could  get  to  the  prisoner  to 
seize  him,  he  stabbed  the  woman  in  the  neck,  as 
described  by  Pithouse ;  he  then  said,  "  Don't  be 
alarmed,  I  will  not  hurt  any  of  you;  I  have  ac- 
complished my  purpose :"  he  then  let  the  knife 
drop'  from  his  hand.    On  the  witness  observing  to 
him,   what  a  rash  man  he  was  to  commit  such  a 
deed,  and  that  he  had  signed  his  own  death-war- 
rant, the  prisoner  replied,  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied ;  she  had  been  a  base  woman  ;  on  which  his 
wife  said,  "  Indeed  I  have,   I  freely  forgive  you, 
and  hope  no  harm  will  como  to  you."    This  wit- 
ness also  corroborated  Pithouse's  account  of  the 
affecting  scene  that  subsequently  took  place  be- 
tween the  husband  and  wife,  and   the  expression 
of  penitence  and  affection  used  by  the  latter  while 
being  conveyed  to  the  hospital. 

Hodson,  an  assistant  in  Giltspur-street  Comp- 
ter,  was   sent  for  to  take  the  prisoner.     On  his 
entering  the  room,  Stent  immediately  said,   "  I 
am  the  man,  '  and  surrendered   himself  without 
Vol.  V.  3  Z 


538  CASE    OF    MR.    AND    MRS.  STENT. 

making  the  smallest  resistance.  On  searching 
him  there  were  found  only  a  few  shillings,  part 
of  a  razor-case,  which  he  had  used  as  a  sheath  for 
the  knife  while  in  his  pocket,  and  the  letter  he 
had  received  from  his  wite  in  the  morning. 

Hodson  also  produced  the  knife  with  which  the 
bloody  deed  was  committed;  it  was  one  of  the 
common  sticking-knives  for  killing  calves,  and 
it  was  covered  with  blood  up  to  the  hilt;  the 
point  and  the  edge  appeared  turned,  as  if  it  had 
struck  against  a  bone;  the  woman  having  been 
stabbed  in  the  side  and  stomach  before  the  wit- 
ness got  into  the  room. 

This  being  the  whole  of  the  evidence  at  that 
time  to  be  produced,  the  prisoner  was  asked  if  he 
wished  to  say  any  thing  for  himself,  on  which  he 
bowed  respectfully  to  the  Alderman,  and  simply 
replied,  "  No,  Sir.''  He  was  then  remanded  till 
the  following  Monday,  and  was  conveyed  back 
to  the  Compter  in  a  coach,  accompanied  by  his 
brother  and  his  cousin. 

The  inquirers  at  St.  Bartholomew's-hospital 
the  following  day  were  informed,  that  Mrs.  Stent 
had  passed  another  good  night,  and  that  she  was, 
upon  the  whole,  much  better.  Thus  it  would 
appear,  that  from  the  first  she  was  likely  to  re- 
cover the  effects  of  the  wounds  of  the  body,  how- 
ever painful  might  be  those  of  the  mind.  She  was 
visited  hy  her  sisters  and  other  members  of  her 
family,  who  felt  it  a  duty,  whatever  had  been  her 
failings,  to  offer  her  the  consolations  of  affection 
in  her  melancholy  situation.  She  had  received 
five  stabs  :  one  on  her  arm,  another  on  her  hand, 
a  third  on  her  breast,  a  fourth  on  the  right  side, 
and  a  fifth  in  her  neck.  That  in  the  right  side 
was  considered  the  most  dangerous. 

Mr.  Stent  remained  resigned  to  his  fate.  He 
said  he  anticipated  death ;  and,  indeed,  would 
welcome  it  as  a  relief  from  the  misery  he  had  felt 
ever  since  his  wife's  desertion.    He  was  surprised 
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ojj  heating  that  he  had  inflicted  more  than  one 
wound,  and  said  he  was  only  conscious  of  having 
given  one  stab.  His  friends  endeavoured  to  con- 
sole him ;  but  he  said  he  needed  not  consolation, 
as  his  mind  was  perfectly  easy ;  he  still  seemed 
to  feel  an  affection  for  his  wife,  and  hoped  that  if 
she  was  to  die  she  might  not  linger  in  pain.  The 
crime  of  which  she  had  been  guilty,  he  said,  was 
one  that  he  could  not  forgive ;  and  the  love  he 
bore  her  rendered  it  the  more  agonizing  to  his 
feelings.  The  unhappy  man  seemed  painfully 
alive  to  his  dishonour,  and  to  the  ingratitude  with 
which  he  had  been  treated. 

On  the  9th  of  August,  the  day  to  which  he  had 
been  remanded,  he  was  brought  before  the  sitting 
magistrate  at  Guildhall  for  a  second  examination, 
aud  on  his  being  placed  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Paine, 
the  clerk  to  the  magistrates,  observed,  that  no 
further  proceedings  could  be  had  against  the  pri- 
soner till  it  was  ascertained  whether  his  wife  was 
out  of  danger,  as  in  that  case  the  mode  of  com- 
mittal would  be  different  from  what  it  would 
otherwise  be  in  case  of  her  death.  He  then  read 
the  following  certificate  of  her  present  condi- 
tion : — 

"  Mrs.  Stent  continued  to  improve  till  towards 
yesterday  morning,  when  she  had  an  attack  of 
inflammation  of  the  lungs,  from  which,  however, 
she  is  now  recovering.  She  cannot  be  examined 
for  the  present. 

"  H.  Bf.vwell,  House-Surgeon. 

"  St.  Bartholomew  s  Hospital, 
Aug.  9,  1819." 

Mr.  Alderman  Waithman  inquired  if  there  was 
any  additional  evidence  to  be  produced. 

Mr.  Paine  said,  it  might  be  necessary  to  have 
the  testimony  of  another  of  the  waiters  at  the  Sa- 
r  icon's  Head,  George  King,  the  person  who  wit- 
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nessed  Mrs.  Stent's  arrival  there,  and  first  at- 
tended upon  her ;  as  also  that  of  the  Surgeon,  to 
state  the  nature  of  the  wounds  she  had  received. 
Her  friends,  he  understood,  had  seen  her,  and  he 
suggested  that  probably  they  were  in  attendance; 
but  upon  their  being  called  no  one  appeared. 

The  Alderman  then  informed  the  prisoner,  that 
he  would  be  remanded  to  the  ensuing  Wednes- 
day, when,  if  he  thought  proper,  he  might  be  as- 
sisted by  his  solicitor  or  counsel ;  to  which  Stent 
replied,  that  he  believed  that  would  not  be  neces- 
sary but  at  the  trial.  He  then  bowed  respect- 
fully to  the  magistrate,  and  retired  from  the  bar. 

A  few  minutes  after,  it  was  notified  to  the  Al- 
derman, that  the  father  of  Mrs.  Stent  was  in  Court, 
and,  upon  being  introduced  to  the  magistrate,  he 
expressed  his  sorrow  at  the  shocking  occurrence 
that  had  taken  place :  he  had  no  wish  to  pursue 
the  husband,  but  his  daughter,  he  supposed,  must 
be  bound  over.  He  had  seen  her  that  morning, 
and  found  her  considerably  better ;  she  was  quite 
calm  in  her  mind,  and  expressed  her  hopes  that 
no  harm  would  come  to  her  husband.  He  was 
then  informed  that  Stent  was  remanded  to  Wed- 
nesday, and  withdrew. 

An  immense  crowd  was  assembled  in  the  Guild- 
hall-yard, all  eager  to  get  a  sight  of  the  prisoner, 
but  no  symptoms  of  indignation  were  indicated 
towards  him  either  at  his  arrival  or  on  his  return. 
The  prisoner  conducted  himself  with  the  utmost 
composure. 

On  Wednesday  the  examination  was  resumed, 
and  on  Stent's  being  placed  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Paine, 
the  clerk,  said,  he  had  caused  the  necessary  in- 
quiry to  be  made  at  St.  Bartholomew's-hospital, 
and  had  received  a  certificate  of  the  situation  of 
Mrs.  Stent's  health,  which  he  read  as  follows : — 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  Mrs.  Stent  is  improv- 
ing fast.     The  wounds  are  nearly  healed,  and  I 
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have  no  doubt  but  that  in  a  few  days  I  shall  be 
able  to  pronounce  her  out  of  danger. 

"  H.  Benwell,  House  Surgeon. 

"  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Aug.  11." 

Under  these  circumstances,  he  conceived  it 
would  be  necessary  to  remand  the  prisoner  until 
the  wife  was  in  a  condition  to  attend  at  the  office, 
and  give  her  deposition  ;  in  the  interim  the  chain 
of  evidence  might  be  rendered  more  complete,  by 
the  examination  of  the  other  waiter,  and  the 
porter,  who  carried  the  letter  to  the  post,  whom 
he  had  desired  to  attend. 

George  King,  a  waiter  at  the  Saracen's  Head, 
was  then  examined.  He  stated,  that  he  attended 
Mrs.  Stent  on  her  arrival  at  the  inn,  showed  her 
into  a  back-room  usually  appropriated  to  pas- 
sengers, where  she  ordered  breakfast  and  a  sheet 
of  paper  to  write  a  letter ;  she  did  so,  and  desired 
him  to  send  the  porter  to  take  it  to  the  post :  he 
complied  with  her  directions,  and  nothing  further 
occurred  till  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Stent,  at  abo.ut 
half  an  hour  past  six.  Witness  was  the  first  per- 
son that  saw  him ;  he  inquired  if  there  was  not  a 
young  woman  there  who  came  by  the  coach  from 
Liverpool  ?  Witness  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
and  showed  him  into  the  room  to  her :  there  was 
no  one  else  in  the  room  but  herself.  On  his  open- 
ing the  door,  Mrs.  Stent,  who  was  sitting  in  a  far 
part  of  the  room,  immediately  rose  from  her  seat, 
and  came  to  meet  her  husband.  Witness  heard 
nothing  that  passed  then,  for  he  shut  the  door  di- 
rectly and  retired.  He  then  proceeded  to  state, 
that  he  heard  the  shrieks  in  common  with  his  fel- 
low servants,  and  ran  to  give  assistance.  He  saw 
no  blow  struck,  but  observed  the  bloody  knife 
lying  on  the  floor.  He  also  corroborated  the  other 
witnesses  in  their  account  of  the  expressions  of 
self  accusation  which  fell  from   Mrs.  Stent.     He 
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left  the  parties  in  care  of  his  fellow-servants,  and 
went  to  the  Compter  for  an  officer. 

The  porter  who  took  the  letter  was  in  attend- 
ance ;  King,  said,  all  that  he  knew  was,  that  he 
took  the  letter  from  Mrs.  Stent,  who  asked  him  if 
lie  thought  it  would  be  delivered  that  night. 
I  Mr.  Alderman  Rothwell,  addressing  the  pri- 
soner, said,  "  My  poor  man,  I  feel  your  unhappy 
situation  exceedingly,  and  in  order  to  prevent  your 
feelings  from  being  harrassed,  as  they  must  be, 
by  being  thus  frequently  brought  up,  I  shall  re- 
mand you  to  Saturday,  by  which  time,  probably, 
your  wife  will  be  well  enough  to  attend,  and  make 
her  deposition,  and  this  unfortunate  and  distress- 
ing affair,  as  far  as  the  magistrate  is  concerned, 
be  finally  closed." 

The  prisoner  maintained  his  usual  composure 
throughout;  but  his  brother,  who  stood  near  him, 
was  greatly  affected,  and  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Alderman's  address,  burst  into  a  violent 
flood  of  tears. 

Such  general  interest  had  this  unhappy  affair 
excited,  that  a  considerable  crowd  was  assembled 
in  the  Guildhall-yard  before  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning;  the  justice-room  was  filled  with  persons 
of  respectability,  and  the  outer  doors  of  the 
office  were  obliged  to  be  kept  shut  during  the 
examination,  to  prevent  further  inconvenience. 
The  prisoner  was  conveyed  from  and  to  the 
Compter  in  a  coach,  accompanied  by  his  brother 
and  his  cousin. 

An  immense  concourse  of  persons  assembled 
on  the  Saturday,  to  which  day  the  further  exa- 
mination of  the  melancholy  affair  had  been  ad- 
journed, in  front  of  the  Justice-room,  Guildhall, 
in  expectation  that  Mrs.  Stent  would  be  brought 
up  to  give  her  evidence  against  her  husband. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Alderman  Rothwell,  however, 
a  certificate    was    received   from    Mr.  Benwell, 
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House  Surgeon  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
from  whence  it  appeared,  that  although  Mrs. 
Stent  was  in  a  state  of  convalescence,  yet  that, 
from  the  state  of  her  body,  the  agitation  which 
would  naturally  result  from  her  appearing  in 
public  might  be  productive  of  injurious  conse- 
quences. Under  these  circumstances  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  delay  the  final  examination 
a  few  days  longer,  and  the  prisoner  was  not 
brought  up. 

Both  Mrs.  Stent  and  her  father  declared  their 
intention  not  to  prosecute.  This,  however,  could 
make  no  difference  as  to  the  course  of  justice  ; 
for  the  king  would  become  the  prosecutor,  and 
the  evidence  of  Mrs.  Stent  might  be  altogether 
dispensed  with.  As,  however,  from  the  fact  of 
the  prisoner  having  been  in  the  room  with  his 
wife  ten  minutes  before  an  alarm  was  given,  a 
doubt  might  arise  as  to  the  cause  of  the  assault, 
which  might  operate  favourably  for  the  prisoner. 
The  magistrate  was  bound  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  offence,  and  it  was  indispensable  that  Mr. 
Stent  should,  at  all  events  be  committed  for 
trial. 

Mrs.  Stent  being  at  length  pronounced  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  be  able  to  appear  in  public 
and  give  her  evidence,  the  final  examination  took 
place  at  Guildhall,  on  Wednesday,  the  18th  of 
August. 

It  being  generally  known  that  Stent  was  to 
undergo  his  final  examination,  and  that  his  wife 
was  sufficiently  recovered  from  her  wounds  to  be 
able  to  attend  and  give  her  deposition,  a  great 
concourse  of  people  was  collected  together  in  the 
Guildhall-yard,  as  early  as  ten  o'clock  in  the 
moraing,  and  before  eleven  all  the  avenues  to  the 
justice-room  were  so  completely  stopped  up  as  to 
render  it  very  difficult  for  the  officers  in  attend- 
ance to  open  a  passage  lor  the  admittance  of 
those  whose  presence    was   required.     The  office 
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itself  was  crowded  to  excess  with  persons  of  re- 
spectability of  both  sexes,  immediately  after  the 
doors  were  opened. 

Mrs.  Stent,  accompanied  by  her  father  an-d 
sister,  arrived  in  a  coach  from  the  hospital,  about 
a  quarter  before  11  o'clock,  and  were  permitted 
to  remain  in  the  magistrate's  parlour  till  their  pre- 
sence was  required.  Her  appearance  was  by  no 
means  interesting ;  she  was  short  of  stature,  had 
light  blue  eyes,  small  nose,  and  fair  complexion. 
She  looked  remarkably  pale,  and  was  more  an- 
noyed than  fatigued  by  the  curiosity  of  the  sur- 
rounding spectators ;  her  voice  and  manners  were 
remarkably  mild  and  fascinating. 

The  prisoner,  Stent,  was  conveyed  from  the 
Compter  in  a  coach,  in  custody  of  Hirdsfield 
the  officer,  accompanied  by  his  cousin  and  Mr. 
Bryant,  a  friend  of  the  family,  and  alighted  at  the 
office  exactly  at  12  o'clock.  The  sitting  magis- 
trate, Alderman  J.  J.  Smith,  arrived  only  a  few 
minutes  before  him. 

Henry  Benwell,  Esq.,  the  House-Surgeon  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  was  then  examined. 
He  stated,  that  Maria  Stent  was  brought  to  the 
hospital  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  Thursday  the  5th  of  August  inst. ;  he 
saw  her  directly ;  she  was  very  faint  and  cold, 
but  perfectly  sensible.  On  examining  her,  he 
found  she  had  received  several  wounds;  there 
were  three  on  her  neck  and  right  breast,  one  on 
her  right  arm,  one  on  her  right  side,  and  one  on 
her  left  thumb.  One  wound  on  the  neck  had 
penetrated  the  windpipe,  and  that  on  the  side  had 
penetrated  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  ;  from  this 
last  mentioned  wound  she  bled  most  profusely. 
This  wound,  and  that  which  had  injured  the  wind- 
pipe, were  the  most  serious ;  the  others  were 
small  and  of  little  consequence.  He  at  first  appre- 
hended considerable  danger ;  Mrs.  Stent,  how- 
ever, continued    getting  better  till  the   Sunday 
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morning  following,  when  he  was  called  up  at  seven 
o'clock,  in  consequence  of  an  attack  of  inflamma- 
tion on  his  patient's  lungs ;  from  this,  however, 
she  had  now  recovered  :  the  wounds  were  not  yet 
perfectly  healed,  but  he  considered  her  now  out  of 
danger.  He  had  not  seen  the  knife  with  which 
the  stabs  were  given,  but  from  all  appearances 
they  must  have  been  made  by  a  sharp  instrument. 

The  depositions  of  Thomas  Turner,  the  porter, 
George  King  and  Thomas  Pithouse,  waiters  at  the 
Saracen's  Head-inn,  were  severally  read  over, 
signed,  and  sworn  to,  and  the  parties  bound  over 
in  recognizances  of  40/.  each  to  attend  and  give 
evidence  on  the  trial. 

Mrs.  Stent  was  then  introduced,  and  accommo- 
dated with  a  chair  at  the  desk  near  to  the  Alder- 
man. She  was  dressed  in  a  blue  spotted  cotton 
gown,  with  a  shawl  over  her  shoulders,  and  wore 
a  black  poke  bonnet,  nearly  concealing  her  face ; 
from  this  circumstance,  and  her  continually  hold- 
ing her  head  down,  very  few  of  the  spectators 
were  gratified  by  a  view  of  her  countenance. 

Alderman  Smith  addressed  her  with  great  feel- 
ing, and  informed  her  it  was  necessary  she  should 
be  sworn.  She  replied  mildly,  but  firmly,  "Very 
well,  Sir."  The  oath  was  then  administered. 
She  then  stated,  in  answer  to  the  different  ques- 
tions put  by  the  Alderman,  that  she  was  the  wife 
of  the  prisoner ;  that  she  arrived  in  London  from 
Liverpool  on  the  day  in  question ;  that  she  wrote 
a  letter  to  her  husband,  and  that  he  came  to  her 
at  the  Saracen's  Head  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  In  answer  to  the  question,  "  What 
happened  after  her  husband  arrived,"  she  replied 
very  distinctly,  that  she  was  so  agitated  on  seeing 
her  husband  that  she  could  recollect  nothing  after 
she  saw  him,  till  she  found  herself  undressed  in 
the  hospital.  In  giving  this  evidence,  she  was 
particularly  guarded  in  not  saying  too  much, 
making  no  extraneous  observations,  but  confining 
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her  answers  strictly  to  the  questions,  and  fre- 
quently giving  them  in  a  single  word  ;  as,  when 
asked  how  she  found  herself  when  she  came  to 
her  recollection,  she  replied,  "  Wounded."  When 
asked,  "  Where  ?"  she  said,  "  Principally  in  the 
neck."  She  persisted,  when  re-questioned,  that 
she  had  no  recollection  of  any  thing  that  passed 
in  the  interview  with  her  husband. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smith,  addressing  Mr.  Beecher, 
Mrs.  Stent's  father,  said,  much  as  he  might  regret 
the  circumstances,  a  serious  crime  had  been  com- 
mitted ;  and  it  was  necessary  some  person  should 
be  bound  over  to  prosecute.  Mrs.  Stent,  being 
a  married  woman,  could  not;  the  nearest  rela- 
tion was  the  party  generally  looked  to  ;  and  as 
he  stood  in  that  relation,  he  wished  to  know 
if  he  was  willing  to  be  so  bound  over.  Mr. 
Beecher  replied,  if  it  was  necessary,  he  was 
very  sorry  for  it;  it  was  a  most  unfortunate  busi- 
ness, and  he  had  no  wish  to  pursue  the  husband. 
Mrs.  Stent,  bursting  into  tears,  laid  her  hand  on 
her  father's  arm,  and  said  in  a  most  beseeching- 
tone,   "  Don't  you,  father." 

Mr.  Harmer,  to  whom  the  father  seemed  to 
look  for  advice,  said,  "You  have  your  option." 
On  which  Mrs.  Stent  said  still  more  earnestly, 
*  Then,  don't  you,  father."  On  which  Mr. 
Beecher  declined  to  be  bound  over,  and  Hirds- 
field,  the  officer,  who  took  the  prisoner  into  cus- 
tody, was  then  bound  over  as  the  prosecutor. 

Mr.  Beecher  was  then  asked  by  the  magistrate, 
if  he  would  enter  into  recognizance  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  his  daughter;  he  replied,  he  would 
be  answerable  for  her  forthcoming. 

Mrs.  Stent  was  permitted  to  withdraw  into 
the  parlour  with  her  father  and  sister.  Shortly 
after,  Mr.  Harmer  brought  a  request  from  her  to 
the  Alderman,  to  be  permitted  to  see  her  husband 
for  a  few  minutes  before  he  was  sent  back. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smith  said,  he  could  not  refuse 
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such  a  request  only  on  account  of  the  agitation  it 
would  occasion  to  both  of  them.  Mrs.  Stent 
again  begged,  for  God's  sake,  to  let  her  speak  to 
him  for  a  minute.  The  magistrate  said,  it  was 
painful  to  deny  her,  but  he  thought  it  would  be 
too  much  for  the  feelings  of  both  of  them;  but 
she  should  have  permission  to  visit  him  at  the 
Compter,  with  which  she  appeared  more  content, 
and  shortly  afterwards  returned  in  a  coach  to  the 
Hospital. 

The  Alderman  addressing  the  prisoner  told 
him,  it  was  the  opinion  of  his  solicitor,  that  he 
should  not  say  any  thing  in  his  defence  at  pre- 
sent. The  magistrate  had  every  regard  to  his 
feelings  in  the  painful  situation  he  was  placed, 
but  he  must  be  commited  for  trial.  His  wish, 
however,  to  remain  in  the  Compter,  until  the  ses- 
sions commenced,  should  be  complied  with.  The 
prisoner  then  bowed  respectfully,  and  was  re- 
moved from  the  bar. 

During  the  whole  of  this  painful  examination, 
the  prisoner  maintained  his  usual  composure, 
which  was  not  in  the  least  altered  on  the  appear- 
ance of  his  wife.  The  only  period  at  which  he 
showed  any  agitation  was  during  the  reading  of 
that  part  of  Pithouse's  evidence,  where  he  de- 
scribed the  affecting  conduct  of  Mrs.  Stent  while 
being  carried  to  the  hospital.  The  prisoner  had 
been  much  affected  at  the  time  this  evidence  was 
given  originally.  He  expressed  no  further  resent- 
ment against  his  wife,  but  desired  never  to  speak 
to  her  or  see  her  again,  and  wished  the  officer  to 
let  him  stand  down  while  she  was  present,  that 
he  might  not  be  forced  to  see  her. 

Although  very  strongly  urged  and  recom- 
mended by  her  friends  to  delay  her  interview 
with  her  husband,  until  they  were  each  recovered 
from  the  agitation  of  the  long  and  affecting  final 
examination,  such  was  the  anxiety  of  Mrs.  Stent 
to  see  him,   that  she   would  not  be  persuaded  to 
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defer  her  visit,  but  would  stop  at  the  Compter  on 
her  return  from  the  Justice-room  to  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's-hospital. 

Mr.  Teague,  the  Governor  of  the  Compter, 
having  no  intimation  of  her  visit,  was  from  home 
at  the  time,  and  Mrs.  Stent  was  obliged  to  wait 
patiently  in  his  apartments  till  his  return,  as  none 
of  the  officers  felt  themselves  warranted  to  allow 
of  the  interview  without  his  permission.  On  his 
return,  at  four  o'clock,  he  readily  complied  with 
her  request,  but  with  the  condition  that  the  inter- 
view took  place  in  his  presence,  and  that  her  hus- 
band consented  to  the  meeting.  Mr.  Stent  was 
accordingly  informed  of  his  wife's  desire  to  see 
him,  and  replied  he  had  no  objection,  but  wished 
that  some  friends  he  had  with  him  should  also  be 
present.  Mr.  Teague  then  showed  Mrs.  Stent 
and  her  sister  into  the  Committe-room,  where  her 
husband  and  his  friends  were  also  immediately 
introduced. 

On  his  entrance  she  seized  his  hand,  kissed  him 
very  affectionately,  and  inquired,  with  great  ap- 
parent eagerness,  after  his  health,  and  how  he 
had  borne  his  confinement.  He  replied  to  her  with 
kindness  and  affability,  but  seemed  carefully  to 
avoid  any  thing  like  the  appearance  of  returning 
affection.  The  struggle  with  himself  was  evi- 
dently great,  while  she  pressed  his  hand  and 
moistened  it  with  her  tears.  After  some  further 
conversation,  in  which  she  informed  him  she  had 
been  much  fatigued  in  the  hospital  by  the  kind- 
ness of  numerous  friends,  and  the  visits  of  other 
persons  from  curiosity,  and  that  she  meant  to  go 
home  to  her  father's,  she  asked  his  permission  to 
see  him  again ;  to  which  he  replied  he  had  no 
objection.  She  then  again  kissed  him  and  took 
her  leave. 

By  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning  she  was  at 
the  Compter,  and  again  saw  her  husband,  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Teague ;  the  interview  was  short, 
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and  at  her  departure  she  obtained  his  consent  to 
see  her  again.  At  neither  of  these  visits  did 
Mrs.  Stent  venture  the  slightest  allusion  to  her 
own  misconduct,  or  her  husband's  severity ;  she 
seemed  well  aware  that  he  still  remained  too 
much  irritated  against  her,  and  wished  to  accus- 
tom him  to  the  sight  of  her  without  resentment. 

Stent,  agreeably  to  his  own  request,  remained 
in  the  Giltspur-street  Compter,  in  the  interval 
between  his  commitment  and  trial,  where  he  con- 
ducted himself  with  the  greatest  propriety;  de- 
voting nearly  the  whole  of  his  time  to  reading 
and  devotional  exercises.  He,  however,  occasion- 
ally engaged  in  imparting  instruction  to  his  less- 
informed  companions  in  prison.  Upon  the  whole, 
although  his  firmness  never  forsook  him,  he 
maintained  a  dejected  spirit.  He  was  constantly 
visited  by  his  wife,  who  gradually  advanced  to  a 
perfect  state  of  convalescence ;  but  on  no  occa- 
sion whatever  did  he  evince  the  slightest  desire 
to  renew  his  confidence  with,  or  unbosom  his  feel- 
ings to  her;  in  fact,  he  occasionally  directed  that 
Mrs.  Stent  should  not  be  admitted  to  him. 

There  was,  however,  another  cause,  which 
seemed  to  actuate  the  mind  of  Stent;  and  he 
desponded  under  it  the  more,  as  one  of  those 
dreadful  results  of  his  wife's  infidelity.  His  father, 
an  aged  but  independent  man,  it  appears,  imme- 
diately after  the  lamentable  transaction  at  the 
Saracen's  Head,  undertook  the  management  of 
his  son's  affairs.  In  performing  these  duties,  the 
old  man  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  from  his  chaise 
and  dislocate  his  hip  so  dangerously,  that  morti- 
fication was  apprehended,  and  this  misfortune 
produced  a  kind  of  agony  in  the  mind  of  his  son. 

As  the  period  for  his  being  brought  to  trial  ad- 
vanced, some  benevolent  individuals  undertook 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  his  de- 
fence, and  on  the  17th  of  September,  1810,  he 
was  put  to  the  bar  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
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The  court  was  crowded  with  females.  A  Lon- 
don jury  having  been  called,  the  prisoner  was 
arraigned  upon  an  indictment,  charging  him  in 
the  usual  form  with  having  inflicted  divers 
wounds  upon  the  person  of  his  wife,  Maria,  on 
the  5th  of  August  last,  with  intent  to  kill  and 
murder  her,  or  to  do  her  some  grevious  bodily- 
harm.  He  pleaded,  Not  Guilty.  The  jury  was 
then  sworn.  There  was'no  counsel  for  the  prose- 
cution, and  Mr.  Justice  Best  called  Maria  Stent : 
the  wife  of  the  prisoner  stood  up  in  the  witness- 
box,  and  was  sworn.  She  was  plainly  dressed,  and 
wore  a  large  Leghorn  hat,  which  tended  much 
to  conceal  her  features :  she  seemed  to  be  greatly 
agitated. 

Mrs.  Stent  was  now  addressed  by  Mr.  Justice 
Best,  when  she  entreated  that  she  might  not  be 
called  on  to  give  evidence  against  the  best  of 
husbands. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
give  you  pain  ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  ask  you 
some  questions,  which  it  will  be  your  duty  to 
answer.     Is  your  name  Maria  Stent  ? — Yes. 

Is  the  prisoner  your  husband  ?  Look  at  him. 
(Here  the  witness  turned  towards  the  prisoner 
with  a  look  of  great  anguish.) — Yes. 

I  believe  you  separated  from  him  for  some 
time  ? — Yes. 

When  did  you  leave  him? — On  the  29th  of 
August,  1818. 

Where  did  you  go  to  ? — To  France. 

When  did  you  return  to  England  ? — I  returned 
to  London  in  August  1819,  from  Liverpool,  and 
went  to  the  Saracen's  Head. 

Where  did  the  prisoner  live  at  that  time  ? — At 
Pimlico. 

Did  you  send  any  letter  or  message  to  him  ? — 
[  sent  a  letter. 

In  the  course  of  that  day  did  you  see  your 
husband  ? — Yes. 
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Where  ? — At  the  Saracen's  Head. 
AVliat  time  of  the  day? — Between  seven  ana 
eight. 

As  you  recollect,  state  what  passed. — I  have 
no  recollection  of  what  passed. 
Did  any  thing  happen? — Ves. 

What  do  you  first  recollect  ? — Being  in  bed  at 
St.  Bartholomew's-hospital. 

What  was  the  matter  with  you? — I  was 
wounded. 

Where  were  you  wounded  ? — In  the  neck. 

Any  where  else  ?--Yes,  there  were  other  wounds. 

Have  you  any  recollection  of  the  prisoner's 
coming  into  the  room  to  you  at  the  Saracen's- 
head  ? — Yes. 

Who  came  in  with  him  ? — I  do  not  recollect. 

Were  you  alone  in  the  room  ? — -Yes. 

Before  you  went  into  the  room,  had  you  any 
wound? — No. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Alley. — Your  feelings 
overpowered  you  when  you  saw  your  husband, 
and  you  have  not  the  least  recollection  of  what 
happened  afterwards  ? — Yes. 

You  said  you  did  not  wish  to  give  evidence 
against  the  prisoner,  because  he  was  the  best  of 
husbands  ? — Yes. 

How  long  were  you  away  from  him? — About 
twelve  months. 

(Here  the  witness  sat  down,  and  seemed  ex- 
tremely anxious  to  hide  herself  from  public  ob- 
servation.) 

The  evidence  of  King,  Pitlwuse,  and  Turner,  to 
the  effect  already  stated  in  the  examinations  be- 
fore the  magistrates,  was  then  given,  after  which, 
Mr.  Justice  Hest  informed  the  prisoner,  that  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  say  in  his  defence,  the  period 
had  now  arrived  for  so  doing.  The  prisoner  said 
he  would  leave  his  case  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
his  counsel. 

A  vast   number  of  witnesses  were  then  called 
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pn  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  all  of  whom  appeared 
to  be  persons  of  great  respectability.  They 
stated,  that  they  had  known  him  for  many  years, 
and  had  always  believed  him  to  be  a  kind-hearted, 
humane,  good-natured  man  as  any  in  existence, 
and  a  particularly  affectionate  and  indulgent  hus- 
band. It  was  impossible,  in  fact,  to  imagine  tes- 
timony more  favourable  than  was  given  by  these 
persons,  who  all  seemed  actuated  by  the  strongest 
sympathy  towards  the  prisoner. 

Mr.  Justice  Best  proceeded  to  sum  up  the  evi- 
dence. He  deeply  regretted  the  important  and 
painful  duty  which,  in  the  present  case,  devolved 
upon  himself  as  well  as  upon  the  jury;  painful, 
however,  as  that  duty  was,  he  felt  no  doubt  that 
they  would  discharge  it  in  a  proper  manner.  The 
learned  judge  then  explained  the  law  upon  the 
subject.  From  the  evidence  detailed,  and  which 
he  should  again  read  over  to  them,  no  doubt  could 
remain  on  the  mind  of  any  unprejudiced  person 
that  the  crime  charged  upon  the  prisoner  came 
within  the  provisions  of  that  most  excellent  act 
of  parliament  introduced  by  the  late  lamented 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's-bench,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  subject's  life.  Though  it  did  not 
appear  in  evidence  upon  the  present  occasion,  the 
fact,  however,  might  be  fairly  assumed,  that  Mrs. 
Stent,  the  unhappy  woman  who  appeared  before 
them  on  that  day,  had  forsaken  her  husband,  and 
by  proving  unfaithful  to  his  bed,  had  inflicted 
upon  him  the  most  poignant  anguish,  the  most 
acute  suffering,  that  a  man  devoted  to  a  wife 
could  possibly  endure.  This,  however,  could  by 
no  means  be  admitted  as  a  justification  of  his 
crime.  The  law  of  the  land  upon  this  subject 
proceeded  upon  the  same  principles  as  the  reli- 
gion of  the  country,  which  was  Christianity.  If 
a  husband  detected  his  wife  in  the  very  fact,  in 
flagrante  delicto,  as  it  were,  and  that  at  the  mo- 
ment he  plunged  some  deadly  weapon  into  her 
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bosom,  so  as  to  occasion  death,  it  would  not  be 
considered  murder.  The  law,  like  the  religiou  of 
the  country,  making  fair  allowance  for  the  frail- 
ties of  human  nature,  considered  the  husband, 
with  such  provocation  immediately  before  his 
eyes,  as  no  longer  under  the  guidance  of  reason, 
and  of  course  not  accountable  for  his  acts.  Here, 
however,  the  circumstances  were  quite  different. 
A  considerable  time  had  elapsed  since  the  elope- 
ment of  the  first  witness,  and  on  her  return  she 
manifested  those  symptoms  of  repentance — that 
appearance  of  returning  affection — which  might 
well  be  supposed  to  disarm  vengeance,  and  pre- 
vent that  ferocious  purpose  which  the  prisoner 
appeared  to  have  deliberately  contemplated. 
Even  while  her  blood  was  flowing  from  the 
wounds  he  had  inflicted,  she  still  entreated  him  to 
kiss  her,  and  in  that  kiss  conveyed  a  pardon  to  her 
assailant.  Under  circumstances  such  as  these, 
the  law  did  not  admit  of  the  same  excuse  as 
when  a  husband  detected  his  wife  in  the  very 
fact.  Sufficient  time  having  been  given  for  cool 
reflection  on  one  side,  and  for  repentance  on  the 
other,  the  law,  proceeding  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  benign  religion  which  it  imitated,  did  not 
allow  vengeance  to  be  inflicted  with  impunity. 
After  some  further  observations,  which  the  learned 
judge  delivered  with  great  talent  and  feeling,  he 
summed  up  the  evidence  at  length. 

The  Jury  then  retired,  and  after  consulting  for 
about  half  an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdict  of 
guilty,  but  recommended  the  prisoner  strongly  to 
mercy,  on  account  of  his  good  character. 

Mr.  Justice  Best. — The  recommendation  shall 
certainly  be  forwarded. 

A  petition,  most  numerously  and  respectably 
signed,  was  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  on 
behalf  of  Stent,  who,  in  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, was  graciously  pleased  to  commute 
the  sentence  of  death  for  two  years'  imprisonment. 
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Murder  and  Cannibalism. 

The  existence  of  anthropophagi,  or  man-eaters, 
has  in  many  instances  been  disputed,  and  in  some 
flatly  denied;  but,  revolting  as  is  the  custom,  and 
pitiable  as  are  the  people  among  whom  the  prac- 
tice prevails,  there  are  instances  upon  record  to 
which  it  would  be  scepticism  itself  to  refuse  cre- 
dence (supported  as  they  are  by  the  most  re- 
spectable authorities),  and  we  have  here  to  present 
the  particulars  of  a  most  decided  instance  of  can- 
nibalism, which  were  developed  in  the  trial  of  a 
captured  negro  slave,  in  the  British  settlement 
at  Sierre  Leone,  before  the  chief  justice  of  the 
colony  and  a  jury  of  residents,  the  foreman  of 
which  was  a  white  man,  the  others  coloured  men 
of  the  settlement. 

The  trial  took  place  in  July,  1819,  when  Pet, 
a  captured  and  liberated  negro,  was  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Zongobia,  another  captured  negro, 
at  Charlotte-town,  in  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
on  the  5th  of  January,  by  severing  his  head  from 
his  body  with  a  sharp  instrument  made  of  a  piece 
of  iron  hoop. 

Previously  to  the  commencement  of  this  trial, 
much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  procuring 
adequate  means  of  interpretation  between  the 
court  and  prisoner ;  and,  at  length,  when  a  per- 
son was  found  capable  of  conversing  with  the 
prisoner  in  his  language,  a  second  interpreter 
was  required  to  render  the  bad  English  of  this 
first  interpreter  intelligible. 

The  first  object  of  the  interpretation  was,  to 
inform  the  prisoner  of  his  arraignment,  and  to  in- 
struct him  how  to  plead;  which  being  accom- 
plished, an  endeavour  Mas  made  to  apprise  him 
of  his  right  to  challenge  the  jurors,  and  of  the 
proper  mode  of  exercising  that  right ;  but  upon 
the  first  option  of  challenge  being  put  to  him,  in 
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swearing  the  foreman  of  the  jury,  an  answer  was 
returned,  which  threw  the  whole  court  into  an 
involuntary  burst  of  laughter,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  produced  a  strong  and  universal  sensation 
of  horror.  When  the  prisoner  was  told  to  look 
upon  that  man,  and  say  if  he  liked  to  be  tried  by 
him,  the  answer  as  interpreted,  given  in  a  tone  of 
astonishment  by  the  English  interpreter,  was — 
"  He  say,  he  like  him  too  much;  if  he  catch  him, 
he  eat  hi?n."  After  this  answer,  it  was  thought 
best,  in  tenderness  to  the  prisoner,  to  go  through 
the  remaining  forms,  without  any  further  refer- 
ence to  him. 

The  particulars  of  this  horrid  transaction,  as 
detailed  in  evidence,  were  as  follows ; 

Hyena,  an  inferior  overseer  of  captured  negroes, 
at  Charlotte-town,  employed  to  superintend  the 
deceased  and  his  countrymen,  because  he  could 
speak  their  language,  having  missed  the  deceased, 
Zongobia,  at  ration  time,  reported  his  absence  to 
his  superior,  who  ordered  search  to  be  made  in 
the  bush.  Shortly  after,  he  saw  a  man  coming 
out  of  the  bush  with  a  canvass  bag,  which  he  at- 
tempted to  shift  away,  as  if  to  put  it  out  of  sight. 
He  immediately  questioned  the  man,  whom  he 
found  to  be  one  Quia  Pei,  of  Zongobia's  nation, 
and  insisted  on  seeing  the  bag  and  its  contents. 
The  man  reluctantly  opened  the  bag,  which  he 
said  contained  some  meat:  on  inspection,  he  dis 
covered  pieces  of  human  flesh.  The  man,  Quia 
Pei,  was  immediately  secured,  but  he  died  in 
prison  while  awaiting  his  trial. 

William  Ashf or  d,  principal  native  superintendent 
at  Charlotte-town,  stated,  that  on  being  informed 
by  the  last  witness  that  Zongobia  was  missed,  he 
had  given  orders  to  search  for  him;  shortly  after 
he  was  informed  of  the  detention  of  Quia  Pei,  and 
came  to  the  place  where  he  saw  the  bag  and  its 
contents;  there  was  part  of  a  human  hand,  with 
the  thumb,   a  piece   ol   the  shoulder,  and  lower 
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part  of  the  neck,  and  some  of  the  intestines.  Quia 
Pei,  he  understood,  avowed  the  killing  of  the  man 
Zongobia,  and  implicated  the  prisoner  Pei  as  his 
accomplice  in  the  act. 

John  Ouseley  Kearney,  Esq.,  a  magistrate,  was 
resident  at  Bathurst-town.  In  the  month  of 
January  last,  he  was  sent  for  to  inquire  into  the 
particulars  of  the  horrid  transaction  now  before 
the  court.  The  bag,  containing  the  mutilated  re- 
mains already  described,  was  shown  to  him. 
Quia  Pei,  upon  whom  it  was  found,  confessed  the 
act,  and  alleged  that  the  prisoner  Pei  first  sug- 
gested it  to  him,  saying,  the  deceased  was  fat, 
and  good  to  eat ;  both  together  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity of  surprising  the  deceased  as  he  was  stoop- 
ing down  in  the  brook  searching  for  crabs ;  the 
prisoner  caught  the  arms  of  the  deceased  behind 
his  back,  and  held  him  while  Quia  Pei  threw  him 
over:  he  struggled  hard.  They  were  obliged 
first  to  cut  off  his  hand,  and  afterwards  they  cut 
off  his  head  :  they  then  proceeded  to  the  horrid 
process  of  cooking  and  eating  the  flesh,  and  in  this 
abominable  repast  it  was  understood  that  others 
also  assisted.  This  statement  was  given  freely 
and  voluntarily  by  Quia  Pei,  the  man  who  had 
since  died'in  prison:  the  prisoner,  Pei,  also  con- 
fessed, but  slowly  and  reluctantly,  and  not  till 
the  other  repeatedly  accused  him  and  remon- 
strated with  him  on  the  inutility  of  his  denial. 

Mr.  Kearney  made  Quia  Pei  and  the  prisoner 
take  him  to  the  place  where  the  dreadful  deed  was 
perpetrated,  and  show  him  the  further  remains 
of  the  deceased.  He  saw  the  place  where  the 
fire  was  made,  and  the  bones  that  had  been  left, 
some  of  them  bearing  the  marks  of  such  perse- 
vering voracity,  that  a  thigh-bone  had  been  broken 
for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the  marrow  :  the 
head,  with  the  tongue  and  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
had  been  left  entire  and  buried.  He  caused 
them  to  be  taken  up :  the  face  was  recognised  as 
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Zongobia's.  The  reason  given  for  the  distinction 
with  respect  to  the  head  and  its  contents  was, 
that  eating  any  part  of  the  head  was  supposed,  in 
the  country  of  these  cannibals,  to  cause  madness. 
They  were  called  the  Manni,  or  Maniani,  and 
were  notorious  for  this  practice,  for  which  they 
were  despised  by  all  their  neighbours.  On  Mr. 
Kearney's  asking  whether  there  was  any  quarrel 
or  any  enmity  towards  the  deceased,  he  was 
told  there  was  not ;  and  upon  some  expression 
of  surprise  that  so  great  an  atrocity  should  be 
perpetrated  without  any  provocation,  or  motive,  it 
was  thought,  sufficient  to  explain  it  by  the  same 
motives  which  induced  Mr.  Kearney  to  kill  a  fat 
sheep.  Quia  Pei  said,  the  cause  of  his  having  been 
sold  as  a  slave  was,  that  he  had  killed  and  eaten 
so  may  men  as  to  render  him  formidable  to  the 
king  of  his  country  and  to  the  head  men,  who 
made  a  palaver  for  him,  and  had  him  condemned 
and  sold. 

The  substance  of  Mr.  Kearney's  testimony  was 
interpreted  to  the  prisoner,  and  he  was  asked 
whether  he  wished  to  put  any  questions.  He  did 
not  ask  any  question,  but  denied  having  partici- 
pated in  the  murder,  that  he  had  ever  confessed 
it :  he  was  near  the  place,  with  his  knife  and 
pot,  and  was  called  to  the  feast  after  the  man 
had  been  killed.  In  reference  to  the  charge  of 
holding  the  hands  of  Zongobia  behind  his  back, 
he  asked  whether  a  person  of  his  own  slight  frame 
was  capable  of  such  an  exertion?  With  reference 
to  the  charge  of  having  pointed  out  Zongobia  as 
a  fat  man  and  fit  to  be  killed,  he  denied  having 
given  any  such  suggestion,  or  having  had  any 
part  in  such  conversation  or  design  ;  he  knew, 
however,  that  Quia  Pei,  and  the  others  of  his 
country,  had  held  such  talk  on  board  the  ship  in 
which  they  came,  and  that  they  had  formed  a  de- 
sign accordingly,  for  the  opportunity  of  future 
execution. 
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After  this  special  denial  of  the  charge  by  the 
prisoner  in  all  its  most  material  parts,  it  was 
thought  desirable  by  the  Court  that  the  inter- 
preters of  the  original  examination  should  be 
called.  They  confirmed  the  defence  set  up  by 
the  prisoner,  namely,  that  he  had  never  made  any 
confession  of  being  concerned  in  the  murder  of 
the  deceased,  although  he  admitted  being  present 
at  the  eating  of  his  body,  having  been  acci- 
dentally passing  by  at  the  time  the  deceased  Quia 
Pei  and  others  were  enjoying  the  banquet,  of 
which  they  invited  him  to  partake. 

The  Chief  Justice  in  summing  up  the  evidence 
observed,   that  a   most   barbarous   murder    had 
been    committed,     accompanied    with    circum- 
stances the  most  humiliating  to  human  nature, 
in  the  undeniable  proofs  of  a  practice  which  was 
scarcely  reconcileable  to  human  possibility.     He 
owned  his  first  impression,  on  hearing  this  horrid 
transaction,  in  a  way  that  compelled  him  to  be- 
lieve the  fact,  was,  despair  of  effecting  any  moral 
improvement,  or  of  making  any  progress  in  civi- 
lization, upon  minds  so  lost  and  sunk  in  the  lowest 
extreme  of  savage  debasement ;  but,  upon  more 
mature  reflection,  he  saw  in  it  only  a  more  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  depravity  of  human  nature, 
when  abandoned  to  itself,  and  destitute  of  social 
culture,   and   of  religious    instruction.     This  re- 
flection was  the  more  impressive,  because  it  was 
matter  of  undeniable  record  in  history,  that  the 
ancestors  of  the  most  civilized  nations  of  Europe, 
even  of  Britons  themselves,  now  the  foremost  in 
every   social   affection  as    well   as  in   all  moral 
virtue  and  in  pure  religion,  were  in  the  general 
habit  of  offering  human  victims  to  their  monstrous 
conceptions    of    the    Supreme    Being;    instead, 
therefore,  of  deserting  as  hopeless  and  disgusting 
•he  design  of  rescuing  these  rude  savages  from 
me  depths  of  barbarism  in  which  they  were  sunk, 
this  remembrance  ought  to  fill  us  at  once  with 
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humility  and  with  confidence  ;  and  to  incite  to  a 
perseverance  in  the  present  exertions,  till  those 
who  are  now  so  abject  should  be  made  in  all 
things  equal  to  ourselves. 

In  order  fairly  to  discharge  their  duty  in  de- 
termining according  to  the  evidence,  whether  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar  was  guilty  or  not  guilty  of  the 
murder,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  the  Jury  to 
dismiss  all  extraneous  impressions,  arising  na- 
turally, and  almost  necessarily,  from  the  common 
relations  of  the  horrid  transaction,  and  from  the 
conversation  respecting  it.  They  should  exclude 
from  their  minds  all  foreign  matters,  even  to  the 
expression  uttered  by  the  prisoner,  with  respect 
to  the  foreman  of  the  Jury,  when  apprised  of  his 
right  of  challenge — an  expression  which  filled 
the  Court  at  once  with  an  involuntary  burst  of 
laughter,  succeeded  immediately  by  a  more  ap- 
propriate sensation  of  horror.  The  prisoner,  it 
appeared,  was  implicated  in  the  charge  of  having 
participated  in  the  murder  by  one  Quia  Pei,  since 
dead,  who  had  been  caught  with  the  mangled 
fragments  of  a  human  body  upon  him,  concealed 
in  a  bag,  shortly  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
unfortunate  man  upon  whom  the  murder  had 
been  perpetrated,  named  Zongobia.  Quia  Pei, 
when  observed  and  interrogated  by  the  native 
overseer,  Hyena,  at  first  attempted  to  conceal  the 
bag,  and  then  said  simply,  the  contents  were 
pieces  of  meat;  it  was,  however,  ascertained  im- 
mediately by  the  thumb,  and  by  other  distinctive 
marks,  that  the  whole  was  human  flesh.  This 
discovery  furnished  proof  so  nearly  amounting  to 
full  conviction  against  Quia  Pei,  that  denial  could 
scarcely  have  been  of  any  avail ;  he  therefore,  it 
appeared,  confessed  the  act  freely  to  the  su- 
perintendent who  first  examined  him.  There 
might  have  been  some  inducement  in  the  words  of 
the  interpreter,  desiring  him  to  confess  in  order 
to  avoid   a  palaver,  which  he  might  have  under- 
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stood  either  as,  "  to  save  time  and  trouble;"  or 
as  "  to  secure  himself  from  mischief."  Quia  Pei 
avowed  himself  the  principal  perpetrator  of  the 
murder;  but  charged  the  prisoner  with  having 
suggested  it  to  him,  and  with  having  pointed  out 
the  deceased,  Zongobia,  as  a  fit  object  for  such  a 
design  ;  he  also  charged  the  prisoner  with  having 
participated  with  him  in  the  perpetration  of  the 
murder,  by  holding  the  hands  of  Zongobia  behind 
his  back,  while  he,  Quia  Pei,  threw  him  over, 
and  proceeded  to  disable  him  by  cutting  off  his 
hand ;  after  which  he  cut  his  throat  also,  and  se- 
vered his  head  from  his  body.  Quia  Pei  showed 
the  place  where  the  murder  was  perpetrated,  and 
where  the  head  was  buried,  which  was  recog- 
nised as  bearing  the  features  of  Zongobia.  The 
reason  given  for  sparing  the  head  in  the  horrid 
voracity  exercised  on  the  body,  was  a  belief  in 
Quia  Peis  nation  that  to  eat  the  human  head,  or 
any  part  of  it,  caused  madness.  The  bones  of 
the  body  were  found  in  a  shocking  condition, 
bare,  and  some  of  them  broken.  Quia  Pei  was  the 
leading  person  in  all  those  discoveries,  and  he 
alone  appeared  to  have  carried  off  the  mangled 
fragments;  for  it  did  not  appear  that  any  had 
been  found  upon  any  other.  Quia  Pei  was,  there- 
fore, in  every  respect  the  leading  actor  in  this 
atrocious  deed,  and  was  proved  to  be  so  by  un- 
deniable circumstances,  as  well  as  by  his  own 
confession.  That  confession  implicated  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar,  as  having  suggested  the  design 
originally,  and  as  having  also  assisted  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it ;  but  that  confession  was  not  evidence 
to  convict  the  prisoner,  unless  confirmed  by  the 
assent  of  the  prisoner  himself,  or  by  the  testimony 
of  other  witnesses,  or  by  concurring  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances of  corroboration.  Jt  was  understood, 
or  rather  supposed,  that  the  prisoner  had  assented 
in  the  examinations  ;  but  this  assent  the  prisoner 
denied,  and   denied  also  having  any  concern  in 
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the  murder.  After  this  derangement  of  the  train 
of  evidence  which,  it  was  understood,  was  to  lead 
to  the  conviction  of  the  prisoner,  the  court  felt 
considerable  embarrassment.  There  was  not  any 
collateral  or  corroborative  evidence,  nor  any 
matter  of  fact,  nor  circumstance  affecting  the 
prisoner.  If  the  court  and  the  jury  could  be 
satisfied  of  the  fact  of  previous  communication 
and  concert  in  the  design  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
soner, and  of  his  subsequent  presence  near  the 
place  where  the  murder  was  perpetrated,  so  as  to 
be  within  call,  and  to  have  joined  on  being  called, 
the  concurrence  would  be  sufficient  to  establish 
the  prisoner's  guilt.  But  the  answers  of  the  pri- 
soner conveyed  a  distinct  denial  of  his  having 
held  any  communication  respecting  the  murderous 
design,  previous  to  its  perpetration,  or  having 
known  of  it,  till  after  it  was  perpetrated,  when  he 
was  invited  to  join  in  the  horrid  feast  made  of 
the  body. 

It  would  be  for  the  jury  to  consider  whether 
the  circumstances  of  previous  communication  and 
subsequent  presence  near  the  spot  at  the  time 
when  the  murder  was  perpetrated,  and  junction 
with  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators,  upon  being 
called,  had  been  at  first  freely  admitted,  and 
afterwards  artfully  retracted  by  the  prisoner.  But 
considering  the  way  in  which  any  knowledge  that 
might  have  been  had  of  these  matters  was  ob- 
tained, it  would  probably  appear  too  slight  a 
foundation  for  pronouncing  the  prisoner  guilty. 

The  jury  retired,  and  after  an  absence  of  about 
half  an  hour,  returned  their  verdict — Guilty  of 
assisting. 

The  Chief  Justice  informed  them  that  this  ver- 
dict could  not  be  received;  the  indictment 
charged  the  prisoner,  not  as  assisting,  but  as  the 
actual  perpetrator  of  the  murder.  The  only 
verdict,   therefore,  that  the  jury  could  regularly 
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give,  or  that  the  court  could  receive,  was,  simply, 
one  of  guilty  or  of  not  guilty. 

The  jury  retired  again,  and  returned  in  less  than 
half  an  hour,  giving  their  verdict — Guilty. 

The  Chief  Justice  observed,  that  on  receiving 
this  verdict,  it  would  be  incumbent  on  him,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  his  duty,  forthwith  to  pass 
sentence  of  death  upon  the  prisoner,  in  one  of  the 
awful  forms  prescribed  by  law ;  but  the  same 
statute  which  enjoined  that  course  of  proceeding, 
gave  a  power  to  the  judge  to  postpone  the  judg- 
ment, if  he  should  see  sufficient  cause.  After  the 
opinion  that  he  (the  Chief  Justice)  had  expressed 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence,  he  would  act 
very  inconsistently  with  himself  if  he  did  not 
avail  himself  of  this  power:  he  therefore  post- 
poned the  judgment. 

A  statement  of  the  case,  with  the  evidence,  and 
a  copy  of  the  indictment,  was  accordingly  soon 
after  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor  for  the 
purpose  of  being  sent  to  England,  it  was  accord- 
ingly transmitted  by  his  Excellency  to  Earl 
Bathurst,  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  Department.  Earl  Bathurst, 
in  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  recommend  Pei  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  for  his  Ma- 
jesty's most  gracious  pardon.  The  pardon  was 
received,  and  the  prisoner  was,  in  consequence, 
liberated  without  delay. 
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Murder  of  Mr.  Jonx  Clarke,  by  his  Servant,  at 
the  instigation  of  his  Wife;  with  the  Trial,  Confes- 
sions,  and  Execution  of  the  Culprits. 

Perhaps  a  more  appalling  instance  of  human 
depravity,  involving  the  dreadful  fact  of  a  wife 
procuring  the  murder  of  her  husband,  after  a 
long  course  of  adultery  with  his  assassin,  is 
scarcely  to  be  found  upon  record  than  is  deve- 
loped in  the  following  tale. — At  the  Lent  Assizes 
for  the  county  of  Northampton,  on  the  8th  ot 
March,  1821,  Philip  Haynes  was  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  Mr.  John  Clarke,  of  Charwell-house, 
Charwelton,  Northamptonshire;  and  Mary  Clarke, 
widow  of  the  deceased,  was  also  put  to  the  bar, 
charged  in  the  indictment  with  being  an  acces- 
sary to  the  said  murder  before  the  fact. 

Mr.  Clarke,  (King's  Counsel)  opened  the  case 
for  the  prosecution,  which  he  briefly  stated  to  the 
Court  and  Jury  to  the  following  effect : 

The  indictment  charged  the  prisoner,  Philip 
Haynes,  with  the  murder  of  Mr.  John  Clarke, 
who  was  an  opulent  farmer,  residing  at  Charwell- 
house,  near  Charwelton,  in  this  county,  on  the 
1  Oth  of  February  last,  and  Mary  Clarke,  the  widow, 
with  being  an  accessary  before  the  fact  in  the  said 
murder,  she  having  excited  the  other  prisoner, 
Haynes,  to  commit  such  murder.  The  prisoner, 
Haynes,  for  more  than  a  year,  had  been  in  the 
service  of  Mr.  Clarke ; — having,  however,  left 
him,  he  went  to  Byfield,  which  was  about  two 
miles  from  Mr.  Clarke's,  where  he  resided  till  the 
murder  was  committed.  On  the  10th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
Mr.  Clarke  was  upon  a  hay-stack,  cutting  hay; 
whilst  he  was  there,  and  in  the  act  of  cutting,  he 
was  shot  at  from  the  barn,  which  was  distant  from 
the  hay-stack  seven  or  eight  feet,  and  struck  on 
(he  left  arm.  A  labourer  at  work  in  the  barn,  on 
hearing  the  discharge  of  the  gun,  immediately  ran 

\  C  2 
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out  and  met  his  master  walking  towards  the  house, 
and  bleeding;  this  person  observed  the  smoke  to 
meet  him,  and  to  be  between  the  barn  and  the 
hay-stack,  he  therefore  was  confident  that  the 
gun  must  have  been  fired  from  the  barn.  Surgica. 
aid  was  immediately  procured,  Mr.  Wildegoose, 
a  surgeon,  attended,  and  amputated  the  arm,  in 
the  hope  of  saving  Mr.  C.'s  life;  before  this  ope- 
ration was  performed,  Mr.  Clarke  made  his  will, 
and  in  two  days  afterwards  he  died.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  of  the  wound,  and  that  the  person, 
whoever  it  was  that  committed  it,  was  guilty  of 
murder.  Mr.  Clarke  had  strong  suspicions  of  the 
prisoner  Haynes. — His  life  had  been  attempted 
once  or  twice  before ;  at  one  time  a  rope  had  been 
put  across  the  highway ;  at  another  time  he  re- 
ceived a  blow  against  his  gate,  from  which,  how- 
ever, he  escaped.  In  consequence  of  the  sus- 
picions which  fell  upon  Haynes,  endeavours  were 
made  to  apprehend  him,  but  he  could  not  be 
found;  he  had  not  been  at  his  lodgings  for  a  fort- 
night before;  the  barn  was  searched,  and  in  a 
hole  in  the  straw,  capable  of  containing  more  than 
one  person,  a  gun,  a  wallet,  a  wooden  bottle,  a 
glass  bottle,  bread  and  bacon,  a  powder  flask,  a 
small  fustian  bag,  with  lead  and  shots  in  it,  were 
found.  Search  was  also  made  to  discover  from 
whence  the  gun  was  fired ;  the  rafters  of  the  barn 
were  observed  to  be  dirtied  and  scorched  with 
the  flash,  and  that  spot  commanded  the  hay-stack, 
from  which  it  was  distant  only  about  seven  feet. 
By  direction  of  Mr.  Canning,  the  executor  of  the 
deceased,  a  guard  was  placed  round  the  barn  on 
Sunday.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Canning  desired  a 
more  particular  examination  of  it  to  be  made,  and 
after  some  time,  the  prisoner  was  discovered,  co- 
vered over  with  barley  straw ;  he  was  of  course 
taken  and  searched,  and  upon  him  were  found  a 
pocket-book,  containing  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Clarke, 
neither  dated  nor  signed;  and  on  searching  his 
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lodgings,  afustism  coat  was  found  belonging  to  the 
prisoner,  a  piece  from  which  had  been  cut  out, 
and  comparing  that  with  the  bag  found  in  the 
barn,  it  appeared  to  correspond.  Also  a  quantity 
of  lead  recently  melted,  a  clasp  knife,  and  a  great 
number  of  letters  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mrs. 
Clarke.  An  active  magistrate  attended  the  de- 
ceased, and  took  his  deposition;  and  the  prisoner 
Haynes,  being  asked  to  give  an  account  where  he 
was  at  the  time  the  gun  was  fired,  refused  to 
give  any  account  of  himself.  Having  disappeared 
for  a  fortnight  before,  seems  to  have  been  done 
so  with  a  view  of  shewing  that  he  was  not  in  the 
way. 

With  respect  to  the  other  prisoner,  Mary  Clarke, 
there  were  a  great  number  of  letters  to  produce, 
to  shew  that  she  was  the  instigator; — that  she 
was  tired  of  her  husband — that  he  was  old — that 
the  general  outline  of  the  letters  was,  that  she 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  him,  to  enable  her  to  form  a 
connexion  with  the  prisoner  Haynes,  after  the 
death  of  her  husband.  In  one  of  these  letters  it 
would  be  found,  that  she  desired  Haynes  to  pro- 
cure a  quantity  of  laudanum  and  to  send  it  to  her. 
The  constant  theme  of  the  letters  would  be  found 
to  be  "do  him,  if  you  can."  Having  heard  the 
evidence,  the  Jury  would  have  to  consider,  first, 
whether  the  prisoner,  Haynes,  committed  the 
murder;  and  next,  whether  the  prisoner,  Mary 
Clarke,  incited  him  to  do  so. 

Witnesses  were  then  called  in  support  of  the 
prosecution. 

Anthony  Marriott. — I  am  a  labourer,  living  at 
Hellidon,  near  Charwell-house,  and  worked  as 
labourer  with  Mr.  Clarke,  at  his  decease.  I  saw 
him  on  Saturday,  the  10th  of  February,  against 
the  cow-house  door;  he  was  then  in  good  health, 
and  not  far  from  the  hay-rick.  I  went  into  the 
barn  to  thrash,  and  was  about  to  pull  my  clothes 
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off  to  begin,  when  I  heard  the  report  of  a  gun, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  come  from  without.  I 
opened  the  door  and  ran  out.  I  met  smoke 
coming  towards  me  from  the  west,  between  the 
barn  and  the  hay-rick.  I  perceived  my  poor 
master  with  his  left  hand  supported  by  his  right. 
He  was  groaning,  and  the  blood  running  very 
much.  I  laid  hold  of  him  and  led  him  to  the 
barn  door,  in  the  road  to  the  house.  When  we 
got  to  the  barn  door,  I  requested  him  to  stop,  and 
then  ran  to  look  over  the  wall,  but  could  not  see 
any  one.  I  returned  to  my  master,  who  was 
bleeding  very  much,  and  was  very  faint,  and  took 
him  to  the  house.  Mrs.  Clarke,  the  prisoner, 
met  me  in  the  yard  with  my  master,  and  said,  it 
was  no  more  than  she  expected,  times  and  often, 
on  account  of  stopping  up  the  road.  [Here  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Clarke  had  stopped  up  a  footway 
through  the  homestead.]  I  got  him  into  the 
house,  and  pulled  his  coat  off.  Mrs.  Clarke  as- 
sisted in  tying  up  his  arm.  She  then  ordered  me 
to  go  for  Mr.  Yeomans,  the  surgeon  of  Badby, 
distant  about  three  miles,  and  the  nearest  sur- 
geon. I  saw  my  master  two  or  three  times  be- 
fore his  death,  which  happened  on  the  following 
Tuesday  morning,  about  four  o'clock.  The  shot 
was  fired  about  half  past  three  in  the  afternoon  of 
Saturday.  When  I  went  into  the  barn,  I  found 
things  were  not  as  I  had  left  them.  I  found  some 
loose  barley  scattered.  I  had  swept  it  up  the 
night  before.  I  searched  the  barn  on  Monday 
morning  about  nine  o'clock,  and  turned  some 
loose  barley  back,  and  after  getting  down  a  good 
bit,  I  perceived  something  stir.  I  trod  on  his 
feet,  and  having  stirred  the  part  with  my  fork, 
some  one  said,  "  Be  civil,  and  I  will  get  up."  It 
was  the  prisoner.  I  pushed  the  fork  at  him,  and 
said,  "You  rascal,  I  have  a  good  mind  to  stab 
you — you  did  not  mind  killing  my  master."    We 
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then  tied  his  hands,  and  secured  him.  I  asked 
my  mistress,  on  Saturday,  whether  I  should  stop 
all  night.     She  said,  '  No,  there  Mas  plenty.' 

Robert  Wildgose,  Esq.,  of  Daventry,  formerly 
a  surgeon  in  the  army.    I  am  conversant  with  gun 
shot  wounds.    1  was  sent  for  to  attend  the  late  Mr. 
Clarke ;  saw  him  about  six  o'clock  on  the  Satur- 
day evening,  found  him  on  the  bed,  exhausted 
from  loss  of  blood  ;  examined  him,  and  found  the 
principal  wound  was  in  the  under  part  of  the 
elbow    joint ;  there  was  another  wound    higher 
up;  the  first  wound  was  so  large  that  I  could  put 
my  fingers  in;  it  had  then   stopped   bleeding;   I 
found  the  bone  so  much  injured  that  I  advised 
amputation;    we   waited    until   Mr.  Clarke    had 
settled  his  affairs  ;  he  made  his  will,  and  the  arm 
was  amputated  between  the  elbow  and  shoulder; 
we  then  examined  the  limb  taken  off  more  par- 
ticularly, and  found  two  loose  pieces  of  bone,  and 
some  shots  which  had  been  opposed  against  the 
bone  ;  we  also  found  the  principal  artery  had  been 
divided,  which  necessarily  occasioned  great  loss 
of  blood  ;  I  saw  him  the  next  morning,  and  again 
on   Monday ;  he  was  very  weak,   but   perfectly 
sensible  ;  I  thought  him  then  in  a  dangerous  state  ; 
I  remained  with  him  for  some  hours ;  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  wound  was  the  cause  of  his  death. 

The  evidence  of  T.  Waterfidd,  Esq.,  another 
surgeon,  was  to  the  same  effect. 

John  Plomer  Clarke,  Esq. — I  am  a  magistrate 
for  this  county,  and  went  to  the  house  of  the  de- 
ceased about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
12th  of  February  last;  he  was  then  very  weak, 
but  perfectly  collected  and  sensible,  and  ex- 
pressed his  apprehensions  that  he  should  not  re- 
cover. I  took  his  deposition  in  his  bed-chamber; 
his  words  were  faintly  spoken  ;  I  thought  it  bet- 
ter that  he  should  not  know  that  Haynes  was  in 
custody,    until    he  had  signed   the  deposition — 
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when  signed,  1  told  him  Haynes  had  been  taken ; 
and  on  expressing  his  wish  to  see  him,  I  ordered 
Haynes  into  the  bed-chamber.  Haynes  came  to 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  asked  deceased  with  great 
unconcern  how  he  did ;  the  deceased  looked  at 
him,  and  with  his  remaining  hand  pointing  to- 
wards him,  said,  "  You  bloody-minded  fellow, 
how  could  you  do  me  this  unkind  office?"  Haynes 
replied,  he  had  done  nothing,  and  knew  nothing 
about  it.  I  then  ordered  Haynes  out  of  the  room, 
as  the  old  man  was  much  agitated.  I  afterwards 
went  down  stairs ;  I  stated  to  Haynes  what  Mr. 
Clarke  had  said,  and  commented  on  his  unfeeling- 
manner,  in  the  course  of  which  I  mentioned  to 
him  something  about  his  conscience — he  said  he 
had  no  conscience.  I  asked  him  how  he  came  to 
be  in  the  barn ;  he  replied,  he  came  there  on  his 
own  private  business,  and  should  not  tell  me  or 
any  other  man  then,  but  probably  he  might  tell 
me  before  he  died. 

The  deposition  of  the  deceased  was  then  read, 
in  which  it  was  stated,  that  on  Saturday  evening- 
he  was  cutting  hay  from  the  rick  near  the  barn  ; 
that  a  gun  was  fired  at  him  from  the  barn,  which 
so  severely  wounded  him  in  the  arm,  that  it  was 
obliged  to  be  amputated — that  on  Sunday,  Mr. 
Canning  brought  in  a  wooden  bottle,  which  de- 
ceased knew  belonged  to  him ;  also,  some  bread 
and  cheese,  which  deceased  believed  to  be  of  the 
same  kind  as  they  were  then  consuming  in  the 
house ;  and  that  the  bit  of  linen  also  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Canning,  was  part  of  a  frock,  worn  by  his 
(deceased's)  little  girl. 

Mr.  Robt.  Canning. — I  went  with  Cockerill, 
Tubb,  and  others,  to  search  the  barn ;  I  got,  by 
means  of  a  ladder,  to  the  top  of  the  barley-mow, 
and  found  a  large  hole,  about  seven  feet  deep  and 
two  yards  wide,  in  the  barley,  by  the  side  of  the 
wall,  next  the  rick-yard,  and  on  the  side  next  the 
hay-rick;   I  called  Tubb,  and  told  him  to  go  down 
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into  the  hole  and  search  it;  I   then  called  up 
Lomas,    and  went  down  to  the  hay-rick ;    they 
produced,    in   a   short  time,  a  gun,   a  wallet,  a 
wooden  bottle,   and  a  glass  bottle ;  the  gun  ap- 
peared black  in  the  pan,  as  if  it  had  been  used ; 
I  took  them  from  Lomas  to  the  bed-side  of  Mr. 
Clarke ;  after  I  had  shewn  them  to  him,  I  took 
them  home,  locked  them  up,  and  went  to  the  ma- 
gistrate.    In  the  wallet  were  two  pieces  of  bread, 
one  piece  of  cheese,  and  a  piece  of  bacon;  also  a 
canvass  bag  or  purse,  in  which  was  a  tin  powder 
flask,  with  some  powder  in  it,  several  large  slugs, 
and  a  quantity  of  large  and  small  shot.     On  Sun- 
day evening  I  set  four  men  to  watch  the  barn  and 
premises,  sent  four  or  five  men  to  the  lodgings  of 
the  prisoner,  and  remained  on  the  premises  till 
nearly  twelve  on  Sunday  night.     The  next  morn- 
ing, I  ordered  Noon,  Marriott,  and  Samuel  Tubb, 
to  go  on  the  mow  and  turn  the  barley  over ;  they 
shortly  after  called  to  me;  when  I  came  I  looked 
on  the  mow  and  found  they  had  got  the  prisoner 
Haynes*,  I  went  up  the  ladder,  tied  a  cord  round 
his  arms,  and  sent  him  to  the  house.     I  observed 
the  eaves  of  the  barn  from  the  hay-stack,  where  I 
had  placed  myself,    and  directed    a  gun   to   be 
pointed  out  at  me  :  there  is  a  space  at  the  top  of 
the  mow  in  the  barn,  under  the  rafter,  at  which  a 
gun  might  be  put  out.     I  knelt  down  on  the  rick, 
as  if  cutting,  in  a  part  where  the  hay  had  been  re- 
cently cut,  there  was  blood  near  it ;  the  gun  com- 
manded me.     On  the  Monday  after  the  deceased 
was  shot,   on  going  into  the   house  I  met  Mrs. 
Clarke,  and  asked  her  how  she  did  ;  she  made  me 
no  answer;  I  said,  how  is  poor  Clarke;  she  said, 
"  I  don't  know,  I  have  not  seen  him." 

Mr.  John  Upton. — I  live  at  Badby,  I  searched 
Haynes  on  Monday,  and  found  the  pocket-book 
with  the  papers  in  it  now  produced,  they  have 
been  in  my  custody  ever  since;  the  five  pound 
forged  note  was  also  in  it ;  I  also  found  a  paper 
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with  some  marks  of  gunpowder  about  it,  a  can- 
vass purse,  with  keys  in  it  and  pocket  knives. 

Mr.  Richard  Cole. — I  am  one  of  the  constables 
of  Daventry ;  I  went  to  the  prisoner's  lodgings, 
and  found  there  a  quantity  of  letters  in  a  box ; 
found  also  the  bottle  of  laudanum  now  produced,  in 
a  box — we  found  on  the  shelf  in  the  kitchen,  a 
quantity  of  lead,  and  in  the  same  room  the  old  coat 
or  frock  now  produced.  I  observed  that  part  of 
one  of  the  pockets  had  been  cut  away.  I  com- 
pared the  pocket  that  had  been  cut  out,  with  the 
bag  produced  ;  it  is  my  opinion,  that  it  is  part  of 
the  pocket,  as  it  fits. 

Robert  Smith,  I  am  a  labourer,  and  worked 
with  Mr.  Clarke.  I  went  for  the  doctor;  whilst 
saddling  the  horse,  Mrs.  Clarke  came  to  me  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  accident;  she  said, 
when  I  was  mounting,  "  Don't  kill  the  horse," — 
when  I  came  back,  I  was  in  the  room  assisting 
the  surgeon.  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  in  the  kitchen,  I 
called  for  some  cloths,  for  Mr.  Clarke  was  vomit- 
ing ;  she  said,  "  there  were  cloths  enough,  and 
we  might  take  them."  There  were  none  in  the 
room,  and  she  did  not  come  up  stairs,  we  there- 
fore took  a  sheet  off  the  other  bed. 

Several  other  witnesses  were  examined,  whose 
testimony  tended  to  substantiate  in  the  most 
complete  manner  the  evidence  here  given  in  de- 
tail. On  the  letters  from  the  wretched  woman 
to  her  brutal  paramour  being  put  in,  a  fee- 
ble attempt  was  made  by  the  counsel  for  the 
defence  to  question  their  admissibility,  on  the 
ground  that  the  hand-writing  of  the  prisoner  had 
not  been  sufficiently  proved  ; — to  these  objections 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  were  about  to 
reply,  when  they  were  stopped  by  the  Judge, 
who  instantly  decided  that  the  letters  were  per- 
fectly admissible.  These  letters  were  numbered 
I,  2,  8,  9.  11,  17,  24,  28,  29,  36,  40,  42,  44,  45, 
46,  47,  and    the   following   extracts   from  them 
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prove  too  well  the  nature  of  the  guilty  compact 
existing  between  the  prisoners. 

No.  1.  "  I  have  caught  a  cold  in  getting  out  of  bed  to  do  his 
shoulder.  He  has  an  inflammation,  and  I  hope  God  Almighty 
will  take  him  before  it  be  long." 

No.  2.  "  You  must  have  another  plan,  for  when  he  goes  out 
again  he  means  to  bring  some  one  with  him — he  has  no 
thoughts  of  you — when  the  night  grows  dark  you  may  lit  on 
him,  and  get  another  pistol  which  will  carry  — he  says  the  man 
that  gave  him  the  blow  had  a  red  striped  waistcoat,  and  a  short 
man — I  pray,  day  and  night,  it  may  be  done  between  now  and 
Christmas. — I  hope  you  will  send  word  if  you  mean  to  watch 
aarain — I  am  sure  it  mav  be  done." 

No.  S.  "  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long — I  hope  you  will  watch 
all  you  can — I  shall  not  see  you  till  you  have  done  it — I  hope 
you  will  do  it  as  soon  as  you  can — do  it  safe." 

No.  11.  "1  could  be  happy  if  the  Old was  dead." 

No.  17.  "I  hope  you  will  watch  him  all  you  can,  and  do 
him,  if  you  can." 

No.  24.  "  The  lOl.  you  change  at  Bonham's  keep  \l.  your- 
self, and  send  me  the  rest." 

No.  2S.  "  Our  shepherd  is  gone  soldiering,  and  the  Old 

shepherds  himself,  now  is  your  time  to  do  him  and  settle  him, 
if  yon  intend  to  do  it." 

No.  29.  "I  cannot  tell  when  he  will  go  out  any  where — and  I 
dare  not  let  you  come  when  he  is  here — when  it  is  done,****." 

No.  36.  "I  wish  you  would  contrive  to  do  it,  for  it  may  as 
well  be  done  first  as  last — and  now  he  goes  himself,  you  may 
do  it  better." 

No.  40.  "  When  they  are  a-field  you  must  hide  yourself,  and 

do  it — On  Sunday  he  is  in  all  day — I  wish  the would  fetch 

him — I  shall  not  come  down  to  Byfield  till  you  have  done  it,  and 

settle  the  Old .     I  dreamt  that  you  and  I  were  talking 

against  the  meadow-gate,  and  the  old  man  came  to  us,  and  you 
ran  after  him  and  fired  at  him,  and  missed  him — but  when  you 
do,  von  mind  that  and  yourself — you  must  watch  lor  him  all 
day  when  you  can,  and  do  it— and  mind  yourself." 

42.  "I  tell  you  the  Old has  seen    Elkington;  but  he 

did  not  say  he  see  you  and  I  together— mind  yourself." 
*  No.  44.  "  I  hope  you  will  try  all  you  can  to  get  rid  of  the 

Old now  I  must  tell  you,  you  don't  mean  to  do  it — so  tell 

me  from  your  heart,  whether  you  mean  to  do  it  or  not— for  I 
-will  make  assay  with  myself  if  yon  don't  do  it." 

No.  15.  "  If  it  is  not  done  in  a  short  time,  I  cannot  sec  what 

will  be  the  end  of  it— I  wish  yon  would  do  it  as  soon  as  you  pos- 
sible, can  — It  serins  strange  to  me  that  it  should  be  so  long 
about—]  must  say  1  think  you  can't  watch  lor  him  so  much  as 
von  say— 1  am  sure  he  has  no  will  made  no  more  than  what  I 
told  you  of." 

4D2 
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No.  46.  "I  wish  you  would  send  me  some  laudum,  [lau- 
danum] and  I  will  see  what  I  can  do  for  him — I  will  do  it  if  I 
can — send  me  that  or  something  else." 

No.  47.  "  I  pray  you  to  do  all  you  can  to  get  shut  of  him, 
for  there  is  nohody  knows  vvhat  I  go  through,  but  God  and  my- 
self.— I  have  thirteen  calves  and  lambs  to  serve,  and  thirteen 
dozen  of  butter,  but  d —  him,  do  him  if  you  can." 

The  above  letters  are  generally  addressed  to  the  prisoner, 
Haynes,  in  the  terms  of  "  my  dear  friend." 

The  prisoner,  Haynes,  being  called  upon  for  his 
defence,  said  he  was  innocent,  and  never  had  a 
gun,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

The  prisoner,  Mary  Clarke,  said  she  left  her  de- 
fence to  her  counsel. 

The  Judge  then  recapitulated  the  whole  of  the 
evidence  to  the  Jury,  and  observed,  that  in  order 
to  find  the  prisoners  guilty  of  the  offence  charged, 
they  must  be  satisfied,  first,  that  Mr.  Clarke  died 
in  conseauence  of  the  wound  he  received,  and 
that  Haynes  fired  at  and  gave  him  that  wound ; 
and  secondly,  they  must  be  satisfied  that  the 
prisoner  Mary  Clarke,  instigated  him  to  commit 
the  crime. 

After  a  short  consultation,  the  Jury  returned  a 
verdict  of  Guilty,  against  both  the  prisoners. 

His  Lordship  then  proceeded  to  pass  sentence  : 
he  stated,  that  the  prisoners  had  been  convicted 
upon  the  most  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence,  of 
the  foul  and  tremendous  crime  of  murder,  which 
in  this  particular  case  was  aggravated  by  every 
consideration,  it  having  been  committed  by  the 
wife  and  servant,  after  a  long  and  libidinous  in- 
tercourse ;  that  the  law  permitted  them  but  a 
short  time  to  live ;  that  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
either  of  them  to  expect  mercy  in  this  world  ; 
that  in  a  very  few  days,  and  indeed  in  a  very  few 
hours,  the  follies  and  vanities  of  this  life  would 
be  closed  upon  them  for  ever — a  short  time  only 
was  open  for  repentance,  but  there  were  hopes 
that  by  a  sincere  and  true  repentance,  even  at 
the  last,    the   Divine   wrath  might  be  averted ; 
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that  Phillip  Haynes,  who  said  he  had  no  con- 
science, must  have  an  inward  monitor  who  told 
him  that  he  had  transgressed,  and  that  Mary 
Clarke,  although  her  affections  were  alienated 
from  her  husband,  owed  still  a  duty  to  herself; 
that  he  hoped  both  would  sincerely  repent,  and 
prepare  for  what  was  to  come — that  it  was  his 
Lordship's  painful  duty  to  denounce  against  them 
that  sentence  which  the  law  had  awarded  to  their 
crime  ;  that  sentence  was — 

"  That  you,  Philip  Haynes,  and  you,  Mary 
Clarke,  be  taken  from  hence  to  the  prison  from 
whence  you  came,  and  taken  from  thence  on  Sa- 
turday next,  the  10th  day  of  March  instant,  to 
the  place  of  execution,  and  there  be  hanged  by 
the  necks  until  you  are  severally  dead,  and  that 
your  bodies  when  dead,  be  taken  down  and  dis- 
sected and  anatomized  ;  and  may  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  your  souls  !" 

Previous  to  their  execution,  these  wretched 
culprits  made  confession  of  the  crime  for  which 
they  were  to  suffer,  and  narrated  in  detail  the 
particulars  of  their  proceedings  for  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  diabolical  purpose.  They 
acknowledged  that  a  criminal  intercourse  had 
•subsisted  between  them  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  also  that  many  schemes  had  been  planned 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  destruction  ot 
their  victim ;  and  the  female  prisoner  acknow- 
ledged to  having  made  repeated  overtures  to  her 
guilty  paramour  for  the  destruction  of  her  hus- 
band, long  before  the  dreadful  deed  was  effected. 


Execution  of  James  Smith  and  Henry  Carter, 
at  Norwich,  August,  1822. 

For  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  no  execu- 
tion had  taken  place  for  the  city  of  Norwich, 
and  a  considerable  sensation  was  therefore  natu- 
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rally  excited  by  the  circumstance  of  two  men. 
James  Smith  and  Henry  Carter,  being  left  for 
execution  at  the  close  of  the  assizes  in  August, 
1822.  Both  these  unhappy  men  had  been  con- 
victed, on  the  clearest  and  strongest  evidence,  of 
burglary ;  Smith  having,  with  others,  broken 
open  and  robbed  the  house  of  Mr.  Balls,  at  Stone 
Hills,  near  Norwich ;  and  Carter,  with  others, 
that  of  Mr.  John  Clarke,  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Paul's,  Norwich. 

After  their  condemnation,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Millard,  Chaplain  to  the  City  Gaol,  made  a  point 
of  spending  every  day  an  hour  and  a  half  or  two 
hours  with  them,  but  made  very  little  progress 
in  convincing  them  of  the  nature  of  their  situa- 
tion, or  of  the  proper  manner  of  conducting  them- 
selves under  it.  He  went  on  for  some  days, 
reading  to  them  very  forcible  passages  from  the 
Scriptures,  and  from  various  religious  discourses, 
endeavouring  to  quicken  their  consciences,  to 
awaken  their  hopes,  and  to  excite  their  fears. 
Little,  however,  was  the  apparent  effect  of  his 
pious  and  appropriate  exhortations.  They  seemed 
to  buoy  themselves  up  with  the  expectation  of  a 
reprieve.  Carter  went  so  far  as  to  say,  that  he 
would  never  submit  to  be  made  a  public  spectacle 
of,  and  that  they  had  the  means  of  preventing  it. 
This  was  said  by  him  on  Monday,  the  19th  of 
August,  which  induced  the  Chaplain  to  wait  upon 
Mr.  Sheriff  Gibson,  to  ask  for  an  additional  guard, 
which  was  granted,  and  they  were  never  left  day 
or  night,  lest  they  should  attempt  the  dreadful 
act  of  suicide.  On  Tuesday,  the  20th,  at  the  re- 
quest of  some  of  Carter's  friends,  the  Sheriffs 
permitted  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stones,  a  Westleyan 
Minister,  of  Calvert  Chapel,  to  attend  them,  and 
who,  in  a  very  earnest  and  proper  manner,  fol- 
lowed up  the  worthy  Chaplain's  endeavour  to 
bring  the  unhappy  culprits  to  a  state  of  penitence. 
On  Thursday,  the  22nd,  an  answer  arrived  to  a 


EXECUTION    AT    NORWICH.  575 

petition  which  had  been  sent  up  on  Carter's  be- 
half; which  answer  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  a 
reprieve. 

The  next  day,  Smith  told  the  Rev.  Mr.  Millard, 
that  he  no  longer  felt  any  malice  in  his  heart,  but 
freely  forgave  every  one  ;  and  could  now  say  the 
Lord's  Prayer  conscientiously;  and  Carter  after- 
wards made  a  similar  declaration.     They  still  re- 
fused to  acknowledge  their  guilt;  and  it  seemed 
to  weigh  heavy  with  them,  that  they  should  be 
selected   for  death  out  of  so  many,  whom  they 
observed  were  equally,  if  not  more,  criminal  than 
themselves.     In  one  of  his  visits,  Mr.  Stones,  de- 
sirous to  draw  from  Smith  an  account  of  the  man 
ner  in  which  that  unhappy  person  had  been  led 
step  by  step  into  crime,   reminded  both  him  and 
his  companion  of  the  passage  in  Prov.  xxviii.  13, 
assuring  them  that  the  confession  of  sin   was  an 
essential  part  of  that  repentance    necessary  to 
salvation.     Then  desiring  their  particular  atten- 
tion, he  read  the  Ten  Commandments  to  them. 
As  soon  as  this  was  done,  Smith  said,  "  I   have 
broken  seven  out  of  the  ten.     I  have  been  a  liar, 
a  swearer,  a  Sabbath-breaker,  disobedient  to  my 
parents,  a  whore-monger,  and  a  thief;  but  I  know 
not  where  to  begin,  nor  how  to  confess  my  sins, 
for  my  life  has  been  a  life  of  sin.     I  never  had 
any  good  example  set   before  me.     And  when  I 
look  on  my  past  life,  especially  since  I  came  from 
sea,  I  think  I  have  been  a  madman.     I  have  been 
acting  like  a   fool  all  my  life.     I  see  I  have  been 
a  great  sinner;  and  my  chance  of  Heaven  is  very 
small,"     Mr.  Stones  replied  to  Smith,  by  observ- 
ing, that  if  he  was  deeply  penitent,  heartily  and 
sincerely  sorry  for  his  sins,  and  earnestly  prayed 
to  God  for  pardon,  believing  in  "  Jesus  Christ, 
who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,"  the 
Almighty   would    forgive    him,    and    make    him 
happy  in  his  redeeming  mercy.     Smith  then  said 
with  earnestness,  "  I  hope  God  will  pardon  me!" 
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During  the  whole  of  the  week  previous  to  their 
execution,  the  wretched  men  were  attended  by  a 
benevolent  individual,  at  that  time  in  confinement 
for  debt,  who  procured  permission  from  the 
Sheriffs  to  be  with  them,  and  cheerfully  devoted 
his  services,  day  and  night,  in  the  anxious  hope  of 
being  instrumental,  in  some  degree,  in  awakening 
them  to  a  due  sense  of  their  situation,  and  induc- 
ing them  to  seek,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the 
mercy  of  their  God  and  Saviour,  by  sincere  re- 
pentance. This  zealous  and  intelligent  person 
has  kindly  favoured  us  with  a  highly  interesting 
account  of  his  share  in  the  awful  transactions, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following  important 
particulars  : 

"  On  the  Sunday  preceding  their  execution,  1 
obtained  leave  to  attend  on  them  as  often  as  I 
pleased.  I  accordingly  commenced  my  attend- 
ance that  evening,  and  continued  it  day  and  night, 
with  very  little  intermission,  to  the  hour  of  their 
death.  I  passed  the  whole  of  Friday  night  with 
them.  I  spent  the  time  in  reading  out  of  good 
books — prayed  with  them  and  for  them — ex 
plained  such  passages  of  Scripture  as  they  did  not 
comprehend — and  removed  from  their  minds 
such  doubts  and  difficulties  as  presented  them- 
selves. They  never  seemed  to  be  tired  of  my 
services;  but,  on  the  contrary,  were  always  at- 
tentive, and  wished  me  to  proceed  in  my  labours. 
By  Wednesday,  I  really  believe  Smith  began  to 
derive  some  spiritual  advantage  from  my  efforts, 
for  he  would  frequently  exclaim,  '  Master !  I 
wish  I  had  had  such  instructions  as  these  before, 
but  I  thank  God  that  I  have  them  now  !  I  feel  a 
love  of  what  I  once  hated;  and  I  now  hate  that 
which  I  once  loved  V  I  took  an  opportunity  to 
ask  him,  whether  he  remembered  any  instance  of 
another  person  having  suffered  for  crimes  com- 
mitted by  himself;  and  he  said,  he  was  glad  that 
I  had  put  the  question   to   him,  for  that  r  man 
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named  Cook  had  deen  tried  for  stealing  a  watch 
from  a  house  in  Buff-coat  lane,  Norwich,  which  he 
(Smith)  had  stolen  himself.  '  Cook,'  said  he,  "  got 
off  at  the  trial,  but  as  he  sometimes  visits  Nor- 
wich, as  a  hawker  of  earthenware,  it  is  right  that 
the  poor  fellow  should  be  exonerated  from  a 
false  charge;  for,  in  fact,  he  knew  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  robbery.* 

"  About  twelve  o'clock  on  Friday  night,  I  pro- 
posed that  we  should  suspend  our  religious  duties 
in  order  to  give  them  an  opportunity  for  repose, 
and  they  accordingly  laid  down  to  rest,  while  I 
sat  up  and  wrote  letters  for  them.  I  frequently 
went  to  look  at  them,  and  found  that  they  slept 
more  tranquilly  than  could  have  been  expected. 
They  arose  about  half-past  five  o'clock,  when 
Carter  said  that  he  dreamed  he  had  been  re- 
prieved, but  on  waking  instantly  became  sensible 
of  his  awful  situation." 

On  the  morning  of  the  execution,  a  solemn  and 
very  becoming  silence  was  observed  in  the  gaol, 
in  consequence  ofa  strict  order  from  the  Sheriffs 
to  admit  no  one  except  those  in  office,  on  any 
pretence.  At  a  quarter  past  ten  o'clock,  the 
Sheriffs,  attended  by  their  Under-Sheriffs  and 
officers,  and  accompanied  by  all  the  prisoners 
(Smith  and  Carter  being  attended  by  Mr.  Millard 
and  Mr.  Stones)  proceeded  to  the  chapel  in  the 
gaol,  where  the  reverend  chaplain  performed  di- 
vine service.  The  lessons  selected  were — 1st 
lesson,  Isaiah,  c.  53,  v.  4 — 9;  the  second  lesson, 
Luke,  c.  23,  v.  13—44.  Mr.  Millard  then 
preached  a  sermon  from  1  Cor.  x.  12,  which  ap- 
peared to  move  the  wretched  men  themselves 
less  than  it  did  some  of  the  other  prisoners,  who 
were  very  much  affected. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  pious  christian  to 
whom,  as  we  have  already  stated,  we  are  indebted 
for  some  of  the  foregoing  particulars,  the  first 
part  of  the  fifty-first  Psalm  was  sung  after  the 
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Funeral  Sermon;  and  the  effect  thereby  produced 
was  so  deep,  solemn,  and  intense,  that  we  think 
it  our  duty  to  insert  the  whole  of  the  Psalm,  for 
the  purpose  of  shewing  the  judicious  selection 
made  for  the  awful  occasion. 

Shew  pity,  Lord  ;  O,  Lord,  forgive; 
Let  a  repenting  rebel  live : 
Are  not  thy  mercies  large  and  free  ? 
May  not  a  sinner  trust  in  thee  ? 

My  crimes  are  great ;  but  don't  surpass 
The  power  and  glory  of  thy  grace: 
Great  God  !  thy  nature  hath  no  bound, 
So  let  thy  pard'ning  love  be  found. 

0  wash  my  soul  from  every  sin, 

And  make  my  guilty  conscience  clean ; 
Here  on  my  heart  the  burden  lies, 
And  past  offences  pain  mine  eyes. 

My  lips  with  shame  my  sins  confess, 
Against  thy  law,  against  thy  grace  : 
Lord,  should  thy  judgment  grow  severe, 
i  am  condemn'cl,  but  thou  art  clear. 

Should  sudden  vengeance  seize  my  breath, 

1  must  pronounce  thee  just  in  death  ; 
And  if  my  soul  were  sent  to  hell, 
Thy  righteous  law  approves  it  well. 

Yet  save  a  trembling  sinner,  Lord, 
Whose  hope  still  hov'ring  round  thy  word, 
Would  light  on  some  sweet  promise  there, 
Some  sure  support  against  despair. 

After  leaving  the  chapel,  and  just  before  their 
irons  were  knocked  off,  Mr.  Stones  stepped  up 
to  Carter,  and  said,  "Carter,  they  tell  me  you 
will  not  acknowledge  the  justice  of  your  sentence. 
Reflect;  in  a  few  minutes,  in  an  hour  at  the 
longest,  you  will  be  launched  into  another  world, 
to  be  eternally  happy  or  eternally  miserable. 
Whatever  you  do,  let  me  exhort  you  not  to  meet 
your  Almighty  Judge  with  a  lie  in  your  mouth." 
Carter  stammered  ;  and  Smith,  turning  from  him, 
said,  "  O  Carter,  either  speak  the  truth  or  say 
nothing."  Carter  then  said  to  Mr.  Stone,  "  I 
don't  know  what  they  mean  by  the  justice  of  fhe 
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sentence.  I  am  sure  there  were  others  much 
worse  than  me."  V  Well,  Carter,"  rejoined  Mr. 
Stones,  "  but  the  real  question  is — do  you  ac- 
knowledge yourself  guilty  of  that  act  of  outrage 
and  robbery  for  which  you  are  about  to  suffer." 
The  prisoner  answered,  "  No  ;  I  did  not  take  the 
property.  I  don't  know  where  it  went  to,  for  I 
had  none  of  it."  Being,  however,  further  interro- 
gated, he  acknowledged  he  was  present  when 
the  robbery  was  committed. 

About  a  quarter  past  twelve,  the  tolling  of  St. 
Peter's  great  bell  gave  the  signal  that  the  mourn- 
ful procession  had  begun  to  move  from  the  gaol 
through  the  market-place  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion. A  body  of  constables  led  the  way,  then 
followed  the  Under-Sheriffs  on  horseback,  with 
white  wands.  Next  came  the  Sheriffs,  the  llev. 
Chaplain  Mr.  Millard,  and  Mr.  Stones,  in  a 
mourning  coach,  with  officers  on  each  side, 
followed  by  constables,  immediately  preceding 
a  cart  covered  with  black  cloth,  in  which 
were  the  two  malefactors,  each  with  arms  pin- 
ioned, necks  bare,  and  heads  uncovered,  seated 
on  the  coffins  destined  so  soon  to  receive  their 
lifeless  bodies.  The  executioner  stood  in  the  front 
part  of  the  vehicle,  and  the  governor  of  the  gaol  be- 
tween the  prisoners. — Amidst  this  dreadful  array, 
with  the  preparations  for  a  violent  and  ignominious 
death  before  their  eyes,  gazed  upon  by  thousands 
who,  filling  the  windows  and  crowding  the  streets 
and  avenues  to  the  fatal  spot,  appeared  to  mani- 
fest a  general  feeling  of  commiseration  for  their 
untimely  fate — what  was  the  demeanour  of  these 
young  men  as  they  passed  along?  The  behaviour 
of  Smith  did  not  betray  any  thing  unbecoming  his 
awful  situation  :  he  showed  a  firm  but  not  an  au- 
dacious countenance ;  his  swollen  eyes  which  con- 
fessed the  tears  they  had  been  shedding,  either  took 
an  elevated  direction  or  were  fixed  downwards. 

We  wish  that  we  could  add  that  Carter's  de- 
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portment,  during  this  dreadful  period,  had  been 
equally  undeserving  of  reprehension ;  but  it  was 
truly  grievous  to  witness  the  indifference  and  le- 
vity which  he  manifested  the  whole  way.  Through 
the  extent  of  the  market-place,  he  was  seen  nod- 
ding with  a  reckless  smile  to  some,  and  shaking 
hands  as  well  and  as  often  as  he  could  with  others 
of  the  crowd,  bidding  his  acquaintance  (such  as 
they  were)  "  good  bye,"  with  as  much  unconcern 
and  familiarity  as  if  he  was  then  setting  out  only 
on  some  temporal  journey.  When  the  procession 
reached  the  platform  and  drop,  which  were  erected 
on  the  most  elevated  part  of  the  Castle  Ditches, 
Carter  jumped  down,  pinioned  as  he  was,  with 
the  greatest  agility  and  the  utmost  indifference  of 
manner,  and  walked  to  the  foot  of  the  drop,  on 
the  steps  of  which  he  sate  down. — Smith  seemed 
very  thoughtful.  The  Chaplain  then  repeated  a  form 
of  prayer,  prefaced  by  some  suitable  passages 
from  Scripture.  The  Rev.  Gentleman  again  put 
some  questions  with  a  view  to  elicit  a  full  confes- 
sion, but  in  vain :  their  lips  were  sealed  upon 
that  subject.  Carter,  in  rather  an  angry  tone, 
said,  "I  hope  God  will  forgive  me  all  my  sins; 
but  I  have  no  time  to  listen  to  such  nonsense,  I 
don't  want  to  have  my  mind  troubled  with  that 
now."  The  worthy  Chaplain  observed  to  him, 
tl  Carter,  you  must  have  your  mind  troubled  be- 
fore you  can  experience  consolation."  Mr.  Mil- 
lard then  put  the  question  to  him,  "  Do  you  die 
in  love  and  charitv  with  all  mankind?  Smith  re- 
plied,  "  I  forgive  every  body,  and  I  hope  every 
body  will  forgive  me." — Carter  made  a  similar 
reply ;  and  Smith  assured  the  Chaplain  that  he 
felt  convinced  his  repentance  was  such,  that  had 
his  life  been  spared  he  should  have  been  a  dif- 
ferent man.  /• 

Just  before  they  ascended  the  platform,  they 
told  Mr.  Stones,  in  answer  to  his  questions,  that 
they  were  sorry  for  all  the  sins  they  had  committed, 
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and  especially  for  that  sin,  for  which  they  were 
about  to  suffer:  that  they  sincerely  wished  their 
awful  fate  might  prove  a  warning  to  others,  and 
they  desired  Mr.  Stones  to  say  so,  to  the  congre 
gation  to  which  he  might  preach  on  the  evening 
of  the  following  day.  Mr.  Stones  then  prayed 
with  them,  commending  their  souls  to  the  mercy 
of  heaven,  Carter  desired  the  worthy  minister  to 
call  on  his  mother  and  pray  with  her.  They  then 
ascended  the  platform. 

The  spectacle  at  this  moment  was  of  the 
most  strikingly  awful  kind :  a  greater  con- 
course of  people  than  was  ever  known  on  a 
similar  occasion  in  this  place  were  witnesses 
of  the  dreadful  scene.  The  Castle  Hill,  and  the 
extensive  area  facing  the  scaffold  were  covered 
with  thousands  of  spectators,  who  in  general,  ap- 
peared greatly  moved  by  the  sight  presented  to 
their  view.  When  the  ropes  were  fixed,  Smith 
turning  to  the  multitude,  said,  "  Young  men,  take 
warning  by  my  fate  :  it  is  a  sad  thing  for  a  man 
to  die  with  a  rope  round  his  neck."  Carter's 
manner  of  ascending  the  steps  seemed  to  evince 
a  perfect  indifference  to  the  fate  which  awaited 
him  ;  nor  did  he  once  betray  the  slightest  out- 
ward symptom  of  fear :  he  called  to  one  of  his 
acquaintance  in  the  crowd,  "  Sam,  take  warning: 
see  what  I  am  come  too  :  good  bye  Sam." — Their 
caps  were  then  drawn  over  their  faces.  The 
Chaplain  ascended  the  platform;  repeated  the 
Lord's  prayer  ;  and  the  drop  fell.  After  hanging 
the  usual  time,  their  bodies  were  delivered  to 
their  friends ;  and  the  procession  returned  to  the 
gaol.  The  corpses  were  carried  by  twelve  bearers 
to  the  house  of  Carter's  parents,  in  St.  Margaret's, 
from  whence  they  were  removed  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, and  buried  in  the  church-yard  of  that  parish, 
in  one  grave. — Although  the  funeral  took  place  at 
an  early  hour,  a  great  multitude  of  people  assem- 
bled to  witness  the  interment. 
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James  Smith  was  born  at  Plymouth  ;  his  father 
was  a  soldier.  James  was  taught  to  read,  &c. 
in  a  charity-school,  supported  by  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford.  An  unhappy  difference  between  his 
father  and  mother  induced  him  to  leave  home 
when  he  was  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of 
age.  He  went  to  Hull,  in  Yorkshire,  and  there 
engaged  to  serve  at  sea ;  first  in  the  king's,  and 
then  in  the  transport,  service.  After  leaving  the 
sea,  he  became  a  hawker  of  earthenware,  and 
was  doing  pretty  well  in  his  business,  until  he 
was  defrauded  out  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
by  a  person  with  whom  he  had  business  to  trans- 
act; from  that  circumstance  he  became  careless 
and  inattentive  to  his  business,  lived  on  his  pro- 
perty as  long  as  it  lasted,  and  then  took  to  those 
nefarious  practices  which  terminated  in  so  shame- 
ful a  manner  his  mortal  existence.  He  was  on 
the  whole  more  serious  than  his  fellow  sufferer, 
and  was  observed  to  be  earnestly  engaged  in 
prayer  at  the  solemn  moment  of  their  exit. 

Henry  Carter  was  a  native  of  Norwich,  and 
though  young  in  years,  he  was  an  old  offender. 
Some  years  ago  he  was  a  scholar  in  a  Sunday 
School,  where  he  learned  to  read,  and  where  he 
often  felt  the  restraints  of  conscience;  but  he 
resisted  those  restraints,  and  the  influence  of 
conviction,  which  he  frequently  felt,  when  in  the 
commission  of  evil,  until  the  power  of  those  con- 
victions and  restraints  was  lost ;  and  very  soon 
he  lost  even  his  ability  to  read.  "  1  learnt  to 
read,  but  that  left  me,"  said  he  to  Mr.  Stones. 
Buoyed  up  almost  to  the  last  with  a  vain  expec- 
tation that  he  should  receive  a  reprieve,  he  was 
unwilling  to  believe  that  his  awful  sentence  would 
be  carried  into  execution. 
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Trird  and  Execution  of  John  Smith,  a  Greenwich 
Pensioner,  Eight//  Years  of  Age,  for  the  Murdei 
of  a  Woman  with  whom  he  had  cohabited. 

At  the  Kent  Assizes,  for  December,  1S22,  John 
Smith,  a  pensioner  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  was 
indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Catherine 
Smith,  a  woman  with  whom  he  had  for  some  time 
previously  cohabited. 

The  prisoner,  a  fine  robust  old  man,  nearly  six 
feet  high,  entered  the  court  with  a  firm  and  steady 
step,  although  nearly  eighty  years  of  age. — The 
following  is  a  digested  abstract  of  the  evidence 
for  the  prosecution : 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October,  about 
half-past  five  o'clock,  he  went  to  a  public-house 
called  '•  The  Cricketers,1'  sat  down  near  the  bar, 
and  called  for  a  pot  of  porter.  Immediately 
afterwards,  addressing  himself  to  the  landlord,  he 
said,  "Hawkins,  have  you  seen  my  woman  this 
morning?"  He  replied  in  the  negative;  upon 
which  the  prisoner  said,  "  If  you  see  her  go  past, 
call  her  in."  About  ten  minutes  before  six,  the 
deceased  came  into  the  public-house  in  company 
with  another  Greenwich  pensioner.  The  deceased 
called  for  two  glasses  of  gin.  The  landlord  drew 
a  glass  of  gin,  and  set  it  before  her  on  the  bar; 
when  she  said,  "  You  know  I  take  it  with  pep- 
permint." The  landlord  was  turning  round  to 
get  the  peppermint  bottle,  when  in  an  instant 
the  prisoner,  who  was  sitting  close  to  the  de- 
ceased, rose  up  and  stabbed  her  with  a  knife  in 
the  right  breast.  Before  this  not  a  word  had 
passed  between  the  prisoner  and  the  deceased. 
The  deceased  immediately  exclaimed,  "  you  have 
killed  me  !   you  have  killed  me  !" 

The  unfortunate  woman  was  urged  by  the  land- 
lord to  run  to  the  infirmary  immediately.  She 
went  out,  but  before  she  got  the  distance  of  forty 
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paces  she  dropped  down  dead.  The  prisoner  was 
immediately  seized  by  the  landlord,  who  said  to 
him,  "  You  wicked  old  man,  how  could  you  do  so 
rash  an  act?"  He  replied,  "  She  has  been  with 
that  fellow  all  night. iy 

The  prisoner  was  afterwards  searched,  and  the 
knife  was  found  upon  him,  stained  with  blood ; 
and  being  asked  whether  that  was  the  instru- 
ment with  which  he  committed  the  murder,  he 
said  it  was,  and  owned  that  he  did  it.  The  point 
of  the  instrument,  which  was  a  common  pocket 
knife,  upon  being  examined,  appeared  as  if  it  had 
been  recently  sharpened. 

The  prisoner,  in  his  defence,  entered  into  a 
long  statement  of  quarrels  between  him  and  the 
deceased,  which,  he  said,  had  irritated  and  made 
him  unhappy.  She  had  come  from  London  to  live 
with  him,  and  take  care  of  him,  he  being  old  and 
infirm;  they  had  lived  together  for  about  fifteen 
months ;  but  a  short  time  before  this  transaction, 
she  was  greatly  altered  in  her  behaviour  towards 
him.  He  had,  through  friends  of  his  own,  pro- 
cured her  a  situation  as  helper  in  one  of  the 
wards  of  the  hospital ;  she  became  cold  and  un- 
kind to  him,  and  at  last  he  discovered  that  she 
kept  company  with  Levett,  another  Greenwich 
pensioner.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October 
he  went  to  "  The  Cricketers"  public-house  to  get 
some  beer ;  while  he  was  there,  he  was  cutting  a 
piece  of  stick-liquorice  with  his  knife,  when  the 
deceased  and  her  lubber  came  into  the  house  and 
stood  close  to  him ;  he  had  been  drinking  the 
night  before ;  the  appearance  of  the  deceased 
with  her  paramour  affected  him  very  much,  and 
the  deceased  having  trod  upon  his  corns,  he  in  a 
moment  of  rage  committed  the  fatal  act;  but 
without  knowing  what  he  did,  and  certainly  not 
ntending  to  kill  the  unfortunate  woman.  Under 
such  circumstances  he  hoped  a  merciful  view  of 
his  case  would  be  taken. 
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The  Judge  having  summed  up  the  evidence, 
left  it  to  the  Jury,  who  immediately  returned  a 
verdict  of  Guilty,  and  the  prisoner  was  ordered 
for  execution  on  the  following  Monday.  He  re- 
tired from  the  bar  with  the  same  firm  step  and 
demeanor  with  which  he  had  entered  the  Court. 

At  twelve  o'clock  on  Monday  the  23rd  of  De- 
cember, the  dreadful  sentence  of  the  law  was  car- 
ried into  effect  on  Penenden  Heath.  He  ap- 
peared to  be  very  penitent  and  resigned,  and 
partook  of  the  sacrament  a  short  time  before  he 
left  the  gaol.  At  the  place  of  execution  he  ad- 
dressed the  people,  who  were  assembled  in  great 
crowds,  and  said,  "  that  women  were  the  cause 
of  his  downfall."  He  prayed  aloud  and  very 
fervently,  until  the  drop  fell,  frequently  ejacu- 
lating, with  a  clear  and  audible  voice,  "  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me  !  Christ  have  mercy  upon 
me!"  and  with  these  words  upon  his  lips  was 
launched  into  eternity. 

After  hanging  the  usual  time,  the  body  was 
taken  to  Greenwich  College,  where  it  laid  one 
day  for  public  view,  and  was  afterwards  dissected 
and  anatomized  in  the  Hospital. 

Previous  to  his  execution,  this  man  exhibited 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  mental 
abstraction,  that  perhaps  has  ever  been  manifested 
under  the  awful  circumstances  of  deliberate  mur- 
der. He  sent  for  a  gentleman  of  Maidstone,  who, 
attending  the  summons,  received  from  the  pri- 
soner a  vehement  injunction  to  make  public  what 
he  called  a  history  of  his  life.  The  surprise  of  the 
gentleman  may  be  conceived,  when,  on  examin- 
ing the  paper,  he  discovered  it  to  be  a  concise 
narrative  of  the  place  of  the  prisoner's  birth — his 
propensities — and,  finally,  his  motives  for  com- 
mitting the  murder,  described  in  doggrel  verse. 
Although  the  production  of  an  illiterate  man,  it  is 
truly  astonishing  that  the  mind  of  a  man  nearly 
fourscore  years  old  could,  by  any  possibility,  under 
Vol.  V.  4F  116 
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circumstances  so  peculiarly  awful,  for  a  moment 
be  so  abstracted  from  his  situation  as  to  admit  of 
so  extraordinary  a  production.  The  levity  of  the 
concluding  lines  is  not  the  least  striking  part  of 
this  extraordinary  effusion.  The  original  has 
been  followed  literatim  et  verbatim. 

In  the  County  of  W'cklow  I  was  born'd 

but  now  in  Maidstone  die  in  scorn 

I  once  was  counted  a  roving  blade 

but  to  my  misfortune  had  no  trade 

women  was  always  my  downfall 

but  still  I  liked  and  loved  them  all 

a  hundred  I  have  had  in  my  time 

when  I  was  young  and  in  my  prime 

women  was  always  my  delight 

but  when  I  got  old  they  did  me  slight 

a  woman  from  London  to  me  came 

she  said  with  You  I  would  fain  remain 

if  you  will  be  constant  111  be  true 

I  never  want  no  Man  but  You — 

and  on  her  own  Bible  a  Oath  did  take 

that  she  never  would  Me  forsake 

and  during  the  time  that  I  had  Life 

she  would  always  prove  a  loving  Wife 

and  by  that  Means  we  did  agree 

to  live  together  she  and  Me — 

but  soon  her  vows  and  Oath  did  break 

and  to  another  Man  did  take 

Which  she  fetch'd  home  with  her  to  lay 

and  that  proved  hqr  own  destiny 

So  as  Jack  Smith  lay  on  his  bed 

this  notion  strongly  run  in  his  Head 

then  he  got  up  with  that  intent 

to  find  her  out  was  fully  bent 

swearing  if  he  found  out  her  Oath  she'd  broke 

he  stick  a  knife  into  her  throat 

then  to  the  Cricketers  he  did  go 

to  see  if  he  could  find  it  out  or  no 

not  long  been  there  before  she  come  in 

with  this  same  fellow  to  fetch  some  Gin 

then  with  A  Knife  himself  brought  in 

immediately  stab'd  her  under  the  Chin, 

and  in  five  minutes  she  was  no  more 

but  there  laid  in  her  purple  gore 

Now  to  conclude  and  end  my  song 

they  are  both  dead  dead  and  gone 

they  are  both  gone  I  do  declare 

gone  they  are  but  God  knows  where— 
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No.  I. 
DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TREAD  MILL, 

RECOMMENDED     BY    THE    SOCIETY    FOR   THE    IMPROVE- 
MENT  OF   PRISON    DISCIPLINE. 

The  attention  of  the  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Prison 
Discipline  has  long  been  devoted  to  the  adoption  of  some  plan 
for  the  effectual  employment  of  prisoners.  All  attempts  of  this 
nature  have  heretofore  been  attended  with  considerable  diffi- 
culty ;  but  it  is  confidently  anticipated  that  this  invention  will 
not  only  afford  suitable  employment,  but  act  as  a  species  of 
preventive  punishment.  Although  but  very  recently  introduced 
into  practice,  the  effects  of  its  discipline  have,  in  every  in- 
stance, proved  highly  useful  in  decreasing  the  number  of  com- 
mitments ;  as  many  prisoners  have  been  known  to  declare  that 
they  would  sooner  undergo  any  species  of  fatigue,  or  suffer  any 
deprivation,  than  return  to  the  House  of  Correction,  when 
once  released. 

The  engraving  given  in  this  work  exhibits  a  party  of  pri- 
soners in  the  act  of  working  one  of  the  Tread-wheels  of  the 
Discipline  Mill,  invented  by  Mr.  Cubitt,  of  Ipswich,  and  re- 
cently erected  at  the  House  of  Correction  for  the  county  of 
Surrey,  situated  at  Brixton.  The  view  is  taken  from  a  corner 
of  one  of  the  ten  airing  yards  of  the  prison,  all  of  which  radiate 
from  the  governor's  house  in  the  centre,  which  is  seen  in  the 
drawing  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  yard,  so  that  from  the  win- 
dow of  his  room  he  commands  a  complete  view  into  all  the  yards. 
The  building  which  appears  in  the  engraving  behind  the  tread- 
wheel  shed,  is  the  mill-house,  containing  the  necessary  ma- 
chinery for  grinding  corn  and  dressing  the  flour,  also  rooms  for 
storing  it,  &c. :  on  the  right  side  of  this  building,  a  pipe  is  seen, 
passing  up  to  the  roof,  on  which  is  a  large  cast-iron  reservoir, 
capable  of  holding  some  thousand  gallons  of  water,  for  the  use 
of  the  prison.  This  reservoir  is  filled  by  means  of  forcing- 
pump  machinery  below,  connected  with  the  principal  axis 
which  works  the  machinery  of  the  mill : — this  axis  or  shaft 
passes  under  the  pavement  of  the  several  yards,  and,  working 
by  means  of  universal  joints,  at  every  turn,  communicates  with 
the  tread-wheel  of  each  class. 
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This  wheel,  which  is  represented  in  the  centre  of  the  engrav- 
ing, is  exactly  similar  to  a  common  water-wheel ;  the  tread- 
boards  upon  its  circumference  are,  however,  of  consideiable 
length,  so  as  to  allow  sufficient  standing  room  for  a  row  of  from 
ten  to  twenty  persons  upon  the  wheel*.  Their  weight,  the 
first  moving  power  of  the  machine,  produces  the  greatest  effect 
when  applied  upon  the  circumference  of  the  wheel  at  or  near 
the  level  of  its  axle  ;  to  secure,  therefore,  this  mechanical  ad- 
vantage, a  screen  of  boards  is  fixed  up  in  an  inclined  position 
above  the  wheel,  in  order  to  prevent  the  prisoners  from  climb- 
ing or  stepping  up  higher  than  the  level  required.  A  hand-rail 
is  seen  fixed  upon  this  screen,  by  holding  which  they  retain 
their  upright  position  upon  the  revolving  wheel;  the  nearest 
side  of  which  is  exposed  to  view  in  the  plate,  in  order  to  repre- 
sent its  cylindrical  form  much  more  distinctly  than  could  other- 
wise have  been  done.  In  the  original,  however,  both  sides  are 
closely  Doarded  up,  so  that  the  prisoners  have  no  access  to  the 
interior  of  the  wheel,  and  all  risk  of  injury  whatever  is  pre- 
vented. 

By  means  of  steps,  the  gang  of  prisoners  ascend  at  one  end, 
and  when  the  requisite  number  range  themselves  upon  the 
wheel,  it  commences  its  revolution.  The  effort,  then,  to  every 
individual  is  simply  that  of  ascending  an  endless  flight  of  steps, 
their,  combined  weight  acting  upon  every  successive  stepping 
board,  precisely  as  a  stream  of  water  upon  the  fioat-Lcards  of  a 
water  wheel. 

During  this  operation,  each  prisoner  gradually  adv.  nces  from 
the  end  at  which  he  mounted  towards  the  opposite  end  of  the 
wheel,  from  whence  the  last  man  taking  his  turn  descends  for 
rest,  (see  the  Piute,)  another  prisoner  immediately  mounting 
as  before  to  fill  up  the  number  required,  without  stopping  the 
machine.  The  interval  of  rest  may  then  be  portioned  to  each 
man,  by  regulating  the  number  of  those  required  to  work  the 
wheel  with  the  whole  number  of  the  gang; — thus  if  twenty  out 
of  twenty-four  are  obliged  to  be  upon  the  wheel,  it  will  give  to 
each  man  intervals  of  rest  amounting  to  twelve  minutes  in 
every  hour  of  labour.  Again,  by  varying  the  number  of  men 
upon  the  wheel,  or  the  work  inside  the  mill,  so  as  to  increase 
or  diminish  its  velocity,  the  degree  of  hard  labour  or  exercise 
to  the  prisoner  may  also  be  regulated.  At  Brixton,  the  dia- 
meter of  the  wheel  being  five  feet,  and  revolving  twice  in  a 
minute,  the  space  stepped  over  by  each  man  is  2193  feet,  or 
731  yards  per  hour. 

To  provide  regular  and  suitable  employment  for  prisoners 


*  The  wheels  erected  at  the  House  of  Correction,  at  Cold-bath  Fields, 
are  each  capable  of  containing  forty  or  more  prisoners,  and  the  Joint  force 
of  the  prisoners  is  expended  in  giving  motion  to  a  regulating  fly,  which, 
by  expanding  of  Itself  in  proportion  to  the^power,  will  keep  any  number  of 
men,  from  twenty  to  three  hundred  and  twenty,  at  the  same  degree  of  hard 
labour. 
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sentenced  to  hard  labour,  has  been  attended  with  considerable 
difficulty  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom:  the  invention  of  the 
Discipline  Mill  has  removed  the  difficulty,  and  it  is  confidently 
hoped,  that  as  its  advantages  and  effects  become  better  known, 
the  introduction  of  the  Mill  v\ill  be  universal  in  Houses  of 
Correction  As  a  species  of  prison  labour,  it  is  remarkable  for 
its  simplicity.  It  requires  no  previous  instruction  ;  no  task- 
master is  necessary  to  watch  orer  the  work  of  the  prisoners, 
neither  are  materials  or  instruments  put  into  their  hands  that 
are  liable  to  v*aste  or  misapplication,  or  subject  to  wear  and 
tear:  t!.e  internal  machinery  of  the  mill,  being  inaccessible  to 
the  prisoners,  is  placed  under  the  management  of  skilful  and 
proper  persons,  one  or  two  at  most  being  required  to  attend  a 
process  which  keeps  in  steady  and  constant  employment  from 
ten  to  two  hundred  or  more  prisoners  at  one  and  the  same  time  ; 
*  Inch  can  be  suspended  and  renewed  as  often  as  the  regulations 
of  the  prison  render  it  necessary,  and  which  imposes  equality 
of  labour  on  every  individual  employed,  no  one  upon  the  wheel 
being  able  in  the  least  degree  to  avoid  his  proportion. 

The  arrangement  of  the  wheels  in  the  yards,  radiating  from 
the  governor's  central  residence,  places  the  prisoners  thus  em- 
ployed under  very  good  inspection,  an  object  known  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  in  prison  management.  At  the  Brixton 
House  of  Correction,  with  the  exception  of  the  very  few  con- 
fined by  the  casualties  of  sickness  or  debility,  all  the  prisoners 
are  steadily  employed  under  the  eye  of  the  governor  during  a 
considerable  part  of  the  day. 

The  classification  also  of  the  prisoners  according  to  offences, 
&c,  may  be  adhered  to  in  the  adoption  of  these  discipline 
wheels;  the  same  wheel  or  the  same  connected  shafts  can  be 
easily  made' to  pass  into  distinct  compartments,  in  which  the 
se\eral  classes  may  work  in  separate  parties.  In  the  prison 
from  which  the  annexed  drawing  is  taken,  a  tread-wheel  is 
erected  in  each  of  the  six  yards,  by  which  the  inconvenience 
and  risk  of  removing  a  set  of  prisoners  from  one  part  of  the 
prison  to  another  is  obviated. 

As  the  mechanism  of  these  tread  mills  is  not  of  a  compli- 
cated nature,  the  regular  employment  they  afford  is  not  likely 
to  be  frequently  suspended  for  want  of  repairs  to  the  machinery  ; 
and  should  the  supply  of  corn,  &c,  at  any  time  fall  off,  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  should  be  suspended, 
nor  can  they  be  aware  of  the  circumstance:  the  supply  of  bard 
labour  may  therefore  be  considered  as  almost  unfailing. 

With  regard  to  the  expense  of  these  machines,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  although  their  original  cost  may  in  some  instances 
;;|)|)'-ar  heavy,  the  subsequent  advantage  from  their  adoption, 
in  point  of  economy,  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable,  and  it  is 
derived  in  a  manner  which  must  be  most  satisfactory  to  those 
who  have  the  important  charge  and  responsible  control  of  these 
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public  establishments,  viz  ,  from  the  diminution  in  the  number 
of  persons  committed.  Such  have  been  the  results  already  ex- 
perienced at  those  prisons,  where  this  species  of  corrective  dis- 
cipline is  enforced.  The  saving  to  the  county  (in  consequence 
of  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  criminals)  in  the  public 
charges  for  their  apprehension,  committal,  conviction,  and  main- 
tenance, cannot  but  be  considerable. 

At  the  Cold-bath  Fields  prison,  the  tread  mill  was  brought 
into  operation  in  June,  1S22,  and  all  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol, 
both  male  and  female,  were  set  to  work.  At  the  first  onset,  it 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mere  matter  of  amusement,  but  the  ex- 
perience of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  at  once  proved  that  it  was  a 
most  irksome  occupation.  In  the  end,  the  whole  of  the  men  in 
one  of  the  wards,  to  the  number  of  forty,  declared  they  would 
not  work,  and  absolutely  refused  to  obey  their  taskmaster. 
Among  these  were  some  very  notorious  characters.  The  gover- 
nor, Mr.  Adkins,  was  immediately  sent  for,  and  on  his  arrival 
he  remonstrated  with  the  mutineers  on  their  misconduct.  This 
remonstrance  was  in  vain  ;  one  of  the  ringleaders,  acting  as 
spokesman  for  the  rest,  positively  declared  their  intention  not  to 
go  to  work  again.  Mr.  Adkins,  with  becoming  firmness,  im- 
mediately ordered  sixteen  of  the  most  prominent  to  be  double 
ironed  and  locked  up  in  their  cells,  declaring  at  the  same  time 
that  they  should  remain  in  this  state  on  an  allowance  of  bread 
and  water,  until  they  thought  proper  to  show  contrition  lor  their 
offence.  This  had  the  desired  effect.  The  whole  of  those  who 
remained  immediately  set  to  work  with  apparent  good  will, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  day,  eleven  of  the  sixteen  who  had 
been  locked  up  sent  for  the  governor,  and  begged  to  be  permitted 
to  resume  their  occupation,  with  a  promise  that  he  should  hear 
no  more  of  their  opposition.  Their  prayer  was  complied  with, 
and  they  mounted  the  wheel,  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  day, 
the  remaining  five,  with  a  humbled  spirit,  followed  their  ex- 
ample. At  a  given  signal,  all  the  prisoners  in  the  different 
yards  are  ordered  on  the  wheels,  and  immediately  set  in  mo- 
tion. In  the  court-yard  there  is  erected  a  sort  of  pyramid, 
surrounded  by  wood-work  of  a  particular  construction.  Upon 
looking  at  which,  the  governor  can  at  once  ascertain  the  degree 
of  labour  which  is  applied,  and  thereby  discover  whether  there 
is  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  for  which,  of 
course,  the  task-master  is  answerable.  At  present  the  power 
of  the  wheels  is  applied  to  no  profitable  purpose,  but  it  is  in 
contemplation  to  erect  a  mill  outside  of  the  prison  for  grinding 
flour,  in  which  it  can  effectually  be  brought  into  action. 
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No.  II. 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE 
GAOLS  IN  ENGLAND. 

Bedfordshire.  —  County   Gaol,  Bedford.    Various  ini- 

frovements  in  the  New  House  of  Correction  are  completed, 
n  the  new  chapel,  the  prisoners  are  divided  into  four  classes : 
the  females  sit  in  a  pew,  from  whence  they  cannot  see  or  be 
seen  by  the  male  prisoners.  The  Tread-mill  is  in  constant 
use.  The  prisoners  work  on  three  separate  tread-wheels,  so 
that  no  intercourse  can  take  place  between  the  different  classes. 
The  mill  contains  two  pair  of  mill-stones,  a  dressing  machine, 
a  malt  bruiser,  hoisting  tackle,  &c,  which,  with  the  building, 
wheel-shed,  miller's  room,  granary,  &c,  cost  650/.  The  wheels 
will  altogether  contain  twenty-four  prisoners  in  three  classes, 
of  eijjjht  each. 

Berkshire. — Abingdon  Count//  House  of  Correction.  The 
prisoners  of  this  Bridewell,  which  is  calculated  to  receive  forty 
persons,  are  divided  into  five  classes,  three  male  and  two  fe- 
male. They  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  sacking,  tar- 
paulins and  cloths  for  ricks,  and  for  boats  navigating  the 
Thames  ;  matting  is  alo  made,  consisting  of  hemp  and  the 
common  bulrush.  The  produce  is  disposed  of  to  chance  pur- 
chasers, and  a  ready  sale  is  invariably  found.  Irons  are  used 
for  refractory  prisoners  only.  The  female  prisoners  are  under 
the  management  of  the  gaoler,  but  his  wife  attends,  if  ne- 
cessary. No  female  officer  is  appropriated  ;  and  there  is  only 
one  inferior  officer.     A  chaplain  attends  every  Sunday. 

Buckinghamshire. — Aylesbury  County  Gaol.  This  pri- 
son is  of  very  ancient  erection.  The  ground  which  it  occupies 
is  of  a  very  inconvenient  form,  its  breadth  being  about  twenty 
or  thirty  yards,  and  its  depth  from  the  front  entrance  upwards 
of  200  yards.  The  governor's  residence  being  near  the  front 
lodge,  he  is  placed  at  a  considerable  distance  from  a  great  part 
of  the  interior,  and  is  deprived  of  the  means  of  inspecting  his 

f>risoners,  and  of  viewing  the  general  movements  of  his  estab- 
ishment,  except  by  personal  visits.  The  mill  is  the  only 
source  of  employment  in  the  prison  ;  it  is  twenty-one  feet  in 
diameter.  The  prisoners  not  compellable  to  work  are  placed 
in  the  inside,  and  the  convicted  on  the  outside  of  the  wheel, 
which  latter  position  imposes  by  far  the  most  severe  labour, 
as  the  steps  are  nearly  2\  feet  apart.  The  power  is  applied  to 
grinding  corn  for  the  use  of  the  prison,  and  pumping  water  fur 
the  supply  of  the  town,  and  is  let  out  by  tender  at  the  quarter 
sessions,  for  80/.  per  annum.  Tike  saving  to  the  county  in  the 
article  of  bread,  by  grinding   their  own  Hour,  amounted  for 
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the  last  year  to  lOZ.  lis.  Many  of  the  night-cells  are  merely 
iron  cages  arranged  on  each  side  of  large  rooms,  so  that  the 
prisoners  during  the  night  can  converse  in  companies,  though 
each  in  general    sleeps  in  a  separate  bed. 

Cambridgeshire. — Cambridge  County  Gaol.  A  Dirci- 
pline-mill  has  been  erected:  the  male  prisoners  work  in  two 
compartments,  and  whilst  at  work  they  are  under  the  go- 
vernor's inspection.  The  number  employed  varies  from  twelve 
to  fifty  :  the  time  of  labour  is  ten  hours  per  day. 

Cambridge  Town  Gaol  is  undergoing  considerable  repairs, 
and  one  of  the  newly-invented  Tread-mills  is  now  erecting  ;  it 
s  intended  to  be  worked  by  prisoners,  the  male  prisoners  within 
the  wheel,  and  the  females  upon  the  outside  of  it. 

Cheshire. — Knutsford  County  House  of  Correction.  The 
governor's  house  is  in  the  centre;  the  prisoners'  work-rooms 
and  night-cells  are  in  buildings  radiating  from  the  centre,  as 
also  the  yards,  which  are  under  good  inspection.  The  yards 
are  very  spacious  and  well  flagged.  Three  radiating  buildings 
only  are  completed,  the  fourth  is  in  progress,  which  will  make 
altogether  176  ceils.  A  variety  of  manufactures  are  carried  on 
in  this  prison,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  Tread-mill. 

Cornwall. — Bodmin  County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction. 
The  extent  of  employment  in  this  prison  is  considerable.  A 
number  of  the  male  prisoners  are  employed  at  mills  for  thrash- 
ing and  grinding  corn. 

Cumberland. — Carlisle.  A  new  County  Gaol,  upon  an 
excellent  plan,  is  now  in  progress  of  erection,  in  which  classi- 
fication and  central  inspection  will  be  completely  provided  for. 

Whitehaven  County  House  of  Correction. — Considerable  alte- 
rations have  taken  place  in  the  construction  of  this  prison, 
and  the  classification,  which  was  heretofore  a  mere  separation 
of  the  sexes,  will  now  admit  of  a  seclusion  of  hardened  cri- 
minals from  those  confined  for  trivial  offences,  such  as  idle  and 
refractory  apprentices  and  servants,  &c. 

Devonshire. — County  Gaol,  near  Exeter.  This  prison  is 
insufficient  for  the  present  immense  population  of  this  ccunty. 
Of  late,  many  instances  have  occurred  of  two  men  being  neces- 
sarily confined  in  one  cell.  If  a  separate  cell  for  each  pri- 
soner cannot  be  procured,  rooms  or  cells  should  be  provided 
sufficiently  large  to  contain  three  or  more  prisoners. 

County  Bridewell,  near  Exeter. — This  prison,  when  erected 
in  1807,  was  thought  more  than  sufficiently  capacious  for  the 
average  number  of  prisoners  to  be  committed  to  it ;  but  such 
has  been  the  increase  of  offenders,  that  not  unfrequently  seven 
individuals  have  been  confined  in  one  small  cell !  In  May, 
1S22,  five  men  slept  in  a  cell,  of  which  the  dimensions  are 
7  feet  by  10 ! 

Durham. — County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction.  The 
situation  is  excellent,  and  the  prison  stands  very  favourably  for 
ventilation ;  a  considerable  space  of  ground  is  enclosed  by  the 
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boundary  walls.  There  is  a  handsome  court-house  and  offices, 
governor's  house,  and  buildings  capable  of  receiving  from 
Seventy  to  eighty  prisoners.  The  work  carried  on  by  the  mule 
prisoners  is  weaving,  making  mats,  and  beating  and  preparing 
English  flax,  by  a  newly-invented  machine  requiring  great 
labour. 

Essex. — Count)/  Gaol,  Chelmsford.  An  additional  House  of 
Correction  is  about  to  be  erected,  which  will  afford  a  good  de- 
gree of  classification,  with  inspection.  In  the  present  gaol, 
prisoners  committed  on  charge  of  felony  have  to  wear  the  iron 
fetter,  as  well  as  convicts  for  transportation. 

Count]/  House  of  Correction. — The  male  prisoners  are  divided 
into  six  classes,  each  class  having  a  separate  day-room  ;  but 
there  are  only  two  yards  for  these  six  classes  ;  they  are  there- 
fore admitted  into  them,  in  rotation,  at  different  hours  of  the 
day.  The  female  prisoners  are  divided  into  two  classes.  A 
great  part  of  the  prisoners  are  employed  in  turning  a  winch- 
mill  for  grinding  corn.  A  new  mill,  with  two  tread-wheels 
has  lately  been  introduced. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. — County  Gaol  and  Penitentiary  at 
Gloucester.  A  Tread-mill  is  attached  to  the  Penitentiary, 
worked  in  two  divisions,  by  about  thirty-two  prisoners  ;  the 
power  is  applied  to  grinding  corn  and  pumping.  One  striking 
feature  in  the  regulation  of  this  prison  is  the  strict  enforce- 
ment of  silence  amongst  the  prisoners. 

Gloucester  City  Gaol  and  Bridewell. — This  small  prison  has 
received  considerable  additions  within  these  few  years.  The 
first  yard  is  appropriated  to  the  male  felons,  and  a  window  of 
the  gaoler's  room  commands  a  view  of  it.  In  one  of  the  cells 
in  which  a  party  of  fhe  prisoners  sleep,  is  a  leg  chain,  to  fasten 
the  refractory  whilst  in  bed  on  the  floor. 

Tewkesbury  Borough  Gaol  and  Bridewell. — This  small  estab- 
lishment was  intended  to  receive  eight  prisoners  ;  it  has  been 
completed  only  within  these  few  years,  replacing  a  very 
wretched  place  of  confinement,  the  old  Gaol. 

House  of  Correction  at  Horsley. — This  prison  is  calculated  to 
contain  forty  prisoners.  A  corn-mill,  on  the  tread-wheel  prin- 
ciple, is  now  introduced. 

Hampshire. — The  County  Gaol  at  Winchester.  A  large 
room  in  each  court  of  the  felons'  prison  has  been  converted  into 
an  infirmary  :  the  chapel  has  been  considerably  enlarged,  and 
the  alterations  made  therein  enable  the  gaoler  to  preserve  the 
most  complete  separation  of  classes.  The  prisoners  sentenced 
to  hard  hibour  are  immediately  removed  from  this  gaol.  No 
regular  system  of  labour  has  been  introduced  ;  but  persons 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  have  been  constantly  and  bene- 
ficially employed  in  white-washing  and  necessary  repairs. 

Huusi:  of  Concction  at  Winchester. — Discipline,  good  order, 
industry,  and  cleanliness,  the  proper  requisites  1«>  render  a 
prison  what  i(  might  to  be,  "  A  Mouse  of  Correction  and  Ke- 
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formation,"  continue  to  be  observed  in  this  Bridewell.     The 
mills  have  been  in  active  operation. 

_  Herefordshire.  —  County  Gaol.  A  second  Bridewell 
Room  has  been  provided,  and  the  prisoners  are  now  divided 
into  ten  classes.  Prayers  are  read  on  Wednesdays  and  Fri- 
days. A  sermon  is  preached  on  Sundays,  with  prayers  in  the 
evening,  and  a  school  is  attended  daily,  under  the  direction  of 
the  chaplain.  The  prisoners  are  employed  at  a  mill  for  grind- 
ing corn  for  the  use  of  the  prison,  and  for  the  public,  but  not 
on  the  tread-wheel  plan. 

Hertfordshire. — County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction. 
The  Stepping-mill  is  in  daily  use,  and  continues  to  increase  in 
reputation  equal  with  the  good  results  which  it  produces.  In 
each  compartment  ten  prisoners  can  work.  Barley  and  oats 
can  be  ground  with  four  in  each  compartment  ;  but  the  work 
for  wheat  is  not  well  done  without  five,  or  even  six.  Since  the 
mill  was  first  set  to  work,  there  have  been  only  twelve  re- 
committals, and  these  were  chiefly  poachers. 

Kent. — County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction  at  Maidstone. 
The  chief  objects  to  which  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  is  di- 
rected, are  the  making  of  hop-bagging  and  sacks  of  various 
descriptions,  also  rope  mats,  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  pri- 
soners, and  gardening.  There  is  no  tread-mill  as  yet  erected 
in  this  large  prison.  The  average  of  the  felons  and  misde- 
meanants who  return,  is  unusually  high  for  a  county  prison  ; 
the  discipline  and  disgust  of  the  tread-mill,  would  doubtless 
produce  some  impression  upon  this  average,  judging  from  its 
effects  elsewhere. 

Maidstone  Town  Gaol. — This  prison  consists  of  three  rooms, 
or  cells  ;  two  are  occupied  by  the  male,  and  one  by  the  female 
prisoners.  The  men's  cells  are  above  stairs,  about  12  feet  by 
12,  lofty,  light,  and  airy;  but  these  are  the  only  rooms  for 
cooking,  living,  and  sleeping  in,  and  there  have  been  twenty- 
three  persons  in  them  at  one  time.  The  men  are  locked  in 
th  Jr  cells  three  hours  in  the  day,  in  order  to  give  the  women 
the  benefit  of  the  air  and  yard  during  that  time.  The  women's 
room  is  on  the  ground  floor,  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the 
men's,  but  not  so  high  ;  the  prisoners  sleep  on  pallets  of  straw, 
laid  on  the  floor.  The  yard  is  about  two  rods  square,  enclosed 
by  a  brick-wall  nearly  twenty  feet  high,  paved  and  dry.  The 
management  of  the  prison  devolves  entirely  on  the  governor  of 
the  poor-house,  and  his  turnkey,  who  is  always  a  pauper.  The 
prisoners  having  no  employment,  usually  spend  the  greater  part 
of  their  time  in  low  discourse,  relating  their  past  actions, 
planning  depredations,  or  singing  obscene  songs.  The  keeper 
has  no  means  of  observing  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  but  by 
enteiing  two  doors,  which  always  give  the  prisoners  sufficient 
notice  of  his  approach. 

Rochester  Town  Gaol. — There  is  a  great  want  of  classification 
in  this  gaol,  which  renders  employment  a  great  desideratum. 
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Two  instances  have  lately  occurred  of  the  great  e\ils  arising 
from  that  cause.  In  this  gaol,  felons,  misdemeanants,  and 
debtors  are  indiscriminately  mingled.  A  youth,  the  son  of 
honest  parents,  was  confined  for  a  small  debt ;  prior  to  that 
period  he  had  borne  a  good  character,  but  he  had  not  been 
liberated  more  than  a  month  when  he  was  again  committed 
for  a  robbery  on  his  master,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  his  morals  tainted  during  his  confinement  in 
prison.  The  other  instance  was  that  of  two  men  apprehended 
lor  robbing  their  master,  one  of  whom  was  admitted  as  king's 
evidence,  but  from  their  associating  together  in  the  prison,  he 
refused  at  the  trial  to  recapitulate  his  former  evidence,  and  the 
felon  escaped.  The  labour  at  one  time  introduced  into  this 
prison  has  been  discontinued.  The  gaoler  states,  that  his  pri- 
soners were  more  tractable  during  the  period  when  they  were 
employed  ;  and  there  is  great  reason  to  hope  that  the  labour 
proved  beneficial  in  many  instances.  Most  of  the  prisoners,  on 
their  discharge,  expressed  their  gratitude  for  being  prevented 
from  acquiring  such  habits  of  indolence  in  confinement,  as 
would  have  rendered  employment  wearisome  on  their  libe- 
ration. 

Lancashire. — Lancaster- Castle  County  Gaol.  Improve-* 
ments  continue  to  be  making  in  this  extensive  prison,  through 
the  ingenuity  and  architectural  skill  of  the  present  governor. 
In  the  winter  of  1821-2,  the  typhus  fever  broke  out  in  this 
gaol,  notwithstanding  all  precautions  ;  upwards  of  sixty  pri- 
soners were  taken  ill,  and  four  died.  It  is  the  practice  in  this 
prison,  for  prisoners  committed  on  sentences  of  confinement, 
but  not  to  hard  labour,  to  be  compelled  to  work  for  their  main- 
tenence  by  the  county  during  their  imprisonment. 

Manchester  New  Bailey  House  of  Correction. — The  additions 
and  improvements  in  this  very  large  prison,  which  occupies 
about  four  acres  of  ground,  have  of  late  years  been  very  con- 
siderable. The  old  part,  which  consists  of  four  radiating 
buildings,  with  a  central  one,  contained,  till  within  a  few 
years,  the  crowded  population  of  a  Manchester  prison.  The 
additional  buildings  are,  a  large  crescent  range,  containing 
nine  classes,  each  class  having  a  day-room,  a  set  of  work  cells, 
and  a  yard,  radiating  from  a  tower  of  inspection,  in  which  the 
clerk's  office  and  the  chapel  are  placed.  The  latest  additional 
building,  and  which  has  but  recently  been  occupied,  is  a  qua- 
drangular building,  comprising  four  classes,  each  having  a  yard, 
day-room,  and  a  set  of  work-cells  placed,  like  the  last,  behind 
the  building  ;  these  yards  also  radiate  from  another  small 
tower  of  observation.  Juvenile  delinquency  exists  to  a  la- 
mentable extent  in  Manchester;  the  governor  finds  the  boys 
return  repeatedly ; — at  the  rate  of  CO  per  cent.,  or  three  in  five. 
VUoy  have  great  facilities  for  disposing  of  their  stolen  goods; 
they  hare,  like  the  London  thieves,  a  language  of  their  own,  as 

part  of  their  education  for  the  life  they  are  initiated  in  at  an 
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early  age,  and  thus  as  it  were  to  give  a  zest  to  their  criminal 
adventures.  It  would  be  most  desirable  if  the  tread-mill  were 
here  introduced,  as  an  excellent  instrument  of  corrective  disci- 
pline for  a  considerable  part  of  the  inmates  of  this  House  of 
Correction. 
$  Preston  House  of  Correction. — The  prisoners  are  employed 
in  weaving  and  cleaning  cotton,  the  gross  amount  of  which,  for 
the  year  ending  17  April,  1822,  was  1259/.  16s.  6d.  All  white- 
washing, flagging,  slating,  painting ;  tailors'  and  labourers' 
work,  making  shirts,  shifts,  (and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
joiners'  work)  wanted  in  the  prison,  are  done  by  the  prisoners, 
but  no  account  is  rendered  of  such  labour.  The  county  de- 
rives the  benefit  of  it. 

Lincolnshire. — Lincoln- Castle  County  Gaol.  This  pri- 
son occupies  many  acres  of  ground,  enclosed  by  the  walls  of 
the  ancient  castle:  the  situation  commands  a  most  extensive 
view,  and  is  very  healthy.  It  provides  classification  for  four 
degrees  of  male  felons,  two  for  female  prisoners,  and  one  for 
debtors;  the  latter  class  occupy  about  one-half  of  the  gaol, 
and  have  the  liberty  of  walking  in  the  large  open  space  within 
the  ancient  wall  in  front  of  the  buildings.  Various  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  and  are  in  progress,  under  the  direction 
and  architectural  skill  of  the  present  governor,  without  profes- 
sional aid,  and  by  employing  his  prisoners  as  workmen ;  by 
which  means  the  expense  to  the  county  in  these  undertakings 
is  comparatively  trifling. 

Lincoln  City  Gaol  and  Bridewell. — This  prison  was  erected 
in  1S0S,  and  contains  six  separate  classes,  each  having  a  day- 
room  and  small  yard.  The  plan  is  deficient  in  inspection,  as 
one  yard  only  can  be  seen  from  a  window  of  the  gaoler's  room. 
The  prison  is  capable  of  receiving  twenty-four  persons,  in- 
cluding debtors. 

Middlesex. — Newgate.  This  prison  is  the  common  gaol 
for  London  and  Middlesex.  The  average  number  of  prisoners 
in  confinement  is  about  300,  of  which  a  very  small  proportion 
are  London  prisoners,  the  great  mass  being  those  of  the  county ; 
and  all  are  either  convicted  of,  or  charged  with,  offences. 
There  were,  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  which  an  account  is 
here  given,  thirty-five  prisoners  in  the  press-yard  under  sen- 
tence of  death.  For  these  there  are  fifteen  cells,  a  good  sized 
day-room,  and  a  yard  enclosed  by  very  lofty  walls.  These 
cells  were  in  a  very  good  state,  and  well  ventilated.  A  candle 
is  allowed  in  each,  in  order  that  the  unhappy  prisoners  may, 
after  being  locked  up  in  the  evening,  have  the  opportunity  of 
reading  their  Bibles,  or  other  books,  until  ten  o'clock.  All 
these  condemned  prisoners  were  double-ironed ;  the  irons  are 
very  light,  (about  4lbs.  only,)  and  may  rather  be  considered 
as  instruments  of  extra  punishment  than  of  security;  the  con- 
stant noise  they  occasion  is  unfavourable  in  some  respects. 
With  the  exception  of  these  prisoners,  all  others  are  (since  the 
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appointment  of  the  present  governor)  exempt  from  wearing 
irons,  cases  of  refractory  conduct  being  of  course  excepted. 
There  are  three  chief  turnkeys,  under  whom  there  are  eight 
assistants,  besides  two  watchmen,  in  all,  thirteen  officers :  each 
of  the  principal  turnkeys  has  his  proper  "  station"  in  the  prison. 
Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  prison;  the 
quiet,  respectful  demeanour  of  the  prisoners  generally,  and  the 
attentive  manners  of  the  turnkeys,  indicate  a  very  improved 
system  of  management,  and  altogether  form  a  very  striking 
contrast  with  the  state  of  the  prison  a  few  years  ago.  In  the 
chapel,  which  is  much  too  small  for  the  population  of  so  large 
a  prison,  the  women  are  not  out  of  sight  of  the  men,  which  is 
a  serious  disadvantage.  The  prison  is  very  healthy  ;  the  in- 
creased attention  to  cleanliness  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
healthiness  of  this  confined  and  generally  crowded  prison. 
The  female  side  of  this  prison  admits  of  a  separation  only  of 
the  tried  from  the  untried  :  there  were  seventy -one  females  at 
this  time  in  confinement.  There  are  nine  wards  or  apartments, 
which  can  accommodate  from  four  to  twenty  female  convicts  in 
each  ;  to  these  there  is  but  one  airing  yard  attached.  A  society 
of  ladies,  under  the  management  of  the  benevolent  Mrs.  Fry, 
has  done  much  towards  ameliorating  the  condition  and  reform- 
ing the  habits  of  the  female  prisoners  in  Newgate. 

Giltspur-street  Prison,  and  House  of  Correction  for  the  City 
of  London. — Since  the  removal  of  the  debtors  to  the  prison  in 
Whitecross-street,  in  IS  15,  that  part  of  Giltspur-street  prison 
which  was  formerly  occupied  by  such  prisoners,  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  House  of  Correction  for  felonies,,  for  assaults, 
and  misdemeanours,  committed  within  the  city  jurisdiction. 
The  other  objects  of  police  for  which  this  prison  is  set  apart 
are,  for  persons  apprehended  on  night  charges,  and  lodged 
there  for  the  night ;  for  the  detention  of  accused  persons,  or 
such  as  are  remanded  for  further  examination;  and,  lastly,  for 
vagrants  apprehended  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city.  The 
general  employment  in  the  House  of  Correction  is  grinding 
corn  for  the  use  of  this  prison,  and  that  of  Newgate ;  this  is 
performed  by  a  hand-mill,  capable  of  being  worked  by  ten 
men ;  it  is  very  hard  labour,  and  is  only  fit  for  able-bodied 
men.  For  the  juvenile  prisoners,  bruising  flax  is  the  chief 
employment;  sawing  wood  has  also  been  introduced.  The 
women  are  engaged  at  spinning,  washing,  &c. 

Middlesex  County  House  of  Correction,  Cold-bath-Jields. — 
The  very  extensive  machinery  for  the  employment  of  the  pri- 
soners by  tread-wheels,  is  now  completed  in  this  large  House  of 
Correction  ;  in  eight  of  the  yards  a  wheel  has  been  erected, 
capable  of  working  thirty  persons  upon  it  at  a  time,  so  that 
including  relays,  upwards  of  300  prisoners  may  be  kept  in 
regular  employ.  Great  difficulty  presented  itself  in  the  first 
instance,  in  discovering  to  what  purpose  so  great  a  power 
(equal  to  about  forty  horses)  could  be  profitably  applied ;  it 
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was  at  length  resolved  to  leave  this  subject  as  a  matter  for 
future  consideration  ;  and  the  engineer  was  directed  to  attach 
a  regulating  fly-wheel  to  the  machinery,  by  the  resistance  of 
which  the  power  is  expended  in  the  aiV.  A  large  portion  of 
the  female  prisoners  take  their  share  of  this  discipline,  as  also 
the  juvenile  prisoners  in  their  respective  yards.  The  state  of 
the  females  calls  for  early  and  serious  attention  ;  they  consist 
of  all  descriptions  of  bad  characters,  convicted  by  the  police 
magistrates  of  the  metropolis,  and  the  magistrates  of  the  county: 
they  are  not  classed,  neither  have  they  any  matron  or  female 
officer  to  attend  them.  The  number  of  turnkeys  to  this  prison  is 
twelve.  The  allowance  of  food  to  the  felons  is  two  pounds  of 
bread  per  day,  and  half  a  pound  of  meat  every  other  day. 

New  Prison,  Clerkenwell.—To  this  prison,  persons  charged 
with  offences  of  every  description  are  committed  by  the  Mid- 
dlesex magistrates,  as  well  as  by  the  police  magistrates.  A 
considerable  number  are  committed  for  re-examination  only, 
others  remain  here  until  trial  at  the  sessions,  and  many  are 
brought  in  by  the  police  officers  at  night  for  re-examination 
the  next  day ;  there  is,  consequently,  a  continual  fluctuation  of 
prisoners  day  after  day  in  this  prison. 

General  Penitentiary,  Millbank. — The  number  of  prisoners 
for  whom  provision  has  been  made  in  the  Penitentiary,  rather 
exceeds  the  intended  number  of  1000,  (600  males  and  400 
females)  than  falls  short  of  it.  There  were  within  its  walls, 
in  March,  1822,  723;  viz.,  399  males,  and  324  females.  A 
large  portion  of  the  flour  wanted  for  making  the  prisoners' 
bread  is  ground  within  the  prison,  and  the  whole  of  the  water 
required  is  raised  by  two  water-machines,  worked  by  the  pri- 
soners. All  the  prisoners  attend  school  twice  a  week,  either 
for  instruction,  or  as  monitors ;  and  very  great  benefit  seems 
to  have  arisen  from  the  practice  of  having  a  portion  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  read  to  them  daily,  by  a  prisoner  standing  in 
the  passage  of  each  ward. 

Tothill  Fields  Bridewell,  Westminster. — This  prison  continues 
to  be  the  most  defective  of  ciny  in  the  metropolis ;  and  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  further  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  the  erection  of  a  new  prison.  The 
zealous  efforts  of  the  governor  to  maintain  cleanliness  and  good 
order  are  unabated ;  and  his  system  of  management  appears 
to  be  so  well  directed,  that,  notwithstanding  the  most  palpable 
defects  in  the  construction  of  this  prison,  he  has  dispensed  with 
the  general  use  of  irons  on  any  of  his  prisoners. 

Norfolk. — Norwich  Castle  County  Gaol.  A  new  prison 
has  been  begun  on  the  Castle  Hill,  the  plan  of  which  will 
afford  inspection  and  classification  to  a  considerable  extent. 
As  the  act  provides  that  it  shall  be  also  a  House  of  Correction, 
one  of  the  newly-invented  tread-mills  is  to  be  set  up,  from 
which  many  advantages  may  be  confidently  expected.  The 
new  Shire  Hall  is  to  be  erected  on  the  north-east  side  of  the 
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Hill,  into  which  the  prisoners  will  be  brought  for  trial  direct 
from  their  prison,  by  means  of  a  subterraneous  staircase  and 
passage:  thus  the  great  trouble  and  public  expense  of  convey- 
ing a  body  of  persons  for  trial  to  a  distance,  the  public  ex- 
posure of  them  by  the  way,  and  the  risk,  always  more  or  less 
attendant  on  such  occasions,  will  be  avoided,  as  regards  the 
assizes  held  at  Norwich. 

The  City  Gaol  and  Bridewell. — This  prison  having  been 
some  time  since  presented  as  unfit  for  the  purposes  required  of 
it,  and-  no  measures  having  been  in  consequence  taken,  a  iine 
of  500/.  was  imposed  upon  the  city  by  the  Judges  at  the 
assizes,  IS"? 2.  , 

Northamptonshire.  —  County  Gaol  a?id  House  of  Cor- 
rection. The  employment  for  the  prisoners  consists  of  two 
mills  for  grinding  corn  (worked  by  hand),  and  wire  drawing. 
There  is  a  bakehouse  in  the  prison,  where  the  produce  of  the 
mills  is  made  into  bread  for  the  prisoners,  and  to  supply  the 
General  County  Infirmary  ;  the  surplus  of  ilour  and  the  offal  is 
disposed  of  in  the  town.  Irons  are  used  only  for  convicts,  and 
prisoners  under  sentence  of  death  ;  excepting  occasionally  for 
desperate  characters  committed  for  trial. 

Peterborough  Town  Gaol. — This  prison  is  situated  at  the 
gateway  of  the  cathedral.  The  gaoler's  house  is  in  front, 
through  which  is  the  entrance  into  the  prison,  consisting  of  one 
yard,  with  three  or  four  cells  opening  into  it ;  these  are 
vaulted,  and  form  pr.*-t  of  an  ancient  crypt;  the  floors,  being 
two  or  three  feet  below  the  level  of  the  yard,  are  damp.  The 
gaoler  urgently  complains  of  the  insecurity  of  the  building,  and 
the  frequent  escapes  of  his  prisoners. 

Peterborough  Town  BrHewdl.- — This  is  a  closely-confined 
building  in  one  of  the  central  streets.  The  keeper's  rooms 
occupy  the  front,  from  thence  a  door  opens  into  a  passage  con- 
taining a  row  of  six  or  seven  cells  on  one  side  ;  the  other  side 
of  the  passage  looks  into  a  small  narrow  yard,  which  the  pri- 
soners are  allowed  to  enter  oniy  for  about  half  an  hour  every 
day,  as  the  yard  is  wholly  insecure.  At  one  end  of  it  is  the 
privy,  and  in  the  middle  is  an  open  receptacle  for  the  sweep-- 
ings  and  filth,  serving  as  a  manure  pit,  which  is  emptied  and 
carted  off  from  time  to  time ;  this  is  a  very  offensive  and 
disgraceful  nuisance.  The  cells  are  in  a  very  damp  slate: 
the  male  and  female  prisoners  in  these  cells  can  converse  with 
•  ach  other.  There  is  no  chaplain,  nor  religious  service  in  this 
place :  books  are  lent  to  the  prisoners  by  the  keeper. 

Nottinghamshire. — The  House  of  Correction  for  the.  Town 
and  County  of  Nottingham  has  lately  undergone  considerable 
allerati  <  The  whole  of  the  labouring  work   in  the  new 

buildings  has  been  performed  by  the  prisoners,  which  has 
saved  the  corporation  four  or  live  hundred  pounds.  Plans  are 
also  in  progress  for  the  erection  of  a  corn-mill,  and  also  a 
chapel.     Six  iron   machines   for  breaking  llax  have  very  re- 
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cently  been  introduced,  and  a  quantity  of  onswingled  flax 
brought  in,  to  be  manufactured  by  the  prisoners. 

Rutlandshire.— County  Gaol  and  House  of.  Correction 
at  Oakham.  This  is  the  only  prison  for  the  county.  It  is 
calculated  to  contain  thirty-two  prisoners,  and  this  number  is 
seldom  exceeded.  No  alteration  has  been  recently  made  in 
the  buildings,  but  the  several  yards  have  been  flagged.  For- 
merly the  prisoners  were  employed  in  platting  straw  and 
knitting,  for  which  they  received  the  whole  of  their  earnings  ; 
but  lately  a  hand-mill,  for  grinding  ccrn,  has  been  erected, 
which  is  worked  by  four  men  at  a  time ;  each  man  works  four 
hours  in  the  day,  for  which  he  receives  a  pint  of  beer,  in 
addition  to  the  prison  ration  of  food. 

Shropshire. — County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correction  at 
SJirewsbury.  The  articles  manufactured  here  are  chiefly 
wearing  apparel,  for  the  prisoners ;  except  laces,  list  shoes, 
tobacco  pigs,  and  knitted  gloves,  which  are  sold,  and  the 
amount  paid  to  the  magistrates,  quarterly.  Employment  is 
strictly  enforced  in  this  prison,  notwithstanding  the  magistrates 
consider  the  same  to  be  attended  with  loss.  The  amount  paid 
to  the  prisoners,  for  the  year  1821,  was  226l.  5s.  id.,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  one-third  of  the  value  of  work  done  by 
them. 

Somersetshire. — Bristol  Gaol.  The  magistrates  have 
not  as  yet  given  their  attention  to  making  any  addition  to  the 
tread-mill  already  used  for  supplying  the  prison  with  water, 
the  wheel  of  which  allows  but  two  persons  to  work  at  a  time, 
walking  in  the  inner  side  of  it.  There  is  little  doubt,  how- 
ever, that  the  increasing  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  this  species 
of  labour  will  ultimately  secure  its  adoption  in  this  large  and 
important  gaol.  Irons  are  now  discontinued,  except  in  cases 
where  the  desperate  and  determined  character  of  the  prisoners 
renders  the  precaution  necessary. 

Suffolk — County  Gaol  at  Bury.  The  good  effects  result- 
ing from  the  discipline  of  the  tread-mill  in  this  prison  continue 
to  afford  high  satisfaction. 

The  earnings  for  the  last  year  have  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
2621.  17s.  lOd.  As  this  mill  has  been  in  use  for  a  longer 
period  probably  than  any  other,  being  one  cf  the  first  erected 
on  this  principle,  much  satisfaction  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
report  of  the  medical  attendant  cf  this  prison,  relative  to  the 
effect  of  this  description  of  labour  upon  the  prisoner's  health ; 
he  states,  "  that  he  has  never  experienced  a  single  case  where 
the  stepping-mill  was  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners, 
neither  does  he  anticipate  any ;"  he  is,  on  the  contrary,  "  of 
opinion,  that  it  tends  much  to  the  general  health  of  the 
prisoners." 

Surrey. — House  cf  Correction  at  Brixton.  This  new 
prison  has  lately  been  completed,  and  is  appropriated  to  the 
reception  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  laoour ;  a  sentence 


GAOLS    OF    ENGLAND.  601 

• 

which  the  magistrates  are  at  length  enabled  to  carry  into  effect, 
according  to  the  strict  tenour  and  design  of  the  statute,  as  with 
the  exception  of  the  very  few  confined  by  the  casualties  of 
sickness  or  debility,  all  the  prisoners  are  steadily  employed  in 
working  the  tread-mill.  The  ten  airing-yards  radiating  from 
the  centre,  are  under  good  inspection  from  the  governor's  room 
on  the  ground-floor,  from  which  the  operations  of  the  mill  are 
seen  to  great  advantage,  the  wheels  being  erected  in  that  part 
of  the  yards  nearest  the  centre  building,  so  that  all  the  pri- 
soners are  placed  under  the  view  of  the  governor,  while  at  the 
same  time  each  class  is  kept  distinct  and  unconnected  with  the 
others.  There  are  six  tread-wheels  kept  in  constaut  operation 
by  the  prisoners'  labour  (both  male  and  female).  Each  wheel 
is  calculated  to  hold  about  twenty  persons,  but  as  a  relay  is 
necessary,  more  than  that  number  can  be  employed  in  each 
yard.  The  intervals  of  rest  are  apportioned  by  regulating  the 
number  of  prisoners  required  to  work  the  mill  with  the  whole 
number  of  the  gang  :  thus,  if  twenty  out  of  twenty-four  are 
placed  upon  the  wheel,  it  will  give  to  each  man  intervals  of  rest 
amounting  to  twelve  minutes  in  every  hour.  The  diameter  of 
the  wheel  is  five  feet,  and  it  revolves  twice  in  a  minute,  so  that 
the  space  stepped  over  by  each  prisoner  is  2193  feet,  or  731 
yards  per  hour  ;  and  the  steps  being  about  three-quarters  of  a 
foot  apart,  will  give  nearly  fifty  steps  per  minute,  which  may 
be  considered  a  fair  rate  of  exercise.  The  following  statement 
of  the  number  of  criminal  indictments  tried  at  the  county 
assizes  for  three  years,  indicates  a  remarkable  diminution  for 
the  year  1822,  a  period  during  which  the  the  fame  of  the  mill 
had  become  generally  known ;  the  machinery  was  completed 
only  in  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1821. 

Lent  Assizes.  Summer  Assizes. 

1820 125 93 

1821 190 1" 

1822 90 46 

Of  the  number  190,  there  were  42  indictments  for  forging 
bank  notes,  which,  on  account  of  the  change  in  the  currency, 
must  be  excluded  from  the  calculation.  The  mill-house  being 
placed  in  the  centre  of  the  crescent  formed  by  the  yards  and 
buildings,  the  tread-wheels  are  equally  distributed,  and  are 
connected  with  the  machinery  for  grinding  corn,  &c,  by  a 
main  axis,  or  shaft  of  iron,  which  passes  under  the  pavement 
of  the  yards.  Behind  the  mill-house  there  is  a  well  of  con- 
siderable depth,  from  which  the  water  is  raised  by  the  same 
machinery,  and  is  conveyed  into  a  spacious  reservoir  placed  on 
the  top  of  the  building,  from  whence  it  is  distributed  to  various 
parts  of  the  prison.  On  the  roof  of  the  mill-house  a  regulating 
fly-wheel  has  recently  been  erected,  which  being  connected 
with  the  machinery,  expends  any  extra  power  by  its  resistance 
in  the  air.  This  fly-wheel  is  a  conspicuous  object  on  the 
building,  and  may  be  sctn  from  a  considerable  distance,  as  an 
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expressive  symbol  of  the  system  of  punishment  going  forward 
within  the  prison  walls. 

The  Borough  Compter,  Southwark.  This  prison,  which  a  few 
years  ago  presented  a  most  lamentable  example  of  a  defective 
gaol,  is  now  very  greatly  altered  in  its  appearance ;  consider- 
able improvements  have  been  adopted,  and  it  is  evident  that  a 
laudable  zeal  continues  to  be  prevalent,  to  remedy,  notwith- 
standing the  awkward  arrangement  of  the  building,  its  various 
disadvantages.  Three  excellent  airing  yards  have  been  added, 
one  for  the  debtors,  who  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the  prison  ; 
another  yard  for  the  fines  ;  a  third  for  the  female  prisoners. 
The  building  itself  is  still  much  confined,  particularly  the 
felons'  side,  for  whom  there  is  a  very  small  close  airing-yard. 
The  debtors'  apartments  were  much  crowded.  The  female 
department  appears  very  neat  and  well  arranged  ;  the  women 
are  occupied  in  washing  aud  sundry  work;  their  matron  is  in 
constant  attendance. 

Surrey  County  Gaol,  Horsemonger-lane,  Newington.  The 
plan  of  this  prison  provides  complete  inspection  from  the  go- 
vernor's central  residence,  into  the  several  yards  which  radiate 
from  it,  and  which  are  enclosed  by  the  circular  range  of  build- 
ings containing  the  prisoners'  wards  and  night-cells,  with  the 
chapel ;  the  whole  prison  is  also  entirely  surrounded  with  a 
strong  detached  boundary  wall,  about  twenty-one  feet  high  ; 
and  the  number  of  inferior  officers,  over  an  average  number  of 
prisoners,  amounting,  at  the  assizes,  from  130  to  200,  is  six, 
viz.,  four  turnkeys  and  two  watchmen. 

Sussex. — County  Gaol  at  Horsham.  This  prison  has  lately 
undergone  some  improvements,  the  large  yard  on  the  felons' 
side  being  now  divided  into  three,  and  sixteen  new  cells  added. 
There  are  at  present  thirty-six  cells  for  criminals ;  they  are 
good  as  to  size:  the  window  in  each  is  not  glazed,  but  it 
has  a  wooden  shutter  to  put  up  at  night.  The  bedsteads  are 
of  wood;  two  persons,  or  even  three,  are  sometimes  put  in  a 
cell,  when  the  gaol  is  crowded.  The  females,  on  the  criminal 
side,  are  now  entirely  separated  from  the  males,  having  a  yard 
to  themselves.  The  tried  and  untried  male  prisoners  are  also 
separated;  they  use  the  same  yard,  but  at  different  tiroes  of 
the  day.  There  is  no  employment  whatever  in  the  prison,  and 
the  inspection  is  very  defective  The  chaplainreads  prayers  in 
the  chapel  every  day,  atfd  preaches  on  Ihursdays. 

House  of  Correction  at  Lewes.  A  few  of  the  prisoners,  viz., 
six  or  eight,  card  wool,  beat  hemp,  and  plat  straw.  A  tread- 
mill has  been  lately  erected  for  grinding  corn.  The  second, 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  classes  of  men  only  are  employed  at 
it ;  these  make  together  two  sets  of  about  fifteen  each,  which 
work  alternately  for  half  an  hour,  resting  for  the  same  space 
of  time;  a  turnkey  is  always  in  attendance. 

Worcestershire. — County  Gaol  and  House  of  Correc- 
tion at  Worcester.     An  addition  has  been  made  to  the  mill, 
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which  is  not,  however,  upon  the  stepping-wheel  plan.  The 
plan  of  the  prison  is  of  (the  radiating  form,  consisting  of  four 
or  five  wings ;  and  a  central  building,  the  residence  of  the 
governor,  with  a  wide  area  encircling  it,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  prisoners  can  see  across  from  one  yard  into  others. 
The  floors  throughout  this  prison  are  of  brick,  a  material  which 
it  is  hoped  will  never  again  be  used  for  the  purpose  ;  it  is 
liable  to  be  soon  broken  up,  or  worn  into  holes  :  from  its  uu- 
even  surface  it  can  seldom  or  never  be  kept  clean,  and  when 
washed,  it  retains  the  damp.  There  is  no  matron  or  female 
officer  employed  in  the  prison,  but  the  governor's  wife  occasion- 
ally and  voluntarily  superintends  the  women. 

Worcester  City  Goal  and  Bridewell.  This  disreputable  old 
prison  has  lately  been  presented,  and  a  new  building  is  to  be 
shortly  begun.  The  old  site  is  much  enclosed  by  buildings, 
which  might  render  a  new  prison  liable  to  be  overlooked,  and 
less  easy  of  ventilation  than  a  more  open  and  airy  situation. 

Yorkshire. —  York  Castle  County  Gaol.  Not  a  single 
alteration  in  the  construction  and  discipline  of  this  defective 
county  gaol  is  reported  to  have  taken  place  lately.  It  continues 
of  course  under  presentment,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  ma- 
gistrates do  not  think  it  prudent  to  commence  any  alterations, 
until  they  know  what  directions  the  legislature  may  make  oil 
the  subject. 

East  Riding  House  of  Correction  at.  Beverley.  The  improve- 
ments in  this  prison,  which  have  been  in  progress  about  three 
years,  are  now  completed.  The  prisoners  dress  flax  from  the 
plant,  spin  it  into  yarn,  and  make  linen  cloth  for  their  own 
use ;  this  is  also  exchanged  for  coarse  woollen  cloth  and 
blankets  for  the  service  of  the  prison.  The  chapel  is  well  con- 
trived, the  classes  being  severally  seated  out  of  sight  of  each 
other.  A  clergyman  is  appointed  to  communicate  religious 
instruction — two  attend  alternately. 

North  Riding  House  of  Correction  at  North- A  Her  ton.  Al- 
though the  plan  of  this  prison  is  a  very  inconvenient  one,  com- 
bining very  insufficient  classification  with  an  almost  entire 
want  of  inspection,  the  introduction  of  the  tread-mill  has  been 
an  improvement  of  the  greatest  advantage  in  counteracting 
these  and  other  defects,  and  it  has  produced,  and  continues  to 
produce,  very  good  effects;  it  appears  that  the  numbers  of 
prisoners  have  diminished,  and  at  times  so  much  so  that  the 
mill  has  been  only  half  employed. 

West  Riding  House  of  Correction  at  Wakefield.  The  exten- 
sive improvements  in  the  construction  of  this  prison  are  not  yet 
completed.  A  very  important  addition  has  been  made,  viz., 
the  erection  of  a  stepping-mill,  which  is  now  in  great  pro- 
gress, and  designed  to  grind  corn  fur  the  consumption  of  the 
prison,  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  probably  for  the  public  also,  as 
the  obstacle,  formerly  presented,  to  the  erection  of  the  ma- 
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chine,  in  consequence  of  the  privileged  mill  in  this  town,  .has 
been  removed.  _ 

ISLE  OF  GUERNSEY. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  of  a  Correspondent  of  the  Prison  Dis- 
cipline Society.  I  am  sorry  to  say  no  change  has  taken  place  in 
our  gaol.  Our  present  chief  magistrate  is  a  most  benevolent  in- 
dividual, and  would,  I  am  persuaded,  be  ready  to  attend  to  any 
suggestions  your  committee  would  make.  Our  great  mischief  is 
the  want  of  the  means  of  regular  employment.  The  court  allows 
me  to  visit  the  prison,  and  to  have  free  access  to  all  the  prisoners. 
The  plan  I  adopt,  is  to  make  them  learn  portions  of  the  Scriptures 
by  heart;  but,  of  course,  this  does  not  give  them  sufficient  em- 
ployment to  keep  them  from  having  many  idle  hours,  which  I 
fear  are  too  often  devoted  to  planning  schemes  for  future 
mischief. 

SCOTLAND. 

Edinburgh  Bridewell.  Different  improvements  in  this 
bridewell  have  lately  been  made,  including  the  erection  of 
the  tread-wheel  machinery.  The  commissioners  have  con- 
tracted for  the  erection  of  seven  tread-wheels,  capable  of  em- 
ploying upwards  of  forty  prisoners  at  a  time.  Each  wheel  is 
in  a  separate  compartment,  and  the  machinery  strikes  a  bell 
every  minute  and  a  quarter,  as  a  signal  for  the  changes,  one 
man  on  the  right  extremity  of  each  wheel  coming  off,  and 
another  on  the  left  stepping  on,  at  each  stroke  of  the  bell. 
The  wheels  are  worked  for  nine  hours  every  day ;  and  though 
the  labour  is  sufficiently  fatiguing,  it  is  not  considered  exces- 
sive, and  no  bad  effects  to  the  health  of  tho  prisoners  have  arisen 
in  consequence:  it  has  been  thought  reasonable  and  proper, 
however,  to  grant  an  extra  allowance  of  bread  and  beer  to  pri- 
soners so  employed.  The  power  arising'from  the  labour  of  the 
prisoners  upon  the  tread-wheels,  is  so  constructed  as  to  be  ap- 
plicable to  any  species  of  work  that  may  be  desired.  At 
present,  it  is  applied  to  the  working  of  a  machine  for  the  manu- 
facture of  corks. 

Glasgow  Bridewell.     This  prison  is  about  to  undergo  con 
siderable  improvements  ;  additional  ground  has  been  taken  in 
for  this  purpose ;  and  an  excellent  design,  ensuring  the  inspec- 
tion, classification,  and  labour,  of  the  prisoners,  is  likely  to  be 
adopted. 
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No.  III. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  PRISONS  IN  FRANCE,  SPAIN, 
AND  PORTUGAL. 


FRANC  E. 

St.  LazARE — Report  of  a  recent  Visit,' Paris,  Augutt,  1822. 
The  prisoners  confined  here  are  all  females,  who  have  heen 
sentenced  to  seclusion,  either  for  a  certain  numher  of  years,  or 
for  life  ;  the  shortest  period  is  five  years  ;  the  public  exhibition 
in  an  iron  collar  forms  a  previous  part  of  the  punishment  of  all 
•who  are  brought  here.  Taking  into  consideration  the  mildness 
of  the  French  penal  code,  it  will  at  once  be  observed,  that  the 
offences  of  which  the  inmates  of  St.  Lazare  have  been  found 
guilty,  are  generally  of  a  heinous  nature ;  even  infanticide,  as- 
sassination, and  other  descriptions  of  murder,  are  amongst  the 
crimes  punished  here.  In  fact,  this  institution  is  for  females  pre- 
cisely what  the  galleys  are  for  men.  The  building,  though  quite 
on  the  old  construction,  and  consequently  ill  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose of  general  inspection,  is  in  many  respects  very  suitable  ; 
it  is  large  and  well  aired  ;  most  of  the  apartments  are  spacious 
and  lofty,  and  there  are  good  windows  in  the  sleeping-rooms. 
The  latter  are  placed  on  each  side  of  long  well-ventilated  gal- 
leries. In  each  of  the  bed-rooms  there  are  from  two  to  six 
beds.  In  these  apartments  considerable  pains  are  taken  with 
regard  to  classification,  according  to  the  characters  of  the  pri- 
soners; but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  even  attempted  in  the  work- 
rooms :  of  these  there  are  eight  or  more,  viz.,  three  rooms  for 
needle-work,  one  for  mending  the  linen,  &c,  of  the  house,  a 
fifth  for  knitting,  a  sixth  for  the  cutting  of  French  cashmeers 
and  the  printing  of  shawls,  a  seventh  for  the  pressing  and  fur- 
ther preparing  of  the  shawls,  an  eighth  for  preparing  rabbit- 
skins  for  the  hatters.  In  each  of  these  rooms  there  are  from 
twenty  to  sixty  prisoners,  superintended  by  a  matron.  Great 
quiet  and  order  generally  prevail  amongst  the  criminals,  who 
work  very  industriously.  The  women  are,  according  to  their 
merit,  advanced  from  one  description  of  work  to  another,  so  that 
a  constant  emulation  is  excited.  The  produce  of  their  labour  is 
estimated  at  100,000  francs  a  year,  of  which  one-third  is  kept 
by  the  government,  one-third  is  paid  to  the  prisoner  every  two 
weeks,  and  one-third  reserved  to  be  paid  to  them  on  quit- 
ting the  prison.  There  are  three  infirmaries,  and  the 
average  number  of  invalids  is  about  sixty;  a  very  large  portion 
of  their  complaints  are  pulmonary.  The  prisoners  rise  at 
six  o'clock  in  summer  and  eight  in  winter,  and  leave  off  work  at 
seven  in  summer  and  eight  in  winter.  After  the  hours jof  work, 
they  are   allowed  to  take  exercise  in  one  of  the  large  court- 
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yards,  which  are  in  the  centre  of  the  building.  They  have  only 
one  meal  in  the  day,  at  noon:  it  consists  of  beans,  peas,  &c, 
according  to  the  season,  a  substantial  portion  of  bread,  and 
somej  common  soup ;  on  Sundays  and  Thursdays  they  are 
allowed  meat.  No  other  provisions  of  any  kind  are  allowed  to 
be  procured  by  the  prisoners,  except  at  the  canteen  in  the 
prison,  and  no  prisoner  is  ever  suffered  to  purchase  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  litre  (i.  e.,  a  little  more  than  half  a  pint)  of  wine. 
They  are  permitted  to  see  their  friends  twice  every  week, 
through  an  iron  grating,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  in- 
troducing any  thing  into  the  prison.  To  maintain  order  amongst 
them,  they  have  different  punishments,  the  severest  of  which 
is  solitary  confinement  during  periods  proportioned  to  their 
misconduct  (e.g.,  twenty-four  hours,  forty-eight  hours,  and 
even  a  week) :  the  best  proof  of  the  discipline,  maintained  in 
the  gaol,  is  afforded  by  the  small  number  of  those  who  return 
to  the  prison  after  the  expiration  of  their  confinement.  There  is 
ii  large  good  room  in  the  building,  fitted  up  as  a  chapel.  Mass 
and  vespers  are  read  there  every  Sunday,  and  on  saints'  days, 
and  the  priests  attend  on  other  days  in  the  week  to  give  instruc- 
tion and  visit  the  sick.  Most  of  the  women  can  read,  and  they 
have  access  to  the  Scriptures.  A  Protestant  clergyman  attends 
the  prison. 


SPAIN. 

From  the  epoch  in  which  the  Inquisition  refined  upon  and  per- 
fected all  the  horrors  of  imprisonment,  the  state  of  the  gaols  in 
the  Peninsula  had,  until  lately,  been  most  dreadful.  During  the 
French  invasion,  though  the  immediate  melioration  of  the 
prisons  was  frequently  discussed,  the  whole  nation  was  too  in- 
cessantly occupied  by  the  terrible  struggle  in  which  it  was  en- 
gaged, to  give  any  efficient  attention  to  this,  or  indeed  any  other 
subject,  unconnected  with  that  devastating  war.  Something, 
however,  was  done;  and  the  abolition  of  the  "Holy  Office'' 
released  many  victims  from  that  "  awful  thrall,"  which  placed 
them  beyond  the  reach  even  of  benevolent  curiosity,  and  left 
them  to  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  secret  tribunals,  and  to  the  un- 
seen vengeance  of  irresponsible  and  unknown  judges.  Many 
of  the  leading  characters  of  Spain  have,  at  one  period  or  another 
learned,  by  sad  and  severe  experience,  the  miseries  of  the 
former  prison  system ;  they  have  been  taught  to  sympathize 
with  the  wretched  prisoner,  for  they  have  been  the  witnesses  of, 
and  the  sharers  in,  the  horrors  of  his  imprisonment.  At 
Madrid  are  cells  from  which  prisoners  have  come  forth  in  utter 
and  incurable  blindness ;  and  others,  in  which  the  body  could 
rest  in  no  one  natural  position,  neither  sitting,  nor  standing, 
nor  kneeling,  nor  lying  down.     One  individual,  confined  at 
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Madrid,  declared,  that  in  the  three  first  days  of  his  arrest  he 
employed  himself  in  counting  the  number  of  vermin  which  he 
destroyed  on  his  body ;  they  amounted  to  thirty  thousand ! 
Another,  that  when  allowed  to  change  his  linen,  it  had  on  every 
occasion  become  so  pestiferous,  that  nothing  which  he  could 
offer  would  induce  any  individuals,  hoAvever  poor,  to  receive  it 
into  their  houses,  and  it  was  washed  from  time  to  time  by  a 
benevolent  and  respectable  lady,  who,  in  her  open  balcony, 
uudertook  a  task  which  her  lowest  menial  had  refused  to  per- 
form. No  sutferings  can  be  conceived  more  intolerable  than 
those  of  many  a  prisoner  confined  in  former  times  in  the  gaols 
of  the  Peninsula. 

An  extract  from  a  recent  publication  on  Prisons,  by  Dr. 
Jacobo  Villanova  y  Jordan,  one  of  the  Spanish  Judges,  may  here 
be  added: — "  In  1S14,  the  King,  for  the  first  time,  visited  the 
prisons  of  Madrid.  At  this  period  those  frightful  chains  were 
in  use,  which  he  ordered  to  be  destroyed.  There  also  were  to 
be  seen  the  cells,  under  ground,  destitute  of  ventilation,  where, 
io  the  ruin  of  health  and  morals,  many  poor  wretches  were 
obliged  to  sleep  together,  and  respire  the  most  impure  and 
noisome  atmosphere  :  and  the  courts  whence,  at  the  close  of  day, 
legions  of  immense  rats  issue  forth,  spreading  into  every  corner, 
robbing  the  poor  prisoner  of  his  scanty  allowance,  and  disturb- 
ing his  rest.  The  criminal,  the  lover  and  the  murderer,  the 
debtor  and  the  robber,  the  forger  and  the  ruffian,  were  herded 
indiscriminately  together,  and  he  who  was  guiltless  along  with 
them.  Among  the  keepers,  some  were  found  who  hardly  knew 
the  persons  of  their  prisoners.  In  the  prison,  called  the  Town 
Gaol,  there  was  a  square  room,  about  eight  yards  in  length,  and 
}  nine  feet  high;  it  was  entered  by  an  extremely  dark  and  nar- 
row passage,  at  each  end  of  which  were  two  doors.  The  pri- 
soner, confined  within  this  space,  never  saw  the  light  of  heaven. 
The  pavement  was  of  sand- stone,  and  in  the  centre  there  was 
an  iron  collar,  with  a  chain  to  confine  the  prisoner  down  to  it. 
although  I  have  not  seen  the  grillera  of  this  gaol,  I  imagine  it 
was  as  bad,  or  even  worse,  than  that  of  the  Town  Gaol.  It  was 
an  instrument  used  for  torture,  for  such  prisoners  as  did  not 
confess,  to  compel  them  to  do  so." 

In  a  moist,  miserable,  and  dreary  'dungeon,  oppressed  with 
heavy  chains,  without  a  book  to  console  him  by  day,  without 
even  a  handful  of  straw  on  which  to  stretch  himself  at  night ; 
supplied  with  bad  and  insufficient  food  ;  shut  out  from  all  notice, 
from  all  sympathy,  and  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  hearts  wen* 
as  cold  and  as  hard  as  the  walls  that  enclosed  him — what 
situation  can  be  more  terrible  ?  I  once  noticed,  on  the  walls 
of  a  Spanish  prison,  an  admirable  picture,  drawn  with  char- 
coal, of  an  old  and  exhausted  victim  (portrayed  perhaps  by 
the  sufferer  himself),  his  beard  unshorn,  his  body  wasted,  bis 
countenance  betokening  despair,  his  fetters  insupportable;  and 
beneath  were  these  lines  : 
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u  O  deem  not,  in  a  world  like  this, 
That  the  worst  suffering  is  to  die ! 

No!  dying  were  a  privileged  bliss 
To  the  tired  sons  of  misery." 

And  to  suck  sons  of  misery,  death  must  have  been  a  blessing. 
Immediately  after  the  re-establishment  of  the  Constitutional 
Government  in  Spain,  the  first  Cortes  occupied  themselves  in 
applying  remedies  to  some  of  the  most  obvious  evils  of  the 
prison  system.  They  speedily  decreed,  that  no  prisoner  what- 
ever should,  on  any  pretence,  be  confined  in  any  unwholesome 
or  subterraneous  dungeon,  or  in  any  place  not  visited  by  the 
natural  light  of  day.  They  also  ordered,  that  no  chains  or 
fetters  be  employed. 

The  prisons  of  Spain,  beginning  by  those  of  Madrid,  are  hor- 
rible caverns,  in  which  it  is  impossible  that  health  should  be  long 
preserved.  It  seems  impossible  that  men  should  ever  have  been 
Found  so  fierce  and  inhuman,  as  to  construct  such  edifices  for 
their  fellow-men.  But  if  this  appear  incredible,  how  much  more 
so  is  it,  that,  in  the  nineteenth  century  these  dwellings  should 
be  still  kept  up — the  shame  and  the  execration  of  humanity, 
Dark  dungeons,  without  light  or  air,  are  found  in  the  two  pri- 
sons of  Madrid,  of  the  Corte  and  of  the  Villa ;  nothing  but  a 
miserable  and  insufficient  ration  provided  for  human  beings  ; 
condemned  to  live  for  years  in  utter  darkness  ;  breathing  me- 

Ehitic  air ;  hearing  nothing  but  the  noise  of  bolts  and  fetters  ; 
aving  no  companions  but  the  swarms  of  vermin  which  cover 
the  walls  of  their  gloomy  abode,  which  incessantly  prey  upon 
their  persons ;  and  condemned  to  sleep  upon  a  mat,  covered 
with  a  few  filthy  rags.  The  doom  of  those  who  occupy  the 
eourts  is  hardly  better.  Exposed  through  the  day  to  the  intem- 
perance and  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  lazy,  wearied  with  their 
own  existence  ;  obliged  constantly  to  listen  to  oaths  and  curses, 
grossness  and  obscenity,  they  suffer  in  an  earthly  hell,  and  to 
them  the  terrible  denunciations  of  religion  can  have  no  antici- 
pated terrors.  And  if  in  the  day  their  fate  is  horrible,  by  night  it 
is  worse.  Condemned  to  subterraneous  dungeons,  damp,  and  full 
of  vermin,  shut  out  from  the  common  air,  these  are  the  scenes  of 
their  repose;  and  the  hour  that  brings  to  other  mortals  rest  and 
sleep,  prepares  for  them  only  mortification,  shame,  and  misery. 
Such  is  the  gloom  and  insalubrity  of  the  prisons  of  the  king- 
dom. In  Andalusia,  there  is  not  one  which  humanity  can 
approve.  Of  the  1 2S5  towns  of  the  Chancelleria  of  Valladolid, 
only  167  have  safe  and  wholesome  prisons,  so  that  1118  towns 
are  without  prisons,  or  possess  such  as  are  unhealthy  and 
insecure;  and  almost  all  are  without  sufficient  means  ot  sub- 
sistence. In  Granada  there  are  but  twenty-two  prisons,  which 
can  be  called  capacious,  secure,  and  tolerably  salubrious ;  there 
are  four  hundred  and  ninety-one  small,  insecure  prisons,  de- 
pendant on  charity.  Th  .  e  i  Gallicia  are  in  the  worst  condi- 
tion. In  Austurias,  there  is  not  one  which  is  safe,  nor  which 
possesses  the  means  of  serving  food  to  the  prisoners.    In  Estra- 
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madura,  there  are  only  a  few,  and  those  unhealthy.  In  Arragon, 
the  only  secure  and  healthy  prisons  are  those  of  Alcaniz.  Cala- 
tayud,  and  Zaragoza;  the  rest  are  so  bad,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  say  which  is  the  worst  among  them  ;  and  there  are  12SO 
towns  and  villages  without  any  prison.  In  the  whole  kingdom 
of  Valencia,  where  there  are  a  million  of  inhabitants,  there  is 
scarcely  one  secure  and  wholesome  prison.  In  Catalonia,  there 
are  many  districts  without  prisons  ;  the  number  of  tolerably  safe 
and  healthy  prisons  is  forty-five;  but  they  have  no  funds  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  criminals :  but  the  prisons  of  the  Balearic 
Isles  are  worse  than  all.  They  are  mazmorras  (Moorish  dun- 
geons), and  holes,  where  the  stench,  the  humidity,  and  want  of 
air,  have  caused  more  mortality  than  the  virulent  pestilence. 

Madrid. — The  great  prison  at  Madrid,  called  La  Carccl  dc 
la  Corte,  was  originally  built  by  Philip  IV.,  in  163G  ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  the  edifice,  which  was  employed  as  a  prison,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1791,  and  rebuilt  in  1792,  when  the  Sal- 
vador convent  was  added  to  it.  It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  the 
capital,  surrounded  by  streets,  which  are  composed  of  very  high 
houses,  from  Avhence  communication  may  be  held  with  many 
of  the  cells.  The  form  of  the  prison,  which  occupies  a  large 
space,  is  wholly'irregnlar,  and  its  internal  arrangements  are  ill- 
adapted  to  its  objects,  for  which  indeed  only  a  part  of  it  was 
originally  intended.  The  general  average  of  prisoners  is  about 
three  hundred,  though  it  might  be  made  to  contain  five  hun- 
dred. There  are  two  yards,  one  of  which  has  rather  a  hand- 
some appearance,  being  supported  by  pillars,  and  having  colon- 
nades and  arches.  It  is  paved,  and  occupied  by  the  industrious 
fart  of  the  prisoners.  The  other  yard  is  damp  and  unwholesome, 
a  each  of  the  yards  there  is  a  cistern  of  good  water.  Till  very 
lately,  the  state  of  the  privies  was  most  intolerable ;  but  arrange- 
ments are  now  being  carried  into  effect  for  cleaning  them,  and 
for  their  removal  from  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  prisoners. 
The  walls  and  passages  are  all  exceedingly  neglected  ;  they  are 
covered  with  filth  and  vermin.  There  is  no  arrangement  made 
for  washing  or  cleaning  the  interior  of  the  prison,  except  an 
order  that  it  shall  be  swept  weekly.  But  the  state  of  the  apart- 
ments is  as  bad  as  can  be  conceived.  The  situation  of  every 
prisoner  depends  not  at  all  on  his  crimes,  but  on  his  purse. 
Twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars  are  paid  by  every  individual  to  the 
gaoler  for  removal  to  the  better  apartments,  and  this  sum  is 
exacted,  whether  the  imprisonmont  be  for  a  day,  or  for  life.  la 
this  way  all  crimes  become  confounded;  and  the  assassin  or 
the  robber,  who  have  retained  the  profits  of  their  crimes,  are 
blended  with  individuals  confined  for  mis  lemeariOTS  or  politi- 
cal offences.  For  example,  the  chiefs  of  banditti,  imprisoned 
for  ten  years  or  for  life,  are  found  in  the  same  apartment  with 
Respectable  public  writers,  as  yet  untried  and  uncondemned. 
The  prisoners  pass  the  whole  of  the  day  in  the  patios,  or  courts. 
This  is  universal  in  Spain,  and  accords  with  the  climate  and 
with  the  habits  of  the  people,    who  are  always   accustomed  to 
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spend  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  the  open  air.  They  leave 
their  night-rooms  at  sun-rise,  and  return  to  them  at  sun-set. 
The  night-rooms  are  close,  even  to  suffocation.  Many  of  them 
had  formerly  no  light;  windows  have  been  introduced  since 
the  decree  of  the  Cortes  ;  the  light  is,  however,  very  insuffi- 
cient. There  is  little  ventilation,  and  the  stench  is  intolerable. 
Oil  is  allowed  for  light  till  midnight ;  the  daily  quantity  for  the 
whole  prison  is  2\  pounds.  From  thirty  to  forty  individuals 
sleep  in  the  same  apartment.  No  bedding  or  straw  is  provided  ; 
but  the  prisoners  sleep  on  raised  places,  formed  by  bricks,  about 
a  foot  high,  two  feet  wide,  and  six  feet  long.  As  many  of  the 
religious  orders  in  Spain  interest  themselves  particularly  in  the 
relief  of  the  infirm  and  diseased,  the  sick  prisoners  seem  gene- 
rally to  obtain  prompt  attention.  An  apothecary  and  surgeon 
are  in  daily  'attendance,  and  in  case  of  insanity,  the  prisoner 
is  removed  to  the  lunatic  infirmary. 

Cordova. — This  prison  has  been  in  many  respects  improved 
since  the  establishment  of  the  constitution.     It  is  a  large  and 
imposing  building,  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Guadalete,  at  a 
small  distance   from  the  city.     It  is  ample  in  extent  and  se- 
curity, possessing  a  great  number  of  unappropriated  apartments, 
but  is  unprovided  with  sufficient  attendants.     The  building  was 
erected  by  the  Moors  during  their  possession  of  Spain,  and  was 
one  of  their  castles.     It  afterwards  became  the  seat  of  the  In- 
quisition, and  continued  to  be  employed  for  this  purpose  tdl  the 
overthrow  of  that  horrid  tribunal.     Only  two  individuals,  very 
old  women,  were  found  in  its  dungeons    when  the  Constitution 
was  proclaimed.     They  had  been  thrown  there  on  some  super- 
stitious and  idle  charges.     It  was  hoped  that  the  records  of  the 
Cordova  Inquisition  would  have  been  preserved  as  curious  his- 
torical matter ;  but,  for  the  security  of  the  Inquisitors,  one  of  the 
secretaries  gathered   them  together  ihe  day  before  the  doors 
were  thrown  open,   and  consumed  them   in   the   flames.     The 
prison  is  removed  from  every  other  building,  and  contains  about 
120  prisoners,   though  sometimes  as  many  as  180  are  confined 
there.     There  are  two  yards  ;  one  large  unpaved  patio,  or  court 
for  the  men,  and  a  small  damp  flag-stoned  court  for  the  women. 
Both  have  fountains,  and  a  sufficient  supply  of  water.  The  privies 
are,  as  they  generally  are  in  Spain,  in  an  intolerable  state.     A 
number  of  new  apartments  are  being  prepared,  but  there  does 
not  seem  anxiety   to  fit  them  up,  in  consequence  of  several 
prisoners  having  escaped  through  the  roof,  from  some  of  them. 
Around  the  yards  are  the  night  apartments  ;  they  contain  from 
thirty  to  forty  prisoners  each ;  neither  beds  nor  straw  are  pro- 
vided.    They  have  no  windows. 

Seville.— Of  the  dreadful  state  of  disorganization  and 
abandonment  of  the  great  prison  at  Seville,  some  idea  may  be 
formed,  from  the  circumstance  that  extensive  coining  was  carried 
on  there  as  lately  as  1 820,  and  that  it  has  sometimes  been 
necessary  (such  v,  as  the  insubordination  or  rebellion  of  the  con- 
victs), to  call  in  the  soldiery,   and  fire  upon  them,  in  order  to 
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reduce  the  ringleaders.  The  character  of  the  southern  Spa- 
niards— adventurous  and  romantic,  a  mingling  of  native  pride 
and  oriental  chivalry — has  spread,  very  universally,  a  contempt 
of  death;  and  made  it  an  instrument  but  little  effective  in  the 
hands  of  the  legislature.  The  great  prison  of  Seville  is  most 
inconveniently  situated  in  the  Calle  do  la  Serpa,  one  of  the 
busiest  streets  of  the  city.  It  is  close,  noisome,  and  gloomy.  It 
was  formerly  a  nobleman's  palace,  has  no  wall  to  surround  it, 
and,  from  several  parts  of  it,  the  prisoners  can  communicate 
with  the  street.  Its  form  is  irregular.  The  number  of  prison- 
ers varies  from  250  to  100.  It  has  two  gravelled  yards,  pro- 
vided with  water.  In  the  yards  the  prisoners  pass  the  day 
wholly  unoccupied,  and  at  night  are  locked  up  in  apartments, 
whose  offensiveuess  is  most  intolerable.  The  Avails  are  covered 
with  the  filth  of  years.  The  stench  of  the  drains  is  suffocating. 
No  printed  rules  exist ;  and  of  the  written  ones  the  gaoler  com- 
plained, that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  many  of  them  into  effect. 
There  was  one,  for  instance,  which  directs,  that  six  prisoners 
shall  be  chosen  to  clean  the  prison:  there  was  an  obstinate  re- 
sistance, and  in  consequence  15  R.3.,  (3s.)  per  month,  has  been 
paid  to  an  individual  for,  what  is  called,  performing  this  duty. 
Though  the  first  regulation  prohibits  all  mal-treatment,  or  ad- 
ditional restraint  from  the  gaoler,  I  found  that  secret  orders 
existed,  enabling  him  to  employ  fetters,  if  he  should  deem  them 
necessary.  In  summer,  the  prison  is  daily  sprinkled  with 
vinegar.  Some  of  the  apartments  are  miserably  damp;  and  in 
the"  smaller  prison,  the  criminals  called  my  attention  to  the  wet 
floors,  the  walls,  their  own  nakedness,  no  blanket  or  bed,  in 
language  of  pitiable  and  heart-rending  energy.  Only  a  fourth 
part  of  the  rooms  have  any  ventilation,  and  this  in  a  climate 
where  from  90°  to  95v  of  Fahrei  \eit's  thermometer  is  a  com- 
mon temperature.  All  sorts  of  abuses  seem  sanctioned  in  the 
prison.  Stalls  are  kept,  where  a  variety  of  articles  are  sold. 
.Smoking  is  universal.  Some  individuals  have  a  rug,  provided  by 
their  friends ;  others  have  scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  themselves, 
and  the  quantity  of  vermin  is  dreadfully  great. 

Cadiz. —  The  prison  is  conveniently  situated  at  one  of  the 
extremities  of  the  town,  in  a  high  and  healthy  spot,  on  an 
isthmus,  and  visited  by  constant  sea-breezes.  The  whole  build- 
ing is  not  completed:  and  though  the  form  is  regular,  the  divi- 
sion into  courts  and  apartments  is  injudicious  and  unfortunate. 
The  larger  court,  which  has  a  chapel  in  the  middle,  where  mass 
is  performed,  might  be  adapted  to  the  principle  of  central  inspec- 
tion, without  much  difficulty.  The  internal  arrangements  were 
formerly  better  than  of  late  ;  and  several  trades  were  carried 
on  within  the  prison  ;  but  every  thing  good  had  been  allowed  to 
decay,  and  every  thing  bad  had  been  allowed  to  flourish.  There 
are  two  yards,  both  paved,  each  having  a  fountain  of  eood  water. 
The  state  of  the  privies  is  most  offensive,  and  in  the  heats  of 
summer,  insist  he  absolutely  intdlerable.  There  is  much  tilth 
in  many  of  the  apartments  ,  and    though  there  is  a  regulation, 
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ordering  the  prison  to  be  white-washed  twice  a  year,  it  is  only 
partially  carried  into  effect.  The  rooms  whicb  are  crowded  are 
most  loathsome,  with  the  exception  of  some  in  the  higher  story, 
which  are  spacious  and  comfortable  ;  but  the  arrangement  of  the 
prisoners  is  altogether  arbitrary.  In  the  lesser  yard  are  no  less 
than  from  70  to  120  prisoners,  and  from  40  to  50  are  crowded 
into  some  of  the  sleeping-rooms,  where  the  stench  and  filth 
are  abominable;  light  is  allowed  throughout  the  night;  the 
windows  are  not  glazed,  nor  is  this  either  necessary  or  common 
in  Spain.  The  common  disease  is  the  itch,  but  wounds  arc 
often  given  in  the  squabbles  of  the  prisoners ;  and  I  was  sur- 
prised at  seeing  twenty  or  thirty  plasters  prepared,  which,  I 
was  told,  would  be  sufficient  only  for  a  day  or  two. 


PORTUGAL. 

Lisbon. — The  great  prison  of  the  Limoeiro,  at  Lisbon,  is  a 
horrible  place  of  confinement.  It  is  a  representation,  on  a 
grander  scale,  of  all  the  filth  and  misery  of  which  some  details 
have  been  given  in  speaking  of  the  Spanish  gaols.  Its  situation 
is  on  one  of  the  mountainous  streets  in  the  Portuguese  capital, 
and  was  formerly  the  Archbishop's  palace.  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  constant  communication  with  the  street  through  the 
double-iron  bars  ;  and,  in  fact,  through  these,  the  meals  of  the 
prisoners  are  served.  A  great  proportion  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted in  Lisbon  are  plotted  between  the  confined  and  the  un- 
confined  criminals,  by  whom  a  constant,  unchecked,  and  unob- 
served communication,  is  kept  up.  Through  these  bars  any  thing 
can  be  conveyed — food,  raiment,  liquors,  weapons,  tools — what- 
ever, in  a  word,  can  pass  through  a  square,  several  inches  in  ex- 
tent. The  number  of  prisoners  has  been  as  great  as  700 ;  the 
usual  number  is  400.  The  state  of  the  apartments  in  which  the 
prisoners  pass  their  time  is  horrible.  The  stench  overpowered 
me  ;  and  though  I  remained  in  the  rooms  only  a  few  minutes,  I 
felt  seriously  indisposed.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the  pri- 
soners is  about  8000  cruzados,  =  1000/.  per  annum.  Of  this, 
one  half  is  paid  by  the  city,  and  the  other  by  the  Muericordia, 
a  benevolent  association,  possessing  considerable  funds  from 
sundry  bequeathed  estates.  The  kitchens,  &c.  are  separate  from 
the  prison,  and  the  servants  of  the  Misericordia  provide  and 
prepare  the  victuals  during  one  half  of  the  year,  and  those  of 
the  City  (in  a  different  part  of  the  building)  through  the  other 
half.  The  food  appears  insufficient,  and  little  nutritious;  it 
consists  principally  of  a  soup  made  of  rice  ;  the  allowance  of 
bread  being  also  one  pound  and  a  half  per  day  for  four  persons. 
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Adams,  Robert,  concerned  in  the  Cato-street  conspiracy,  29 — be- 
comes king's  evidence,  50. 

Appeal  to  the  British  nation,  by  the  wives  and  families  of  the  Cato- 
street  conspirators,  100. 

Blood-Money,  an  attempt  to  obtain,  frustrated,  481. 

Bradbury,  Richard,  arrested  at  Cato-street,  14;  sentence  of  death 
commuted  to  transportation,  353. 

Brunt,  John  Thomas,  one  of  the  Cato-street  conspirators,  arrested,  27; 
tried  and  condemned  for  high-treason,  283-306 ;  his  execution, 
decapitation,  and  burial,  363-392;   biographical  sketch  of,  414. 

Caxfbalism,  an  authenticated  case  of,  554.  ( 

Carter,  Henry,  executed  at  Norwich,  for  burglary,  573. 

Casseux,  Leon  de,  attempts  to  assassinate  a  Roman  Catholic 
Priest,  472. 

Cato-street  Conspiracy. — Origin  of  the  plot,  1 — Assembly  of  the 
conspirators,  7 — Attack  by  the  military  and  the  police,  9 — One 
of  the  officers  murdered  by  Thistlewood,  11 — Arrest  of  the  gang, 
11-15 — Weapons  and  instruments  of  destruction  found  on  the 
premises,  12 — Circumstiiices  that  led  to  the  discovery  of  the 
plot,  15-19 — Arrest  of  Thistlewood,  19 — Examinations  at  Bow- 
street  and  before  the  Privy  Counsel,  20-23 — Events  connected 
with  the  arrest  and  examinations  of  the  conspiritors,  23-30 — 
Coroner's  inquest  on  the  murdered  officer,  30-50 — Farther  pro- 
ceedings before  [the  Privy  Council,  50 — Arrest  of  several  sus- 
pected persons,  51-57;  final  examinations  before  the  Privy 
Council,  and  commitment  of  the  conspirators  to  the  Tower  and 
Cold  bath-fields  prison,  58-67 — Special  commission  for  the  trial 
of  the  gang,  74 — Chief  Justice  Abbot's  charge  to  the  Grand 
Jury,  78 — The  prisoners  removed  lo  Newgate,  and  arrangements 
for  their  defence,  97-102.  The  Trials,  Thistlewood,  103-250 
— -Ings,  251-288— Brunt,  289-306— Tidd  and  Davidson,  307.  The 
other  prisoners  plead  guilty,  and  the  whole  brought  up  to 
receive  sentence,  3S1 — Their  speeches,  832-346 — Sentence  of 
death  passed,  347 — Conduct  of  the  prisoners,  351 — Important 
preparations  for  the  execution,  352.  The  Execution  and  De- 
capitation, 353-387— Disposal  of  the  bodies,  390 — Petition  of  the 
widows,  391.  Appendix,  containing  the  lives  of  the  Conspira- 
tors, 395.  .  „ 

Chalcraft,  J.,  murders  bis  master,  441  ; 

Chennel,  George,  murderer  of  his  own  father,  440. 

Child-stealing,  extraordinary  case  of,  504. 

Clarke,  Mr.  John,  murdered  by  his  wife  and  servant,  564. 

Cooper,  Charles,  arrested  at  Cato-street,  14 — Pleads  guilty,  and 
receives  sentence  of  death,  3  17 — which  ia  commuted  to  trans- 
portation tor  life,  353. 
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Davidson,  William,  a  man  of  colour,  arrested  at  Cato-street,  14 

Tried  and  condemned  for  high-treason— His  execution,  decapita- 
tion, and  burial,  363-392— Biographical  sketch  of,  406. 

Dean,  Robert,  murders  a  little  girl,  475. 

Drugs  unlawfully  administered  by  Michael  Shipman,  520. 

Edwards,  George,  the  notorious  spy,  character  of,  by  Thistlewood* 
335 — Account  of,  by  Edward  Carlile,  423 — Proceedings  relative 
to,  by  Alderman  Wood,  370,  4 16. 

Executions.  Interesting  particulars  of  those  of  the  Cato-street  con- 
spirators, 360-394— Of  Calcraft.  and  Chennel,  461-471— Of 
Robert  Dean,  480— Of  William  Morgan,  500— Of  James  Smith 
and  Henry  Carter,  at  Norwich,  573 — Of  John  Smith,  the  Green- 
wich pensioner,  583. 

Fitzclarence,  Captain,  seizes  the  Cato-street  conspirators,  10. 
France,  prisons  of,  described,  605. 

Gilchrist,  James,  arrested  at  Cato-street,  14 — Pleads  guilty,  and 
receives  sentence  of  death,  347 — which  is  commuted  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  353. 

Guernsey,  Isle  of,  its  prisons  described,  604. 

Harrison,  James,  Cato-street  conspirator,  pleads  guilty,  and  re- 
ceives sentence  of  death,  347 — which  is  commuted  to  trans- 
portation for  life,  353. 

Haynes,  Philip,  murders  his  master,  563. 

Horsley,  Mr.,  his  child  stolen  by  Rennett,  504. 

I-kgs.  James,  a  butcher,  seized  among  the  conspirators  at  Cato-street, 
13 — Tried  and  condemned  for  high-treason,  251 — His  execution, 
decapitation,  and  burial,  353-392 — Sketch  of  his  life,  400. 

Monument,  John,  one  of  the  Cato-street  conspirators,  arrested,  14 — 

allowed  to  become  King's  evidence, 
Morgan,  William,  his  dying  confessions,  499. 

Newgate  described.  594. 

Owen,  David,  attempts  to  murder  his  sister,  her  husband,  and  their 

servant,  485. 

Portugal,  prisons  of,  described,  610. 

Preston,  John,  the  political  shoemaker,  arrested,  51.     ' 

Prisons  of  England — interior  economy  of,  and  other  particulars,  591. 

Scotland,  604. 

France,  605. 

.  Spain,  606. 

Portugal,  610. 

Radical  Committee-room,  in  Whych-street,*56. 
Rennett,  Charles,  steals  Mr.  Horsley's  Child,  504. 
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Shaw,  John,  arrested  at  Cato-street,   14.' 

Shiloh  proclaimed  in  the  streets  of  London,  493. 

Shipman,  Michael,  tried  for  administering  drugs,  520; 

Smitlicrs,  the  police  officer,  murdered  by  Thistlewood,  10 — Coroner's 

inquest  on  the  body,  .SO — Mis  funeral,  40. 
Smith,  dames,  executed  at  Norwich  for  burglary,  .r>73. 
Smith,  John,  the  Greenwich  pensioner,  executed  for  murder,   583. 
Spain,  prisons  of,  described,  606. 
Stent,  Mr.  and  Mrs.,  melancholy  case  of,  527 
Stone,  Mary,  falsely  accused  by  her  sister  of  child-murder,  43.5. 
Strange,  John  Shaw,    Cato-street    conspirator,  receives  sentence   of 

death,  which  is  commuted  to  transportation,  S47-3">3 

Thistlewood,  Arthur,  charged  with  high-treason,  1 — particulars 
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